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awe

120

cedes the object) o frittered away his inheri
adv GRADUALLY gradually until sorﬂ‘:zming cealsteasn (c; 193
x‘m longer noticed o The music gradually died away.
}(1). adv so As To SHOW CHANGE so that a perceptible
change from one thing to another occurs o g shift
away from heavier taxation 11. adv WITHOUT STOPPING
con}lnuou§1y and usually energetically over a
period qf time o hammering away in the garage 12,
adv, adj N ANOTHER PLACE not in a specific place or

phrase, although it is still strictly a noun phrase: We
had to wait quite a while. This use is fairly easy to
identify because while is qualified in some way, for
example quite a while or a long while.

awhirl /o wirl/ adj 1. in a dizzy state of excitement or
confusion o Her mind was awhirl with new ideas. 2.
moving round and round (/iterary) o red and golden
leaves awhirl in the autumn breeze

Ay
of television programmes, usually Withoys
warning or discussion (informal) o schemes lp“ﬂr
the axe 4. MUSICAL INSTRUMENT a rock guitar o :u,,g
saxophone (slang) m vt (axes, axing, axed) (ijan
1. TERMINATE SOMETHING to gr_ld something such M
service or series of television programmes, “s“ax a
without prior warning  or discussion (s :l}y
passive) o The show was qxed after only five epi o;eiy
2. FIRE SOMEBODY tO dismiss somebody from a)
especially abruptly 3. REDUCE SOMETHING nmnml'o:;

A

the place where usually is, at
home or at work o Il be away until Thursday. o
She works away from the office. 13. adv, adjINDISTANCE
ORTIME as measured in distance or time from here
(follows a measure or indication of distance or time)
© He works about 10 minutes away. o The mountains
are not far away. 14. adv, adj ON 0PPOSING TEAM'S GROUND
played on an opponent’s ground o Their next three
games will be played away. o Their away record has
been» very bad this season. 15. adj GOLF FARTHEST FROM
HOLE in golf, placed farthest from the hole [Old English
aweg < on weg ‘on (your) way']

awe /aw/ n 1. MIXTURE OF WONDER AND DREAD a feeling of
amazement and respect mixed with fear that is often
coupled with a feeling of personal insignificance or
powerlessness o Filled with awe, they gazed at the
ruins of the massive temple. o I was completely in
awe of her. 2. ABILITY TO INSPIRE DREAD the ability to
inspire dread or reverence (archaic) m vt (awes,
awing, awed) CAUSE AWE IN SOMEBODY to make somebody
feel awe (usually passive) o The visiting ambassadors
were awed by this display of military might. [13C.
< 0ld Norse agil

awe? /awi/, a-wee, ahwee, ah we pron Carib 1. same as
we 2. same as us’ pron (sense 1) 3. same as our [Mid-
20C. Contraction of ALL + WE]

aweary /s weeri/ adj feeling very tired (archaic' or
literary) o‘By my troth, Nerissa, my little body is
aweary of this great world!” (Shakespeare, The Mer-
chant of Venice; 1596)

aweather /s wéthar/ adv towards the windward side

aweful incorrect spelling of awful

aweigh /e way/ adj hanging clear of the bottom of a
body of water o Anchors aweigh!

awe-inspiring adj so impressive as to make a person
feel humble or slightly afraid

awesome /awssm/ adj 1. so impressive or over-
whelming as to inspire a strong feeling of ad-
miration or fear o the awesome destructive power of
a tornado 2. used as a general term of enthusiastic
approval (slang) o The second track on this CD is
totally awesome. —awesomely adv —awesomeness 17

awestruck /aw struk/, awestricken /-striken/ adj filled
with a feeling of awe

awful /awf'l/ adj 1. EXTREMELY BAD very bad or unpleasant
0 an awful smell 2. CAUSING SHOCK OR SADNESS extremely
shocking, saddening, or unpleasant o an aw/'ul_ac-
cident 3. ILL in poor health o I feel awful this morning.
4. VERY GREAT enormous in size, amount, number, or
extent (informal) o We spent an awful lot of money
on furniture. 5. AWE-NSPIRING ‘o impressive ‘as to
inspire awe (/iterary) M adv EXTREMELY to an extreme
degree or extent ( informal) o It’s awful hot this

adj 1. ing
and requiring great tact or skill to resolve © I
find myself in an awkward situation. 2. DIFFICULT OR
UNCOMFORTABLE T0 USE difficult to use because requiring

cut suchas OF services
tically o Most of the welfare provisions werei?
from the budget. [0ld English acs < Indo-Eumpean]g

n, usually a negative oneo J¢

the body to be moved into an table pos-
ition o I find the gear lever very awkward to use
when I move the seat forward. 3. PERFORMED GRACELESSLY
performed in a way that lacks grace and looks
uncomfortable o walked with an awkward gait 4.
WITHOUT GRACEFUL COORDINATION lacking physical co-
ordination and grace o an awkward, gangling ado-
lescent 5. SHYLY UNCOMFORTABLE shy, uncomfortable, and
embarrassed o He was always awkward around
kids. 6. showing no willi to co-
operate or be reasonable o I think she’s being de-
liberately awkward. [Mid-16C. < obsolete awk ‘turned
the wrong way' (< Old Norse afugr ‘turned backwards’) +
-waro] —awkwardly adv —awkwardness n

awl

awl /awl/ n a tool consisting of a handle and a slim
" metal shaft with a sharp point, used for boring
small holes in leather or wood [Old English /, ori-

gin?]
SPELLCHECK See all.

awn /awn/ n a stiff bristle projecting from the tip of a
plant organ such as the sheath surrounding a cereal
or grass seed [12C. < Old Norse agn- ‘chaff’] —awned
adj L

awning /awning/ n a plastic, canvas, or metal roof
supported by a frame and often foldable, placed
over a shop front, doorway, window, or the side of
a caravan [Early 17C. Origin 7]

awoke past tense of awake

awoken past participle of awake

AWOL /2y wol/ adj absent from a post, especially a
military post, without official permission [< a(bsent)
wlith)o(ut) l(eave)]

/o wéllowa/, Obafemi (1909-87) Nigerian

morning. [13C. < AWe'] n

USAGE The most common use of awfulin current English
has nothing to do-with inspiring awe, but has thg gen-
eralized meaning ‘very bad or unpleasant’, as in trge
example The weather has been awful, and in certain
common phrases, for example an awful shame apd an
awful cheat, in which awful intensifies the meaning of
the word it accompanies (here, shame and ch_eat). Th!s
use of awful is deep-rooted in idiomatic English and is
normally unexceptionable, but it is better to avoid it in
more formal contexts.

awfully /awili, -fali/ adv 1. to an extremely great
degree o I'm awfully grateful to you for helping me
out. 2. in a very bad or unpleasant way © treated
them awfully ' ,
awhile /o wil/ adv for a short time

USAGE awhile or a while? Both expressions are derived
from the word while, but they have a different role in
the sentence. Awhile is an adverb: Let us wait awhile
[not for awhilel. A while — written as two words - is a
noun phrase and is normally preceded by for: I'm going
to be away for a while. Sometimes, however, the word
foris left out, making a while look more like an adverbial

Yoruba chief and political leader. He became leader
of the opposition in the Nigerian federal parliament
(1960-62) and was imprisoned until the coup of 1966.

¢In honest hands, literacy is the surest and
the most effective means to true education.
In dishonest hands, it may be a most dan-
gerous, in fact a suicidal, acquisition.”
[Obafemi Awolowo, Voice of Reason: Se-
lected Speeches of Chief Obafemi Awolowo
(1981), vol. 2]

awry /a ri/ adj 1. not in the proper position, but turned
or twisted to one side o The cushions were awry and
there was mud on the carpet. 2. not in Keeping with
plans or expectations o Our plans have gone awry.
[14C. < on wry ‘in a twist']

ax n, vt US spelling of axe

axe /aks/ n 1. TOOL FOR CUTTING a tool consisting of a flat
heavy metal head with a sharpened edge attached
to a long handle, used to chop wood or fell trees 2.
108 LOSS an abrupt dismissal from a job (informal) o
Her secretary got the axe yesterday. 3. TERMINATION the
termination of something such as a service or series

have an axe to grind to be motivated by some Dersong
d

from their hostile questioning that certain Teporter

‘had an axe to grind on this i.ss_ue.

axel /4ks'l/ n a figure-skating jump in which g,
skater takes off from the forward outside edge of
one skate, turns in midair, and lands on the
outside edge of the other skate [Mid-20C. After el
Rudolph Paulser (1885-1938), Norwegian skater]

axeman /aksman, -man/ (plural -men /-man, -men) ,
1. a man who carries or uses an axe either as a tog]
or a weapon 2. a rock guitarist or jazz saxophop
player (slang)

axenic /ay zeenik/ adj describes a culture of an or.
ganism that is free from contamination by other
living organisms [Mid-20C. < Greek a- not’ + xenikes
‘alien, strange’]

axes sci, poL plural of axis!

axial /4ksi o/ adj 1. MATHS OF AXIS relating to or forming
an axis 2. CRYSTALS LOCATED ALONG PLANE OF AXIS located
on or in the plane of an axis of a crystal 3. avat ot
AXIS OF ORGANISM relating to or located in the axis of
an organism —axially adv

axial plane n a plane that intersects the crest or
trough of a geological fold in such a way that the
sides of the fold are symmetrical about the plane

axial skeleton n the bones that make up the ver-
tebral column and s!

