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changeable

284

»n. 1 the act or instance of making or becoming dif-
ferent: the change from a nomadic to an agricultural so-
ety | envi I change. W the itution of one
thing for another: a change of venue. ® an alteration or
modification: a change came over Eddie’s face. ma new
or refreshingly different experience: couscous makes
an interesting change from rice. W [in sing] a clean gar-
ment or garments as a replacement for clothes one
is wearing: a change of socks. ® (the change or the
change of life) informal menopause. ® the moon’s ar-
rival at a fresh phase, typically at the new moon.
® Baseball another term for CHANGE-UP. 2 coins as
opposed to paper currency: a handful of loose change.
= money given in exchange for the same amount in
larger denominations. ® money returned to some-
one as the balance of the amount paid for some-
thing: I watched him pocket the change. 3 (usu.
changes) an order in which a peal of bells can be
rung. 4 (Change or ‘Change) Brit, historical a place
where merchants met to do business. PMiddle Eng-
lish: from Old French change (noun), changer (verb),
from late Latin cambiare, from Latin cambire ‘barter,’
probably of Celtic origin. —change-ful ['cHanifal]

adj.
>PH/RASES o change color blanch or flush. 0change
hands (of a business or building) pass to a different
owner. ® (of money or a marketable commodity)
pass to another person during a business transac-
tion: no money has changed hands. Ochange one’s
mind adopt a different opinion or plan. Ochange
off take turns. Oa change of heart a move to a dif-
ferent opinion or attitude. Ochange step (in
marching) alter one’s step so that the opposite leg
marks time. Ochange the subject begin talking
about something different, esp. to avoid embarrass-
ment or the divulgence of confidences. ochange
one’s tune 1 express a different opinion or behave
in a different way. 2 change one’s style of language
or manner, esp. from an insolent to a respectful
tone. O for a change contrary to how things usually
happen; for variety: it’s nice to be pampered for a
change. Oring the changes vary the ways of ex-
pressing, arranging, or doing something. [with allu-
sion to bell-ringing and the different orders in
which a peal of bells may be rung.] i
change-a:ble ['cHanjebal] badi. 1 irregular; incon-
stant: the weather will be changeable, with rain at times.
2 able to change or be Changifl' -change-a;bll~|~ty
n g

station. ma service or station using such a band: a
shopping channel. 3 a medium for communication or
the passage of information: they didn’t apply through
the proper channels.

»v. (-neled, -neling; Brit. -nelled, -neling) [trans)
1 direct toward a particular end or object: advertisers
channel money into radio. ® guide along a particular
route or through a specified medium: many countries
channel their aid through charities. m (of a person) serve
as a medium for (a spirit). 2 [usu. as adj] (chan-
neled) form channels or grooves in: the lower jawbone
is deeply channeled. PMiddle English: from Old
French chanel, from Latin canalis ‘pipe, groove, chan-
nel,” from canna ‘reed’ (see CANE). Compare with
CANAL.

chan-nel cat (also channel catfish) »n. a common
North American freshwater catfish that has a pale
blue to olive back with dark spots. ® Ictalurus puncta-
tus, family Ictaluridae.

chan-nel-hop Pv. [intrans)] informal 1 another term
for CHANNEL-SURF. 2 travel across the English Chan-
nel and back frequently or for only a brief trip.
—chan-nel-hop-per n. 4

Chan-nel Is-lands 1 a group of islands in the Eng-
lish Channel off the northwestern coast of France;
pop. 146,000. The largest are Jersey, Guernsey, and
Alderney. 2 another name for the SANTA BARBARA
IsLanDs in California.

chan-nelize ['cHanl,iz] »v. [trans] another term for
CHANNEL (senses 1 and 2).

chan-nel-surf »v. informal change frequently from
one television channel to another, using a remote
control device. —chan-nel-surf-er n. —chan-nel-
surfing n.

Chan-nel Tun-nel a railroad tunnel under the Eng-
lish Channel that extends for 31 miles (49 km) and
links England and France. The tunnel (popularly
called the Chunnel) opened in 1994 after eight years
of construction to link Holywell, near Folkestone,
England, and Sangatte, near Calais, France.

chan-son [sHan'son| »n. a French song. >French,
from Latin cantio(n-) ‘singing,’ from canere ‘sing.’

chan-son de geste [sHaN'son do 'zHest/ »n. (pl. chan-
sons de geste [sHAN'sON(2)/) a medieval historical
romance in French verse, typically one connected
with Charlemagne. >mid 19th cent.: French, liter-
ally ‘song of heroic deeds,’ from chanson ‘song’ (see

