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path

circumstances. Patching is a common means of adding a
feature or a function to a program until the next version
of the software is released. Compare hack (definition 2),
kludge (definition 2).

path n. 1. In communications, a link between two nodes
in a network. 2. A route through a structured collection of
information, as in a database, a program, or files stored on
disk. 3. In programming. the sequence of instructions a
computer carries out in executing a routine. 4. In informa-
tion processing, such as the theory underlying expert
(deductive) systems. a logical course through the branches
of a tree of inferences leading to a conclusion. 5. In file
storage, the route followed by the operating system
through the directories in finding. sorting, and retrieving
files on a disk. 6. In graphics, an accumulation of line seg-
ments or curves o be filled or drawn.

path menu n. In windowed environments, the menu or
drop box used to enter the universal naming convention
path to a shared network resource.

pathname n. In a hierarchical filing system. a listing of
the directories or folders that lead from the current direc-
tory to a file. Also called: directory path.

pattern recognition n. 1. A broad technology describing
the ability of a computer to identify patterns. The term
usually refers to computer recognition of visual images or
sound patterns that have been converted to arrays of num-
bers. 2. The recognition of purely mathematical or textual
patterns.

Pause Key n. 1. A key on a keyboard that temporarily
stops the operation of a program or a command. The Pause
key is used, for example. to halt scrolling so that a multi-
screen listing or document can be read. 2. Any key that
creates a pause in an operation. For example, many game
programs have a Pause key, often simply the P key. that
temporarily suspends the game.

payload n. The effects caused by a virus or other mali-
cious code. The payload of a virus may include moving,
altering. overwriting. and deleting files. or other destruc-
tive activity. A virus or worm may contain more than one
payload. each with a separate trigger.

PB n. See petabyte.
PB SRAM n. See pipeline burst static RAM.
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PC Card

PBX n. Acronym for Private Branch Exchange. An auto-
matic telephone switching system that enables users
within an organization to place calls to each other without
going through the public telephone network. Users can
also place calls to outside numbers.

PC n. 1. A microcomputer that conforms to the standard
developed by IBM for personal computers, which uses a
microprocessor in the Intel 80x86 family (or compatible)
and can execute the BIOS. See the illustration. See also
8086, BIOS, clone, IBM PC. 2. A computer in IBM’s Per-
sonal Computer line. Also called: IBM PC. See also PC-
compatible {definition 1), personal computer.

PC.

PCB n. See printed circuit board.
PC board n. See printed circuit board.

PC Card n. An add-in card that conforms to the PCMCIA
specification. A PC Card is a removable device, approxi-
mately the same size as a credit card, that is designed to
plug into a PCMCIA slot. Release | of the PCMCIA spec-
ification, introduced in June 1990, specified a Type I card
that is 3.3 millimeters thick and is intended to be used pri-
marily as a memory-related peripheral. Release 2 of the
PCMCIA specification, introduced in September 1991,
specifies both a 5-millimeter-thick Type [1 card and a
10.5-millimeter-thick Type III card. Type II cards accom-
modate devices such as modem, fax, and network cards.
Type Il cards accommodate devices that require more
space, such as wireless communications devices and rotat-
ing storage media (such as hard disks). See also PCMCIA,
PCMCIA slot.
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