axil /aksil/ n the space between a leaf or branch and
the stem to which it is attached [Late 18C. < Latin
axilla (see AXILLA)]

axilla /ak silla/ (plural -lae /-llee/) n 1. a person's
armpit (technical) 2. the hollow underneath the
wing of a bird [Early 17C. < Latin, 'little wing’ < ala ‘wing,
upper arm’]

axillar /ak sillar/ n a feather growing from the hollow
(axilla) under a bird’s wing

axillary /ak sillari/ adj 1. ANAT relating to or near the
armpit 2. BOT relating to or growing in the space
(axil) between a leaf or branch and the stem ¥ 7
(plural -ies) BIRDS same as axillar

axinite /ksi nit/ o a brilliant brown borosilicat?
mineral containing calcium and aluminium, o
curring in wedge-shaped crystals [Early 19C. < Greek
axing ‘axe’] =

axiology /aksi 6llaji/ n the study of the natire, tyPes
and governing criteria of values and value judeg:
ments [Early 20C. < French axiologie < Greek "’I‘l’a
value'] —axiological /3ksi 3 I6jjik'l/ adj —axiologic® ly
adv—axiologist n

axiom /aksi am/ n 1. a statement or idea that P”P!z
accept as self-evidently true 2. MATHS, LOGIC 2 bas;s
proposition of a system that, although unprOVQT:'m
used to prove the other propositions in the SVSY:W
[15C. Directly or via French < Latin axioma < Greek axi
‘something worthy’ < axios ‘weighty, worthy']

axiomatic /aksi o mattik/ adj 1. self-evidently truem"é
universally accepted as being true 2. MATHS, lmk
consisting of or based on axioms [Late 18C- < ‘G||Iy
a);‘dmatikak stem of axioma (see AXIOM)] _—axiomatic
aav *

axis® /aksiss/ (plural axes /ak seezl) n 1. MATHS !"':
AROUND WHICH OBIECT ROTATES an imaginary straight l“'Z
around which an object such as Earth rotates nt
MATHS LINE AROUND WHICH SHAPE IS SYMMETRICAL  SIT21E
line around which a geometric figure O '
dimensional object is symmetrical 3. MATHS LIN 5]
MEASURING COORDINATES one of two or more 1i¢® )
which coordinates are measured. Often 012 ﬁ:‘ e
two axes form its left and lower margins-
an alliance or association between tW0
people, organizations, or countries that 1S

or mor¢
thought

o
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axis
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Azapo

of as grming a centre of power or influence o the
Paris-Bonm GXis 5. AVIAT UNE DEFINING DIRECTION of ArRGRAFT
one of the three mutual
aircraft that define its

its atoms [14C. < Latin, ‘axle, pivot']

segei
axis /;ksls_sl N1200L same as axis deer [Early 17C. < Latin,
an unidentified wild animal in S Asia) '
AXis /éksiss/ n the military and politi i
political alliance of
Germany, Italy, and, later, Japan that fought the
Allle§ in World War II [Mid-20C. < Mussolinis idea of
‘an axis round which nations could assemble’]
axis deer n a deer with a reddishbrown, white-
spotted coat. Native to: South Asia. Latin name:
axis of rotation n matws same as axis? (sense 1)
axis of symmetry n maths same as axis! (sense 2)
axisymmetric /aksi si méttrik/, axisymmetrical /-mét-

k'l adj symmetrical with respect to an axis
—axisymmetrically adv

axle

axle /aks'l/ n 1. a shaft on which a wheel or set of
wheels revolves, especially a shaft under the body
of a vehicle that connects a pair of wheels 2. the
spindle on which one or more wheels revolve [Late
16C. Shortening of AXLETREE]

axletree /aks'l tree/ n a shaft that runs underneath
the body of a vehicle such as a cart or carriage and
connects a pair of wheels [13C. < Old Norse oxultré
< Gxull ‘axle’ + tré ‘tree, beam’]

Axminster /aksminstor/ n a high-quality carpet with
a cut pile that is usually woven into a colourful
pattern [Early 19C. After Axminster, SW England]

United States. Genus: Ambystoma.
< Nahuatl < at/ ‘water’ + xolot! ‘servant’]
axon /ak son/, axone /&kson/ n an extension of a nerve
cell, similar in shape to a thread, that transmits
impulses outwards from the cell body [Late 19C.
< Greek axon 'axis']
axoneme /&ksa neem/ n a bundle of fibrils that form
the central core of a cilium or flagellum. It consists
of nine pairs of microtubules surrounding a central
pair. [Early 20C. < Greek axdn ‘axis’ + néma ‘thread’]
axonometric /aksand méttrik/ adj describes a method
of drawing a three-dimensional object so that the
vertical and horizontal axes are drawn to scale but
the curves and diagonals appear distorted
axoplasm /aksa plazam/ n the cytoplasm of a nerve
cell extension (axon) —axoplasmic /aksa plazmik/ adj
ay' n, adv, interj PoL another spelling of aye!
ay2 adv another spelling of aye? (archaic or regional)
Ayacucho /i a kaochd/ city in southern Peru. It is an
important centre for agriculture and manu-
facturing. Population: 118,960 (1998).
ayah /i ya/ n S Asia in South Asia, a maid whose
duties include the care of children [Late 18C. Via
Portuguese aia ‘woman tutor’ < Latin avia ‘grandmother’]
ayatollah /i s télls/ n a Shiite religious leader, often
one who takes an important political as well as
religious role [Mid-20C. Via Persian < Arabic ‘ayatu-1lah
‘miraculous sign of God' < ‘dya ‘sign, miracle’ + allah ‘God’]
Ayckbourn /4yk bawrn/, Alan (b. 1939) British drama-
tist. His plays include Relatively Speaking (1967),
Absurd Person Singular (1973), and The Norman
Conquests (1974).
“Few women care to be laughed at and men
not at all, except for large sums of money.”
[Alan Ayckbourn, The Norman Conquests;
1974]

aye' /i/, ay /ayl adv, interj used to say yes (archaic or
regional) @ n a vote in favour of a motion, or some-
body who casts a vote in favour [Late 16C. Origin 7]

aye? i/, ay adv always or forever (archaic or regional)
[13C. < 0ld Norse ei, ey]

[Late 18C.

aye-aye

aye-aye /7 7/ n a small nocturnal primate that lives
in trees and has a long bushy tail, long bony fingers,
and teeth resembling those of a rodent. Native to:
Latin name: Daubentonia mada-

axolemma /akso Iémma/ n the mer sheath
that encloses the long thin extension of a nerve ce}l
(axon) [Late 19C. < Greek axon ‘axis’ + lemma ‘skin, husk']

axolot!

axolotl /akss ot/ (plural -lotls or same) /:a !i’n:a;?s-
mander that lives in water and often re o
external gills as an adult. Native to: Mexico, w

gascariensis. [Late 18C. Via French < Malagasy aiay; prob-
ably an imitation of its cry]

Ayer /air/, A.J. (1910-89) British philosopher. He was
a logical positivist whose works include Language,
Truth, and Logic (1936). Full name Ayer, Sir Alfred
Jules

‘In nature one thing just happens after
another. Cause and effect have their place
only in our imaginative arrangements and
extensions of these primary facts.’

[A.J. Ayer, The Central Questions of Phil-
osophy; 1973]

Ayers Rock /airz-/ former name for Uluru

Ayesha another spelling of Aisha

ayin /aa yin/ n the 16th letter of the Hebrew alphabet,

i as a reversed and pro-
nounced approximately like an ‘0’. See table at
alphabet [Early 19C. < Hebrew ‘ayin ‘eye’]

Aylesbury /aylzberi/ historic town in Buck-
inghamshire, southern England. Population: 58,058
(1991).

Ayleshury Vale local government district in Buck-
inghamshire, southern England. Population: 165,748
(2001).

Aymara fima raal (plural same or -tas) n 1. a member
of a Native South American people who live around
Lake Titicaca in Bolivia and Peru. The great ruins
at Tiahuanaco are believed to have been built by
the Aymara around AD 500. 2. a language of Bolivia
and Peru, related to Quechua. Native speakers: 2
million. [Mid-19C. < Bolivian Spanish] —Aymara adj —
Aymaran adj

Aymé /e méy/, Marcel (1902-67) French writer. His
novels, stories, and plays satirize contemporary
corruption.

‘When Paris has a sniffle, the whole of
France blows her nose.”

[Marcel Aymé, Silhouette du scandale (The
Silhouette of Scandal); 1938]

ayo /ayo/ Carib adj describes a kite when the string is
cut and it flies away quickly m vti (ayoes, ayoing,
ayoed) to leave or finish something, especially
quickly [Late 20C. Via French Creole, 'goodbye’ < French
adieu]

Ayr /air/ historic town in South Ayrshire, Scotland.
Population: 47,962 (1991).

Ayrshire! /airshar/ former county of southwestern
Scotland, now divided into North Ayrshire, East
Ayrshire, and South Ayrshire

Ayrshire? /airshar/ n a cow belonging to a largely
white breed of dairy cattle

aysh interj S Africa another spelling of eish (informal)

Ayub Khan /iygob kaan/, Muhammad (1907-74) Paki-
stani soldier and head of state. He became president
of Pakistan (1958-69), but resigned after an un-
successful war with India and charges of cor-
ruption.

