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fire tower »n. A tower in which a lookout for
fires is posted.

fireetrap (fir'trip’) »n. A building that can
catch fire easily or is difficult to escape from in
the event of fire.

fireewall (fir’wdl) » n. 1. A fireproof wall used
as a barrier to prevent the spread of fire. 2.
Comp. Sci. A security scheme that prevents un-
authorized users from accessing a network.

fireewaster (fir'wd’tar, -wdt'ar) »n. Slang
Strong liquor, esp. whiskey. [Translation of
Ojibwa ishkodewaaboo, whiskey.)

fireewood (fir'wdod’) »n. Wood used as fuel.

fireeworks (fir'wiirks’) »pl.n. 1. Explosives
and combustibles set off to generate colored
lights, smoke, and noise for amusement. 2a. A
spectacular display, as of musical virtuosity. b.
A fiery verbal attack.

fireing line (firing) » . 1. The line of positions
from which fire is directed at a target. 2. The
forefront of an activity; vanguard.

firing pin » 7. The part of the bolt of a firearm
that strikes the primer and detonates the charge
of a projectile.

firm' (fiirm) » adj. -er, -est 1. Resistant 10 ex-
ternally applied pressure. 2. Marked by the
tone and resiliency of healthy tissue: firm mus-
cles. 3. Securely fixed in place. 4. Indicating
determination or resolution. 5. Constant; stead-
fast. 6. Fixed and definite: a firm offer. 7.
Strong and sure: a firm grasp. »v. To make or
become firm. »adv. -er, -est. Resolutely:
stand firm. [< Lat. firmus.] —firm/ly adv.
—firm’ness n.

firm? (firm) »n. A commercial partnership of
two Or more persons, esp. when unincorpo-
rated. [< Med.Lat. firmare, ratify by signature,
ult. < Lat. firmus, firm.)

firemaement (fGr'ma-mant) »n. The vault or
expanse of the heavens; the sky. [< Lat. firma-
mentum, support.}

firmeware (firm’war’) »n. Comp. Sci.
Instructions that are stored in ROM.

first (fiirst) » n. 1. The ordinal number matching
the number 1 in a series, 2. The one coming,
occurring, or ranking first. 3. The beginning;
outset: from the firsi. 4. The lowest forward
gear in a motor vehicle. 5. The winning posi-
tion in a contest. » adj. 1. Coming before all
others in order or location. 2. Prior to all others
in time; earliest. 3. Ranking above all others;
foremost. » adv. 1. Before or above all others in
ume, order, rank, or importance. 2. For the first
time. 3. Rather; preferably: would die first. 4.
To begin with: First we need to make sure of
our facts. [< OE fyrsi.]

first aid » n. Emergency treatment administered
to an injured or sick person before professional
medical care is available. —first’-ald’ adj.

first base » n. Baseball The first base to be
reached by a runner. —first baseman n.

firsteborn (fiirst’/borm’) » adj. First in order of
birth. —first’born’ n.

first class »n. 1. The first, highest, or best
group 1n a system of classification. 2. The most
expensive class of accommodations. 3. A class
of mail sealed against inspection. —first’-
class’ adj. & adv.

first cousin » n. See cousin 1.

first-de=gree burn (farst’di-gré’) »n. A mild
burn that produces redness of the skin but no
blistering.

first-gencereaction (first/jén"a>-rd’shan) »adj.
1. Of or relating to an immigrant to another
country. 2. Of or relating to one whose parents
-are immigrants.

firstehand (first’bind’) »adj. Received from
the original source. —first’hand’ adv.

first-in, first-out (fiirstin/ farst’out’) »n. A
method of inventory accounting in which the
oldest remaining items are assumed to have
been the first sold.

first lieutenant »n. A rank, as in the US
Army, above second lieutenant and below
caplain,

firstely (firsi’Ie) » ady. To begin with.

first mate » 2. An officer on a merchant ship
ranking immediately below the captain.

first person » . The form of a verb or pronoun
designating the speaker of the sentence in
which it appears.

first-rate (first’rit’) » adj. Foremost in quality,
rank, or importance. »adv. Informal Very
well; excellently.

first sergeant » 2. 1. A rank in the US Army
and Marine Corps below sergeant major. 2.
Any of three senior noncommissioned ranks in
the US Air Force.

first strike » n. The initial use of strategic nu- -

clear weapons against a nuclear-armed adver-
sary. —first’-strike’ adj.

first-string (first/string”) »adj. Of or being a
regular member of a team rather than a substi-
tute. —first’-string’er n.

