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1
HYBRID GATE PROCESS FOR
FABRICATING FINFET DEVICE

PRIORITY DATA

The present application is a divisional application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/756,662, filed Apr. 8, 2010,
which is incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to the field of
fabrication of semiconductor devices, and more specifically
to a method of fabricating a fin type field effect transistor
(FinFET) or portion thereof.

As the semiconductor industry has progressed into nanom-
eter technology process nodes in pursuit of higher device
density, higher performance, and lower costs, challenges
from both fabrication and design issues have resulted in the
development of three dimensional designs, such as a fin-like
field effect transistor (FinFET). A typical FinFET is fabri-
cated with a thin ‘fin’ extending from a substrate, for example,
etched into a silicon layer of the substrate. The channel of the
FET is formed in this vertical fin. A gate is provided over (e.g.,
wrapping) the fin. It is beneficial to have a gate on both sides
of'the channel allowing gate control of the channel from both
sides. Further advantages of FinFETs include reducing the
short channel effect and higher current flow.

Additionally, various materials have been implemented for
the gate electrode and gate dielectric in CMOS technology.
CMOS devices have typically been formed with a gate oxide
and polysilicon gate electrode. There has been a desire to
replace the gate oxide and polysilicon gate electrode with a
high-k gate dielectric and metal gate electrode to improve
device performance as feature sizes continue to decrease. A
gate last (or gate replacement) approach has been imple-
mented to address concerns of high temperature processing
on metal materials.

Therefore, what is desired is a method of fabricating Fin-
FET devices in a gate last process.

SUMMARY

One of the broader forms of an embodiment of the present
invention involves a method of fabricating a semiconductor
device. The method includes forming first and second fin
structures over first and second regions of a substrate, respec-
tively; forming first and second gate structures over the first
and second fin structures, respectively, the first and second
gate structures including first and second polysilicon (poly)
gates, respectively; forming an inter-level dielectric (ILD)
over the substrate; performing a chemical mechanical polish-
ing (CMP) on the ILD to expose the first and second poly
gates; forming a mask to protect the first poly gate of the first
gate structure; removing the second poly gate of the second
gate structure thereby forming a first trench; removing the
mask; partially removing the first poly gate of the first gate
structure thereby forming a second trench; forming a work
function metal layer partially filling the first and second
trenches; forming a fill metal layer filling a remainder of the
first and second trenches; and removing the metal layers
outside the first and second trenches.

Another one of the broader forms of an embodiment of the
present invention involves a method of fabricating a semicon-
ductor device. The method includes forming first and second
fin structures over first and second regions of a substrate,
respectively; forming first and second gate structures over the
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first and second fin structures, respectively, the first and sec-
ond gate structures including first and second polysilicon
(poly) gates, respectively; forming an inter-level dielectric
(ILD) over the substrate; performing a chemical mechanical
polishing (CMP) on the ILD to expose the first and second
poly gates; partially removing the first and second poly gates
of the first and second gate structures, respectively, thereby
forming first and second trenches in the first and second gate
structures, respectively; forming a mask to protect a remain-
ing portion of the first poly gate of the first gate structure;
removing a remaining portion of the second poly gate from
the second gate structure thereby extending the second
trench; removing the mask; forming a work function metal
layer partially filling the first and second trenches; forming a
fill metal layer filling a remainder of the first and second
trenches; and removing the metal layers outside the first and
second trenches.

Yet another one of the broader forms of an embodiment of
the present invention involves a semiconductor device. The
semiconductor device includes a substrate having first and
second regions; first and second fin structures disposed in the
first and second regions of the substrate, respectively; and first
and second gate structure disposed over the first and second
fin structures respectively. The first gate structure includes: a
first high-k dielectric layer; a doped polysilicon (poly) layer
disposed over the high-k dielectric layer; a first work function
layer disposed over the doped poly layer; and a first fill metal
layer disposed over the first work function layer. The second
gate structure includes: a second high-k dielectric layer; a
second work function layer disposed over the second high-k
dielectric layer, the second work function layer being formed
of a same material as the first work function layer; and a
second fill metal layer disposed over the second work func-
tion layer, the second fill metal layer being formed of a same
material as the first fill metal layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the present disclosure are best understood from
the following detailed description when read with the accom-
panying figures. It is emphasized that, in accordance with the
standard practice in the industry, various features are not
drawn to scale. In fact, the dimensions of the various features
may be arbitrarily increased or reduced for clarity of discus-
sion.

