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{In particalar;
-was often used. mtransmvely, with no reflexwe ronour; Tn tecent years,
_however, this use of identify with. w1thout the reﬂexwe has become stan-
dard, and may have b :
: construcnon Erghty;twc per

tation and role confusmn occurring especw]ly in adolescents as a result
of conflrctmg internal and external expenences, pressures, and expecta-
id of 1l producmg acute anmety 2, An analogous state’of con-

ldentlty element n, The element of a’set of riuiibers, that when
ibined with another number in a partrculgr ‘Gperation’ leaves that
~'fiumber unichariged. For example, 0 is the idefitity elément under addi-
‘tion for the real numbeérs, since if a is any real number, a + 0 =0 +a=
a, Sumlarly, 1is the 1dent1ty element under rnulnphcatron for the real
" numbers, since 4’ 1 =1 X'a = 4. Also called unity.

identity function . Mathematics The function whose output is
identical to ifs mput

ldentlty matrix s, Asquare ma’mxwrth s along the chagonal from
upper left to Tower right and 0’s in all other positions. |

den‘tlty politics n, (used with a sing. or pl. verb) Political attitudes
“or positions that focus on the concerns of social grotps identified mainly
oii the basis of gerider, race, ethmcrty, or sexual orientation: However,
1dentlty politics, whether in the guzse of nattonalism, femmzsm, or some
Other for of pvhttcal expression is on the defenswe thesé days” (Clarence
Lusane).

|dentlty sign n, The symbol =), used to desrgnate identity rather
han equality.

‘ideo— pref. Idea: _ideography. [French idéo-, from Greek idea, form,
idea, See weid- in’Appendix 1]

d°e°0°gram (fdre-o-gram’, 17dé-) n. 1 A character or symbol rep-
tesenting an idea or a thing without expressing the pronunciation of a
Pparticular’ word or words for it, as in the traffic sign commonly used for
“no parking” or “parking prohibited.” Also called ideograph. 2. Seelogo-
gram 3. A graphic symbol, such as &, §, or @, —id’es0egramemat/-
¢ (-gra-miat/ik) adj. —ld'eOOOgram-mat’local ly adv.
Id°e'o'graph (id’z-o-grif’) n. See ideogram (sense 1). —id’e®
‘orgraph/ic adj, —id’esosgraph’iecalely adv.
ldve-ogvraophy (id’e-8g/ra-fé, 1'de-) n. 1. The representation of
‘ideas by graphic symboals.- 2. The use of ideograms to express ideas.
l°dE'O°IOg°l'Cal (1'de-a-1j#i-kol, 1d’e-) also iedesoelogeic (-18j/-
1K) .adj. 1, Of or relating to ideology. 2. Of or concerned with ideas.
I°de-o'logue (/dé-a-l6g’, -16g’, 1d’e-) n. An advocate of a partic-
ular. ideology, especially an official exponent of that ideology. [French
idéologite, back-formation from idéologie, ideology. See IDEOLOGY.]
iodesoleoegy (i'ds-8l/a-j¢, id’e-) ., pl. -gies 1. The body of ideas
reflecting the social needs and aspirations of an individual, group, class,
or culture, 2. A set of doctrines or beliefs that form the basis of a polit-
ical, economic, or other system. [French idéologie : idéo-, ideo- + —Iogte.
logy.] —i’desol’oegist 1.

isdesoemostor (i'dé-o-mo'tor, id’s-) adj. Of or relating to an un-
conscious or involuntary bodily movement made in response to a
thought or idea rather than to a sensory stimulus,

ides (idz) pl. (used with a sing, or pl. verb) The 15th day of March,
May, July, or October or the 13th day of the other months in the ancient
Roman calendar. [Middle English, from Old French, from Latin [d#s.)
idio- pref. 1. One’s own; private; personal: idjolect. 2. Distinct; sepa-

ee s(w)e- in Ap-

‘1A ‘plant cell that' dlffers notxceably in
'isoeblas?tic adj :

es’ 1. Bxtreine fo]ly or stuprdrty 2. A
prd utterance or-deéd. 3. Psychology The state or condition

“of belng an idiot; profotind mental retardation, [From IDIOT.]
4 |d010009raph'|c (id’e-

discrete or” unrque facts* ‘or events

-graf’lk

A Relatrng to'0r concerned wrth
tstary isian 1dtogm hxc d:sc;plme,

3
guistic pattern unique among speakets of hisor her language or

“dialect. [IDIO—+ (DIA)LECT ~~id’isoelec/tal, id'isoclec’tic adj. -
cideieom (id/e-stn) “n,;
{aniguage that is pecitliat to 1tse1f grammancally or'cannot be understood

