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bisndle

Bomg mappdng. A 3. D-rendered sphere showing bump

AT,

bundle v To combine products for ale as a ol Fre-
quently, operating syslem soltware and some widely wsed
applications are bundled with a computer system lor sale.

bundied software r. 1. Programs sold with a compuater
as part of a combined hardwarefsoltware package.

2 Smaller programs sold with larger programs 1o menaises
the Ealler’s Tuncissnahily or allractveness.

barm v, 1. To wnte data electromcally inlo a progranumi-
ble read-only memory (FROM) chip by wsang a special
programmang device known varsously as a FROM pro-
gramaner, FROM blvwer, or PROM blaster. Also cafled:
hlau, blvw. See alve PROM. L To create read-only mem-
ary compact dises (CD-ROMs). 3. To write data electrnon:-
cally om a flash memory chip ar a PC Card Tvpe 1.
Unhke PROM chips or CO-ROM, (lash memory media
cam be burmed, or flashed. repeatedly with new infonma-
L. Alser called: Oash.

baem In vb L. Tis kisep a new syslem or device running
conlnuously 5o thal any weak elemenis or components
wall faal early and can be found and corrected befone the
sysbem becomes an imegral part of the user’s work mouline.
Such atest is oflen performed 51 the factory before a
disvice 1% shipped. 2. To make a permament chamge in the
s phar coatamg on he insisle of & monior snesn by leay-
g Chey memibior on and keepang a bright. unchanging image
o the sereen for extended persods. Such an mage will
remiin visible afler the momtor i3 iemed off. Burning m
was a danger with older PC momitors; i 15 no longer a con-
cermn with most new PO monitors, Alve called: ghostng.

burst® r. Transfer of 2 block of data all a1 one time with-
oul a break. Cerain macroprocessors and cerain buses
have (eatures that suppon varous Lypes of bursl transfers,
See enlver biarsd speed (delingson 1)

bus

burst® vh To break fanfold continuous-feed paper apart al E

L% perforalions, resulling in a slack ol separale sheels.

burster n. A device used 10 burst, or break apan a1 the
perfioratons, fzmfold continuous-leed paper.

burst extended-data-out RAM n. Yee BEDD DRAM.

burst mode o, A method of data ransfer i which infor-
malign 15 collecled and senl 2% 3 uml m one bigh-speed
ramsmassson. In barst mode, an mpulfoutpal device lakes
comtrol of a multzplexer channel for the tme requined 1o
send 015 data. Inellect, the multiplexer, whoch nommally
merges inpul Irem several sources inlo a single high-speed
adata stream, becomes a channel dedicated 1o the needs of
ome diewice until the entire ransmission bas been wenl.
Biursl meode 15 wsed both in commumcations and between
devices in a compuler syatent Yee alvo burst!,

burst rate n. Yee burst speed (definition ).

burst speed n. 1. The [astest speed al whach a device can
operale withoul imermuplion. For example, vanous oom-
mumscalions devices (as on networks ) can semd &ia in
bursis, amd the speed of such egqupment 1% somebmes
measured as the burs speed (the speed of data ransler
while the burst is being executed). Alve called: burst rale.
L. The number of characters per second thal a printer can
prinl on one line withoul a carmage return or lineleed.
Biurs speed measares the actual speed of printing, withouwl
vonsideraion off the tme mken 10 adviance paEpeT O 1w
mive the print bead back w the bell margin, Almost
alwavs, the speed clanmed by the mamulactiurer 15 Che bursl
speed. By contrast, throughpret ix the aumber of charscters
per wecomd when one or mone enbine pages ol bexl ane
being printed and 15 2 more practical measurement of
printer speed 10 real-life gbussons.