J,cHanja'bilaté/ n. hang
ably [-blg] adv.
change-less [‘cHanjlis|/ »adj. remaining the same.
hange-lessly adv. —change- n
change-ling /'cHanjling/ »n. a child believed to have
been secretly substituted by fairies for the parents
real child in infancy.
change-out ['cranj,out/ »n. the replacement of a
spent, used, dysfunctional or otherwise inferior
part or object with a new one.
change-o.ver ['cHanj,over| »n. a change from one
system or situation to another.
change purse >n. a small strapless purse used for
carrying money.
changeer ['cHanjer/ »n. a person or thing that
changes something. ma device that holz'is several
computer disks or compact disks and is able to
switch between them.
change-ring-ing »n. the ringing of sets of church
bells or handbells in a constantly varying order.
—change-ring-er n. oty
change-up »n. Baseball a deceptively slow pitch in-
tended to throw off the batter’s timing.
Chang Jiang ['cHéNG j&'aNc/ another name for
YANGTZE.
Chang-sha ['cHang'sHa/ the capital of Hunan
province in eastern central China; pop. 1,300,000.
Chang-zhou ['cHanG'jo] a city in Jiangsu province in
eastern China, on the Grand Canal, north of Shang-
hai; pop. 670,000.
chan-nel ['cHanl| »n. 1 a length of water wider than
a strait, joining two larger areas of water, esp. two
seas. mthe navigable part of a waterway: buoys
marked the safe limits of the channel. ® a hollow bed for
a natural or artificial waterway. ® (the Channel) the
English Channel. ® a narrow gap or passage: a chan-
nel opened up between two lines of cars. ® a tubular pas-
sage or duct for liquid. ® an electric circuit that acts
as a path for a signal: an audio channel. @ a groove or
flute, esp. in a column. ® Electronics the semicon-
ductor region in a field-effect transistor that forms
the main current path between the source and the
drain. 2 a band of frequencies used in radio and
television transmission, esp. as used by a particular

and geste from Latin gesta ‘actions, ex-

ploits’.

chant [cHant/ »n. 1 a repeated rhythmic phrase, typ-
ically one shouted or sung in unison by a crowd. ma
monotonous or repetitive song, typically an incan-
tation or part of a ritual. 2 Music a short musical
passage in two or more phrases used for singing un-
metrical words; a psalm or canticle sung to such
music. ®the style of music consisting of such pas-
sages: Gregorian chant.

»v. [trans.] say or shout repeatedly in a sing-song tone:
protesters were chanting slogans | [with direct speech] the
crowd chanted “No violence!” m sing or intone (a psalm,
canticle, or sacred text). Plate Middle English (in
the sense ‘sing’): from Old French chanter ‘sing,’
from Latin cantare, frequentative of canere ‘sing.

chanteer ['cHanter/ »n. 1 a person who chants some-
thing. 2 Music the pipe of a bagpipe with finger
holes, on which the melody is played. Plate Middle
English: from Old French chanteor, from Latin canta-
tor, from cantare (see CHANT).

chan-te-relle ,sHanta'rel; ,sHant-| P n. an edible wood-
land mushroom with a yellow funnel-shaped cap
and a faint smell of apricots, found in both Eurasia
and North America. * Cantharellus cibarius, family
C: eae, class Basidi etes. Plate 18th
cent.: from French, from modern Latin cantharellus,
diminutive of cantharus, from Greek kantharos, de-
noting a kind of drinking container.

chanteuse [,sHén't66z; 'teez/ Pn. a female singer of
popular songs, esp. in a nightclub. PFrench, from
chanter ‘sing.”

chantey ['sHanté| (also chanty, shanty, or sea
chant-ey) »n. a song with alternating solo and cho-
rus, of a kind originally sung by sailors while per-
forming physical labor together. >mid 19th. cent.:
probably from French chantez! ‘sing!,’ imperative
plural of chanter.

chandticcleer [‘cHante Kii(o)r; 'sHant-| »n. poetic/literary
a name given to a rooster, esp. in fairy tales. PMid-
dle English: from Old French Chantecler, the name of
the cock in the fable Reynard the Fox, from chanter
‘sing, crow’ (see CHANT) + cler ‘clear.’

Chandilly lace »n. a delicate kind of bobbin lace.

chape|

>mid 19th cent.: named after Chantilly, a town Near
Paris.

chanting gos-hawk »n. a long-legged African hawy
with pale gray upper parts, throat, and breast, noteq
for its prolonged musical fluting call delivered from

a treetop perch. * Genus Melierax, family Accipitr;.

dae: three species. )

chantry [‘cHantré/ »n. (pl. -tries) an endowment for
priest or priests to celebrate masses for the
founder’s soul. ®a chapel, altar, or other part of
church endowed for such a purpose. "late Middle
English: from Old French chanterie, from chanter o
sing.”

chaﬁt-y »n. (pl. chant-ies) variant spelling of CHANTEy,

Cha-nu-kah > n. variant spelling of HANUKKAH,

Cha-nute [sHa'ndot[, Octave (1832-1910), US. ayi;.
tion pioneer; born in France. From 1898, he pro.
duced a number of gliders, including a biplane thy
made over 700 flights. He assisted the Wright brotp.
ers in making the world’s first controlled powereq
flight.

