
navigation 

■ Main Page 

■ Community porta l 

■ Current events 

■ Recent changes 

■ Random page 

■ Help 

search 

toolbox 

■ What links here 

■ Related changes 

■ Special pages 

lhttp://microformats.org/wiki/robots-exclusion I ~ OCT ~---~~-------------------------~ ◄ 

263 caRtures • 
29 Oct 2005-6Apr 2022 _1., L_......____l --~~ _.___.~l .,_ _ _________ __ ,._ . 2005 

Robot Exclusion Profile 

Table of contents [hide] 

1 Robot Exclusion Profile 

1.1 Draft Specif ication 2005-06-18 

1. 1.1 Authors 

1. 1.2 Copyright 

1. 1.3 Patents 

1.2 Abstract 

1.3 Introduction 

1.4 Format 

1.4 .1 Profile URI 

1.4 .2 XMDP Profile 

1.5 Examples 

1.6 References 

1.6.1 Normative 

1.6.2 Informat ive 

1.6.3 Thanks 

1.7 Issues 

1.7.1 Precedence 

1.7.2 Specific ity 

1.7.3 Keywords 

1.7.4 Su itability as a microformat 

Draft Specification 2005-06-18 

Authors 

■ Peter Janes {9 

Copyright 

FEB 

► 
2007 

[ed it] 

[ed it] 

[ed it] 

[ed it] 

Th is specifica tion is © 2004-2005 by the author. However, the author intends to submit this specificat ion to a standards body w ith a liberal copyright/licensing policy such as the 

GMPG l"!\ . See the GMPG Principles l"!I for more details . Anyone wish ing to contribute to this effort M UST read those principles , especially those rega rd ing copyright and 

licens ing, and ag ree to them before contribu ting . 

Patents 

The author neither holds nor intends to apply for any patents o n anything required to implement this specificat ion . 

Abstract 

The Robot Exclusion Profi le is a reworking of the Robots META tag (and less-sta nda rd extensions) as a microformat. 

Introduction 

The Robots META tag B is used to provide page-specific d irection for web crawlers. While being usefu l in many cases , its page-specific nature means it cannot be used to 

restrict crawlers from indexing only certa in sectio ns of a document. Several attempts have been made to create more granular solutions through various methods but have 

perceived shortcom ings that limit the ir use; the Robot Exc lusion Profi le defines a microformat that can be applied to any element or set of e lements in a page. 
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Like other m icroformats such as hCa lenda r, the Robot Exclus ion Profi le defines a set of class names tha t may be a ppl ied to (X)HTM L elements. class ca n be applied to almost 

every (X)HTML element, which means that authors may be as specifi c o r gene ral as they w ish in their application . This diffe rs from the similarly-purposed rel="nofollow" 

attribute, which may only be applied to (and does not refer to the content of) a specifi c inl ine link . (It is interesting to note that this behaviour is entirely encompassed by the use 

of cl ass="robots -nofollow" on the same element. ) Classes are also additi ve, so mu ltiple va lues can be specified at o nce, e.g. class="robots-nofollow robots -noindex" . For robot 

exclusion in particu lar, th is allows authors to specify mu ltiple ru les for an element w ithout adding unnecessary extra markup. 

Format 

Profile URI 

http: //exampl e.org/xmdp / robots- profile# (obvious ly preliminary) 

The classes defined by the Robot Exclus ion Profile shou ld be considered mean ingless w hen the profil e URI is not present in the document <head >'s profile attribute. 

XMDP Profile 

<dl class="profile "> 
<dt id=" robots -nofollow" >robots -nofollow</dt> 
<dd > 
Informs robots that links contained by the el ement are not to be followed. 

</ dd > 
<dt id=" robots -follow" >robots - follow< / dt > 
<dd > 
Informs robots that links contained by the el ement are to be followed. 

</ dd > 
<dt id=" robots -noindex" >robots-noindex< / dt> 
<dd > 
Informs robots that the content of the element i s not to be included as part of the page. 

</ dd > 
<dt id=" robots - index" >robots - index</dt> 
<dd> 
Informs robots that the content of the element i s to be i nc l uded as part of the page . 

</ dd > 
<dt id=" robots -noarchive" >robots -noarchive< / dt> 
<dd > 
Informs cach i ng robots that the content of the element is not to be i ncluded in their cached copy. 

</ dd > 
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<at 10= ··rooots -arcn1ve·· >rooots -arcnive< ; at > 
<dd > 
Informs cach i ng robot s that t he content of the element is to be included in their cached copy. 

