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whosesoever | wide-ranging

2012

- ortcin Old English wes, genitive of hwd ‘who' and
hwet what'.

whosesoever p relative pronoun & determiner fomal
whioever's: {as determiner] the story will have been told you
by your fathers, whosesoever sons you are.

whosever » relative | &d iner rare belong:
ing to or associated with whichever person:
whoever's: {as gronoun] the choice, whosever it was, is infer-
esting.

whosao » pronoun archaic term for wHoEVER: whoso
took such things into account was a fool.

~ prigin Middle English: shortening Old English swd
frwid swid “so who 0",

whosoever p pronoun formal term for WHOEVER:
o belief thot whoseever sieals will be blinded.

who’s who W noun a list or directory of facts about
notable people.

tion p noun a question in English intro-

duced by a wh-word, that requires information in
answer, rather than yes orno,

whump fwamp, womp/ B noun a dull or muffled thud-
ding sound: the whump of a distant explosion.

pvarh (a0 obj, with adverbial] make a whump: he pitched a
snowball that whumped into the car.
' [with o | strike (somerhing) heavily with awhump:
she began whumping him on his lower back.

= priGin late 1g9th cent.: imitative.

whup [wap| P verh {whups, whupping, whupped)
[with obi.) N, Amer. informal beat; thrash: they would whup
him and send him home.
w defeat convincingly: if you lined up our guys against
the49ers, they'd get whupped.

- OR1GIN late 19th cent.: variant of wHIP.

wh-word p noun Grammar any of a class of English
words used to introduce questions and relative
clauses, The main wh-words are why, who, which, what,
where, whan, and how.

adverb for what reason or purpose:

why b interrogative
wity did he do 1t?
= [with negative] used to make or agree to a suggestion:
why don't [ give yout a H?

P relative adverh (with reference to a reason) on account
of which; for which: the reason why flu jabs nesd
repeating every year is that the virus cianges.
= the reason for which: cach has faced similor handships,
and perhaps that is wity they are friends.

» exclamation 1 expressing surprise or indignation: why,
that's absurd!

2 used to add emphasis to a response: You think 507’
‘Why, yes.'

» nioun (pl. whys) a reason or explanation: the witys and
wherefores of these procedures need to be expluined o
students.

~ pHRASES why so? for what reason or purpose?

- oriGin Old English hwi, hw§ ‘by what cause’, instru-
mental case of hwaet *what’, of Germanic origin.

Whyalla jwar'slsf 2 steelmanufacturing town on the
coast of South Australia, on the Spencer Gulf: pop.
21,614 (2001).

whydah ['wida/ (also whyda) »noun an African
weaver bird, the male of which has ablack back and a
wvery long black tail used in display fiight.
® Genus Vidua, family Plocsidas: sevaral species.

& another term for WIDOWBIRD.

~ ortcin late 18th cent. (originaily widow-bird); alter-
ation by association with Whidah (now Quidah), a
town in Benin.

Whymper |'wmpsf, Edward (1840-1911), English
mountaineer. After seven attempts he finally suc-
ceeded in climbing the Matterhorn in 1865, but on
the way down four of his fellow climbers fell to their
deaths.

W1 b sbbrevistion for ® West Indies. ® Wisconsin (in
official postal use). ® Bl Women's Institute.

wibble p verb [no oty ] 8rl. informal 4 wobble; quiver.
2 speak or write, especially at great length.

~ DERIVATIVES wibbly adjeclive,

= oricin late 19th cent.: independent usage of the first
element of the reduplication wibblewobble.

Wicca |'wika/ P noun [mass noun] the religious cult of
modern witcheraft, especially an initiatory traditio
founded in England in the mid 20th century and
claiming its origins in pre-Christian pagan religions.

~ DERIVATIVES Wicean adjgctive & noun.

- oRr1GIN representing Old English wices *witch’,

Wichita |'wujfuay/ a city in southern Kansas, on the
River Arkansas; pop. 344.284 (2000).

wwick! p noun a strip of porous material up which
liguid fuel is drawn by capillary action to the flame

in a candle, lamp, or lighter.
m Megicine a gatize strip inserted in a wound to drain it.