Chao Phra.ya [cHou 'prie| a major waterway in cep.
tral Thailand that is formed by the junction of the
Ping and Nan rivers.

cha.os ['ka,as/ » n. complete disorder and confusion:
snow caused chaos in the region. ® Physics behavior so
unpredictable as to appear random, owing to great
sensitivity to small changes in conditions. ®the
formless matter supposed to have existed before the
creation of the universe. ® (Chaos) Greek Mythology
the first created being, from which came the
primeval deities Gaia, Tartarus, Erebus, and Nyx.
blate 15th cent. (denoting a gaping void or chasm,
later formless primordial matter): via French and
Latin from Greek khaos ‘vast chasm, void."

cha-os the-o-ry »n. the branch of mathematics that
deals with complex systems whose behavior is high-
ly sensitive to slight changes in conditions, so that
small alterations can give rise to strikingly great
consequences.

cha-otic [ka'atik| adj. in a state of complete confu-
sion and disorder: a chaotic jumble of spools, tapes, and
books. m Physics of or relating to systems that exhibit
chaos. >early 18th cent.: from cHAos, on the patten
of words such as hypnotic. —cha-ot-cally |-k(a}é/
adv.

cha-otic attrac-tor » n. Mathematics another term for
STRANGE ATTRACTOR.

chap! [cHap] »v. (chapped. chap-ping) |intrans] (of
the skin) become cracked, rough, or sore, typically
through exposure to cold weather: ® [trans. [usu. as
adj] (chapped) (of the wind or cold) cause (skin) to
crack in this way: chapped lips.

»n. a cracked or sore patch on the skin. >late Middle
English: of unknown origin.

chap? b n. informal, chiefly Brit. a man or a boy. B dated
a friendly form of address between men and boys:
best of luck, old chap. Plate 16th cent. (denoting 3
buyer or customer): abbreviation of cHAPMAN. The
current sense dates from the early 18th cent.

chap. »abbr. chapter.

cha-parajos |,sHapa'ra-os; -'raas| (also cha-pare
jos) »plural n. full form of cHAPs. >mid 19th cent:
from Mexican Spanish chaparreras, from chaparrd
(with reference to protection from thorny vegetd
tion: see CHAPARRAL); probably influenced by Span-
ish aparejo ‘equipment.’

chap-arral |,sHapa'ral| »n. vegetation consisting
chiefly of tangled shrubs and thorny bushes. >mid
19th cent.: from Spanish, from chaparra ‘dwarf ever

en oak."
cha-pa-i [cHa'pété/ (also cha-patdi) »n. (pl. -tis) (in In-
dian cooking) a thin pancake of unleavened whole-
grain bread cooked on a griddle. >from Hindi cap¥*
ti, from capana ‘flatten, roll out."
chap-book |'chap,bdok/ »n. historical a small pam”
phlet containing tales, ballads, or tracts. sold b
peddlers. w a small paperback booklet, typically ©O"
taining poems or fiction. dearly 19th cent.: fro™
CHAPMAN + BOOK.

chape [ciap/ bn. 1 historical the metal point of &
scabbard. 2the metal pin ofa buckle. >Middle E_nad
lish (in the general sense ‘plate of metal ovE_FhY“’l;
or trimming something’): from Old French, literal¥
‘cape, hood,’ from late Latin cappa ‘cap.’ n

cha-peau [sHa'pd| > n. (pl. -peaux |-'pd(z)[) a hat. olat
15th cent.: from French, from Latin cappells™
diminutive of cappa ‘cap.’ Er s

chap-el ['cHapal/ »n. 1 a small building for Fh‘.'[i:_
ian worship, typically one attached to an inst! A
tion or private house. ®regular services held
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plasma membrane

1299

plate

within the wall of a plant cell. >1920s: from PLASMA
+ Greek lemma ‘rind.” —plas-ma-lem-mal /-'lemal/

ad.

|:lsma mem-brane »n. Biology a microscopic mem-
brane of lipids and proteins that forms the external
poundary of the cytoplasm of a cell or encloses a
vacuole, and that regulates the passage of molecules
in and out of the cytoplasm.

extent considered excessive: a face plastered in heavy
makeup. ® [trans] make (hair) lie flat by applying a
liquid to it: his hair was plastered down with water.
mapply a plaster cast or medical plaster to (a part of
the body). ® (plaster something with) cover a surface
with (large numbers of pictures or posters): the store
windows are plastered with posters. ® (plaster some-
thing over) present a story or picture conspicuously
and ionally in (a or ine): her

plas-ma-pause ['plazma,pdz/ »n. the outer
limit of a plasmasphere, marked by a sudden
change in plasma density.

plasma-pher-e-sis | plazmefo'résis| »n. Medicine a
‘method of removing blood plasma from the body by
withdrawing blood, separating it into plasma and
cells, and transfusing the cells back into the blood-
stream. It is performed esp. to remove antibodies in
treating autoimmune conditions. >1920s: from

ma + Greek aphairesis ‘taking away' (from apo-

“from’ + hairein ‘take’).

