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1. 

OPTIMIZED PATH CALL ROUTING WITH 
DEVICE DENTIFIER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This disclosure relates generally to routing of calls 
between various devices. More specifically, this disclosure 
relates to enabling an optimized routing of calls between an 
ingress point and an egress point by utilizing a registry of 
stored identifiers. 

BACKGROUND 

One or more intermediary networks and/or exchanges is 
encountered in the conventional routing of calls between two 
devices. For example, a call is typically terminated by a 
service provider to the public switch telephone network 
(PSTN). The call is then routed based on such factors as area 
code and exchange, providing for the call to be terminated at 
a local exchange carrier (LEC) before being delivered to the 
end user by the end user's service provider. 

There are several disadvantages associated with the call 
routing structure described above. First, the call routing struc 
ture is costly. As there are multiple termination points along 
the call route between the calling party (i.e., the ingress point) 
and the called party (i.e., the egress point), there is naturally a 
cost associated with each termination point for maintenance 
and profitability purposes. Reducing or eliminating one or 
more termination points would accordingly reduce the cost 
associated with a call. 
A second disadvantage relates to the porting of a number 

associated with a device. When a user of a device enlists a 
service provider to provide communication services for the 
device, a number is typically assigned to the device to serve as 
an identifier. The assigned number is then “ported with that 
particular service provider. If a user wishes to switch service 
providers, the user is typically required to either obtain a new 
number, or in certain circumstances, the user may be able to 
port their number with the new service provider, however, this 
process is generally an inconvenience to the user and not 
available in all situations in any event. 
Time issues are another disadvantage with the existing call 

routing structure. The incorporation of one or more termina 
tion points results in a time delay for the call to be routed to the 
egress point. A more direct route would reduce the time delay 
that results from the PSTN and LEC terminations. 

Further disadvantages with the existing call routing struc 
ture include poor voice quality and termination quality and 
the inability for devices that utilize different signaling proto 
cols to communicate with one another. 

Accordingly, there is a need and desire for an improved call 
routing and delivery implementation. 

SUMMARY 

A method is provided for routing a call between an ingress 
point and an egress point, where the call is initiated at the 
ingress point through entry of an identifier associated with the 
egress point. The method includes receiving the call at a 
network component from the ingress point and determining if 
the identifier associated with the egress point is stored in a 
registry. If the identifier associated with the egress point is 
stored in the registry, a delivery route for the call is deter 
mined and may be either a first path to the egress point if the 
first path is available, or one of one or more secondary paths 
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2 
to the egress point if the first path is unavailable. Upon estab 
lishing the delivery route, the call is accordingly transmitted 
to the egress point. 
A system for routing a call between an ingress point and an 

egress point includes a network that interconnects various 
ingress points and egress points. A registry stores identifiers 
associated with the ingress and egress points. The system also 
includes a network component that is connectable to the 
various points of the network and that is configured for rout 
ing calls. When a call is initiated at an ingress point through 
entry of an identifier associated with the egress point, the call 
is received at the network component from the ingress point. 
The network component determines if the identifier associ 
ated with the egress point is stored in the registry and, if the 
identifier is stored in the registry, determines a delivery route 
for the call. The delivery route may be a first path to the egress 
point if the first path is available. Alternatively, the delivery 
route may be a secondary path to the egress point if the first 
path is unavailable. Once the delivery route is established, the 
network component transmits the call to the egress point via 
the delivery route. 
A method is provided for routing a call between an ingress 

point and an egress point, where the call is initiated at the 
ingress point through entry of an identifier, such as an E. 164 
number, associated with the egress point. The method 
includes receiving the call at a network component from the 
ingress point and determining if the E. 164 number associated 
with the egress point is stored in a registry. A delivery route 
for the call is determined if the E. 164 number is stored in the 
registry. The delivery route may be eithera primary path to the 
egress point if the primary path is available, or one of one or 
more secondary paths to the egress point if the primary pathis 
unavailable. Upon establishing the delivery route, the call is 
transmitted to the egress point. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing Summary and the following detailed 
description are better understood when read in conjunction 
with the appended drawings. Exemplary embodiments are 
shown in the drawings, however, it is understood that the 
embodiments are not limited to the specific methods and 
instrumentalities depicted herein. In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a network capable of routing a call 
between an ingress point and an egress point according to an 
embodiment. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a flow chart of a method for routing a call 
between an ingress point and an egress point according to an 
embodiment. 

