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pop portable computer
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pop vb. To fetch the top (most recently added) element of 
a stack, removing that element from the stack in the pro-
cess. Compare push2 (definition 1).

POP n. See point of presence, Post Office Protocol.

POP3 n. Acronym for Post Office Protocol 3. This is the 
current version of the Post Office Protocol standard in 
common use on TCP/IP networks. See also Post Office 
Protocol, TCP/IP.

populate vb. 1. To put chips in the sockets of a circuit 
board. 2. To import prepared data into a database from a 
file using a software procedure rather than by having a 
human operator enter individual records.

pop-under ad n. An advertisement on the Internet that 
appears in a new window in the background, behind the 
Web site content. Users may be unaware of the presence of 
pop-under ads until they close foreground windows at the 
end of a Web session. Pop-under ads may appear in 
response to a mouse click, a rollover, or after a user has 
spent a predetermined amount of time at a Web site. See 
also pop-up ad.

pop-up ad n. An advertisement on the Internet that 
appears in a new window in the foreground, often when-
ever a new page is opened within a site. Pop-up ads may 
appear in response to a mouse click, a rollover, or after a 
user has spent a predetermined amount of time at a Web 
site. See also pop-under ad.

pop-up Help n. An online help system whose messages 
appear as pop-up windows when the user clicks on a topic 
or area of the screen about which help is desired. Typi-
cally, a special form of click, such as clicking the right 
mouse button or Option-clicking, will activate pop-up 
Help, if it is available. See also Balloon Help.

pop-up menu or popup menu n. In a graphical user 
interface, a menu that appears on-screen when a user 
selects a certain item. Pop-up menus can appear anywhere 
on the screen and generally disappear when the user 
selects an item in the menu. Also called: popup. Compare 
drop-down menu, pull-down menu.

pop-up messages n. The messages that appear when 
pop-up Help is used.

pop-up window n. A window that appears when an 
option is selected. Typically, the window remains visible 
until the mouse button is released.

port1 n. 1. An interface through which data is transferred 
between a computer and other devices (such as a printer, 
mouse, keyboard, or monitor), a network, or a direct con-
nection to another computer. The port appears to the CPU 
as one or more memory addresses that it can use to send or 
receive data. Specialized hardware, such as in an add-on 
circuit board, places data from the device in the memory 
addresses and sends data from the memory addresses to 
the device. Ports may also be dedicated solely to input or 
to output. Ports typically accept a particular type of plug 
used for a specific purpose. For example, a serial data port, 
a keyboard, and a high-speed network port all use different 
connectors, so it’s not possible to plug a cable into the 
wrong port. Also called: input/output port. 2. port number.

port2 vb. 1. To change a program in order to be able to run 
it on a different computer. 2. To move documents, graph-
ics, and other files from one computer to another.

port 25 blocking n. An anti-spam technique adopted by 
many ISPs to prevent bulk mailings of unsolicited com-
mercial e-mail. Spammers may try to use SMTP servers to 
relay a single commercial e-mail to multiple recipients. 
Port 25 blocking filters prevent this spam distribution 
method. Although it is a popular remedy for some spam 
problems, port 25 blocking may cause problems for legiti-
mate users of non-compatible e-mail programs.

portable adj. 1. Capable of running on more than one 
computer system or under more than one operating sys-
tem. Highly portable software can be moved to other sys-
tems with little effort, moderately portable software can be 
moved only with substantial effort, and nonportable soft-
ware can be moved only with effort similar to or greater 
than the effort of writing the original program. 2. Light 
enough, rugged enough, and free enough of encumbering 
external connections to be carried by a user.

portable computer n. Any computer designed to be 
moved easily. Portable computers can be characterized by 
size and weight. See the table.