Ayurveda /aa yoor vayda, -veeds/ n ALTERN MED same
as Ayurvedic medicine [Early 20C. < Sanskrit dyur-veda
‘medicine’ < dyur- ‘life, vital power’ + veda ‘knowledge’] —
Ayurvedic adj

Ayurvedic medicine /aa yoor vaydik-, -veedik-/ n a
traditional Hindu system of healing that assesses
somebody’s constitution and lifestyle, and recom-
mends treatment based on herbal prep-
arations, diet, yoga, and purification

az abbr Azerbaijan (used in Internet addresses) See
table at domain name

az. abbr 1. ASTRON azimuth 2. HERALDRY azure

Azad Kashmir /aa zad-/ section of western Kashmir
that is under the control of Pakistan. Area: 1,680
sq. km/650 sq. mi.

azalea

azalea /o zyli o/ (plural -eas or same) n a flowering
bush related to the rhododendron. Some azaleas are
deciduous and some are evergreen, and they range
in size from very low-growing plants to small trees.
Flowers: pink, purple, white, yellow, or orange,
sometimes fragrant. Genus: Rhododendron. [Mid-
18C. Via modern Latin < Greek < azaleos 'dry'l

azan /aa zaan/ n the Islamic call to prayer that a
muezzin repeats five times a day from the minaret
of a mosque [Mid-19C. < Arabic adan ‘announcement’]

Azania /o zéyni o/ n S Africa a name for South Africa
used by resistance movements in the apartheid era

Azapo /s z4ppd/ n a Socialist political movement in
South Africa [Late 20C. Acronym < Azanian People’s
Organization]

2 vision, In foreign words: kh German Bach; a French vin

aaN French blanc; § German schisn, French feu; oN French bon; 6N French un; i as in French rue. Stress marks: *as in secret /seekrat/, academic /5ka démmik/
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cartwheel

the Christmas tree home myself. o Do you have to
cart all those books around? 2. TRANSPORT SOMETHING 0R
SOMEBODY to carry or transport something or some-
body, especially in a cart o carting the produce to
market [12C. < Old Norse kartr] —cartable adj < put the
cart before the horse to do or say things in the wrong
order

cartage /kaartij/ n the cost of transporting or de-
livering goods by cart

Cartagena /kaarts jeena/ 1. capital of Bolivar De-
partment in northwestern Colombia, a port on the
Caribbean Sea’s Bay of Cartagena. Population:
877,000 (1999). 2. city, port, and naval base in the
province and autonomous region of Murecia, south-
eastern Spain. Population: 188,003 (2002).

carte /kaart/ n FENCING same as quarte

carte blanche /aart blaznsh/ n permission or au-
thority given to somebody to act with freedom or
discretion © She’s been given carte blanche to make
whatever changes she thinks necessary. [< French,
‘white card’]
carte du jour /kaart do zhoor/ (plural cartes du jour
/kaart/) n a restaurant menu showing what is
available on a particular day [< French, ‘card of the
day’]
cartel /kaar tél/ n 1. an alliance of business companies
formed to control production, competition, and
prices 2. a political alliance among parties or
groups having common aims [Mid-16C. Via German
Kartell < French cartel < Italian cartello ‘placard’ < Latin
clhjarta (see caRD )]
cartelize /kaarti 112/ (-izes, -izing, -ized), cartelise (-ises,
-ising, -ised) vti to form a cartel of business
companies or political groups o The market leaders
had every incentive to cartelize.
carter /kaarter/ n somebody who uses a cart for trans-
porting goods or for farm work
Carter /kaartor/, Angela (1940-92) British writer. Her
novels include The Magic Toyshop (1967), Nights at
the Circus (1984), and Wise Children (1991).
“Myth deals in false universals, to dull the
pain of particular circumstances.’
[Angela Carter, ‘Polemical Preface’, The
Sadeian Woman; 1979]

Carter, Howard (1873-1939) British archaeologist and
draughtsman. An Egyptologist, he was largely re-
sponsible for discovering the tomb of Tutankhamen
in 1922

Jimmy Carter

Carter, Jimmy (b. 1924) 39th president of the United
States. As Democratic president (1977-81) he ne-
gotiated the Panama Canal Treaty (1978) and the
Camp David Accords between Israel and Egypt
(1978-79). He was awarded the Nobel Peace Price in
2002. Full name Carter, Jr, James Earl. See table at
president

‘A simple and proper function of gov-
ernment is just to make it easy for us to
do good and difficult for us to do wrong.’
Uimmy Carter, Acceptance speech, Demo-
cratic National Convention, New York City;
15 July 1976]

Cartesian /kaar teezi an/ adj relating to René Des-
cartes or his writings or theories [Mid-17C. < modern
Latin Cartesianus < Cartesius, Latinized form of DEs-
CARTES] —Cartesian n

Cartesian coordinate n 1. one of a pair of co-

ordinates giving the location of a point on a plane,
relative to an origin and two perpendicular axes 2.
one of three coordinates giving the location of a
point in space, relative to an origin and three mu-
tually perpendicular planes

Cartesianism /kaar teezi anizam/ n the philosophy of
René Descartes, especially his belief in a distinction
between the observing mind and the observed world

Cartesian plane n a plane having all points defined
by Cartesian coordinates

Cartesian product n a set of all the pairs of elements
from two sets that have their first element from the
first set and the second from the second set

Carthage /kaarthij/ site of an ancient city, founded by
the Phoenicians on the northern coast of Africa in
814 BC. The site is now in a suburb of Tunis, capital
of Tunisia. —Carthaginian /kaartha jinni an/ n, adj

carthorse /kaart hawrss/ n a large strong horse bred
to pull a cart or for other heavy work

Carthusian /kaar thydozi an/ n a member of a con-
templative Roman Catholic order of monks and
nuns founded in France in the 11th century [Mid-
16C. < medieval Latin Carthusianus < Carthusia 'Char-
treuse’, France, where the order's first monastery was
built] —Carthusian adj

Cartier /kaarti ay/, Jacques (1491-1557) French navi-
gator. He was the first European to explore and
chart the St Lawrence River in eastern North
America (1534).

Cartier-Bresson /kaarti ay bréss oN/, Henri (b. 1908)
French photographer. He is known for his black-
and-white photographs of French life.

“In a portrait, I'm looking for the silence
in somebody.’

[Henri Cartier-Bresson, Observer; 15 May
1994]

Cartier Island /kaarti ay-/ small uninhabited island
off the northern coast of Western Australia

cartilage /kaartalij, kaart'lij/ n the tough elastic tissue
that is found in the nose, throat, and ear and in
other parts of the body and forms most of the
skeleton in infancy, changing to bone during
growth [15C. Via French < Latin cartilago)

cartilaginous /kaarte lajjinass/ adj 1. resembling,
made of, or relating to cartilage 2. having a skeleton
composed mostly of cartilage

cartilaginous fish n a fish with a skeleton made
entirely of cartilage. Shark, rays, and ratfish are
cartilagi fish. Class: CI i es.

Cartland /kaartland/, Dame Barbara (1901-2000) British
novelist. She wrote more than 400 books, mostly
popular romances. Born Hamilton, Mary Barbara

‘I'm the only author with 200 virgins in
print.”

[Dame Barbara Cartland, Town & Country;
December 1977]

cartload /kaart 16/ n 1. a very large amount (informal)
2. the amount that a cart can carry

cartogram /kaarts gram/ n a diagrammatic map
showing the population and other statistics of a
region [Late 19C. < French cartogramme < carte ‘map']

cartographic /kaarte gréffils, cartographical /kaarte
gréffik'l/ adj1. relating to maps o cartographic design
2. in the form of a map o carfographic rep-
resentation —cartographically adv

cartography /kaar téggrafi/ n the science, skill, or
work of making maps [Mid-19C. < French cartographie
< carte ‘map'] —cartographer n

cartomancy /kaarto manssi/ n fortune-telling by using
playing cards [Late 19C. < French cartomancie < carte
(see caRD )]

carton /kaart'n/ n 1. cARDBOARD BoX a cardboard box in
which something such as goods, movable property,
or mail is packaged 2. PLASTIC OR CARD CONTAINER &
container made of plastic or waxed card in which
food or drink is sold 3. CONTENTS OF CONTAINER the
contents of a carton o drank a whole carton of
orange juice 4. RIFLE SHOOTING TARGET CENTRE the white
discat the centre of a target in competitive shooting
m vt (-tons, -toning, -toned) PUT SOMETHING IN CARTON to
put something in a carton o Most of our milk is sold

cartoned. [Early 19C. Via French < Italian cartone (see
CARTOON)]

cartoon /kaar toon/ n 1. ANIMATED FiM a film made

using animation instead of live actors, especially a
humorous film intended primarily for children 2.
SEQUENCE OF DRAWINGS a sequence of drawings that tell
ashort story, published in a newspaper or magazine
3. SATIRICAL DRAWING a humorous drawing published
ina or magazine and ing on a
topical event or theme 4. PREPARATORY DRAWING a
drawing done, often in great detail, as a preliminary
version of a painting or other work of art [Late 16C.
Via ltalian cartone ‘pasteboard (on which artists' preparatory
drawings were made) < Latin c(h)arta (see CARD )] —car-
toonist n —cartoony /kaar tooni/ adj

cartoonish /kaar toonish/, cartoony /kaar tooni/ adj re-

sembling a humorous or animated cartoon —car-
toonishly adv

cartophily /kaar téffali/ n the collecting of cigarette

cards as a hobby [Mid-20C. < French carte ‘card’ or
Italian carta] —cartophilist n

AKG London

cartouche: gold signet ring with cartouche of

Tutankhamun (1346-37 sc)

cartouche /kaar tobsh/ n 1. CASING FOR GUNPOWDER the

paper casing of a firework or cartridge 2. DECORATIVE
PANEL a decorative panel in the form of a frame
or unrolled scroll, sometimes containing writing,
forming an artistic or architectural feature 3. FRAME
FOR NAME an oval or oblong shape containing writing,
especially one containing a king’s name in Egyptian
hieroglyphics 4. COOK PAPER KEEPING SOLID INGREDIENTS
BELOW SURFACE a circle or oval of paper placed on top
of food that is being cooked in liquid, e.g. in a
casserole, to keep the solid ingredients submerged
[Early 17C. Via French < Italian cartoccio ‘paper cornet’
< carta‘paper’]

cartridge /kaartrij/ n 1. cAsING of BULLET a cylindrical

case holding an explosive charge and a bullet or
shot, which is put into a gun 2. CONTAINER FOR LIQUID OR
POWDER a container for liquid or powder that is
loaded into a device, e.g. a removable ink container
for a pen or printer o toner cartridges 3. CASE FoR
LOADING SOMETHING INTO MACHINE a sealed plastic case con-
taining something such as photographic film, a
cassette, or a set of computer disks that can be
loaded into an appropriate device 4. PART OF HI-FI TONE
ARM the part of the arm of a record-player that holds
the needle [Late 16C. Anglicization of French cartouche
(see CARTOUCHE)]

cartridge belt n a belt that holds gun cartridges or

cartridge clips

cartridge case n the casing of a gun cartridge
cartridge clip n a container for bullets, loaded di-

rectly into an automatic weapon

cartridge paper n thick drawing paper of a good

quality with a grained or textured surface

cartridge pen n a pen that holds a replaceable ink

cartridge

cart track n a rough track or narrow unsurfaced

road used by farm vehicles

cartulary /kaartycolari/ (plural -ies) n 1. a collection of

official records, especially those relating to a large
estate or a religious community 2. a room or
building where official records are kept [Mid-16C.
< medieval Latin c(hlartularium < Latin c(h)artula
‘document’ < c(h)arta (see CARD 1)]

cartwheel /kaart weel/ n 1. ACROBATIC MOVEMENT an acro-

batic movement in which the body is turned side-
ways onto the hands, then over onto the feet again

2 vison. In foreign words: kh German Bach; aN French vin; zaN French blanc; 6 German schon, French feu; oN French bon; 6N French un; 0 as in French rue. Stress marks: * s in secret /séekrat/, academic /4ka démmik/
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received

1558

STOLEN G0ODS to accept or deal in stolen goods 16. vti
CATCH BALL to catch, hit, or kick a ball played by an
opponent 17. v/ CHR TAKE COMMUNION in the Christian
chux_'ch, to take Communion [14C. Via OId French
receivre < Latin recipere ‘take back' < capere ‘take']

received /ri _seevd/ adj generally accepted as true
© The received wisdom in these matters is seldom
wrong.

