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interrupt priority

such as by making a clicking sound each time the key-
board is pressed.

interrupt priority n. See interrupt.

interrupt request line n. A hardware line over which a
device such as an input/output port, the keyboard, or a disk
drive can send interrupts (requests for service) to the CPU.
Interrupt request lines are built into the computer’s inter-
nal hardware and are assigned different levels of priority
so that the CPU can determine the sources and relative
importance of incoming service requests. They are of con-
cern mainly to programmers dealing with low-level opera-
tions close to the hardware. Acronym: IRQ.

interrupt vector n. A memory location that contains the
address of the interrupt handler routine that is to be called
when a specific interrupt occurs. See also interrupt.

interrupt vector table n. See dispaich table.

intersect #. An operator in relational algebra, used in
database management. Given two relations (tables), A and
B, that have corresponding fields (columns) containing the
same types of values (that is, they are union-compatible),
then INTERSECT A, B builds a third relation containing
only those tuples (rows) that appear in both A and B. See
also tuple.

interstitial #n. An Internet ad format that appears in a pop-
up window between Web pages. Interstitial ads download
completely before appearing, usually while a Web page
the user has chosen is loading. Because interstitial pop-up
windows don’t appear until the entire ad has downloaded,
they often use animated graphics, audio, and other atten-
tion-getting multimedia technology that require longer
download time.

in the wild adj. Currently affecting the computing public,
particularly in regard to computer viruses. A virus that is
not yet contained or controlled by antivirus software or
that keeps reappearing despite virus detection measures is
considered to be in the wild. See also virus.

intranet n. A private network based on Internet protocols
such as TCP/IP but designed for information management
within a company or organization. Its uses include such
services as document distribution, software distribution,
access to databases, and training. An intranet is so called
because it looks like a World Wide Web site and is based
on the same technologies, yet is strictly internal to the
organization and is not connected to the Internet proper.
Some intranets also offer access to the Internet, but such
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connections are directed through a firewall that Protectg
the internal network from the external Web. Compaye
extranet.

intraware n. Groupware or middleware for use on g com.
pany’s private intranet. Intraware packages typically con.
tain e-mail, database, workflow, and browser applica[igns_
See also groupware, intranet, middleware.

intrinsic font . A font (type size and design) for which g
bit image (an exact pattern) exists that can be used as is,
without such modification as scaling. Compare derived font

intruder n. An unauthorized user or unauthorized pro-
gram, generally considered to have malicious intent, op 5
computer or computer network. See also bacterium,
cracker, Trojan horse, virus.

intruder attack . A form of hacker attack in which the
hacker enters the system without prior knowledge or
access to the system. The intruder will typically use a
combination of probing tools and techniques to learn
about the network to be hacked. Compare insider attack.

Intrusion Countermeasure Electronics n. See ICE
(definition 3).

intrusion detection n. See IDS.
intrusion-detection system r. See IDS.

invalid adj. Erroneous or unrecognizable because of a
flaw in reasoning or an error in input. Invalid results, for
example, might occur if the logic in a program is faulty.
Compare illegal.

inverse video n. See reverse video.

invert vb. 1. To reverse something or change it to its
opposite. For example, to invert the colors on a2 mono-
chrome display means to change light to dark and dark to
light. See the illustration. 2. In a digital electrical signal, to
replace a high level by a low level and vice versa. This
type of operation is the electronic equivalent of a Boolean
NOT operation.

A

Normal Inverted

Invert. An example showing the effects of inverting the colors
on a monochrome display.

inverted file n. See inverted list.
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