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awash

112

® [with adverbial] concerned and well-informed about a
particular situation or development: unless everyone
becomes more i aware,
is inevitable | a politically aware clectorate.

-DERIVATIVES awareness n.

~ORIGIN Old English geweer, of West Germanic origin;
related to German gewahr, also to WARE2.

aswash |a'wosH; o'wisH| »ad]. [predic] covered or
flooded with water, esp. seawater or rain: the boat rolled
violently, its decks awash | figuralive the city was awash
with journalists.

level with the surface of water, esp. the sea, so that

it just washes over: a rock awash outside the reef en-
trance.

asway |a'wa| »adv. 1 to or at a distance from a partic-

ular place, person, or thing: she landed badly, and

crawled away | they walked away from the church in si-
lence | Bernice pushed him away | we’ll be away for four
nights | there’s a river not far away.

W at a specified distance: when he was ten or twelve feet
away, he stopped | a loud explosion a short distance
away | we have had patients from as far away as
Toronto. W at a specified future distance in time: the
wedding is only weeks away. W toward a lower level;
downward: in front of them the land fell away to the
river.  conceptually to one side, so as no longer to
be the focus of attention: the museum has shifted its
emphasis away from research toward exhibitions.

2 into an appropriate place for storage or safekeeping:

he put away the lawn furniture | Philip locked away all the

cash every night.

W toward or into nonexistence: the sound of hoofbeats
died away | Marie felt her distress ebbing away.

3 i or i there was lit-

e Edgar crooning away | have your camera ready and

click away when you spot something.

»adj. (of a sports ition) played at the
grounds: tomorrow night’s away game at Yankee Sta-
dium.

~PHRASES away with said as an exhortation to over-
come or be rid of something; let us be rid of: away with

werty!

-ORIGIN Old English onweg, aweg ‘on one’s way’ (see
A-2, WAY).

AWB an extreme right-wing white political party in
South Africa violently opposed to majority rule.

~ORIGIN iati i
ing ‘Afrikaner Resistance Movement.”

awe |6] »n. a feeling of reverential respect mixed with
fear or wonder: they gazed in awe at the small mountain
of diamonds | the sight filled me with awe | his staff mem-
bers are in awe of him.
 archaic capacity to inspire awe: is it any wonder that

Christmas Eve has lost its awe?

»v. [trans] (usu. be awed) inspire with awe: they were
both awed by the vastess of the forest | [as adj] (awed)
he spoke in a hushed, awed whisper.

-ORIGIN Old English ege ‘terror, dread, awe,’ replaced
in Middle English by forms related to Old Norse agi.

asweigh |a'wa| »adj. Nautical (of an anchor) raised just
clear of the sea or riverbed.

~ORIGIN early 17th cen om A-2 ‘on’+ WEIGH!.

awe-inespireing »adj. arousing awe through being im-
pressive, idable, or i ichelangelo’s
awe-inspiring masterpiece. .

aweesome |'6sam| »adj. extremely impressive or
daunti i or

m Afrikaner

inspiring great i

fear: the awesome power of the atomic bomb.

minformal extremely good; excellent: the band is truly
awesome!

~-DERIVATIVES awe*somesly adv.; awessome*ness n.

—ORIGIN late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘filled with
awe’): from AWE + -SOME!. )

awesstruck |'6,strok| (also awestricken ['6
strikon ) »adj. filled with or revealing awe: people were
awestruck by the pictures sent back 1o earth.

aweful |'6l] »ad. 1 very bad or unpleasant: the place

‘smelled awful | 1 look awful in a swimsuit | an awful

speech. .

m extremely shocking; horrific: awfil, bloody images.
m [atiib.] used to emphasize the extent of: sol;nethmg,
esp. something unpleasant or negative: I’ve made
an awful fool of myself. ® (of a person) very unwell,
troubled, or unhappy: I felt awful for being so angry
with him | you look awful—you should go and lie

2 archaic inspiring reverential wonder or fear.

»adv. [as submodifier] informal awfully; very: we’re an awful
long way from the main road.

~PHRASES an awful lot a very large amount; a great
deal: we’ve had an awful lot of letters | you’ve still got an
awful Iot to learn.

~DERIVATIVES aweful'ness n.

~ORIGIN Old English (see AWE, -FuL).

awstulely |'5f(2)Ie| adv. 1 [as submodifer] (used esp. in

spoken English) very: I'm awfully sorry to bother you so
late | an awfully nice man.
2 very badly or unpleasantly: we played azfilly.
aswhile |3'(h)wil| »adv. for a short time: stand here
awhile.
~ORIGIN Old English ane huile ‘(for) a while.”

USAGE: The adverb awhile (we paused awhile) should
be written as one word. The noun phrase, meaning ‘a
period of time,’ esp. when preceded by a preposition,
should be written as two words (Margaret rested for a
while; we’ll be there in a while). See also usage at
WORTHWHILE.

aswhirl |o'(h)warl | »ad. [predic.] in a whirl; whitling: her
mind was awhirl with images.

awkeward |'okward | »ad]. 1 causing difficulty; hard to
do or deal with: one of the most awhward jobs is painting
aceiling | some awkward questions | the wheelbarrow can
be awkward to maneuver.
u chifly Brit. el o

ufigurative a measure intended to
reduce costs drastically, esp,
one that involves elimination of
staff: thirty workers are facing
the ax in the assembly depart-
ment.

2 informal a musical instrument,

esp. a jazz musician’s saxophone

or a bass guitar.

»v. [trans] 1 end, cancel, or dismiss
suddenly and ruthlessly: the com-
pany is axing 125 jobs | 2,500 staff
were axed as part of the realignment.
u reduce (costs or services) dras-

tically: the candidates all
promised to ax government spend-
ing. ax1

2 cut or strike with an ax, esp. vi-
olently or destructively: the door had been axeq by the

r
tive: you’re being damned awkward! | please excuse my
daughter—she’s at an awkward age.

2 causing or feeling embarrassment or inconvenience:

he had put her in a very awkward situation.

3 not smooth or graceful; ungainly: Luther’s awkward

movements impeded his progress | she was long-legged and

rather awkward.

® uncomfortable or abnormal: make sure the baby isn’t
sleeping in an awkward position.

~DERIVATIVES awkewardely adv; awkewardeness n.

~ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense ‘the wrong

way around, upside down’): from dialect azwk ‘back-

ward, perverse, clumsy’ (from Old
ﬁ

Norse afugr ‘turned the wrong way’)

+ -WARD.
awkeward age »n. the period of ado-
lescence  marke: by  self-

consciousness and moody behavior.

awl | 41| »n. a small pointed tool used
for piercing holes, esp. in leather.

-ORIGIN Old English @/, of Ger-
manic origin; related to German
Abhle.

awn |6n| »n. Botany a stiff bristle, esp.
one of those growing from the ear or
flower of barley, rye, and many grass-
es.

~DERIVATIVES awned adj.

-ORIGIN Old English, from Old Norse ggn; related to
Swedish agn, Danish avn.

awneing | '6niNG| »n. a sheet of canvas or other mater-
ial stretched on a frame and used to keep the sun or
rain off a storefront, window, doorway, or deck.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent. (originally in nautical use):
of unknown origin.

awl

awning

a*woke |5'wok| past of AWAKE.

aswoeken |o'wokan | past participle of AWAKE,

AWOL |'a,wbl| »ad]. [predic.] Miitary absent from where
one should be but without intent to desert: the men
‘have gone AWOL | humorous now the parrot has gone
AWOL.

- ’om GIN 1920s: acronym from absent without (official)
eave.

a*wry |s'ri| »adv. & adj. away from the appropriate,
planned, or expected course; amiss: [as adv] many
youthful romances go awry | [as predic. adj] 1 got the im-
pression that something was awry.
®out of the normal or correct position; askew: [as

predic. adj.] ke was hatless, his silver hair awry.

~ORIGIN late Middle English: from A-2 ‘on’ + WRY.

aw-shucks »adj. [attrib.] informal (of a personal quality or
manner) ing and shy: his hucks nice-
ness disguised his conniving nature.

=~ORIGIN late 20th cent.: from AW + shucks (see
SHUCK).

ax |zks| (also axe) »n. 1 a tool typically used for chop-
ping wood, usually a steel blade attached at a right an-
gle to a wooden handle.

-PHRASES have an ax to grind have a self-serving res.
son for doing or being involved in something:she iy
the board because she had an ax 10 grind with the e

system.

-ORIGIN Old English ex, of Germanic origin; relateq
to Dutch aaks and German Axz.

axeel |'zksal| (also Axel) »n. Figure Skating a jump wity
a forward takeoff from the forward outside edge of one
skate to the backward outside edge of the other, with
one and a half turns in the air.

~ORIGIN 1930s: named after Axel R. Paulsen (1885-
1938), Norwegian skater.

asxeneic |a'zenik; a'zen-| »adj. chiefly Botany of, relating
to, or denoting a culture that is free from living organ-
isms other than the species required.

~DERIVATIVES asxeniscally |-ik(s)le| adv.

~ORIGIN 1940s: from a- ‘not’ + Greek xenikos ‘alien,
strange’ + -IC.

axees |'zk,séz| plural form of AXis.

axeival |'zksesl| »adj. of, forming, or relating to an
axis: the main axial road.
W around an axis: the axial rotation rate of the earth.

~DERIVATIVES axsiealely adv.

axeil |'zksal| »n. Botany the upper angle between a leaf
stalk or branch and the
stem or trunk from
which it is growing.

-ORIGIN late 18th
cent.: from Latin axilla
‘armpit’ (see AXILLA).

axeilsla |=Kk'sila| »n. (pl.
axillae |-'silz|) Anatomy
the space below the
shoulder through
which  vessels and
nerves enter and leave
the upper arm; a per-
son’s armpit.
™ Botany an axil. .

~ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of
ala ‘wing?

axeilelarey |'zkss,lere| »adj. Anatomy of or relating to the
armpit: enlargement of the axillary Iymph nodes.
 Botany in or growing from an axil: axillary shoots. of

ten contrasted with TERMINAL. P

axsil*larey bud »n. a bud that grows from the axil of &
leaf and may develop into a branch or flower cluster.
Also called LATERAL BUD. "

axei'om |'zkseom| »n. a statement or proposition tat
is regarded as being established, accepted, or s zi-
evidently true: the axiom that supply equals demir
' chiefly fics a or proposition on whi

an abstractly defined structure is based. "

~ORIGIN late 15th cent.: from French axiome o L3t
axioma, from Greek axioma ‘what is thought ftdné:
from axios ‘worthy? 3

axeieosmateic | axkseo'matik| »adj. self-evident O “’;e
questionable: it is axiomatic that dividends have w0
Sfinanced. I
™ [attrib] chiefly Mathematics relating to or containing

-DERIVATIVES axsisoematsiecalely |-ik()IE| 3"".k 5
~ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from Greek axiomaro
from axioma ‘what is thought fitting’ (se¢ AXIOM):
axei*on |'zksg,in| »n. Physics a hypothetical s“bmess‘
particle postulated to account for the rarity of PXOF ghts
es that break charge-parity symmetry. It is very
electrically neutral, and pseudoscalar.
-ORIGIN 1970s: from AXIAL + -ON. . _pne
axeis |'zksis| »n. {pl. axes |-sez|) 1 anﬂmg‘“a?;a,{g
about which a body rotates: the earth revolves o ’
once every 24 hours. 2
= Geomety an imaginary straight line passing ULo%E]
the center of a symmetrical solid, and 2bOU ¥
plane figure can be conceived as rotating 0 8
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axis deer

the solid. W an imaginary line that divides hi

113

azoospermia

into equal or roughly equal halves, esp. in the diree
tion of its greatest length.