ReEcen_led Pronunciation n the accent of British

nglish that educated people from the southern
part of England traditionally use, widely regarded
as t:he least regionally modified of all British accents

TECEIVET /ri seevar/ n 1. PART OF PHONE the part of a
tglephone that contains the earpiece and mouth-
biece and recejves and converts electronic signals
into sound 2. DEVICE FOR PICKING UP SIGNALS an electrical
@ev;ce that receives and converts electronic signals
into sound or pictures 3. LAW, FIN SOMEBODY APPOINTED
TO RUN BUSINESS somebody appointed by a court to
mangge a business or property that is involved in
a legal process such as bankruptcy 4. LAW SOMEBODY
DEALING IN STOLEN G0ODS a dealer in stolen goods 5.
SOMEBODY WHO RECEIVES SOMETHING somebody who re-
ceives or takes delivery of something 6. AMERICAN
FOOTBALL PL an ican foot-
ball player on the attacking side who is eligible to
catc’k:\ a forward pass 7. BASEBALL same as catcher
(senSe 2) 8. CHEM CONTAINER USED IN DISTILLING a container
used during distillation to collect the distillate

p /i YRR by a
receiver of a business or property that is involved in
alegal process such as bankruptcy o The company is
now in receivership. 2. the office or duties of some-
body appointed by a court to manage a business or
property that is involved in a legal process such as
‘bankruptcy :

receiving end /ri seeving-/ n the position of having
to endure something o We were on the receiving end
of some harsh criticism.

receiving line n a group of people who stand in a
line to greet individually the guests at a formal
occasion such as a wedding reception

receiving order n a court order that appoints a
receiver to take charge of a business involved in a
legal proceeding such as bankruptcy

recension /ri sénsh’n/ n 1. a critical revision carried
out on a literary text 2. a literary text that has been
given a critical revision [Mid-17C. < Latin recension-
‘review’ < recensere ‘reassess’ < censere ‘appraise, assess']

recent /reess'nt/ adj 1. having happened or appeared
not long ago o the recent birth of her child 2. from
current times or the very near past o recent political
trends [15C. Directly or via French < Latin recent] —
recency n—recently adv —recentness n

Recent n geoL same as Holocene —Recent adj

receptacle /ri séptok’l/ n 1. CONTAINER a container that
holds, contains, or receives a liquid or solid 2.
FLOWER-BEARING PART the end of a flower stalk, bearing
the parts of a flower or the florets of a composite
flower 3. PLANT PART FOR REPRODUCTION in a plant that
reproduces through spores, e.g. an alga or liv-
erwort, the part that bears the reproductive organs
[14C. Directly or via French < Latin receptaculum ‘place in
which to store something received’ < recipere (see RECEIVE)]

reception /ri sépsh'n/ 1 1. PLACE WHERE VISITORS ARE RECEIVED
a place in a hotel, office, or public building where
visitors are first received o I'll be waiting for you
in reception. 2. FORMAL PARTY a formal party to welcome
somebody or celeprate an event such as a wedding
3. WAY SOMEBODY OR SOMETHING IS RECEIVED the way in which
somebody or something is received or greeted o
The audience gave her a warm reception. 4. AcT OF
RECEIVING the act of receiving something given or sent
5. QUALITY OF SIGNAL the quality of the signal received
by a radio or television set o We don’t get very good
reception on this channel. 6. ELECTRONICS CONVERSION OF
ELECTRONIC SIGNALS the process of receiving and con-
verting electronic signals 7. BUILDINGS same as re-
ception room 8. AMERICAN FOOTBALL CATCHING OF FORWARD
pass in American football, the catching of a pass
made towards the opponent’s goal 9. EDUC FIRST CLASS

reception centre n 1. a place that accommodates
peo':)le in need of shelter, e.g. horpeless peopleu,
refugees, or survivors of natural disasters, unti
more permanent accommodation can be found 2. a
children’s home run by a local authority to house
children whose families cannot lcolg after them,
either temporarily or for a longer period

receptionisl Jri sépsh'nist/ n an employee who greets
visitors, customers, or patients, answers the tele-
phone, and makes appointments

receplinn room n 1. a room used for entertaining
guests in a house o The house has four bedrooms
and two reception rooms. 2. a room used for a party
or reception in a hotel

receptive Iri séptiv/ adj 1. WILLING TO ACCEPT rea_dy and
willing to accept something such as new ideas o
The city’s art collectors were highly receptive to t{w
new wave in painting. 2. QUICKTOLEARN quick to take in
new information 3. PHYSIOL RECEIVING AND TRANSMITTING
sTmuw describes a sensory organ that is capable of
transmitting and receiving stimuli [15C. Directly or
via French < medieval Latin receptivus < Latin recipere

i dv

reciprocaip -

< rekabRechab,in the Bible, ancestor

{1
who refused to drink wine (Jeremiah 3 5:'5?{! Isragiipy -

recharge /ree chaarj/ (-charges, “chargip
1. to replenish the amount of gy é};ﬁh”"ﬂm

something, especially a battery 5 Dowgy iy
something such as somebody’s eners © Teney
recharged after the weekend. —echare © We o
recharger n Beatle g7
réchauffé /ray shd fay/ n 1. adish of reheate
2. a piece of work, e.g. a piece of Wri(-ﬂh““v““
merely a reuse of old material [Eary lglé’g- that
past participle of réchauffer ‘reheat’ < atin Ca/' <‘ mnch,
be warm’l ere mal oy

recherché /ro shair shay/ adj 1,
marked by such rare and exquisite gyar, ST
is known only to connoisseurs 2, APPRECI] at it
THINGS having a deep appreciation of unumm FiNg.
choice things © a recherché taste in sy
arfecTED marked by excessive reﬁneme,ltp ure 3,
aggerated importance o Some of his Oor ex.
little recherché for my taste. [Late 17¢. <

partciple of rechercher seek thoroughy < chercey g

are g
French

(see RECEIVE)] n—
receptivity /ree sep tivati/ n

receptor /ri séptar/ n 1. PHYSIOL SENSITIVE NERVE ENDING 2
nerve ending that is sensitive to stimuli and can
convert them into nerve impulses 2. ELECTRONICS
RECEIVING DEVICE a device designed to receive electronic
signals 3. CHEM SPECIFIC CELL BINDING SITE OR MOLECULE &
molecule, group, or site that is in a cell or on a cell
surface and binds with a specific molecule, antigen,
hormone, or antibody 4. ENVIRON RECEIVER OF POLLUTION
somebody or something adversely affected by a
pollutant [15C. Directly or via Old French receptour ‘person
who harbours criminals or stolen goods’ < Latin receptor
< recipere (see RECEIVE)]

Tecess /ri séss, ree sess/ n 1. BREAK FROM BUSINESS a
time during which no work or business is done,
specifically a long period in which a legislative
body is not sitting or a short break during court
proceedings 2. N Am Epuc same as break! n (sense
4) 3. INDENTED OR HOLLOWED-OUT SPACE an- area set into a
wall or other flat surface, e.g. an alcove or niche o
a recess large enough to take a bed 4. REMOTE PLACE a
remote or secluded place (often used in the plural) o
A distant memory haunted the recesses of her mind.
5. ANAT BODY CAVITY a concave area or cavity in a part
of the body m vt (-cesses, -cessing, -cessed) 1. pPUT
SOMETHING IN ALCOVE to put something in a recess,
especially in a wall © a chapel recessed in a transept
of the cathedral 2. MAKE INDENTATION IN SOMETHING to make
a recess in something, especially a wall o The north
wall of the chamber has been recessed to form an
alcove. [Mid-16C. Directly or via French < Latin recessus
‘going back’ < recedere ‘go back'’]

Tecession /ri sésh'n/ n 1. DEPRESSION IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
a period, shorter than a depression, during which
there is a decline in economic trade and prosperity
2. WITHDRAWAL OF SOMEBODY IN CEREMONY the withdrawal
of the participapts in a ceremony, e.g. the clergy
and choir after a church service 3. RECEDING the
process of going back or becoming more distant

recessional /ri sésh'nal/ adj involving or typical of a
recession W n in Christianity, a hymn sung as the
clergy and choir withdraw from a church after a
service

recessive /ri séssiv/ adj 1. PRODUCING EFFECT IN SPECIFIC
coNiTioNs used to describe a gene that produces an
effect in an organism only when its matching allele
is identical. The effect is masked when the matching
allele is nonidentical. 2. CONTROLLED BY RECESSIVE GENE
describes a characteristic or trait determined by a
recessive gene 3. RECEDING tending to go backwards
or to recede o recessive flood waters 4. PHON AT
BEGINNING OF WORD describes stress that is placed at or
near the beginning of a word M 1 GENET|CS 1. RECESSIVE
CHARACTERISTIC a recessive gene or trait 2. ORGANISM
WITH RECESSIVE CHARACTERISTIC an organism that has a
rece§sive gene or trait -recessixg!y ‘adv —re-

cessiveness 1
Rechabite /réko bit/ n somebody who abstains from
alcoholic beverages, especially a member of the
Order of i a benefit society

AT INFANT SCHoOL the class of children their
first year of full-time education [14C. Directly or via
French < Latin reception- < recipere (see RECEIVE)]

founded in 1835 [14C. < ecclesiastical Latin Rechabita
‘descendants of Rechab’, translation of Hebrew rekabim

r Iri n the tendency to
into a previous undesirable type of behavioyy,
pecially crime [Late 19C. < recidvist, < French i~
< Latin recidivus ‘falling back' < recidere fall back < c;gye
“fall’) —recidivist n, adj —recidivistic /ri siddi vistfs
adj

reciept incorrect spelling of receipt

feeieve incorrect spelling of receive

Recife /re seefo/ capital city of Pernambuco State,
northeastern Brazil, and the major city of the
region. It is a port on the Aﬂaqtic Ocean. Popy.
lation: 1,346,045 (1996).

