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most significant bit 
mouse pad 

A Common type of field-etfect transistor in which 
a layer of ilicon dioxide insulates the metal gate 

from the semicOnductor current channel. MOS-

FETs have extremely high input impedance and 
therefore require almost no driving power. They 

are used in many audio applications, including 

high-gain amplifier circuits. Like all metal-oxide 

semiconductor (MOS) devices, MOSFETs are eas-
ily damaged by static electricity. See the illustra-

www.. 

tion. See also FET, MOS. 

Metal-oxide Gate 

layer Drain Motherboard. Source 
O -O 

also JPEG (definition 1). Compare MPEG (defini-
Current channel tion 1). 

mount \mount\ vh. To make a physical disk or 

tape accessible to a computer's file system. The 
term is most commonly used to describe accessing 
disks in Apple Macintosh and UNIX-based com-

Substrate material 

MOSFET. A schematic cross section ofa MOSFET 

transistor. 
puters. 

most significant bit \mõst sig-nif a-kont bit"\ n. 

In a sequence of one or more bytes, the highest-
order bit of a binary number, not including the 

sign bit. Acronym: MSB (M'S-B). See also high-
order. Compare least significant bit. 

most significant character \mõst 

kârak-tar\ n. The high-order, or leftmost, charac-
ter in a string. Acronym: MSC (M S-C). See also 
high-order. Compare least significant character. 

most significant digit \mõst sig-nif a-kant dij-
atl n. In a sequence of one or more digits, the 
highest-order digit, which is the leftmost digit. In 
456.78, 4 is the most significant digit. Acronym: 
MSD (M S-D). Compare least significant digit. 

MOTD \MO-T-D\ n. See message of the day. 
motherboard \madh'or-bõrd \ n. The main cir-

Cuit board containing the primary components of 
a computer system. This board contains the pro-
Cessor, main memory, support circuitry, and bus 
Controller and connector. Other boards, including 
expansion memory and input/output boards, may attach to the motherboard via the bus connector. 

mouse \mous\ n. A common pointing device. 
The basic features of a mouse are a flat-bottomed 
casing designed to be gripped by one hand; one 
or more buttons on the top; a multidirectional 
detection device (usually a ball) on the bottom: 
and a cable connecting the mouse to the com-

puter. By moving the mouse on a surface (such as 
a desktop), the user typically controls an on-

Screen cursor. A mouse is a relative pointing 

sig-nif a-kant 

device because there are no defined limits to the 
mouse's movement and because its placement on 
a surface does not map directly to a specific 
screen location. To select items or choose com-

mands on the screen, the user presses one of the 

mouse's buttons, producing a "mouse click." See 
the illustration on the next page. See also bus 

mouse, mechanical mouse, optical mouse, optom-
echanical mouse, relative pointing device, serial 
mouse. Compare trackball. 

MouseKeys \mous "k�z\ n. A feature in Microsot 
Windows that allows a user to use the numeric 

keyboard to move the mouse pointer. MouseKeys 
is primarily intendled for people who may havNe 

physical limitations that make it ditticult to move a 

ee the illustration. See also expansion slot. Com-
pare daughterboard. 

Motion JPEG \mõ shon J'peg, J P-E-G\ n. A slan-
ard for storing motion video, proposed by the 

nt Photographic Experts Group (JPEG), that 
uses JPEG image compression for each frame. See 

conventional mouse. See also mouse. 
mouse pad \mous pad\ 2. A surface on which 

a mouse can be noved, typically a rectangular 

rubber pad covered with fabric, proviling more 
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National Information Infrastructure 

to the native tormat betore it car 
For example, a WOrd proess 
text files in ASCIl text tormat, bu 

nash -

work wilhhes Ocessor mgn recrgg nal in-for-m+ shan in fro-struk' churl n. A future 

high-bandwidth wide arca network proposed by 

the U.S. government to carry data, fax, vicleo, and 

VOCe transmissions to users throughout the United 

States. The network is to be developed mostly by 

private carriers; the government anticipates that 

the principal motive will be to deliver movies to 

homes on demand. Many of the proposed services 

National Information Infrastructure 

rmat, but it wil com them to its own native format 
them A 

native language \na tiv lang'wai 
guage 

natural language \nach ar-ol lang wa n, A la guage spoken or wrilten by humans 
to a programming language or a machinc 1 
Understanding natural language and are 
ing it in a computer environment 

research in artiticial intelligence 
natural-language processing 

waj pros as-eng\ n. A field of computer 
and linguistics that studies Computer systems 
can recognize and react to human language 
spoken or written. See alsoO artificial inteligen 
Compare speech recognition. 

natural language query na chur-al lang 
kw�r ë, kwår �\ n. A query to a database 

that is composed in a subset of a nanui 

guage, such as English or Japanese. The 

are or will soon become available on the Internet 

itself. Aconym: NII (NT-I). See also Information 

Superhighway. Comnpare Internet. 

National Science Foundation \nash'a-nal s+ ans 

foun-d� shan\ n. A U.S. government agencCy 

intended to promote scientific research by funding 

both research projects and projects that facilitate 

scientific communication, such as NSFnet, the 

pr ii 

nach ar-al-ar 

former backbone of the Internet. See also back-

bone (definition 1), NSFnet. 

National Television System Committee \nash'-

-nal tel a-vizh' an si' stam ka-mit �\ n. See NTSC. 

native \n� tivl adj. Of, pertaining to, or character-

istic of something that is in its original form. For 

example. many applications are able to work with 

files in a number of formats; the format the appli-

cation uses internally is its native file format. Files 

in other formats must be converted to the applica-

tion's native format before they can be processed 

by the aplication. 
native application In�'tiv a' pla-k� 'shan\ n. A 

program that is designed specifically for a particu-

lar type of microprocessor, that is, a program that 
is binary compatible with a processor. A native 

application generally will run much faster than a 
non-native application, which must be run with 
the help of an emulator program. See also binary 

compatibility, emulator. 
native code \n� tiv kõd'\ n. Code specific to a 

particular machine or processor. 

native compiler \n� tiv kom-p+lorl n. A compiler 
that produces machine code lor the computer on 

which it is running, as opposed to a croSS-COm-

, 

must conform tO Some restrictive SVntax rules 

that the system can parse it. See also parse. 

natural-language recognition \nach' ar-uns 
waj rek-ag-nish an\ n. See speech recognitien 

natural language support \nach'ur-alang 

Su-põrt \ n. A voice recognition system t 
the user to use verbal comunands in his or ter 

language to direct a computers aetions. 

NLS (N°L-S). 
natural number lnach' ar-al nunm barl A n 

ger, or whole number, that is cqual to r ye 

than zero. See also integer (detinition D 

navigation bar \nav -gi shn bir'\ z. On . 

e 

Pge, a grouping otf hyperlinks for gettng .l 

in that particular Web site. See also hyperiuls 

navigation keys \nav-o-gi shon kez 

Keys on a keyboard controlling cursol 
eniel. 

including the four :arrow key 

End, Home, Page Down, 

nd the Buksyha 

and Page lp 
keis 

Hoe 

key, End key. 
piler, which produces code lor another type of 

Computer. Most compilers are native compilers. See 

also compiler (definition 2), cross-compiler. 
native file format \n� tiv f+l för-matl n. The for-

mal an application uses intenally to process data. 

The application must convert files in other formats 

ulso arrow key, Backspace 

key, Page Down key, Page Up key 
Navigator \nav o-g� tor\ 

. See Netsc:ape 

igator. 
.navy.mil \dot-n� v�-dot-mil, dot-i 

L . On the Internet, the l 

Sographi 
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