FIG. 11is a perspective view of an embodiment of a fin-like
field effect transistor (FinFET) device according to various
aspects of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of fabricating a semicon-
ductor device according to various aspects of the present
disclosure;

FIGS. 3-12 are cross-sectional views of a semiconductor
device with n-type and p-type FinFET devices at various
stages of fabrication according to the method of FIG. 2;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of another method of fabricating a
semiconductor device; and

FIGS. 14-18 are cross-sectional views of a semiconductor
device with n-type and p-type FinFET devices at various
stages of fabrication according to the method of FIG. 13.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure relates generally to semiconductor
devices and more particularly, to a FinFET device and method
of fabricating a FinFET device or portion of a device. It is
understood, however, that specific embodiments are provided
as examples to teach the broader inventive concept, and one of
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ordinary skill in the art can easily apply the teaching of the
present disclosure to other methods or apparatus. In addition,
it is understood that the methods and apparatus discussed in
the present disclosure include some conventional structures
and/or processes. Since these structures and processes are
well known in the art, they will only be discussed in a general
level of detail. Furthermore, reference numbers are repeated
throughout the drawings for sake of convenience and
example, and such repetition does not indicate any required
combination of features or steps throughout the drawings.
Moreover, the formation of a first feature over and on a second
feature in the description that follows may include embodi-
ments in which the first and second features are formed in
direct contact, and may also include embodiments in which
additional features may be formed interposing the first and
second features, such that the first and second features may
not be in direct contact.

Referring to FIG. 1, illustrated is a perspective view of an
embodiment of a FinFET device 100 according various
aspects of the present disclosure. The FinFET device 100
includes a substrate 102. In an embodiment, the substrate 102
includes a bulk silicon substrate. The substrate 102 may be
silicon in a crystalline structure. In other embodiments, the
substrate 102 may include other elementary semiconductors
such as germanium, or include a compound semiconductor
such as, silicon carbide, gallium arsenide, indium arsenide,
and indium phosphide. In some other embodiments, the sub-
strate 102 includes a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) substrate. The
SOI substrate may be fabricated using separation by implan-
tation of oxygen (SIMOX), wafer bonding, and/or other suit-
able methods.

The FinFET device 100 further includes fin structures 104,
106 (e.g., Si fins) that extend from the substrate 102. In other
embodiments, the fin structures 104, 106 may optionally
include germanium. The fin structures 104, 106 may be fab-
ricated by using suitable processes such as photolithography
and etch. In an embodiment, the fin structures 104, 106 are
etched from the substrate 102 using dry etch or plasma pro-
cesses. Shallow trench isolation (STI) structures 108 sur-
round the fins 104, 106. The STI structures 108 may include
any suitable insulating material. The fin structures 104, 106
may have a width (W) ranging from about 1 nm to about 100
nm. The fin structures 104, 106 may be spaced a distance (d)
ranging from 1 nm to about 1000 nm apart. The fin structures
104, 106 may have a height (H) ranging from about 1 nm to
about 100 nm. Itis understood that although two fin structures
are illustrated additional parallel fins may be formed in a
similar manner.

The FinFET device 100 further includes a gate structure
110. The gate structure 110 is formed on a central portion of
the fin structures 104, 106. In some embodiments, multiple
gate structures are formed over the fin structures. The gate
structure 110 may have a length (L) ranging from about 1 nm
to about 100 nm for advanced technology process nodes. The
length (L) of the gate structure 110 is measured in a direction
perpendicular the width (W) of the fin structures 104, 106.
The gate structure 110 may have a height (h) ranging from
about 100 angstrom (A) to about 5000 angstrom (A) after a
chemical mechanical polishing (CMP). The gate structure
110 includes a gate dielectric layer and a gate electrode. It is
understood that numerous other layers may also be present,
for example, capping layers, interface layers, spacer ele-
ments, and/or other suitable features. In an embodiment, the
gate dielectric layer may include an interfacial layer such as
silicon oxide. The gate dielectric layer may further include
other dielectric materials such as, silicon nitride, silicon
oxinitride, dielectric with a high dielectric constant (high-k),
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and/or combinations thereof. Examples of high-k dielectric
materials include hafnium oxide, zirconium oxide, aluminum
oxide, hafnium dioxide-alumina alloy, hatnium silicon oxide,
hafnium silicon oxynitride, hafnium tantalum oxide, hatnium
titanium oxide, hafnium zirconium oxide and/or combina-
tions thereof. The gate electrode may include polysilicon
and/or a metal including metal compounds such as, TiN, TaN,
NiSi, CoSi, Mo, Cu, W, Al, Co, and/or other suitable conduc-
tive materials. The gate electrode may be formed in a gate last
process (or gate replacement process) as will be explained
below.

