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adhesiotomy • administration 

aggregati~ -Of dissimilar body materials to a visceral surface due to 
inflammation or trauma. , 

ad•he•si•ot•o•my (ld-he'ze-<!t'.i-me) n., pl. -mie■• Surgical divi­
sion of adhesions. 

ad•he•sive (ld-he-' slv, -zlv) ad;. 1. Tending to ad.qere : STICKY. 2. 
Gummed so as to adhere. -ad•he'■ive n. -ad•he'■ive0ly adv, 
-ad0he11ive•ness n. 

adhesive tape n. Tape lined an one side with an adhesive. 
ad hoc (ld h0k1, hok') ad;. aJ adv. [Lat., to this.] For a specific pur­
pose, case, or situation <formed an ad hoc committee> 

ad hom•i•nem (ld hOm'.i·n~m') ad;. aJ adv. [Lat., to the man.] 
Appealing to personal prejudices. or emotions ,rather than to reason 
<an ad hominem debate> 

ad•i•a•bl!,t•ic (ld'e-.i-blt'rk, a'di-.i-) ad;. [Gk. adiabatos, impassa­
ble : a-, not + diabatos, passable (dia, through + bates, passable < 
bainein, to go).] Phy~cs. Of, pertaining to, or designating a thermo­
dynamic process occurring without the gain or loss of heat. -ad' i• 
a•bat1i•cal•ly adv. • . , 

a•dieu (~yoo', .i-doo1 ) inter;. [ME.< OFr. adieu, (I commend :you) 
to God :·a, to(< Lat. ad) t Dieu, God< Lat. deus.] Good-by. -n., pl. 
a 0 dieua or a•dieux (.i-dyooz1, .i-dooz1). A farewell. 

ad in•fi•ni•tum (Id ln1t.i-ni1t.im) ad;. a) adv. [Lat., to infinity.] 
Without limit or end : FOREVER. 

ad in•ter•im (ld ln1t.ir-.im) ad;. aJ adv. [Lat.] In the meantime. 
ad•i•os (lld'e-os', a'de-) inter;. [Sp. adios: a, to(< Lat. ad) ;t Dios, 
God < Lat. jleus.] Good-by. ,, · 

ad•i•po•cere (lld 1:i-po-sir') n. [ADIPO(SE) + Lat. cera, wax.] A 
brown, fatty, waxlike substance that forms on dead animal tissues in 
response to moisture. , · 

ad•i•pose (lld1.i-pos') ad;. [NLat. adiposus < Lat. adeps, lard.],Of or 
relating to _animal fat : FATTY. -n. The fat found in adipose tissue. 
-ad1i 0 po1e'nes1, ad'i•poe'i•ty (·pOs'l-te) n . 

adipose tissue n. Bodily connective tissue that contains stored cel-
lular fat ,· 

ad•it (lid ~rt) n. [Lat. aditus. access' < a dire, to ap_proach : ad-, toward 
+- ire, to go.] An almost horizontal entrance to a mine. 

ad•ja_-cent (.i-ja1s.int) ad;. [ME < Lat. ad;acens, pr.part. of ad;acere, 
to lie.near : ad-, near to + ;acere, to lie.] 1. Close to : Nf.ARIIY < the 
house and ad;acent pond> 2. Next to: ADJOl,NING. -ad.ja'cen•CY 
n. -ad.ja1.cent•ly adv. 

* IIJ'Dll! ADJACENT, ABUTilNG, ADJOINING, BORDERING, CONTERMI· 
NOUS, CONTIGUOU,S, JUXTAPOSED, MEETING, TOUCHING ad;. coie 
meaning : sharing a common boundary <ad;acent lots> ant: NON· 

AD~ri . , 1 

adjacent angle n. Either of two angles having a common side and 
a common vertex. · ' 11• 

adjacent angle 

"' . . 
ad•jec•ti•val llj1rk-ti1v.il) ad;. Of, relating to, or functioning as an 
adjective. - ad jec•ti I val•ly adv. , .. 

ad•jec•tive (llj'lk•tlv) n. [ME < OFr. ad;ectif < Lat. ad;ectivus•i:: 
adiicere, to add to : ad-, to + ;acere, to throw.] 1. Any of a class of 
words used to modify a noun or other substantive by limiting, quali• 
fying, or specifying. ~ Any, of A form class distinguished in English 
morphologically by one of several suffixes, as -able, -ous, -er, and -est, 
or syntactically by position,in a phrase or sentence, as white in a white 
house. 3. A subordinate Qr dependent. -ad1jec•tive•ly adv. 

adjective pronoun n. A pronoun acting ~ an adjective, aa which 
in Which cars! or yourself in You yourself said so. 

ad•join (.i-join1) v. -joined, -Join•ina, -Join■ • [ME ajoinen < OFr. 
aioilldre < Lat. adiungere, to .join to : ad-, to+ jungere, to join.] -vt. 
1. To be next to. Z. To attach by joining. - vi. To be in or nearly in 
contact. 

ad•join•ing (.i•joi'nlng) ad;. Bordering: contiguous. 
ad•journ (a•jdrn1) v. -Journed, -Journ•ina, -Journ■• [ME a;oum• 
en < OFr. a;oumer : a, to (< Lat. ad) + ioJlr, day < Lat. diurnum.] 
- vt. To suspend until a later stated tim~. -vi. 1. To suspend pro• 
ceedings to another time or locaJ;ion. 1. Informal. To move from one 
location to another <ad;oµmed to the den to read> -ad,journ 1 • 
mentn. . 

ad.judge (.i•jt1j 1) vt. -fudged, -Juda•ina, -Judg0e■• [ME a;ugen < 
OFr. a;uger < Lat. a·d;udicaie. - sec ADJUDICATE.] 1. To determine by 
judicial procedure: ADJUDICATE. 2. To rujc judicially.~- To award (~.g., 
damagca) by law. 4. To regard or consider. 

