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portable across operating 
systems. 120 is also designed to 
vvork with intelligent input/ 
output subsystems, with 
support for message passing 
between multiple independent 
processors, so that the host 
system can be relieved of all the 
interrupt-intensive tasks 
associated with servicing device 
drivers. Several operating system 
vendors, including SCO, 
Microsoft, and Novell, have 
announced support for 120 in 
future products.

Intelligent Hub See Smart hub.

Intelligent Terminal A terminal 
connected to a large computer, 
often a mainframe, that has 
some level of local computing 
power and can perform certain 
operations independently from 
the remote computer, but does 
not usually have any local 
disk-storage capacity.

Interactive Unix A version of 
Unix from Sun Microsystems 
based on AT&T’s System V 
Release 3.2 kernel.

Inter-Application 
Communication Abbr. IAC. In 
the Macintosh operating system, 
a feature of the System software
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that allows independent 
applications to share and 
exchange information. LAC takes 
two main forms: (1) Publish- 
and-subscribe, which allows 
users to create documents made 
of components created by 
multiple applications. (2) Apple 
events, which let one application 
control another. For example, 
two programs can share 
common data, and one program 
can request that the other 
perform some action. IAC is 
often referred to as program 
linking in the System manuals. 

Inter-exchange Carrier Abbr. 
IXC; sometimes Abbr. IEC. A 
term coined from the 
Telecommunications Act of 
1996 to describe voice and data 
long-distance telephone 
companies, including AT&T, 
MCI, Sprint, and Worldcom.

Interface The point at which a 
connection is made between two 
hardware devices, between a 
user and a program or operating 
system, or between two 
applications. In hardware, an 
interface describes the logical 
and physical connections, as in 
RS-232-C, and is often 
considered synonymous with

o
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the term port. A user interface 
consists of the means by which 
a program communicates with 
the user, including a command 
line, menus, dialog boxes, online 
help systems, and so on. User 
interfaces can be classified as 
character based, menu-driven, 
or graphical. Software interfaces 
are Application Programming 
Interfaces (APIs) and consist of 
the codes and messages used 
by programs to communicate 
behind the scenes.

Interface Standard Any standard 
way of connecting two devices 
or elements that have different 
functions. Personal computers 
use many different interface 
standards. These include Small 
Computer System Interface 
(SCSI), Integrated Drive 
Electronics (IDE), and the 
Enhanced Small Device 
Interface (ESDI) for hard disks; 
RS-232-C and the Centronics 
parallel interface for serial devices 
and parallel printers; and the 
OSI Reference Model for LAN 
communications over a network.

Interior Gateway Protocol Abbr. 
IGP. The protocol used on the 
Internet to exchange routing 

information between routers 
within the same domain.

Interior Gateway Routing 
Protocol Abbr. IGRP. A distance­
vector routing protocol from 
Cisco Systems for use in large 
heterogeneous networks.

Interleaved Memory A method 
of speeding up access by dividing 
dynamic RAM (DRAM) into 
two (or more) separate banks. 
DRAM requires that its contents 
be updated at least every 
thousandth of a second, and 
while this update is taking place, 
it cannot be read by the 
processor. Interleaved memory 
divides available memory into 
banks so that the processor can 
read from one bank while the 
other is cycling and so does not 
have to wait. Because interleaved 
memory does not require special 
hardware, it is one of the most 
cost-effective ways of speeding up 
system operation.

Internal Command Any 
operating system command that 
is not a separate program and is 
always available to the user. In 
MS-DOS, DIR, COPY, and 
TYPE are examples of internal 
commands.

Internal Mod 
plugs into th< 
a personal coj 
PCMCIA cor 
computer.
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unauthorizec 
from within

International 
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known as “I 
originally for 
mainframe 
introduced tl 
quickly emer 
standard. Sin 
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many change 
number 
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market hard'' 
peripheral < 
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also has a hi 
owns thousaj 
has introduci 
products, in 
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which repla 
many porta 
1000MHz cl 
hard disk drr 
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installed separately from the 
server installation program, and 
they are available for MS-DOS, 
Windows, and OS/2 
workstations.

NetWare Users International 
Abbr. NUI. An organization 
created to support distributed 
NetWare user groups, first 
formed in the mid-1980s. NUI 
now has 150 regional chapters 
and more than 140,000 
members worldwide. Users can 
present a united voice to Novell, 
giving feedback on new products 
and how to support and improve 
existing products. Although 
supported by Novell, NUI is 
completely independent from 
the company.

NetWire Novell’s online 
information service accessed 
through the commercial service 
CompuServe. It provides product 
information, press releases, 
technical support, downloadable 
patches, upgrades, and utilities. 

Network A group of computers 
and associated peripheral devices 
connected by a communications 
channel capable of sharing files 
and other resources among 
several users. A network can 

range from a peer-to-peer 
network connecting a small 
number of users in an office or 
department, to a LAN 
connecting many users over 
permanently installed cables and 
dial-up lines, to a MAN or 
WAN connecting users on 
several networks spread over a 
wide geographic area.

Network Address Translation 
Abbr. NAT. A term used to 
describe the process of 
converting between IP addresses 
on an intranet or other private 
network and Internet IP 
addresses.

Network Administrator The 
person responsible for the day- 
to-day operation and 
management of a network; also 
known as a system 
administrator. Duties of the 
network administrator can 
include the following: 
(1) Planning for future 
expansion (2) Installing new 
workstations and network 
peripheral devices (3) Adding 
and removing authorized users
(4) Backing up the system and 
archiving important files
(5) Assigning and changing 
passwords (6) Troubleshooting

network 
Monitoring : 
(8) Evaluatir 
Installing hai 
updates (10'
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