The fin structures 104, 106 include a channel region 112
surrounded by the gate structure 110. The fin structures 104,
106 may be doped to provide a suitable channel for an N-type
FinFET (NMOS device) or P-type FInFET (PMOS device).
The fin structures 104, 106 may be doped using processes
such as, ion implantation, diffusion, annealing, and/or other
suitable processes. The fin structures 104, 106 include a
source region 114 and drain region 116 associated with the
FinFET device 100. The source region 114 and drain region
116 may include an epitaxial (epi) silicon (Si) or epi silicon
carbide (SiC) for an NMOS device, and epi silicon germa-
nium (SiGe) or epi germanium (Ge) for a PMOS device. The
FinFET device 100 may be a device included in a micropro-
cessor, memory cell (e.g., SRAM), and/or other integrated
circuits.

Referring to FIG. 2, illustrated is an embodiment of a
method 200 of fabricating a semiconductor device according
to various aspects of the present disclosure. The method 200
begins with block 202 in which a substrate having first and
second regions is provided. The method 200 continues with
block 204 in which first and second fin structures are formed
in the first and second regions of the substrate, respectively.
The method 200 continues with block 206 in which first and
second gate structures are formed over the first and second fin
structures, respectively. The first and second gate structures
include first and second polysilicon (poly) gates, respectively.
The method 200 continues with block 208 in which an inter-
level dielectric (ILD) is formed over the substrate. The
method 200 continues with block 210 in which a chemical
mechanical polishing (CMP) is performed on the ILD to
expose the first and second poly gates. The method 200 con-
tinues with block 212 in which a mask is formed to protect the
first poly gate of the first gate structure.

The method 200 continues with block 214 in which the
second poly gate of the second gate structure is removed
thereby forming a first trench. The method 200 continues with
block 216 in which the mask is removed. The method 200
continues with block 218 in which the first poly gate of the
first gate structure is partially removed thereby forming a
second trench. The method 200 continues with block 220 in
which a work function metal layer is formed partially filling
the first and second trenches. The method 200 continues with
block 222 in which a fill metal layer is formed filling a
remainder of the first and second trenches. The method 200
continues with block 224 in which the metal layers outside the
first and second trenches are removed. The discussion that
follows with reference to FIGS. 3-12 describes various
embodiments of a semiconductor device that can be fabri-
cated according to the method 200 of FIG. 2.

Referring to FIGS. 3-12, illustrated are cross sectional
views of a semiconductor device 300 at various stages of
fabrication according to the method 200 of FIG. 2. The semi-
conductor device 300 includes an NMOS FinFET device 302
and PMOS FinFET device 304. It should be noted that part of
the semiconductor device 300 may be fabricated with CMOS
technology process flow. Accordingly, it is understood that
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additional processes may be provided before, during, and
after the method 200 of FIG. 2, and that some other processes
may only be briefly described herein. It should also be noted
that only a portion of the NMOS device 302 and PMOS
device 304 is shown for the sake of clarity to better understand
the inventive concepts of the present disclosure. The semi-
conductor device 300 may be fabricated in a gate last process
(also referred to as a gate replacement process). In a gate last
process, a dummy poly gate structure is initially formed and
followed by normal CMOS process flow until deposition of
an inter-level dielectric (ILD). A chemical mechanical pol-
ishing (CMP) is performed on the ILD to expose the dummy
poly gate structure. The dummy poly gate structure may then
be removed and replaced with a metal gate structure.

In FIG. 3, the semiconductor device 300 is shown follow-
ing an epitaxial process that forms an epi Si for source and
drain regions of the NMOS device 302, and an epitaxial
process that forms an epi SiGe for source and drain regions of
the PMOS device 304. The semiconductor device 300
includes a substrate 306 such as a bulk silicon substrate in a
crystalline structure. In other embodiments, the substrate 306
may include other elementary semiconductors such as ger-
manium, or include a compound semiconductor such as, sili-
con carbide, gallium arsenide, indium arsenide, and indium
phosphide. In some other embodiments, the substrate 306
includes a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) substrate. The SOI sub-
strate may be fabricated using separation by implantation of
oxygen (SIMOX), wafer bonding, and/or other suitable meth-
ods.

Fin structures 308 are formed for the NMOS device 302
and fin structures 310 are formed for the PMOS device 304.
Although only one fin structure is illustrated in each of the
NMOS device 302 and PMOS device 304, it is understood
that multiple fins may be formed in each device as was illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The fin structures 308, 310 may be fabricated
using suitable processes including photolithography and etch
processes. The photolithography process may include form-
ing a photoresist layer (resist) overlying the substrate 306,
exposing the resist to a pattern, performing post-exposure
bake processes, and developing the resist to form a masking
element including the resist. The masking element may then
be used to etch the fin structures 308, 310 into the substrate
306. The fin structures 308, 310 may be etched using reactive
ion etch (RIE) and/or other suitable processes. The fin struc-
tures 308, 310 may have a width ranging from about 20 to
about 30 nm. A dielectric may be deposited and etched form
shallow trench isolation (STI) structures 312 surround the fin
structures 308, 310.