Tecip. abbr 1. MATHS reciprocal 2. reciprocity

Tecipe /réssapi/ n 1. INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING FO0D a list of
ingredients and instructions for making something,
especially a food dish 2. METHOD a method of doing

ingora ination of i likel
to bring something about o Hard work is the recipe
for success. 3. MED PRESCRIPTION a prescription for a
therapeutic preparation (archaic) [14C. Directly or via
French < Latin, ‘take!’, form of recipere (see REcEE)]

recipient /ri sippi ant/ n somebody or something that
receives something W adj tending or able to receive
[Mid-16C. Directly or via French < Latin recipient-, present
participle of recipere (see RECEIVE)] —Tecipience n

reciprocal /ri sipprak'l/ adj 1. GIVEN BY EACH SIDE given
or shown by each of two sides or people to the other
© reciprocal compliments 2. IN RETURN given or done
in return for something else o a reciprocal attack on
the aggressor 3. MATHS MULTIPLIED TO GIVE ONE describes 2
number or quality that is related to another by the
fact that when multiplied together the product is
one 4. MATHS COMPLEMENTING serving to complement
one another o reciprocal angles W n 1. SIMETHNG
MUTUAL something that is mutual or done in refarn
2. MATHS NUMBER MULTIPLIED TO GIVE ONE a number Of
quantity that is related to another by the fact that
when multiplied together the product is one 0 4
and}are reciprocals. [Late 16C. < Latin reciprocus s?‘"s
backwards and forwards' < re- ‘backwards’ + pro- ",’,’
wards'] —reciprocality /ri sippra kéllati/ n—reciproca ly
adv

reciprocal link n a link in both directions frg’;
one website to another as a form of bartering
advertising space =

reciprocal pronoun na word or phrase repregetm;
two or more things that mutually correspor
another, e.g. ‘each other” i

reciprocate /ri sippra kayt/ (-cates, -cating, 'mf,fﬂuy

Vi GIVE MUTUALLY to give or feel something ! o
or in return o I couldn’t accept such generfiun‘s =
without reciprocating. 2. vti ENG MOVE BACKW/ b
FORWARDS to move backwards and forwards I

i this
alternating motion, or move something I

Telapse

e or
way 3. vi BE COMPLEMENTARY to be mg'gi:? past
complementary [Late 16C. < Latin recrﬂd ards,

kwards and. d
cAL)] -—reclpmcan;l:
adj _reciproc!

participle of reciprocare ‘move bac
reciprocate’ < reciprocus (see RECIPRO
Iri sippre kéysh'n/ n —recipracative
n

" engin®
reciprocating engine /ri sfppre kayting-/ n &

ur s

2at; 22 father; aw all; ay day; ai hair; 3 about,item, edible, common, circus; e egg; ee ecl; hw whens i it, happys T ice; 'l apple; ' hychm; ' fashion; 0 0dd; 0 open; 0 good; 0o pool; ow owl; oy oil
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remgte sensor

e far in the future or past o looking t0 ¢ rer
}:Am epoch 7 DISTANTLY IN RELATION distantly in'(f,',ifﬁ
of family or biological connection o We are remotely
velated. 8. FARAWAY at a distance or far away
ote SENSOT n an instrument that i
"f':mmon about Earth or another as%?;}x:::nié:i
object from an airborne platf6rm or from space, e g.
a radar or photographic device T
oulade /rémmoo laad, rémma layd/ n may i
ré\:}m herbs, mustard, capers, and gherkirysmat::;fie
and sometimes chopped hard-boiled egg [Mid-19¢.
< French] )
remould n /re m3ld/ TYRE WITH NEW TREAD a second-hand
tyre with a new tread bonded to it. N Am term
retread W vt /ree mold/ (-moulds, -moulding, -moulded)
1. CHANGE SOMETHING to change or remodel something
such as an idea or principle 2. FIT TYRE WiTH NEw THEAD
to bond a new tread onto an old tyre. N Am term
retread
remount v /ree méwnt/ (-mounts, -mounting, -mounted)
1. vt PUT SOMETHING ON AGAIN to mount something again
or anew 2. vti GET BACK INTO SADDLE to get back on a
horse or bicycle M n /rée mownt/ SUBSTITUTE HoRSE a
replacement horse to ride
removal /ri mobv'l/ 1 1. REMOVING OF SOMETHING the taking
away or getting rid of something 2. CHANGE oF LocATION
a change in location, or in the place where some-
body lives 3. HR DISMIsSAL dismissal from office or
from a position
removalist /ri moovalist/ n Aus a person or company
that transports people’s furniture and personal
effects from one house to another
removal van n a van that is used to transport some-
body's furniture and personal effects from one
house to another. N Am term moving van

remove /ri moov/ v (-moves, -moving, -moved) 1. vt

1579

renew

renaissance /ri nays'nss/ n a rebirth or revival, e.g.
of culture, skills, or learning forgotten or previously
ignored [Late 19C. < French renaitre ‘be reborn’ < Latin
renasci < nasci ‘be born’]

Baptistery, Florence, Italy, by Lorenzo Ghiberti

Renaissance n 1. eno of miooie aces the period in
European history from about the 14th to 16th cen-
turies regarded as marking the end of the Middle
Ages and featuring major cultural and artistic

cliange 2. CLASSICAL REVIVAL the cultural and religious

ibirit that characterized the Renaissance, including
the decline of Gothic architecture, the revival of
classical culture, the beginnings of modern science,

and i i j

rendered without sentiment 4. vt GIVE DECISION to
deliver a verdict or decision officially (formal) 5. vt
COMPUT DRAW SOMETHING to draw something in
computer graphics 6. vt SUBMIT SOMETHING FOR ACTION to
submit something for consideration, approval, or
payment (formal) o render all passports for
inspection 7. vt GIVE SOMETHING AS DUE to give what is
due or appropriate to somebody who has authority
or power (formal) o‘Render therefore unto Caesar
the things which are Caesar’s’ (Matthew 22:21, The
Bible) 8. vt PUT SOMEBODY OR SOMETHING IN PARTICULAR STATE
to make somebody or something be or become
something (formal) o His actions rendered us
powerless. 9. vt PURIFY FAT to purify or extract
something by melting, especially to heat solid fat
slowly until as much liquid fat as possible has been
extracted from it, leaving small crisp remains 10.
vti GIVE UP SOMETHING to surrender something (formal
or literary) 11. vt TRADE SOMETHING to give something in
exchange for something else (formal or literary) 12.
vt RETURN SOMETHING to give something back (formal or
literary) 13. vt CONSTR COVER WALL WITH PLASTER to cover
masonry with a thin coat of plaster ® n 1. CONSTR
COAT OF PLASTER the first thin coat of plaster applied to
masonry 2. HIST TENANT'S PAYMENT a payment in goods,
services, or money made by a tenant to a feudal
lord [14C. Via French rendre < alteration of Latin reddere
‘give back’ < dare 'give'] —renderable adj —renderer n

render farm n a cluster of networked computers
used to create computer graphic effects such as

™ adj 1. oF
relating to the history and culture of the Re-
i 2N in the

nl. a portrayal

architectural style of classical revival that char-
acterized the Renaissance

Renaissance man na man who has a wide range of
accomplishments and intellectual interests

TAKE SOMETHING AWAY to take away from

woman n a woman who has a wide
range of i and i interests

somebody or from a place 2. vti
totransfer or i place,
or change a place of residence 3. vt TAKE OFF CLOTHING
to take off an item of clothing o removed his hat 4.
vt GET RID OF SOMETHING to make something go away or
disappear o a detergent that can remove stains even
more quickly 5. vt HR DISMISS SOMEBODY to dismiss
somebody from office or from a position ® n 1.
isTance the degree of distance or closeness between
people or things o He has only experienced war at
one remove. 2. CHANGE OF LOCATION a change of residence
or business (formal) 3. EDUC CLASS a class or form in
some British secondary schools, especially public
schools (dated) 4. FOOD INDIVIDUAL DIsH IN MEAL a dish
that is taken away during a formal meal to make
way for another (dated formal) [14C. Via French < Latin
removere < movere ‘to move’] —removable adj —remover
n

removed /ri moovd/ adj 1. separate or distant in space,
time, or character from something or somebody
else 2. separated from somebody by a particular
degree of descent o a cousin twice removed —re-
movedness /ri moovidnass, ri moovdnass/ n

REM sleep /rém-/ na stage of sleep that recurs several
times during the night and is marked by dreaming,
Tapid eye movements under closed lids, and
elevated pulse rate and brain activity

