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This material may be protected by Copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)840 noblesse • noma 

uncorrupted by European civilization; also : a person exemplifying this 
conception 

no,blesse \no-'bles\ n [ME, fr . AF noblesce, fr. noble] (13c) 1 : noble 
birth or condition 2 : the members esp. of the French nobility 

no,blesse oblige \no- 'bles-a-'blezh\ n [F, lit. , nobility obligates] (1837) 
: the obligation of honorable, generous, and responsible behavior asso­
ciated with high rank or birth 

no,ble,wom,an \'no-bal-,wu-man\ n (13c) : a woman of noble rank 
: PEERESS 

1no,body \'no-ba-de, -,ba-de\pron (14c): no person: not anybody 
2nobody n, pl no,bod,ies (1581) : a person of no influence or conse­

quence 
no-brain,er \'no-'brii-nar\ n (1973) : something that requires a mini­
mum of thought 

no,ce,bo \,no-'se-(,)bo\ n, pl -bos [L, I will be harmful; after placebo] 
(1961) : a harmless substance that when taken by a patient is associated 
with harmful effects due to negative expectations or the psychological 
condition of the patient 

no,cent \'no-s•nt\ acJj [ME, fr. L nocent-, nocens, fr. prp. of nocere to 
harm, hurt - more at NOXIOUS] (15c) : HARMFUL 

no,ci,cep,tive \,no-si-'sep-tiv\ acJj [L nocere + E -i- + receptive] (1904) 
1 of a stimulus : PAINFUL, INJUruous 2 : of, induced by, or respond­
ing to a nociceptive stimulus <,..,_, pain) <a,..,_, nerve pathway) 

no,ci,cep,tor \,no-si-'sep-tar\ n (1967) : a receptor (as in the skin) for 
nociceptive stimuli : a pain sense organ 

1 nock \'niik\ n [ME nocke notched tip on the end of a bow; akin to MD 
nocke summit] (14c) 1 : one of the notches cut in either of two tips of 
horn fastened on the ends of a bow or in the bow itself for holding the 
string 2 a : the part of an arrow having a notch for the bowstring b 
: the notch itself 

2nock vi (14c) 1 : to make a nock in (a bow or arrow) 2 : to fit (an ar­
row) against the bowstring 

no contest n (1952): NOLO CONTENDERE 
noct,am,bu,list \niik-'tam-bya-list\ n [L noct-, nox night + -ambulist 
(as in somnambulist) - more at NIGHT] (ca. 1731) : a person who 
walks while asleep : SLEEPWALKER 

noc,ti,Iu,cent cloud \,niik-ta-'Jii-s0 nt-\ 11 [noctilucent ultim. fr. L noel­
+ lucent-, lucens lucent] (1910) : a luminous thin usu. colored cloud 
seen esp. at twilight at a height of about 50 miles (80 kilometers) 

noc,tu,Id \'niik-cha-wad, 'niik-ta-\ n [NL Noctuidae, fr. Noctua, genus 
of moths, fr. L, the little owl (Athene noctua); akin to L nox night] 
(1894) : any of a large family (Noctuidae) of medium-sized often dull• 
colored moths with larvae (as cutworms and armyworms) that are of­
ten destructive agricultural pests - noctuid adj 

noc,turn \'niik-,tarn\ n [ME nocturne, fr. AF, fr. ML nocturna, fr. L, 
fem. of nocturnus] (14c) : a principal division of the office of matins 

noc,tur,nal \niik-'tar-n°1\ adj [ME, fr. AF or LL; AF nocturne/, fr. LL 
nocturnalis, fr. L nocturnus of night, nocturnal, fr. noel-, nox night] 
(15c) 1 : of, relating to, or occurring in the night <a ,..,_, journey) 2 
: active at night <a,..,_, predator) - noc,tur,nal,ly \-n•J-e\ adv 

noc,turne \'niik-,tarn\ n [F, adj. , nocturnal, fr. L nocturnus] (1814) : a 
work of art dealing with evening or night; esp : a dreamy pensive com­
position for the piano - com;:,are AUBADE 3 

noc,u,ous \'nii-kya-was\ adj [L nocuus, fr. nocere to harm - more at 
1 NOXIOUS] (1635) : HARMFUL - nOC•U•OUS•IY adv 
nod \'niid\ vb nod•ded; nod,ding [ME nodden; perh. akin to OHG 
hnot6n to shake] vi (14c) 1 : to make a quick downward motion of the 
head whether deliberately (as in expressing assent or salutation) or in­
voluntarily (as from drowsiness) 2 : to incline or sway from the verti­
cal as though ready to fall 3 : to bend or sway the upper part gently 
downward or forward : bob gently 4 : to make a slip or error in a mo­
ment of abstraction _, vt 1 : to incline (as the head) downward or 
forward 2 : to bring, invite, or send by a nod (nodded us in) 3 : to 
signify by a nod <nodded their approval) - nod,der n 