firth (farth) » n. Scots A long narrow inlet of the
sea. [< ON fjordhr.]

fisecal (fis’kal) »adj. 1. Of or relating to gov-
ernment expenditures, revenues, and debt. 2.
Of finance or finances. [< Lat. fiscus, treasury. ]
—fis’calely adv.

fiscal year» n. A 12-month period for which an
organization plans the use of its funds.

fish (fish)» 1., pl. fish or fishees 1. Any of nu-
merous cold-blooded aquatic vertebrates hav-
ing fins, gills, and a streamlined body. 2. The
edible flesh of a fish. »v. 1. To catch or try to
catch fish. 2. To grope: fished in both pockets
Jor a coin. 3. To seck something indirectly: fish
for compliments. [< OE fisc.] —fish'er n.
—fish’ing n.

fishebowl (fish/bol’) » n. 1. A transparent bowl
in which live fish are kept. 2. Informal A place
or situation lacking in privacy.

fisheereman (fish’ar-mon) »n. 1. One who
fishes as an occupation or for sport. 2. A com-
mercial fishing vessel.

fisheerey (fish’a-r¢) »n., pl. -ies 1. The indus-
try devoted to the catching, processing, or sell-
ing of fish. 2. A fishing ground. 3. A hatchery
for fish. '

fisheeye (fish’1") »adj. Of or being a camera
lens that covers an angle of about 180°.

fish hawk » n. Sec osprey. :

fishehook (fish'hcok’) »n. A barbed metal
hook for catching fish.

fishing rod »n. A rod used with a line for
catching fish.

fish ladder »n. A steplike series of pools by
which fish can pass around a dam. '

fishemeal (fish/mel’) »n Ground dried fish
used as animat feed and fertilizer.

fishenet (fish’/nét’) » n. 1. Netting used to catch
fish. 2. A large-mesh fabric.

fish story » n. Informal A boastful and implau-
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sible or highly exaggerat
fishewife (ﬁsh'wtf’gﬁ n
fish. 2. A woman reg.
abusive.
ﬁstp-y (fish’€) »adj. -fet
bling or suggestive of fis
ing doubt or suspicio
—fish’ieness ».
fisesile (fis%al, -il") »adj.
P_h_\-s.[ﬁlssionable. esp. by
gies. [< Lal. findere, fiss-.
(fi-sflfi-te) n. i
fisesion (fish’an) »n. 1.
splitting into parts. 2. A
which an atomic nucleus
generating from 100 milli
million electron volts of
asexual reproductive proc.
lular organism divides ini
pendently. maturing cells.
split.] —fis’sioneasble
fisesure (fish’ar) »n. A I
cleft. {< Lat. fissara < fi
sure y.
ﬁ§t (fist) » n. The hand cl
fingers bent against the pa
fistelrght (fist’f") »n. A
fists.
fisteful (fist’fool’) » 1., pl.
fisteiscuffs (fis/i-kufs’) >,
fisetuela (fis’cha-1a) »11.. r
An abnormal duct or pass
hollow organ to the hody s
hollow organ. [< Lat.]
fit? (fit) »y. fiteted or fit,
To be the proper size and s
appropriate to; suit. 3. To
Syns at adapt. 4. To cqu
ship. 5. To provide a place «
for can fit you in today. » 4
1. Suited, adapted, or acc
circumstance or purpose. &
per. 3. Physically sound:
rpn;rj;:ir i?h;vl?i(:h something
tight fir. : fitren, be sui
fitter n. )
fit? (fit) »n. 1. Medic. a. A
sion, esp. one caused by cp
den appearance of a symplo
or snegzaxg. E(idA sudden ot
ousy. 3. A sudden period o
[ME, hardship.] o
fiteful (VD »adi 1w
—fit'fulely adv. —fitffule
fiteness (fit/nis) » 2. The st
cally fit, esp. as the result o
fleeting (i1
*ting (fit"ing) »adj. Sui
» 2. 1. The act of trying on «
small detachable pan for ;
tingsly ady. —ﬂtgﬁng-ne
Fitzoge(oald (fits-jer’ald),
Amer. singer.
Fitzgerald, F(rancis) Secc
1940. Amer. writer,
ﬁand(tfl;nsl tor. o
ve (fiv) »n. 1. The cardinal
+ 1. 2. The 5th in a set or sec
—five adj. & pron.
ﬂve-.and-ten (fivian-1&n’) »
selling a wide variety of ine
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