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1
ELECTRONIC CIRCUIT BOARD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a continuation-in-part applica-
tion of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/636,594, filed
Aug. 10, 2000, which is hereby incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to electronic cir-
cuit boards and, more particularly, to an improved electronic
circuit board for enabling the stacking of electronic compo-
nents.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Computer systems are increasingly used to perform more
and more functions. As a result of this increase in
functionality, the number of electronic components that are
used within these computer systems correspondingly
increases. Typically, such electronic components are
mounted on a circuit board, which is then placed into a
computer cabinet or chassis so as to allow the circuit board,
and the electronic components mounted thereon, to interface
with other circuit boards and electronic components.
However, there is only a limited amount of space within a
computer cabinet or chassis for accommodating circuit
boards, and hence the electronic components mounted
thereon. Thus, a need has arisen for developing schemes for
increasing the density of electronic components on circuit
boards.

Perhaps the first scheme that was developed for increasing
the density of electronic components on circuit boards was
the use of multilayer circuit boards. Such multilayer circuit
boards allow more electrical signals to be routed between
electronic components than what was previously possible
using only single layer circuit boards. It follows that the
density of electronic components is typically greater on a
multilayer circuit board than on a single layer circuit board
due to the increased number of electrical signals that may be
routed between electronic components mounted on a mul-
tilayer circuit board.

While the use of multilayer circuit boards has allowed an
increase in electronic component density, this increase in
electronic component density has heretofore been limited by
the amount of board surface area. That is, there is only a
limited amount of surface area upon which electronic com-
ponents may be mounted on a circuit board. With computer
system functionality requirements, and hence electronic
component requirements, only continuing to increase, there
is a need to further increase electronic component density on
multilayer circuit boards.

In view of the foregoing, it would be desirable to provide
a technique for increasing electronic component density on
circuit boards.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention, a technique for
increasing electronic component density on circuit boards is
provided. In one embodiment, the technique is realized as an
improved electronic circuit board for enabling the stacking
of electronic components. The electronic circuit board has
an electrically conductive signal layer formed on a dielectric
layer, wherein the electrically conductive signal layer has a
plurality of electrically conductive pads formed therein. The
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improvement comprises a cavity in the electronic circuit
board extending through the electrically conductive signal
layer and the dielectric layer. The cavity is sized to accom-
modate a first electronic component therein such that at least
one first electrical connection may be formed between the
first electronic component and a first portion of the plurality
of electrically conductive pads, and at least one second
electrical connection may be formed between a second
electronic component, which is stacked over the first elec-
tronic component, and a second portion of the plurality of
electrically conductive pads.

The first and second electronic components are typically
either an integrated circuit component or a discrete
component, and the type of electrical connections formed
are dependent upon the type of component. For example, a
solder bridge may form the first electrical connection
between an electrically conductive contact pad and leadless
contacts of the first electronic component.

In accordance with further aspects of the present
invention, at least the lateral dimensions of the cavity are
beneficially sized to directly coincide with at least the lateral
dimensions of the first electronic component. This alleviates
the need for any specialized positioning equipment, which
has heretofore typically been required when mounting elec-
tronic components on circuit boards.

In accordance with further aspects of the present
invention, the cavity is beneficially formed as a channel
through which air may be forced for cooling at least the first
electronic component.

In accordance with still further aspects of the present
invention, wherein the cavity is a first cavity, wherein the
dielectric layer is a first dielectric layer, wherein the elec-
trically conductive signal layer is a first electrically conduc-
tive layer, wherein the electronic circuit board has a second
electrically conductive layer disposed above the first elec-
trically conductive layer within the electronic circuit board,
and wherein the second electrically conductive layer is
separated from the first electrically conductive signal layer
by at least one second dielectric layer, the improvement
further beneficially comprises a second cavity in the elec-
tronic circuit board extending through the second electri-
cally conductive layer and the at least one second dielectric
layer so as to expose at least the first and second portions of
the plurality of electrically conductive pads within the
second cavity. The second cavity is beneficially sized to
accommodate the second electronic component therein.
Also, the second cavity is beneficially sized so as to be larger
in lateral dimension than the first cavity. Further, the second
electrically conductive layer is typically an electrically con-
ductive signal layer or an electrically conductive power/
ground plane layer. In such a case, a third electronic
component, that is stacked over the second electronic
component, can make electrical contact with the second
electrically conductive layer. The third electronic compo-
nent can be an electrically conductive shield for shielding
electromagnetic interference to and from the first and second
electronic components. In this case, the second electronic
component is typically either an integrated circuit compo-
nent or a discrete component.