Temunerate /ri myobna rayt/ (-ates, -ating, -ated) vt to

renal /reen’l/ 4dj relating to or affecting the kidneys
[Mid-17C. Via French < late Latin renalis < Latin renes
“kidneys']

renal clearance na measure of the removal of waste
products from the blood by the kidneys, expressed
as the volume of blood cleared of a specific sub-
stance in one minute

renal pelvis n the cavity in the kidney where urine
collects before passing into the ureter

renascence /ri nass'nss, -ndy-/ n same as renaissance
[Early 18C. < RENASCENT]

renascent /ri nass'nt, ri ndyss'nt/ adj showing new
life or activity [Early 18C. < Latin renascent-, present
participle of renasci ‘be reborn’ (see RENAISSANCE)]

renature /ree naychar/ (-tures, -turing, -tured) vt to
restore the physical and chemical properties of a
denatured protein or nucleic acid

rencounter /ren kéwnter/ n (archaic) 1. a hostile
meeting between adversaries 2. an unexpected
casual meeting [Early 16C. < French rencontrer ‘have a
(hostile) meeting’ < encontrer ‘confront’ (see ENCOUNTER)]

rend /rend/ (rends, rending, rent /rent/) v 1. vti Tear
SOMETHING APART to pull something apart violently, or
be pulled apart violently 2. vt TEAR CLOTHES to tear or
pull clothes or hair, out of rage, frustration, or grief
3. vt TAKE SOMEBODY OR SOMETHING AWAY FORCIBLY to tear or

Pay somebody for goods or services, or
Somebody financially for losses sustained or
Inconvenience caused [Early 16C. < Latin remunerat-,
Past participle of remunerari ‘reward’ < munus ‘gift’] —
Temunerability /ri myconora billati/ n —remunerable
dj—remunerator n —remuneratory adj
"eMuneration /i mycona réysh’n/ n 1. a payment or
Teward for goods or services or for losses sustained
Orinconvenience caused 2. the paying or rewarding
of somebody for goods or services or for losses
WO Seewage
"u"r'""erallve Iri myoonarativ/ adj paying somebody
e <Varding - somebody with money  —fe:
"eratively ady
*MUS /reemass/ n in Roman mythology, the son of
> ad twin brother of Romulus, the founder of
© City of Rome

2 Visic Y
2 1 forcign words: K German Bach; aN French vin; 38

[

wrest or away 4. vt SHATTER
SOMETHING to disturb the silence or pierce the air
with a loud sound o A scream rent the air. 5. vt
DISTRESS SOMEBODY to cause pain or distress to the
heart or emotions [0ld English rendan < Germanic]

SYNONYMS See fear'.

Rendell /rénd'l/, Ruth (b. 1930) British novelist. Her
popular crime novels include the Chief Inspector
Wexford series. She also writes under the pseudo-
nym ‘Barbara Vine'. Full name Rendell, Ruth Barbara

render /réndar/ v (-ders, -dering, -dered) 1. vt GIVE HELP
to give help or provide a service (formal) 2. vt
TRANSLATE SOMETHING to translate something into
another language (formal) o fragments of poetry,
hastily rendered into English 3. vt ARTS PORTRAY
SOMETHING ARTISTICALLY to portray something or
somebody in art, literature, music, or acting
(formal) © a scene of utter desolation, skilfully

of or in art, music, literature,
or drama 2. TRANSLATION a translation of a literary
work 3. HEATING ANIMAL REMAINS TO EXTRACT FAT the process
or business of separating fat from meat or animal
remains by slow heating 4. CONSTR COAT OF PLASTER a
coat of plaster applied to masonry 5. ARCHIT ARCHI-
TECT'S anarchitect’s i
of the inside and outside of a finished building,
drawn in perspective

rendezvous /réndi voo, -day-/ n (plural -vous /-vooz/) 1.
MEETING a meeting arranged for an agreed time and
place 2. PLACE OF MEETING the location of a prearranged
meeting 3. PLACE WHERE PEOPLE MEET a popular meeting
place for people W vti (-vouses /-vooz/, -vousing /-voo
ing/, -voilsed /-vood/) MEET SoMEBoDY to meet, meet
somebody, or bring people together at an agreed
time and place [Late 16C. < French, literally ‘present
youiself'] )

renditio /ren dish’n/ n 1. VERSION OF MUSICAL OR THEATRICAL
PIECE an interpretation or performance of a piece of
music or drama 2. WORK IN TRANSLATION a translation
of aliterary work 3. TRANSLATING the act of translating
something into another language (forma) [Early 17C.
< French rendre (see RENDER)]

rendzina /ren dzeena/ na dark rich soil that develops
beneath grassland above a layer of limestone or
chalk [Early 20C. < Polish rédzinal

Rene /reen/, Roy (1892-1954) Australian actor. He
created the music-hall act Mo the clown, and starred
in the film Strike Me Lucky (1934). Born Rene, Henry
van der Sluys

renegade /rénni gayd/ n 1. somebody who abandons
previously held beliefs or loyalties 2. somebody
who chooses to live outside laws or conventions
[15C. < Spanish renegado < medieval Latin renegatus < past
participle of renegare ‘deny’ (see RENEGE)]

renege /ri neeg, ri nayg/ (-neges, -neging, -neged) vi 1.
to go back on a promise or commitment 2. in cards,
to fail to follow suit when able and required to do
s0 [Mid-16C. < medieval Latin renegare ‘deny’ < Latin
negare] —reneger n e

TeNew /ri nyoo/ (-news, -newing, -newed) v 1. vii RETURN
T0 DOING SOMETHING to begin something or doing
something again, or be begun again o renewed their
friendship after several years o renewed his calls
for an investigation 2. vti EXTEND SOMETHING to make
something such as a contract, lease, or licence
effective for a longer period, or be made effective
for a longer period © You'll need to renew your lease
at the end of the year. 3. vt REPLACE SOMETHING WORN to
replace something that is worn, broken, or no
longer suitable for use 4. vt BORROW LIBRARY BOOK FOR
LONGER to extend the period of time a book or other

French blanc; & German schon, French feu; oN French bon; 6N French un; 0 as in French rue. Scess macks:  as in secret seekrat, academic /3ke démmik/
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seigniory

1690

profit represented by the difference between the
value of bullion and the face value of the coins
minted from it 2. HIST MONARCH'S PERCENTAGE OF BULLION
in former times, a monarch'’s right to a percentage
of the bullion brought to a mint for the minting of
coins 3. HIST ARISTOCRAT'S PRIVILEGE in former times, a
right or privilege claimed by a sovereign or other
person of high rank

SeIgnIory /saynyeri/ (plural -ies), signiory /sin-/, signory
n 1. SEIGNIOR'S LAND the estate of a seignior 2. SEIGNIOR'S
RANK the rank or authority of a seignior 3. LoRDS
COLLECTIVELY Jords considered as a group, especially
English lords under the feudal system

Seine /sayn/ n a large commercial fishing net that is
weighted so that it hangs vertically in the water m
vti (seines, seining, seined) to catch fish with a seine
[OId English segne, via W Germanic < Latin sagena ‘net’
< Greek sagéné] —seiner n

Seine /sayn, sen/ river rising in eastern France and
flowing northwestwards through Paris into the
English Channel. Length: 776 km/482 mi.

seis_e Iseez/ (seises, seising, seised) vt LAW same as
seize (sense 11) [Early 17C. Variant of seize]

seisin /seezin/, seizin n 1. LAND OWNERSHIP the legal
freehold possession of land 2. ACT OF TAKING POSSESSION
OF LAND the act of taking legal freehold possession of
land 3. oWNED LAND land that is wholly and legally
owned, especially land taken possession of legally
[13C. < Anglo-Norman sesine <Old French saisir (see SEIZE)]

seism /sizam/ n same as earthquake (sense 1)
(technical) [Late 19C. < Greek seismos (see SEISMO-)]

SeiSm- prefix same as seismo- (used before vowels)

seismic /sizmik/ adj 1. relating to or caused by an
earthquake or earth tremor 2. extremely large or
great (informal) o had a seismic impact —seismically
adv

seismic array n a network of seismometers posi-
tioned so as to maximize the sensitivity of each of
them and best monitor seismic activity in a specific
region of the world

seismicity /siz misssti/ n the distribution and fre-
quency of seismic events

seismic Wave na shock wave travelling through the
Earth from the epicentre of an earthquake

seismo- prefix earthquake o seismograph [Late 19C.
< Greek seismos ‘earthquake’ < seiein ‘to shake']

seismogram Isizme gram/ na record of an earthquake
made by a seismograph

seismograph

seismograph /sizma graaf, -graf/ nan instrument that
detects the presence of an earthquake and measures
and records its magnitude —seismographer /st
méggrafer/ n —seismographic /sizma gréffik/ adj —
seismography /s1z méggrafi/ n

seismology /siz méllaji/ n the scienti
quakes —seismological /sizmd
mologically adv —seismologist n
seismometer /siz mémmitar/ n an instrument used to
measure vibrations caused by an _eaﬂhquake -
seismometric /sizma méttrik/ adj —seismometry n
seive incorrect spelling of sieve
sei whale /say-/ n a dark bluish-grey whale similar
to the blue whale but smaller and more streamlined.
Itlives in all but the polar oceans and belongs to the
rorqual family of whales. Latin name: Balaenoptera

study of earth-
K'l/ adj —seis-

borealis. [Early 20C. < Norwegian sejval < sel ‘coalfish’ +
hval ‘whale’]

seize /seez/ (seizes, seizing,
SOMETHING to take hold of an object quickly and firmly
o seized the letter from his hand 2. vt EXPLOIT SOMETHING
IMMEDIATELY to take advantage of somethmg such as
a chance eagerly and immediately o seize an op-
portunity 3. vt AFFECT SOMEBODY SUDDENLY to overwhelm
the mind or emotions suddenly o seized by FﬂV‘L'ff-