In an embodiment, the fin structures may be formed by
double-patterning lithography (DPL) process. DPL is a
method of constructing a pattern on a substrate by dividing
the pattern into two interleaved patterns. DPL allows
enhanced feature (e.g., fin) density. Various DPL methodolo-
gies may used including, double exposure (e.g., using two
mask sets), forming spacers adjacent features and removing
the features to provide a pattern of spacers, resist freezing,
and/or other suitable processes.

Gate structures 314, 316 formed over a central portion of
the fin structures 308, 310, respectively. The gate structures
314, 316 each includes a gate dielectric layer 322, 323 respec-
tively. In an embodiment, the gate dielectric layer 322, 323
may include an interfacial layer. The interfacial layer may
include a silicon oxide layer (e.g., thermal or chemical oxide
formation) having a thickness ranging from about 5 to about
10 angstrom (A). Alternatively, the interfacial layer may
include HfSiO or SiON formed by atomic layer deposition
(ALD), chemical vapor deposition (CVD), physical vapor
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deposition (PVD), thermal oxidation, or combinations
thereof. The gate dielectric layer 322, 323 may further include
a high-k dielectric layer formed on the interfacial layer. The
high-k dielectric layer may be formed by atomic layer depo-
sition (ALD) or other suitable technique. The high-k dielec-
tric layer may include a thickness ranging from about 1 to
about 200 angstrom (A). The high-k dielectric layer may
include hafnium oxide (HfOx). Alternatively, the high-k
dielectric layer may optionally include other high-k dielec-
trics such as hafnium silicon oxide (HfSiO), hatnium silicon
oxynitride (HfSiON), hafnium tantalum oxide (HfTaO),
hafnium titanium oxide (HfSiO), hafnium zirconium oxide
(HfZrO), and combinations thereof.

The gate structures 314, 316 may further include a cap
layer 324, 325 formed over the gate dielectric layer 322, 323,
respectively. The cap layer 324, 325 includes TiN having a
thickness ranging from about 5 to about 1000 angstrom (A).
Alternatively, the capping layer may include TaN. The cap
layer 324, 325 may function as a barrier between the high-k
dielectric layer and a subsequent dummy poly gate structure
to reduce or eliminate the risk of Fermi level pinning between
the poly and the high-k dielectric during processing. The cap
layer may be formed by various deposition techniques such as
ALD, PVD, CVD, or other suitable technique.

The gate structures 314, 316 further include a polysilicon
(or poly) layer 326, 327 formed over the cap layer 324, 325,
respectively, by a suitable deposition process. For example,
silane (SiH4), di-silane (Si2H6), or di-clorsilane (SiC12H4)
may be used as a chemical gas in a CVD process to form the
poly layer 326, 327. The poly layer 326, 327 may be referred
to as a dummy poly layer since it will be replaced with a metal
gate electrode as will be discussed below. The poly layer 326,
327 may include a thickness ranging from about 200 to about
2000 angstrom (A). Alternatively, an amorphous silicon layer
may optionally be formed instead of the polysilicon layer.

The gate structures 314, 316 may further include a hard
mask layer 328, 329 formed on the poly layer 326, 327,
respectively. The hard mask layer 328, 329 may include sili-
con oxide, silicon nitride, silicon oxynitride, silicon carbide,
and/or other suitable dielectric materials, and may be formed
using a method such as CVD or PVD. The hard mask layer
328, 329 may include a thickness ranging from about 100 to
about 4000 angstrom (A). Additionally, an antireflective coat-
ing layer or bottom antireflective coating (BARC) layer may
be used to enhance a photolithography process for patterning
a photoresist layer.

One exemplary method for patterning the various layers to
form the gate structures 314, 316 is disclosed. After deposit-
ing the poly layer, a CMP is performed on the poly layer to
planarize the poly. A hard mask layer is deposited on the
planarized poly layer. A layer of photoresist is formed on the
hard mask layer by a suitable process, such as spin-on coat-
ing, and then patterned to form a patterned photoresist feature
by a proper lithography patterning method. The patterned
photoresist layer is formed on the hard mask layer. The pat-
tern of the photoresist layer is transferred to the hard mask
layer and then transferred to the other layers to form the gate
structures 314, 316. The STI 312 may be used as an etch stop
layer when patterning the gate structures 314, 316.