14 

ad•ju•di•cate (.i-joo1dr-kat') vt. -cat•ed, -cat•ing,.-catea. [Lat, 
adjudicare, adiudicat-, to award to (judicially) : ad-, to + ;udicare, to 
judge< ;udex, judge.] To hear and settle (a case) by judicial procedure 
-~d•ju'di•ca1tion n. -ad,ju1di•ca'tive ad;. -ad•ju'di~ 
ca torn. . , 

ad•Junct (llj'l1ngkt') n. [Lat. adiunctum < adiunctus, p.part. of ad­
;ungere, to join to. -see ADJOIN.] 1, One attached to another in a sub­
ordinate or dependent position. 1. One aasociatcd with another in a 
duty or service in a subordinate or auxiliary capacity. 3. A word or 
words added ill order to clarify, qualify, or modify other words. 4. Log­
ic. A nonessential attribute. -ad;. 1. Added or connected in a sub­
ordinate or auxiliary capacity <an ad;unct clause> 2. Attached to a 
faculty or staff in a temporary or auxiliary capacicy. r ad•Junc'tion 
(:>-j(lngk1sh.in) n. -ad•Junc1tive ad;. 

ad•ju,ra,tion (ljta•ra1shm) n. 1. A solemn command. 2. An ear­
nest appeal: ENTREATY. -ad•i.u,r'a•to'ry (a•jdor1.i-tOr'e, -tor'e) 
ad;. 

ad•jure (:>·joor1) vt. -jured, -iur•ing, -jurea. [ME ad;uren < Lat. 
ad;urare, to swear to : ad-, to + ;urare, to swear.] 1. To command or 
enjoin solemnly, as under oath. 2. To appeal to earnestly : ENTllAT. 

-ad0jur1er, ad•iu1ror n. 
ad•juat (.i-jilst1) v. -juat•ed, -ju■t•ing, -just■• [Obs. Fr. adiuster 
< OFr. a;oster : Lat. ad, to + Lat. iuxta, near.] -vt. 1. To change so 
as to match or fit. 1. To bring into proper relationship. 3. To conform 
or adapt, as to new conditions. 4. To make accurate by regulation. 5. 
To decide how much is to be paid on (an insurance claim). 6. To cor­
rect (the range and direction of a gun) in firing. -vi. To adapt oneself 
: CONFORM. ,-.-ad•ju■t'a•ble adj. -ad•fo■t 1a0bly adv. -ad· 
juat1er, ad•Ju■ 1tor n. * syn,: ADJUST, ATTUNE, FQ:, REGULATE, SET, TUNE UP v. core 
meaning : to alter (parts of a device) for proper functioning <adiust 
the valves> , · ~ • 

ad,just•ment1J.i-jilst'm:int) n .' 1. L The act of making fit or con­
formable. b. The condition of being adjusted. 2. A means for adjusting. 
3. The settlement of a debt or claim. 4. A correction or modification 
<made an adiustznent to,the p,hone bill> 

ad•ju•tant (lj '.i·t:>nt) n. 14~ ,adiutans, adiutpnt-, pr.part. of_ adiu• 
tare, freq. of adiuvare, to help : ad-, to + ;uvare, to pelp.] 1. An ad­
ministrative staff c;>fficer "{ho assjsts. a commanding officer. 2. An 
assistant. 3. The marabou. -.ad1ju•tan•cy (·l.ln-se) n. 

adjutant gener!ll n., pl.• adjutants general. 1. An adjutant of a 
military, unit having a general staff. 1. An of#cer in charge of the Na· 
.tional Guard of one of the &t11tes of the United States. 3. Adjutant 
General. The chief administrative officer of the U.S. Army. 

adjutant stork n. The marabou. . 
ad0 ju,vant (llj' :i-v.int) n. [Lat. ad;uvans, adjuvant-, pr.part. of adiu­
vare, to help. -see AID.] 1. A pharmacological agent added to a drug 
to enhance its effect. 1. An immunological agent that increases the 
antigenic response. , • 

Ad0 le0 ri•an (ld-Ur1 e-.in) ad;. [After Alfred Adler (1870-1937).] Of 
or pertaining to a psychological school holding that behavior arises in 
subconscious efforts to compensate for inferiority or deficiency and 
thft neurosis results from overcompensation. 

ad lib (lid lib') adv. [Short for AD UBITUM.] In an improvisatory man-
ner : SPONTANEOUSLY. ' 

ad-lib (lld-1Ib1 ) Informal. -v. -libbed, -lib•bing, -lib■• -vt. To 
impr9vise, and deliver extemporaneously. - vi. To improvise or ex­
temporize. -n. Something ad-libbed. -ad;. Spoken or performed 
spontaneously <ad-lib comedy> -ad-lib'ber n. . 

ad lib0 i 0 tum (ld 1Ib1I-t.im) ad;. [Lat. ad, to + libitum, pleasure.] 
Mus. That may be performed or omitted. ,- Used as a direction. 

ad•man (Ad 1mln') n. Informal. A man who works in the advertising 
business. , 

ad 0mea1°ure (ld-m!zh1 :ir) vt. -ured, -ur•ina, -urea. [ME 
amesuren < OPr. ame.surer: a, to(< Lat. ad) + mesurer, to measure.] 
To divide and distribute proportionally: APPORTION. -ad•me••'· 
ure•ment n. -ad,meaa1ur•er n. 