seized) v 1. vt TAKE HoLD OF

selector

CcHoSEN chosen from severaletAhers and given Speciay
treatment or a special privilege o advance COples
sent to a select few 4. DISCRIMINATING showing care ang
discernment when choosing o foreign films whigy
generally attract @ seleclt audience’ (James
Berardinelli, Review: Deception; 1993) m n SOMEBony
OR SOMETHING CHOSEN somebody or something chosen
from among others,. often on the basis of high
quality (often used in the plural) IMid-16C. < Lagip
select-, past participle of seligere < legere 'pick out] —

vt AFFECT SOMEBODY PHYSICALLY to overwhelm so
physically o Yet another spasm seized him. 5. vt
APPROPRIATE SOMETHING to take official or legal pos-
session of something, often something held l].!ega].ly
such as arms, drugs, or stolen goods © The shipment
was seized by customs officials. 6. vt ARREST SOMEBODY
to take somebody into custody © seized the suspect;

adj —selectee /si &k tee/ n—selectness

select committee n a small group of members of
parliament instructed by either the House of
Commons or the House of Lords to investigate anq
report on a specific matter

selection /si [éksh'n/ n 1. SOMEBODY OR SOMETHING CHosey

dy or something chosen from among others

after a chase 1. vti to S

an idea or concept, especially quickly 8. vi STOP
WORKING to become jammed, especially as a result of
great heat, pressure, or friction, often arising ﬁom_
Jack of lubrication o The clutch has seized up. 9 vi
STIFFEN UP to become painfully stiff and immobile o
My leg’s just seized up. 10. visTop to come to a sudlden
and sometimes permanent halt o The negotiations
seized up after the most recent incident. 11. vt LAW
GIVE LEGAL to make body the
legal owner of property or goods o The families were
seized of all the relevant documentation. 12. vt NAUT
LASH SOMETHING to tie or secure something by lashing
it using several turns of thin rope or wire [13C.
Via Old French saisir < medieval Latin sacire ‘to claim’
< Germanic] —seizable adj —seizer n < seized of 1.
LAW in control of 2. engaged with and interested in
(formal)

Seizin n Law another spelling of seisin

seizing /seezing/ n a knot or lashing made using thin
rope or wire, e.g. to join two ropes or to secure an
item of ship’s gear

Seizure /seezhar/ n 1. ACT OF SEIZING SOMETHING the seizing
of i i the taking of i
by force or the official or legal appropriation of
something 2. FACT OF BEING SEIZED capture or ap-
propriation 3. DISEASE ATTACK a sudden attack of an
illness or condition, especially of the kind ex-
perienced by people with epilepsy 4. EMOTIONAL FIT &
sudden and intense rush of emotion o a seizure of
panic

sejant /seejont/, sejeant adj in heraldry, used to de-
scribe a figure on a coat of arms that is in a sitting
position [15C. < French séant < Latin sedere ‘sit’]

Sejm /saym/ n the national parliament of Poland. It
has a single legislative chamber. [Late 19C. < Polish,
‘assembly’]

Sekondi-Takoradi /seken dee take raadi/ capital of
‘Western Region, southwestern Ghana, situated 193
km/120 mi. southwest of Accra. Population: 116,500
(1990).

selachian /si layki on/ n a fish of the order that
includes all sharks, rays, and skates. Order: Se-
lachii. [Mid-19C. < modern Latin selachii < Greek selakha
‘shark'] —selachian adj

selaginella /si 14jji nélla, séllsji-/ n a mossy plant
with branching stems and small leaves bearing
spores. Genus: Selaginella. [Mid-19C. < modern Latin
< Latin selago, herb similar to savin]

selah /seels, -laa/ interj used to perform a punctuating
function between verses of the Bible. It is an ancient
Hebrew word of unknown meaning and uncertain
grammatical status that appears in some books of
the Bible and is therefore, when included in English
translations, left untranslated. [Mid-16C. < Hebrew
selah]

Selby /séIbi/ market town and port on the River Ouse
in North Yorkshire, northern England. Population:
76,468 (2001).

seldom /séldsm/ adv not often [Old English seldum,
seldan < Germanic] —seldomness n

select /si 16kt vti (-lects, -lecting, -lected) cHoosE From
OTHERS to choose somebody or something from
among several o selected a chocolate from the box m
adj 1. OF 600D QUAUTY chosen on grounds of
particularly high quality 2. HAVING LIMITED MEMBERSHIP
admitting only a few carefully chosen members o
one of the more select gentlemen’s clubs 3. SPECIALLY

o among the judges’ final selection 2. AVAILABLE cHoicg
the range from which _somequy or something can
be selected o @ fantastic selection of carpets 3. act o
cHOOSING an act of choosing somebody or something
from a wide variety of others 4. CHOSEN STATE the
status of somebody or something chosen from
among others 5. GENETICS SURVIVAL OF FITTEST the
process by which organisms that adapt well to their
environment produce offspring, while those that do
not adapt die out, resulting in gradual changes
in a species. Selection may take place naturally
(natural selection) or as the result of breeding
for specific istics (artificial selection). 6.
GAMBLING GAMBLER'S CHOICE 2 competitor on whom a bet
is placed, especially in horse-racing o always q
popular selection here at Goodwood 7. Aus Piect oF
LAND FROM GOVERNMENT in colonial Australia, a plot of
land acquired through the system of free selection
[Early 17C. < Latin selection- < select- (see SELECT)]

selection box n a selection of chocolate bars and
other sweets made by the same manufacturer, pack-
aged in a seasonally decorated box to be used as a
gift to a child at Christmas

selectionist /si léksh'nist/ n a believer or promoter
of the theory that natural selection is the chief or
only force governing biological development

selection rule na rule derived from quantum mech-
anics that governs whether changes may or may
not occur in quantized systems such as molecules,
atoms, or nuclei

selective /si 1éktiv/ adj 1. NoT UNIVERSAL applying to
some but not others 2. DISCERNING tending to make
careful choices 3. ELECTRONICS RECEIVING ON SOME FRE-
QUENCIES ONLY describes an electronic receiver capable
of selecting some frequencies or frequency bands
and blocking out all others, and therefore elim-
inating interference in reception —selectively adv—
selectiveness n

selective attention n the ability to pay attention t0
those things that are considered important and to
ignore those that are not

selective high school n in Australia, a secondary
school open to students who have achieved a spe-
cific academic standard in specially set exams

selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor n a drug
that increases serotonin levels in synapses, &
sulting in elevation of mood. Use: antidepressant

selective service n a system for calling up men o
US military service, which requires almost al-l men
between the ages of 18 and 25 to register with the
relevant agency. In the event of a draft, men W)
be called in a sequence determined by 2 random
lottery number and year of birth.

selectivity /si 16k tiwati/ n 1. CHOOSING ONLY SIME ﬂf[
choosing of only some, not all, and the exercl.smglsK
judgment in making the choice 2. ABILTY T0 D'ISTINEU. o
FREQUENCIES the degree to which an electronic de;:‘rl;;]
or circuit can distinguish a desired ﬁ'qulenC}’ its
other adjacent frequencies, as in the tuning C“c‘:ﬂl N
in radio or television receivers 3. PUBLIC Atﬂai
WELFARE PRINCIPLE the principle that governmert tost
should be given only to those shown to be in grea
need &

selector /si léktar/ n 1. a person that selects som
thing, especially somebody responsible for selec! e
the members of a team o in meetings betweer
team captain and selectors 2. a device for selec!
a particular function or setting of a machin®
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D
N ) istinct from the
sepaloid /sépps loyd/ adj ing or g be and distin
as a sepal others oo bredks
. np—
separable /sépparat'l/ adj capable of being divided,  SEP: ks King away
taken apart, & remcved{ cither from each other ot away from or who ;Zsa:;:) rfm.;(r”::; \f;;;eza e to el
from something else —separability /sépparo billoti/ from a group, organ! 5

n—separableness n —separably adv

Separate adj /sépparat/ 1. APART not touching or con-
nected, not together, or not in the same place o
They slept in separate rooms. 2. UNRELATED distinct
from or unrelated to something else o treated it as
a separate issue 3. DIFFERENT not shared with some-
body or something else o The book will be sent to
Yyou under separate cover. m v /séppa rayt/ (-rates,
~rating, -rated) 1. vt MOVE OR KEEP SOMETHING APART to move
two or more people or things away from each other,
or prevent people or things from coming into
contact with each other o Somehow we got separated
in the crowd. 2. vt BE BETWEEN THINGS to stand or lie
between one person or thing and another 3. vt
DISTINGUISH PEOPLE OR THINGS to be the factor that makes
two people or things different from one another o
His ready wit separated him from his classmates. 4.
Vi COME APART to come apart or stop being attached or
connected 5. vi PART COMPANY to leave one another and
go off in different directions o The group separated
soon after lunch. 6. vi CEASE LIVING AS COUPLE to stop
living together as a couple 7. vt CATEGORIZE SOMEBODY OR

who favours keeping members of racial, religious,
gender, or cultural groups separate —’se_parall_sm n—
separatist adj —separatistic Iséppara tistik/ adj
ive /sépperativ/ adj tending to become sepa-

ser';?era:xlﬂ makepgomething ‘become separate —sepa-
ratively adv

sepd. abbr US separated

seperate incorrect spelling of separate

Sephardi /se faardi/ (plural -dim /-dim/) n a Jew of
Spanish or Portuguese origin, or one who is not of
German or eastern European descent (Ashkenazi)
[Mid-19C. < modern Hebrew < séparad, land of exile
mentioned in the Bible] —Sephardic adj

sepia /see pi a/ n 1. REDDISH-BROWN PIGMENT a deep
reddish-brown pigment made from the dark liquid
in the ink sacs of various species of cuttlefish, or
an artificial form of it, used in painting 2. ARTs sepia
DRAWING OR PHOTOGRAPH a drawing done in sepia, or a
photograph with a brownish tone 3. coLOURS paRk
BROWN a dark brown colour tinged with yellow or
red 4. PHOTOGRAPHY BROWNISH COLOUR IN PHOTOGRAPHS a

