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lateral o adjective

lat-er-al ( 'la-te-rel«) ) also 'la-tral

Synonyms of lateral >

1 :oforrelating to the side

a lateral view

2 :situated on, directed toward, or coming from the side

the lateral branches of a tree

3 :extending from side to side

the /ateral axis of an airplane

4  phonetics : produced with passage of breath around the side of a constriction formed with the tongue

\I\ is lateral

adverb

lateral :o: noun

1 :abranch from the main part (as in an irrigation or electrical system)

2 :apassin football thrown parallel to the line of scrimmage or in a direction away from the opponent's goal
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lateraled; lateraling; laterals
intransitive verb

: to throw a lateral
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LaUSIial S1IUWS Up 111 Gl MITUS UT LUTILEALS. M 1GLEI al Jul LHialige 15 unie uiaw necps yuu aw dbout the same job level and salary. A
coach might have special drills to improve his players' lateral speed and agility. The British speak of "lateral thinking", thinking
that grabs ideas that may not seem to be relevant but turn out to work well—what we might call "thinking outside the box". But
we know /ateral best from football. A lateral pass is a pass of the ball between teammates that usually goes to the side and
slightly backward from the direction in which they're advancing; unlike a forward pass, a lateral may be made from any position,
and any number may be made in a single play.

Adjective
side

See all Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus >

Adjective

the lateral force of an earthquake

from the /ateral view you can see how thick the wall really is

Recent Examples on the Web

L Aazasaiea

eral wells that slash through hard shale

The low bulwarks and /ateral walkways continue a sense of space.
Julia Zaltzman, Robb Report, 24 Nov. 2023

See More v

These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current usage of the word 'lateral.' Any opinions expressed in the

examples do not represent those of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.
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Etymology

Adjective, Noun, and Verb
Middle English laterale, from Latin lateralis, from later-, latus side

First Known Use

Adjective
15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Noun
1578, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Verb
1930, in the meaning defined above

Time Traveler

The first known use of lateral was in the 15th century

ﬂre words from the same century

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis lateral line
lateral bud lateral thinking
| J
laterad
lateral
lateral bud
[ See More Nearby Entries > }
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lateral - adjective

lat-er-al ‘lat-a-rel«) ) ‘la-tral

1 :oforrelating to the side : located on, directed toward, or coming from the side

2 :being a part of the boundary of a solid in geometry that is not a base or completely included in a base
a lateral edge of a prism

a lateral face

-é adverb

ﬁiral 20f2 noun

TearThePaperCeiling.org ‘

lateral adjective

lat-er-al ( 'lat-a-ral, 'la-tral =)

: of or relating to the side Ex. 2032-004
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om the median axis of the body

Nglish: Translation of /ateral for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of /ateral for Arabic Speakers
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about /ateral
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