las-ma sheet »n. Astronomy a layer of plasma in the
‘magnetotail of the earth (or another planet), lying
in the equatorial plane beyond the plasmapause,
with two divergent branches that reach the earth at
polar latitudes.

plasma-sphere |‘plazma,sfir/ »n. Astronomy the
‘roughly toroidal region surrounding and thought to
rotate with the earth (or another planet) at latitudes
away from the poles, containing a relatively dense
plasma of low-energy electrons and protons.
plas-mid ['plazmid] »n. Biology a genetic structure in
a cell that can replicate independently of the chrlo
mosomes, typically a small circular DNA strand in
the cytoplasm of a bacterium or protozoan. Plas-
‘mids are much used in the laboratory manipulation
of genes. Compare with EPISOME. P1950s: from
PLASMA + -ID2.

plas:min ['plazmin/ »n. Biochemistry an enzyme,
formed in the blood in some circumstances, that de-
stroys blood clots by attacking fibrin. bmid 19th
cent.: from French plasmine, from late Latin plasma
‘mold, image.’ .
plas:min-o-gen [plaz'mina,jen/ »n. Biochemistry the
inactive precursor of the enzyme plasmin, present
in blood.

plasmo-des-ma /,plazma'desma/ »n. (pl. -des-ma-ta

story was plastered all over the December issue. ™ informal,
dated bomb or shell (a target) heavily. >Old English,
denoting a bandage spread with a curative sub-
stance, from medieval Latin plastrum (shortening of
Latin emplastrum, from Greek emplastron ‘daub,
salve’), later reinforced by the Old French noun plas-
tre. Sense 1 dates from late Middle English. —plas-
ter.y adj.

plas-terboard ['plaster,bérd| »n. a type of drywall
‘made of plaster between two sheets of heavy paper.

plas-ter cast »n. see casT! (sense 1).

plastered ['plasterd| Padj. 1 informal very drunk: I
went out and got totally plastered. 2 covered with or
made of plaster.

plas-ter-er ['plasteror/ »n. a person whose job it is to
apply plaster to walls, ceilings, or other surfaces.

plaster saint »n. a person who makes a show of
being without moral faults or human weakness,
esp. in a hypocritical way.

plas-terwork |'plaster,werk/ »n. plaster as part of the
interior of a building, esp. covering the surface of a
wall or formed into decorative shapes and patterns.

plas-tic ['plastik| »n. a synthetic material made from
a wide range of organic polymers such as polyethyl-
ene, PVC, nylon, etc., that can be molded into shape
‘while soft and then set into a rigid or slightly elastic
form. m informal credit cards or other types of plastic
card that can be used as money: he pays with cash in-
stead of with plastic.

»adj. 1 made of plastic: plastic bags. ® looking or tast-
ing artificial: long-distance flights with their plastic food |
she smiled a little plastic smile. 2 (of substances or ma-
terials) easily shaped or molded: rendering the mater-
ial more plastic.  (in art) of or relating to molding or

ing in three di; i or ing three-
effects. ® (in and ) of

|desmate/) Botany a narrow thread of ¢
that passes through the cell walls of adjacent plant
cells and allows communication between them.
bearly 20th cent.: from German Plasmodesma, from
late Latin plasma ‘mold, formation’ + Greek desma
‘bond, fetter.”

plas-mo-di-um Jplaz'mddéam/ bn. (pl. -di-a [-déa]) 1a
parasitic protozoan of a genus that includes those
causing malaria. * Genus Plasmodium, phylum
Sporozoa. 2 Biology a form within the life cycle of
some simple organisms such as slime molds, typi-
cally consisting of a mass of naked protoplasm con-
taining many nuclei. Plate 19th cent.: modem_

or relating to the permanent deformation of a solid
‘without fracture by the temporary application of
force. moffering scope for creativity: the writer is
drawn to words as a plastic medium. ® Biology exhibit-
ing adaptability to change or variety in the environ-
ment. Pmid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘characteristic
of molding’): from French plastique or Latin plasticus,
from Greek plastikos, from plassein ‘to mold.” —plas.
ti-cally [-(0)l8] adv.

plas-ic arts »plural n. art forms that involve model-
ing or molding, such as sculpture and ceramics, or
art involving the representation of solid objects
with i i effects.

Latin, based on late Latin plasma ‘mold, 't
—plas-mo-di-al /-modéel/ adj.

plasmoly-sis jplaz'mélasis| »n. Botany contraction
of the protoplast of a plant cell as a result of loss of
water from the cell. Plate 19th cent.: modern Latin,
from plasmo- ‘consisting of protoplasm’ (from late
Latin plasma ‘mold, formation’) + Greek lusis ‘loos-
ening’ (because of the separation of the plasma
membrane from the cell wall).

plas-mo-lyze ['plazmaliz/ (Brit. plas-mo-lyse) »v.
lirans.] Botany subject to plasmolysis.