FIG.3 illustrates a flowchart of a method for establishing a 
registry entry according to an embodiment. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a call processing matrix according to an 
embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

With reference to FIG. 1, a network 100, such as a Media 
Peering GridTM, for example, for routing calls between an 
ingress point 110 and an egress point 120 is illustrated. The 
ingress point 110 and the egress point 120 may be one of a 
variety of communication devices, such as, for example and 
without limitation, a standard telephone, a cellular phone or 
other wireless device, a computer, a PDA, a voice over Inter 
net protocol (VoIP) phone, a soft phone, or the like. 
The peering grid 100 includes a routing component 130 

and a registry 140. In some embodiments, the registry 140 
may be integral with the routing component 130. Alterna 
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tively, the registry 140 or portions of the registry 140 may be 
a separate component of a remote server or the like whose 
contents are accessible by the routing component 130. The 
registry 140 may be a database. Such as a memory device 
including volatile or non-volatile memory, as example, con 
figured to store information associated with various devices 
(i.e., ingress and egress points) and users. 
The registry 140 may include registry entries, and with 

each entry including one or more of information related to 
the user, information related to the user's device, the phone 
number or other identifier associated with the user's device 
(i.e., the device identifier), an Internet Protocol (IP) number 
associated with the user's device, settings and/or preferences 
established by the user and/or a service provider, or a subset 
thereof. Other types of information may be included in the 
registry entries, and Such information may be periodically 
changed or updated, as may be desired. Moreover, the registry 
entries may be configured so as to not be required to include 
the same types or amount of information, with some entries 
including more or less information than other entries. 
The registry 140 may be broken down into subsets or 

portions to differentiate between different types of registry 
entries. For example, the registry 140 may include a direct 
routing portion 142 and other routing portions 144. The reg 
istry entries stored in the direct routing portion 142 indicate 
corresponding devices, such as the ingress point 110 and the 
egress point 120, that may utilize the routing component 130 
for direct routing of calls. The registry entries stored in the 
other routing portions 144 may include publicly-available 
information related to phone numbers, identifiers, and call 
routes for various devices. For example, Such information 
may include routing information for the devices over the 
public switched telephone network (PSTN) and various local 
area exchanges (LECs). The information stored in the other 
routing portions 144 may be a copy from publicly-available 
databases, and which may be refreshed periodically or upon 
command. According to another embodiment, the other rout 
ing portions 144 may be housed separately from the registry 
140 and may be accessed by the routing component 130 to 
obtain necessary or desired information therein. 
The routing component 130 is connectable to the various 

devices. Such as the ingress point 110 and the egress point 120 
shown in FIG. 1, through IP trunks. Other connection means 
may also be utilized for the connection between the routing 
component 130 and the ingress point 110 and the egress point 
120. The routing component 130 may connect directly to the 
ingress point 110 and the egress point 120, or the connection 
may be through an interexchange carrier 150, a service pro 
vider 160, and/or a network such as the Internet 170. The 
routing component 130 is also connectable to other compo 
nents not shown in FIG. 1. Such as various exchanges, 
devices, and networks, such as the PSTN and/or peering 
grids. The peering grid 100 may include the various compo 
nents and peering grids between the ingress point 110 and the 
egress point 120, such as the interexchange carrier 150, the 
routing component 130, the service provider 160, and the 
Internet 170. 
The routing component 130 may be, according to various 

embodiments, a processing element embodied as a processor, 
a co-processor, a controller, or various other processing 
means or devices including integrated circuits. The routing 
component 130 may include communication interface ele 
ments for communication with other devices and compo 
nents. The communication interface elements may be a 
device or means embodied in hardware, Software, or a com 
bination that is configured to receive and transmit data 
between the routing component 130 and the other devices and 
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4 
components of the peering grid100. The routing component 
130 may also include a memory element, including volatile or 
non-volatile memory, for storing information, instructions, or 
the like to enable the routing component 130 to perform 
various functions. Alternatively or additionally, the routing 
component 130 may communicate with remote memory ele 
ments stored on a server or the like. 
According to an exemplary embodiment, the routing com 