The gate structures 314, 316 may further include sealing
spacers 332, 333 disposed on sidewalls of the gate structures.
The sealing spacers 332, 333 may be formed of silicon oxide
or other suitable dielectric material. The sealing spacers 332,
333 may be formed by depositing the dielectric layer and dry
etching the dielectric layer. Implantation processes may be
performed to form lightly doped drain regions of an n-type
(referred to as nLLDD) in the NMOS device 302 and of a
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p-type (referred to as pL.DD) in the PMOS device 304. The
gate structures 314, 316 may further include dummy spacers
334, 335 disposed on the sealing spacers 332, 333, respec-
tively. The dummy spacers 334, 335 may include a multi-
layer structure such as silicon nitride and silicon oxide. The
dummy spacers 334, 335 may be formed by depositing the
silicon nitride and silicon oxide layers, and dry etching the
layers.

A process is performed to grow epitaxial (epi) silicon (Si)
336 on exposed portions of the fin structure 308 at either side
of the gate structure 314. The epi Si 336 is formed without
etching a recess in the fin structure 308. Additionally, a pro-
cess is performed to grow epi silicon germanium (SiGe) 338
in a recess of the fin structure 310 at either side of the gate
structure 316. A protection layer is formed to protect the
NMOS device 302 when etching exposed portions of the fin
structure 310 in the PMOS device 304. The recess is formed
by a dry etching, wet etching, or combination thereof. For
example, a dry etching removes portions of the fin structure
310 that are unprotected or exposed. In some embodiments, a
pre-cleaning process may be performed to clean the recess
with HF or other suitable solution. The epi Si 336 may be
doped with n-type dopants, such as phosphorous or arsenic, to
form source and drain regions (S/D regions) of the NMOS
device 302. In other embodiments, epi SiC may be used
instead of the ep Si in the NMOS device 302. The epi SiGe
338 may be doped with p-type dopants, such as boron, to form
source and drain regions (S/D regions) of the PMOS device
304. In some embodiments, main sidewall spacers may be
formed in place of the dummy spacers 334, 335 prior to
implanting the n-type and p-type dopants.

In FIG. 4, the semiconductor device 300 further includes
silicide features 340 disposed on source/drain regions (S/D
regions) of the epi Si 336 in the NMOS device 302 and on
source/drain regions (S/D regions) of the epi SiGe 338 in the
PMOS device 304. In some embodiments, silicide features
340 may be formed by silicidation such as self-aligned sili-
cide (salicide) in which a metal material is formed over the
substrate including next to the epi Si 336 and ep SiGe 338,
then the temperature is raised to anneal and cause reaction
between underlying silicon and the metal to form silicide, and
un-reacted metal is etched away. The salicide features 340
may be self-aligned to be formed on the source and drain
regions of the NMOS 302 and PMOS 304 devices to reduce
contact resistance. It is noted that the hard mask layer 328,
329 prevents silicidation of the underlying poly layer 326,
327 in the gate structures 314, 316, respectively.

In FIG. 5, following the silicidation process, the hard mask
layer 328, 329 is removed from the gate structures 314,316 by
an etching process. The etching process may include a dry
etching, wet etching, or combination thereof.

In FIG. 6, a contact etch stop layer (not shown) may be
formed over the substrate 306 including over the gate struc-
tures 314, 316, silicide features 340, and ST1 312. Addition-
ally, an inter-level dielectric (ILD) 341 is formed over the
substrate 306. The ILD 341 may include a oxide formed by a
high aspect ratio process (HARP) and/or high density plasma
(HDP) deposition process. Thereafter, a CMP process may be
performed on the ILD 341 to planarize and polish the IL.D
until the poly layers 326, 327 are exposed in the gate struc-
tures 314, 316 respectively.

In FIG. 7, a patterned photoresist layer 342 is formed to
protect the NMOS device 302 region. For example, a photo-
lithography process may include forming a photoresist layer
(resist) overlying the substrate, exposing the resist to a pat-
tern, performing post-exposure bake processes, and develop-
ing the resist to form the patterned resist layer 342.
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In FIG. 8, the poly layer 327 is removed from the gate
structure 316 thereby forming a trench 344. The poly layer
327 may be removed by a wet or dry etch process. For
example, a wet etch process may include exposure to a
hydroxide containing solution (e.g., ammonium hydroxide),
deionized water, and/or other suitable etchant solutions. The
cap layer 325 may function as an etch stop layer for the
etching.