</ dd > 
</dl > 

Examples 

Removing page content: 

[ed it] 

r----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
' ' ' ' ! <head profile="http: //example.org/ xmdp / robots - profile#"> ! 
: <div class="robots -noindex" >There once was a man f rom Nantucket...</di v> : 

~--~~~~~~-s--~~~: -~-s--~~~-~-b-o-~~- : ~~-a-n--~~~~-s-=~~~~~~~-s---~~~: ~~-x:~~~:~~~-g-~~~~~-<: _s_~~:~~-<: _~~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------j 

Showing nofollow in conj unction w ith votel inks, and apply ing it in paralle l w ith relnofollow : 

r----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
' ' ' ' 

l}:::(~~}:~l~~i~~f;~;j~];;;~it'.~;;;;;;~:~:~:·.:::•<•• J 
Preventing images from being stored by search eng ines , fo rcing them to be retrieved from the orig inating website : 

r----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
' ' ! <head profile="http: //example.org/ xmdp / robots - profile#" > ! 

! _ ~~; <img src="example . png" _ class="robots -noarch i ve"_ alt="Private _ i mage" _l></ p> ---------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i 
A more complex example B is available wh ic h a lso shows how the robots metadata may be visualized B . 
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Issues 
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These are open issues that have been ra ised in various forums. The "efficacy" and "collateral damage" issues from re l="nofollow" a lso apply. 

Precedence [ed it] 

■ Should ea rlie r va lues take precedence or later? Does class="robots -nofollow robots -follow" means the same as cla ss=" robots -nofollow" or class="robots - follow"? 

■ met a tag suggests not using confl ict ing or repeating d irectives and so does not specify precedence 

■ Interaction w ith re lnofollow: what does class=" robots - follow" re l =" nofollow" mean? Currently re lnofollow has no profi le URI defined , so the Robot Exclus ion P rofi le takes 

precedence. In the future, per XMDP's Using Multiple Profiles /9 , <q>the URls in the 'profi le' attribute are to be treated most significant (first) to least significant (last).</q> 

Specificity 

■ Does not a llow contro l of specif ic UAs a la A Standard for Robot Exclusion ~ 

If it is actually necessary to control specific UAs here is an possible soluiton . Exa m ple : 

< ! DOCTYPE html PUBLIC " - //W3C//DTD XHTML 1. 0 Strict / JEN" "http: //www .w3.org/ TR/ xhtmll / DTD/ xht ml l -strict. dtd " > 
<html > 
<head > 
<link re l =" schema . RobotExc l us i on" href ="ht tp: //example. erg/ ... /" /> 
<meta name="RobotExclusion.RobotNamel" content= "Foo Bot" / > 
<meta name="RobotExclusion.RobotName2" content= "Bar Bot" / > 
<meta name="RobotExclusion. RobotName3 " content= "Evil Bot" / > 
</head> 
<body> 
<hl >Page</hl> 
<p class="robots -noindex " >This paragraph shouldn ' t be indexed by any bot. </p> 
<p class="robot3 -noindex " >This paragraph should be indexed by every bot except "Evil Bot". <I p> 
<p class="robots -noindex robotl - i ndex" >This paragr aph should be i ndexed by any bot except " Foo Bot " . </ p> 
</div> 
</body> 
</html> 

[ed it] 

Of course it is a waste of ba ndw ith if there are "RobotExclus ion .RobotName" meta tags on eve ry page of a website. T hus th is metatags should be stored on one page - perhaps 

the ma in page - so they can be mainta ined easily. 

< ! DOCTYPE html PUBLIC " - / /W3C//DTD XHTML 1. 0 Strict! / EN" "http: //www .w3.org/ TR/ xhtmll / DTD/xhtmll-strict . dtd " > 
<html > 
<head > 
<link rel=" schema . RobotExclus i on" href="http: //example. erg/ ... /" /> 
<link rel=" RobotExclusion. Names " href="http: //mypage.com/ " /> 
</head> 
<body> 
<hl >Page</hl> 
<p class="robots -noindex " >This paragraph shouldn ' t be indexed by any bot. </p> 
<p class="robot3 -noindex " >This paragraph should be indexed by every bot except "Evil Bot". <I p> 
: ~,;~~~ss="robots -noindex robot l - i ndex" >This paragr aph should be i ndexed by any bot except " Foo Bot " . </ p> 
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</ body> 
</ html > 

Keywords [ed it] 

■ The keywords all and none are defined by the Robots META Tag as conven ience shortcuts to enable or disa ble the com bination of nofollow and noi ndex, but predate 

Google's noarc hi ve and should not be considered to include it. As a result, for purposes of clarity and simplicity (the XMDP Minimalism principle B ), they are not included in 

th is version of the Robot Exclusion Profile. 

Suitability as a microformat [ed it] 

■ Isn 't the Robot Exclusion Profi le designed for mach ines f irst and humans second instead of vice versa? Yes, just as much as re lnofollow, the deployed microformat that it's 

designed to replace. 
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