Plasmon ['plaz,méan/ »n. Physics a quantum or qua-
siparticle associated with a local collective oscilla-
tion of charge density. >1950s: from PLASMA + -ON.

Plasteel |'pla,stél/ bn. (in science fiction) an ultra-
strong nonmetallic material. >1970s: blend of PLAS-
Tic and STEEL.

Plaster ['plaster/ »n. 1 a soft mixture of lime with
sand or cement and water for spreading on walls,
ceilings, or other structures to form a smooth hard
surface when dried. m (also plaster of Paris) a hard
White substance made by the addition of water to
Powdered and partly dehydrated gypsum, used for

olding broken bones in place and making sculp-
tures and casts. [so called because prepared from
the gypsum of Paris, France, ®the powder from
Which such a substance is made. 2 dateda bandage
©n which a poultice or liniment is spread for appli-
Ction. See MUSTARD PLASTER. M (also sticking plas-
ter) Brit. an adhesive strip of material for covering
Uts and wounds.

¥ |trans] cover (a wall, ceiling, or other structure)
With plaster. m (plaster something with/in) coat or
“over something with (a substance), esp. to an

plas-tic bomb »n. a bomb containing plastic explo-
sive.

plas-tic ex-plo-sive »n. a puttylike explosive capable
of being molded by hand.

plas-ticine ['plasts,sén/ (also Plas-ti-cine) »n. trade-
nmarka soft modeling material, used esp. by children.
Plate 19th cent.: from the adjective PLASTIC + -INE4.

plas-tic-ity fpla'stisité/ »n. the quality of being easily
shaped or molded. @ Biology the adaptability of an
organism to changes in its i or differ-

adheres to surfaces and to itself, used chiefly as a
wrapping or covering for food.

plas-tid ['plastid| »n. Botany any of a class of small or-
ganelles, such as chloroplasts, in the cytoplasm of
plant cells, containing pigment or food. late 19th
cent.: from German, based on Greek plastos ‘shaped.’

plas-tique [pla‘sték/ n. 1 plastic explosive. 2 stat-
uesque poses or slow graceful movements in danc-
ing. mthe art or technique of performing such
movements. >mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘plas-
tic’ (adjective used as a noun).

plasti-sol ['plaste,sél; -,sélf »n. a liquid substance
that can be converted into a solid plastic simply by
heating, consisting of particles of synthetic resin
dispersed in a nonvolatile liquid. >1940s: from the
noun PLASTIC + SOL2.

plas-tron ['plastren/ »n. 1 a large pad worn by a
fencer to protect the chest. ® historical a lancer’s
breast covering. 2 an ornamental front of a
‘women'’s bodice or shirt consisting of colorful ma-
terial with lace or embroidery, fashionable in the
late 19th century. ®a man’s starched shirtfront
without pleats. 3 Zoology the part of a tortoise’s or
turtle’s shell forming the underside. ® a similar ven-
tral plate in some invertebrate animals. ® Entomolo-
gy (in an aquatic insect) a patch of cuticle covered
with hairs that retain a thin layer of air, acting like
a gill for breathing under water. >early 16th cent.:
from French, from Italian piastrone, augmentative of
piastra ‘breastplate,’ from Latin emplastrum ‘medical
dressing’ (see PLASTER). —plas-tral ['plastral/ adj.

-plasty »comb. form molding, grafting, or formation
of a specified part, esp. a part of the body: rhinoplas-
ty. bbased on Greek plastos ‘formed, molded.” Com-
pare with PLASTIC SURGERY.

platt Jplat/ »n. a plot of land. ®a map or plan of an
area of land showing actual or proposed features.

»v. [trans.] plan out or make a map of (an area of land,
esp. a proposed site for construction). >late Middle
English: variant of the noun pLoT in the sense ‘piece
of ground.” The current verb sense dates from the
early 18th cent.

plat2 »n. & v. variant spelling of PLAIT.

plat. »abbr. ® plateau. ® platoon.

Pla-tae-a, Battle of [plo'téa] a battle in 479 Bc, during
the Persian Wars, in which the Persian forces were
defeated by the Greeks near the city of Plataea in
Boeotia.

plat du jour /,pla do 'zHor/ »n. (pl. plats du jour
pronunc. same) a dish specially prepared by a restau-
rant on a particular day, in addition to the usual
menu. PFrench, literally ‘dish of the day."

plate jplat/ »n. 1 a flat dish, typically circular and
made of china, from which food is eaten or served.
man amount of food on such a dish: a plate of
spaghetti. ma flat dish, typically made of metal or
wood, passed around a church congregation in
order to collect donations of money. ® a course of a
meal, served on one plate: Il have the salad plate. ® an
individual meal, with reference to its cost: a gala
$1,000-a-plate dinner. m Biology a shallow glass dish on
‘which a culture of cells or microorganisms may be
grown. mdishes, bowls, cups, and other utensils
made of gold, silver, or other metal. [from Old
French vaisselle en plate ‘dishes and plates made of a
single piece of metal.’] ma silver or gold dish or tro-
phy awarded as a prize in a race or competition: she
lifted the plate in victory. m[in names| Brit. a race or

ences between its various habitats.
plas-ticize |'plaste,siz/ »v. [trans ] [often as adj] (plas-
ticized) make plastic or moldable, esp. by the addi-
tion of a plasticizer. ®treat or make with plastic:
cotton. las-ti-cl-zat| |,plastesi