2nod n (ca. 1541) 1 : the act or an instance of nodding (gave a ,..,_, of 
greeting) 2 : an indication esp. of approval or recognition 

nod,al \'no-d0 1\ adj (1830) : being, relating to, or located at or near a 
node - no,dal,i,ty \no-'da-la-te\ n - nod,al,ly \'no-d0 J-e\ adv 

nodding adj (1565) 1 : bending downward or forward : DROOPING 
<,..,_, flowers) 2 : SLIGHT, SUPERFICIAL (a~ acquaintance) 

nod,dle \'nii-d0 1\ n [ME nodle back of the head or neck] (1572) : HEAD, 
PATE 

nod,dy \'nii-de\ n, pl noddies [prob. short for obs. noddypoll, alter. of 
hoddypol/ fumbling inept person] (ca. 1530) 1 : a stupid person 2 
: any of several stout-bodied terns (esp. genus Anous) of warm seas 

node \'nod\ n [ME, fr. L nodus knot, node; akin to Mir naidm bond] 
(15c) 1 a : a pathological swelling or enlargement (as of a rheumatic 
joint) b : a discrete mass of one kind of tissue enclosed in tissue of a 
different kind 2 : an entangling complication (as in a drama) : PRE­
DICAMENT 3 : either of the two points where the orbit of a planet or 
comet intersects the ecliptic; also : either of the points at which the or­
bit of an earth satellite crosses the plane of the equator 4 a : a point, 
line, or surface of a vibrating body or system that is free or relatively 
free from vibratory motion b : a point at which a wave has an ampli­
tude of zero 5 a : a point at which subsidiary parts originate or center 
b : a point on a stem at which a leaf or leaves are inserted c : a point 
at which a curve intersects itself in such a manner that the branches 
have different tangents d : VERTEX lb 

node of Ran,vier \-'rii"-ve-,ii\ [Louis A. Ranvier tl922 Fr. histologist] 
(ca. 1885) : a small gap in the myelin sheath of a myelinated nerve fiber 

nod off vi (1914) : to fall asleep 
no,dose \'no-,dos\ adj [L nodosus, fr. nodus] (1687) : having numerous 
or conspicuous protuberances - no,dos,i,ty \no-'dii-sa-te\ n 

nod,u,lar \'nii-ja-lar\ adj (1794) : of, relating to, characterized by, or 
occurring.in the form of nodules <~ lesions) 

nod,u,la,t1on \,na-ja-'lii-shan\ n (1872) 1 : the process of forming 
nodules and esp. root nodules containing symbiotic bacteria 2 : NOD­
ULE 

nod,ule \'na-(,)jiil\ n [ME, fr. L nodulus, dim. of nodus] (15c) : a small 
m!15s of rounded or irregular shape: as a : a small rounded Jump of a 
mineral or mineral aggregate b : a swelling on a leguminous root that 
contains symbiotic bacteria c : a small abnormal knobby bodily pro­
tuberance (as a tumorous growth or a calcification near an arthritic 
joint) 

no,dus \'no-das\ n, pl no,di \'no-,di, -,de\ [L, knot, node] (ca. 1738) 
: COMPLICATION, DIFFICULTY 

no,el \no-'el\ n [F noel Christmas, carol, fr. OF Nae/ (Deu), Noel Christ­
mas, fr. L natal is birthday, fr. natalis natal] (1811) 1 : a Christmas car. 
ol 2 cap: CHRlSTMAS 

noesplo/No 
no,et,ic \no-'e-tik\ adj [Gk noetikos intellectual, fr. noein to think, fr 
nous mind] (1653) : of, relating to, or based on the intellect · 