In FIG. 9, the patterned resist layer 342 is removed by a
stripping or other suitable technique. The poly layer 326 is
partially removed from the gate structure 314 thereby form-
ing atrench 346. The poly layer 326 may be partially removed
by a wet or dry etch process. A remaining poly layer 326a in
the gate structure 314 may have a thickness ranging from
about 1 nm to about 100 nm. It is noted that the remaining
poly layer 3264 was doped during deposition of the poly layer
prior to etching the gate structures 314, 316. Accordingly, the
remaining poly layer 326a is a conductive layer of the gate
electrode of the NMOS device 302. Thus, the present process
may be considered as ahybrid gate last process since a portion
of the gate electrode is formed in a gate first process and
another portion of the gate electrode is formed in a gate last
process as will be discussed below.

In FIG. 10, a work function metal layer 348 is formed over
the substrate 306 partially filling the trenches 344, 346. In an
embodiment, the work function metal layer 348 includes a
p-type work function metal (P-metal) layer may be formed in
a portion of the trenches 344, 346. The P-metal layer may be
formed by ALD, PVD, CVD, or other suitable process. Fur-
ther, the P-metal layer may include a single metal layer or
multi-metal layer structure with a sufficiently high effective
work function (EWF) value for properly performing in the
PMOS device 304. The P-metal layer may include a TiN layer
having a thickness ranging from about 40 nm to about 60 nm,
and a TaN layer having a thickness ranging from about 15 nm
to about 25 nm. Alternatively, the P-metal layer may include
other materials such as Ru, Mo, Al, WN, and combinations
thereof. It is noted that the P-metal layer overlying the
remaining poly layer 3264 in the gate structure 314 does not
adversely effect the performance in the NMOS device 302.

In FIG. 11, a fill metal layer 350 is formed over the sub-
strate 306 filling in remaining portions of the trenches 344,
346. In an embodiment, the fill metal layer 350 includes
aluminum (Al). A Ti layer may be formed to serve as a wetting
layer. The Ti layer may be formed by PVD or other suitable
technique. An Al layer may be formed over the Ti layer filling
the remainder of the trenches 344, 346. The Al layer may be
formed by CVD, PVD, or other suitable technique. Alterna-
tively, the fill metal layer may include copper (Cu) and tung-
sten (W).

In FIG. 12, a CMP is performed to planarize the semicon-
ductor device 300 and remove the metal layers outside of the
trenches 344, 346. Following the CMP, portions of the work
function metal layer 348a, 3486 and fill metal layer 350q,
3505 remain in the trenches 344, 346, respectively. Accord-
ingly, metal gates are formed in the gate structures 314,316 of
the NMOS 302 and PMOS 304 devices, respectively. It is
understood that the semiconductor device 300 may undergo
further processing to complete fabrication. For example, a
multilayer interconnection (MLI) including metal layers
(e.g., M1, M2, etc.) and inter-metal dielectric (IMD) is
formed on the substrate to electrically connect various device
features to form a integrated circuit. The multilayer intercon-
nection includes vertical interconnects, such as conventional
vias or contacts, and horizontal interconnects, such as metal
lines. The various interconnection features may implement
various conductive materials including copper, tungsten and
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silicide. In one example, a damascene process is used to form
copper multilayer interconnection structure.

Referring to FIG. 13, illustrated is another embodiment of
a method 400 of fabricating a semiconductor device accord-
ing to various aspects of the present disclosure. The method
400 begins with block 402 in which a substrate having first
and second regions is provided. The method 400 continues
with block 404 in which first and second fin structures are
formed in the first and second regions of the substrate, respec-
tively. The method 400 continues with block 406 in which
first and second gate structures are formed over the first and
second fin structures, respectively. The first and second gate
structures include first and second polysilicon (poly) gates,
respectively. The method 400 continues with block 408 in
which an inter-level dielectric (ILD) is formed over the sub-
strate. The method 400 continues with block 410 in which a
chemical mechanical polishing (CMP) is performed on the
ILD to expose the first and second poly gates. The method 400
continues with block 412 in which the first and second poly
gates are partially removed thereby forming first and second
trenches in the first and second gate structures, respectively.

The method 400 continues with block 414 in which a mask
is formed to protect a remaining portion of the first poly gate
of the first gate structure. The method 400 continues with
block 416 in which a remaining portion of the second poly
gate is removed thereby extending the second trench. The
method 400 continues with block 418 in which the mask is
removed. The method 400 continues with block 420 in which
a work function metal layer is formed partially filling the first
and second trenches. The method 400 continues with block
422 in which a fill metal layer is formed filling a remainder of
the first and second trenches. The method 400 continues with
block 424 in which the metal layers outside the first and
second trenches are removed. The discussion that follows
with reference to FIGS. 14-18 describes various embodi-
ments of a semiconductor device that can be fabricated
according to the method 400 of FIG. 13.