ponent 130 is configured to receive a call from the ingress 
point 110. The call is initiated at the ingress point 110 through 
entry of an identifier associated with the desired egress point, 
Such as the egress point 120. The call may include informa 
tion related to one or both of the ingress point 110 and the 
egress point 120. For example, the call may include a number 
associated with each point 110 and 120, a registry identifier 
for one or each point 110 and 120, and/or the type of call (i.e., 
voice, data, video, etc.). The call may be received at the 
routing component 130 directly from the ingress point 110 or 
from the interexchange carrier 150 associated with the 
ingress point 110. 
An identifier or number associated with the egress point 

120 may contain any desired length of digits. As just one 
example, the identifier may comprise an E. 164 number, 
which is an international standardized numbering plan used 
in Voice and data networks that defines the numbering format, 
which typically varies by geographic region. For example, in 
the United States, an E. 164 number is a 10-digit number, 
although as should be understood, the E. 164 number may 
comprise a wide range of digits depending on the region. For 
instance, currently E. 164 numbers may include up to 15 digits 
and may require a prefix for international calls. As should be 
understood, however, the numbers or identifiers associated 
with the ingress point 110 and the egress point 120 may 
follow other available standards other than E. 164 as well 
where desired, or alternatively, the number or identifier may 
not follow any standard and just comprise a desired length of 
digits. 
Upon receipt of the call, the routing component 130 con 

sults the registry 140 to determine if the identifier being called 
is stored therein. Consulting the registry 140 may include 
querying the registry 140 to determine ifa registry entry exists 
for the identifier being called. According to an embodiment, 
the routing component 130 may initially query the direct 
routing portion 142 of the registry 140 to determine if the 
identifier being called is stored in the direct routing portion 
142. According to an additional embodiment, the routing 
component 130 may query the direct routing portion 142 only 
if the identifier or number of the device initiating the call (i.e., 
the ingress point 110) is stored in the direct routing portion 
142 of the registry 140. 
The routing component 130 may then determine a delivery 

route for the call, which may, according to an embodiment, be 
the optimal route available at the time the call is received at 
the routing component 130. The delivery route may be a first 
path to the egress point 120 if the identifier or number is stored 
in the direct routing portion 142 of the registry 140 and if the 
first pathis available. A path may be deemed unavailable if the 
path is unable to carry or transmit calls or messages for a 
variety of reasons, such as but not limited to an excess of 
traffic on the path, maintenance being performed on the path, 
or an indication of transmission problems occurring on the 
path, for example. The first path may be a primary or direct 
path to the egress point 120. The direct path may be a path 
from the routing component 130 directly to the egress point 
120, or may be a path to the service provider 160 of the egress 
point 120 via the Internet 170 to the egress point 120. 
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If the direct path is not available, then the routing compo 
nent 130 may determine a secondary path to the egress point 
120 for the call. The secondary path may be a path through a 
PSTN 180 and LEC 190 associated with the egress point 120. 
For example, the traditional Signaling System No. 7 (SS7) 
protocols may be utilized forestablishing the call between the 
ingress point 110 and the egress point 120. Other routing 
options are also possible, such as, for example, routing 
through multiple exchange carriers and/or networks and peer 
ing grids. The routing component 130 may utilize the most 
optimal route of the various possible secondary paths. For 
example, the most optimal route may be the path with the least 
number of termination points, the path with the best transport 
characteristics for the particular type of call being handled, or 
the path that is the least expensive route. A most optimal route 
may be different for each device and may be defined for each 
device according to user or service provider preferences or 
requirements, for example. For instance, a service provider 
may define the most optimal route for the devices it serves as 
the least expensive route, and this definition may accordingly 
be stored in the registry 140 with the registry entries for the 
corresponding devices. The secondary paths may be deter 
mined by accessing registry 140, including the other routing 
portions 144 of the registry 140. 
Once the delivery route is established, the routing compo 

nent 130 operates to transmit the call to the egress point 120 
based on the determined delivery route. 