'zasHen| n.

plas-ticizeer ['plasts,sizer/ »n. a substance (typically a
solvent) added to a synthetic resin to produce or
promote plasticity and flexibility and to reduce brit-
tleness.

plasticky |['plastiké/ »adj. resembling plastic.
W seeming artificial or of inferior quality.

plastic surger.y »n. the process of reconstructing
or repairing parts of the body, esp. by the transfer of
tissue, either in the treatment of injury or for cos-
metic reasons. Pfrom PLASTIC in the sense of being
possible to (re-)shape. Compare with -PLASTY.
—plas-tic sur.geon n.

plastic wood »n. a moldable material that hardens
to resemble wood and is used for filling cracks in
wood.

plas-tic wrap »n. a thin, transparent plastic film that

in which such a prize is awarded: the
final of the Ladies’ Plate at Henley. 2 a thin, flat sheet or
strip of metal or other material, typically one used
to join or strengthen things or forming part of a ma-
chine: he underwent surgery to have a steel plate put into
his leg. m a small, flat piece of metal or other materi-
al bearing a name or inscription and attached to a
door or other object: a brass plate with her initials.
m (usu. plates) short for LICENSE PLATE: the car had
Vermont plates. m Botany & Zoology a thin, flat organic
structure or formation: the fused bony plates protect the
tortoise's soft parts. m Geology each of the several rigid
pieces of the earth’s lithosphere that together make
up the earth’s surface. (See also PLATE TECTONICS.)
m Baseball short for HOME PLATE. M a piece of lumber
laid horizontally along the top of a wall to support
the ends of joists or rafters. ® a light horseshoe fora
racehorse. 3 asheet of metal, plastic, or some other
material bearing an image of type or illustrations

Pronunciation Key @ ago; er over; 'a or ,@ up; 'er or ;o1
fur; a hat; & rate; & car; CH chew; e let; & see; e(o)r air;
ifit; 1by: i(e)r ear; NG sing; 6 go; 6 for; oi boy; 60 good; 36
£00; Ou out; SH she; TH thin; TH then; (h)w why; zH vision
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plate appearance

from which multiple copies are printed. m a printed
photograph, picture, or illustration, esp. one on
superior-quality paper in a book. ®a thin sheet of
metal, glass, or other substance coated with a light-
sensitive film on which an image is formed, used in
larger or older types of cameras. 4 a thin piece of
plastic molded to the shape of a person’s mouth and
gums, to which artificial teeth or another ortho-
dontic appliance are attached. ® informal a complete
denture or orthodontic appliance. 5 a thin piece of
metal that acts as an electrode in a capacitor, bat-
tery, or cell. m the anode of a thermionic tube.

v [trans] 1 cover (a metal object) with a thin coating
or film of a different metal: she had already taken the
coin to a jeweler to be plated | [as adj., in combination]
(-plated) the gylinder is nickel-plated. m cover (an object)
with plates of metal for decoration, protection, or
strength. 2 serve or arrange (food) on a plate or
plates before a meal: overcooked vegetables won't look
appetizing, no matter how they are plated. 3 Baseball
score (a run or runs); cause (someone) to score. 4 Bi-
ology inoculate (cells or infective material) onto a
culture plate, esp. with the object of isolating a par-
ticular strain of microorganisms or estimating vi-
able cell numbers. >Middle English (denoting a flat,
thin sheet, usually of metal): from Old French, from
‘medieval Latin plata ‘plate armor,’ based on Greek
platus ‘flat.’ Sense 1 represents Old French plat ‘plat-
ter, large dish,’ also ‘dish of meat,” noun use of Old
French plat ‘flat.” —plate-ful |-{60l] n. (pl. -fuls)
—plate-less adj. —plat-er ['platar/ n.

»PHRASE Don one's plate occupying one's time or
energy: you've got a lot on your plate at the moment.

plate ap-pear-ance » n. Baseballa player’s turn at the
plate, the total of which for any player includes all
official at bats plus appearances that resulted in a
walk, sacrifice, etc. Compare with AT BAT.

plate armor »n. protective armor of metal plates,
esp. as worn in medieval times by mounted knights.

pla-teau jpla'to] > n. (pl. -teaus or -teaux -'t6z]) an area
of relatively level high ground.  figurative a state of
little or no change following a period of activity or
progress: the peace process had reached a platea. ® [as
ad;] denoting a group of American Indian peoples of
the plateau country of western Canada and the USS.,
including the Nez Percé.