Referring to FIGS. 14-18, illustrated are cross sectional
views of a semiconductor device 500 at various stages of
fabrication according to the method 400 of FIG. 13. The
semiconductor device 500 is similar to the semiconductor
device 300 except for the differences discussed below.
Accordingly, similar features in FIGS. 3-12 and 14-18 are
numbered the same for the sake of simplicity and clarity. It
should be noted that part of the semiconductor device 500
may be fabricated with a CMOS process flow. Accordingly, it
is understood that additional processes may be provided
before, during, and after the method 400 of FIG. 13, and that
some other processes may only be briefly described herein.
The semiconductor device 500 may undergo the same pro-
cessing that was disclosed with reference to FIGS. 3-6 for
semiconductor device 300. FIG. 14 illustrates the semicon-
ductor device 500 at the same stage of fabrication as illus-
trated in FIG. 6 for the semiconductor device 300. The poly
layers 326, 327 are exposed following the CMP on the ILD
341.

In FIG. 15, the poly layers 326, 327 are partially removed
from the gate structures 314, 316, respectively, thereby form-
ing trenches 502, 504. The poly layers 326, 327 are partially
removed from the gate structures 314, 316 thereby forming
trenches 502, 504. The poly layers 326, 327 may be partially
removed by a wet or dry etch process. For example, a wet etch
process may include exposure to a hydroxide containing solu-
tion (e.g., ammonium hydroxide), deionized water, and/or
other suitable etchant solutions. A remaining poly layer 326a,
327a in the gate structures 314, 316 may have a thickness
ranging from about 5 nm to about 50 nm.
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In FIG. 16, a patterned photoresist layer 510 is formed to
protect the NMOS device 302 region. For example, a photo-
lithography process may include forming a photoresist layer
(resist) overlying the substrate, exposing the resist to a pat-
tern, performing post-exposure bake processes, and develop-
ing the resist to form the patterned resist layer 510.

In FIG. 17, the remaining poly layer 327a is removed from
the gate structure 316 thereby extending the trench 504. The
cap layer 325 may function as an etch stop layer for the
etching. It is noted that the remaining poly layer 326q in the
gate structure 314 was doped during deposition of the poly
layer prior to etching the gate structures 314, 316. Accord-
ingly, the remaining poly layer 326q is a conductive layer of
the gate electrode of the NMOS device 302. Thus, the present
process may be considered as a hybrid gate last process since
aportion of the gate electrode is formed in a gate first process
and another portion of the gate electrode is formed in a gate
last process.

In FIG. 18, the patterned resist layer 510 is removed by a
stripping or other suitable technique. The semiconductor
device 500 may undergo the same processing that was dis-
closed with reference to FIGS. 10-12 to complete fabrication.
In the embodiments disclosed herein, it is noted that replacing
the poly layer with metal in FinFET devices can increase the
SiGe/SiC stress upon the channel region of the PMOS/
NMOS devices. The FinFET device has a higher metal gate
stress sensitivity than a planar FET device due to its gate warp
around configuration. The stress increases as the fin width
decreases. Further, the gate last process to replace the poly
layer is less complicated in the FinFET device as compared to
the gate last process to replace the poly layer in a planar FET
device.

The foregoing has outlined features of several embodi-
ments so that those skilled in the art may better understand the
detailed description that follows. Those skilled in the art
should appreciate that they may readily use the present dis-
closure as a basis for designing or modifying other processes
and structures for carrying out the same purposes and/or
achieving the same advantages of the embodiments intro-
duced herein. Those skilled in the art should also realize that
such equivalent constructions do not depart from the spirit
and scope of the present disclosure, and that they may make
various changes, substitutions and alterations herein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
For example, although the embodiments have been disclosed
in a gate last process (or gate replacement process), the semi-
conductor device may be formed in high-k dielectric last
process.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of fabricating a semiconductor device, com-
prising:

forming first and second fin structures in first and second
regions of a substrate, respectively;

forming first and second gate structures over the first and
second fin structures, respectively, the first and second
gate structures including first and second polysilicon
(poly) gates, respectively;

forming an inter-level dielectric (ILD) over the substrate;

performing a chemical mechanical polishing (CMP) on the
ILD to expose the first and second poly gates;

partially removing the first and second poly gates of the
first and second gate structures, respectively, thereby
forming first and second trenches in the first and second
gate structures, respectively;

forming a protection layer to protect a remaining portion of
the first poly gate of the first gate structure;
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removing a remaining portion of the second poly gate from

