The .
American
Heritage Dictionary
of the English Language

FOURTH EDITION

/\g HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
N Boston New York

Personalis EX2170




mreryr

AT N ol e

Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their usage.
‘Words that are known to have current trademark registrations are
shown with an initial capital and are also identified as trademarks. No
investigation has been made of common-law trademark rights in any
word, because such investigation is impracticable. The inclusion of any
word in this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the
Publisher’s opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary
rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as
affecting the validity of any trademark.
American Heritage® and the eagle logo are registered trademarks of
Porbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license agreement with .
Forbes Inc. s

Copyright © 2000 Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and
recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system without

the prior written permission of Houghton Mifflin Company unless
such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law. Address
inquiries to Reference Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Company,
222 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116,

Visit our Web site: www.hmco.com/trade.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

The American Heritage dictionary of the English language.—4th ed.
p. cm
ISBN 0-395-82517-2 (hardcover) — ISBN 0-618-08230-1
(hardcover with CD ROM)
1. English language-Dictionaries
PE1628 .A623 2000
423~dc21 :
00-025369

Manufactured in the United States of America

Personalis EX2170



«ficare, =1y
denftisfi‘er

0! e fac
-was often used mtransmvely, with'no reﬂexwe‘ orioiL: Tn fecent years,
however, this use of idertify with. without the téflexive has become stan-
dard, and may have become even rifore, converitional thari ithe réflexivé
t of f_he Usage Panel ccepts the sentence

‘tauon ‘and role confusron occurring espec1a].ly in adolescents as a result
“of conflicting internal and external experiences, pressures, and expecta-

d often’ producmg acuté anxlety 2. An analogous state"of con-
fusion oecurrmg ina socral structure, such as an mstnutron or a corpo-
ation,
identity element . The element of a set of numbers, that when
‘ombined with another number in a particular operation’ Jeaves that
dumber unchanged. For example, Ois the ity element under addi-
‘tion for the real numbeérs, since if a is any real number, a + 0=0+a=
a. Sumlarly, 1is the xdentlty element under mulnphcauon for the real
" numbers, since 4'X 1 ="1'X'a = d. Also called unity.
-ldentlty function 7 Muthemattcs The function whose output’is
identical to ifs mput
ldentl‘ty matrix s, A square matrix w1th s along the d.\agonal from
upper left to lower right and 0’s in all othet positions.
’ ldenilty politics n. (used with a sing. or pl. verb) Political attitudes
or positions that focus on the concerns of social groups identified mainly
11 the basis of gerider, Tace, ethmcrty, or sexual orientation: However,
identity politics, whether in the guise of nationalis, fEmmxsm, or some
Other forin of political expréssion is on the defenswe thesé days” (Clarence
Lusane)
identity sign n, ‘The symbol =) used to  designate identity rather
than equality.
‘ideo- pref. Idea: ideography. [French idéo-, from Greek idea, form,
idea, See weid- in'Appendix L]
d°e°0°gram (fd’&-o-gram’, i7de- ) . 1 A character or symbol rep-
tésenting an idea or a thing without expressing the pronunciation of a
.partlcular word or words for it, as in the traffic sign commonly used for
- “no parking” or “parking prohibited.” Also called ideograph. 2. Seelogo-
gram. 3. A graphic symbol, such as &, $, or @, —id’esoegramemat/-
ic (+ -gro-mit/ik) adj. -—-|d’e'009ram-mat/1°cal-Iy adv.
d°e-o'graph (idre-o-grif’) n. See ideogram (sense 1). —id’ee
‘o-graphnc adj, —id!esoegraph/iscalely adv.
ldoeoognra-phy (id’&-8gfra-fe, 1’de-) n. 1. The representation of
‘ideas by graphic symbols.- 2. The use of ideograms to express ideas.
‘ledesoslogeiscal (i'de-o-15jfi-kal, id’e-) also [edesoelogeic (-15j/-
ik} .adj, 1, Of or relating to ideology. 2. Of or concerned with ideas.
I°de-o'logue (7de-2-16g’, -16g’, id’é-) n. An advocate of a partic-
ular ideology, especially an official exponent of that ideology. {French
idéologite, back-formation from idéologie, 1deology See IDEOLOGY.]
iodesoleoeqy (i'de-6l/a-j&, id’e-) ., pl. -gies 1. The body of ideas
reflecting the social needs and aspirations of an individual, group, class,
or culture, 2. A set of doctrines or beliefs that form the basis of a polit-
ical, economic, or other system. [French idéologie : idéo-, ideo- + -logxe,
‘-10gy] —i’deeol/oegist n.
isdesoemostor (i'de-o-mo’tor, id’é-) adj. Of or relating to an un-
conscious or involuntary bodily movement made in response to a
thought or idea rather than to a sensory stimulus,
ides  (idz) . pln. ( used with a sing. or pl. verb) The 15th day of March,
May, July, or October or the 13th day of the other months in the ancient
Roman calendar. [Middle English, from Old French, from Latin [d#s.]
idio- pref. 1. One’s own; private; personal: idiolect. 2. Distinct; sepa-

‘ “rate: idioblas
;pendrx L]:

“dialect: [iDIO—+ (DAL
Adeieom (id’e-sn) *
AJangdage that is peciliar to itself grammatlcally or'cannot be understood

" vain.

[Greek, from idios,

al, private.*See s(w)e mAp-

os*blast (id/&-5-bl3st’) ‘n. 1A Plant cell that’ dlffers notrceably in
'from niéighboring cell 'jegeblas’tic adj.
ideisoecy (id/e- 58) cies 1. Extreme folly or stupidi 2 A
olish oF stupid utterance or deed. 3. Psjchology The state or condition
of bemg an idiot; profound mental retardation, [From IDIOT.] .

