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Vial Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vial

: a small closed or closable vessel especially for liquids

Example Sentences

Recent Examples on the Web The machine failed to diagnose even one vial correctly.
—
Emilie Le Beau Lucchesi, Discover Magazine, 14 Nov. 2022 Without insurance, one vial of
insulin is around $275.
— Emily Goldman, Good Housekeeping, 30 Oct. 2022 On
average, sperm is sold for $950-$1,300 per vial.
— Amber Ferguson, Washington Post, 20
Oct. 2022 With the monkeypox vaccine still in short supply, the Biden administration is
changing how the vaccine is administered to stretch the number of doses that can be given
with one vial.
— Sun Sentinel, 15 Aug. 2022 This allows one vial of vaccine to be given
out as five separate doses rather than a single dose.
— Mary Kekatos, ABC News, 11
Dec. 2022 During a search of his person, police found a vial of cocaine.
— John Benson,
cleveland, 29 Nov. 2022 Pfizer said its inventory of the single-dose vial was back to normal
as of the end of July and is fulfilling all of its orders, spokeswoman Sharon Castillo said.
—

Meryl Kornfield, Anchorage Daily News, 7 Aug. 2022 The drug has become notorious for
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its price increase of almost 97,000%, from $40 a vial in 2000 to approximately $39,000
today.
— Joshua Cohen, Forbes, 10 Oct. 2022 See More
These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to
reflect current usage of the word 'vial.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent
the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback.

Word History

Etymology

Middle English fiole, viole, from Anglo-French, from Late Latin fiola, alteration of Latin phiala
— more at phial

First Known Use

14th century, in the meaning defined above

Time Traveler

The first known use of vial was in the 14th century
See more words from the same century

Dictionary Entries Near vial

viajaca

vial

Via Lactea

See More Nearby Entries 
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“Vial.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/vial. Accessed 16 Jan. 2023.

Copy Citation

Kids Definition

: a small container (as for medicines) made usually of glass or plastic

Medical Definition

: a small closed or closable vessel especially for liquids
 called also
phial

More from Merriam-Webster on vial

Nglish: Translation of vial for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of vial for Arabic Speakers
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