In accordance with still further aspects of the present
invention, wherein the electronic circuit board is a double-
sided electronic circuit board, wherein the cavity is a first
cavity on a first side of the electronic circuit board, wherein
the dielectric layer is a first dielectric layer, wherein the
electrically conductive signal layer is a first electrically
conductive layer having a first plurality of electrically con-
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ductive pads formed therein, wherein the electronic circuit
board has a second electrically conductive signal layer
formed on a second dielectric layer, wherein the second
electrically conductive signal layer has a second plurality of
electrically conductive pads formed therein, and wherein the
second dielectric layer is disposed beneath the second elec-
trically conductive signal layer relative to a second side of
the electronic circuit board, the improvement further com-
prises a second cavity on the second side of the electronic
circuit board extending through the second electrically con-
ductive signal layer and the second dielectric layer. The
second cavity is beneficially sized to accommodate a third
electronic component therein such that at least one third
electrical connection may be formed between the third
electronic component and a first portion of the second
plurality of electrically conductive pads, and at least one
fourth electrical connection may be formed between a fourth
electronic component, which is stacked over the third elec-
tronic component, and a second portion of the second
plurality of electrically conductive pads. In such a case, the
second cavity can be located substantially opposite the first
cavity in the electronic circuit board.

In an alternative embodiment, the technique is realized as
a method for increasing electronic component density on an
electronic circuit board. The electronic circuit board has an
electrically conductive signal layer formed on a dielectric
layer, wherein the electrically conductive signal layer has a
plurality of electrically conductive pads formed therein. The
method comprises forming a cavity in the electronic circuit
board extending through the electrically conductive signal
layer and the dielectric layer. The cavity is beneficially sized
to accommodate a first electronic component therein such
that at least one first electrical connection may be formed
between the first electronic component and a first portion of
the plurality of electrically conductive pads, and at least one
second electrical connection may be formed between a
second electronic component, which is stacked over the first
electronic component, and a second portion of the plurality
of electrically conductive pads.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
the cavity may formed by etching the cavity in the electronic
circuit board. For example, the cavity may be etched by
photolithographically etching the cavity in the electronic
circuit board, or plasma etching the cavity in the electronic
circuit board. Alternatively, the cavity may be formed by
milling the cavity in the electronic circuit board. For
example, the cavity may be formed by laser ablating the
cavity in the electronic circuit board. Alternatively still, the
cavity may be formed by prefabricating at least one of the
electrically conductive signal layer and the dielectric layer
such that the cavity is formed upon assembly of the elec-
trically conductive signal layer and the dielectric layer in the
electronic circuit board.

In accordance with further aspects of the present
invention, wherein the cavity is a first cavity, wherein the
dielectric layer is a first dielectric layer, wherein the elec-
trically conductive signal layer is a first electrically conduc-
tive layer, wherein the electronic circuit board has a second
electrically conductive layer disposed above the first second
electrically conductive layer within the electronic circuit
board, and wherein the second electrically conductive layer
is separated from the first electrically conductive layer by at
least one second dielectric layer, the method further benefi-
cially comprises forming a second cavity in the electronic
circuit board extending through the second electrically con-
ductive layer and the at least one second dielectric layer so
as to expose at least the first and second portions of the
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plurality of electrically conductive pads within the second
cavity. The second cavity is beneficially sized to accommo-
date the second electronic component therein.

In accordance with still further aspects of the present
invention, wherein the electronic circuit board is a double-
sided electronic circuit board, wherein the cavity is a first
cavity on a first side of the electronic circuit board, wherein
the dielectric layer is a first dielectric layer, wherein the
electrically conductive signal layer is a first electrically
conductive layer having a plurality of electrically conductive
pads formed therein, wherein the electronic circuit board has
a second electrically conductive signal layer formed on a
second dielectric layer, wherein the second electrically con-
ductive signal layer has a second plurality of electrically
conductive pads formed therein, and wherein the second
dielectric layer is disposed beneath the second electrically
conductive signal layer relative to a second side of the
electronic circuit board, the method further comprises form-
ing a second cavity on the second side of the electronic
circuit board extending through the second electrically con-
ductive signal layer and the second dielectric layer. The
second cavity is beneficially sized to accommodate a third
electronic component therein such that at least one third
electrical connection may be formed between the third
electronic component an a first portion of the second plu-
rality of electrically conductive pads, and at least one fourth
electrical connection may be formed between a fourth
electronic component, which is stacked over the third elec-
tronic component, and a second portion of the second
plurality of electrically conductive pads.

