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· i•den•ti •fyfdi!~;tactI')i;· ~f ied>tr•.ing, }fies ftr .. · .1 :.-to estab: 
' . 'sh the ide11dty of, :2'. 1b ~~certal!'; tl_i,e()r1gm, nat\!_re, orc,t~f~~tl\'e,char, 

~cteristics of. 3. Bjologr To i:le1enni_n~ the tax9110~1c da~s,1£i~at~()n of _(an 
· or anism),c4. 'fo co11s1der a~ ~den~.1salor umted; equate; .5. Toassoc1~te 

o/affiliateT one;jel() tlosely with, a Pfrspn or g~o11p. r-c!ntr, To_e~t~blish 
. · dentification with another or pthers. [Me~eval faun ulentifl(;~r~, \o 
,analce to resem~le .. ::LatfL:itin /dtntft~s, i1entity; ~eeyJENTITY + ~a.t\n 

ii~ii:lr,:!r'::•:d,,r~t1•f1fa•~le,'.~t.,;;:;tde"c'.,t•~.f•'<1~plY._;:ttJ"':~ 

Us~ge Nbte I~ ih~s~fis~ .''toasspcWt~ pr, \iffYiat~ (011~selp cl~s~!Y\'(it)1 
,a persC>n ,()~ ,gr?~P(::,~~Wifnt1m1~~·s ,~.pmJio.Iog1s¥ ~P1J?~)pY .. ~1Jh. (h~ 
feelings citeXIJeh~11ce,s ().~ .an?t~,~r ReWH\ ~I~ t1o~ty~~ng w~~erf. of The 

· :catcher hi)h~ Ry~, ~t!f. fffid//!' ,1tmWr~0t 14ertifY,t.1ems~\V~f) .lfffh. Ff,~1: 
den Caulfield, This usage de'.1\'es ong1p~Y frCJ1!1 Rsych(?~f!alyt~c; 1\'ntmg, 

.• here it has \l specific techmcal mean111g, but)i~e <lther teri,ns from that 

. ~eld,· it wa.s' 'vflcl~lyre~a_r4e<l .. a~jar$~n'. wpe11, iI1t~()?u~e4 ip}o '~der·.11se. 
:In particular;' s~n;ie fr1_ti_cs seize.a on the.fa~t ,th~t m th1~ set1se the yeti? 
·. as often used.mtrans1Uvely, with no refleXJve prot1011n. Tu re~~nt years, 
. roweyer, this use <:>t il/en#fy with w[thout the re.~exive has become st~n.: 
·'dard ;md may.have j:,ecorne. even niore conven(lon,il(hanthe refl,e,qv,e 
construction: Eigh,ty~two perc~nt 9f the lJsage P.anel accepts the sen.t~nce 

:rfind /t ha~d tq.jdentify with 11/ly rJf his charactrrs, ~~ere~s, qrly 6:l perc_ent 
now a.ccepts..th!.s,sa~e mage . .v~eil, the fffl~~ye prC.:,i:t.Cllln 1s.t1~e,d, as Ill [ 

,Jin,dithard, t~.,~~mifr,,.mys~if.with qnyof~1s.chwfl~ter,f, ... ··•··•.c E, ,. · · 

• J•den•ti.•ty hJ.~Jttr~ti:) it., pl.
1~ties c.1;'ih,~ J?iJJ~tiff ~ip{~t bf tbe 

set of char~cteristics. )Jy .which ,st .~hin~ .1~ ~~fm,.1tJ:fly /~~og1;1i~abl~ or 
· known: "If the broadcast group /s the fma~c1ql guts ojtli~ .cot[tpa,~)'! th~ 

· ',~ews division. is iispilblic_identity»_(Bill P~wegl:, 2 .. T_he s,<;t;'tpeha~oral 
or personal ch~ia~t5dsU~s by which an 1I1d1:1~ual IS re_cogmzable~as a 
member:of a group. :3. The,qu31hty .or~o.ndit10r of p~1ng.t!J.e,iame a~ 
soriieth,ing '~!~e: ·fl/The 11~Hn,c~'perspnaHtj, ?,~Jt1 in1h'.i1ua! r~garded ~s 
· a persjsting ~~tjt( it1div,du~l!ty, 5; 1Vfqthemtittcs,ai,~ ~qu~t~on t!'at /S 
satisfjed lly anyt1iiinber!!Ja.t,repl.a~~s 1re ~efter, £or :w.h1clt th,e.~qu_~J!Cltl IS 