A speech form of an ‘expression of a given

from the individual mganings of its elerments, as.in keep tabs on. 2. The
specific grarimatical, syntactic, and structural character of a given lan-
guage. 3. Regional speech or dialect. 4a. A specialized vocabulary used
by group of people, jargon: legal idiotn, DA style or manner of expres-
sion, peculiar to a given.people:. “Also important is the. uneasiness I've
alwaysfelt ¢ at cutting ‘myself- oﬁ‘ from my 1dxom, the American habits of

n characteristic of
the. idiom of.the
idig; ama, zdmmat—

‘en langiiage. erizéd by p Foficient use " of idiomatic ex-
:a foreigier who speaks idiomatic’ English. - 2 Resemblmg or

characteristic of tlze style or manner of a partlcular group or people
—id’isoemat/iecalely adv. .
pathsic (tdizs-pithrik, 1d’e-5- -) adj. of, relatmg to, or des-
ighating a diseasé havirg nio knowri cause, —id’ieoepath’iscals Iy adv.
ldmop~a'thy (id’&-8p/3-the) n. 1. A disease of unknown origin'or
cause. 2. A primary disease arising spontaneously with no apparent ex-
ternal cause. [New Latin idiopathia, pmnary dlsease, from Greek uho-
atheid : idio-, idio- + -patheia, -pathy.]
ldolvo'syn-cra-sy (id’e-6-sing’kra-sé) n,, pl. -sies 1. A structural
or behavioral characteristic peculiar to an 1nd1v1dual or group. 2.°A phys-
iological or tempéramental peculiarity, 3. An unusual individual reac-
tion to food or a drug. [Greek idiosunkrasia : idio-, idio- -+ surikrasis, mix-
ture, tem dperament (sun-,'syn- + krdsis, a mixing; see kere- in Appendix
lco-syn-cratllc ( -sin- kratlll() ad] ——|d’ |ooosyn-cratl|-
cal lyudv R
ideisot (idre- at) n 1 A foohsh or’ stuprd person 2 A person of pro-
found miental retardation having a mental age below three years and gen-
erally being unable to learn connected speech or guard agamst common
darigers. The term belongs to a classification system no longer in use and
is now considered offensive. [Middle English, ignorant person, from Old
French idiote, from Latin ididta, from Greek idiotés, private person, lay-
man, from idios, own, private. See s(w)e=in Appendlxl ]
idiot box 1. Slang A television;
ideieateic (id’a-6t/1k) adj; 1. Showing foolishness or stupidity. 2.
Exhibiting idiocy. —id/ieot/iscalely adv.
idiot light . Slang A light on the instrament panel of a motor ve-
hicle tht gives forewarning, as of an overheated engirie,
ideicot-proof (id/z-st-provf’) adj. Slang Made or designed to be
used or operated with very little risk of bieakage or failure: “These point-
and-shoot catrieras are almost idiot-proof” (Donald H. Dunn).
idiot savant n,, p. idiot savants An intellectually disabled person

‘who exhibits extraordlnary ability in a highly specialized area, such as

mathematics or music. [French : idiot, idiot + savant, learned.]
ld"l'O'tyPe (ld’ee;)-tlp') n. A set of one or more antigenic determi-
nants specific to the variable region of an immunoglobulin molecule.
iedle (1d/]) adj. iedler, i*dlest 1a. Not employed or busy: idle carpen-
ters, Sée synonyms at inactive. b. Avoiding work or employment, lazy:
shtftless, idle youth. See synonyms at lazy. C. Not in use or operation: idle
hands. 2. Lackmg substance, value, qr basis. See synonyms at baseless,

" vain, v iedled, iedling, jedles —inir.. 1. To pass time without

working or while avordmg work. 2. To move lazily and without purpose.
3. To run at a slow speed or out of gear. Used of a motor vehicle, —tr.

* 1. To pass (time) without working or while avoiding work; waste: idle the

afternoon away. 2. To make or cause to be unemployed ot inactive, 3.
To cause (a motor, for example) to idle. * n. 1, A'state of idling, Used
of a motor vehicle: an engine runing quietly at idle, 2. A mechanism for
regulating the speed at which an engine runs at rest: set the idle higher fo
keep the motor from stalling. {Middle English idel, from Old English 7del.]
—i/dlesness n. —i’dler (id/lor) n. —i’dly adv.

idle character n. An alphanumeric or digital character that is trans-
mitted over a communications line but does not appear in the output of
the receiving terminal.

idle pulley also idler pulley #. A pulley on a shaft that rests on or
presses against a drive belt to guide it or take up slack, Also called idle
wheel,

idle wheel 4, 1.4 gear, wheel, or roller interposed between two sim-
ilar parts to convey motion from one to the other .without change in
speed or direction of motion. 2. See idle pulley.

iedoscrase (7do-kras’, -krdz/, id’a-) n. See vesuvianite. [French :
Greek eidos, form; see weid- in Appendix I + krisis, mixture; see IDIO-
SYNCRASY.] .
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