The present invention will now be described in more
detail with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof as
shown in the appended drawings. While the present inven-
tion is described below with reference to preferred
embodiments, it should be understood that the present
invention is not limited thereto. Those of ordinary skill in the
art having access to the teachings herein will recognize
additional implementations, modifications, and
embodiments, as well as other fields of use, which are within
the scope of the present invention as disclosed and claimed
herein, and with respect to which the present invention could
be of significant utility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to facilitate a fuller understanding of the present
invention, reference is now made to the appended drawings.
These drawings should not be construed as limiting the
present invention, but are intended to be exemplary only.

FIG. 1a is a side cross-sectional view of a single-sided
electronic circuit board having groups of stacked electronic
components in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1b is a top view of the single-sided electronic circuit
board shown in FIG. 1la with the groups of stacked elec-
tronic components removed.

FIG. 2 is a side cross-sectional view of a double-sided
multilayer electronic circuit board having groups of stacked
electronic components in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENT(S)

Referring to FIG. 14, there is shown a side cross-sectional
view of a single-sided electronic circuit board 10 having
groups of stacked electronic components 12 and 14 in
accordance with the present invention. As shown, the elec-
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tronic circuit board 10 comprises a primary (top) layer 16
formed on a single non-electrically conductive dielectric
layer 20. The top layer 16 typically comprises electrically
conductive signal tracks and power/ground tracks (not
shown), in addition to electrically conductive contact pads
(see FIG. 1b) to which electronic components may be
electrically connected, as described in detail below.

Although not shown, the electronic circuit board 10
typically comprises one or more intermediate layers. These
intermediate layers typically alternate between non-
electrically conductive dielectric layers and either electri-
cally conductive signal layers or electrically conductive
power/ground plane layers. However, for purposes of this
description, no intermediate layers are shown and only a
single non-electrically conductive dielectric layer 20 is
shown, upon which the top layer 16 is formed.

The first group of stacked electronic components 12
comprises a first electronic component 22 having a curved
gull wing leaded package (see curved gull wing lead 24) and
a second electronic component 26 having a flat gull wing
leaded package (sce flat gull wing lead 28). The curved gull
wing leads 24 of the first electronic component 22 are
electrically connected to a first portion 42 of the electrically
conductive contact pads formed on the top layer 16 that are
separate from an otherwise present electrically conductive
power/ground plane. Beneath the first electronic component
22, a first cavity 30 is formed in the electronic circuit board
10 extending through the top layer 16 and the non-
electrically conductive dielectric layer 20. The first cavity 30
is sized so as to allow the second electronic component 26
to be mounted therein, thereby allowing the flat gull wing
leads 28 of the second electronic component 26 to be
electrically connected to a second portion 44 of the electri-
cally conductive contact pads formed on the top layer 16.
That is, the second electronic component 26 is mounted such
that the flat gull wing leads 28 of the second electronic
component 26 are electrically connected to a second portion
44 of the electrically conductive contact pads formed on the
top layer 16.

The electrical connections between the curved gull wing
leads 24 of the first electronic component 22 and the first
portion 42 of the electrically conductive contact pads formed
on the top layer 16 are typically made by straight solder
connections. Similarly, the electrical connections between
the flat gull wing leads 28 of the second electronic compo-
nent 26 and the second portion 44 of the electrically con-
ductive contact pads formed on the top layer 16 are typically
made by straight solder connections.

The second group of stacked electronic components 14
comprises a third electronic component 32 having a curved
gull wing leaded package (see curved gull wing lead 34) and
a fourth electronic component 36 having a leadless contact
package. The curved gull wing leads 34 of the third elec-
tronic component 32 are electrically connected to a third
portion 46 of the electrically conductive contact pads formed
on the top layer 16 that are separate from an otherwise
present electrically conductive power/ground plane.
Beneath the third electronic component 32, a second cavity
40 is formed in the electronic circuit board 10 extending
through the top layer 16 and the non-electrically conductive
dielectric layer 20. The second cavity 40 is sized so as to
allow the fourth electronic component 36 to be mounted
therein, thereby allowing the leadless contacts of the fourth
electronic component 36 to be electrically connected to a
fourth portion 48 of the electrically conductive contact pads
formed on the top layer 16. That is, the fourth electronic
component 36 is mounted in the second cavity 40 such that
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the leadless contacts of the fourth electronic component 36
are electrically connected to a fourth portion 48 of the
electrically conductive contact pads formed on the top layer
16.