•defined .. µ. Id~!1tity ~l~p:i.ent., [Fret1:h _identt,te, f~oll:1: o.ld French tdent1te, 
:from,LateLatin(deiltitilf,fr<?rn Lahn.ufern;the ~am.e (m~llenced byJrte 
Laffri esientitt'is; beirig, and (dentidem, repea,tedly), fr~in id, it. See •.- in 
A endix'r.j '· ' ' . . · . • .• ' . . . . . . · 
Ja~ntity crisis n. 1. A psychosocial state cir condition _of disoiien­
·tation ·and role ccinfu.sion occurring espedally in adolf~C~nts as a result 
· 0J~oi:flicting,internal ~nd eJcteq1al e:'l'erierice~, pressures, and expe~ta• 
tions·and.cifteuptoducmg a~ute ailXlelf:. 2. i\ri a)lal~go~s st"'te of con­
fusion ·occurring iri a sqcial structure, such .as an mstitut1on or a corpo-

'ratfori. · · •· · . · . . . . . 
identity element n. The element d a set. of num,bers. that when 
ccin,bi~ed with inother number in a partictilar operation leaves that 
number· unchanged: Forexample, o is the ideiiHtye[emerit under addi­
tion for the real nµrribers, since if a \s any real number, a + 0 = 0 + a = 
ii'. Similarly, i is the identity element under multiplication fot the real 
numbers; since ax 1 =· 1 X a= a. Also called unity. . 
·identity function n. Mathematics The function whose output is 
identical tci its input. · . . · . 
identity matrix n. A square matrix with 1 's along the diagonal from 
tipper left to lower right and O's in all other positions. · . 
identity politics n. (used with a sing. or pl. verb) Political attit~des 
cir positions that focus on the concerns ~f social g~i:>ups identified mamly 
on the basis ·of gender, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation: . ''.However, 
identity politics, whether in the guise of natioiuilism, fetJ;!Jnism; or some 
.ofher form of political expression is on the defensive these flays" (Clarence 
Lusane). 
identity sign n. The symbol (ea), used to, designate identity rather 
than equality. . . . . 
'ideo- pref. Idea: ideography. [French idea-, from Greek idea, form, 
idea .. See weid- in Appendix I.] 
icl•e•o•gram (idle-a-gram', rtde-) n. 1. A character or symbol rep­
resenting an idea or a thing without expressing the pronunciation of .a 
particular weird or words for it, as in the traffic sign commonly used for 
"po parking" or ''parking prohibited." Also called i1eograph. 2. See logo­
gram. 3. A graphic symbol, such as&,$, or@. -1d'e•o•gram•mat'­
'jc (-gra.-matllk) adj. -id'e•o•gram•mat'i•cal•ly adv. 
icl•e•o•graph (ldle:a-gdif') n. See ideogram (sense 1). -id'e• 
o,•graph'ic ad}. ,-,-id' e•o•graph'i•cal •ly adv. 
id•e•!;)g•ra•phy (1d'e-oglra-fe, I'de-) n. 1. The representation of 
'ideas by graphic symbols.• 2. The use of ideograms to express ideas. 
i•de•o•log•i•cal (i'de-a-loj'l-kal, ld'e-) also i•de•o•log•ic (-lojl­
~k) adj, .. 1, Of or r.elating to ideology. 2. Of or concerned with ideas .. 
1•de•o•logue (ilde-a-log', -log', idle-) n. An advocate of a par!lc­
ular ideology, especially an official exponent of that ideology. [French 
ideologue, back-formation from ideologie, ideology. See IDEOLOGY,] 
i•de•ol•o•gy (I'de-ol1a-je, rd'e-) n., pl. -gies 1. The boc\y of ideas 
reflecting the social needs and aspirations of an individual, group, class, 
or culture, 2. A set of doctrines or beliefs that form the basis of a polit­
ical, economic, or other system. [French ideologie : idea-, ideo- + -logie, 
-logy.] -i'de•ol'o•gist n. 
i•de•o•mo•tor {i'de-a-mfiltar, 1d'e-) adj. Of or relating to an un­
conscious ~r involuntary bodily movement made in res1JOnse to a 
thou.ght or idea rather than to a sensory stimulus. . 
,ides (idz) pl.n. (us~d with a sing. or pl. verb) The 15th 4ay of Ma'.ch, 
May, July, or October or the 13th day of the other months m t~e ~n~1eut 
Roman calendar. [Middle English, from Old French, from Latm ldus.] 
idio- pref. 1. One's own; private; personal: idiolect. 2. Distinct; sepa-

rate: idioblast. [Greek, from idios, personal, private. 0See s(w)e- in Ap'-_ 
:peridixL] > : ; : ,. ;:,;' :, ,;c, c ·• ,; ,.,_;:, ; ··· · • 

