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Declaration of David Fox 

I, David Fox, declare as follows: 

1. Except where specifically noted, the statements below are from my own 

personal knowledge, and if called upon as a witness, I could testify competently 

thereto. 

2. I am currently employed at Double Coconut, a mobile and web game 

development company based in San Francisco, California, which I founded in 2012.  

I received B.S. degrees in Computer Science and Journalism from New York 

University in 1994.   

3. I am the lead co-author, with Troy Downing, of a publication entitled 

HTML Web Programmer’s Construction Kit (“Fox & Downing”).  Fox & Downing 

was published in 1995 by Waite Group Press (“Waite Group”).  The Waite Group 

was a prominent publisher of high-quality computer books, including books on 

computer programming techniques.  Books published by the Waite Group were 

widely available and sold in bookstores throughout at least the United States.  I co-

wrote Fox & Downing for people who wanted to learn about the Web, including 

how to access and navigate it as well as for those who were interested in starting 

their own web site or in understanding the intricacies how the Web worked.   

4. I have personal knowledge of the writing, editing, publication, and 

marketing of Fox & Downing.  Fox & Downing was published and available to the 

public by no later than August 1995.  By this time, Fox & Downing could be found 
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Declaration of David Fox 

for sale at various bookstores in the United States by anyone interested in its subject 

matter.  The back cover of Fox & Downing includes an instruction for bookstores to 

place the book in the “Internet” section (“SHELVING: INTERNET”).  (See Ex. A 

(a true and correct copy of the front and back covers of Fox & Downing).)  Attached 

hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of a message I posted to the Internet 

dated August 30, 1995, which I posted to a USENET group known as 

comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-windows.  USENET refers a worldwide 

distributed discussion system for exchanging messages over the Internet, in which 

users could post topics to various groups (known as “newsgroups”) and receive 

responses from other users.  The “comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-windows” 

group, as its name implies, refers to a USENET newsgroup relating to Web browsers 

for Microsoft Windows operating systems.  Users typically accessed USENET 

through client software programs that allowed users to browse, read, and post 

messages to USENET newsgroups.  I used USENET frequently in 1995, as it was 

widely used by computer programmers to exchange obtain information about 

technical topics. 

5. The newsgroup post attached as Exhibit B provides a typical example 

of how USENET was used in 1995.  A user posted a question: “Anybody know of 

any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?”  The newsgroup post 

received a number of responses, including a response that I wrote as shown in 
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Exhibit B.1  The message contains the NYU Media Research Lab email and web 

site addresses that I had at the time.  In my response, I stated that “The most full-

featured one is HTML WEb Publisher's Contruction [sic] Kit (Waite Group Press)... 

it covers hooking up to the Web, navigating, authoring HTML, programming , and 

even setting up a server. Should be at most bookstores....” 

6. My August 30, 1995 statement that Fox & Downing “[s]hould be at 

most bookstores” is consistent with my memory regarding the public availability of 

the book, as well as other statements at that time.  For example, attached hereto as 

Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of the registration form for Fox & Downing 

submitted to the U.S. Copyright Office, which identifies August 11, 1995 as the 

book’s date of first publication.  (Ex. C, p.1.)  The form identifies Fox & Downing, 

lists me as the lead author, and was signed by Laura Brown as the authorized agent 

of The Waite Group, Inc.  (Ex. C, p.2.)  Laura Brown served as the Development 

Editor for Fox & Downing, and I personally worked with her complete the book.  As 

such, she would have been knowledgeable about the publication of Fox & Downing, 

including the date of the book’s first publication.  The date of publication on the 

copyright registration form is consistent with my own memory about its public 

 
1 Available at https://groups.google.com/g/comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-
windows/c/lL8e70FreNc/m/WbVGvYLXdaoJ (last visited February 7, 2023).  I 
understand that Google Groups (groups.google.com) hosts an archive of USENET 
posts dating back to May 1981 that is based in part on Google’s acquisition of Deja 
News’ searchable database of USENET posts. 
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availability in August 1995, as well as the USENET response that I posted on August 

30, 1995 indicating that, by that date, the book should have been available at most 

bookstores. 