Ad,me0 tu1 (A~•me1 t.is) n. [Lat. < Gk. Admitos.] Gk. Myth. A king 
of Thessaly and hus~d of Alcestis. 

ad•mi,n•ia•ter (Ad·min'l-st.ir) v. -tered, -ter•ing,-ten. [ME ad· 
ministren < OFr. administrer < Lat. administrars : ad, to + mini· 
strll{e, to manage.] -vt. 1. To have charge of : MANAGE. 1. a. To give 
or apply formally, as a sacrament. b. To give as a remedy <administer 
a tral}quilizer> 3. To mete out <administer.punishment> 4. To man· 
age or dispose of (a tru~t or estate) under a will or an official appoint· 
mcnt. ,5. To tender (e.g., an oath). -vi. 1, To manage as an 
administrator. 1. To tend or minister <administering to our desires> 
-ad0min1i1°tra•~le adi, -ad•min'ia•trant ad;. ev n. 
1 * Sy,J_I! ADMINISTU, ADMINISTRJ,TE1 DlllBCT, GOVERN, HEAD, ?,!AN· 
AGE, RUN, SUPERJl'ITINQ v: core meaning : to ha,y1; charge of (the af. 
fairs of others) <administer a colony> , 

ad•min•i••trate (lld-mln' r-strit') vt. -trat•ed, -trat•inl, 
-trate,. To administer. , 

ad•min•i••tra•tion (lld-min'l-stri1sh.in) n. 1. The management of 
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address book 17 

·2 · i~dd;~-~~-~ih·t~ ~bj to officially tell a par1icular person 
or organization your complaints, questions, or com­
ments: All enquiries should be addressed to head office. 
3 to speak publicly to a group of people: address a 
meeting /conference / audience/assembly 3a. formal to 
speak directly to someone who is with you: He turned 
his head to address me. • address sth to sh Throughout the 
conversation he addressed his remarks to my husband. 
Jb. to call 'someone a particular name or ti tle when 
you speak to them: address sb as/by sth The prince 
should be addressed as 'Sir' al all times. ♦ We were all 
addressed by surname. 
4 to try to deal with a problem or question , for example 
by thinking carefully about it, or by doing things to 
improve a situation: Governments have been slow to 
address the problem of global warming. • A number of 
issues are being addressed. ♦ address yourself to sth We 
need to address ourselves to the question of cost. 

ad'dress book noun (Cl a book with spaces in which 
you can write people's names, addresses, telephone 
numbers etc, usually in alphabetical order a. a pie~e 
of computer software that you use to record people s 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses 
etc 

addressee / redre'si: / noun (C]formal the person that 
a Jetter or parcel is addressed to 

adduce /;i'dju:s/ verb (T)forma1 to give a particular fact 
as proof that something is true 

adenoidal / ,redr'nordl/ adj 1 if someone's voice is 
adenoidal some of the sound seems to come through 
their nos~ 2 relating to your adenoids 

adenoids / 'redr,nordz/ noun (plural) pieces of soft flesh 
between the back of your throat and your nose that 
sometimes become swollen and have to be removed 

adept 1 
/ ;i 'dept/ adj skilful at doing something: a tech­

nically adept musician • + at The flafjish is remarkably 
adept at hiding itself on the sea bed. - adeptly adv 

adept' / 'redept / noun [CJ someone who is very ~killed 
at doing something or knows a lot about something 

adequacy /'redrkw;isi/ noun [U) the quality of being 
good enough 

adequate /'redrkw;it/ adj *** 
1 good enough or large enough for a particular 
purpose: SUFFICIENT: The state needs to maintain an 
adequate supply of trained teachers. ♦ +for The big house 
is perfectly adequate for just the two of us. + adequate to 
do sth Existing levels of funding are not adequate lo deal 
with this problem. 
2 satisfactory, but not extremely good: a merely ade­
quate knowledge of the subject - adequately adv 

ADHD / ,er di: ertJ 'di:/ nou_n (U) atte~t\on deficit hyper­
activity disorder: a medical cond1t10n th_at makes 
someone more active than normal, makes 11 difficult 
for them to concentrate, and causes problems with their 
behaviour 

adhere /Jd'ru;i/ verb [I ) formal to stick to something: 
+to It's the sort of surface that paint doesn't adhere to very 
well. 

ad'here to phrasal vb [Tl (a dhere to sth) 1 to obey a rule, 
Jaw agreement etc: We must strictly adhere to the terms 
of the contract. 2 to support or believe in an idea, pl~n, 
opinion etc: His fo llowers adhere to a blend of Buddhist, 
Hindu, and Christian teachings. 

adherence /Jd'hrJrnns/ noun (U] formal 1 the action 
of continuing to obey a rule, law, agreement etc: +to a 
strict adherence to the rule of law 2 support for or belief 
in an idea, plan, opinion etc: +to adherence to traditional 
values 

adherent /Jd 'hrJrnnt/ noun (CJ forma l a supporter of a 
set of ideas, an organization, or a person: adherents of 
Islam 

adhesion /;id 'hi:3n/ noun (U] the ability of one thing 
to stick to another 

adhesive' /Jd 'hi:srv/ noun [CJ a substance used for 
making things stick together 

adhesive' /Jd'hi:srv/ adj able to stick to things or to 
make things stick together: adhesive tape/ labels 

ad hoc / red 'hok/ adj done only when needed for a 
specific purpose, without planning or preparation: She 
has a very ad hoc approach to management. ♦ on an ad hoc 

adjutant 

basis Members of the ~om,~illee are ei~~;~d -~~-~~- ~d-;;.;;, m 
basis. -ad hoc adv • 

adieu /o'dj u:/ interjection literary used for saying 
goodbye 

ad i~fin_itum / ,red rnf1 'na1tam/ adv if you do something 
ad infinitum, you repeat it again and again 

adios / ,redi 'os / interjection the Spanish word for 'good­
bye' 

adipose /'redr,p;ius/ adj science adipose TISSUE is used 
for storing fat 

adj. abbrev adjective 
adjacent /a'd3ersnt/ adj * next to or near something 
else: an adjacent areal room/ building ++ to The site of the 
new building is adjacent to the park. 

