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{the ~s of a spiderweb) b : a slender stream (as of water) € : a pro-
jecting helical rib (as in a fitting or on a pipe) by which parts can be
screwed together : SCREW THREAD 3 : something continuous or
drawn out: as a : a line of reasoning or train of thought that connects
the parts in a sequence (as of ideas or events) {lost the ~ of the story)
b : a continuing element {a ~ of melancholy marked all his writing)
C : a series of newsgroup messages following a single topic 4 : a tenu-
ous or feeble support <hung on by a ~)» 5 p/: CLOTHING — thread-
less \-las\ adj — thread:-like \-lik\ ad/
hread vz (14c) 1 a: to pass a thread through the eye of (a needle) b
: to arrange a thread, yarn, or lead-in piece in working position for use
in (a machine) 2 a (1) : to pass something through in the manner of a
thread {~ a pipe with wire) (2) : to pass (as a tape, line, or film) into
or through something {~ed a fresh roll of film into the camera) b
: to make one's way through or between {~ing narrow alleys); also
: to make one’s way usu. cautiously through a hazardous situation 3
: to put together on or as if on a thread : STRING {~ beads) 4 :to in-
terweave with or as if with threads : INTERSPERSE {dark hair ~ed with
silver) 5 :to form a screw thread on orin ~ vi 1 : WEAVE 2 {the car
~ed through traffic) 2 :to form a thread — thread-er n
thread-bare \'thred-,ber\ adj (14c) 1 a : having the nap worn off so
that the thread shows : SHABBY {~ clothes) b : wearing threadbare
clothing : very poor {took in ~ relatives —Russell Baker) ¢ : barely
adequate because of cheapness or shabbiness (a ~ production) 2
: exhausted of interest or freshness Syn see TRITE — thread-bare-
ness n
thread-fin \-fin\ n (ca. 1890) : any of various bony fishes (family
Polynemidae, esp. genus Polydactylus) having elongated filamentous
rays on the pectoral fin; also : a fish (as Dorosoma pretense of the her-
ring family) having usu. one similar ray extending from a fin
thread-worm \-,warm\ » (1802) : a long slender nematode worm (as a
pinworm or strongyle)
thready \'thre-dé\ adj (1597) 1 : consisting of or bearing fibers or fila-
ments {a ~ bark) 2 a : resembling a thread : FILAMENTOUS
: tending to form or draw out into strands : ROPY 3 : lacking in full-
ness, body, or vigor : THIN {a ~ voice) — thread-i-ness n
threap \'thrép\ v¢ [ME threpen, fr. OE thréapian] (bef. 12c) 1 chiefly
Scot : SCOLD, CHIDE 2 chiefly Scot : to maintain persistently
threat \'thret\ n [ME thret coercion, threat, fr. OE thréat coercion; akin
to MHG droz annoyance, L frudere to push, thrust] (bef. 12¢) 1 : an
expression of intention to inflict evil, injury, or damage 2 : one that
t};rea.te;ls 3 : an indication of something impending {the sky held a ~
of rain
2threat vb (bef. 12¢) archaic : THREATEN
threat-en \'thre-t°n\ vb threat-ened; threat-en-ing \'thret-nin, 'thre-
t®n-ip\ vz (13c) 1 : to utter threats against 2 a : to give signs or warn-
ing of : PORTEND {the clouds ~ed rain> b : to hang over dangerously
: MENACE {famine ~s the city) 3 :to announce as intended or possi-
ble (the workers ~ed a striked 4 : to cause to feel insecure or anx-
ious (felt ~ed by his brother’s success) ~ vi 1 : to utter threats 2
: to portend evil — threat-en-er \'thret-nar, 'thre-t°>n-or\ n — threat-
en-ing-ly \'thret-nin-1€, 'thre-t>n-in-\ adv
threatened adi (1960) : having an uncertain chance of continued sur-
vival {a ~ species); specif : likely to become an endangered species
three \'thré\ n [ME, fr. three, adj., fr. OE thrie (masc.), thréo (fem. &
neut.); akin to OHG dri three, L tres, Gk treis] (bef. 12c) 1 — see
NUMBER table 2 : the third in a set or series {the ~ of hearts) 3 a
: something having three units or members b : THREE-POINTER —
three adi — three pron, pl in constr
three—bag-ger \-'ba-gor\ # (1881) : TRIPLE
three—ball \-,bol\ adj (1839) : relating to or being a golf match in which
}Jhrﬁae players compete against one another with each playing a single
al
three—card monte \'thré-'kird-\ n (1854) : a gambling game in which
the dealer shows three cards, shuffles them, places them face down,
imd in\éites spectators to bet they can identify the location of a particu-
ar car
three—col-or \'thré-'ka-lar\ adj (1893) : being or relating to a printing
or photographic process wherein three primary colors are used to re-
produce all the colors of the subject
3—D \'thré-'dé\ »n [D, abbr. of dimensional] (1951) : a three-dimensional
form; also : an image or a picture produced in it — 3—-D adj
three—deck-er \'thré-'de-kar\ n (1795) 1 : a wooden warship carrying
guns on three decks 2 : TRIPLE-DECKER
three—di-menssion-al \'thré-ds-'mench-nal, -'men(t)-sha-n°l also -di-\
adj (1872) 1 : of, relating to, or having three dimensions 2 : giving
the illusion of depth or varying distances — used esp. of an image or a
pictorial representation on a two-dimensional medium when this illu-
sion is enhanced by stereoscopic means 3 : describing or being de-
scribed in well-rounded completeness {a ~ analysis of multiple histor-
ical processes —L. L. Snyder) 4 : true to life : LIFELIKE — three—di-
men-sion-al-i-ty \-;men(t)-sha-'na-la-té\ n
three-fold \'thré-,fold, -'fold\ adj (bef. 12¢) 1 : having three parts or
members : TRIPLE {a ~ purpose) 2 : being three times as great or as
many <a ~ increase) — three-fold \-'fold\ ady
three—gait-ed \-'ga-tod\ adj (1948) of a horse : trained to use the walk,
trot, and canter
ﬂgrgde-lgand-ed \-'han-dad\ adj (1680) : played by three players {~
ridge
Three Hours n (ca. 1891) : a service of devotion between noon and
three o’clock on Good Friday
three-legged \'thré-'legd, -‘lagd; -'le-gad, -'1a-\ adj (1596) : having
three legs <a ~ stool)
three—legged race n (1872) : a race between pairs of competitors with
each pair having their adjacent legs bound together
three—mile limit » (1876) : the limit of the marginal sea of three miles
included in the territorial waters of a state
three of a kind (ca. 1897) : three cards of the same rank in one hand —
see POKER illustration
three—peat \'thré-,pét\ n [blend of three and repeat] (1988) : a third
consecutive championship — three—peat vi
three-pence \'thre-pon(t)s, 'thri-, 'thro-, US also 'thré-pen(t)s\ n (1589)
1 pl threepence or three-penc-es : a coin worth threepence 2 : the
sum of three British pennies
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three-pen-ny \'thre-p(e-)né, 'thri-, "thre-, US also 'thré-,pe-né\ adj (15¢)
1 : costing or worth threepence 2 : POOR