2 Mathematics a fixed reference line for the measurement

of coordinates: the variable that is thought of as a cause

is placed on the horizontal axis, and the variable that is
thought of as an effect on the vertical axis,

3 a straight central part in a structure to which other

parts are connected.

w Botany the central column of an inflorescence or
other growth. @ Zoology the skull and backbons of o
vertebrate animal.

4 Anatomy the second cervical vertebra, below the atlas

at the top of the backbone,

5 an agreement or alliance between two or more coun-

tries that forms a center for an eventual larger group-

ing of nations: the Anglo-American axis,

u (the Axis) the alliance of Germany and Italy
formed before and during World War 11, later ex.
tended to include Japan and other countries: [as ad]
the Axis Powers.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin, ‘axle,

ivot.”

axeis deer (also axis) »n. a deer that has Iyre-shaped
antlers and a fawn coat with white spots, native to In-
dia and Sri Lanka.
«Cervus axis, family Cervidae.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: axis from Latin, the name of
an Indian animal mentioned by Pliny.

axsissymemeteric | zksesa'metrik| »ad]. Geometry sym-
metrical about an axis.

axvle |'zksal| »n. a rod or spindle (either fixed or ro-
tating) passing through the center of a wheel or group
of wheels: [as adj axle grease | axle loads, i

-ORIGIN Middle English (originally axle-tree): from
0ld Norse gxuliré.

ax'man |'zks,mzn| (also axeman) »n. (pl. -men) 1a
person who works with an ax: he was like an axman ar
work in a tangled thicker.
2 informal a rock or jazz guitarist.

A i 7

Y K i see KHOMEINI.

Aycksbourn |'akbérn|, Sir Alan (1939- ), English
playwright. Notable plays: Relatively Speaking (1967),
Absurd Person Singular (1973), and A Chorus of Disap-
proval (1985).

aye! |1| (also ay) »exclam. archaic or dialect said to express
assent; yes: aye, yoi’re right about that.
 (aye, aye) Nautcal a response acknowledging an or-

der: aye, aye, captain. B (in voting) I assent: all in fa-
vor say, “aye.” s

»n. an affirmative answer or assent, esp. in voting: the
House was divided: Ayes 211, Noes 271.

~PHRASES thg ayes havé it the affirmative votes are in
the majority. i

~ORIGIN late 16th cent.: probably from I, first person
personal pronoun, expressing assent.

aye2 |a, | »adv. archaic or Scotish always or still.

~PHRASES for aye for ever. I shall treasure the memory
Jor aye.

-ORIGIN Middle English: from Old Norse ei, ey; re-
lated to Latin aevum ‘age’ and Greek aie(i) ‘ever,’ aion;
‘deon’

aye-aye |'i 'i| »n. a rare nocturnal Madagascan pri-
mate allied to the lemurs. It has rodentlike incisor
teeth and an elongated twiglike finger on each hand
with which it pries insects from bark.

*Daubentonia madagascariensis, the only member of the fam-
ily Daubentoniidae.

~ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from French, from Malagasy
aiay.

Ayer |er|, Sir A. J. (1910-89), English philosopher;
full name Alfred Jules Ayer. He was an important pro-
ponent of logical positivism. Notable works: Lan-
guage, Truth, and Logic (1936) and The Problem of
Knowledge (1956).

Ayers Rock | erz; zrz; 'aorz| a red rock mass in North-
ern Territory, Australia, southwest of Alice Springs.
The largest monolith in the world, it is 1,143 feet (348
m) high and about 6 miles (9 km) in circumference.

 Aboriginal name ULURU.

tar| (also carpet)
»n. a kind of machine-woven patterned carpet with a
cut pile. :

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: named after the town of
Axminster in southern England, noted sinice the 18th
cent. for the production of carpets. B

axeorlotl |'zks litl| »n. a Mexican salamander which
in natural conditions retains its aquatic newtlike larval
form throughout life but is able to breed.

Amb; mexic famil i

-ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from Nahuatl, from azl ‘wa-
ter’ + xolotl ‘servant.’ ’

ax+on ['zk,sin| »n. the long threadlike part of a nerve
cell along which impulses are conducted from the cell
body to other cells.

-DERIVATIVES ax+oneal | 'zksanl; zk'sénl| adj.

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent. (denoting the body axis):
from Greek axdon ‘axis.”

axeo*neme |'zkss,ném| »n. Biology the central strand
of a cilium or flagellum. It is composed of an array of
microtubules, typically in nine pairs around two single
central ones.

-DERIVATIVES axeo*nesmal |zks3a'némal| adj.

-ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from Greek axon ‘axis’ +
néma ‘thread.”

axeo*noemeteric | aksand'metrik| »adj. using or des-
ignating an orthographic projection of an object, such
as a building, on a plane inclined to each of the three
principal axes of the object; three-dimensional but
without perspective.

axeosplasm |'zksa,plezam | »n. Biology the cytoplasm
of a nerve axon. . )

-DERIVATIVES axeoeplasemic |,zksa'plzzmik| adj.

Axeum variant spelling of AKSUM.

ay |5;a| rexclam. & n. variant spelling of AVE.

Asyascuecho |,ia'k60CHO | a city in the Andes in south
central Peru; pop. 101,600. .

asyah |'is| »n. a native maid or nursemaid employed
by Europeans in India. o

-ORIGIN Anglo-Indian, from Portuguese aia ‘nurse,
feminine of aio ‘tutor.’ o .

asyashuaseca | dy>'wiska| pn. a tropical vine native to

e Amazon region, noted for its hallucinogenic prop-
erties. "
*Genus Banisteriopsis, family Malpighiaceae: several species,
in particular B. caapi.
-: hallucinogenipc drink prepared from the bark of
this,

~ORIGIN 1940s: from South American Splanish, ﬂ;:)):n
Quechua ayawdskha, from aya ‘corpse’ + waskha
‘rope.’

aryastollah | s>'tola] »n. a Shiite religious leader in
Iran,

~ORIGIN 1950s: from Persian, from Arabic ‘ayawu-
Uah, literally ‘token of God.”

y |1'asHa| the wife of Muhammad.

Ay*macra | imi'ri| »n. (pl. same or Aymaras) 1 a
member of a South American Indian people inhabit-
ing the high plateau region of Bolivia and Peru near
Lake Titicaca.

2 the language of this people, related to Quechua.
»adj. of or relating to this people or their language.
~ORIGIN Spanish.

Ayreshire |'erstor; -ssir| »>n. an animal of a mainly
white Breed of dairy cattle.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: named after Ayrshire, a for-
mer Scottish county where the cattle were bred.

AYT »abbr. Computing informal (in e-mail) are you there?

Asyub Khan |i'yoob 'kin; 'kmin|, Muhammad
(1907-74), Pakistani soldier and statesman; president
1958-69.

Asyureveeda | dyar'vads; -'veds| »n. the traditional
Hindu system of medicine, which is based on the idea
of balance in bodily systems and uses diet, herbal
treatment, and yogic breathing.

~DERIVATIVES Asyurevesdic |-'vedik| adj.

~ORIGIN from Sanskrit @yus ‘life’ + veda ‘science.”

AZ »abbr. Arizona (in official postal use).

Aezad Kashemir |'4zid kiss'mir; kaesH-| an autono-
mous state in northeastern Pakistan, formerly part of
Kashmir; administrative center, Muzzafarabad. It was
established in 1949 after Kashmir was split as a result
of the partition of India.

-ORIGIN from Urdu, literally ‘Free Kashmir.”

aszal*ea |o'zalys| »n. a deciduous flowering shrub of
the heath family with clusters of brightly colored,
sometimes fragrant flowers. Technically classified as

azaleas are isti smaller
than most other rhododendrons.

+Genus Rhododendron, family Ericaceae: many cultivars.
-ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek,

feminine of azaleos ‘dry,’ because the shrub flourishes

in dry soil.

aszan |4'zin| »n. the Muslim call to ritual prayer, typ-
ically made by a muezzin from the minaret of a
mosque.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Arabic ’adan ‘an-
nouncement.” Compare with MUEZZIN.

aezerortrope |a'zes,rop | »n. Chemistry a mixture of two
liquids that has a constant boiling point and composi-
tion throughout distillation.

~DERIVATIVES aszesostropeic | azés'tripik; -'tro-
pik| ad.

~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from A-! ‘without’ + Greek
zein to boil’ + tropos ‘turning’

Azeersbai*jan | zzar,bi'jin; dz-; -'zHin| a country in
southeastern Europe, in the Caucasus, on the western
shore of the Caspian Sea; pop. 7,219,000 capital,
Baku; languages, Azerbaijani (official), Russian.

Historically, the name Azerbaijan refers to a larger re-
gion that formed part of Persia, The northern part of
this was ceded to Russia in the early 19th century; the
southern part remained a region in northwestern
Iran. Russian Azerbaijan was absorbed into the Soviet
Union in 1922 and gained independence on the
breakup of the USSR in 1991. Azerbaijan contains
the predominantly Armenian region of Nagorno-
Karabakh, over which open conflict with Armenia
broke out in 1988. The Azeri autonomous republic of
Naxgivan forms an enclave within the Republic of Ar-
menia and similarly continues to be the subject of
armed conflict.

Aszersbaitja*ni | ,zzarbi'jing; izor-| »adj. of or relat-
ing to Azerbaijan or its people or their language.

»n. (pl. Azerbaijanis) 1 a native or national of Azerbai-
jan or a person of Azerbaijani descent.

2 the Turkic language of Azerbaijan.

Aszeeri |3'zerz | »n. (pl. Azeris) 12 member of a Turkic
people forming the majority population of Azerbaijan,
and also living in Armenia and northern Iran.

2 the Azerbaijani language.

»ad]. of, relating to, or denoting this people or their lan-
guage.

-ORIGIN from Turkish azeri.

azeide |'azid; 'zz-| »n. Chemistry a compound contain-
ing the anion or the group N~

~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from AZO- + -IDE.