adjectival / ,red31k'tarvl/ adj relating to or used as an 
adjective: an adjectival phrase-adjectivally adv 

adjective /'red31kt1v/ noun (CJ * a w?r~ ,'!se~ for 
describing a noun or pronoun. The word big in a big 
house' is an adjective. 

adjoin /J'd3oin/ verb [ l(T)_Jorma1 to be next to and 
connected to another building, room, area etc: the land 
that adjoins the park 

adjoining /J'd3omr1J/ adj next to and connec_te_d. to 
another building, room, area etc: owners of adjommg 
properties 

adjourn /J'd3a:n / v_erb (1/T) t_o temporarily end some­
thing such as a meeting or a trial: The case was adjourned 
until Monday. - adjournment noun [C/U) 

ad'journ to phrasal vb [T) formal (adj~urn_to sth] to leave 
one place and move to another: Lets adjourn to the bar. 

adjudge /a'd3Ad3/ verb (Tl formal !o make an official 
judgment about someone or something 

adjudicate /J'd3u:d1,kert/ verb (1/T) to make an offi­
cial decision about a problem or disagreement 
- adjudication /;i,d3U:d1'ke1Jn/ noun (U ], adjudicator 
noun (C] 

adjunct / 'red3Al)kt/ noun (C) 1 somethin_g that_ is a~ded 
to something else but is not essential to 1t 2 lmgwst,cs 
a word or phrase that adds information to a sentence. 
In 'I put the box on the table', 'on the table' is an 
adjunct. 

adjust /J'd3Ast/ verb ** · . 
1 [Tl to change something slightly in order to make 11 
better, more accurate, or more effective: Stir in the lemon 
juice and adjust the seasoning. + adjust sth for sth ( =change 
something to show the effect of something else) The 
figures have been adjusted for inflation. 1 a. to move 
something slightly so that it is in _the right place or is 
more comfortable: She stopped to adjust the strap on her 
sandal. 
2 [I) to get used to a new situation by changing your 
ideas or the way you do things: When economic cir­
cumstances change, businesses need time to adjust. ++to It 
took her two years to adjust to life in England. 2a. if your 
eyes adjust to darkness or light, tliey get used to it and 
you begin to be able to see clearly again: Give your eyes 
time to adjust. + +to Her eyes gradually adjusted to the 
gloom. 

adjustable / a'd3AstJbl/ adj able to be changed in shape, 
size, or position according to what you want or need: 
an adjustable strap/seat 

adjustable 'spanner noun (CJ Br Ea SPANNER (=metal 
tool for making things tighter or looser) with a head that 
can be moved to work on NUTS and BOLTS of different 
sizes -picture ➔ TOOL' 

adjustable 'wrench noun (CJ AmE an ADJUSTABLE 
SPANNER 

adjuster / J'd3Asta / noun [CJ a Loss ADJUSTER 
adjustment / J'd3AstmJnt/ noun [C/U ] ** 

1 a change in something that makes it better, more 
accurate, or more effectlve: The upward adjustment in 
salaries reflects the current rate of inflation. + make adjust­
ments We'll see how this schedule works, then we'll make 
adjustments as necessary. 
2 a change that someone makes in their behaviour or 
attitude: +to I'm not sure how he'll make the emotional 
adjustment to retirement. 

adjutant /'red3utJnt~ noun [CJ a military officer who 
helps an officer of a h igher rank by doing office work 
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of a private or intimate nature. ❖ adv. Privately with only two individ­
als involved: dining a dewc. I French : d, by, at + dwx. two.} 

:d fem•l•nam (3d f~m1!-n3m', -n,m) adj. ~ppealin_g t~ irrele~ant 
onal considerations concerning women, rspcc,ally pre1ud1ces against 

pchrs See Usage Note at ad hominem. (Latin ad, to+ ftminam, accu• 
t em. d f ,. , d 
sative of ftmina, woman.] --a em 1•nam a v. 
ADH abbr. antidiuretic hormone 
ADHD abbr. attention deficit hypernctivil)' disorder 
ad•here (3d-h!r') ,._ -hered, -her•ing, ~heres -inrr. 1. 1_0 stick 
fast by or as if by suction or glue. 2. _lo remam devoted to or be m sup-