With reference to FIG. 2, a flowchart of a method 200 for 
routing a call between an ingress point and an egress point, 
such as the points 110 and 120, respectively, is illustrated. 
One or more computing devices or other suitable devices that 
include a memory for storing instructions and a processor for 
executing the instructions may be utilized to perform the steps 
of the method 200. 
At 202, the call is received at the routing component 130 

from the ingress point 110. The call may be initiated at the 
ingress point 110 through entry of an identifier. Such as a 
number, associated with the desired egress point 120. 
At 204, a determination is made to establish if the identifier 

is stored in a registry, such as the registry 140. In particular, 
the determination may include determining if the identifier is 
stored in the direct routing portion 142. If the identifier is not 
stored in the registry 140, then the process ends. At this point, 
the call may be rerouted to a PSTN, other peering grid, or a 
component to be routed according to another call routing 
procedure. 
At 206, if the identifier is stored in the direct routing por 

tion 142 of the registry 140, a subsequent determination is 
made to establish if a first path to the egress point 120 is 
available. In one exemplary embodiment, the determination 
as to the availability of the path is established through a 
“service unavailable' message. If the call is transmitted over 
the path and a message relating to the availability of the path 
is not returned, then the path is deemed to be available. If, on 
the other hand, the call is sent back, then the path is deemed to 
be unavailable. The service unavailable message may be a 
session initiation protocol (SIP) response code 503, for 
example. 
At 208, if the identifier is stored in the direct routing por 

tion 142 and the first path is available, then the call is trans 
mitted to the egress point 120 via the first path. 

If the first path is not available, at 210, one or more sec 
ondary paths are determined by consulting the registry 140. 
At 212, the call is transmitted via one of the secondary paths. 
The secondary path that is utilized for the call may be the path 
determined to be the most optimal delivery route for the call 
out of various secondary path options. The optimal delivery 
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6 
route may be established according to user or service provider 
preference or requirements and may be stored as part of the 
registry entry for the corresponding device (i.e., egress point 
120). If an optimal or preferred delivery route is not estab 
lished for a particular device, the routing component 130 may 
randomly select a secondary path, or the selection of a sec 
ondary path may include considerations related to time and 
cost, for example. According to an embodiment, the various 
paths may be ranked sequentially according to route prefer 
ence. The routing component 130 may attempt each path in 
sequential order until one is found to be available for the 
transmission of the call. 

Prior to transmitting the call, a determination may be made 
as to a signaling protocol utilized by the ingress point 110 and 
a signaling protocol utilized by the egress point 120. Different 
types of devices may employ different signaling protocols 
that are conducive to the applications and operation of the 
device. If a call is being transmitted between two devices (i.e., 
the ingress point 110 and the egress point 120) it may be 
necessary to transcode, or convert, the call to a format that is 
compatible with the destination device (i.e., the egress point 
120). Thus, after determining the signaling protocol of each 
point, the call may be converted to a format compatible with 
the signaling protocol of the egress point if the egress point 
signaling protocol differs from that of the ingress point. 
Examples of signaling protocols may include, but are not 
limited to, IP, time-division multiplexing (TDM), and SS7. 
The signaling protocol of each point may be stored in the 
registry 140 as part of a corresponding registry entry, and the 
determination of the signaling protocol may be achieved by 
querying or accessing the registry 140 to obtain the protocol 
information. 

With reference to FIG. 3, a flowchart of a method 300 for 
establishing a registry entry is illustrated. One or more com 
puting devices or any suitable devices that include a memory 
for storing instructions and a processor for executing the 
instructions may be utilized to perform the steps of the 
method 300. 
The establishing of a registry entry may be done to utilize 

the direct path routing capabilities provided by the routing 
component 130. The registry entry may be created by a user of 
a device. Such as the ingress point 110 or the egress point 120, 
through a registration process. Such as by an online registra 
tion, by facsimile, by telephone, by email, by regular mail, or 
by an automated procedure, as examples. In some embodi 
ments, the device may be automatically registered with a 
registry entry upon purchase by the user or upon agreement 
by a service provider. For example, a particular service pro 
vider, such as the service provider 160, may wish to utilize the 
capabilities of the routing component 130 and may provide 
the required information for devices under the administration 
of the service provider. 
At 302, once a user and/or service provider has indicated a 

willingness to create a registry entry, an identifier associated 
with a device, such as the egress point 120, may be received 
by the routing component 130. At 304, an internet protocol 
(IP) address associated with the device may received by the 
routing component if the device is IP-enabled and has an IP 
address. The receipt of an identifier, at 302, may be bypassed 
in the establishing of a registry entry, in which case the receipt 
of an IP address may begin the process of establishing a 
registry entry. 
At 306, a registry entry including the identifier and/or the 