three—phase adj (1892) : of, relating to, or operating by means of 5
combination of three circuits energized by alternating electromotive
forces that differ in phase by one third of a cycle

three—piece adj (1904) : consisting of or made in three pieces <a ~_

suit)

three—pointer n (1977) : a basketball shot or field goal from beyond
the three-point line $

three—point landing » (1918) : an airplane landing in which the two
main wheels of the landing gear and the tail wheel or skid or nose
wheel touch the ground simultaneously

three—point line » (1977) : a line on a basketball court forming an arc
at a set distance (as 22 feet) from the basket beyond which a field goa]
counts for three points

three—quarter adj (1606) : extending to three-quarters of the normal
full length {a ~ sleeve) :

three—quarter—-bound adj (ca. 1951) of a book : bound like a half-
bound book but having the material on the spine extended to cover
about one third of the boards — three—quarter binding »

three-ring circus n (1902) 1 : a circus with simultaneous perfor-
mances in three rings 2 : something wild, confusing, engrossing, or
entertaining

three R’s n pl [fr. the facetiously used phrase reading, riting, and ’rith-
metic] (1828) 1 : the fundamentals taught in elementary school; esp
: reading, writing, and arithmetic 2 : the fundamental skills in a field
of endeavor

three-score \'thré-'skor\ adj (14c) : being three times twenty : SIXTY

three-some \'thré-som\ n (14c) 1 : a group of three persons or things
: TRIO 2 : a golf match in which one person plays his or her ball
against the ball of two others playing each stroke alternately

three—-spined stickleback \'thré-'spin(d)-\ n (1769) : a stickleback
(Gasterosteus aculeatus) chiefly of fresh and brackish waters that typi-
cally has three dorsal spines — called also three-spine stickleback

three—toed sloth \'thré-'tod-\ n (1847) : any of a genus (Bradypus) of
sloths having three clawed digits on each foot and eight or nine verte-
brae in the neck — compare TWO-TOED SLOTH

three-wheel-er \-,hwé-lor, -,wé-\ n (1886) : any of various vehicles
having three wheels

thre-node \'thré-nod, 'thre-\ n (1614) : THRENODY — thre.nod:ic
\thri-'nd-dik\ adj — thren.o.dist \'thre-na-dist\ n