rt of something: adhered to l,,r beliefs. 3. To carry out a plan, scheme, 
~~operation without deviation: \Ve will ad/,crc to_ 011r pla11. -tr. 1~ cause 
to adhere; make stick. (French adMrcr, from Latm adhaertrc, to stick to: 
ad- ad- + lweitre, to stick. I 
ad·•her•ence (Jd-hlrlans, -h~r'•) 11. 1. The process or condition of 
adhering. 2. Faithful attachment; devotion: "Adherence to t/,e rule of law 
... is a very importalll principle" (William H. Webster). 
ad•her•ent (3d-hlr'ant, -h!r1-) 11. A supporter, as of a cause or in­
dividual: a vote that pleased adherents of education reform. ❖ adj. 1. 
Sticking or holding fast. 2. Botany Joined but not united. Used of dis­
similar parts or organs. --ad•herfent•ly adv. 
ad•he•sion (3d-hc'zhan) n. 1. The act or state of adhering. 2. At­
tachment or devotion; loyalty. 3. Assent or agreement to join. 4. Medi­
cine a. A condition in which bodily tissues that are normally separate 
grow together. b. A fibrous band of scar tissue that binds together nor­
mally separate anatomical structures. 5. Physics The physical attraction 
or joining of two substances, especially the macroscopically observable 
attraction of dissimilar substances. (French adhtsion, from Latin adhae­
sio, adhaesion-, from adhaesus, past participle of adhaerere, to adhere. See 
ADHERE.) 
ad•he•si•ot•o•my (3d-he'ze-<ll',-m~) n., pl. -mies Surgical divi­
sion or separation of adhesions. 
ad•he•sive (3d-helsiv, -zTv) adj. 1. Tending to adhere; sticky. 2. 
Gummed so as to adhere. 3. Tending to persist; difficult if not impossible 
to shake off: "He feels an adhesive dread, a sudden acquaintance with the 
... darker side of mankind" (George F. Will). ❖ n. A substance, such as 
paste or cement, that provides or promotes adhesion. --ad•hefsive•ly 
adv. --ad•he'sive•ness n. 
adhesive tape n. A tape lined on one side with an adhesive. 
ad hoc (3d h6k', hok1) adv. For the specific purpose, case, or situation 
at hand and for no other: a committee formed ad hoc to address the issue 
of salaries. ❖ adj. 1. Formed for or concerned with one specific purpose: 
an ad hoc compensation committee. 2. Improvised and often impromptu: 
"On an ad hoc basis, Congress has . .. placed . . . ceilings on military aid to 
specific countries" (New York Times). [Latin: ad, to + hoc, neuter accu­
sative of hie, this. I 
ad hoc•ism also ad-hoc•ism (3d h6k'Iz-am, ho'klz-) n. The ten­
dency to establish temporary, chiefly improvisational policies and proce­
dures to deal with specific problems and tasks: "In the absence of specific 
policies carefully tended by specialists, ad hocism took root" (U.S. News & 
World Report). 
ad hom•i•nem (hom'a-nem', -n,m) adj. Appealing to personal 
considerations rather than to logic or reason: Debaters should avoid ad 
hominem arguments that question their opponents' motives. [Latin : ad, to 
+ hominem, accusative of homo, man.] --ad hom1i•nem' adv. 

Usage Note As the principal meaning of the preposition ad suggests, 
the homo of ad hominem was originally the person to whom an argument 
was addressed, not its subject. The phrase denoted an argument designed 
to appeal to the listener's emotions rather than to reason, as in the sen­
tence The Republicans' evocation of pity for the small farmer strugg!ing_ to 
maintain his property is a purely ad hominem argument for reducing in­
heritance taxes. This usage appears to be waning; only 37 percent of the 
Usage Panel finds this sentence acceptable. The phrase now chiefly de­
scribes an argument based on the failings of an adversary rather than on 
the merits of the case: Ad hominem attacks on one's opponent are a tried­
and-true strategy for people who have a case that is weak. Ninety percent 
of the Panel finds this sentence acceptable. The expression now also has 
a looser use in referring to any personal attack, whether or not it is part 
of an argument, as in It isn't in the best interests of the nation for the press 
to attack him in this personal, ad hominem way. This use is acceptable to 
65 percent of the Panel. • Ad hominem has also recently acquired a use 
as a noun denoting personal attacks, as in "Notwithstanding all the ad 
hominem, Gingrich insists that he and Panetta can work together" (Wash­
ington Post). This usage may raise some eyebrows, though it appears to 
be gaining ground in journalistic style. • A modern coinage patterned on 
ad hominem is ad feminam, as in "Its treatment of Nabokov and its ad 
feminam attack on his wife Vera often border on character assassination" 
(Simon Karlinsky). Though some would argue that this neologism is un­
necessary because the Latin word homo refers to humans generically, 
rather than to the male sex, in some contexts ad feminam has a more 
specific meaning than ad hominem, being used to describe attacks on 
women as women or because they are women, as in "Their recourse ... 
to ad feminam attacks evidences the chilly climate for women's leadership 
on campus" (Donna M. Riley). 

ad•l•a•bat•lc (iid'e-a-b3t'ik, 3'di-a-) adj. Of, relating to, or being 
a reversible thermodynamic process that occurs without gain or loss of 
heat and without a change in entropy. [From Greek adiabatos, impass­
able : a-, not; see A- 1 + diabatos, passable (dia-, dia- + batos, passable, 
from bainein, to go; see gwa- in Appendix I).] --ad'i•a•bat'i•cal•ly 
adv. 

ad feminam I adjunct 
a•dleu C•-d~'• a-d®') interj. Used to express farrwdl. ~ n., pL a• 
dieus or a•d1eux .<•-dyuoz1, ,-d®z') A farewell. (Middle English, 
from Old French 11 ,l1e11, (I commend you) to God: a, to (from Latin ad; 
see AD-)+ Dieu, God (from Latin deus; see dyeu- in Appendix l).J 
A•dl•ge (aldl-ja', ~'d~·Je'l A rivero! northeait Italy rising in the Alps 
and flowing about 410 km (255 mi) generallpouth then east to the Adri­
atic Sea at the Gulf of Venice. 
ad ln•fl•r_,l•tum (Ad ln'fa-nl'tam) a,lv. & a,lj. To infinity; having 
no end. (Latm 11d, to + J11fl11J1um, accusative ol Inflnllus, infinite.) 
ad ln•ter•lm (ln1tar-am) adv. In or for ihe meantime; temporarily. 
❖ adj. Acting or done ad interim; temporary. Sec synonyms at tempo­
rary. (Latin ad, to, for+ i111uim, the meantime.} 
a•dl•os (fi'dc-os1) interj. Used to express farewell. [Spanish adi6,, 
probably translated from French d dieu. Sec ADIEU.) 