7. My beliefs are further corroborated by other documents from this time 

period mentioning or discussing Fox & Downing, which provides further indications 

as to its public availability by late August 1995.  As another example, attached hereto 

as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of a USENET message dated August 9, 1995 

posted to the newsgroup comp.infosystems.www.authoring.html, an online forum 

for users to exchange information about writing HTML for the Web.2  The message 

is responding to another user’s question about “the best references out there” for the 

user “trying to learn how to do HTML right.”  The author lists Fox & Downing as 

one of the references for the user to consider, and states that the book was available 

through a particular reseller (WorldWide Access, wwa.com).  The message 

identifies the title of the book, its ISBN number, and the discounted pricing for the 

book if purchased from that reseller.  Although it is not clear from the USENET post 

if WWA physically had the by the August 9, 1995 date of the newsgroup post, the 

fact that a book reseller had listed it among its offerings (along with pricing 

 
2 Available at 
https://groups.google.com/g/comp.infosystems.www.authoring.html/c/6YW KNva
wJs/m/W-GMk 7PcX0J (last visited February 7, 2023).     
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information) further supports my view that the book would have available by no later 

than late August 1995. 

8. As another example, attached hereto as Exhibit E is a copy of an article 

dated September 10, 1995 from the Chattanooga Free Press (Tennessee) titled 

“Personal Computers” that I understand (and which is indicated on the exhibit) was 

retrieved from the LexisNexis service.  The article identifies Fox & Downing as one 

of the references that the author had reviewed and found helpful for learning HTML 

and publishing for the Web.  The September 10, 1995 date of the article is consistent 

with late August 1995 public accessibility reflected in my USENET post that Fox & 

Downing “[s]hould be at most bookstores” because, as anyone would know (and 

consistent with my background in journalism), the author would have needed time 

to review the book and write their article ahead of the newspaper’s publication 

deadline.   

9. Similarly, as another example, attached hereto as Exhibit F are 

excerpts from a copy of an issue of MicroComputer Journal that I understand is in 

the collection of the Library of Congress.  The excerpts bear a Library of Congress 

date stamp of October 4, 1995.  (See Ex. F, p.3.)  Fox & Downing is discussed in an 

article titled “Bits ‘n’ Pieces” in which the article’s author states that he “received 

this book about a month ago.”  (See Ex. F, p.109.)  The library date stamp of October 

4, 1995, together with that statement, is consistent with late August 1995 public 
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accessibility reflected in my USENET post because again, the author would have 

needed time to complete the article ahead of the journal’s publication deadline, 

followed by additional time for printing and distribution. 

10. In signing this Declaration, I recognize that the Declaration will be filed 

as evidence in a contested case before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board of the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office.  I also recognize that I may be subject 

to cross-examination in this proceeding.  If required, I will appear for cross-

examination at the appropriate time. 

11. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 

are true and that all statements are made on information and belief are believed to 

be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 

false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 

both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

 
Dated:  February 7, 2023    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       ____________________ 
       David Fox 
       San Francisco, California 
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2/7/23, 12:33 PM Books on WWW?

https://groups.google.com/g/comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-windows/c/lL8e70FreNc/m/WbVGvYLXdaoJ 1/3

17 views

Craig Bedford Aug 30, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?

Thanks,

Craig.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Craig Bedford
Carleton University
Email address: cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Tim Stark Aug 30, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

Craig Bedford (cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca) wrote:
:
: Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?
:
: Thanks,
:
: Craig.

Yes, http://www.compubooks.com/books

Also search for HTML publishing, etc.

-- Tim Stark

--
Timothy Stark <>< Inet: tst...@clark.net, TimS...@AOL.com
Alexnadria, Va. TTY: (703) 212-0314 FAX: FF (703) 212-0371
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Amen." -- John 3:16 (King James Version Bible)

David Fox Aug 30, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca aig Bedford) writes:

>Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?

The most full-featured one is HTML WEb Publisher's Contruction Kit (Waite Group
Press)... it covers hooking up to the Web, navigating, authoring HTML, programmi
ng , and even setting up a server. Should be at most bookstores....
--
David Fox * http://found.cs.nyu.edu/dfox * df...@graphics.cs.nyu.edu *

Jason Kramer Aug 31, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

In article <DE4pr...@cunews.carleton.ca>, cbed...@ccs.carleton.caŽ says...

>
>
>Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?
>

I would recommend the Teach Yourself Web Publishing
with HTML in a Week series (There is a MORE followup book)
from SAMS. The author is Laura Lemay.
_________________________________________________________
Jason Kramer
jkr...@mars.superlink.net
http://mars.superlink.net/user/jkramer/index.html

   


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https://groups.google.com/g/comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-windows/c/lL8e70FreNc/m/WbVGvYLXdaoJ 2/3

Jiang Tao Sep 2, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

Craig Bedford (cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca) wrote:

: Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?

: Thanks,

: Craig.