Similar to the first electronic component 22, the electrical
connections between the curved gull wing leads 34 of the
third electronic component 32 and the third portion 46 of the
electrically conductive contact pads formed on the top layer
16 are typically made by straight solder connections.
However, the electrical connections between the leadless
contacts of the fourth electronic component 36 and the
fourth portion 48 of the electrically conductive contact pads
formed on the top layer 16 are typically made by solder
bridge connections 38.

At this point it should be noted that, as can be seen from
FIG. 1a, the sizing relationship between the cavity 40 and
the fourth electronic component 36 is such that the cavity 40
is precisely sized to coincide with the outer dimensions of
the fourth electronic component 36. This precise sizing of
the cavity 40 allows the fourth electronic component 36 to
be positioned within the cavity 40 without the need for any
specialized positioning equipment, which has heretofore
typically been required when mounting electronic compo-
nents on circuit boards.

Referring to FIG. 1b, there is shown a top view of the
single-sided electronic circuit board 10 shown in FIG. 1la
with the first and second groups of stacked electronic
components 12 and 14 removed. As can be seen in FIG. 1b,
the first portion 42 of the electrically conductive contact
pads formed on the top layer 16 of the electronic circuit
board 10 are arranged for electrical connection with the
curved gull wing leads 24 on all four sides of the first
electronic component 22. Similarly, the second portion 44 of
the electrically conductive contact pads formed on the top
layer 16 of the electronic circuit board 10 are arranged for
electrical connection with the flat gull wing leads 28 on all
four sides of the second electronic component 26. Similarly
still, the third portion 46 of the electrically conductive
contact pads formed on the top layer 16 of the electronic
circuit board 10 are arranged for electrical connection with
the curved gull wing leads 34 on all four sides of the third
electronic component 32. However, the fourth portion 48 of
the electrically conductive contact pads formed on the top
layer 16 of the electronic circuit board 10 are arranged for
electrical connection with the leadless contacts on only two
sides of the fourth electronic component 32 since the fourth
electronic component 32 is a discrete electronic component
having only two leadless contacts.

At this point it should be noted that, although only the
fourth electronic component 32 is shown as a discrete
electronic component having only two leadless contacts, it is
also within the scope of the present invention to mount a
leaded discrete electronic component in a cavity formed in
an electronic circuit board so as to increase electronic
component density on the electronic circuit board in accor-
dance with the present invention. Also, although the second
electronic component 26 is shown as an integrated circuit
electronic component having flat gull wing leads 28 on all
four sides of the second electronic component 26, it is also
within the scope of the present invention to mount a leadless
integrated circuit electronic component in a cavity formed in
an electronic circuit board so as to increase electronic
component density on the electronic circuit board in accor-
dance with the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, there is shown a side cross-sectional
view of a double-sided multilayer circuit board 100 having
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groups of stacked electronic components 102, 104, 106, 108,
and 110 in accordance with the present invention. The
double-sided multilayer circuit board 100 also has a group of
electronic components 112 that are stacked in accordance
with the teachings of related U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/636,594, which has previously been incorporated by
reference herein in its entirety, for comparison purposes and
for assisting in understanding the concepts and benefits of
the present invention. The double-sided multilayer circuit
board 100 further has a non-stacked electronic component
114 for comparison purposes and for assisting in understand-
ing the concepts and benefits of the present invention.

The multilayer circuit board 100 comprises a primary
(top) layer 120, a secondary (bottom) layer 122, and a
plurality of intermediate layers 124. The top layer 120 and
the bottom layer 122 are typically electrically conductive
power/ground plane layers, but also have electrically con-
ductive contact pads to which electronic components may be
electrically connected, as described in detail below. The
intermediate layers 124 alternate between non-electrically
conductive dielectric layers and either electrically conduc-
tive signal layers or electrically conductive power/ground
plane layers. For example, in FIG. 2, layers 126, 128, 130,
and 132 are non-electrically conductive dielectric layers,
and layers 136, 138, and 140 are electrically conductive
signal layers. Of course, one of the electrically conductive
signal layers 136, 138, or 140 could alternatively be an
electrically conductive power/ground plane layer, or a
shared power/ground plane and signal layer.