SOMETHING to put or into

different categories or groups 8. vt SHOW HOW THINGS
DIFFER to see or show that two or more things are
different or not o 7ry to separate the issues and
establish priorities. 9. vti DIVIDE to split something
into component parts, or be split into component
parts 10. vt/ MAKE OR BECOME INDEPENDENT to leave a larger
group and become independent, or cause part of a
larger group to leave and form an independent
unit 11, vt N Am RELEASE OR FIRE SOMEBODY to dismiss
somebody from a job, or release somebody from
military service m separates /sépparats/ np/ CLOTHING
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS OF CLOTHING articles of women'’s clothing
that can be bought as individual items and worn in
various combinations, e.g. blouses, skirts, jackets,
and trousers [15C. < Latin separat-, past participle of
separare, literally ‘arrange apart’ < parare ‘make ready’] —
p: ly adv n p: [-raytar/ n
separate off vt to divid or ing from
a larger group or unity .
separate out v 1. vti to come out of a mixture and
form a distinct mass, or make something do so 2.
vt to be the factor that makes two people or things
different from one another

separated /séppa raytid/ adj 1. LIVING APART WHILE MARRIED
o longer living together as a couple but still legally
married 2. POSITIONED APART moved apart so as not to
be touching or connected, not together, or not in
the same place o geographically separated families
3. vineD split' into component parts o separated eggs

separating funnel /séppa rayting-/ n a large funnel
that has a valve in its output tube. Use: separation
of liquids that do not mix. “

separation /sépps raysh'n/ n 1. KEEPING OF THINGS APART
the act or process of separating things or people 2.
STATE OF BEING APART the state or duration'of being apart
from other things or people 3. PLACE OF MEETING OR SPACE
BETWEEN a place, line, or mark that shows where two
things meet, or the gap between them 4. AGREEMENT
NOT TO LIVE TOGETHER the act ‘of stopping living together
as husband and wife while remaining married, or
a formal agreement to do so, especially one made
in a court of law 5. pivisioN the splitting of something
into its component parts 6. DUMPING PART OF ROCKET the
act of detaching the rear section of a multistage
rocket when it is burnt out, or the time when this
happens 7. N Am DEPARTURE FROM GROUP dismissal from
a job, or release from military service [15C. Via
French < Latin- separation- < sepatat- (see SEPARATE)]
separation anxiety n a state of anxiety caused in
somebody, especially a young chl]d by the thought
or fact of being separated from his or her mother
or primary caregiver
separationist /séppa réysh'nist/ n, adj PoL same as
separatist
separation of powers n in the United States, the
constitutional requirement that each of the three
branches of government, executive, judicial, and

ish tone produced by some photographic pro-
cesses, i een in early [14c.
Via Latin < Greek sépia ‘cuttlefish'] —sepia adj

Sepik /séppik/ river on eastern New Guinea. Length:
1,100 km/700 mi.

sepiolite /seepi o It/ n a clayey hydrated magnesium
silicate mineral, formed by hydrothermal alteration
of basic igneous rocks. N Am term meerschaum [Mid-
19C. < German Sepiolith < Greek sépion ‘cuttlefish bone’
< sépia ‘cuttlefish’]

SEpoy /see poy/ n in former British India, an Indian
soldier under British command, especially one who
served in the British East India Company [Early 18C.
< Persian, Urdu sipaht ‘horseman, soldier']

Sepoy Mutiny, Sepoy Rebellion n HisT same as Indian
y

Mutin,

Seppo /séppd/ (plural-pos) n ANZan offensive term for
a citizen of the United States [Late 20C. < shortening of
SEPTIC TANK, rhyming slang for YANK]

seppuku /se pookoo/'n CULTL ANTHROP same ashara-
Kiri [Late 19C. < Japanese < sefsu ‘to cut' (< Middle Chinese
tshet) + fuku ‘abdomen’ (< Middle Chinese fuwk)]

sepsis /sépsiss/ n the condition or caused

S
€ptuy, let
a line of verse consisting of seven
[15C. < Latin septenarius < septeni ‘e
‘seven’]
septennia plural of septennium
seplenniallsepténnial/adijnvms "
years 2. HAPPENING EVERY 7 YEARS occurrinl:?:] 8 seven
SCVEN years W n SEPTENNIAL EVENT somatnes, VErY
happens every seven years [Mid-17¢, < m(g that
tennium (see SEPTENNIUM)] —Septemnially gy " e
septennium /sep ténni am/ (plural -niy
) mS or .nig /.
) na period of seven years Mid-15c. s, 212 M
‘seven’ + annus ‘year'] < Septem
septet /sep tét/, septette n 1. 7 MUSICAL PERropy
group of seven instrumentalists or sing
FOR 7 PERFORMERS a musical piece compos
instrumentalists or singers 3. croup o
seven people or things [Early 19C. < g
< Latin septem ‘seven’]
septi- prefix seven o septivalent [< Latin septem]
septic /séptik/ adj 1. full of or generatin
relating to, involving, or causing sepsis g.l),‘,'5 A2.
same as seppo (slang offensive) [Early 17¢. viy La:s
<Greek séptikos < sépein‘make rotten'] —sepically agy "
septicity /sep tissati/ n -
septicaemia /sépti seemi o/ n a disease caused b
toxic microorganisms in the bloodstream —semi!!
caemic adj
septicemia n mep US spelling of septicaemia
septicidal /sépti sid'l/ adj describes a fruit that splits
open along a septa, dividing the component carpels
[Early 19C. < SEPTUM + Latin -cidere 'to cut’ < caedere] —
septicidally adv
septic tank n a tank, usually underground, in which
human waste matter is decomposed by bacteria
Sept-lles /se teel/ city in southeastern Quebec,
Canada, on the St Lawrence River. Population:
23,636 (2001).
septillion /sep tillyan/ (plural -lions or same) n 1. Us
the number equal to 10%, written as 1 followed by
24 zeros 2. the number equal to 109, written as 1
followed by 42 zeros (dated) [Late 17C. < French < sept
‘seven’ + -illion as in million] —septillion adj—septillionth
adj, n
septime /sep teem/ n in fencing, the seventh of eight
positions from which a parry or attack can be made
[Late 19C. Via French < Latin septimus ‘seventh’ < septem
‘seven’]

Metricg)
ven each se:t?r:

MERS o
BETS 2. wyg
ed for seyey
72 Broup op
Iman Sepety

Iséptyoo aja nairi an/ n a person

by the presence of microorganisms or their toxins
in the tissue or the bloodstream [Late 19C. < Greek
s8psis < sépein ‘make rotten’] .

sept/sept/ n 1. a branch of a Scottish or Irish clan 2.
a section of a people that believes itself to be de-
scended from one particular ancestor [Early 16C.
Probably alteration of SECT]

2.BIBLE

between 70 and 79 years of age W adj between 70
and 79 years old [Early 18C. < Latin septuaginarius
< septuaginta ‘seventy’]

Septuagesima /séptyoo o jéssima/ n in the Christian
calendar, the third Sunday before Lent [14C. < Latin
septuagesima (dies) ‘seventieth (day)' < septuaginta 'sev-
enty’]

Sept. abbr 1. CALENDAR

septa anat, eng plural of septum

septarium /sep tairi am/ (plural -ia /-i /) n a nodule of
mineral coptaining cracks filled with crystalline
material [Late 18C. < modern Latin < Latin septum (see
SEPTUM)] —septarian adj

September /sep témbar, sap-/ n in the Gregorian
calendar, the ninth month of the year, lasting 30
days. See table at calendar [Pre-12C. Via French < Latin
< septem ‘seven’; because September was the 7th month of
the Roman year]

Septemher Massacre n the massacre of hundreds
of prisoners by mobs in Paris in September 1792,
during the French Revolution. The killings were
caused by fears of a counter-revolution by royalist

" prisoners, but most of those who were killed were
ordinary criminals.

Septembrist /sep témbrist, ssp/ n a member of the
Paris mob that carried out the September Massacre
in 1792

septenary /séptinari, sep teenari/ adj 1. of 7 relating
to the number seven 2. CONTAINING 7 made up of seven

int /séptyoo ajint/ n a Greek translation of
the Hebrew Bible made in the 3rd and 2nd centuries
BC to meet the needs of Greek-speaking Jews outside
Palestine. The Septuagint contains some books not
in the Hebrew canon. [Mid-16C. < Latin septuagint?
'seventy'; because about seventy translators were said 0
have worked on it]
septum /séptom/ (plural -ta /-ta/) n 1. a thin partition
or membrane dividing something into two or m:;e
cavities. include the ti P: 0
nostrils, each of the muscular membrﬂl:;:
separating the chambers of the heart, and ¢
internal dividing walls in the seed heads ofpnl’l{‘esa'
2. a thin partition that separates components it &
machine [Mid-17C. < Latin, ‘partition’ < s_epire ‘enclose’
< sepes ‘hedge’] —septal adj—septate adj o
septuple /séptycop’l, sép tyoop'l/ adj 1.7 TIMES RS m;s/e
seven times as many or as much as something eles
2. HAVING 7 PARTS consisting of seven pw mvti (;lpﬂmé
-pling, -pled) INCREASE BY 7 TIMES to multiply some! a1
by seven, or become seven times as much of £
many (formal) [Early 17C. < late Latin septuplus
septem 'seven']

. &ptycoplet/ n 1. oNE oF 7B0RY

people or things 3. TIME same as wu n(plural
-ries) 1. NUMBER 7 the number seven 2. GROUP 0F 7 a
group of seven people or things 3. 7 YEARS a period
of seven years 4. LITERAT LINE OF VERSE CONTAINING 7 FEET

P! 5 1o the
TOGETHER one of seven people or animals born s
same mother at one time 2. GROUP OF 7 2 gr':ms 5
seven people or things 3. MUSIC GROUP OF 7
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