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[57] ABSTRACT 

In a data processing system having a host processor, a 
cache store for storing segments of data, a bulk memory 
and a storage control unit for controlling transfers be­
tween the processor, cache store and bulk memory, the 
storage control unit normally responds to a read or 
write command from the host processor to control the 
transfer of data. If a copy of the data transferred is not 
resident in the cache store then a copy is written therein 
by the storage control unit. If the length of a data trans­
fer exceeds a first threshold length then the storage 
control unit does not write a copy of the data into the 
cache store. If the length of a data transfer exceeds a 
second threshold length, and the transfer begins on a 
segment boundary and comprises an integral number of 
segments, then the storage control unit does not write a 
copy of the data into the cache store. The writing into 
the cache store is transparent to the host processor. The 
use of a transfer threshold prevents data from being 
entered into the cache store when it is not likely to be 
used again soon. Two thresholds are provided because 
the data transferred in long transfers of an integral num­
ber of segments is even less likely to be used again soon 
than the data transferred in long transfers that do not 
begin on a segment boundary or comprise an integral 
number of segments. 
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CACHE/DISK SUBSYSTEM WITH CACHE 
BYPASS 

An object of the present invention is to provide in a 
data processing system of the type having, a bulk mem­
ory having addressable space for storing data; a host 
processor for issuing commands, each command defin-

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application relates to concurrently field applica­
tions Ser. Nos. 207,152, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,394,733, 
and 207,097, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,394,732, both'assigned 
to the same assignee as the present application. The 
disclosure of these applications are incorporated herein 
by reference. 

5 ing an operation to be performed and specifying the 
starting address and the length of the bulk memory 
space at which the operation is to be performed; a cache 
store for storing copies of segments of data which are 
stored in, or are to be stored in the bulk memory; and, 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 a storage control unit connected to the host processor, 
the bulk memory and the cache store and responsive to 
commands from the host processor for controlling the 
transfer of data between the host processor, the bulk 

The present invention relates to a data processing 15 
system and more particularly to a cache/disk subsystem 
wherein a storage control unit is disposed in the system 
intermediate a host processor, a cache store and a plu­
rality of disk drive devices to control the transfer of 
data between the host processor, cache store and the 20 
disk drive devices. 

Application Ser. No. 207,152 discloses in detail a data 
processing system wherein a cache store stores seg­
ments of data which are copies of segments of data 
recorded on disks, or copies of data which must be 25 
written on the disk. The arrangement is such that when 
the host processor issues a command to transfer data 
between the processor and a disk, a copy of the data 
transferred is entered into the cache memory. The host 
processor specifies the disk space at which a com- 30 
mantled operation is to take place by specifying the 
starting address on the disk and the number of words to 
be transferred. A given command may specify a data 
transfer length of one word or many segments of words, 
each segment containing, typically, 1792 words. Since 35 
the storage control unit normally writes into the cache 
store a copy of the data transferred, it is obvious that for 
very long data transfers a large portion of any data in 
the cache store may be replaced with the data being 
transferred. This is undesirable because, statistically, it 40 
has been found that the data transferred during a long 
data transfer is not likely to be used again soon. Further­
more, statistics show that data transferred during very 
long data transfers that begin and end on segment 
boundaries is even less likely to be soon used again than 45 
data transferred during long data transfers that do not 
begin on a segment boundary or do not comprise an 
integral number of segments of data. 