{4 yemiedine |,zzido" den; ,2i-; 9,z8-|
»n. trademark for the drug ZIDOVUDINE.

Aezickiswe | dzi'kewa|, (Benjamin) Nnamdi (1904

96), Nigerian statesman; the first governor-general of
independent Nigeria 1960-63 and its first president
1963-66.

azeismuth |'zzomaTH| »n. the direction of a celestial
object from the observer, expressed as the angular dis-
tance from the north or south point of the horizon to
the point at which a vertical circle passing through the
object intersects the horizon.
® the horizontal angle or direction of a compass bear-

ing.

~DERIVATIVES azeismutheal | 2z>'motHal | adj.

~ORIGIN late Middle English (denoting the arc of a
celestial circle from the zenith to the horizon): from
Old French azimut, from Arabic as-samt, from al ‘the’
+ samt “way, direction.”

azeimutheal prosjecetion | zz>'marsol| »n. a map
projection in which a region of the earth is projected
onto a plane tangential to the surface, typically at a
pole or the equator.

azeine |'zzen; 'azen| »n. Chemistry a cyclic organic
compound having a ring including one or (typically)
more nitrogen atoms.

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from AZO- + -INE%.

azo- »prefix Chemistry containing two adjacent nitrogen
atoms between carbon atoms: azobenzene.

~ORIGIN from obsolete azoze ‘nitrogen,’ from French,
from Greek azdos ‘without life.”

azeosbenezene | zzo'benzén; -ben'zén; ,azo-| »n.
Chemistry .a synthetic crystalline organic compound
used chiefly in dye manufacture.
+Chem. formula: (CeHs)N=N(C¢Hs).

az¢o dye | 2z0; ,az0| »n. Chemistry any of a large class of
synthetic dyes whose molecules contain two adjacent
nitrogen atoms between carbon atoms.

aZoviC |a'20-ik; 2'z6-| »adj. having no trace of life or
organic remains.
® (Azoic) Geology another term for ARCHEAN.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Greek azdos ‘withour
life’ + -1c.

aszoneal |a'zonl| »adj. (esp. of soils) having no zonal
organization or structure.

a+zoso*spersmisa | ,4z05'sparmea| »n. Medicine absence
of motile (and hence viable) sperm in the semen.

~DERIVATIVES a*2o*0*spersmic |-'sparmik| adj.

See page xxxviii for the Key to Pronunciation
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cartoon
_ORIGIN carly 19th cent.:
cartone (see CARTOON),
caretoon |Kkir't6on| sn, 1
the features of its subjects
ed way, esp. a satirical ong

from French, from Italian

a simple draw;
in a humorous,
€ in a newspa,

ing showing
ly exaggerat.
o 'Per or maga-
W a comic strip. W figurative a sim
version or interpretation of so,
cartoon of rural life in Amerio
comes a cartoon housewife,
a bathrobe.
2 a motion picture using anirar: @
photograph 2 sequence of drawinas e INIUES to
e er than real
3a full-size drawing made b
design for a painting or oth,
»w. [tens] (usu. be cartoo

plificd or exa,

: geerated
mething: this moyie 7;
cal 125 a6] Dolores p,.
reading glossy magazises 1y

y an artist as a

er work of art,

= or;ev:l) make a drawing of

a face with enough character 1o be capppomey, " ' 195
-DERIVATIVES carstoone * - .

D eavtoorey 6 n*ish adj; carstoonsist |-ist|

-ORIGIN late 16th cent. (sense 3): i
wone, from carta, from Latin carra, iha:(::l(sle!:l:;a‘:a::'_
Sense 1 dates from the mid 19th cent. -
car-toon®ing | kir'tooninG | »n. the activity or occupa-
:::&ur drawing cartoons for newspapers or maga-

cartop |'Kir,tip| »adj. designq
‘on the top of an automobsile,

carstouche |kir'tGosH| »n. a carved
representing a scroll with rolled-up
mentally or bearing an inscription,
 Archaeology an oval or oblong enclosing a
Egyptian hieroglyphs, typically reprisengtxspl:e‘
name and title of a monarch.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from French cartouche
(masculine noun), carlier cartoche, from Italian cartoc.
cio, from carta, from Latin carta, charia (see CARD!).

caretridge | 'kirtrij| »n. a container holding a spool of
photographic film, a quantity of ink, or other item or
substance, designed for insertion into a mechanism.
#a casing containing a charge and a bullet or shot for

small arms or an explosive charge for blasting, #a
component carrying the stylus on the pickup head
of a record player.

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from French cartouche (fem-
inine noun), from Italian cartoccio (see CARTOUCHE).

cartridge belt »n. a belt with pockets or loops for car-
tridges of ammunition, typically worn over the shoul-

preliminary

ed to be used or carried

tablet or drawing
ends, used orna-

der.
cartridge clip »n. a metal frame or container that
holds cartridges for loading into an automatic rifle or

pistol.
cartewheel |'kirt,(h)wel| »n. 1 the wheel of a cart.
2 a circular sideways handspring with the arms and
legs extended.
». [0 0bj, with adverbial of direction] perform such a hand-
spring or handsprings: he cartwheeled across the room.
Cartowright | 'kirt,rit|, Edmund (1743-1823), Eng-
lish engineer. He invented the power loom.
carrunecle |ko'ronckal; 'kar,oNG-| »n. a fleshy out-
growth, in particular: .
®a wattle of a bird such as a turkey. ® the red promi-
nence at the inner corner of the eye. Many out-
growth from a seed near the micropyle, attractive to
ants that aid the seed’s dispersal.
~DERIVATIVES casrunscuelar |ka'roNckyalor| adi.
-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: obsolete French, from Latin
caruncula, from caro, carn- ‘flesh.” .
Casrueso |ko'r60so; -20 |, Enrico (1873-1921), Italian
opera singer. He was the first major tenor to be re-
corded on gramophone records.
carve |k5rvg| " [lgns.] 1 (often be carved) cut (a hard
mMaterial) in order to produce an acsthetically pleasing
object or design: the wood was carved with runes | [as
] (carved) bookcases of carved oak. -
®produce (an object) by curting and shaping ; e
material: the altar was carved from a block of soli et
produce (an inscription or design) by cum}:lg firomd
hard material: an inscription was ca_md over 1 'f: S
“;ﬂy | figurative the river carved a series of gorges ¥
Plain.

2eut (cooked mear) into slces for eating.
Cut (a slice of meat) from a larger piece i
3 Sting make (a turn) by tilting one’s sk:; omt d(;:a(
s and using one’s weight to bend thel
<y slide into an arc. . -
Ve Something out 1 take something from jn";;fm
¥hole, esp, with difficulty: carving out @ 5 Percert S0
o the overall vore. 2 establish or create S

the

»

p: ‘
caccessfl photographic career for himself:
Ve Someone up informal slash someon!
ther sharp object. —
 Something up divide something *

e with a knife

thlessly into

265

separate areas or domains: West Africa was carved up by
the Europeans.

—oriGIN Ol English ceorfan ‘cut, carve,’ of West Ger-
manic origin; related to Dutch kerven.

carevel »n. variant spelling of CARAVEL.

carevel-built »adj. (of a boat or ship) having hull planks
that do not overlap. Compare with LAPSTRAKE.

carveen |'kirvon | archaic past participle of CARVE.

Carsver |'kirvar|, George Washington (c.1864—
1943), US botanist. Born into slavery, he later became
the director of agricultural research at Tuskegee Insti-
tute in 1896 and developed many products from soy-
beans, sweet potatoes, and peanuts.

George Washington Carver

carever |'kirvar| »n. 1 a person who carves wood,

stone, ivory, coral, ctc., esp. professionally: twe teatched
adecoy carver at twork.

2 a knife designed for slicing meat.

3 a person who cuts and serves the meat at a meal.

carveing |'kirviNG| »n. an object or design cut from a
hard material as an artistic work.

carveing knife »n. a knifc with a long blade used for
carving cooked meat into slices.

car wash »n. 1 a building containing equipment for
washing motor vehicles automatically.

2 an event, typically a fundraiser, in which motor ve-
hicles are washed: the Teen Center will hold its third an-
nual car twash on Sarurday.

Cary |'kxr?; 'kere| a town in east central North Caro-
lina, a commercial and research center; pop. 94,536.

careyeateid | kere'ziod; ‘karea,tid| »n. (pl. caryatids
or caryatides | kxre'zto
.dez|) ‘Architecture a_stone
carving of a draped female
figure, used as a pillar to
support the entablature of
a Greek or Greek-style
building.

~ORIGIN mid 16th cent.:
via French and Italian
from Latin caryatides, from
Greek karuatides, plural of
karuatis ‘priestess of Arte-
mis at Caryae,’ from Karu-
ai (Caryae) in Laconia.
carsyeo*phylslasceous

| kaere,0f>'1asHas | vad]. Bot-
any of, relating to, or denot-
ing plants of the pink fam-
ily (Caryophyllaceac).

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.:
from modern Latin Caryo-
phyllaceae (plural), based
on Greek karuophullon
“clove pink, + -OUS.

carey*op*sis | kere'ipsas|
»n. (pl. caryopses |-sez|)
Botany a dry one-seeded
fruit in which the ovary
wall is united with the seed
coat, typical of grasses and
cereals.

_ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from modern Latin, from
Greek karion ‘nut’ + opsis ‘appearance.”

caesa*ba |ka'siba| (also cassaba) »n. a winter melon
‘of a variety with a wrinkled yellow rind and sweet flesh.

-ORIGIN early 20th cent.: named after Kasaba (now
Turgutlu) in Turkey, from which the melons were first
exported.

Carsasblaneca | kisa'blincks; kaso'blancka| the
Jargest city in Morocco, a seaport on the Atlantic
coast; pop. 2,943,000.

Carsals | ka'silz|, Pablo (1876-1973), Spanish cellist,
conductor, and composer.

Cas+a*nowva | kzzo'nova; kaso-|, Giovanni Jacopo
(1725-98), Italian adventurer; full name Giovanni

caryatid

case

Jacopo Casanova de Seingalt. He is known for his mem-
‘irs that describe his sexual encounters and other ex-
its.

cosbah ['kes.bil (also kasbah) . the citadel of a
North African city. . .

u (the casbah) the area(sur;oundms such a citadel,
ically the old part of a city. )

o P N mid 18th cent.: French, from Arabic kasaba
“citadel.” 4

casecasbel | 'kaska,bel | »n. a small red chile pepper of
a mild-flavored variety. "

~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Catalan
cascavel, from medieval Latin cascabellus ‘little bell.

casecade |kxs'kad| »n. 1 a small waterfall, typically
one of several that fall in stages down a steep rocky
slope.
massa something that falls or hangs in copious or

luxiiriant ities: a cascade of pink invill
=3 large number or amount of something occurring
or arriving in rapid succession: a cascade of antiwar
literature. .
2 a process whereby something, typically information
or knowledge, is successively passed on: [as adi] rhe
greater the number of people who are well bricfed, the wider
the cascade effect.
2 succession of devices or stages in a process, each of
which triggers or initiates the next.