>1d!i-..o•blast (i'.dle-a-blast'} n: ,A plantcell.thardiffers noticeably in 
fotin froni'neighboring cells>·:,..:id'i•o•blasltic adj .. ,. , , •. •· · .• · 
id•i•o•cy (ldle~a'-se) · n., pl, 0 cies .1. Extremefolly~r s(tipidity. 2. A 

,foolish cir .s\llpid utterance or .deed. 3. Psychofogy The state or condition 
.·' of being au idiot; p'rofotind mental ret~rdation .. ·[Froni.JDIOT.] 
:id•.i•o•graph~ic (ld'e-o0 gr1ifl\k) :adj. Relating·to or concerned with 
·discreie m.·'tiniqrie facts or everits: History is.;an idiographic discipline, 
'studying events thai cannoJ be'.repiiated,: , 
:id~i•~flect (1d1~:;i,[ekt') ti. The speech of an individual, considered 
.as ~'linguistlc patterri unique among speakers of his or her language or 
dialect .. [iDIO-. + (DIA)Lilct] ,.,;.id 'i •.o•lecltal, id'i•o•.lecltic adj. 
id•i•orn (tdle-;:iin) 'n>1. A spe~cli form ot'an·expression of a given 

Jarigtiage that is pechliarto itself graminatica)ly or caimot !Je understood 
from .the individual meanings of its elements, as .in keep tabs on. 2. The 
specific grammatical, syntactic, and structural character of a given lan­
guage. 3. ll.egioual speech or dialect 4a. A specialized vocabulary used 
by:,i groµp of people; jargon: legal idiom, b. A style or. maimer of exp res' 
si011 pe'c°lJ]iar to a given people: '!llso :important .is the uneasiness I've 
alwdysfelt at ~utting'myself off from my idiom, the American habits of 
spee£/t~ncJ)e{t q11d reaction, all: of.th.em /~fire/y qiffgen.t frorµ .thp !veal 
)'ari~ty': (S,J. rerel,rnap) .. 5 .. ,A ~tyl~. o( ar!lst1c expres~1.o_n .charactenstic of 
~ partkul~r iridividuii[, school/period, or medium:_ the idiom .of, the 
French:irfip~e~i(orifs(s;, th,epmik rock idi~m, [LitUitin)df9~a, idiomah 
.from.Gre'~k; f{Om idious(hqi, to m;lke one's own,Jrom tdtosi own, per-
sci;iafpriyate. SE'e s(w)es)µ Appendµc:r.i ' . ; .· : ', . .. . . . 
id•i•o~mc1t~ ic(1die~a7ni3Yllc), a,dj,,;_1 a.,Pecuii.ar tq_ ()rfh.~ract~ristic 
of a given larigifage. b. Characterized by proficient use of 1d1omat.1c .ex­
pressions: . a fo,reignei- wh.o speqks idiomatic. English . . i. Jlesemb\ing or 
ha','.irig the nature ()f al) id.io'!l: 3. Using many idioms, 4'. l'e~ulia(to or 
characteristic of the.style or manner of a particular group or.people, 
-id'i•o•matli•cal•ly adv. 
id~\•p~path•ic (ltl'.e-~-pa\hllk,We,6-) ~di: Of, re_li'fi~g to, oriles­
ignatirigi disease h,aving no knowifcause. -1d'1•o•pathl1•cal•ly adv. 
id•i•op•a•thy (1d'e-opla~the) n. 1. A disease of unknown origin or 
cause. 2. A primary disease ·arising spontaneously with no .apparent ~x­
ternal cause. [New Latin idiopathia, primary disease, froni Greek idw-
}?ath;id: idio-, idio- ;t -patheia, -pathy:l · . · · . . . 
1d•1•o•syn•cra•sy (rd'e-o-srng'kra-se) n., pl. -s1es 1. A structural 
or behavloraf characteristic peculiar to an individual or group. 2. A phys­
iologfcal or temperamental peculiarity. 3. An unusual individual reac­
tion to food or a drug. [Greekidiosunkrasia: idio-; idio-+ sutikrasis, mix­
ture; temperament (sun-, syn:+ krasis, a mixing; see k~ra- iu Append!'< 
I).] ,__,.jd'i•.o•syn•crat'ic (-srn-kratllk) adj. -id'1•o•syn•cratl1• 
cal•ly adv. .· · .. . · ·· '·, · . ·: 
id•i•ot {!die-at) ,i, 1.A foolish.orstupid person. 2.Aperson of pro­
found rriental retardation having a mental age below three )'.ears and gen­
erally being unable to learn connected sp~ech or guard against common 
dangers. The te·rm belongs to a class\,ficatioh system no longer in use and 
is now considered offensive. [Middle English, ignorant person, from Old 
Fre~ch idiote, from Latin idiiita, from Greek idiiiti!s, private person, lay­
man, from idios, own, private. See s(w)e-.in Appendix I.] 
idiot box n. Slang A television: · 
id•i•ot•ic (ld'e-otllk) adj. 1. Showing foolishness or stupidity. 2. 
Exhibiting idiocy. -id'i•ot'i•cal•ly adv. 
idiot light n. Slang A light on the instrument panel of a motor ve­
hicle that gives forewarning, as of an overheated engin,e. 
id•i•ot-proof {ldle-;:it-proof') adj. Slang Made or designed to be 
used or operated with very little risk of breakage or failure: "Thesepoint­
and-shoot cameras are almost idiot-proof" (Donald H. Dunn). 
idiot savant n., pl. idiot savants An intellectually disabled person 
who exhibits extraordinary ability in a highly specialized area, such as 
mathematics or music. [French : idiot, idiot+ savant, learned.] 
id•i•o•type (1dte+Hp') n. A set of one or more antigenic determi• 
nants specific to the variable region of an imrminoglob.ulin I)10lecule. 
i•dle (idl]) qdj. i•dler, i•dlest 1a. Not empfoyed or busy: fdle carpen­
ters . . see synonyms at inactive. b. Avoidingwor~ or employme)lt; l~zy: 
shiftless, idle youth. See synonyms at lazy .. c. Not m .use or operat10n: idle 
hands. 2. Lacking substance, value, qr basis. See synonyms at baseless, 