IP address (if the device is IP-enabled and has an IP address), 
is created, which may occur when the routing component 130 
provides the information to the registry 140. The registry 
entry is then stored (i.e., saved) in the registry 140 for subse 
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quent access thereto. For example, when a call is being placed 
via the routing component 130, the registry 140 is searched or 
otherwise accessed to determine if a stored registry entry 
includes the identifier and/or IP address associated with an 
egress point attempting to be called. The registry entry may be 
stored in a corresponding portion of the registry 140. For 
example, to enable direct routing via the routing component 
130, the registry entry may be stored in the direct routing 
portion 142. 

With reference to FIG. 4, a call processing matrix 400 is 
illustrated. The matrix 400 is a call processing diagram that 
indicates the capabilities of the peering grid 100 with the 
routing component 130 and the registry 140. As shown in 
FIG. 4, different types of ingress origination points 410 and 
egress termination points 450 may effectively utilize the peer 
ing grid and its routing capabilities. For example, the ingress 
origination points 410 and the egress termination points 450 
may be an enterprise, a carrier, or a channel. However, the 
peering grid and routing capabilities are not limited to these 
types of origination and termination points, and other types 
may be employed in the peering grid 100. 

Various signaling protocols 420 and 440 may be employed 
by the various ingress origination points 410 and the egress 
termination points 450 without limiting the ability of the 
origination points 410 and termination points 420 to utilize 
the routing capabilities of the peering grid 100. IP address, 
TDM trunk group, and SS7/ISDN are shown as examples of 
signaling protocols according to an embodiment; however, 
the signaling protocols 420 and 440 are not so limited and 
other protocols may be utilized. 
The call processing matrix 400 further includes a registry 

component 430, such as the registry 140 described above with 
respect to the peering grid 100 of FIG. 1. The registry com 
ponent 430 may include information related to various types 
of call routing and delivery mechanisms. The different por 
tions of the registry component 430 may signify the different 
routing capabilities for the corresponding ingress and egress 
points. For example, the pure IP peering portion of the regis 
try component 430 provides the IP addresses for devices that 
are capable of transmitting and receiving IP traffic. The E. 164 
peering portion refers to the registry entries that include 
E.164 numbers for direct call routing, although as noted 
above, any desired length of digits may be utilized, including 
numbers other than E. 164 numbers where desired; for 
example, a 10-digit number may be utilized in one exemplary 
embodiment. 6-digit peering refers to the registry entries for 
devices whose calls are routed through the PSTN and LECs. 
Similar to the E. 164 peering portion, however, any alternative 
desired length of digits may be utilized for the 6-digit peering 
portion where desired. The optimal call routing portion refers 
to the registry entries that may include information to achieve 
optimal or preferred call routing between devices. Although 
not shown, registry component 430 may include additional 
portions to provide additional routing functions or capabili 
ties where desired. 

Devices may have registry entries for more than one por 
tion of the registry component 430. For example, a device 
may be connected to the routing component 130 for direct call 
routing, but it is possible that the direct routing path is not 
always available due to being unable to carry or transmit calls 
or messages for a variety of reasons, such as an excess of 
traffic on the path, outages, spikes, maintenance being per 
formed on the path, problems with the number (i.e. a number 
has been ported away to another user), or an indication of 
transmission problems occurring on the path, for example. In 
this situation, the routing component 130 may consult other 
portions of the registry component 130 to determine other 
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8 
routing options. For example, the 6-digit peering portion may 
provide the information necessary for routing via the PSTN 
and LEC responsible for the egress point. 