no-fault adj (1967) 1 : of, relating to, or being a motor vehicle insur: 
ance plan under which someone involved in an accident is compensat­
ed usu. up to a stipulated limit for actual losses (as for property dam. 
age, medical bills, and lost wages) by that person's own insurance com­
pany regardless of who is responsible for the accident 2 : of, relating 
to, or being a divorce law under which neither party is held responsible 
for the breakup of the marriage 3 : characterized by the absence of a 
prevailing sense of individual responsibility (as for behavior) 

no-frills \'no-'frilz\ adj (1960) : offering or providing only the essen­
tials : not fancy, elaborate, or luxurious (a,..,_, airline) 

nog \'nag\ n [origin unknown] (1693) 1 : a strong ale formerly brewed 
in Norfolk, England 2 [by shortening] : EGGNOG 

nog,gin \'na-g;m\ n [origin unknown] (1630) 1 : a small mug or cup 
2 : a small quantity (as a gill) of drink 3 : a person's head 

nog,ging \'na-gan, -gil)\ n [nog wooden block the size of a brick] (1825) 
: rough brick masonry used to fill in the open spaces of a wooden 
frame 

no-go adj (1971) : being an area into which entry is forbidden or dan­
gerous <~ tourist areas) 

1 no-good \'no-'gud\ adj (1908) : having no worth, virtue, use, or chance 
of success <a~ scoundrel) 

2no-good \'no-,gud\ n (1924) : a no-good person or thing 
no-good,nik \,no-'gud-nik\ n (1936) : NO-GOOD, LOWLIFE 
Noh also No \'no\ n, pl Noh also No [Jp no, lit., talent] (1871) : classic 
Japanese dance-drama having a heroic theme, a chorus, and highly 
stylized action, .costurning, and scenery 

1 no-hit adj (1900)-: of, relating to, or being a baseball game or a part of 
a game in which a pitcher allows the opposition no base hits 

2no-hit vt (1967) : to give up no base hits to <,..,_, them for five innings) 
no-hit-ter \,no-'hi-tar\ n (1947) : a no-hit game in baseball 
no-holds-barred \,no-,hol(d)z-'biird\ adj (1961) : free of restrictions 
or hampering conventions <a,..,_, contest) 

no-hop,er \'no-'ho-par\ n (ca. 1943) chiefly Brit : one that has no 
chance of success 

no,how \'no-,hau\ adv (1775) 1 : in no manner or way: not at all (was 
~ equal to the task) 2 dial : ANYHOW 

noil \'noi(-a)l\ n [origin unknown] (ca. 1624) : short fiber removed dur­
ing the combing of a textile fiber and often separately spun into yarn 

noir \'nwiir\ n [short for film noir] (1980) 1 : crime fiction featuring 
hard-boiled cynical characters and bleak sleazy settings 2 : FILM 
NOIR - noir adj - noir,ish \-ish\ adj 

1noise \'noiz\ n [ME, fr. AF, disturbance, noise, fr. L nausea nausea) 
(13c) 1 : loud, confused, or senseless shouting or outcry 2 a 
: SOUND; esp : one that lacks agreeable musical quality or is noticeably 
unpleasant b : any sound that is undesired or interferes with one's 
hearing of something c : an unwanted signal or a disturbance (as stat· 
ic or a variation of voltage) in an electronic device or instrument (as ra· 
dio or television); broadly : a disturbance interfering with the opei:-3· 
tion of a usu. mechanical device or system d : electromagnetic rad!a· 
tion (as light or radio waves) that is composed of several freque!1c1f 
and that involves random changes in frequency or amplitude e : 1rr~ · 
evant or meaningless data or output occurring along with desiretn· 
formation 3 : common talk : RUMOR; esp : SLANDER 4 : sornet mg 
that attracts attention <the play . .. will make little ~ in the fworl~ 
-Brendan Gill) 5 : something spoken or uttered 6 : a style o. roe 
music that is loud, often discordant, and usu. uses electronic noise (as 
feedback) - noise,less \-las\ acJj - noise,less,ly adv . 