the second gate structure thereby extending the second

trench;

removing the protection layer;

forming a work function metal layer partially filling the

first and second trenches;

forming a fill metal layer filling a remainder of the first and

second trenches; and

removing the metal layers outside the first and second

trenches.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein forming the first and
second gate structures includes forming the first and second
poly gates such that the first and second poly gates are doped.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first gate structure
forms part of an n-type metal-oxide-semiconductor (NMOS)
device and wherein the second gate structure forms part of a
p-type MOS (PMOS) device.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising epitaxially
growing silicon (Si) on portions of the first fin structure at
either side of the first gate structure.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

etching portions of the second fin structure at either side of

the second gate structure thereby forming a recess; and

epitaxially growing silicon germanium (SiGe) in the
recess.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein forming the work func-
tion metal layer includes forming a p-type work function
metal layer.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein forming the first and
second gate structures includes forming a high-k dielectric
layer underlying each of the first and second poly gates.

8. A semiconductor device, comprising:

a substrate having first and second regions;

first and second fin structures disposed in the first and

second regions of the substrate, respectively;

first and second gate structure disposed over the first and

second fin structures respectively, wherein portions of

the first fin structure at either side of the first gate struc-
ture includes an epi silicon (Si);

wherein the first gate structure includes:

a first high-k dielectric layer;

a doped polysilicon (poly) layer disposed over the first
high-k dielectric layer such that the doped poly layer
physically contacting the first high-k dielectric layer;

a first work function layer disposed over the doped poly
layer; and

a first fill metal layer disposed over the first work func-
tion layer;

wherein the second gate structure includes:

a second high-k dielectric layer;

a second work function layer disposed over the second
high-k dielectric layer, the second work function layer
being formed of a same material as the first work
function layer; and

a second fill metal layer disposed over the second work
function layer, the second fill metal layer being
formed of a same material as the first fill metal layer.

9. The semiconductor device of claim 8, wherein the first
and second fin structures each has a width ranging from about
20 nm to about 30 nm, the width being measured along a first
direction;

wherein the first and second gate structures each has a

length ranging from about 1 nm to about 100 nm, the

length being measured along a second direction perpen-
dicular the first direction.
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10. The semiconductor device of claim 8, wherein the first
gate structure is part of an NMOS device and wherein the
second gate structure is part of a PMOS device.

11. The semiconductor device of claim 8, wherein portions

5 of the second fin structure at either side of the second gate

structure includes an epi silicon germanium (SiGe).

12. The semiconductor device of claim 8, wherein the
second gate structure does not include the doped poly layer.

13. A method comprising:

10  forming first and second fin structures in first and second
regions of a substrate, respectively, wherein a shallow
trench isolation structure extends continuously from a
sidewall of the first fin structure to a sidewall of the
second fin structure;

15 forming first and second gate structures over the first and
second fin structures, respectively, wherein the first and
second gate structures include first and second capping
layer, respectively, wherein the first and second gate
structures include first and second polysilicon (poly)

20 gates, respectively;

removing a first portion of the second poly gate of the

second gate structure until exposing a portion of the
second capping layer and thereby forming a first trench;
after forming the first and second gate structures over the

25 first and second fin structures, respectively, removing a
second portion of the second poly gate of the second gate
structure and a first portion of the first poly gate during a
same etching process, wherein removing the first portion
of the first poly gate of the first gate structure forms a

30 second trench that is defined by a second portion of the
first poly gate; and

forming a work function metal layer in the first and second

trenches.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising

35  removing a second portion of the second poly gate prior to
removing the first portion of the second poly gate of the
second gate structure; and

forming a protective layer over the second portion of the

first poly gate prior to removing the second portion of the

40 second poly gate.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising forming
another metal layer over the work function metal layer in the
first and second trenches.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein forming the work

45 function metal layer in the first and second trenches occurs

after removing the first portion of the second poly gate of the
second gate structure and after removing the first portion of
the first poly gate of the first gate structure.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein forming the work

50 function metal layer in the first and second trenches includes

forming the work function metal layer directly on the second
capping layer in the first trench and over the first capping layer
in the second trench.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising forming a

55 protective layer over the first portion of the first poly gate

prior to removing the first portion of the second poly gate of
the second gate.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising removing
the protective layer over the first portion of the first poly gate.

6o  20. The method of claim 13, wherein removing the first

portion of the second poly gate of the second gate structure
until exposing the portion of the second capping layer and
thereby forming the first trench includes completely remov-
ing the second poly gate from the second gate structure.

#* #* #* #* #*
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