: ----------------------------------------------------------------------
: Craig Bedford
: Carleton University
: Email address: cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca
: ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Managing Internet of O'Reiley.

Bob Cunningham Sep 3, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

ve some capsule reviews of books that might be of interest:

http://www.lava.net/~bob/webmasters/tech.reference.books.html

Phil Leonard Sep 3, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

In [comp.infosystems.www.browsers.ms-windows] article
<DE4pr...@cunews.carleton.ca> cbed...@ccs.carleton.ca (Craig Bedford)
writes:

>Anybody know of any good books on the Web and/or HTML authoring?

Publishing on the Internet for Windows. This book with companion
CD cost only $49 US (I've seen it for as little as $39 US) I can not
say enough good things about this book. It took me from knowing
absolutely nothing to producing quality UNIQUE home pages in about 1
week. In cluded with the book are 350 sources of information on the
Web for publishing. I asked the author for permission to add these
URLs (Uniform Resource Locators) to my Home page. If you have a web
browser and Internet access, check out my home page at
http://cybercom.net/~pleonard.

The authors are Brent Heslop bhe...@isddn.bookware.com who has
co-authored over 14 books, he is a frequent contributor to PC
Magazine and is currently publishing a MAC version.

And Larry Budnick lbud...@mcs.com with 15 years computer systems
engineer, der veloper and systems integration. He has a BS in Systems
Engineering from RPI and a MS in Computer Enigineering from BU.
Currently involved in designing wireless data communications systems.

USER LEVEL: BEGINNER to INTERMEDIATEAA
VENTANTT A PRESS INTERNET ISBN: 1-56604-229-1 U.S. 49.95
http://www.vmedia.com/piw.html
PO Box 2468, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 919-942-0220 Fax 919-942-1140

Comes with:

o HoTMetaL Pro 1.0 by SoftQuad to design HTML Web pages $199 US Value
o Nescape Navigator 1.1 to view the Web Pages
o Internet Assistant - Microsoft's Wenb Browser and HTML for WORD
o RTFtoHTML to convert
o Panarama SGML Document reader from SoftQuad
o Acrobat Reader and Common Ground Viewer
o HTTPD server and EMWAC server - allows you to serve frim your PC
o Polyform for creating interactive forms on the web
o CGI backend program for querying a MS Access database from the web
o Giftrans.exe to make transparent gifs
o Sample HTML templates, sample images, and home pages
o The complete toolkit on CD is a $300 US value

phil leonard | pleo...@cybercom.net | http://cybercom.net/~pleonard
--------------------------------------------------------------------
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2/7/23, 12:31 PM Laura Lemay's HTML Books: Are they really that good?

https://groups.google.com/g/comp.infosystems.www.authoring.html/c/6YW_KNvawJs/m/W-GMk_7PcX0J 1/4

18 views

Steve Scipioni Aug 8, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

I have purchased both of Lemay's books on HTML ("Teach Yourself..." and
"Teach Yourself More..."). I like them just ne, but since these are my

rst books on HTML, I really don't have anything to compare them to.
)They seem to be getting a good amount of praise.)

For someone (me) trying to learn how to do HTML right, are these possibly
two of the best references out there?

TIA,

Steve

Christopher Hotz (aka WEBster) Aug 9, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to Steve Scipioni

Here is a list of different books on HTML (don't know how current though).

I got these from a search at URL
http://mirror.wwa.com/mirror/busdir/readmd/readmd.htm

Also, in case someone wonders, no I do not work for these people, I am
not putting in a plug for them except for the fact that I did purchase a
book from them and found the service and price acceptable. Ok , here's the
[ o ] Readme .Doc

Search Results for "html"

7 Days to Master HTML 3 w. CD
by Cearley, Kyy ent
ISBN: 1571690247
Pub: THE WAITE GROUP, 1995, 650 pp.PP
$34.95 Our Price: $26.21
---------------------------------------------------------------------

The De nitive Guidt to HTML 3.0
by Raggett, Dave
ISBN: 0201876930
Pub: ADDISON-WESLEY, 1995, 352 pp.YY
$26.95 Our Price: $21.56
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML 3 How-TO w/CD
by Kerven, David
ISBN: 1571690506
Pub: THE WAITE GROUP, 1995, 600 pp.PP
$34.95 Our Price: $26.21
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML for Fun and Pro t w/ CD-ROM
by Morris, Mary
ISBN: 0133592901
Pub: PRENTICE HALL, 1995, 264 pp.
$35.95 Our Price: $28.76
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML Manual of Style
by Aronson, Larry
ISBN: 1562763008
Pub:, 1994, 132 pp.
$19.95 Our Price: $14.96
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML Publishing for NEtscape w/CD-ROM
by Ventana Press
ISBN: 1566042887
Pub: VENTANTT A, 1995, 400 pp.
$39.95 Our Price: $29.96
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML Sourcebook
by Graham, Ian
ISBN: 0471118494
Pub:, 1995, 416 pp.
$29.95 Our Price: $22.46
---------------------------------------------------------------------