2noise vb noised; nois,ing vi (14c) 1 : to talk much or loudly i ·-:~ 
make a noise ,_, vt : to spread by rumor or report - usu. use WI 
about or abroad <the scandal was quickly noised about) . a 

noise,mak,er \'noiz-,mii-kar\ n (1574) : one that makes noise; es~se­
device (as a horn or rattle) used to make noise at parties - no. 
mak•ing \-kil)\ nor adj o-

noise pollution n (1966) : annoying or harmful noise (as of autoin 
biles or jet airplanes) in an environment . nut 

noi,sette \nwa- 'zet, nwii-\ n [F, dim. of nois choice cut of meat, ht., at ' 
fr. OF, fr. L nux - more at NUT] (1891) : a small piece of lean rner of 

noi,some \'noi-sam\ adj [ME noysome, fr. noy annoyance, aite(i4C) 
anoi, fr . AF anui, fr. anuier to harass, annoy - more at ANNOY]to the 
1 : NOXIOUS, HARMFUL 2 a : offensive to the senses and _e&P; nable 
sense of smell <~ garbage) b : highly obnoxious or obJecUO nol· 
<~ habits) syn see MALODOROUS noi,some,ly adv -
some,ness n . full of 

noisy \'noi-ze\ adj nois•i•er; -est (1693) 1 : making noise 2 i·ceablY 
or characterized by noise or clamor (a ~ office) 3 : n~ 1 dv­
showy, gaudy, or bright : CONSPICUOUS - nois,i,IY \'n6i-za-le\ a 
nois,i,ness \-ze-nas\ n rii\ n 

no,li me tan,ge,re \,no-le-(,)me-'tan-ja-re, -,Ii-, -(,)ma-, -•tii.l)c/~zo:17Jl 
[L, do not touch me; fr. Jesus' words to Mary Magdalene n 
(1591) : a warning against touching or interference ursuel 

nol,le pro,se,qui \,nii-le-'pra-sa-,kwi\ n [L, to be unwilling t0Je pro · 
(1681) : an entry on the record of a legal action denoting tha_t itber a; 
ecutor or plaintiff will proceed no further in an action or su:/ fendants 
a whole or as to some count or as to one or more of several e 

no,lo \'no-(,)16\ 11 (1914) : NOLO CONTENDERE . ,-, mu· 
no-load \'no-'liid\ aqj (1963) : charging no sales commission (a 
tual fund) - no-load \'no-,lod\ n wislt !0 

no,lo con,ten,de•re \'no-(,)Jo-kan-'ten-da-re\ n [L, I d~ not t adlll11' 
contend] (1872) : a plea in a criminal prosecution that w1th~~reciude 
ting guilt subjects the defendant to conviction but does no ~ 
denying the truth of the charges in a collateral proceeding 11 prosequ 

nol-pros \'niil-'priis\ vt nol-prossed; nol-pros,sing [110 e 
(ca. 1878) : to discontinue by entering a nolle prosequi ( fan ol~1 

no,ma \'no-ma\ n [NL, fr. Gk nome, fr. nemein to spread '! invll51 d 
lit. , to graze, pasture - more at NIMBLE] (1834) : a spreading fats! ll1'I 
gangrene chiefly of the lining of the cheek and lips that is usu, 



1302 thread • thriving 

(the ~sofa spiderweb) b : a slender stream (as of water) c : a pro­
jecting helical rib (as in a fitting or on a pipe) by whic h parts can be 
screwed together : SCREW THREAD 3 : something continuous or 
drawn out: as a : a line of reasoning or train of thought that connects 
the parts in a sequence (as of ideas or events) ( lost the~ of the story) 
b : a continuing element (a ~ of melancholy marked all his writing) 
c : a series of newsgroup messages following a single topic 4 : a tenu­
ous or feeble support (hung on by a~> 5 pl : CLOTHING - thread­
less \-las\ aqj - thread•like \-,Hk\ aqj 

2thread vt (14c) 1 a : to pass a thread through the eye of (a needle) b 
: to arrange a thread, yarn, or lead-in piece ·in working position for use 
in (a machine) 2 a (1) : to pass something through in the manner of a 
thread<~ a pipe with wire) (2) : to pass (as a tape, line, or film) into 
or through something (~ed a fresh roll of film into the camera) b 
: to make o ne's way through or between (~ing narrow alleys); also 
: to make one's way usu. cautiously through a hazardous situation 3 
: to put together on or as if on a thread : STRING<~ beads) 4 : to in­
terweave with or as if with threads : INTERSPERSE (dark hair ~ed with 
silver) 5 : to form a screw thread on or in ,.._. vi 1 : WEAVE 2 (the car 
~ed through traffic) 2 : to form a thread - thread.er n 

thread•bare \'thred-,ber\ aqj (14c) 1 a : having the nap worn off so 
that the thread shows : SHABBY <~ clothes) b : wearing threadbare 
clothing : very poor (took in ~ relatives -Russell Baker) c : barely 
adequate because of cheapness or shabbiness (a ~ production) 2 
: exhausted of interest or freshness syn see TRITE - thread•bare­
ness n 