a•dlp•lc acid (a-dlp/Jk) n. A white crystalline dicarboxylic acid, 
C.H110 ,, that is derived from oxidation of various fats, slightly soluble 
in water and soluble in alcohol and acetone, and used especially in the 
manufacture of nylon and polyurethane foams. [ From Latin adeps, adip-, 
fat.] 
ad•l•po•cere (iid1a-po-sir') n. A brown, fatty, waxlikc substance 
that forms on dead animal tissues in response to moisture. [ADIPO(SE) + 
Latin cira, wax.} 
ad•l•po•cyte (ad1a-po-slt') n. See fat cell. 
ad•i•pose (ad1a-pos') adj. Of, relating to, or composed of animal 
fat; fatty. ❖ n. The fat found in adipose tissue. [New Latin adiposus, 
from Latin adeps, adip-, fat.) --adfi•pose'ness, ad'i•pos'i•ty 
(-p6s'i-tt) n. 
adipose tissue n. A type of connective tissue that contains stored 
cellular fat. 
Ad•l•ron•dack chair (iid'a-r6n'dak') n. An outdoor armchair 
having an angled back and seat made of wide, usually wooden slats. 
Adirondack Mountains A group of mountains in northeast New 
York between the St. Lawrence River valley in the north and the Mohawk 
River valley in the south. The range is part of the Appalachian system and 
rises to 1,629.9 m (5,344 ft). Lakes, forests, and numerous winter sports 
resorts, including Lake Placid, site of the 1932 and 1984 Wmter Olym­
pics, attract many tourists. 
ad•it (adlit) n. An almost horizontal entrance to a mine. [Latin adirus, 
access, from past participle of adire, to approach : ad-, ad- + Ire, to go; 
see ei• in Appendix I.] 
adj. abbr. 1. adjective 2. adjunct 3. Adj. adjutant 
ad•ja•cen•cy (a-jii'san-se) n., pL -cies 1. The state of being adja­
cent; contiguity. 2. A thing that is adjacent. 
ad•ja•cent (a-ja's:int) adj. 1. Close to; lying near: adjacent cities. 2. 
Next to; adjoining: adjacent garden plots. [Middle English, from Latin 
adiacens, adiacent-, present participle of adiactre, to lie near: ad-, ad-+ 
iacere, to lie; see ye- in Appendix I.) --ad•ja'cent•ly adv. 
adjacent angle n. Either of two angles having a common side and 
a common vertex. 
ad•jec•ti•val (3j'ik-U'val) adj. Of, relating to, or functioning as an 
adjective. --ad'jec•ti'val•ly adv. 
ad•jec•tlve (ajlik-tiv) n. Abbr. a. or adj. 1. The part of speech that 
modifies a noun or other substantive by limiting, qualifying, or specify­
ing and distinguished in English morphologically by one of several suf­
fixes, such as -able, -ous, -er, and -est, or syntactically by position directly 
preceding a noun or nominal phrase. 2. Any of the words belonging to 
this part of speech, such as white in the phrase a white house. ~ adj. 1. 
Adjectival: an adjective clause. 2. Law Prescriptive; remedial: adjective 
law. 3. Not standing alone; derivative or dependent. [Middle English, 
from Old French adjectif, from Late Latin adiecfivus, from adiectus, past 
participle of adicere, to add to : ad-, ad- + iacere, to throw; see ye- in 
Appendix I.J --ad'jec•tive•ly adv. 
adjective pronoun n. A pronoun acting as an adjective, such as 
which in which dictionaries? 
ad•join (a-join' ) v. -joined, -join•ing, -joins - tr. 1. To be next 
to; be contiguous to: property that adjoins ours. 2. To attach: "I do adjoin 
a copy of the letter that I have received" (John Fowles). -intr. To be con­
tiguous. [Middle English ajoinen, from Old French ajoindre, ajoin-, from 
Latin adiungere, to join to: ad-, ad-+ iungere, to join; see yeug- in Ap­
pendix I.] 
ad•joln•ing (a-joi'ning) adj. Neighboring; contiguous. 
ad•journ (a-j0rn'l v. -journed, -journ•ing, -journs -tr. To sus­
pend until a later stated time. -intr. 1. To suspend proceedings to an­
other time or place. 2. To move from one place to another: After the meal 
we adjourned to the living room. [Middle English ajournen, from Old 
French ajoumer: a-, to (from Latin ad-; see AD-)+ jour, day (from Late 
Latin diurnum, from Latin diumus, daily, from dies, day; see dyeu- in 
Appendix I).] --ad•journ'ment n. 
Adjt. abbr. adjutant 
ad•judge (a-jilj') tr.v. -judged, -judg•ing, -judg•es la. To deter­
mine or decide by judicial procedure; adjudicate. b. To order judicially; 
rule. c. To award (damages, for example) by law. 2. To regard, consider, 
or deem: was adjudged incompetent. (Middle English ajugen, from Old 
French ajuger, from Latin adiudicilre. See ADJUDICATE. ) 
ad•ju•di•cate (a-j6ll'di-kAt') v. -cat•ed, -cat•ing, -cates - tr. 
1. To hear and settle ( a case) by judicial procedure. 2. To study and settle 
(a dispute or conflict): The principal adjudicated our quarrel. - intr. To 
act as a judge. [Latin adiudicare, adiudicat-, to award to (judicially) : a~-. 
ad- + iudiciire, to judge (from iudex, judge; see JUDGE).] --ad•1u'd1• 
ca'tion n. --ad•ju'di•ca'tive adj. --ad•ju1di•ca'tor n. 
ad•junct (ajliingkt') n. 1. Something attached to another in a depen-