bursty adi. Transmining data in spurts, or bursis, rather
tham i a conlinuous SIneame

bus n. A set of hardware lines (conductors) wied for daga
transfer among the components of a computer sysiem. A
bk 1% essentally o shared hghway that connects diflenem
paris ol the system—ncluding the processor, disk-dnve
combrolber, memory, and pulfoulpul ports—iand enables
them 1o transler information. The bus comsists of specaal-
izl groups of lines tha carry different pypes off informa-
mom. Ome group of lines carries data; another camies
mermdry addresses (localons ) where diata ilems are 1o b
foumd; vet anotber cames oonil signals. Buses ane char-
acberized by the number of bits they can ransier a1 a single
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bus enumerator

time, equivalent to the number of wires within the bus. A
computer with a 32-bit address bus and a 16-bit data bus,
for example, can transfer 16 bits of data at a time from any
of 232 memory locations. Most PCs contain one or more
expansion slots into which additional boards can be
plugged o connect them o the bus.

bus enumerator n. A device drver that identifies devices
located on a specific bus and assigns a unique identifica-
tion cowde o each device. The bus enumerator is responsi-
ble for loading information about the devices onto the
hardware ree. See alve bus, device driver, handware tree.

bus extender n. 1. A device that expands the capacity of
a bus. For example, IBM PC/AT computers used a bus
extender to add onto the earher PC bus and allow the use
of 16-bit expansion boards in addition to 8-bit boards. See
also bus. 2. A special board used by engineers (o raise an
add-on board above the computer’s cabinet, making it eas-
ier o work on the circuit board.

business graphics n. See presentation graphics.

business information system ». A combination of
COMmpulers, priniers, communicalions equipment, and
other devices designed o handle data. A completely anto-
mated business information SYSIem receives, processes,
and stores data; transfers information as needed: and pro-
duces reports or prantouts on demand. Acronvm: BIS. See
also management information system.

business logic n. A set of rules and calculations buili
inte a business information application. The application
uses business logic 1o sort incoming information and
respond accordingly. Business logic funclions as a set of
guidelines that ensure the application’s actions conform o
the specific needs of a business.

business software n. Any computer application
designed primarily for use in business. as opposed 1o sci-
entific use or entertainment. In addition to the well-known
areas of word processing, spreadshests, databases, and
communications, business software for microcompulers
also encompasses such applications as accounting, pay-
roll, financial planning, project management, decision and
suppon svsiems, personnel record maintenance. and office
management

bus network

Business Software Alliance n. International organiza-
tion of compuier software companies that promotes the
interests of the software industry. This alliance focuses on
educating the public on the importance of software,
advancing freée and open world trade, and supporting legis-
lation opposing software piracy and Intermet thefl. The
Busingss Software Alliance has offices in the United
States. Europe. and Asia, with members in more than 60
nations around the world. Acronvm: BSA.

business-to-business n. Se¢ B2B.
business-to-consumer n. See B2C.

bus mastering n. In modem bus architectures, the ability

of a device controller card—a network adapter or a disk
controller, for example—io bypass the CPU and work

directly with other devices to transfer data into and oot of
memory. Enabling devices to take temporary control of
the system bus for data transfer and bus mastering frees
the CPU for other work. This in tum improves perfor-
mance in tasks, such as video replay and multiple-user
queries to large databases, that reguire simultaneous data
access and intensive processing. The technology known as
direct memory access (DMA) is a well-known example of
bus masiering. See alvo bus, controller, direct memory
access. Compare P10,

bus mouse n. A mouse that attaches 1o the computer’s
bus through a special card or port rather than through a
serial porl. See alve mouse. Compare serial mouse.

bus network n. A topology (configuration) for a LAN
(local area network) in which all nodes are connected 1o a
main communications line (bus). On a bus network, each
node monitors activity on the line. Messages are detected
by all nodes but are accepted only by the nodeis) to which
they are addressed. A malfunctioning node ceases to com-
municate but does not disrupt operation (as it might on a
ring network, in which messages are passed from one
nidde to the nexth. To avoid collisions that eccur when two
or more nodes iry o use the line at the same time, bus net-
works commonly rely on collision detection or token pass-
ing o regulate traffic. See the illustration. Aflve called: bus
topology, linear bus. See alse collision detection. conten-
ton, CSMASCD, wken bus network, woken passing. Cer-
pare ring network, star network.
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