»v. 1 [no obj, with adverbial of direction] (of water) pour
downward rapidly and in large quantities: water twas
cascading down the stairs.
® fall or hang in copious or luxuriant quantities: blonde

hair cascaded down her back.
2 [trans.] arrange (a number of devices or objects) in a
series or sequence.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian
cascata, from cascare ‘to fall,’ based on Latin casus (see
CASE!).

Casecade Range a range of volcanic mountains in
western North America that extends from southern
British Columbia through Washington and Oregon to
northern California. Its highest peak is Mount
Rainier. The range also includes an active volcano,
Mount St. Helens.

casecarsa |kxs'kxro| (also cascara sagrada |so'-
grada|) »n. 1 a purgative made from the dried bark of
an American buckthorn.

2 (also cascara buckthorn) the tree from which this
bark is obtained, native to the Pacific Northwest.
«Rhamnus purshiana, family Rhamnaceae.
-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Spanish cascara (sagra-
da), literally “(sacred) bark.”
Caseco Bay |'kzskd| an inlet of the Atlantic in south-
ern Maine, known for its hundreds of islands and pro-
tected anchorages. Portland lies on it.
case! |kas| »n. 1 an instance of a particular situation;
an example of something occurring: a case of mistaken
identity | in many cases, valid statistics are not availa-
.

® [usu. in sing] the situation affecting or relating to a
particular person or thing; one’s circumstances or
position: I'll make an exception in your case. ® an
incident or set of circumstances under police inves-
tigation: @ murder case.

2 an instance of a disease, or problem: 200,000 cases of

hepatitis B.

®a person suffering from a disease or injury: most
breast cancer cases were older women. Wthe Circum-
stances or particular problem of a person who re-
Quires or receives professional attention: the welfare
office discussed Gerald’s case W [with 2] informal a per-
son whose situation is regarded as pitiable or as hav-
ing no chance of improvement: Vicky was a very sad
case. Winforma), dated an amusing or eccentric person.

3 a legal action, esp. one to be decided in a court of

law: a libel case | a former employee brought the case

against the council.

™ a set of facts or arguments supporting one side in
such a legal action: the case for the defense. ™ a legal
action that has been decided and may be cited as a
precedent. M a set of facts or arguments supporting
one side of a debate or controversy: the case
against tobacco advertising,

4 Grammar any of the inflected forms of a noun, adjec-

tive, or pronoun that express the semantic relation of

the word to other words in the sentence: the accusative

case.

®such a relation whether indicated by inflection or
not: English normally expresses case by the use of prepo-
sitions.

~PHRASES as the case may be according to the cir-
cumstances (used when referring to two or more pos-
sible alternatives): the authorities will decide if they are
satisfied or not satisfied, as the case may be. be the case

See page xxxviii for the Key to Pronunciation
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recapitalize

ate again a5 a summary; recap

itulate:
the story so far | [intrans.) 7o recap, ar ,],",’::g Zf

northern thirg of
.

irg keep| a summary of what has been saj
';‘itlulradaf': a quick recap of the ide, seid

rans] St
:;‘:%fﬂ GulfWar, he lost control of the

e ; a reca-
@ and its main adyqy..
?ﬁ'am 1950s: abbkrt;iation.

4 e'kapatl,iz| v, [y i
e.cap"'m’f e |r tl, [trans] provide
vt iness) with more capital, esp. by replacing deg
with stock.
_DERIVATIVES rescapeistaleiszastion Ir& kaepagl-o

\gaston| N
re?:.pll'u-lale l‘réka'picl:la,lﬁtl .
rize and state again the main points of
Capirulate hs argument with care.
m Biology repeat (an evolutionary or other Pprocess) dur-
ing development and growth.
-DERIVATIVES rescaspiteuslastosry |15 t5rz | adj.
_ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from late Latin recapirular-
‘gone through heading by heading,” from re- ‘again’ +
capirulum ‘chapter” (diminutive of capur ‘head’).
rescaspiteurlaction | reks,picha'laston | »n. an act or
instance of summarizing and restating the main points
of something: his recapitulation of the argument,
wBiology the repetition of an evolutionary or other
process during development or growth. m Mysic 5
part of a2 movement (esp. one in sonata form) in
which themes from the exposition are restated.
rescaspiteuelaction thesoery »n. another term for sio-
GENETIC LAW.
reecapetion |ré'kepsHan| »n. Law the action of taking
back, without legal process, property of one’s own that
has been wrongfully taken or withheld.
-oRIGIN mid 18th cent.: from Anglo-Latin
vecapto(n-), from re-‘back’ + Latin caprio(n-) ‘taking,
rescapeture |r&'keepCHar| bv. [trans] capture (a person
or animal that has escaped): armed police have recap-
tured a prisoner who’s been on the run for five days.
recover (something previously captured by an en-
emy): Edward I recaptured the castle. W regain (some-
thing that has been lost): Democrats might recaprure
both the House and the Senate. W recreate or experi-
ence again (a past time, event, or feeling): the pro-
grams give viewers a chance to recapture their ouwn
childhoods.
»n. [in sing] an act of recapturing.
rescast [r&'kast| »v. (past and past part. recast) [trans.]
1 give (a metal object) a different form by melting it
down and reshaping it.
Wpresent or organize in a different form or style: his
doctoral thesis has been recast for the general reader.
2allocate the parts in (a play or film) to different ac-
tors: there were moves to recast the play.
recd »abbr. received.
reecede |ri'sed| »v. [intrans.] go or move back or further
away from a previous position: he flood waters had re-
ceded | his footsteps receded down the corridor.
® (of a quality, feeling, or possibility) gradually dimin-
ish: the prospects of an early end to the war receded.
¥ (of a man’s hair) cease to grow at the temples and
above the forehead: his dark hair was was receding a
e | [as adj] (receding) a receding hairline. M (of a
man) begin to go bald in such a way: Fred was reced-
ing a bir. W [usu. as adj] (receding) (of a facial fea-
ture) slope backward: a slightly receding chin. ™ (re-
cede from) archaic withdraw from (an ki

[ans] summa-
f: he began o re-

1421

recessional

™ take delivery of (something sent or communicated):
he received fifty inquiries after advertising the job. W buy
or accept goods in the knowledge that they have
been stolen: a man convicted of receiving stolen prop-
erty. W detect or pick up (broadcast signals): Turkish
television began to be received in Tashkent. W form (an
idea or impression) as a result of perception or expe-
rience: the impression she received was one of unhurried
leisure. ® (in tennis and similar games) be the player
to whom the server serves (the ball).  (in Christian
services) eat or drink (the istic bread or

which the plug of an electrical device may be insert-
d

ed.

2 Botany an enlarged area at the apex of a stem that

bears the organs of a flower or the florets of a flower-

head. )

Wa structure supporting the sexual organs in some
algae, mosses, and liverworts. .

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin receptacu-
lum, from receptare ‘receive back,” frequentative of
recipere (see RECEIVE).

|ri'sepstan | »n. 1 the action or process of

wine): he received Communion and left. W consent to
formally hear (an oath or confession): /e failed to find
a magistrate 10 receive his oath. W serve as a receptacle
for: the basin that recetves your blood.

2 suffer, experience, or be subject to (specified treat-

menv): the event received wide press coverage | he received

an eight-year prison sentence | she received only cuts and
bruises.

® [with obj. and adverbial] (usu. be received) respond
to (something) in a specified way: her first poem was
not well received. M meet with (a specified response or
reaction): the rulings have received widespread accept-
ance. W [as adj] (received) widely accepted as au-
thoritative or true: the myths and received wisdom
about the country’s past. Mmmeet and have to with-
stand: the landward slopes receive the full force of the
wind.

3 greet or welcome (a visitor) formally: representatives

of the club will be received by the Mayor.

W be visited by: she was not allowed to receive visitors.
™ admit as a member: hundreds of converts were re-
ceived into the Church.  provide space or accom-
modations for: three lines are reserved for special vehi-
cles, and the remaining lines receive the general rolling
stock.

~PHRASES be at (or on) the receiving end be the per-
son to whom a telephone call is made. ® informal be sub-
jected to something unpleasant: she found herself on the
receiving end of a good deal of reasing,

-ORIGIN Middle English: from Anglo-Norman
French receivre, based on Latin recipere, from re- ‘back’
+ capere ‘take.

resceived proenunscieastion (also received stand-
ard) »n. the standard form of British English pronun-
ciation, based on educated speech in southern Eng-
land, widely accepted as a standard elsewhere.

resceiveer |ri'sevar| »n. 1 the part of a telephone ap-
paratus contained in the earpiece, in which electrical
signals are converted into sounds.

®a complete telephone handset: /e picked up the re-
ceiver. M a piece of radio or television apparatus that
detects broadcast signals and converts them into
visible or audible form: a satellite receiver.

2 a person who gets or accepts something that has

been sent or given to them: the receiver of a gift.

™ (in tennis and similar games) the player to whom
the ball is served to begin play. ® Football a player who
is eligible to catch a pass. M a person who buys or ac-
cepts stolen goods in the knowledge that they have
been stolen.

3 a person or company appointed by a court to man-

age the financial affairs of a business or person that

‘has gone bankrupt: the company is in the hands of the re-

ceivers.

4 Chemistry a container for collecting the products of
istillati or other process.

Promise, or agreement).
~ORIGIN late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘depart from (a
usual state or standard)’): from Latin recedere, from re-
*back’ + cedere ‘go.
Teecelpt |ri'set| »n, 1 the action of receiving some-
g or the fact of its being received: I would be grate-
Jufyou would acknowledge receipt of this etrer | this of-
feealready in receipt of your midterm grades.

5 the part of a firearm that houses the action and to
which the barrel and other parts are attached.

resceiveersship |ri'sevar,sip| »n. the state of being
dealt with by an official receiver: the company went
into receivership last week.

resceiveing line »n. a collection of people who gather
in a row to greet guests as they arrive at a formal social
event.

|ri'sencHan| »n. a revised edition of a

"a written or printed that
something has been paid for or that goods have been
Teceived. m (receipts) an amount of money re_cewed
during a particular period by an organization or
business: bos-office receips.

o anhaic a recipe, . .

- [t05) [usu. as agj] (receipted) mark (a bill) as paid:

e receiptg ogel bl
Write a receipt for (goods or money): all fish shall be
"ecepted at time of purchase.

RIGIN late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman
focnch receie, from medieval Latin recepta ‘received;
inger . Past participle of Latin recipere. The -p- was
Tescglosn imitation of the Latin spelling.

Mgy 2tDIe | ri'sevabal | »adj. able to be received.

