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auto PC

Kets Each autonomous system is assigned a globally
C CLS-
e per called an autonomous-system number

unique num ) :
ym: AS. Also called: routing domain. See

(ASN)' Acron
also 1GP-
Auto pPC n. An information and entertainment system for
ein automobiles. Developed by Microsoft and powered
by Microsoft windows CE (a Windows-compatible oper-
ating system designed for emb.e(.ided applications), Auto
pC implements speech-recognition technology to enable
individuals to rely on hands-free, spoken commands for
tasks such as accessing a contact database (names,
addresses, numbers), calling up e-mail or traffic reports,
controlling an audio system, or obtaining destination
directions. The Auto PC fits into the dashboard, in the
space normally occupied by a radio. See also voice recog-
nition, Windows.

AutoPlay n. A feature in Windows 9x and later that
allows it to automatically operate a CD-ROM. When a CD
is inserted into a CD-ROM drive, Windows looks for a file
called AUTORUN.INF on the CD. If the file is found,
Windows will open it and carry out its instructions, which
are usually to set up an application from the CD-ROM on
the computer’s hard disk or to start the application once it
has been installed. If an audio CD is inserted into the
drive, Windows will automatically launch the CD Player
application and play it.

autopolling 7. The process of periodically determining
the status of each device in a set so that the active program
can process the events generated by each device, such as
whether a mouse button was pressed or whether new data
is available at a serial port. This can be contrasted with
event-driven processing, in which the operating system
alerts a program or routine to the occurrence of an event
by means of an interrupt or message rather than having to
check each device in turn. Also called: polling. Compare
event-driven processing, interrupt-driven processing.

autorepeat n. See typematic.

autoresponder . E-mail utility that replies automati-
cally to an incoming e-mail. Typically, an autoresponder
sends a standard, pre-written message confirming the
feceipt of the original e-mail.

aut?'estaft n. A process or system feature that can auto-
:nallca]ly restart the system after the occurrence of certain
¥pe of errors or a power system failure.

o [N

A
ml:(Tl'l(‘)lR:.LJII:lhll‘anDA file that .whcn present on removable '
» wi,;d as ' -RQMS. triggers the AutoPlay feature

1dows 9x and Windows NT. The file, located in the
r.()Ot directory of the inserted medium, contains informa-
tion on what action the operating system is to t‘ake on tr‘m |

(?D-ROM—generally. an instruction to run an installa-
tion program.

autosave n. A program feature that automatically saves ‘
an open file to a disk or other medium at defined intervals

or after a certain number of keystrokes to ensure that l
changes to a document are periodically saved.

autosizing 7. The ability of a monitor to accept signals at
one resolution and display the image at a different resolu-
tion. A monitor capable of autosizing maintains the aspect
ratio of an image but enlarges or reduces the image to fit

in the space available. See also monitor, resolution (defi-
nition 1).

autostart routine n. A process by which a system or
device is automatically prepared for operation with the
occurrence of powering up, or turning the system on, or some
other predetermined event. See also AUTOEXEC.BAT,
autorestart, boot?, power up.

autostereogram n. A computer-generated image, popu-
larized in books and posters, that looks like an abstract
design, but which emerges as a three-dimensional picture
when the user looks beyond the image, without trying to
focus on the hidden picture itself. Autostereograms in
which the overlying design consists of a repetitive pattern
are known as Single Image Stereograms (SIS). Those in
which the design looks like a random pattern of colored
dots are called Single Image Random Dot Stereograms, or
SIRDS. Also called: stereogram.

autotrace n. A drawing program feature that draws lines
along the edges of a bitmapped image to convert the image
to an object-oriented one. See also bitmapped graphics,
object-oriented graphics.

AUX n. The logical device name reserved by MS-DOS for
an auxiliary device, or peripheral. AUX usually refers to a
system’s first serial port, also known as COM 1.