Adirondack chair 

adit 
Eureka Mine, Death Valley, 

California 

adjacent angle 
The common vertex is O; 
angle AOB is adjacent to 

angle BOC. 

lpat 
a pay 
Ar care 
I father 
l pet 
t be 
!pit 
!pie 
Ir pier 
opot 
Otoe 
6paw 

oiboy 
ou out 
o~otook 
ooboot 
lieut 
Or urge 
th thin 
th this 
hwwhich 
zh vision 
• about, item 
♦ regionalism 

Stress marks: ' (primary); 
' (secondary), as in 
dlctionary (dik'sho-nlr't) 
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ADF 

ADF abbrev: automatic direction-finder. 

ad finem /adji11'am or fe11'em/ (l) at, to, or towards the end (abbrev 

ad fin.). 

ADH abbrev: antidiuretic hormone. 

adharma /a-dar'ma or a-du r'ma/ n unrighteousness, opp to dharma. 

(Sans] 

ADHD abbrev: attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. 

adhere /ad- or ad-hi!r' /vito stick (to); to remain fixed or attached (to); 

to remain faithful (eg to a party, leader, or doctrine); to be consistent 

(Shakesp ); to agree; to affi rm a judgement (Scots law). IL ad to, and 

haerere, haesum to stick) 
■ adher'ence n state of adhering; the growing together of unlike parts 

(bot) . adher'ent adj sticking; grown together and unlike. • n someone 

who adheres; a follower; a partisan; a person who is loosely 

associated with a body, group, party, etc w ithout being a member. 

adher'ern. 

adhesion /ad-hi!'zhan/ n the act of adhering or sticking; strong, firm 

contact; steady attachment; the intermolecular force which holds 

matter together, particularly closely contiguous surfaces (phys); 
growing together of unlike parts (bot); reunion of ~eparated surfaces 

(surg); abnormal union of parts that have been inflamed (pathol); 
(often in pl) a band of fibrous tissue joining such parts. (See adhere] 

■ adhe'slve /-siv or -ziv / adj sticky; likely or tending to adhere. • n a 

substance such as glue used for sticking things together. adhe'slvely 

adv. adhe'siveness n. 
adhibit /ad-hib'it/ vt to apply; to attach; to admit; to administer. (L 

adhibere, -itum, from adto, and habere to hold] 

■ adhibl 'tion n. 

ad hoc /ad hok/ (l) adj and adv for this special purpose. 

■ ad hocery /hok'a-ri/ n (facetious) the use of ad hoc measures, 

improvisation or pragmatism. 

ad hominem /ad hom'in-em/ (l) addressed to the feelings or 

prejudices of the hearer or reader; dealing with an opponent by 

attacking their character instead of answering their argument. 

[Literally, to the man] 

ADI abbrev: approved driving instructor. 

adiabatic /ad-i-;,..bat'ik/ adj without transference of heat. [Gr a­
(privative), dia through, and batos passable] 

■ adiabat'ically adv. 

Adiantum /ad-i-an'tam/ n the maidenhair genus of ferns. (Gr 

adiantos, from a- (privative), and diantos capable of being wetted) 

adiaphoron /ad-i-aj'a-ron/ (theol and ethics) n (pl adiaph'ora) a 

matter of indifference, which is neither approved nor disapproved in 

the religion or ethical system; any tenet or usage considered non­

essential. (Gr, from a- (privative), and diaphoros differing, from dia 

apart, and pherein to carry J 
■ adlaph'orlsm n to lerance or indifference in regard to non-essential 

points in theology; latitudinarianism. adiaph'orist n. adiaphorls'tic 

adj. adiaph·orous adj. 

adiathermic /ad-i-a-thur'mik/ adj impervious to radiant heat. (Gr a­
(privative), dia through, and therme heat] 

■ adiather'mancy n impermeability to radiant heat (also 

ather'mancy). adiather'manous adj. 

adieu /a-du/ interj farewell, goodbye. • n (pl adieus or adieux 

/a-duz' / ) a farewell. [Fr a Dieu (I commend you) to God) 

Adi-Granth / u-dhe'grunt' / n another name for the Granth. [Hindi, 

the first scripture] 

ad infinitum /ad in-fin-it'am or -i!t'um/ (l) to infinity (abbrev ad 

inf.). 

ad init. /ad in-it'/ abbrev: ad iniUum (l ), at or to the beginning. 

ad inquirendum /adin-kwir-en'damor in-kwer-en'dum/ (law) n the 

name of a writ commanding an inquiry. (LL, literally, for making 

inquiry] 

ad Interim /ad in'tar-im/ (LL) for or in the meantime (abbrev ad int.). 

adi6s /ad-i!-os'/ interj goodbye. (Sp, literally, to God] 

adipic /a-dip'ik/ adj of fat, only in adipic acid C6H 100 4, an acid 

obtained by treating fat with ni tric acid (also butanedicarboxylic 

acid). (L adeps, adipis soft fat] 

■ adipose /ad'i-pos/ adj fatty. adlposlty /-pos'i-ti/ n. 
a adipose tissue n the vesicular structure in the animal body which 

contains fat. 

adipocere /atfi-po-si!r or -si!r'/ n a fatty, waxy substance resulting 

from the decomposition of animal bodies in moist places or under 

water, but not exposed to ai r. (L adeps, adipis soft fat, and cera wax] 

adipose, etc see under adlpic. 

adlt /ad' it/ nan opening or passage, esp into a mine. IL aditus, from ad 
to, and ire, itum to go] 

adj. abbrev: adjective; adjourned; adjustment; adjutant (also w ith cap). 