& " (receivables) amounts owed to a business, re-

re.neiv:S assets. . -

Orpaig I5i'sev| », [irans] 1 be given, presented with,

| she (Something): most businesses will receive a tax cut

her prize from the manager.

-0

*he receiveq

| .

text; an act of making a revised edition of a text.
-ORIGIN mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘survey, re-
view’): from Latin recensio(n-), from recensere ‘revise,’
from re- ‘again’ + censere ‘to review.
rescent |'resant| »adj. 1 having happened, begun, or
been done not long ago or not long before; belonging
to a past period of time comparatively close to the
present: his recent visit to Britain | a recent edition of the
newspaper.
2 (Recent) Geology another term for HOLOCENE.
»n, (the Recent) Geology the Holocene epoch.
—~DERIVATIVES rescenscy n; rescentely adv; rescente
nessn. .
~ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense ‘fresh’):
from Latin recens, recent- or French récent,
rescepetascle |ri'septikal| »n. 1 an object or space
used to contain something: trash recepracles. .
 chiefly Zoology an organ or structure that receives a se-
cretion, eggs, Sperm, etc. M an electrical outlet into

recciving something sent, given, or inflicted: the recep-

tion of impulses from other neurons | the reception of the

sacrament.

W the way in which a person or group of people reacts
to someone or something: the proposal continued to
get a lukewarm reception onWall Street. W the receiving
of broadcast signals: a microchip that will allow par-
ents 0 block reception of violent programs. W the quality
of this: I had to put up with poor radio reception,  the
action of admitting someone to a place, group, or in-
stitution or the process of being admitted: their re-
ception into the Church. W the formal or ceremonious
welcoming of a guest: his reception by the Prime Min-
ister. W Football an act of catching a pass.

2 a formal social occasion held to welcome someone

or to celebrate a particular event: a wedding reception.

3 the area in a hotel, office, or other establishment

where guests and visitors are greeted and dealt with:

[as ad] the reception desk.

~ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French, or
from Latin receptio(n-), from the verb recipere (see RE=

CEIVE).

P i i . a person loyed
in an office or other establishment to greet and deal
with clients and visitors.

rescepetion room »n. a room in a hotel or other build-
ing used for functions such as parties and meetings.
rescepetive |ri'septiv| »adj. able or willing to receive
something, esp. signals or stimuli.
® willing to consider or accept new suggestions and
ideas: a receptive audience | the institution was recep-
tive to new ideas. ® (of a female animal) ready to
mate.
~DERIVATIVES rescepetivesly adv; rescepetivesness
n; rescepetiveisty | & sep'tvate| n.
rescepetor |ri'septar| »n. Physiology an organ or cell able
to respond to light, heat, or other external stimulus
and transmit a signal to a sensory nerve.
™ a region of tissue, or a molecule in a cell membrane,
that responds specil i
‘mitter, hormone, antigen, or other substance.
~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: coined in German from
Latin receptor, from recept- ‘taken back,’ from the verb
recipere (see RECEIVE).
rescess |'reses; ri'ses| »n. 1 a small space created by
building part of a wall further back from the rest: a za-
ble set into a recess.
®a hollow space inside something: ke concrete block
has a recess in its base. ™ (usu. recesses) a remote,
secluded, or secret place: the recesses of the silent pine
Jorest | fiqurative the dark recesses of his soul.
2 a period of time when the proceedings of a parlia-
ment, committee, court of law, or other official body
are temporarily suspended: talks resumed after a
month’s recess | the Senate was in recess.
®a break between school classes: the mid-morning re-

»v.1 [trans] [often as adj] (recessed) attach (a fitment)
by setting it back into the wall or surface to which it is
fixed: recessed ceiling lights.

2 [intrans.] (of formal proceedings) be temporarily sus-

pended: the talks recessed at 2:15.

® [trans)) suspend (such proceedings) temporarily.
 (of an official body) suspend its proceedings for a
period of time.

—-ORIGIN mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘withdrawal, de-
parture’): from Latin recessus, from recedere ‘go back’
(see RECEDE). The verb dates from the early 19th cent.

rescesesion |ri'sestan| »n. 1 a period of temporary
economic decline during which trade and industrial
activity are reduced, generally identified by a fall in
GDP in two successive quarters.

2 chiefly Astronomy the action of receding; motion away
from an observer.

~DERIVATIVES rescesssionsarsy |- nerg| adj.

~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin recessio(-), from
recess- ‘gone back, from the verb recedere (see RE-
CEDE).

rescesesioneal |ri'sestanl; ri'sestnal | »ad]. of or relat-
ing to an economic recession: recessional times.
® chiefly Astronomy relating to or denoting motion away

from the observer. M Geology (of a moraine or other

See page xxxviii for the Key to Pronunciation
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remittance

ance |rimitns| »n. 2 sum of money sent, esp.
in payment for goods or services or as a gift,
{ sending money in such a way,

reemitt
oy mal 2 P
""“.’,fnce man »n. chiefly historcal an emigrant sup-
orted Of assisted by payments of money from home.
P etent |'mitt| »ad). (of a fever) characterized
re* fluctuating body temperatures.
by G1n late 17th cent.: from Latin remiteent- ‘send-
-0 back,’ from the verb remittere (see REMIT),
78 v | re'mikss 're-| [ans.] mix (something) again.
duce a different version of (a musical recording)
tering the balance of the separate tracks,
o |'remiks| 2 different version of a musical recording
" oduced in such a way.
_DERIVATIVES resmixeer n. .
romenant |‘remnant| »1. a small remaining quantity
of something. :
wa piece of cloth or carpeting left Whe_n.Lhe greater
+ has been used or sold. Wa surviving trace: g
D nant of the past.  Christian Theology a small mi-
notity ofpeople who will remain faithful to God and
%o be saved (in allusion to biblical prophecies con-
cerning IsraeD..
1, [eib] remaining: remnant strands of hair.
_oRrIGIN Middle English: contraction of obsolete re-
enant; from OId French, from remenoir, remanoir ‘re-

ain.’
lgmod.ﬂ |r&'madl| »v. (remodeled, remodeling;
pit. remodelled, remodelll_ng) [trans.] change the
sructure or form of (something, esp. a building, pol-
icy, of procedure): the station was remodeled and en-
larged in 1927. .
u fashion or shape (a figure or object) again or differ-
ently: she remodeled the head with carefi fingers.
reemodeeleer |r&'madl-ar| »n. a person who carries
out structural alterations to an existing building, such
as adding a new room.
resmold [re'mold | (Brit. remould) »v. [trans.] change or
refashion the appearance, structure, or character of:
did the welfare state remold capitalism to give it a more hu-
‘man face?
resmonvestize |r&'mina,tiz| »v. [trans.] rare restore (a
metal) to its former position as legal tender.
-DERIVATIVES resmoneestiszastion |ré minats
‘zasuan| n.
reemonestrance |ri'ménstrans| »n. a forcefully re-
proachful protest: angry remonstrances in the Senate |
he shut his ears to any remonstrance.
u(the Remonstrance) a document drawn up in
1610 by the Arminians of the Dutch Reformed
Church, presenting the differences between their
doctrines and those of the strict Calvinists.
=ORIGIN late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘evidence’):
from Old French, or from medieval Latin remonstran-
tia, from remonstrare ‘demonstrate, show’ (see REMON~

STRATE).

Re*monsstrant |ri'minstrant| »n. a member of the
inian party in the Dutch Reformed Church.
-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin remon-

strant- ing’ (see also
remonsstrate |ri'min,strat; ‘reman-| »v. [intrans]
make a forcefully reproachful protest: ke turned angri-
b 10 remonstrate with Tommy | [with direct speech]
“Youdon’t mean that,” she remonstrated.
“DERIVATIVES resmonestrastion |ri,mén'strasHan;
feman-| n; resmonestrastive |-strativ| adj; resmone
strastor |- stragar| n.
“ORIGIN late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make plain’):
om medieval Latin remonstrat- ‘demonstrated,’ from
the verb remonstrare, from re- (expressing intensive
force) + monstrare ‘to show.” .
femonstant |ri'mantnt| »adj. (of a plant) blooming or
,:md“c‘“ga crop more than once a season.
-3 remontant plant.
-it;xmm late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘com-
reroh 38210, from the verb remonter. .
o 78 |'remars; ri'méro| »n. a slender marine fish
op anaches tself to large fish by means of a sucker
21D of its head. It generally feeds on the host’s ex-

;f;:’lspa{asites. Also called SHARKSUCKER,SUCKER=

- See illustration at SHARKSUCKER. )
h:?y Echencidae: several genera and species, in particu~
RS Widespread Remora remora. ) N
SIGIN mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hin-
fv::nn“’ from re- *back’ + mora ‘delay’ (because of the
teo belifthat the fish slowed down ships)-
ngscB Iri'mérs| »n, deep regret or guilt fu;":
Shamg, Ommitted: they were filled with remorse
D
‘";MVATWES resmorsesful |-fol| adj; resmorses
Y I-Ble| gy

~0

m:.‘,lGEKN late Middle English: from Old French re-

mnrd’m?\?‘ m;ﬂi:val Latin remorsus, from 1;:‘;)':
<X, from re- ing intensive fo!

MOrdey, o bire? m re- (expressing int

A
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resmorsesless |ri'morslos| »ad]. without regret or
guilt: a remorseless killer. .
® (of something unpleasant) never ending or improv-
ing; relentless: remorseless poverty.
~DERIVATIVES resmorseslessely adv; resmorse
lesseness n.
resmortegage |ré'mérgij| »v. [trans] take out another
or a different kind of mortgage on (a property).
»n. a different or additional mortgage.
resmote |ri'mot| »adj. (remoter, remotest) 1 (of a
place) far away; distant: I chosen a spot that looked as
vemote from any road as possible.
® (of a place) situated far from the main centers of
population in a country: a remote Oregon valley. ® (of
an electronic device) operating or operated by
means of radio o infrared signals, W distant in time:
a golden age in the remote past. W distantly related: a
remote cousin. W having very little connection with or

—-DERIVATIVES resmoveacbilsisty |ri,moova'bilate|
n.; resmoveasble adj; resmoveer n.

_ORIGIN Middle English (as a verb): from the Old
French stem remov-, from Latin removere, from re-
“back’ + movere ‘to move.’ )

REM sleep |rem| »n. a kind of sleep that occurs at in-
tervals during the night and is characterized by rapid
eye movements, more dreaming and bodily move-
‘ment, and faster pulse and breathing. .

resmuage |,rema'wizH | »n. the periodic turning or
shaking of bottled wine, esp. champagne, to move sed-
iment toward the cork.

_ORIGIN French, literally ‘moving around.”

resmueda |ri'm(y)60ds| »n. a herd of horses that have
been saddle-broken, from which ranch hands choose
their mounts for the day.

