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How to prevent sections of your pages from being indexed 

This help topic describes how to prevent sections of a document from being indexed . To prevent an entire document from being indexed, see 
How to Rrevent \(our R.9.ges from being indexed . 

FDSE supports the proprietary "robots" comment tag. This tag allows a web author to apply robots exclusion ru les to arbitrary sect ions of a 
document. The tag has one attribute, content, with the fo llowing possible va lues : 

• noindex - the text enclosed in the tag is not sa ved in the index 
• nofollow - links are not extracted from the text enclosed 
• none - enclosed text is not indexed nor searched for links 

Va lues " index", "follow", and "all" are also va lid . In pract ice they are ignored since they are the unspoken defaults . 

This feature is expected to fit the customer need of preventing certain parts of a document - such as a navigational sidebar - from being 
included in the search . 

Example : 

< HTML> 
< BODY> 

This text will be indexed . 
<a href= "foo.html" > th is li nk wil l be followed </A> 

< !-- robots content="none" -- > 

This text will NOT be indexed. 
<a href="bar.html "> this li nk w ill NOT be followed </A> 

< ! -- /robots -- > 

< !--robots con tent="noindex" -- > 

This text will NOT be indexed. 
<a href= "barl. html" > th is li nk WILL be fol lowed </A> 

< ! -- /robots -- > 

< !--robots content="nofollow" -- > 

This text WILL be indexed. 
<a href="barl.html" > this link will NOT be followed </A> 

< ! -- /robots -- > 

la la la 

</BODY> 
</HTML> 

For the example of a navigationa l sidebar, the "noindex" va le wou ld be the best choice. 

This syntax was designed to match the robots META tag . 

For documents which have both the "robots" META tag and the "robots" comment tag, the most restrict ive interpretat ion wil l be made, always 
erring on the side on not indexing or not fo llowing . 

This tag is always respected by FDSE, even when "Crawler: Rogue" is set to 1 and all other robots exclusion ru les are ignored. This is because 
the robots comment tag is proprietary and thus is expected to on ly be used by the FDSE admin istrator. 

Coding: 

All search engines are encouraged to support th is syntax, since it results in sma ll index files, faster sea rches, and more accurate resu lts, and a 
standard syntax for authors to use. Currently Darry l Burgdorf's WebSearch supports th is syntax too . I 've asked Atomz, Google, and Altavista 
to support it and have received some favorab le feedback but I 'm not aware of any code changes on their part. 

I n Perl, the following regu lar expression wil l extract the robots sect ions labe led "none" . This reg ex is designed to be insensitive to wh itespace, 
l ine breaks, case, and the quoted -vs -bare nature of the attribute va lue. This reg ex shou ld be executed as soon as the file is read : 

$_ = $t ext ; 
s ' < ! - - \s*robot s\s+content \s* =\s* " ?none " ?\s* - - >. * ?< ! - - \s* / robot s \s* - - >' 'i sg ; 

For subrouti nes which ext ract lin ks, th is code wi ll ext ract the "nofo llow" sections: 

s ' < ! - - \s*robot s\s+cont ent \s* =\s* " ?nof ollow" ?\s* - - >. * ?< ! - - \s* / r obot s\s* - - >' 'i sg ; 

A final substitution against the "noindex" portion of the file is requi red before indexing or searching for keywords. For those search eng ines 
wh ich j ust read in text and index it, withou t extracting links, the more efficient sing le regex wi ll work: 

s ' < ! - - \s*robot s\s+cont ent \s* =\s* " ? (none I noindex) " ?\s* - - >. * ?< ! - - \s* / r obot s \s* - - >' 'i sg; 

See also ComRatibili t',' with Atomz .com noindex tag. 

History: origina lly introduced as the FDSE: ROBOTS HTML tag in version 2.0.0.003 1. 

As of version 2.0.0.0044, the HTM L comment equ ivalent was int roduced . This equ ivalent format is preferred because it will not cause 
problems w ith ed itors that on ly support strict ly va lid HTML, and it will not cause prob lems with nesting, and it can be adopted as a vendor­
independent standard . The equ iva lent forms are: 

<FDSE:R0B0TS value= "none" > XXX </ FDSE:R0B0TS> 
<! -- robots content ="none" - - > xxx <! - - / robots-- > 
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<FDSE:ROBOTS value=" nofollow"> XX X </ FDSE:ROBOTS > 
<! -- robots content =" nofollow" -- > xxx <! -- / robots -- > 

< FDSE: ROBOTS value=" noindex "> XXX </ FDS E: ROBOTS > 
<! -- robots content =" no i ndex" -- > xxx <! -- / robots- - > 

Hand ling of these tags is case insensitive and is insensitive to linear and vertica l whitespace. 

Bugs/ reverse compatibility: in early versions, FDSE used the singu lar format "FDSE:ROBOT" and" !-- robot content" . It was later realized 
that for compatibil ity with the "robots" META tag and the "robots.txt" file, the plural format wou ld have to be used. Thus, as of version 
2.0.0.0048, the FDSE software supports both singu lar and plural forms, and the documentation promotes the plural form. If you have an 
earlier version of FDSE software, then you should use the singu lar form "robot" rather than "robots " in creating your tags . Sorry. 
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