memory, and the cache store, the storage control unit 
being normally operative in response to a given com­
mand from the host processor defining a transfer of data 
between the host processor and the bulk memory for 
writing a copy of the data in the cache store, the im­
provement comprising: storage means for storing a 
bypass value indicative of the maximum number of 
segments which may be written into the cache store in 
response to the given command; first comparing means 
in the storage control unit for comparing the bypass 
value with the length of bulk memory space specified 
by the given command; and means in the storage con­
trol unit responsive to the comparing means for inhibit-
ing the writing of data into the cache store in response 
to the given command if the comparison indicates that 
the bypass value is less than the length of bulk memory 
space specified by the command. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a data 
processing system as described above wherein: the com­
mand issued by the host processor specifies the starting 
address and the number of words to be transferred, the 
storage control unit including converting means for 
converting the specifies number of words to a con-
verted value specifying the number of segments in­
volved in the transfer, the comparing means comprising 
means responsive to the converting means for compar­
ing the converted value with the bypass value to inhibit 
the writing of data into the cache store if the converted 
value is greater than the bypass value. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a data 
processing system as described above wherein the bulk 
memory comprises at least one disk on which data is 
recorded by segments, the storage means includes 
means for storing a second bypass value indicative of a 
second maximum number of segments which may be 
written into the cache store in response to the given SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
method and apparatus for bypassing a cache store when 
a host processor issues a command to a cache/disk 
subsystem defining a long data transfer, said method 
and apparatus accomplishing the bypass operation in a 
manner which is transparent to the host processor. 

50 command; and the storage control unit includes, means 
for determining if the given command specifies bulk 
memory space having a starting address which begins 
on a segment boundary and a length equal to an integral 
number of segments; second comparing means respon-

A further object of the invention is to provide a 
method and apparatus for bypassing a cache store when 
a host processor issues a command to a cache/disk 
subsystem, said method and apparatus providing a first 
or a second threshold transfer length above which data 
is not entered into the cache store, the arrangement 
being such that a data transfer length specified by the 
host processor command may be compared against one 
or both of the threshold transfer lengths depending 
upon whether or not the command specifies a transfer 
which begins on a segment boundary and extends for an 
integral number of segments. 

55 sive to the means for determining, the conversion means 
and the second bypass value for comparing the con­
verted value with the second bypass value only if the 
given command specifies bulk memory space having a 
starting address which begins on a segment boundary 

60 and a length equal to an integral number of segments, 
the second comparing means including means produc­
ing an output signal if the second bypass value is less 
than the converted value; and, means responsive to the 
output signal for inhibiting the first comparing means 

65 and the writing of data into the cache store in response 
to the given command. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
method of operating a data processing system of the 

Page 3 of 7



3 
4,433,374 

type including a bulk memory having addressable space 
for storing data, a host processor for issuing commands, 
each command defining an operation to be performed 
and specifying the starting address and the length of the 
bulk memory space at which the operation is to be S 
performed, a cache store for storing copies of segments 
of data which are stored in, or are to be stored in the 
bulk memory, storage means for storing variables, and a 
storage control unit connected to the bulk memory, the 
host processor, the cache store and the storage means 10 
and responsive to a given command from the host pro­
cessor for controlling the transfer of data between the 
host processor, the bulk memory and the cache store, 
the storage control unit being normally operative in 
response to the given command from the host processor IS 
defining a transfer of data between the host processor 
and the bulk memory for writing a copy of said trans­
ferred data in the cache store, the method comprising: 
creating a first variable representing a first theshold 
data transfer length, the first threshold length defining 20 
the maximum number of segments in the cache memory 
which may be written in response to the given com­
mand; comparing the first variable with the length of 
bulk memory space specified by the given command; 
and, inhibiting the writing of a copy of the transferred 25 
data into the cache store if the first threshold data trans-

4 
segment descriptor table a storage control unit may 
determine whether or not a copy of the data from the 
disk space specified by a host processor command is 
resident in the cache store. 

Normally, when a host processor issues a Normal 
Read or Normal Write command to a storage control 
unit, the storage control unit checks the segment de­
scriptor fable to see if a copy of the data from the disk 
space specified by the command is resident in the cache 
store. If it is, the storage control unit controls the trans­
fer of the data between the cache store and the host 
processor. 

If a command is a Normal Read command and a copy 
of the data from one or more segments of the disk space 
specified by the command is not resident in the cache 
store, the data is read from the disk to staging buffer 132 
and then to the host processor via data bus 128 and a 
channel interface. If a copy of the data from one or 
more segments of the specified disk space is resident in 
the cache store then these segments are transferred to 
the host processor through the staging buffer instead of 
the corresponding segment of data from the disk. Cop­
ies of all segments of data transferred to the host proces­
sor are entered into the cache store. 