—ORIGIN late 19th cent.: via American Spanish from
Spanish, literally ‘exchange, replacement.”

relationship to: the theory seems rather and
remote from everyday experience. W (of a person)
aloof and unfriendly in manner: this morning Maria
again seemed remote and patronizing. ™ Computing de-
noting a device that can only be accessed by means
of a network. Compare with LOCAL.

2 (of a chance or possibility) unlikely to occur: chances

of a genuine and lasting peace become even more remote.

»n. a remote control device.

~DERIVATIVES resmoteeness n.

-ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense ‘far
apart’): from Latin remotus ‘removed,’ past participle
of removere (see REMOVE).

resmote conetrol »n. control of a machine or appa-

s rat| »v. [trans] pay (some-
one) for services rendered or work done: they should be
remunerated fairly for their work.

-DERIVATIVES resmuenersastive |-rativ; -,rativ| adj.

—ORIGIN early 16th cent.: from Latin remunerat- ‘re-
warded, ) from the verb i, from
re- (expressing intensive force) + munus, muner- ‘gift.

resmuenereastion |ri,mycona'rastan| »n. money paid
for work or a service.

Reemus |'rémas| Roman Mythology the twin brother of
Romulus.

REN »abbr. ringer equivalent number, a measure of the
load a device will place on a telephone line. The max-
imum REN allowed on a single line is usually limited

ratus from a distance by means of signals i

from a radio or electronic device.

® (also remote controller) a device that controls an
apparatus, esp. a television or VCR, in such a way.

~DERIVATIVES resmote-controlled adj.

resmoteely |ri'motig| »adv. 1 from a distance; without
physical contact: new electronic meters that can be read
remotely | a new type of remotely controlled torpedo.

2 [as subtfiodifier] [usu. with negative] in the slightest de-

gree: he had never been remotely jealous.

resmote senseing »n. the scanning of the earth by sat-
ellite or high-flying aircraft in order to obtain informa-
tion about it.

réemourlade |,rama'lid| (also remoulade) »n. salad
or seafood dressing made with hard-boiled egg yolks,
oil, and vinegar, and flavored with mustard, capers,
and herbs.

—~ORIGIN French from Italian remolaza.

resmould |r&'mdld| »v. British spelling of REMOLD.

W Biit. put a new tread on (a worn tire).

»n. Biit. a tire that has been given a new tread.
resmount »v. |r&'mownt; 'ré-| [trans] mount (some-
thing) again, in particular:

m get on (something) in order to ride it again: she went
to remount her horse | [intrans.] Sandy remounted and
rode through the gates. W attach to a new frame or set-

i )

by

Renraisssance |'rens,sins; -,zdns| the revival of art
and literature under the influence of classical models
in the 14th-16th centuries.

u the culture and style of art and architecture devel-
oped during this era. ® [as n.] (a renaissance) a re-
vival of or renewed interest in something: rail travel
is enjoying a renaissance.

The Renaissance is generally regarded as beginning

in Florence, where there was a revival of interest in

classical antiquity. Important early figures are the
writers Petrarch, Dante, and Boccaccio and the
painter Giotto. Music flourished, from madrigals to
the polyphonic masses of Palestrina, with a wide vari-
ety of instruments such as viols and lutes. The period
from the end of the 15th century has become known
as the High Renaissance, when Venice and Rome be-
gan to share Florence’s importance and Raphael,

Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo were active.

Renaissance thinking spread to the rest of Europe

from the early 16th century and was influential for

the next hundred years.

~ORIGIN from French renaissance, from re- ‘back,
again’ + naissance ‘birth’ (from Latin nascentia, from

nasci ‘be born’)

ting: remount the best photos in glass-frc moun
m produce (a play or exhibition) again. ® organize
and embark on (a significant course of action)
again: the raid was remounted in August.
»n. | 're,mownt| a fresh horse for a rider.
w historical a supply of fresh horses for a regiment.
reemoveal [ri'm6oval| »n. the action of removing
someone or something, in particular:

m the taking away of something unwanted: the removal
of the brain tumor. W the abolition of something: the
removal of all legal barriers to the free movement of
goods. W the dismissal of someone from a job or of-
fice.  [usu. as adj) chiefly Biit. the transfer of furniture
and other contents when moving from one house to
another: removal men.

resmove |ri'moov| »v. [trans] take away (something
unwanted or unnecessary) from the position it occu-
pies: she sat down to remove her makeup.

 take (something) from a place in order to take it to
another location: customs officials also removed doc-
uments from the premises. W eliminate or get rid of
(someone or something): iron is sometimes found in
water as ferric hydroxide, which can be removed by filtra~
rion, W take off (clothing): e sat down on the ground
and quickly removed his shoes and socks. @ abolish: the
yeturn to real prices as subsidies are removed. W dismiss
from a job or office: a judge was removed from office
in 1988 for a number of lapses from proper judicial stan-
dards. W [intrans] (remove to) dated change one’s
home or place of residence by moving to (another
place or area): e removed to Mexico and began afresh.
m (be removed) be very different from: an explana-
tion that is far removed from the truth. W [as ad]] (re-
moved) separated by a particular number of steps of
descent: hs second cousin once removed.

man (or woman) »n. a person with
many talents or interests, esp. in the humanities.

reenal |'renl | »ad]. technical of or relating to the kidneys:
renal failure.

~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from French rénal, from late
Latin renalis, from Latin renes ‘kidneys.”

reenal calecuelus »n. another term for KIDNEY STONE.

reenal pelsvis »n. see PELVIS (sense 2).

reenal tusbule »n. another term for KIDNEY TUBULE.

resname |r&'nam; 're-| »v. [with obj. and complement]
give a new name to (someone or something): after in-
dependence Celebes was renamed Sulawesi.

resnasecence |ri'nzsons; -'nasans| »n. formal the re-
vival of something that has been dormant: the renas-
cence of poetry as an oral art.
® another term for RENAISSANCE.

resnasecent |ri'nzsant; -'nasant| »adj. becoming ac-
tive or popular again: renascent fascism.

~ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Latin renascent- ‘being
born again,’ from the verb renasci, from re- ‘back
again’ + nasci ‘be born”

Renault! |ro'no|, Louis (1877-1944), French engi-
neer and automobile manufacturer. He and his broth-
ers established the Renault company in 1898.

Re*nault?, Mary (1905-83), British novelist; resident
in South Africa from 1948; pseudonym of Mary Chal-
lans. She wrote historical novels set in the ancient
world, notably a trilogy dealing with Alexander the
Great (1970-81).

rensconetre |riN'koNtr(a); ren'kintar| n. archaic vari-
ant spelling of RENCOUNTER.

=~ORIGIN early 17th cent.: French.

renecounster |ren'kowntar| archaic »n. a chance meet-
ing with someone.
® 3 batle, skirmish, or duel.

v, a degree of remo or at this re-
Tviove, the whole incident seems insane.
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sejant

mething using force: the seiz,
Zl;‘b,‘:f,;;,g | the Nazi seizurc of popy - * the Assem.
tion of confiscating or impounds:
# e sarrant of legal right. Pounding properry
23 sudden attack of llness, esp,
% bt the patient had a seizure
sesjant |'sgjont| vadl. [usu. postpositve]
animal) sitting upright.
_oRIGIN late 15th cent.: alteration of
variant of’ seant ‘sitting,’ from the verb g

a stroke or an epilep-

Heraldry (of an
0 Old French

oir, from Latin
"’1’"\ stm| (also Seym) »n. the
m |sam . the lower ho
S:\Jcm I Poland. use of parlja-

_ORIGIN Polish.

sekhemet | 'sekmet| Egyptian Mythology a ferocious
Jioness-goddess, counterpart of the gentle cat-goddess
Bastet and wife of Ptah at Memphis.

Sekt |zeke| »n. @ German sparkling white wine,

_ORIGIN German.

Seskul*oevich, Mladen, see MALDEN,

; selections,
sevlaschi coology »n. an elasmobranch
fish of a group that comprises the sharks and dogfish.

es.
“The former group Selachii, subclass Elasmobranchii: now
treated as one, two, or three superorders.

»ad]. of or relating to the selachians.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin Selachii
(from Greek selakhos ‘shark’) + -aN.

sevlardang |s2'ladédNG| »n. another term for GauR.

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Malay.

seslagei*nel*la |s lzjo'nels| »n. a creeping mosslike
plant of 2 genus that includes the lesser club mosses.
+Genus Selaginella, family Selaginellaceae.

-ORIGIN modern Latin, diminutive of Latin selago
‘club moss.’

seelah |'sela; 'sel-| »exclam. (in the Bible) occurring
frequently at the end of a verse in Psalms and Habak.
kuk, probably as a musical direction.

-ORIGIN from Hebrew selah.

Selecraig |'sel,krag| see SELKIRK.

seledom |'seldom| »adv. not often; rarely: Islay is sel-
dom visited by tourists | he was seldom absent | [in combi-
nalion] an old seldom-used church.

»ad. [2tib) dated not common; infrequent: a grear but sel-

~ORIGIN Old English seldan, of Germanic origin; re-
lated to Dutch zelden and German selzen, from a base
‘meaning ‘strange, wonderful”

sevlect [sa'lekt| »v. [trans] carefully choose as being
the best or most suitable: students must select their own
program | [with obj. and infinitive] ke has been selected to
take part | [intrans.] you can select from a range of qual-
ity products.

u [intrans] (select for/against) Biology (in terms of ev-

o) b s

1545

self-appointed

Seslecstion presesure »n. Biology an agent of differen-
tial mortality or fertility that tends to make a popula-
tion change genetically.

seslecstion rule »n. Physics a rule that describes
whether particular quantum transitions in an atom or
molecule are allowed or forbidden.

seslecstive |sa'lektiv| »ad]. relating to or involving the
Se!ec(icn of the most suitable or best qualified: the
mini-cow is the result of generations of selective breeding.
™ (of a person) tending to choose carefully: e is very

selective in his reading. W (of a process or agent) af-

fecting some things and not others: modern pesticides

are more selective in effect. W chiefly Electronics operating

at or responding to a particular frequency.
~DERIVATIVES seslecstivesly adv.

seslecstive atstenstion »n. Psychology the capacity for
Or process of reacting to certain stimuli selectively
when several occur simultaneously.

seslecstivesness |sa'lektivnis| »n. another term for
SELECTIVITY.

seslecetive serveice »n. service in the armed forces
under conscription.

seslecstiveisty |salek'tivite| »n. the quality of carefully

00sing someone or something as the best or most
suitable: provision is organized on the principle of selectiv-

i
®the property of affecting some things and not oth-

ers. W Electronics the ability of a device to respond to a
particular frequency without interference from oth-

ers.
seslecteman |sa'lektmon | »n. (pl. -men) a member of
the local government board of a New England town.
seslecstor |so'lekeor| »n. a person or thing that selects
something, in particular:
™ a device for selecting a particular gear or other set-
ting of a machine or device.
Sesleene |sa'lenz| Greek Mythology the goddess of the
moon who fell in love with Endymion.

serlesnic aceid |so'lenik; -'le-| »n. Chemistry a crys-
talline acid analogous to sulfuric acid, made by oxidiz-
ing some selenium compounds.
+Chem. formula: H,SeO,.