· vain. ❖ v. i•dled, i~dling, i•dles ~intr . . 1 . .To passHme without 
working or while avoiding work. 2. To move lazily and without purpose. 
3. To run at a slow speed or out of gear. Used of a motor vehicle, -tr. 
1. To pass (time) without working or while avoiding work; waste: idle the 
afternoon away. 2. To make or cause to be unemployed or inactive. 3. 
To cause (a motor, for example) to idle. ❖ n. 1, A state of idling. Used 
of a motor vehicle: an engine running quietly at idle. 2. A mechanism for 
regulating the speed at which an engine runs at rest: set the .idle higher to 
keep the motor from stalling. [Middle English idel, from Old English fdel.] 
-ildle•ness n. -ildler (idllar) n. -ifdly adv. 
idle character n. An alphanumeric.or digital character that is trans­
mitted over a communications line but does not appear in the output of 
the receiving terminal. · 
idle pulley also idler pulley n. A pulley ou a shaft that rests on or 
presses against a drive belt to guide it or take up slack. Also called idle 
wheel. 
idle wheel n. 1. A gear, wheel, 9r roller interposed between two sim­
ilar parts to convey motion from one to the other .without change in 
speed or direction of motion. 2. See idle pulley. 
i•do•crase (ilda-kras', -kraz', rdta-) n. See vesuvianite. [French: 
Greek eidos, form; see weid- in Appendix I+ krasis, mixture; see IDIO· 
SYNCRASY.] 

identify I idoci"a5e 

identity matrix 

idle wheel 

a pat 
a pay 
ar care 
a father 
epet 
ebe 
!pit 
rpie 
·1rpier 
opot 
6toe 
~paw 

oiboy 
~uout 
·9~otook 
oolioot 
·ircut 
firµrge 
th thin 
'th /ris . 
hwwhich 
zh vision 
a ~bout, item 
• regionalism 

Stress marks: I {primary); 
' (secondary), as in . 
dictionary (dlk'sh~-rier'e) · 
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