Similar to the first group of stacked electronic compo-
nents 12 of FIG. 14, the group of stacked electronic com-
ponents 102 comprises an electronic component 142 having
a curved gull wing leaded package and an electronic com-
ponent 144 having a flat gull wing leaded package, wherein
the electronic component 144 is mounted in a cavity formed
in the multilayer circuit board 100 beneath the electronic
component 142. Similar to the second group of stacked
electronic components 12 of FIG. 1a, the group of stacked
electronic components 104 comprises an electronic compo-
nent 146 having a curved gull wing leaded package and an
electronic component 148 having a leadless contact
package, wherein the electronic component 148 is mounted
in a cavity formed in the multilayer circuit board 100
beneath the electronic component 146. Also similar to the
second group of stacked electronic components 12 of FIG.
la, the group of stacked electronic components 110 com-
prises an electronic component 150 having a curved gull
wing leaded package and an electronic component 152
having a leadless contact package, wherein the electronic
component 152 is mounted in a cavity formed in the
multilayer circuit board 100 beneath the electronic compo-
nent 150. Of course, the group of stacked electronic com-
ponents 110 differs from the group of stacked electronic
components 104 and the second group of stacked electronic
components 12 of FIG. 1a by being situated on the bottom
layer 122 of the multilayer circuit board 100.

The group of stacked electronic components 112, which is
stacked in accordance with the teachings of related U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 09/636,594, comprises an elec-
tronic component 154 having a peripheral ball grid array
package, an electronic component 156 having a curved gull
wing leaded package, an electronic component 158 having
a full ball grid array package, and first and second electri-
cally conductive shielding plates 160 and 162, respectively,
which will be described in detail below. The ball grid array
contacts of the electronic component 154 are electrically
connected to electrically conductive contact pads formed on
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the bottom layer 122 of the multilayer circuit board 100 that
are separate from an otherwise present electrically conduc-
tive power/ground plane.

Beneath the electronic component 154, a cavity 164 is
formed in the multilayer circuit board 100 extending through
the bottom layer 122 and the non-electrically conductive
dielectric layer 132 so as to expose at least a portion of the
electrically conductive signal layer 140. The portion of the
electrically conductive signal layer 140 that is exposed by
the cavity 164 has electrically conductive contact pads
formed thereon. The curved gull wing leads the electronic
component 156 are electrically connected to the electrically
conductive contact pads formed on the electrically conduc-
tive signal layer 140. That is, the cavity 164 is sized so as to
allow the electronic component 156 to be mounted therein
and thereby allow the curved gull wing leads of the elec-
tronic component 156 to be electrically connected to the
electrically conductive contact pads formed on the electri-
cally conductive signal layer 140.

Beneath the electronic component 156, a cavity 166 is
formed in the multilayer circuit board 100 extending through
the electrically conductive signal layer 140 and the non-
electrically conductive dielectric layer 130 so as to expose at
least a portion of the electrically conductive signal layer 138.
The portion of the electrically conductive signal layer 138
that is exposed by the cavity 166 has electrically conductive
contact pads formed thereon. The ball grid array contacts of
the electronic component 158 are electrically connected to
the electrically conductive contact pads formed on the
electrically conductive signal layer 138. That is, the cavity
166 is sized so as to allow the electronic component 158 to
be mounted therein and thereby allow the ball grid array
contacts of the electronic component 158 to be electrically
connected to the electrically conductive contact pads formed
on the electrically conductive signal layer 138.

The electrically conductive shielding plate 162 is electri-
cally connected to electrically conductive power/ground
contact pads formed on the electrically conducting signal
layer 140 so as to provide a shield for any electromagnetic
interference (EMI) which may be emanating from the elec-
tronic component 158 or against any EMI to which the
electronic component 158 may be susceptible. Similarly, the
electrically conductive shielding plate 160 is electrically
connected to electrically conductive power/ground plane of
the bottom layer 122 so as to provide a shield for any
electromagnetic interference (EMI) which may be emanat-
ing from the electronic component 156 or against any EMI
to which the electronic component 156 may be susceptible.