~DERIVATIVES selse*nate |'selo,nat| n.

seleeenite |'selo,nit| »n. a form of gypsum occurring
as transparent crystals or thin plates.

—~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek selé-

nités lithos ‘moonstone,’ from selénz ‘moon’ + lithos

“stone.’

sesleenieum |s3'lengam| »n. the chemical element of
atomic number 34, a gray crystalline nonmetal with

i i Se;

unique: by the end of the round he was back to his
old self | Paula seemed to be her usual cheerful self.
W one’s own interests or pleasure: to love in an unpos-
sessive way implies the total surrender of self.

»pron. (pl. selves) oneself, in particular: .
® [with adj] (one’s self) used ironically to refer in

specified glowing terms to oneself or someone else:
the only side worth supporting is your own sweet self.

»adj. [atiib] (of a trimming or cover) of the same mater-
ial and color as the rest of the item: a dress with self belt.

»v. [trans.) chiefly Botany self-pollinate; self-fertilize: [as ]
(selfing) the flowers never open and pollination is nor-
mally by selfing. ]

o [usu. as adj] (selfed) Genetics cause (an animal or
plant) to breed with or fertilize one of the same hy-
brid origin or strain: progeny were derived from selfed
crosses.

-ORIGIN Old English, of Germanic origin; related to
Dutch zelf and German selbe. Early use was emphatic,
expressing the sense “(I) myself,’ “(he) himself; etc.
‘The verb dates from the early 20th cent.

self- »comb. form of or directed toward oneself or itself:
self-hatred.

Wby one’s own efforts; by its own action: self-acting.
®on, in, for, or relating to oneself or itself: self-
adhesive.
It

(also_self: ) »n. the
action of completely surrendering oneself to a desire
or impulse.

-DERIVATIVES self-asbanedoned adj.

self-asbasesment »n. the belittling or humiliation of
oneself.

self-abenesgartion »n. the denial or abasement of
oneself: she turned the letter into a groveling form of self-
abnegation.

self-abesorpstion »n. 1 preoccupation with one’s own
emotions, interests, or situation.

2 Physics the absorption by a body of radiation which it
has itself emitted.

~DERIVATIVES self-abesorbed adj.

self-asbuse |2'bysos| »n. behavior that causes dam-
age or harm to oneself.

W use to refer to i

self-acecuesaction »n. the action of accusing oneself,
stemming from feelings of guilt.

~DERIVATIVES self-acecussastorry adj.

self-actsing »adj. archaic (of a machine or operation)
acting without external influence or control; auto-
mada

I

»n. the ization or fulfill-
ment of one’s talents and potentialities, esp. consid-
ered as a drive or need present in everyone.

self-adedressed »adj. (esp. of an envelope) bearing
one’s own address: enclose a self-addressed stamped en-

e |'sela,nid; -nid | n.
-ORIGIN early 19th cent odern Latin, from Greek
selénz ‘moon.” velope.
jeum cell»n. a ic device If-

olution) whether (a or or-

ganism) will survive: a phenotype can be selected

against. W use a mouse or keystrokes to mark (some-

thing) on a computer screen for a particular opera-
n.

tion,

vadi. (of a group of people or things) carefully chosen
from a larger number as being the best or most valua-
ble: ke joined his select team of young Intelligence opera-
tives,

¥ (of a place or group of people) only used by or con-
sisting of a wealthy or sophisticated elite; exclusive:
the opera was seen by a small and highly select audience.
“DERIVATIVES seslectsasble adj; seslectsness n. )
“ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from Latin select- ‘chosen,’
from the verb seligere, from se- ‘apart’ + legere ‘choose.
sevlect i 2 small legislati
apointed for a special purpose: [in tiles] the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.
Sevlectsee [s,lek'te| »n. a person who is selected.
* 2 conscripr,
Setlecrtion |saleksson| »n. 1 the action or fact of
carefully choosing someone or something as being the
Best or most suitable: such men decided the selection of
Candidates | they objected to his selection. .
"2 number of carefully chosen things: the publication
o @ selection of his poems. Wa range of things from
Which a choice may be made: the restaurant offers &
de selection of hot and cold dishes. W a horse or hors-
2 5 Upped as worth bets in a race or meeting. N
2 Bioogy a process in which environmental or gencti
besdences determine which types of organism thrive
Sect than others, regarded as a factor in evolution:
‘o“a]“’ NATURAL SELECTION. . io(n-).
onC N early 17th cent.: from Latin selectio(n”>
locilger sclect by separating off” (see SELECT):
ezt On*al |so'leksttonl | yad]. Linguistis denoting ot
Strycrg,  the process by which only certain WOrds ¢
in e 1 €20 occur naturally, normally, o correcty
“Dg;OREXt of other words.
ATIVES seslecstionealely adv.

w

[

a piece of selenium.

seleno- »comb. form of, relating to, or shaped like the
‘moon: selenography.

—-ORIGIN from Greek selénz ‘moon.”

seelesnoedont |so'lens,dént| »ad). Zoology (of molar
teeth) having crescent-shaped ridges on the grinding
surfaces, characteristic of the ruminants.
® (of an ungulate) having such teeth.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from SELENO- ‘moon-
shaped’ + Greek odous, odont- ‘tooth.”

seleeenogerasphy | selo'nigrofé| »n. the scientific
‘mapping of the moon; lunar geography.

-DERIVATIVES sel*esnogeraspher |-for| n; s
noegrapheic | selona'grefik| adj; seslesnosgrapheiecal
| selana'grefikal | ad.

seleeenol*oegy | selo'nalje| »n. the scientific study of
the moon.

-DERIVATIVES Selse*noleoegist |-jist| n.

Selves |'selos|, Monica (1973 ), US tennis player,
born in Yugoslavia. She was the youngest woman to
win a grand slam singles title (Erench Open 1990).
She went on to win there again and at the US Open in
1991 and 1992 and at the Australian Open 1991-93
and 1996. Stabbed on the court by a fan of Steffi Graf
in 1993, she returned to play in 1995.

Sesleurcid |s2'I(y)60sid | vadj. relating to or denoting a
dynasty ruling over Syria and a great part of western
Asia from 311 to 65 BC. Its capital was at Antioch,

»n. a member of this dynasty.

-ORIGIN from Seleucus Nicator (the name of the
founder, one of Alexander the Great’s generals) + -ip3,

self |self| »n. (pl. selves |selvz|) a person’s essential
being that distinguishes them from others, esp. con-
sidered as the object of introspection or reflexive ac-
tion: our alienation from our true selves | [in sing) guile
can be wrned against the self | language is an aspect of a
person’s sense of self. )

m [with adj] 2 person’s particular nature or personal-
ity; the qualities that make a person individual or

les

»ad]. coated with a sticky substance;
adhering without requiring moistening.
If-adejusteing »adj. (chiefly of
itself to meet varying requirements.
~DERIVATIVES self-ad*justment n.
If: i i »n. the irati

) adjusting

of oneself;

pride.

~DERIVATIVES self-admiring adj.
If- »n. the

A or promo-

tion of oneself or one’s interests: a positive step in

women’s self-advancement.
If i »n. the active ization of

oneself: he turned the group into a vehicle for self-

advertisement.

-DERIVATIVES self-advertiser n; self-advertising

adj.

self-adevoscascy »n. the action of representing one-
self or one’s views or interests.

self-afsfirmastion »n. the recognition and assertion
of the existence and value of one’s individual self.

self-agegranedizesment »n. the action or process of
promoting oneself as being powerful or important.

~DERIVATIVES self-agegranedizeing adj.

self-alsieneastion »n. the process of distancing oneself
from one’s own feelings or activities, such as may
occur in mental illness or as a symptom of emotional
distress.

self-asligneing »adj. (of a bearing or machine part) ca-
pable of aligning itself automatically.

self-asnaleyssis »n. the analysis of oneself, in particu-
lar one’s motives and character.

~DERIVATIVES self-ansaslyz+ing adj.

If- ishi »n. the ihilati

e or oblitera-
tion of self, esp. as a process of mystical contempla-

tion.

self-apepointeed »adj. [attrb] having assumed a posi-
tion or role without the endorsement of others: self-
appointed experts.
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separate school >
separate school

1554

is 1 L [Irans]
jare his interests. 2
;’;f) ‘make something form, or view

of agarose used as a gel in chromatogra-
phy, cl is, and other ion techniques.

it apart or by itself: the organ loft separating off the
unif

i —_ i

- E(’:;pavates) pings forming upits by themselves, in
particular: s of clothing, such s skitts, jackets, or
B indid O or wearing in different combinations.

of a

-reproduction system. ® portions into which a

::;:f’i;;rl;em, etc., can \:_g sorted aceording to parti-
cle size, mineral composition, or other criteria.

_PHRASES go ONe’s separate ways leave in a differ-
ent direction from someone with whom one has just
traveled or spentitime. @ end a romantic, professional,
or other relationship. separate but equal historical
racially segregated burt ostensibly ensuring equal op-
portunities o all races. Separate the men from the
boys see MAN. separate the sheep from the goats di-
vide people or things into superior and inferior
groups. [ORIGIN: with biblical allusion to Matt. 25:-
33.] separate the wheat from the chaff see CHAFFI.

-DERIVATIVES Sepeacratesly adv; ‘sepeasratesness n.

RIGIN late Middle English: from Latin separaz- dis-
joined, divided, from the verb separare, from se-

‘apart’ + parare ‘prepare.”

sepeasrate school »n, Canadian a school receiving stu-
dents from a particular religious group.

sepeasrastion |,sepa'rastan| »n. 1 the action or state
of moving or being moved apart: the damage that might
arise from the separation of parents and children,

W the state in which a husband and wife remain mar-
ried but live apart: legal grounds for divorce or separa-
tion | she and her husband have agreed 10 a trial sep~
aration. See also LEGAL SEPARATION (sense 1).

2 the division of something into constituent or distinct

elements: prose structured into short sentences with mean-

ingful separation into ‘paragraphs.

mthe process of distinguishing between two or more

ings: religion involved the separation of the sacred and
the profanc | the constitution imposed a clear separa~
tion between church and state. W the process of sort-
ing and then extracting or removing a specified sub-
stance for use or rejection. Wshort for COLOR
SEPARATION. M (also stereo separation) distinction
or difference between the signals carried by the two
channels of a stereophonic system. W Physics & Aeto-
nautics the generation of a turbulent boundary layer
between the surface of a body and a moving fluid, or
between two fluids moving at different speeds.
~PHRASES separation of powers an act of vesting the
legislative, executive, and judicial powers of govern-
ment in separate bodies.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: via Old French from
Latin separatio(n-), from separare ‘disjoin, divide® (see
SEPARATE).

sepeacrastion anxeisesty »n. Psychiatry anxiety pro-
voked in a young child by separation or the threat of
separation from its mother: an older baby may go
through periods of separation anxiety and call out for extra
reassurance that you are nearby.