thren-o-dy \'thre-na-dé\ n, p/ -dies [Gk thréndidia, fr. thrénos dirge +
aeidein to sing — more at DRONE, ODE] (1634) : a song of lamentation
for the dead : ELEGY

thre-o-nine \'thré-a-,nén\ n [prob. fr. threonic acid (C4sHzOs)] (1936) : a
colorless crystalline essential amino acid C4HoNO3 i

thresh \'thresh, 'thrash\ vb [ME thresshen, fr. OE threscan; akin to
OHG dreskan to thresh] v (bef. 12c) 1 : to separate seed from (a har-
vested plant) mechanically; also : to separate (seed) in this way 2
: THRASH 4 3 : to strike repeatedly ~ vi 1 : to thresh grain 2a
I THRASH 2 b : THRASH 3

thresh-er \'thre-shor, 'thra-\ n (13c) 1 : one that threshes; esp
: THRESHING MACHINE 2 : THRESHER SHARK !

thresher shark n (1888) : a large nearly cosmopolitan shark (4/opias
vulpinus) that has a greatly elongated curved upper lobe of the tail
which is often used to thresh the water to round up the schooling fish
on which it feeds — see SHARK illustration

thresh-ing machine \'thre-ship-, 'thra-\ n (1775) : a machine for sepa~
rating grain crops into grain or seeds and straw

thresh-old \'thresh-hold, 'thre-shold\ n [ME thresshold, fr. OE
threscwald; akin to ON threskjoldr threshold, OE threscan to thresh
(bef. 12c) 1 : the plank, stone, or piece of timber that lies upder a
door : SILL 2 a : GATE, DOOR b (1) : END, BOUNDARY; specif * the
end of a runway (2) : the place or point of entering or beginning
: OUTSET {on the ~ of a new age) 3 a: the point at which a physio-
logical or psychological effect begins to be produced ¢has a high ~ {0
pain) b : alevel, point, or value above which something is true or
take place and below which it is not or will not

threw past of THROW i g

thrice \'thris\ adv [ME thrie, thries, fr. OE thriga; akin to OFris thmf
three times, OE thrie three] (13c) 1 : three times — often used in comb
bination {thrice-married> 2 a : in a threefold manner or degre€
: to a high degree 1

thrift \'thrift\ n [ME, fr. ON, prosperity, fr. thrifask to thrivel (13¢) ey
: healthy and vigorous growth 2 : careful management esp. 0! m‘l’: o
3 chiefly Scot : gainful occupation 4 : any of a genus (drmeria) of fuft
growing perennial evergreen herbs of the plumbago family; esp : 2
ed herb (4. maritima) with pink or white flower heads 5 : as2
bank or savings and loan association — called also thrift instllum”l'1 2

thrift-less \'thrift-las\ adj (15c) 1 : lacking usefulness or wo
: careless, wasteful, or incompetent in handling money or }'Esou
: IMPROVIDENT — thrift-less:ly adv — thrift-less-ness » d esp-

thrift shop n (1944) : a shop that sells secondhand articles an
clothes and is often run for charitable purposes ) and

thrifty \'thrif-té\ adj thrift-i-er; -est (14c) 1 : thriving by m}ius"'{o or
frugality : PROSPEROUS 2 : growing vigorously 3 : given
marked by economy and good management syn see SPARI
thrift-i-ly \-to-18\ adv — thrift-i-ness \-té-nos\ n ! shyrel
thrill \'thril\ vb [ME thirlen, thrillen to pierce, fr. OE thyrlian, fr. caust,
hole, fr. thurh through — more at THROUGH] vz (1592) 1a:10 4
to experience a sudden sharp feeling of excitement (the.ncwsz . t0
him)» b : to cause to have a shivering or tingling sensation as
cause to vibrate or tremble perceptibly ~ vi 1 :to move or P® 10 €%
to cause a sudden wave of emotion 2 : to become thrilled: a° ppy
perience a sudden sharp excitement b : TINGLE, THROB ’
BLE, VIBRATE — thrill n — thrill-ing-ly \'thri-lip-1€\ adv :
thril-ler \'thri-lor\ 7 (1889) : one that thrills; esp : a work of fi
drama designed to hold the interest by the use of a high degre®
trigue, adventure, or suspense - of 80
thrips \'thrips\ n, p! thrips [L, woodworm, fr. Gk] (1795) : a“fwhich_
order (Thysanoptera) of small to minute sucking insects many ©
feed often destructively on plant juices er'%'}
thrive \'thriv\ vi thrived or throve \'throv\; thrived almb refl

\'thri-ven\; thriv-ing \'thri-vip\ [ME, fr. ON rhrifask, proo

3 "
jon O
ct! Of in