thread•fin \-,fin\ n (ca. 1890) : any of various bony fishes (family 
Polynemidae, esp. genus Polydactylus) having elongated filamentous 
rays on the pectoral fin; also : a fish (as Dorosoma pretense of the her­
ring family) having usu. one similar ray extending from a fin 

thread•worm \-,warm\ n (1802) : a long slender nematode worm (as a 
pinworm or strongyle) 

thready \'thre-de\ aqj (1597) 1 : consisting of or bearing fibers or fila­
ments (a ~ bark) 2 a : resembling a thread : FILAMENTOUS b 
: tending to form or draw out into strands : ROPY 3 : lacking in full­
ness, body, or vigor: THIN (a~ voice) - thread•i•ness n 

threap \'threp\ vt [ME threpen, fr. OE threapianJ (bef. 12c) 1 chiefly 
Scot : SCOLD, CHIDE 2 chiefly Scot : to maintain persistently 

1threat \ 'thret\ n [ME thret coercio n, threat, fr. OE threat coercion; akin 
to MHG droz annoyance, L trudere to push, thrust] (bef. 12c) 1 : an 
expressio n of intention to inflict evil, injury, or damage 2 : one that 
threatens 3 : an indication of something impending (the sky held a~ 
of rain) 

2threat vb (bef. 12c) archaic : THREATEN 
threat.en \'thre-t0 n\ vb threat•ened; threat•en•ing \'thret-niIJ, 'thre­

t°n-iIJ\ vt (13c) 1 : to utter threats against 2 a : to give signs or warn­
ing of : PORTEND (the clouds ~ed rain) b : to hang over dangerously 
: MENACE (famine ~s the city) 3 : to announce as intended or possi­
ble (the workers ~ed a strike) 4 : to cause to feel insecure or anx­
ious (felt ~ed by his brother's success) ,.._. vi 1 : to utter threats 2 
: to portend evil - threat•en•er \'thret-nar, 'thre-t°n-ar\ n - threat­
en•ing•IY \'thret-nil)-le, 'thre-t0 n-il)-\ adv 

threatened aqj (1960) : having an uncertain chance of continued sur­
vival (a~ species); specif: likely to become an endangered species 

three \'thre\ n [ME, fr. three, adj., fr. OE thne (masc.), threo (fem. & 
neut.); akin to OHG drt three, L tres, Gk treisJ (bef. 12c) 1 - see 
NUMBER table 2 : the third in a set or series (the ~ of hearts) 3 a 
: something having three units or members b : THREE-POINTER -
three aqj - three pron, pl in constr 

three-bag.ger \-'ba-gar\ n (1881) : TRIPLE 
three-ban \-,b61\ aqj (1839) : relating to or being a golf match in which 
three player s compete against one another with each playing a single 
ball 

three-card monte \ 'thre-'kard-\ n (1854) : a gambling game in which 
the dealer shows three cards, shuffles them, places them face down, 
and invites spectators to bet they can identify the location of a particu­
lar card 

three-col•or \'thre-'ka-lar\ aqj (1893) : being or relating to a printing 
or photographic process wherein three primary colors are used to re­
produce all the colors of the subject 

3-D \'thre-'de\ n [D, abbr. of dimensional] (1951) : a three-dimensional 
form; also : an image or a picture produced in it - 3-D aqj 

three-deck•er \'thre-'de-kar\ n (1795) 1 : a wooden warship carrying 
guns on three decks 2 : TRIPLE-DECKER 

three-dl•men•sion•al \'thre-da-'mench-nal, -'men(t)-sha-n°1 also -di-\ 
aqj (1872) 1 : of, relating to, or having three dimensions 2 : giving 
the illusion of depth or varying distances - used esp. of an image or a 
pictorial representation on a two-dimensional medium when this illu­
sion is enhanced by stereoscopic means 3 : describing or being de­
scribed in well-rounded completeness (a~ analysis of m ultiple histor­
ical processes -L. L. Snyder) 4 : true to life : LIFELIKE - three-di­
men•sion•al•i•tY \ -,men(t)-sha-'na-la-te\ n 

three.fold \' thre-,fold, -'fold\ aqj (bef. 12c) 1 : having three parts or 
members : TRIPLE (a~ purpose) 2 : being three times as great or as 
many (a~ increase) - three•fold \-'fold\ adv 

three-gait•ed \ -'gii-tad\ aqj (1948) of a horse : trained to u se the walk, 
trot, and canter 

three-hand•ed \ -'han-dad\ aqj (1680) : played by three players <~ 
bridge) 

