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1 (ék’5pla -nashin)'n: 1. Théact or process'of expléin-
m' launched 1*détailed explaiation!'2. Somiething that ‘explains:
Jhativas"s@po?e’dbﬁ the explénatlo‘n* for their mxsdeedy 3: A mutual clan-

X o sp]an’a tbi"e)"l%df iServmg or mtended to ex-
plain an explanatory par graph -—-ex-pian aoto'rloly adv.

l )71 An exclamation or Gath, especially ¢ one
that is profane, vulgar, of obscene. 2a. A'Word or phrase that does not
conmbute - any meaning but is added only to fill out a sentence or a niet-
rrcalzlmé b ‘Llnguxsttcs A*wotd or other grammatical elerhent that has
no meanmg but is iéeded t6fill-a syntactrc position, such as the words
it and there ini the sentences It’s raining and There are many books on the
" adj’ Added or'insertéd in' order to fill 'out somethmg, such asa

&1ce or'a metncal line. [§ Late Latin explétivus,” servmg to‘fill out <
Latin’ gg{etusi past paxhcxple of explere, to ﬁll out ex-, ex- + plere; to
L se =1 in'App! 1
s Yy (s L, L e s

e;!g ry (ek ph -tor'E) ad;. Expl iye :

: ) ddj, Polible t explam. ex-
plicab] % e ehivior. —exsplic/a:bly adv,
‘éxpli 3‘ % (e </Sp -kat') trv tcateed, -ca ng, -cate; To make
clear the meaning of; explain, See Synonyms at explain, [Latin expliciré,

pll a'tor n.’

exgl;cat}on, e:gp&anahon + de, of + texte, t;xt] O nony PR
exopllocastgve (ék’spl} ka’tw, ik~ spllk’a-nv) adj. Ser ing to explam,
xpliscaltive », —ex’plisca’tivesly adv.

exsplic.it (ik-splisfit) adj. 1a. Fully and clequ)n eg(pxgssed leaw g
nothing implied: explicit approval. b. Fully developed, orfoxmulatgd

an expllr:lt idea of what o 0. 50, be paper. 2, Forthright and unreserved
in expression; }Zhey‘)were expligit in the}ricr‘mcxsm 3a, Readily o observable
an egcp]lczt Sigh: ¢ qf lro b ing,or portraying nydity or sexual
)a;tiv:ty in, graph o] past participle of explxcare, to
unfold; sée exmcnre yady. —ex-pllcllt-ness [

+SYNONYMS © Sljﬂimf deﬁnite, gxpress,. specxﬁc These adjectives') mean
entirely clear and una iguous ‘explicit stalements, a deﬁmte answer; my