*asractism |'sep(s)ra tizom| »n. the advocacy or

practice of separation of a certain group of people

from a larger body on the basis of ethnicity, religion,
or gender: Kurdish separatism.

sepeasrastist | 'sep(o)ratist| »n. a person who supports
the separation of a particular group of people from a
larger body on the basis of ethnicity, religion, or gen-

der: religious separatists.

ive |'sep(a)rativ| »adj. technical tending to

cause division into constituent or individual elements.

sepearsrastor |'seps,rator| »n. a machine or device that

separates something into its constituent or distinct el-
ements: a magnetic separator.

® something that keeps two or more things apart: most

sendmail daemons use commas as separators between

addresses.

sepd. »abbr. separated. §

Sepheaedex |'sefo,deks| »n. Biochemistry, trademark a
preparation of dextran used as a gel in chromatogra-
phy, is, and other sep

~ORIGIN 1950s: of unknown origin. e

Sespharedi |so'firde| »n. (pl. Sephardim |-'firdim;
- fir'dem|) a Jew of Spanish or Portuguese descent.
They retain their own distinctive dialect of Spanish
(Ladino), customs, and rituals, preserving .Baby]omar}
Jewish traditions rather than the Palestinian ones of

e im. Compare with 1
m any Jew of the Middf:e E§§t Trdl‘\{(olrgl;iAﬁlcm
~DERIVATIVES Seepharedic |-dik| ad}.
—gixcm modern Hebrew, from sépdrad, a country
mentioned in Obad. 20 and taken to be §pam. .
Sepheacrose | 'sef,rds; -,roz| »n. Biochemistry, lrademar

~ORIGIN 1960s: of unknown origin.
sesphiera [sa'firo| »n. (pl. sephiroth |-'fir,ot; -'fir,8s | )
(in cabalism) each of the ten attributes or emanations
sutrounding the Infinite and by means of which it re-
lates to the finite. They are represented as spheres on
the Tree of Life.
-ORIGIN from Hebrew sépirah.
sespi*a |'sepea| »n. a reddish-brown color associated
particularly with monochrome photographs of the
19th and early 20th centuries.
® a brown pigment prepared from a black fluid secret-
ed by cuttlefish, used in monochrome drawing and
in watercolors. W a drawing done with this igment.
™ a blackish fluid secreted by a cuttlefish as a defen-
sive screen,
»ad. of a reddish-brown color: old sepia photographs.
~ORIGIN late Middle English (denoting a cuttlefish):
via Latin from Greek sépia ‘cuttlefish. The current
senses date from the early 19th cent.
Se*poy |'sg,poi| »n. historical an Indian soldier serving
under British or other European orders.
® (in the Indian subcontinent) a police constable.
=ORIGIN from Urdu and Persian sipahi ‘soldier;’ from
sipah ‘army?
Sepoy Mustieny another term for INDiAN Mutiny.
sepepusku |'sepod kod; 53'p6oked| »n. another term
for HARA-KIRI.
~ORIGIN Japanese, from setsu ‘to cut’ + fuku ‘abdo-
men.
S€PS |seps| »n. an African lizard with a snakelike body
and very short or nonexistent legs.
*Genera Terradactylus, family Gerchosauridae: several
species, formerly regarded as skinks.
=ORIGIN mid 16th cent. (denoting a venomous ser-
pent described by classical authors): via Latin from
Greek sps, from the base of sépein ‘make rotten.”
sepssis |'sepsis| »n. Medicine the presence in tissues of
harmful bacteria and their toxins, typically through
infection of a wound.
-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek
sépsis, from sépein ‘make rotten.”
Sept. »abbr.  September. B Septuagint.
Sept [sept| »n. a clan, originally one in Ireland.
~ORIGIN early 16th cent.: probably an alteration of
SECT.
sept- »comb. form variant spelling of SEPTI- (as in sept-
centenary).
seprta |'septa| plural form of SEPTUM.
sepetage | 'septij| »n. excrement and other waste ma-
terial contained in or removed from a septic tank.
=ORIGIN 1970s: from SEPTIC, on the pattern of sewage.
sepetal |'septl| vad. relating to or acting as a partition,
in particular:
= Anatomy & Biology relating to a septum or septa.
sepetarsisum |sep'terzom| »n. (pl. septaria |-'terea|)
Geology a concretionary nodule, typically of ironstonc,
having radial cracks filled with calcite or another min-
eral.
-DERIVATIVES sepstareisan |-'tergon| adj.
—~ORIGIN late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin
septum ‘enclosure.”
sepetate |'sep,tat| »ad]. Anatomy & Biology having or par-
titioned by a septum or septa. "
~DERIVATIVES sepstastion |sep'tasHan| n.
septecensteneary | sep(t)sen'tenars; -'sentn,ere| »n.
(pl. -ies) the seven-hundredth anniversary of  signifi-
cant event.
»ad}. of or relating to a seven-hundredth anniversary.
Sepetemeber |sep'tembar| »n. the ninth month of the
year, in the northern hemi usually consid

septuplet

' . (pl. septennia

sepetensnisum |sep'tencom| »n. (P e

I-I‘chne=| or septenniums) rare a specified period of
seven years. . .

—OR[GYIN mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin
septem ‘seven’ + annus ‘year.’ .

seg;-tel |sep'tet]| (also se_pte_lte) »n. :h E:uup of seven
people playing music or singing together.
® a composition for such a group.

-ORIGIIEJ early 19th cent.: from German Septett, from
Latin seprem ‘seven.” I —

septi (all’so sept-) »comb. form seven; having seven: sep.
tivalent. —

~ORIGIN from Latin septem 3

sepstic |'septik| »adj. 1 (chiefly of a wound or a part of
the body) infected with bacteria. 5 .
2 [anrib]ydenoting a drainage system incorporating a
septic tank. 3

»n. a drainage system i

~DERIVATIVES sepeti

sep'tisité| n. . )

—zllmm early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek
séptikos, ‘rotten.’ ) ) .

seg-li-ceami-a | septi'sémea| (Brit. septicaemia) »n.
blood poisoning, esp. that caused by bacteria or their
toxins. i T

~DERIVATIVES Sepstiscesmic |- adj.

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek
séptikos + haima ‘blood.” . .
sepstic tank »n. a tank, typically underground, in
which sewage is collected and allow_eql to decompose
through bacterial activity before draining by means of

a soakaway.

orating a septic tank.
o;‘l’-ly |-ik(a)le| adv; sepetic

|sep'tilyan| »cardi . septill

or (with numeral) same) a thousand raised to the

cighth power (1024). )

™ dated, chiefly Brit. a million raised to the seventh power
(10,

~ORIGIN late 17th cent.: from French, from mx'llioln,
by substitution of the prefix septi- ‘seven’ (from Latin
septimus ‘seventh’) for the initial leners_.

sepetismal |'septamal| »adj. of or relating to the num-
ber seven.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Latin septimus ‘seventh’
(from septem ‘seven’) + -AL.

sepetime |'sep,tzm| »n. Fencing the seventh of eight
standard parrying positions.

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Latin septimus ‘seventh.

sepetievaclent | septo'valont| »adj. Chemistry another
term for HEPTAVALENT.

sepetoeria |sep'térea| »n. a fungus of a genus that in-
cludes many kinds that cause diseases in plants.
“Genus Seproria, subdivision Deuteromycotina,
 leaf spot disease caused by such a fungus.

~ORIGIN modern Latin, from Latin septum (see SEp-
TUM).

P g | jo'nergan| »n. a

person who is from 70 to 79 years old.

-ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from Latin septuagenarius
(based on sepruaginta ‘seventy’) + -AN.

Sepetusasgessisma | sepcHawa'jesama | (also Septu-
aggslma Sunday) »n. the Sunday before -Sexa-
gesima.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin,
(day),’ probably named by analogy with Q
IMA,

Sepstusasgint |'sepcHaws jint| »n. a Greek version of
the Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament), including the
g‘po;rgph;, ;n?e for Greek-speaking Jews in Egypt in
¢ 3rd and 2nd centuries BC and adopted by the ear]
Christian Churches, piechy fheiceny.

~ORIGIN m'i_d lﬁz‘h cent. (originally denoting the

‘seventieth
UINQUAGES-

the first month of autumn: sow the plants in early Sep-
tember | [as ad,] a warm September evening.

-ORIGIN late Old English, from Latin, from septem
‘seven’ (being originally the seventh month of the Ro-
man year). N

sepstesnarsieus | septa'nersss| »n. (pl. septenarii
|-'nere,i|) Prosody a Latin verse line of seven feet, esp.
a trochaic or jambic tetrameter catalectic, used only in
comedy. -

~ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Latin, from sepreni ‘in
sevens,’ from seprem ‘seven.’ )

sepetesnarsy |'septa,nerg| »adj. of, relating to, or di-
vided into seven.

»n. (pl. -ies) a group or set of seven, in particular:

W a period of seven years. @ Music the seven notes of the
diatonic scale. R
~ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin septenarius
(see SEPTENARIUS). N .
sepstenenical |sep'tengal| »radj. recurring every seven

years. . .
ulasting for or relating to a period of seven years.
-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from late l‘zun septennis
(from Latin septem ‘seven’ + annus ‘year’) + -AL.

| rom Latin sepiuaginta ‘sev-
enty,’ because of the tradition that it was produced,
under divine inspirati 5 by sev
working independently,
sepstum I'septam | »n. (pl. Septa |-ta|) chiefly Anatomy &
Biology a partition separating two chambers, such as
that between_ the nostrils or the chambers of the heart.
~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin seprum, from
sepire ‘enclose, from sepes ‘hedge.
sepetusple |'septapal; SeD't(y)60pal | rare »adj. [atirb]
consisting of seven parts or elements.
® consisting of seven times as much or a:
seven s many as
\:s:al. ® (of time in music) having seven bezli in
ar.
». [trans.] multiply (someth;; 3
iy thing) by seven;
~ORIGIN early 17th cenr, (as a verb); i
epupls, ﬁ;o]m Latin sopom “seyeqs ) O 14 Latn
sepetupslet |sep'toplit; sep't(; ¥
5 ¥)60-| »n. . septu-
Blets) cach of seven children bovn ar o i P
USic a group of seven (i
e of Fonp P Of ‘N Notes to be performed in the
~ORIGIN late 19th cent,:

SEPTUPLE), on the Ppattern

increase sev-

from Latin sepruplus (see
of words such as sripler.
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