The above-described mounting and shielding concepts are
employed in the groups of stacked electronic components
106 and 108. That is, the group of stacked electronic
components 106 comprises an electronic component 168
having a curved gull wing leaded package, an electronic
component 170 having a curved gull wing leaded package,
an electronic component 172 having a flat gull wing leaded
package, and an electrically conductive shielding plate 174,
wherein the electronic component 170 is mounted in a cavity
176 formed in the multilayer circuit board 100 beneath the
electronic component 168, the electronic component 172 is
mounted in a cavity 178 formed in the multilayer circuit
board 100 beneath the electronic component 170, and the
electrically conductive shielding plate 174 shields any elec-
tromagnetic interference (EMI) which may be emanating
from the electronic components 170 or 172 or against any
EMI to which the electronic components 170 or 172 may be
susceptible.

The group of stacked electronic components 108 com-
prises an electronic component 180 having a peripheral ball

Petitioner Samsung Ex-1020, 0007



US 6,459,593 B1

9

grid array package, an electronic component 182 having a
curved gull wing leaded package, an electronic component
184 having a curved gull wing leaded package, an electronic
component 186 having a leadless contact package, and an
electrically conductive shielding plate 188, wherein the
electronic component 182 is mounted in a cavity 190 formed
in the multilayer circuit board 100 beneath the electronic
component 180, the electronic component 184 is mounted in
a cavity 192 formed in the multilayer circuit board 100
beneath the electronic component 182, the electronic com-
ponent 186 is mounted in a cavity 194 formed in the
multilayer circuit board 100 beneath the electronic compo-
nent 184, and the electrically conductive shielding plate 188
shields any electromagnetic interference (EMI) which may
be emanating from the electronic components 182, 184, or
186 or against any EMI to which the electronic components
182, 184, or 186 may be susceptible.

The non-stacked electronic component 114 has a full ball
grid array package, wherein the ball grid array contacts of
the electronic component 114 are electrically connected to
electrically conductive contact pads formed on the bottom
layer 122 of the multilayer circuit board 100 that are separate
from an otherwise present electrically conductive power/
ground plane.

At this point it should be noted that, as can be seen from
FIG. 2, cavities can be formed in both sides of the double-
sided electronic circuit board 100 with no detrimental effects
to the structure of the double-sided multilayer circuit board
100. That is, as long as one or more layers are still present
between an upper cavity (e.g., cavity 178) and a lower cavity
(e.g., cavity 166), there should be no detrimental effects to
the structure of the double-sided multilayer circuit board
100. In fact, regardless of whether there is an opposing
cavity formed in the double-sided multilayer circuit board
100 (e.g., a cavity opposing the decreasing-sized cavities
190, 192, and 194), there should be no detrimental effects to
the structure of the double-sided multilayer circuit board
100. However, even if structural integrity is a concern, most,
if not all, circuit boards in use today use board edge
stiffeners to provide additional structural support and pre-
vent against warpage.

It should also be noted that a cavity formed in a circuit
board in accordance with the present invention as described
above may have many different forms and functions. For
example, a cavity may be precisely sized to coincide with
the outer dimensions of an electronic component to be
mounted therein so as to assist in precisely mounting the
electronic component in the cavity, as discussed above.
Alternatively, a cavity may be sized somewhat larger than
the size of an electronic component to be mounted therein so
as to allow ambient air to assist in cooling the electronic
component, as shown above. Alternatively still, a cavity may
be formed as a channel through which air may be forced to
assist in cooling an electronic component mounted therein.

It should further be noted that although the above-
described embodiments have been described with the elec-
tronic components having gull wing leaded packages, ball
grid array packages, or leadless contact packages, the
present invention is not limited in this regard. For example,
electronic components having dual-in-line packages (DIP),
pin grid array (PGA) packages, and leadless chip carrier
packages, to name a few, can also be stacked in accordance
with the practices of the present invention.

It should still further be noted that the above-described
cavities and/or channels can be formed using several differ-
ent types of fabrication methods. For example, photolitho-
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graphic or plasma-based etching can be used to form cavities
and/or channels in a resin or epoxy-based electronic circuit
board in accordance with the present invention.
Alternatively, if an electronic circuit board is glass rein-
forced (and thereby not easily etchable by conventional
etching techniques), precision milling by laser ablation
using a CO, laser, or other milling techniques or non-
conventional etching techniques, can be used to form cavi-
ties and/or channels in an electronic circuit board in accor-
dance with the present invention. Alternatively still, the
dielectric layers and/or the electrically conductive layers
may be prefabricated such that the cavities/channels are
formed upon assembly of the dielectric layers and the
electrically conductive layers into the electronic circuit
board in accordance with the present invention.