If the command is a Normal Write command, the 
data from the host is written into the cache store. If the 
specified transfer does not begin on a segment boundary 
the first segment of data is read from the disk if it is not 
resident in the cache store, or read from the cache store 

fer length is less than the length of bulk memory space 
specified by the given command whereby the cache 
store is not filled with data which is not likely to be soon 
used again. 

Other objects of the invention and its mode of opera­
tion will become apparent from the following descrip­
tion and the accompanying drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ORA WINGS 

The single FIGURE is a given block diagram of a 
cache/disk subsystem. 

30 if it is resident therein. The segment is overwritten in 
the staging buffer with the data from the host processor 
and the result returned to the cache store. The last 
segment is treated in the same manner as the first seg­
ment. 

35 In the write operations described above, the data is 
not written to the disk under the control of the proces­
sor which issued the command. The storage control 
unit controls the subsequent transfer of "written-to" 
segments from the cache store to the disks at a time DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

INVENTION 40 which is more convenient for the storage control unit. 
As illustrated in the drawing, a cache/disk subsystem 

comprises first and second storage control units 100, 
102, a cache store comprising one or more cache stor­
age units 104, 106, a bulk memory comprising a plural-
ity of disk drives 108, 110 for driving storage disks, and 45 
a plurality of channel units A-D for connecting the 
storage control units to one or more host processors 
(not shown). 

As illustrated in storage control unit 102, each storage 
control unit includes a processor and control store 112, 50 
a staging buffer 132 and interface circuits for interfacing 
with the disk drive devices and the chan~el unit. 

As explained in detail in application Ser. No. 207,152, 
a host processor issues commands through a channel 
unit to the storage control unit when the host processor 55 
wishes to read data from, or transfer data to, one of the 
disk drive devices. A command issued by the host pro­
cessor defines the operation to be performed and speci­
fies the starting address of as well as the length (number 
of words) of the disk space at which the operation is to 60 
be performed. 

Data in the cache store and on the disks is managed 
by segments. The cache store stores copies of segments 
of data which have recently been read from the disks to 
a host processor or sent to the storage control unit by a 65 
host processor for writing onto the disks. A segment 
descriptor table 126 has an entry therein for each seg­
ment of data in the cache store and by utilizing the 

This operation is described in application Ser. No. 
207,097. 

The host processor may also issue an Acquire Write, 
Store Thru, Dispersed Read or Dispersed Write com­
mand. 

An Acquire Write command is issued by the host 
processor when it knows that the write operation is the 
first access of the specified disk space hence there is no 
need to perform a pre-write read from the disk as is 
done with some Normal Write commands. The data is 
transferred from the host processor through the storage 
control unit to the cache store. 

A Store Thru command is a form of write command 
issued by a host proces~r when it is imperative that the 
data be written onto a disk as soon as possible. The data 
entry into the cache store is the same as for a Normal 
Write command but the storage control unit issues a 
seek to a disk drive so that the data may also be written 
onto a disk. 

Dispersed Read and Dispersed Write commands by­
pass the cache store and transfer data from the disk to 
the host processor, or from the host processor lo the 
disk. 

When a Normal Read, Normal Write, Acquire Write 
or Store Thru command specifies a long disk space, the 
segments of the data transferred are entered into the 
cache store and tend to fill it. The purpose of the cache 
store is to hold data which most likely will be used soon. 

Page 4 of 7
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On the other hand, it has been found that extremely 
Jong data transfers usually involve data that is not likely 
to be used again soon. Furthermore, statistics show that 
long data transfers which begin and end on segment 
boundaries usually relate to data which is even less 5 
likely to be used than data in long transfers that do not 
begin and end on segment boundaries. In recognition of 
this fact, the system is provided with two threshold 
variables designated Bypass 1 and Bypass 2. A Parame­
terize command loads the variables into a variable store 10 
which stores the segment descriptor table 126 at the 
time the system is parameterized. Bypass 1 is used as a 
threshold value for transfers which do not begin and 
end on segment boundaries and Bypass 2 is used as a 
threshold value for segments which do begin and end 15 
on segment boundaries. 