>v. (teaus, -teaued, -teau-ing) [intrans) reach a state
of little or no change after a time of activity or
progress: the industry’s problems have plateaued out.
Plate 18th cent.: from French, from Old French pla-
tel, diminutive of plat ‘level.”

plate_glass »n. [often as adj] (plate-glass) thick fine-
quality glass, typically used for doors and store win-
dows and originally cast in plates.

plate-let /'plat-lit/ » n. Physiology a small colorless disk-
shaped cell fragment without a nucleus, found in
large numbers in blood and involved in clotting.
Also called THROMBOCYTE.
plate-mak-er ['plat,maker/ »n. a person or machine
that makes printing plates.

plat-en ['platn/ »n. 1 the plate in a small letterpress
printing press that presses the paper against the
type. 2 the cylindrical roller in a typewriter against
which the paper is held. blate 16th cent.: from
French platine ‘flat piece,’ from plat ‘flat.”

plat-er-esque /,plata'resk/ »adj. (esp. of Spanish ar-
chitecture) richly ornamented in a low-relief style
suggesting silver work. Plate 19th cent.: from Span-
ish plateresco, from platero ‘silversmith,’ from plata

“silver.’

Plate Riv-er Jplat/ a wide estuary on the Atlantic
coast of South America at the border between Ar-
gentina and Uruguay that is formed by the conflu-
ence of the Parani and Uruguay rivers. The cities of
Buenos Aires and Montevideo lie on its shores. In
1939, it was the scene of a naval battle in which the
British defeated the Germans. Spanish name Rio bE
LA PLATA. DPlate from Spanish plata ‘silver,” export-
ed from the region in the Spanish colonial period.

plate tec-ton-ics »plural n. [treated as sing.] a theory
explaining the structure of the earth’s crust and
many associated phenomena as resulting from the
interaction of rigid lithospheric plates that move

1300

platyfish

get on and off trains at a station. ® a raised structure
standing in the sea from which oil or gas wells can
be drilled or regulated. ® [usu. with adj] a raised
structure or orbiting satellite from which rockets or
missiles may be launched. ® Computing a standard
for the ofa stem, determi
ing what kinds of software it can run, 2 [usu. in
sing] the declared policy of a political party or
group: secking election on a platform of low taxes. ® an
opportunity to voice one’s views or initiate action:
the forum will provide a platform for discussion of commu-
nication issues. 3 (platforms) shoes with very thick
soles: chunky platforms | [as adj] yellow platform shoes.
bmid 16th cent.: from French plateforme ‘ground
plan,’ literally ‘flat shape.”

platform bed »n. a bed consisting of a mattress sup-
ported by a platform, which sometimes contains
drawers for storage.

platform game »n. a type of video game featuring
two-dimensional graphics in which the player con-
trols a character jumping or climbing between solid
platforms at different positions on the screen.

Plath JplaTh], Sylvia (1932-63), U.S. poet; wife of Ted
Hughes. Her life was marked by periods of severe
depression, and her work is notable for its treat-
ment of extreme and painful states of mind. In
1963, she committed suicide. Notable works: Ariel
(1965) and The Bell Jar (1963).

Sylvia Plath

plating ['plating/ »n. 1 a thin coating of gold, silver,
or other metal. mthe process of applying such a
layer. 2 an outer covering of broad, flattish sec-
tions, typically of metal: the tractors carried steel plat-
ing for protection. 3 the process of knitting two yarns
together so that each yarn appears mainly on one
side of the finished piece.

plati-nize ['platn,iz/ »v. [trans.] [usu. as adj] (pla-
tinized) coat (something) with platinum. —plat-ni-
zadtion /,platn-i‘zasHen/ n.

plati-noid /'platn,oid/ »n. an alloy of copper with
zinc, nickel, and sometimes tungsten, used for its
high electrical resistance.

plati-num ['platn-em/ »n. a precious silvery-white
metal, the chemical element of atomic number 78.
It was first encountered by the Spanish in South
America in the 16th century and is used in jewelry,
electrical contacts, laboratory equipment, and i
dustrial catalysts. (Symbol: Pt) m the grayish-white
or silvery color of platinum.

»adj. 1 of a platinum color: a platinum wig. 2 (of a
recording) having sold enough copies to merit a
platinum disk. Pearly 19th cent.: alteration of earli-
er platina, from Spanish, diminutive of plata ‘silver."

»PHRASE O go platinum (of a recording) achieve sales
meriting a platinum disk.

plati-num black »n. platinum in the form of a fine-
ly divided black powder, used as a catalyst and ab-
sorbent for gases.

plati-num blonde »n. a woman with silvery-blond
hair.