expréss Wl }purpose
ANTONY s

‘explicit functlon nA funcnon, éuch Y=dx+3, whosevalue Ty
;be computed direcﬂy from the oné or moré: independent vaiiablés.®
ex-plod&(ikisplod’) v ‘plod:ed, -plodiing, -plodes —int, 1. o
release mechanical, chemical, or nuclear energy by the sudden prodic-
tion of gases ifi a confihéd space: Thé bomb exploded. 2, To burst violéntly
as a result of internal pres .3, To shatter with # loud rioisé: The vase
.exploded into’tiny'pléces When it hit the floor. 8. To: make an emotional
outburst: My neighbor exploded in rage at the trespassers. 5. To increase
suddenly;‘shafply; dnd-without control: The population’ lével in this ared
has exp oded during the fast 12 years, 6.-To change state or appearance
suddenly: ‘Ovér-the: weekend the trees exploded with colér. 7. Sports To
/it a golf ballout of a sand trap with a shot that:scatters the sand;=—tr;
"1, To cause to release energy or burst violently and noisily: The children
. exploded three firetrackers: 2: To show to be false or unreliable: explode
: Hypothesis. 3, Sports To-hit:(a golf ball) out of a sand trap with-an ‘explo-
- 'sive shot, [Latin explodere, to drive out*by clapping : ex-, ex-"+ plaudere,
toclap) —ex-plodref n:: -
ex.plod:ed:view (ék-splb’di‘d) n. An illustration or dragram ofa
Constructjon that shows its pafts separately but in- posrtions that indicate
their proper relationships to the whole. Mt
ex-plojt (ekssploit’; Yk-sploit’) 7. 1. An act or deed, especially a bril-
. Jlant or heroic one. Sée Synonyms at feat’. 2: Computers A prograin
" J System?’ designed to take advantage of a particular efror or security
Nerability in ¢omputers or networks. < trw (1k-sploit/, &k’sploit’)
ploiteed, -plmt-lng, -plolts 1. To employ to the greatest possible ad-
Vantage: exploit one’s talents. 2. To make use of selfishly or unethically:
4 corporation that exploited peasant labor, [Middle English & Old Frénch
esploit < Latin explicitum, neuter past participle of explicare, to unfold;
€€ EXPLICATR,] —ex-plon’aoblﬁloty n. —exsploit’a-ble adj. —ex.
Ploitra.tive, exsploit/ive.adj. —ex-plontla-twe-ly, ex-ploitive-ly
b, ~eXploitrer n.
wéx'lﬂo"ta-tlon (&k’sploi-ta’shan) n. 1 The act of employing to the
greatest possible advantage: exploitation'of copper deposits. 2. Utilization
% Bnother person or group for selfish purposes: exploitation of unwary
sumers. 3. An advertising or publicity program.
-plo-ra-tlon (gk’spla-ra’shan) n, The act or an instance of explor-
: Arctic exploratiori; exploration of new theories. —exsplorfasto’ry
~SPlor’a-t0r'e) adj.
“Dlore (k- splbrl) v. -plored, -plor-ing, -plores —tr. 1. To inves-
ate systematically; examine: explore every possibility. 2. To'search into
fave] i for the purpose of discovery: exploring outer space. 3. Medi-
0 examine (a body cavity or interior part) for diagnostic purposes,
tdlally by sirgery. —intr. To make a careful examination or search:

+ pbcure, to fold; see. p!ekﬂlg x}gpb R

explanation | exposure

séientists who have been kniown to explore in this region Yof the earth. [Latin
explo' re.: ex*, ex- + pethaps ﬁre, to'ery dut; as to rouse game.
ex:p| or-er (1k-sp10r’ar) One 'thit- explores, especraily one that
é‘x'p res’s ﬁeographlc ared;20'An irfiplement of a tool uséd for explotirig;
a‘probe: 3. Explorer A pEtion aged 14220 whdi s a participant in the
exploring pfogram of the Boy Scouts of ‘Arnerica.”
ex-plo-slon [¢ 6/2kan) n “1al A teléase of mechanical, chemical,
or nucléat’ energy i'a sudden and ofte violent manner with the gen-
eration of high' ‘terperatare ‘and usually with the release of gases. b, A
violent burstmg as a‘résulf of infernal préssure. ¢. The loud, sharp sound
made as a result of either of these | actions 2. A sudden, ‘often vehement
outburst; explosxoh of fager3,A' sitddef, great iricrease: a population
explosion; the' explosxon of lllegal drug dse. @. Linguistics See"plosion.
[Latin egc_plosio, explosion:, a driving off < explasus, past participle of
explodere. to drive out by clapping; see ExPLODE.)
ex-plo-snve (ik-splofsiv) adj. 1. Relatmg to or having the nature of
an explosion. 2. Tending<to explode “*'n. 1. A substance, especially a
prepared chemical, that explodes or causes explasion. 2. ngutstu:s A
plosive. —e‘x-plo'slve-ly adv. —explo’sivesness n
ex-po (&k’spd) n., pl -pos Info al A ;xposrtion
ex.po.nent (QS -spo/pant, & Isp ny m) n. 1. One that expounds or
ets. 2, O:{e that gpeaks for, represents or advocates: Our sénator is
ponent q{jree tmfie 3, Abby, exp, Mathematics ATumber or synibol,
1) d.to the nght of and above a,nother nymber, symbol,
) ,power to Wthh that, pusber, symbol, or
§ 50 called 7 power » ad Exposrtory, explana-
n ex nens, eg:ponent— ptesent pattlcrple of exponere, to ex-
pou id; see expommj, il
nen-tial (&l ag,né z§~lial) ag. 1..Of or relating to an expo-
Matlematicsa, involving, or expressed as an expo-
nent, b, Expres,seclln terms o e'srgnated power of e, the base of natural
3 n'tlal-ly ady,
ex-po'nen-tn-a- ion;(ék/spa: nén’shé a’shan) n Mathematics The
actof rajsing a quantityto a power. % i 3.
ex-port (i ('k-spbri’ &Ek/spbrt!)-v. -port-ed -portolng, -ports —tr 1.
To send.or transport (a. commodity, for example) abroad, especxally for
trade or.sale. 2. To cause the spread of (an idea, for example) in another
part, of the" world"transmin :3. Computers a:.To send (data) from one
program t6'afother: “You'll need to export.your- spreadsheet file into a
desktop pubhshmg .program” (Jon-Pepper): b. To use an application to
store’ (dat#) on disk, usually for use by another program;.~intr. To send
ortransport-abroad merchandise] especially for sale.or trade: s (k/~
sport’):Exportation. [Middle English exsport < Latin exportdre : ex-, ex- +
portaregto'carry; see per-2in App. L} —ex-port'a-bllll-ty 0, —exs
portlable adjze—exsportrersi: .1-xs
ex.por-ta.tion :(&k’spér-ta’shan) n.. 1. The act of exponing 2.
Something exported; an export, w. - 1 -
ex-pose (1k-spbz’) tr.v. -posed, -possing, -pos-es 1a. To Subject or
allow 'to be subjected to an 4ction, influence, or condition:‘exposed them-
sélves to disedse; exposed their children to ‘classical music. b, To subject (a
photographic fili; for example) to the action of light. €. To deprive of
shelter or protection“lay ‘operito dasigér or harms! troops that were exposed
to giinfire. 2. To maKe visible: Cleaning exposed:the' grain of the wood. See
Synonyms at show. 3a. To'make known (something'drscreditable) b.
To teveal the‘guilt or wrongdoing of: expose a criminal.'4. To engage in
iridecent exposure of (ofieself ). [Middle ‘English ‘exposen < Old French
expase)‘. alterdtion (influériced by ‘poséryto put, place) of Latm exponere,