Three Hours n (ca. 1891) : a service of devotion between noon and 
three o'clock on Go'od Friday 

three-legged \'thre-'legd, -'liigd; -'le-gad, -'Iii-\ aqj (1596) : having 
three legs (a~ stool) 

three-legged race n (1872) : a race between pairs of competitors with 
each pair having their adjacent legs bound together 

three-mile limit n (1876) : the limit of the marginal sea of three miles 
included in the territorial waters of a state 

three of a kind (ca. 1897): three cards of the same rank in one hand -
see POKER illustration 

three-peat \'thre-,pet\ n [blend of three and repeat] (1988) : a third 
consecutive championship - three-peat vi 

three.pence \'thre-pan(t)s, 'thri-, 'thra-, US also 'thre-pen(t)s\ n (1589) 
1 pl threepence or three•penc•es : a coin worth threepence 2 : the 
sum of three British pennies 

three.pen•nY \ 'thre-p(a-)ne, ' thri-, 'thrn-, US also ' thre-,pe-ne\ am 05c) 
1 : costing or worth threepence 2 : POOR 

three-phase aqj (1892) : of, relating to, or operating by means of a 
combination of three circuits energized by alternating e lectromotive 
forces that differ in phase by one third of a cycle 

three-piece adj (1904) : consisting of or made in three pieces (a ~ 
suit) 

three-pointer n (1977) : a basketball shot or field goal from beyond 
the three-point line 

three-point landing n (1918) : an airplane landing in which the two 
main wheels of the landing gear and the tail wheel or skid or nose 
wheel touch the ground simulta neously 

three-point line n (1977) : a line on a basketball court forming an arc 
at a set distanq: (as 22 feet) from the basket beyond which a field goal 
counts for three points 

three-quarter aqj (1606) : extending to three-quarters of the nonnal 
full length (a~ sleeve) 

three-quarter-bound aqj (ca. 1951) of a book : bound like a half, 
bound book but h aving the material on the spine extended to cover 
about one third of the boards - three-quarter binding n 

three-ring circus n (1902) 1 : a circus with simultaneous perfor­
mances in three rings 2 : something wild, confusing, engrossing, or 
entertaining 

three R's n pl [fr. the facetiously used phrase reading, 'riting, and 'rith­
meticJ (1828) 1 : the fundamentals taught in elementary school; esp 
: reading, writing, and arithmetic 2 : the fundamental skills in a field 
of endeavor 

three•score \'thre-'sk6r\ aqj (14c) : being three times twenty : SIXTY 
three.some \ ' thre-sam\ n (14c) 1 : a group of three persons or things 

: TRIO 2 : a golf match in which one person plays his or her ball 
against the ball of two others playing each stroke alternately 

three-spined stickleback \'thre-'spin(d)-\ n (1769) : a stickleback 
(Gasterosteus aculeatus) chiefly of fresh and brackish waters that typi­
cally has three cjorsal spines - called also three-spine stickleback 

three-toed sloth-\'thre-'tod-\ n (1847) : any of a genus (Bradypus) of 
sloths having three clawed digits on each foot and eight or nine verte­
brae in the neck - compare TWO-TOED SLOTH 

three-wheel•er \-,hwe-lar, -,we-\ n (1886) : any of various vehicles 
having three wheels 

thre•node \ ' thre-,nod, ' thre-\ n (1614) : THRENODY - thre•nod,ic 
\thri-'nii-dik\ aqj - thren•o•dist \'thre-na-dist\ n 

thren•o•dY \ 'thre-na-de\ n, pl -dies [Gk threnoidia, fr. threnos dirge + 
aeidein to sing - more at DRONE, ODE] (1634) : a song of lamentation 
for the dead : ELEGY 

thre•o•nine \ ' thre-a-,nen\ n [prob. fr. threonic acid (C4HsOs)J (1936): a 
colorless crystalline essential amino acid ~H9N03 

thresh \ ' thresh, 'thrash\ vb [ME thresshen, fr. OE threscan; akin to 
OHG dreskan to thresh] vt (bef. 12c) 1 : to separate seed from (a har­
vested plant) mechanically; also : to separate (seed) in this way 2 
: THRASH 4 3 : to strike repeatedly _, vi 1 : to thresh grain 2 a 
: THRASH 2 b : THRASH 3 