A/UX n. A version of the multiuser, multitaskix}g UN.1X
operating system provided by Apple Computer for various
Macintosh computers and based on the AT&T System V,
release 2.2 of UNIX with some enhzmcemvems. A/UX
incorporates a number of Apple features, 1nc.lud¥ng sup-
port for the Macintosh Toolbox, so that applications can
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AghicD ™ as opp‘oscd toa poim-lo-muIlipoinF config-
i ,dinﬂ“O“’I‘ ‘e same signal goes to many destinations
: ystem), or a switched configuration, in
4 from the origin to a switch that
f several possible destinations. Also

40P -
o h jedicated fin
~whic

~_on, I s
ual® - ple TV S

<gca
hasdle .
@ o signal moves
. the SI
il e signal 10 OREOLPES 7
uIe ’ 1{-{0-P0im connection.
alld
point’to' Po'n
yration

intto-poin

+ connection n. See point-to-point config-

t message system 7. In Sun Microsys-

+ J2EE network platform, a messaging system that
5> queues t0 store asynchronous, formatted
ating enterprise applications. Each mes-
d to a specific queue, and client applica-
from the queues. See also

ses nessage ¢
gatafor coordin
Qe s addresse
.zio~ns retrieve messages
xynchronous, J2EE.

Point.toPoint Protocol n. See PPP.

point-t(rpoint tunneling n. A means of setting up secure
nmunications over an open, public network such as the
v

nemet. See also PPTP.
nintto-Point Tunneling Protocol 7. See PPTP.

poisson distribution n. A mathematical curve often used
o sutistics and simulation to represent the likelihood of
wme event occurring, such as the arrival of a customer in
aqueve, when the average likelihood is known. This dis-
ribution, named after the French mathematician S. D.
Misson, is simpler to calculate than the normal and bino-
nidl distributions. See also binomial distribution, normal
distribution.

poke 1b. To store a byte into an absolute memory loca-
ton. PEEK (read a byte from memory) and POKE com-
mandsare often found in programming languages, such as

Basic,that do not normally allow access to specific mem-
oy locations,

gol[:;;:("dif‘at.es n. Cf)ordinates of the form (r, q) used
:%Tdina[ipo-lm in two dimensions (on a plane). The pf)lf:lr
d end a[r[;]s e ,le"g‘h of the line that starts at the origin
b ©pont, and q (Greek theta) is the angle

%lween .
Sian ¢ lh.at line and the positive x-axis. Compare Carte-
C0ordingteg,

Pong

olari The si i
p ty n. The S1gn of the potential (volt

l (\ >N lW i i ( t er-
elwee 0 p()ln[S Ina ‘il‘ ‘U. p

. d 1t. thn a ic iff

I ’ -y d ()(Cn“dl d]

& lC'Lf)XlStS l)ClWCC]] [W() p()inls, one p()lnt h'ls‘

p()] ar lly and th Othe] o

from negative to posit
18 considered to flow

age) difference

. a positive
anegative polarity. Electrons flow
1ve; by convention, however. current
‘ from positive to negative,
pol.arlzed component n. A circuit component th
be installed with its leads in a particular orientati
respect to the polarity of the circuit. Diodes, recti
some capacitors are examples of polarized ’comp

at must
on with
fiers, and
. onents.
polanzmg filter n. A transparent piece of glass or plastic
that polarizes the light passing through it; that is, it allows
only \.@ves vibrating in a certain direction to pass through.
Polarizing filters are often used to reduce glare on monitor
screens. See also glare filter.

Polish notation n. See prefix notation.
polling n. See autopolling.

polling cycle n. The time and sequence required for a

program to poll each of its devices or network nodes. See
also autopolling.

polygon n. Any two-dimensional closed shape composed
of three or more line segments, such as a hexagon, an octa-
gon, or a triangle. Computer users encounter polygons in
graphics programs.

polyline n. An open shape consisting of multiple con-
nected segments. Polylines are used in CAD and other
graphics programs. See also CAD.

polymorphism 7. In an object-oriented programming lan-
guage, the ability to redefine a routine in a derived class (a
class that inherited its data structures and routines from
another class). Polymorphism allows the programmer to
define a base class that includes routines that perform
standard operations on groups of related objects, without
regard to the exact type of each object. The programmer
then redefines the routines in the derived class for each
type, taking into account the characteristic.s' of the obj:ect.
See also class, derived class, object (definition 2), object-

oriented programming.

Pong n. The first commer
simulation, created by Nolan

cial video game, a table tennis
Bushnell of Atari in 1972.
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