As explained with reference to FIG. 69 of application 
Ser. No. 207,152, the length of data transfer specified by 
a command from a host processor is converted into a 
number NSEG representing the number of segments ( or 20 
partial segments) involved in the transfer, this conver­
sion being done by the storage control unit. Subse­
quently, the storage control unit executes a Cache Com­
mand Breakout routine as described with reference to 
FIGS. 70A-70D of that application. During that rou- 25 
tine, the storage control unit tests the command re­
ceived from the host processor to determine which of 
the following conditions it meets. 

a. is it an Acquire Write command? 
b. is it a Dispersed Read, Dispersed Write, Store 30 

Thru, or Normal Read command? 
c. does the transfer start on a segment boundary? 
d. does the transfer involve a transfer of an integral 

number of segments? 
If the command is an Acquire Write command, or is 35 

a command other than a Normal Read, Store Thru, or 
Dispersed command, begins on a segment boundary and 
involves a disk space which is an integral number of 
segments, NSEG is compared with Bypass 2. If Bypass 
2 is less than NSEG, the command is converted to a 40 
dispersed mode command which, as explained above, 
bypasses the cache store and prevents the data being 
transferred between the host processor and disk from 
being copied into the cache store. 

If the command is not an Acquire Write, Dispersed 45 
Read or Dispersed Write command and is not a Normal 
Read or Store Thru command that begins on a segment 
boundary and involves an integral number of segments 
or if it is a Normal Read or Store Thru command that 
does begin on a segment boundary and involve an inte- 50 
gral number of segments but NSEG is less than Bypass 
2, then NSEG is compared with Bypass 1. If Bypass 1 is 
less than NSEG then the command is converted to a 
dispersed mode command (read or write) to bypass the 
cache store. 55 

If NSEG is less than both Bypass 1 and Bypass 2 then 
the command is handled by the storage control unit in 
the normal way with copies of any transferred data 
being entered into the cache store. 

Reference may be made to application Ser. No. 60 
207,152 for a complete description of the data process­
ing system illustrated in FIG. 1 herein, and to the de­
scription in that application relating to FIGS. 70A-70D 
for a full description of how the bypass threshold values 
are checked during the Cache Command Decode rou- 65 
tine. 

We claim: 
1. In a data processing system of the type having, 

a bulk memory having addressable space for storing 
data; 

a host processor for issuing read or write commands, 
each command defining an operation to be per­
formed and specifying the starting address and the 
length of the bulk memory space at which said 
operation is to be performed; 

A cache store for storing copies of segments of data 
which are stored in, or are to be stored in said bulk 
memory; and, 

a storage control unit connected to said host proces­
sor, said bulk memory and said cache store and 
responsive to commands from said host processor 
for controlling the transfer of data between said 
host processor, said bulk memory, and said cache 
store, 

said storage control unit being normally operative in 
response to any given one of said commands issued 
from said host processor defining a transfer of data 
between said host processor and said bulk memory 
for writing a copy of said data in said cache store, 

the improvement comprising: 
storage means for storing a bypass value indicative 

of the maximum number of segments which may 
be written into said cache store in response to 
any of said commands; 

first comparing means in said storage control unit 
for comparing said bypass value with the length 
of bulk memory space specified by said given 
command prior to the transfer of any data be­
tween said bulk memory and said host processor; 

means in said storage control unit responsive to 
said comparing means for inhibiting the writing 
of data into said cache store in response to said 
given command if said comparison indicates that 
said bypass value is less than the length of bulk 
memory space specified by said given command; 
and, 

means in said storage control unit responsive to 
said comparing means for writing into said cache 
store a copy of the data specified by said given 
command if said comparison indicates that said 
bypass value is greater than the length of bulk 
memory space specified by said given command. 

2. A data processing system as claimed in claim 3 
wherein: 

the given command issued by said host processor 
specifies the starting address and the number of 
words to be transferred, 

said storage control unit including converting means 
for converting the specified number of words to a 
converted value specifying the number of segments 
involved in the transfer, 

said comparing means comprising means responsive 
to said converting means for comparing said con­
verted value with said bypass value to inhibit the 
writing of data into said cache store if said con­
verted value is greater than said bypass value. 