Thus, the call processing matrix 400 illustrates a mapping 
for a call to be routed through the peering grid 100 shown in 
FIG. 1. In this example, an optimal call routing portion is 
illustrated in FIG. 4 for accommodating the mapping for a 
call. The mapping may include signal protocol conversion if 
necessary and route determination based on the registry com 
ponent 430. The mapping provides for every call to be trans 
mitted between origination and termination points of the 
peering grid 100 through one of multiple paths. The optimal 
call routing portion may be configured to provide certain 
mapping schemes for a call to follow, for example, depending 
on the type of call and/or certain defined preferences or 
requirements. For illustration, in one embodiment, the opti 
mal call routing portion may be configured so that E. 164 
peering will provide the most efficient routing according to 
defined parameters, such as from a cost, time, distance and/or 
quality perspective, as examples. For instance, from a cost 
perspective, the mapping can facilitate a call path to bypass 
certain components and/or networks or peering grids, etc., 
where desired, so that charges, fees or other costs can either 
be minimized or eliminated altogether, for instance, by 
bypassing or limiting use of the PSTN and/or LEC. Further, 
where E. 164 peering may not be available, then the optimal 
call routing portion may be configured so as to provide one or 
more alternative routings for a call, for example, by utilizing 
6-digit peering. In this manner, the path utilized can be the 
most direct path or the path meeting established requirements 
if the most direct path is unavailable. Thus, the mapping 
utilized by the peering grid 100 is both cost and time effective 
as the most direct and/or cost effective route may be used 
when available between devices. Moreover, through the map 
ping implementation the peering grid 100 is able to handle 
any type of data by its ability to transcode the data according 
to the destination device, thus providing for communication 
between different types of devices. The optimal call routing 
portion may provide Such mapping functionality through the 
use of hardware, software or combination of the two. 

Yet another advantage associated with the mapping func 
tionality of the peering grid 100 is the ability of a user to 
utilize the functionality without switching service providers 
or device identifiers (i.e., numbers). A user may provide their 
device identifier to be included in the registry 140 so that the 
optimized path call routing is employed for their device 
regardless of the service provider. Thus, the user is not bur 
dened with the responsibility and inconvenience of Switching 
service providers and porting their device number from one 
service provider to another. 
The foregoing examples are provided merely for the pur 

pose of explanation and are in no way to be construed as 
limiting. While reference to various embodiments are shown, 
the words used herein are words of description and illustra 
tion, rather than words of limitation. Further, although refer 
ence to particular means, materials, and embodiments are 
shown, there is no limitation to the particulars disclosed 
herein. Rather, the embodiments extend to all functionally 
equivalent structures, methods, and uses, such as are within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A method for routing a call between an ingress point and 

an egress point, the call being initiated at the ingress point 
through entry of an identifier associated with the egress point, 
the method comprising: 

receiving the call at a routing component from the ingress 
point; 
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determining at the routing component if the identifier asso 
ciated with the egress point is stored in a registry, 
wherein the egress point is a destination for the call, and 
wherein storage in the registry indicates registration for 
direct call routing to the egress point; 

if the identifier is stored in the registry, determining at the 
routing component a delivery route for the call, wherein 
the delivery route comprises (i) a first path to the egress 
point if the first path is available, wherein the first path is 
a dedicated connection to the egress point (ii) a second 
path to the egress point if the first path is unavailable, 
wherein the second path is a connection to a carrier 
associated with the egress point, and (iii) a third path to 
the egress point if the first and second paths are unavail 
able, wherein the third path is a connection through a 
public Switched telephone network and local exchange 
carrier associated with the egress point, whereina pathis 
deemed available based on its ability to carry the call 
along the path and unavailable based on its inability to 
carry the call along the path; and 

transmitting the call to the egress point based upon the 
determined delivery route. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the call at a 
routing component from the ingress point comprises receiv 
ing the call directly from the ingress point or from an inter 
exchange carrier associated with the ingress point. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving at least one of an identifier and an interne proto 

col (IP) address associated with an egress point, 
creating a registry entry comprising the at least one of the 

identifier and the IP address; and 
storing the registry entry in the registry. 
4. The method of claim 3, wherein determining at the 

routing component if the identifier associated with the egress 
point is stored in a registry comprises searching the registry to 
determine if a stored registry entry comprises the identifier. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a signaling protocol utilized by the ingress 

point and a signaling protocol utilized by the egress 
point; and 

converting the call to a format compatible with the signal 
ing protocol of the egress point if the egress point sig 
naling protocol differs from that of the ingress point. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the identifier comprises 
a E. 164 number. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein determining at the 
routing component if the identifier associated with the egress 
point is stored in a registry is performed if an identifier asso 
ciated with the ingress point is stored in the registry. 