The HTML Visual Quick Reference
by Scharf, Dean
ISBN: 0789704110
Pub: QUE, 1995, 160 pp.
$14.99 Our Price: $11.24
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HTML Web Publishers Construction Kit w/CD
by Fox, David
ISBN: 1571690182
Pub: THE WAITE GROUP, 1995, 1000 pp.PP
$36.95 Our Price: $27.71
---------------------------------------------------------------------

 




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ub: C , 995, 300 pp.
$39.95 Our Price: $31.96
---------------------------------------------------------------------

The Little HTML Book
by Theise, Erick
ISBN: 0782116914
Pub: SYBEX, 1995, 250 pp.
$19.99 Our Price: $14.99
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Marketing on the Internet wit Mosaic, Lynx, and HLL TML
by Ellsworth, Jill
ISBN: 0471118508
Pub: JOHN WILEY & SONS, 1995, 404 pp.
$24.95 Our Price: $18.71
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Netscape and HTML Explorer w/CD-ROM
by LeJeune, Urban
ISBN: 1883577578
Pub: IDG, 1995, 723 pp.
$39.99 Our Price: $29.99
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Providing Dynamic Content with HTML
by Eyzsaguirre, Alan
ISBN: 1562763229
Pub: ZIFF DAVIS PRESS, ?, ? pp.AA
$29.95 Our Price: $22.46
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Teach Yourself More Web Publishing with HTML in a Week
by Lemay, Lauryy a
ISBN: 1575210053
Pub: SAMS, 1995, 451 pp.
$29.99 Our Price: $22.49
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Teach Yourself Web Publishing with HTML in a Week
by Lemay, Lauryy a
ISBN: 0672306670
Pub: SAMS, 1995, 397 pp.
$25.00 Our Price: $18.75
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Tricks of the HTML Gurus
by Morris, Bruce
ISBN: 1575210010
Pub: SAMS, 1995, 500 pp.
$29.99 Our Price: $22.49
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Using HTML, Special Edition w/CD-ROM
by Que Development Group
ISBN: 0789702363
Pub: QUE, 1995, 600 pp.
$39.99 Our Price: $29.99
---------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Call us at 1-800-678-1473

Visa, Mastercard and Discover Accepted

Shipping Charges:

* 1 book = $3.00
* 2 books = $5.00
* 3 books = $6.50
* 4 books = $8.00
* 5 books = $9.00
* 6 books = $9.75
* 7 books = $10.50
* 8 books = $11.00
* 9 books = $11.50
* 10 books = $12.00
* More than 10, please ask.

Pennsylvania residents must include sales tax.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Well, that's about it.

Have a good one!

Chris Hotz

STD DISCLAIMER: Citicorp does not necessarily agree with or condone anything
I say.....

Neal J. Lao Aug 11, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

In article <scipioni-080...@scipioni.nai.net> scip...@nai.net (Steve Scipioni) writes:
>From: scip...@nai.net (Steve Scipioni)
>Subject: Laura Lemay's HTML Books: Are they really that good?
>Date: Tue, 08 Aug 1995 22:00:42 -0500

>I have purchased both of Lemay's books on HTML ("Teach Yourself..." and
>"Teach Yourself More..."). I like them just ne, but since these are my
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> rst books on HTML, I really don't have anything to compare them to.
>)They seem to be getting a good amount of praise.)

>For someone (me) trying to learn how to do HTML right, are these possibly
>two of the best references out there?

I took a look at them the other day and thought they were pretty good. The
thing that stops me from buying books is that there are a lot of very good
texts on the web that will tell you everything you want to know. However, Ir
haven't found many very good descriptions of explaining/using CGIs (don't send
me a URL unless it's really good, I've looked in the obvous places).

But I don't know if I want to buy a whole book, when all I need are the last
two chapters or so....

Do what I do. Keep a binder next to your desk and print out various reference
sheets and explanations that you nd on the net.