» verh [wilh obi.] absorb or draw off (liquid) by capillary
action: garments that wick meisture away from the skin |
23 ad}, wicking] fabric with good wicking

- FHRASES dip one’s wick vulgar slang (of a man) have
sexnal intercourse. get on someone’s wick il
mfgrmdl annoy someone.

- or1GIN Old Baglish wéoce, of West Germanic origin;
related to Dutch wiek and German Wieche "wick yarn'.

wick? p noun 1 [in place names] 2 town, hamler, or dis-
trict: Hampton Wick | Warwick
2 dialest a dairy farm,

- ori1Gin Old English wic ‘dwelling place’, probably
based on Latin vicus ‘street, village’,

wick? p adjective M. Engiish quick, lively, or active:
Martha's approoching her century and as wick as a flea,
- oricin mid 18th cent.: variant of aUIcK.

TR A o tnbend

morally wrong: a wicked and unscrupulous

u intended worcapable SOMEone o
something: fin combination} he pulled the long, wicked-

Tooking dagger from its sheath. W iniormal extremely un-
pleasant: despite the stn, the wind outside was wicked.

2 playfully mischievous: a wicked sense of humour,

3 informal excellent; wonderful: Sophie makes wicked
cakes.

- PHRASES no rest [or ) for the wicked
the speaker's heavy workload or lack of tranquillity
is due to their sinful life. jor1GIN with biblical alin-
sion toIsa. 48:22, 57:21]

— DERIVATIVES wich adverh, wi foun.

~ ortetn Middle English: probably from Old Bngimh
wigon ‘witch'+-g0’.

wicker b nom [mass noun] pliable twigs, typically of
willow, plaited or woven to make items such as furni-
ture and baskets: [as modilier] @ widker chair.

- oriGIn Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; com-
pare with Swedish viker ‘willow’; related to vika 'to
bend’,

wickerwork » noun [msss noun] wicker.

w furniture or other items made of wicker.
wicket » noun 1 Crickst each of the sets of three

stumps with two bails across the top at either end of

the pitch. defended by abatsman,

= the prepared strip of ground between these two

sets of stumps. w the dismissal of a batsman: each of

ten dismissals regarded as marking a division ofa

side's innings: Darlington wen by four widkets.

2 (also wicket door or wicket gate) a small door or

gate, especially one beside or in a larger one.

® . Amar. an opening in a door orwall, often fitted

with glass or 2 grille and used for selling ticketsora

similar purpose.

3 N. Amer. a croquet hoop.

~ PHRASES at the wicket Crcksl 1 batting: the batsman
remained ar the wicket. 2 by the wicketkeeper: he was
canglit at the wicket dhasing d wide one. keep wicket
Crickat be 3 wicketkeeper. lose a wicket Cricket {of the
batting side) have a batsman dismissed. a sticky
MBMCMapmﬂzﬂmthasbeendrpngaﬁm:am
and is difficult to bat on. ®informal a tricky or awl-
ward situadon: I might be on a sticky wicket if T used
that line. aver the wicket Crickit (referring to which
side of the wicket a bowler runs when bowling) to the

t) 1 evil or

widdershins ['widafinz/ (also withershins) p adverh
chigfly Scotfish in a direction contrary to the sun's
course, considered as unlucky; anticlockwise.

- oriG1w early 16th cent.: from Middle Low German
weddersins, from Middle High German widersinnes,
from wider ‘against’ + sin ‘direction”; the second elem-
ent was associated with Scots sin "sun’.

widdle Bril. informs! B verb [no obj.] urinate,

»-noun an act of urinating.

w [massnoun] urine.

- ORIGIN 19505: alteration of PiooLE.

wide p adjective (wider, widest) 1 of great or more
than average width: a wide road.
® (after a measurement and in questions) from side
side: it measures 15 cm long by 12 cm wide | how wide do
you think this house is? @ open to the full extent: Jris eyes
were wide with fear. @ considerable: tax reventies have
undershot Treasury projections by ¢ wide margin.