[

56 (2K/s] 3-33/) 11, 1, An exposure or'a revelation of something
sditable’ 2! “A'formal‘éxposition of facts. [French past paniciple of
*expose <'Old"French; see EXPOSE])

ex:po-sistion (&k’spa-zish’an) . 1. A setting forth of meaning or
intént, 2a, A’ statement or rhetorical discourse intended to'give informa-
tion about or an explanation of difficult miterial. b, The art or technique
of composrng such discourses. 3, Music 8 The first part of 4 composition
in sonata form thidt iritrodiices the themes. b. The opening settion of a
fuggie. 4. The part'of a play that provides the background information
neéded to understand the characters and the action. 5. Anact or example
of exposing. 6. A public exhibitibri’Gr show; as'6f artistic or industrial de-
velopments. [Middle English exposrcloun < Old French exposition < Latin
eXpositio, éxposition: < exposltus, past participle of expdnere, to expound;
see EXPOUND.] --ex-posll-tlve (Ik-spbz'l-ﬂv), ex-posn-to’ (-tor’e)
adj, <~eXspos’istor n.

ex post facito (2ks’ post fik’t6) adj. Formulated, enacted, or operat-
ing retroactively: “When we apply today’s morality to yesterday’s mores, we
indulge in ex post facto' judginent” (William Safire). [Latin ex postfacts :
ex, from + postfacto, ablative of postfactum, that which is done after-
ward.)

ex post facto law n. Alaw that retroactively makes criminal anact
that was not criminal at the time it was'done. In the United States, the
passage of such laws is forbidden by the Constitution.
ex-pos-tu:late (ik-spds/cha-lat’) v -lateed, -latsing, -lates —intr.
To reason earnéstly with someone in an effort to dissuade or correct; re-
motistrate. Se¢ Synonyms at object. —tr. To say in protest; object: “[He]
expostulated that they had every right to hold d street meeting” (Pierre
Berton). [Latin expostulare, expostulat- : ex-, intensive pref;; see Ex- +
postuldre, to demand; see prek- in App. 1] —exspos’tusla’tion n.
—exspos/tusla’tor n. —ex-pos'tu-ﬁl-to 'ry (-la-tor’e), ex-pos’tus
la’tive adj.

ex.po.sure (tk-spd’zhar) n. 1. The act or an instance of exposing, as:
a. An‘act of subjecting or an instance of béing subjected to an action or
an'ififluence: their first exposure to big city life. b. Appearance in public
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