Neal

dwfu...@novia.net Aug 12, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

In <scipioni-080...@scipioni.nai.net>, scip...@nai.net (Steve Scipioni) writes:
>I have purchased both of Lemay's books on HTML ("Teach Yourself..." and
>"Teach Yourself More..."). I like them just ne, but since these are my
> rst books on HTML, I really don't have anything to compare them to.
>)They seem to be getting a good amount of praise.)
>
>For someone (me) trying to learn how to do HTML right, are these possibly
>two of the best references out there?

I would characterize these books as excellent. Lemay notes that "you could
nd out everything you need to know from the information out on the Web."

But, these books put it together so you can get started. Then, using the
Web sources she cites, you can build on the foundation. Also, lurking
around places like this helps a lot.

Lemay gets my vote.

Darrell Fulmer | dwfu...@oasis.novia.net | Using OS/2 Internet Tools

The Web Academy Aug 13, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

dwfu...@novia.net wrote:
: I would characterize these books as excellent. Lemay notes that "you could

: nd out everything you need to know from the information out on the Web."

: But, these books put it together so you can get started. Then, using the
: Web sources she cites, you can build on the foundation. Also, lurking
: around places like this helps a lot.

: Lemay gets my vote.

Mine, too. These books are outstanding not only for the technical content,
but also for the writing style. You get a sense that there's an actual
*person* behind the words... someone who has gone through the same learning
process and is eager to make you knowledgable and productive.

I think Lemay's rst book can take some degree of credit for the growth
of the Web itself. I wonder how many of the tens of thousands of home
pages created in the past six months have been done by folks with dog-eared
copies of "Teach Yourself Web Publishing..." within arm's reach.

Attendees of my classes get a choice of either of her books or (also
excellent) "Running a Perfect Web Site".

- Dave Elliott
--
************* Professional Training for Information Providers ************
THE WEB ACADEMY Email: web...@shell.portal.com
19672 Stevens Creek Blvd. #244 WWW: http://www.portal.com/~webacad/
Cupertino, CA 95014 VoiceMail: 408-271-7060 Fax: 408-253-5794
**************************************************************************

Shinu Gupta Aug 15, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

I personally think these books are great. I have not found too many good books
on CGI scripts.

Send e-mail to in...@libhitech.com (15-25% discount) with message:
help
send ineternet

Also check out:
http://www.libhitech.com/libhitech/

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In article <40ie2o$s...@nntp.novia.net>, dwfu...@novia.net writes:
|> In <scipioni-080...@scipioni.nai.net>, scip...@nai.net (Steve Scipioni) writes:
|> >I have purchased both of Lemay's books on HTML ("Teach Yourself..." and
|> >"Teach Yourself More..."). I like them just ne, but since these are my
|> > rst books on HTML, I really don't have anything to compare them to.
|> >)They seem to be getting a good amount of praise.)
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|> >
|> >For someone (me) trying to learn how to do HTML right, are these possibly
|> >two of the best references out there?
|>

|> I would characterize these books as excellent. Lemay notes that "you could
|> nd out everything you need to know from the information out on the Web."
|>
|> But, these books put it together so you can get started. Then, using the
|> Web sources she cites, you can build on the foundation. Also, lurking
|> around places like this helps a lot.
|>
|> Lemay gets my vote.
|>
|>

Hung-Hsien Chang Aug 22, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

Dear Steve:

Lemay's book is really a good book to start with. Her second book
teach yourself more about html is also good but I don't think it is
as good as the rst one. ( of course, I can't justify this personal preference.)
There are other books that are pretty good:
HTML for fun and pro t. (who? I don't recall. Sun publishes it.)
Build your web site. (NetGensis)
Of course, The HTML resource book is good reference.

Actaully, all the stuff theyy y have written is on the Internet. But
these books compile them in a nice way. ( one way or another.)

Enjoy... and tell me if you have found some good books.
( I read them all, each one of them. As for gabbarage one, I toss them
right away.)

Steve Scipioni (scip...@nai.net) wrote:
: I have purchased both of Lemay's books on HTML ("Teach Yourself..." and

: "Teach Yourself More..."). I like them just ne, but since these are my
: rst books on HTML, I really don't have anything to compare them to.
: )They seem to be getting a good amount of praise.)

: For someone (me) trying to learn how to do HTML right, are these possibly
: two of the best references out there?