8. A system for routing a call between an ingress point and 
an egress point, the call being initiated at the ingress point 
through entry of an identifier associated with the egress point, 
the system comprising: 

a network that interconnects ingress points and egress 
points; a registry for storing identifiers, each identifier 
associated with a corresponding ingress point or egress 
point, wherein the egress point is a destination for the 
call, and wherein storage in the registry indicates regis 
tration for direct call routing to the corresponding egress 
point; and 

a routing circuit connectable to the ingress points and the 
egress points, the routing circuit configured to: 

receive the call from the ingress point; determine if the 
identifier associated with the egress point is stored in the 
registry; if the identifier associated with the egress point 
is stored in the registry, determine a delivery route for the 
call, wherein the delivery route comprises (i) a first path 
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10 
to the egress point if the first path is available, wherein 
the first path is a dedicated connection to the egress point 
(ii) a second path to the egress point if the first path is 
unavailable, wherein the second path is a connection to 
a carrier associated with the egress point, and (iii) a third 
path to the egress point if the first and second paths are 
unavailable, wherein the third path is a connection 
through a public switched telephone network and local 
exchange carrier associated with the egress point, 
wherein a pathis deemed available based on its ability to 
carry the call along the path and unavailable based on its 
inability to carry the call along the path; and transmit the 
call to the egress point based upon the determined deliv 
ery route. 

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the routing circuit to 
receive the call from the ingress point comprises the routing 
circuit configured to receive the call directly from the ingress 
point or from an interexchange carrier associated with the 
ingress point. 

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the routing circuit is 
further configured to: receive at least one of an identifier and 
an internet protocol (IP) addressed associated with an egress 
point; 

create a registry entry comprising the at least one of the 
identifier and the IP address; 

and store the registry entry in the registry. 
11. The system of claim 10, wherein the routing circuit 

configured to determine if the identifier associated with the 
egress point is stored in a registry comprises the routing 
circuit configured to search the registry to determine if a 
stored registry entry comprises the identifier. 

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the routing circuit is 
further configured to: 

determine a signaling protocol utilized by the ingress point 
and a signaling protocol utilized by the egress point; and 

convert the call to a format compatible with the signaling 
protocol of the egress point if the egress point signaling 
protocol differs from that of the ingress point. 

13. The system of claim 8, wherein the identifier comprises 
a E. 164 number. 

14. The system of claim 8, wherein the routing circuit 
determines if the identifier associated with the egress point is 
stored in the registry if an identifier associated with the 
ingress point is stored in the registry. 

15. A method for routing a call between an ingress point 
and an egress point, the call being initiated at the ingress point 
through entry of an E. 164 number associated with the egress 
point, the method comprising: 

receiving the call at a routing component from the ingress 
point; 

determining at the routing component if the number asso 
ciated with the egress point is stored in a registry, 
wherein the egress point is a destination for the call, and 
wherein storage in the registry indicates registration for 
direct call routing to the egress point; 

if the number associated with the egress point is stored in 
the registry, determining at the routing component a 
delivery route for the call, wherein the delivery route 
comprises (i) a primary path to the egress point if the 
primary path is available, wherein the primary path is a 
dedicated connection to the egress point and (ii) at least 
one secondary path to the egress point if the primary path 
is unavailable, wherein a first secondary path comprises 
a connection to a carrier associated with the egress point, 
wherein a second secondary path comprises a connec 
tion through a public switched telephone network and 
local exchange carrier associated with the egress point, 
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and wherein the second secondary path is utilized upon 
a determination of unavailability of the first secondary 
path, wherein a path is deemed available based on its 
ability to carry the call along the path and unavailable 
based on its inability to carry the call along the path; and 

12 
transmitting the call to the egress point based upon the 

determined delivery route. 
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