»adj. (of a woman'’s hair) silvery blond.
plati-num card Pn. a credit card made available to
indivi with high credit ratings, which carries

slowly over the mantle. —plate-tec-
ic adj.

plat-form ['platférm/ »n. 1 a raised level surface on
which people or things can stand: there are viewing
platforms where visitors may gape at the chasm.  a raised
floor or stage used by public speakers or performers
so that they can be seen by their audience: earning
her living on the concert platform. ma raised structure

certain privileges that are unavailable to holders of
other cards.
plati-num disk > n. a framed disk of platinum award-
ed to a recording artist or group for sales of a record-
ing exceeding one million copies (for albums) or
two million copies (for singles).
platd-num met-als »plural n. Chemistry the six metals
i i T i osmium,

along the side of a railroad track where p

rhodium, and iridium, which have similar Proper-
ties and tend to occur together in nature.

platitude ['plati,t(y)56d/ »n. a remark or statement,
esp. one with a moral content, that has been useq
too often to be interesting or thoughtful: she began
uttering liberal platitudes. m the quality of being dull,
ordinary, or trite: educators willing to te the bounds
of platitude. Pearly 19th cent.: from French, from plat
“flat.” —platitu-di-nize /,plati't(y)56dn,iz/ v. —piati.
tu-di-nous /,plati't(y)5odn-ss/ adj.

Pla-to ['platd/ (c.429-.347 Bc), Greek philosopher. A
disciple of Socrates and the teacher of Aristotle, he
founded the Academy in Athens. His theory of
“jdeas” or “forms” contrasts abstract entities or unj-
versals with their objects or particulars in the ma.
terial world. His philosophical writings are present.
ed in the form of dialogues, and his political
theories appear in the Republic.

Pla-ton-ic [plo'tanik/ »adj. of or associated with the
Greek philosopher Plato or his ideas. ® (platonic) (of
love or fri ip) intimate and i but not
sexual: their relationship is purely platonic. # (platonic)
confined to words, theories, or ideals, and not lead-
ing to practical action. >mid 16th cent.: via Latin
from Greek Platénikos, from Platon ‘Plato.” —pla-ton.
i-cally /-(0)é] adv.

Pla-ton-ic solid » n. one of five regular solids (a tetra-
hedron, cube, octahedron, dodecahedron, or icosa-
hedron).

Pla-to-nism ['platn,izem/ »n. the philosophy of Plato
or his followers. See PLATO. ® any of various revivals
of Platonic doctrines or related ideas, esp. Neopla-

ism (a 17th

tonism and C: i ry
tempt to ile Christianity with and
science). mthe theory that numbers or other ab-
stract objects are objective, timeless entities, inde-
pendent of the physical world and of the symbols
used to represent them. —Pla-to-nist n.

pla-toon [ple'taon] »n. a subdivision of a company of
soldiers, usually forming a tactical unit that is com-
manded by a lieutenant and divided into several
sections. Wa group of people acting together: pla-
toons of sharp lawyers. m (in baseball and other sports)
a pairing of two or more teammates who play the
same position at different times: in 1982 the Orioles
employed a productive left-field platoon of Lowenstein,
Ayala, and Roenicke.

»v. [trans] (in baseball and other sports) have (an ath-
lete) play in rotation with one or more teammatesat
the same position: he was underrated because of Sten-
gel's platooning him with Woodling. W [intrans.] play a
sport in this way: Polonia mostly platooned in his three
years with the A’s. >mid 17th cent.: from French pelo-
ton ‘platoon,’ literally ‘small ball,’ diminutive of
pelote.

platoon ser-geant »n. a noncommissioned officer
in the U.S. Army intermediate in rank between a
staff sergeant and a first sergeant.

Platt-deutsch ['plat,doicH| »n. & adj. another term for
Low GERMAN. >German, from Dutch Platduits, from
plat ‘flat, low’ + Duits ‘German.’

plat-ter ['plater/ »n. 1 a large flat dish or plate, typi-
cally oval or circular in shape, used for serving
food. ma quantity of food served on such a dish:
huge platters of cold cuts. m a meal or selection of food
placed on a platter, esp. one served in a restaurant:
I'll have the seafood platter. 2 something shaped like
such a dish or plate, esp. of a circular shape, in par-
ticular: m informal, dated a phonograph record. & the
rotating metal disk forming the turntable of a
record player. m Computing a rigid rotating disk on
which data is stored in a disk drive; a hard disk
(considered as a physical object). >Middle English:
from Anglo-Norman French plater, from plat ‘large
dish’ (see PLATE). ot

»PHRASE O on a (silver) platter informal used to indi-
cate that someone receives or achieves something
with little or no effort: you're being offered this oppor-
tunity on a silver platter.

Platte Riv-er |'plat/ a river in southwestern Nebraska
that is formed by the North Platte and South Platt¢
rivers and flows for 310 miles (500 km) to join the
Missouri River near Omaha.

Platts-burgh |'plats,barg] a city in northeastern New
York, on Lake Champlain, the site of battles during
the 18th and 19th centuries; pop. 21,255.

platy- > comb. form broad; flat: platypus. >from Greek
platus ‘broad, flat."

platy-fish |'plats fisk . (pl. same or -fishes)a small
livebearing freshwater fish of Mexico and Centra!
America, popular in aquariums. * Genus Xiphoph>
rus, family Poeciliidae: several species, in particuld®
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