2 including a great variety of people or things: a wide

range of opinion | his wide circle of friends.

m‘eadammgalargenumbﬁ'cfpenpknrawra

large area: the government’s desire for wider share owner-

ship. W considering or dealing with the more general
of a situation, issue, etc.: the wider impiications

of the dispute. ® [in conbination) extending over the whole

of: an industry-wide trend.

3 at a considerable or specified distance from an

intended point or target: the ball was wide of the leg

u [especially in soccer) at or near the side of the field:
he played in a wide leftposition.

padverh 1 to the full extent: his eyes opened wide | the
door wits wide open.

2 far from a particular or intended point or target:
ks final touchline conversion wide.

m (especially in football)at or near theside of the

field: ite will play wide on the right.

» noun (also wide ball) Cricket a ball that is judged w be
too wide of the stumps for the batsman to play, for
which an extra is awarded to the batting side.

- PHRASES give someoneithing a wide berth see
BERTH. wide awake fully awake. wide of the mark a
long way away from an intended target. ® inaccur-
ate: Dickie's memory is somewhat wide of the mark.

= DERIVATIVES wideness noun, Mﬁhw)actm

- oriGiN Old English wid ‘spacious, extensive’, wide
‘over a large area’. of Germanic origin.

wide-angle W adjoctive (of a lens) having a short
focal length and hence a field covering a wide angle.

wide area network (abbrev: WAN) b noun a com-
puter network in which the computers connected
may be far apart, generally having a radius of more
than 1 km.

wideawake » noun a soft felt hat with a low crown
and wide brim.

—ortgiNy mid sth cent. $0 named,
because the hat does not have a ‘map’ aor glossy
surface.

wide ball p noun sce wibe.

wide-band p adjective (of a radio, or other device or
activity involving broadcasting) having or using a
wide band of frequencies or wavelengths,

widebody » adjective (also wide-bodied) 1 (of a
large jet airliner) having a wide fuselage.

2 chiglty US (of a tennis racket) having a wide head.
» nown (pl, widebodies) 1 a large jet airliner with a wide

left of the wicket if a righthanded bowler and the
right of the wicket if a lefi-handed bowler. round the
wicket Crice! (referring to which side of the wicket a
bowler runs when bowling) to the right of the wicket
if a right-handed bowler and the left of the wicketifa
left-handed bowler. take a wicket Cricket (of a bowler
or a fielding side) dismniss a batsman,

= oIty Middle English {in the sense ‘small door or
grille’); from Anglo-Norman French and Old North-
ern French wiket; origin uncertain, usually referred
to the Germanic root of Old Norse vikja ‘to turn,
move'. Cricket senses date from the late 17th cent.

wicketkeeper pnouwn Crickst a fielder stationed
close behind a batsman's wicket and typically
equipped with gloves and pads.

= DERIVATIVES wicketkeeping noun.

wickiup ['wikiap/ B noun an American Indian hut
consisting of 2n oval frame covered with brushwood
o1 grass.

- ORIGIN Algonquian.

Wicklow ['wiklsuf a county of the Republic of Ire-
land, in the east, in the province of Leinster.
m its county town. on the Irish Sea: pop. 7.600 (est.
2002).

215 a tennis racket with a wide head.
3 US informal a large, heavily built person, especially
one who plays a team sport.
wide boy » noun Bit. informal 2 man involved in petty
criminal activities,
wide-eyed p adjective having one’s eyes wide open
as a result of surprise, fear, etc.
m inexpericnced: innodent: a wide eyed country boy.
widely » adverb 1 far apart; with a wide space or
interval between: a tall man with widely spaced eyes.
® to a Jarge degree in nature or character {used @
describe considerable variation or difference}: lending
policies vary widely between different banks | (25 submodifier]
Welnwﬂebrdwmm.nm
2 over a large area or range; extensively: Deborah has
travelled widely | |as submodifier] she was widely read.
u by many people or in many places: credit cards are
widely accepted.
widen b verth make or become widet: [with obj) we
should widen the scope of our investigation | [no oby his
grin widened | the lane widened out into a small dearing.
= DERIVATIVES widener noun.
wideout p noun American Foolball a wide receiver.
wide-ranging blﬂeﬂiﬂ covering an extensive
range: g wideranging d
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