'no'graph- i (id’e- o—grafllk Relatmg to'or concerned with

a”lmgv.ustrc pattern umque among speakers of his-or her language or
~=id’isoelec/tal, id'isoelec’tic adj.
A speech form or ‘an ‘expression of a given

from the individual meamngs of its elemients, as inkeep tabs on. 2. The
specific gramimatical, syntactic; and structural character of a given lan-
guage, 3. Regional speech or dialect. 4a. A specialized vocabulary used
by d.group of people, jargon; legal idiom, b.-A style or manner of expres-
sion, peculiar to a givenpeople: “Also important is the. uneasiness I've
alwuys felt at cuttmg ‘miyself-off fron my idiom, the American habits of
, all.of them entxrely different from the local
Astyle of artistic expression ¢ characterrshc of

‘a Pecuhar to or characterlstlc
gliage. b. d by profxcrent use of idiomatic ex-
s: - foreigier who speaks idiomatic' English. - 2 Resembling or
having the'na of an idiom, 3, Using many 1clroms . Peculiar to or
characteristic.of the style or manner of a partlcular group or people
—xd’loo-mat’l-caltly ady. 4
ideivoepatheic (1d/z- 9-path’ﬂ< id’e- -5- ) adj. Of, rela gto, or-des-
ighating a diseasé havirig no knowri cause. —ld’l'o‘path’l'cal'ly ady,
ld-uop-a'thy (1d&-5pf>-the) . 1. A disease of unknown origin or
cause. 2. A primary disease arising spontaneously with no apparent ex-
ternal cause. [New Latin idiopathia, primary drsease, from Greek idio-
atheid : idio-, idio- + -patheia, -pathy.] -
ldovovsyn-craosy (td’e-5-stng/kra:sé) n., pl. -sies 1. A structural
or behavioral characteristic peculiar to an 1nd1v1dua1 or group. 2.°A phys-
iological or tempéramental peculiarity: 3. An vnusual individual reac-
tion to food or a drug. [Greek idiosunkrisia : idio-, idio- + sunkrasxs, mix-
ture; tem erainent (sun-, syn- + krdisis, a mixing; see kera~ in Appendix
I).] loo-syn-cratllc ( sm-kxathk) ud] -—|d’ looosyn'cratllc
cale Iy adv .
ideisot (tdrz-at) 7. ‘1A foollsh or’ stuprd person 2 A person of pro-
found mental retardation having a mental age below three years and gen-
erally being unable to learn connected speech or guard against common
dangers. The term belongs to a classification system no longer in use and
is now considered offensive. [Middle English, ignorant person, from Old
French idiote, from Latin ididta, from Greek ididies, private person, lay-
man,-from idios, own, private. See s(w)e=in Appendix ]
idiot box 1. Slang A television;
ideisoteic (id/&.6t7ik) adi. 1. Showing foolishness or stupidity. 2.
Exhibiting idiocy. —id’ieat/iecalely adv.
idiot |lght n. Slang A light on the instrument panel of a motor ve-
hicle thit gives forewarning, as of an overheated engie,
ideicot-proof (idse-st-proof’) adj. Slang Made or designed to be
used or operated with very little risk of bieakage or failure: “These point-
and-shoot cameras are almost idiot-proof” (Donald H. Dunn).
idiot savant , pl. idiot savants An intellectually disabled person

‘who exhibits extraordmary ability in a highly specialized area, such as

mathematics ot missic. [French : idiot, idiot + savant, learned.]
ideicoetype (id’&-a-tip’) 1. A set of one or more antigenic determi-
nants specific to the variable region of an immunoglobulin molecule.
iedle (id/]) gdj. isdler, i*dlest 1a. Not employed or busy: idle carpen-
ters, Sée synonyms at inactive. b. Avoiding. work or employrnent, lazy:
shlftless, idle youth. See synonyms at lazy. ¢. Not in use or operation: idle
hands 2. Lackmg substance, value, or basis. See synonyms at baseless,
% iedled, iedling, isdles —intr..1. To pass time without
working or while avordmg work. 2. To move lazily and without purpose.
3. To run at a slow speed or out of gear. Used of a motor vehicle, —tr.

+ 1. To pass (time) without working or while avoiding work; waste: idle the

afternoon away. 2. To make or cause to be unemployed or inactive. 3.
To cause (a motor, for example) to idle. *# n. 1, A'state of idling. Used
of a motor vehicle: an engine running quietly at idle. 2. A mechanism for
regulating the speed at which an engine runs at rest: set the idle higher to
keep the motor from stalling, {Middle English idel, from Old English 7del.]
—ildleeness n. —i’dler (id/lar) n. —i/dly adv.

idle character ;. An alphanumeric or digital character that is trans-
mitted over a communications line but does not appear in the output of
the receiving terminal.

idle pulley also idler pulley n. A pulley on a shaft that rests on or
presses against a dnve belt to guide it or take up slack. Also called idle
wheel.

idle wheel 1, 1. A gear, wheel, or roller interposed between two sim-
ilar parts to convey motion from one to the other .without change in
speed or direction of motion. 2. See idle pulley.

isdoscrase (i/da-kris’, -kraz/, id’a-) n. See vesuvianite. [French :
Greek eidos, form; see weid- in Appendix I + krdsis, mixture; see IDIO-
SYNCRASY.] .
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