17 adlibitum 

adjacent /a-jii'sant/ adj lying near or next (to). (L ad to, and jacens, 
-entis, prp of jacereto lie] 
■ adja'cency n. adja'cently adv. 

adjective /aj'ik-tiv/ n a word added to a noun to qualify it, or to limit 

its denotation by reference to quality, number or position. • adj 

added; dependent; subsidiary; (of dyes) requiring a mordant. IL 
adjectivum (nomen) added (word ), from adjicere, -jectum to add, 

from ad to, andjacereto throw ) 
■ adjectival /-tiv'l/ adj of an adjective; using many adjectives; used 

facetiously as a euphemism (eg 11\!hat adjectival nonsenseO. 

adjecti'vally adv. ad'Jectively adv. 

adjoin /a-join'/ vt to join on; to lie next to. • vi to be in contact. 

(Through Fr adjoign- pr p stem, and adjoint pap of adjoindre, from L 

adjungere, from adto, andjungereto jo in) 

■ adjoin'lng adj. adjoint /aj'oint or (Fr ) ad-zhwc/ n a civi l officer who 

assists a French mayor; an assistant professor in a French college. 

adjourn /a-jurn'/ vt to put off to another day; to postpone; to 

discontinue (a meeting) in order to reconstitute it at another time or 

place. • vi to suspend proceedings and disperse, either for any time 

specified, or (sine die) without such time being specifi ed. [OFr 

ajorner, from LL adiurna.re, from L adto, and LLjurnus, Ldiurnus daily; 

cf Journal') 
■ adjourn'ment n. 
a adjournment debate n a brief parliamentary debate, immediately 

before the adjournment of the House, allowing members to raise 

issues w hich would otherwise not be discussed. 

" Acts of Adjournal (Scots law) procedural rules of the High Court. 

Adj! or adj! abbrev: adjutant. 

a Adjt-Gen. n Adjutant-General. 

adjudge /a-juj' /vt to decide; to assign; to award. [OFr ajuger, from L 

adjudicii.re; cf Judge] 
■ adjudge'ment (sometimes adjudg'ment) n the act of adjudging; 

sentence. 
adjudicate /a-joo'di-kiit/ vt to determine judicially; to pronounce; to 

award. • vi to pronounce judgement; to act as judge in a competition 

in one of the arts, eg music. IL adjudica.re, adjudicii.tum) 
■ adjudi 'ca'tion n the act or process of adjudicating; an order of the 

Bankruptcy Court, adjudging a debtor to be a bankrupt and 

transferring his or her property to a trustee (Eng law); a form of 

diligence (qv) by which a creditor attaches land (Scots law). 
adju'dicative adj. adju'dicator n. 

adjunct /aj'ung(k) t/ adjjoined or added. • n a thing joined or added, 

but subordinate or not essentially a part; a person (usu subordinate) 

joined to another in office or service; any word or clause enlarging 

the subject or predicate (grammar); any accompanying quality or 

non-essential attribute (logic). (L adjunctus, pap of adjungere to join) 

■ adjunction /a-jungk'shan/ n. adjuncl'ive adj forming an adjunct. 

adjunct'ively adv. ad'Junctly (or /-jungkt' / ) adv. 

adjure /a-joor'/ vt to charge on oath; to command or request 

solemnly; to make swear (obs). (L adjura.re, from ad to, and jurtire, 
-a.tum to swear] 
■ adjura'tlon /aj-/ n. adjur'atory adj. adjur'lng adj. 

adjust /a-just'/ vt to regulate; to adapt or put in proper relation; to 

alter; to settle. • vi to adapt oneself (to). (Obs Fr adjuster, from LL 

adjuxrare to put side by side, from L juxra near; confused by 

association with justusrightl 
■ adjustabll'lty n. adjust'able adj. adjust'ably adv. adjust'er n a 

person or thing that adjusts; see under average and loss. 

adjust'ment n. adjust'or n an organ or faculty that determines 

behaviour in response to stimuli. 

adjutage or ajutage /aj'u-tij/ n a nozzle, as in a fountain. (Fr ajutage; 
cf adjust] 

adjutant /aj',i-tant/ n an officer specially appointed to assist a 

commanding officer; (usu adjutant bird) a large stork or crane of 

India and SE Asia (from its stalking gait). (L adjutJ.ns, -antis, prp of 

adjurare, frequentative of adjuvii.re, from adto, and juva.re to assist] 

■ ad'jutancy n the office of an adjutant; assistance (rare). 
a adjutant-gen'eral n (pl adjutants-gen'erai ) the head of a 

department of the general staff; the executive officer of a general. 

adjuvant /aj',i-vant/ adj helping. • na help; a substance added eg to a 

medicine, vaccine, etc to increase its effectiveness. [Fr, from L ad to, 

andjuvareto help) 
■ ad'juvancy n. 

ADL abbrev: Activity of Daily Living, one of a number of pre-defined 

activities used to measure the extent of a person's incapaci ty, eg for 

insurance purposes. 

ad land see under advertise. 

ad libitum /ad lib'i-tam or -tum/ (l) at will, at pleasure; extempore, 

impromptu (abbrev ad lib.). 
■ ad-lib /ad-lib'/ adv spontaneously or freely. adj impromptu, 

extemporized. • vi and vi to extemporize or speak without 

fate;fiir; me;/Ur; mine; mOte;/Or; mUte;piit; dlren (then); e/'a-mant (element) • For other sounds see detailed chart of pronunciation 
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