thresh•er \ ' thre-shar, 'thra-\ n (13c) 1 : one that threshes; esp 
: THRESHING MACHINE 2 : THRESHER SHARK 

thresher shark n (1888) : a large nearly cosmopolitan shark (Alopi~ 
vu/pinus) that has a greatly elongated curved upper lobe of the tatl 
which is often used to thresh the water to round up the schooling fish 
on which it feeds - see SHARK illustration 

thresh•inQ machine \ ' thre-shiIJ-, ' thra-\ n (1775): a machine for- sepa­
rating gram crops into grain or seeds and straw 

thresh•old \'thresh-,hold, 'thre-,shold\ n [ME thresshold, fr. OE 
threscwald; akin to ON thresk;jpldr threshold, OE threscan to thresh] 
(bef. 12c) 1 : the plank, stone, or piece of timber that lies underha 
door : SILL 2 a : GATE, DOOR b (1) : END, BOUNDARY; specif : ! e 
end of a runway (2) : the place or point of entering or beginm_n8 
: OUTSET (on the~ of a new age) 3 a : the point at which a physio­
logical or psychological effect begins to be produced ( has a high~~ 
pain) b : a level, point, or value above which something is true or' 
take place and below which it is not or will not 

threw past a/THROW . . 
thrice \ ' thris\ adv [ME thrie, thries, fr. OE thriga; akin to OFrtS thna 
three t imes, OE thrte three] (13c) 1 : three times - often used in comb 
bination (thrice-married) 2 a : in a threefold manner or degree 
: to a high degree . 1 

thrift \ 'thrift\ n [ME, fr. ON, prosperity, fr. thrifask to thrive] (J3c) neY 
: healthy and vigorous growth 2 : careful management esp. _of mo "~ 
3 chiefly Scot : gainful occupation 4 : any of a genus (Armeria) of 10 fl· 
growing perennial evergreen herbs of the plumbago family; esp : a ti~SS 
ed herb (A. maritima) with oink or white flower heads 5 : a ~av 
bank or savings and loan association - called also thrift instituti~ 2 

thrift•less \'thrift-las\ acij (15c) 1 : lacking usefulness or wo recs 
: careless, wasteful, or incompetent in handling money or resou 
: IMPROVIDENT - thrift•less•IY adv - thrift•less•ness n . esP• 

thrift shop n (1944) : a shop that sells secondhand articles and 
clothes and is often run for charitable purposes and 

thrifty \'thrif-te\ aqj thrift•i•er; -est (14c) 1 : thriving by in~u5t1io or 
frugality : PROSPEROUS 2 : growing vigorously 3 : gt~~.,.,0 _. 
marked by economy and ~ood management syn see sP;uu•• 
thrift•i•IY \ -ta-le\ adv - thrift•i•ness \-te-nas\ n . th>¢ 

thrill \'thril\ vb [ME thirlen, thrillen to pierce, fr. OE thyr/lan, fr. cause: 
hole, fr. thurh through - more at THROUGH] vt (1592) 1 8 : to ';::,eJ 
to experience a sudden sharp feeling of excitement ( the . ne,vs 2 : to 
him) b : to cause to have a shivering or tingling sensation so as 
cause to vibrate or tremble perceptibly _, vi 1 : to move or P~0 ei· 
to cause a sudden wave of emotion 2 : to become thrilled: 

3
a. ·1Jlll~l-

perience a sudden sharp excitement b : TINGLE, THROB · 
BLE, VIBRATE - thrill n - thrill•lng•IY \'thri-lil)-le\ adv . ·on or 

thril•ler \ ' thri-lar\ n (1889) : one that thrills; esp : a work of f:1 of in' 
drama designed to hold the interest by the use of a high degr 
trigue, adventure, or suspense of Ill' 

thrips \ ' thrips\ n, pl thrips [L, woodworm, fr. Gk] (1795) : anj"'llich 
order (Thysanoptera) of small to minute sucking insects manY 0 

feed often destructively on plant juices 11r111••1 
thrive \'thriv\ vi thrived or throve \ ' throv\; thrived alsob t ref!· o 
\'thri-van\; thriv•lng \'thri-vil)\ [ME, fr. ON thrifask, pro · 