3. A data processing system as claimed in claim 2 
wherein 

said bulk memory comprises at least one disk on 
which data is recorded by segments, 

said storage means includes means for storing a sec­
ond bypass value indicative of a second maximum 
number of segments which may be written into in 
said cache store in response to said given com­
mand; and 

said storage control unit includes, 
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8 
means for determining if said given command spec­

ities bulk memory space having a starting ad­
dress which begins on a segment boundary and a 
length equal to an integral number of segments; 

second comparing means responsive to said means 5 
for determining, said conversion means and said 
second bypass value for comparing said con­
verted value with said second bypass value only 
if said given command specifies bulk memory 
space having a starting address which begins on 10 

a segment boundary and a length equal to an 
integral number of segments, 

said second comparing means including means 
producing an output signal if said bypass value is 15 
less than said converted value; and, 

means responsive to said output signal for inhibit­
ing said first comparing means and the writing of 
data into said cache store in response to said 
given command. 20 

4. In a data processing system including a bulk mem­
ory having addressable space for storing data, a host 
processor for issuing read or write commands, each 
command defining an operation to be performed and 
specifying the starting address and the length of the 25 
bulk memory space at which said operation is to be 
performed, a cache store for storing copies of segments 
of data which are stored in, or are to be stored in said 
bulk memory, storage means for storing variables, and a 
storage control unit connected to said bulk memory, 30 
said host processor, said cache store and said storage 
means and responsive to any given one of said com­
mands issued from said host processor for controlling 
the transfer of data between said host processor, said 
bulk memory and said cache store, said storage control 35 

unit being normally operative in response to said given 
command from said host processor defining a transfer of 
data between said host processor and said bulk memory 
for writing a copy of said transferred data in said cache 40 
store, the method of preventing the filling of said cache 
store with data which is not likely to be soon used again, 
said method comprising: 

creating a first variable representing a first theshold 
data transfer length, said first threshold length 45 
defining the maximum number of segments in said 
cache memory which may be written in response 
to any of said commands; 

comparing said first variable with the length of bulk 
memory space specified by said given command 50 
prior to the transfer of any data between the bulk 
memory and the host processor; 

inhibiting the writing of a copy of said transferred 
data into said cache store if said first threshold data 
transfer length is less than the length of bulk mem- 55 
ory space specified by said given command; and, 

60 

65 

writing a copy of said transferred data into said cache 
store if said first threshold data transfer length is 
gre'.lter than the length of bulk memory space spec­
ified by said given command. 

S. A method as claimed in claim 4 wherein the length 
of bulk memory space specified by said given command 
is specified as a number of words, said method further 
comprising: 

converting said specified number of words to a value 
representing an equivalent number of segments, a 
segment comprising an integral number of words; 
and, 

said comparing comprising comparing said variable 
with said value representing an equivalent number 
of segments. 

6. A method as claimed in claim S and further com­
prising: 

creating a second variable representing a second 
threshold data transfer length, said second thresh­
old length defining a second maximum number of 
segments in said cache memory which may be 
written to in response to said given command; 

determining from said cache command if said speci­
fied bulk memory space comprises an integral num­
ber of segments and starts at a segment boundary; 

comparing said second variable with said value repre­
senting an equivalent number of words if it is deter­
mined that said specified bulk memory space begins 
on a segment boundary and comprises an integral 
number of segments; and, 

inhibiting the writing of a copy of said transferred 
data into said cache store if the comparison of said 
second variable with said value representing an 
equivalent number of words indicates that said 
second threshold data transfer length is less than 
the length of bulk memory space specified by said 
given command. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 6 wherein the step of 
comparing said first variable with said value represent­
ing an equivalent number of segments is not executed if 
the comparison of said second variable with said value 
representing an equivalent number of segments indi­
cates that said second threshold data transfer length is 
less than the length of bulk memory space specified by 
said given command, 

whereby one threshold is employed to inhibit writing 
data into said cache store if the bulk memory space 
specified in said given command begins on a seg­
ment boundary and comprises an integral number 
of segments, and 

a second threshold is employed to inhibit writing data 
into said cache store if the bulk memory space 
specified in said given command does not begin on 
a segment boundary or does not comprise an inte­
gral number of segments. 

• • • • • 
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