The present invention is not to be limited in scope by the
specific embodiments described herein. Indeed, various
modifications of the present invention, in addition to those
described herein, will be apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art from the foregoing description and accompanying
drawings. Thus, such modifications are intended to fall
within the scope of the following appended claims. Further,
although the present invention has been described herein in
the context of a particular implementation in a particular
environment for a particular purpose, those of ordinary skill
in the art will recognize that its usefulness is not limited
thereto and that the present invention can be beneficially
implemented in any number of environments for any num-
ber of purposes. Accordingly, the claims set forth below
should be construed in view of the full breath and spirit of
the present invention as disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. An improved electronic circuit board for enabling the
stacking of electronic components, the electronic circuit
board having first and second electrically conductive signal
layers formed on first and second dielectric layers, the first
and second electrically conductive signal layers having first
and second respective pluralities of electrically conductive
pads formed therein, the improvement comprising:

a first cavity in a first side of the electronic circuit board
extending through the first electrically conductive sig-
nal layer and the first dielectric layer, wherein the first
cavity is sized to accommodate a first electronic com-
ponent therein such that at least one first electrical
connection may be formed between the first electronic
component and a first portion of the first plurality of
electrically conductive pads, and at least one second
electrical connection may be formed between a second
electronic component, which is stacked over the first
electronic component, and a second portion of the first
plurality of electrically conductive pads; and

a second cavity in a second side of the electronic circuit
board extending through the second electrically con-
ductive signal layer and the second dielectric layer,
wherein the second cavity is sized to accommodate a
third electronic component therein such that at least one
third electrical connection may be formed between the
third electronic component and a first portion of the
second plurality of electrically conductive pads, and at
least one fourth electrical connection may be formed
between a fourth electronic component, which is
stacked over the third electronic component, and a
second portion of the second plurality of electrically
conductive pads.

2. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein each of the first and second electronic
components is one of an integrated circuit component and a
discrete component.
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3. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein the at least one first electrical connection
is formed by a solder bridge.

4. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein each of the at least one first electrical
connection and the at least one second electrical connection
is formed by a solder connection between a component lead
and a respective electrically conductive pad.

5. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein at least the lateral dimensions of the first
cavity are sized to directly coincide with at least the lateral
dimensions of the first electronic component.

6. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein the first cavity is a channel through which
air may be forced for cooling at least the first electronic
component.

7. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein the electronic circuit board has a third
electrically conductive layer disposed above the first elec-
trically conductive signal layer within the electronic circuit
board, and wherein the third electrically conductive layer is
separated from the first electrically conductive signal layer
by at least one third dielectric layer, further comprising:

a third cavity in the first side of the electronic circuit board
extending through the third electrically conductive
layer and the at least one third dielectric layer so as to
expose at least the first and second portions of the first
plurality of electrically conductive pads within the third
cavity, wherein the third cavity is sized to accommo-
date the second electronic component therein.
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8. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 7, wherein the third cavity is sized so as to be larger
in lateral dimension than the first cavity.

9. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 7, wherein the third electrically conductive layer is
one of an electrically conductive signal layer and an elec-
trically conductive power/ground plane layer.

10. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 7, further comprising:

a fifth electronic component, which is stacked over the
second electronic component, making electrical contact
with the third electrically conductive layer.

11. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 10, wherein the fifth electronic component is an
electrically conductive shield for shielding electromagnetic
interference to and from the first and second electronic
components.

12. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 10, wherein the fifth electronic component is one of an
integrated circuit component and a discrete component.

13. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 1, wherein the first dielectric layer is disposed beneath
the first electrically conductive signal layer relative to the
first side of the electronic circuit board, and wherein the
second dielectric layer is disposed beneath the second lec-
trically conductive signal layer relative to the second side of
the electronic circuit board.

14. The improved electronic circuit board as defined in
claim 13, wherein the second cavity is located substantially
opposite the first cavity in the electronic circuit board.

#* #* #* #* #*
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