: TIA,

: Steve

Peter Flynn Sep 9, 1995, 12:00:00 AM

to

Dixit laon...@student.msu.edu (Neal J. Lao):

> However, I
> haven't found many very good descriptions of explaining/using CGIs (don't send
> me a URL unless it's really good, I've looked in the obvous places).

ou describe in a little more detail what it is about using
scripts that you want[ed] to nd but which was missing from the
sources you checked? I've been asked if it's worth writing Yet
Another Book About Scripts, but it's not clear which aspects
of scripting people most want to see covered:

o how to write using sh
o how to write using csh
o how to write using ksh/bash/etc
o how to write using perl
o how to use sed, awk, grep etc
o how to write in Visual Basic
o how to write in Applescript
o how to use the CGI environment variables in a script
o restrictions in writing for a httpd server (eg timing)

Please mail me if you have strong views one way or another.

//// /P// eter

http://www.ucc.ie/~p ynn/books/wwwbook.html
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Copyright 1995 Chattanooga News-Free Press Company

Length: 688 words

Body

Books, once again, are inundating my office, a sign that the fall book season is on. Last year I could have built a 
small house using Internet books as bricks. The Internet clearly remains a popular subject this year, with the Web a 
particular focus now.

By the number of titles on the subject, readers must be interested in creating home pages on the Web. Home 
pages can be your face to the world -- they're your own personal publishing center. Do you have a short story you 
want people to read? Put it on your home page. Or a recipe? A film review? Snapshots of your dog? Aunt Peggy's 
deep thoughts? ("A chicken gizzard ain't much good for nothin' -- but of course, chicken like 'em.") Put them there, 
too.

The trick to home pages, of course, is to make them interesting to look at and to read. That takes skill and 
imagination, as well as some knowledge of HTML. Hence there is an array of HTML book titles.

HTML is not as complex as a programming language. It's defined as a "markup language," meaning that you first 
create a text document, then you mark it up with HTML, giving hypertext links to words or phrases. Such links are 
connections to other documents or other parts of the same document. You also can add graphics and special fonts. 
In essence, learning HTML is learning desktop publishing for the Web.

I've glanced through a number of titles and found the following helpful: " Using HTML, Special Edition" by Tom 
Savola (Que, $39.99 with CD-ROM); "HTML Web Publisher's Construction Kit" by David Fox and Troy Downing 
(The Waite Group, $36.95 with CD-ROM); and "The Macintosh Web Browser Kit" by Dan Meriwether (John Wiley & 
Sons Inc., $29.95 with CD-ROM).

By far the simplest and best, however, is a little book called "10-Minute Guide to Internet Assistant for Word" by J. 
Michael Roach (Que, $10.99). With the book, you create HTML pages quite easily using an add-on program called 
Internet Assistant for Microsoft Word for Windows. The program is free and can be downloaded from the Web at 
Microsoft's home page.

The book is so well-written, and the add-on program so well-conceived, that you really don't need to know the finer 
points of HTML. You're making your home pages by design rather than by programming. Why read a 700-page 
book when this 160-page one will get you working quickly and with less frustration?

If you like complexity and programming, however, I received two books aimed at advanced users: "HTML Visual 
Quick Reference" by Dean Scharf (Que, $14.99) and "Build a Web Site" by Net.Genesis and Devra Hall (Prima 
Online, $34.95).

If you're new to computers -- or you're searching for a gift for a new user -- look to "The Little PC Book" by 
Lawrence J. Magid (Peachpit Press, $18). It covers how a PC works, how to get good deals on computers and 
software, the basics of operating your PC, and which software is best, among other topics. I catch Magid's 
computer columns in the L.A. Times. He writes well, and I recommended this book last year.
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A book that looked scary but quite quickly proved interesting is "Net Tech - - Your Guide to Tech Support, Product 
News, and Software Resources on the Info Highway" by Michael Wolff (Random House Electronic Publishing, $19). 
It reads and looks much like the Whole Earth catalogs, but instead of interesting material things, it's about 
interesting things online -- and most of them are free beyond the cost of getting on the Internet.

In this case, the items have to do with getting support for all your computer questions. It tells you how to get online, 
how to join newsgroups, how to find computer magazines online, and much more. The same publisher also offers 
other books on the Internet: "Net Guide," "Net Sports," "Net Chat," " Net Money" and "Net Trek."

Last, if you're looking at how the Internet can help your business -- using the Internet as a kind of electronic 
billboard (which much of it seems to me anyway) -- then you might try "Launching a Business on the Web" by David 
Cook and Deborah Sellers (Que, $39.99). In particular, it covers how to place your business on the Web, how to 
take orders and collect money, and how to advertise on the Net.

Load-Date: September 2, 1996

End of Document
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