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1
ELECTRONIC PROGRAMMABLE THERMOSTAT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to programmable thermostats
for the control of furnaces or the like and more particu-
larly to a microprocessor based thermostat having a
rotary analog control device for operator-adjustment of
desired temperature.

PRIOR ART

Conventional thermostats for the control of furnaces
or air conditioners, (loads) of the type used in homes
and commercial establishments, allow the user to set in
a single desired temperature or set-point. The thermo-
stat includes a mechanism, such as a mercury switch
supported on a spirally wound bi-metal strip, which
causes electrical power to be applied to a temperature
modifying load to bring the ambient temperature into
accord with the set-point temperature. One of the more
commercially popular forms of such thermostats em-
ploys a circular plate adapted to be mounted on a wall
and having terminals that connect to wires extending
from the load and power supply. The wall plate may
support certain manual controls such as a heating/air
conditioning switch mounted on its perimeter, and has
three threaded fasteners fixed on its central-section
which allow a thermostat mechanism to be attached and
electrically connected to the load and power supply.
The thermostat adapted to be mounted on the plate has
a convexly rounded, circular configuration including a
knob that may be rotated to set in the desired tempera-
ture set-point. A thermostat of this type is disclosed in
U.S. Pat. No. 2,729,719.

In recent years the rising cost of energy has given rise
to the use of clock or programmable thermostats which
automatically decrease or set back the temperature
set-point during those hours of the day that the building
is normally unoccupied or the occupants are sleeping.
To simplify the substitution of such a clock thermostat
for a conventional, unprogrammable thermostat of the
type previously described, and particularly to avoid the
need to remove the existing wall plate, it has been sug-
gested that an adaptor plate be secured to the wall plate
of the conventional thermostat, and the clock thermo-
stat attached to the adaptor plate. U.S. Pat. No.
4,150,718 discloses a conversion apparatus of this type.

The development of microprocessors and their rapid
decrease in cost has lead to a class of electronic pro-
grammable thermostats using microprocessors as a con-
troller. These devices are capable of implementing rela-
tively complex modes of control, such as the provision
of different temperature schedules for different days of
the week and adaptive techniques that adjust cycle time
or the load turn-on time to achieve a desired tempera-
ture at a desired time. Thermostats of this type are dis-
closed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,335,847 and 4,356,962.

It would be desirable to provide an electronic ther-
mostat, based on a microprocessor, having a configura-
tion which would allow it to replace conventional
round thermostats of the type described above, and
would use the wall plate of the conventional thermostat
for mounting, eliminating the need for replacement of
the existing wall plate or disturbance of the existing
wiring.
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SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention is directed toward an elec-
tronic programmable thermostat, based on a micro-
processor, which emulates the basic control function of
conventional round thermostats by allowing the desired
temperature to be adjusted by rotation of a member
supported on the thermostat and is adapted to serve as
a replacement for a conventional round thermostat
using the wall plate of the replaced thermostat for sup-
port and connection purposes.

A preferred embodiment of the thermostat of the
present invention, which will subsequently be described
in detail, employs a flat printed circuit board of circular
configuration to support the microprocessor and all of
its associated electronic components. These compo-
nents include a potentiometer mounted on the center of
the board with its shaft projecting normally to the plane
of the board. A relative large circular knob, generally
flat in configuration, is fixed to the shaft so that the knob
extends parallel to the printed circuit board and covers
the central portion of its surface. An annular plastic
cover has a cylindrical skirt operative to surround the
sides of the printed circuit board and a rounded, in-
wardly curved forward section formed with a central
aperture that surrounds the potentiometer knob. The
rear side of the skirt carries a pair of clips that join to
opposed edges of the printed circuit board to secure the
cover to the board in a non-rotating mannér. Cooperat-
ing indicia formed on the perimeter of the knob and the
edge of the central aperture in the cover allow the knob
to be rotated to indicate a desired set-point temperature.
These indicia may constitute numbers or other symbols
representing temperatures or relative temperature
change.

The printed circuit board is preferably connected
directly to the wall plate of the conventional thermostat
being replaced by threaded fasteners that pass through
holes in the printed circuit board and are secured in
threaded nuts formed in the wall plate. These fasteners
make electrical connection between the replacement
thermostat and the load and power supply as well as
mechanically supporting the replacement thermostat on
the wall plate. The fasteners space the rear edge of the
cover skirt from the wall plate a sufficient distance to
allow access to the perimeter manual controls formed
on the wall plate.

The electronic circuitry of the replacement thermo-
stat is largely implemented by a suitably programmed
microprocessor. It includes a variable frequency gener-
ator connected to the potentiometer and to a thermistor
having a resistance dependent upon ambient tempera-
ture. The frequency of the generator is thus dependent
on the sum of the resistances of the thermistor and po-
tentiometer. A counter implemented by the micro-
processor receives the output of the variable frequency
generator to provide a digitized signal representative of
the sum of the resistances. A comparator accepts the
digital signal and the output of a read-only memory to
generate an energizing control signal for a solid state
switch connected to the load and power supply.

When the potentiometer is set to a high resistance, the
microprocessor controls the temperature modifying
load to cause the ambient temperature to reach a high
temperature which causes a low resistance value in the
thermistor. When the potentiometer is set to a low resis-
tance, the microprocessor controls the temperature
modifying load to cause the ambient temperature to
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reach a low temperature which causes a high resistance
value in the thermistor. Essentially the microprocessor
controls the output switch of the thermostat to maintain
the combined resistance at a constant value.

Previous thermostats, such as the commercial version
of the thermostat disclosed in Levine U.S. Pat. No.
4,206,872, have utilized thermistors to sense ambient
temperature and have provided trimming potentiome-
ters connected to the thermistors for calibration pur-
poses. The operator entered a desired set-point into the
thermostat through a digital circuit. In the system of the
present invention the potentiometer itself is used to
enter desired set-point. Accordingly the knob of the
potentiometer is provided with suitable indicia to guide
the operator in the adjustment of the set-point.

The constant value which the microprocessor seeks
to maintain is a function of a system clock and manually
adjustable switches that input a desired schedule of
set-back times over a daily period. A manually actuable
push-button can be used to synchronize these schedules
to the user’s schedule, to initialize the operation of the
thermostat and to input signals that allow set-back pro-
grams to be deleted for particular days of the week.

An important aspect of the invention is the use of a
rotary knob, controlling an analog potentiometer, to
provide the microprocessor with signals representative
of the normal temperature adjustment by the operator.
This allows the present thermostat to emulate the famil-
iar mode of operation of conventional thermostats, sim-
plifying the learning process required to achieve the
attendant improvement of operating controls.

While the thermostat of the present invention is in-
tended to be useful as a replacement for a conventional
thermostat, it should be recognized that it can be mar-
keted with its own wall plate, allowing it to be useful as
an original installation thermostat as well as a replace-
ment thermostat.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

Other advantages and applications of the present
invention will be made apparent by the following de-
tailed description of a preferred embodiment of the
invention. The description makes reference to the ac-
companying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective, exploded view of a thermo-
stat of the present invention and a typical wall plate;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the thermostat of the
present invention assembled to its wall plate;

FIG. 3 is a representational block diagram of the
circuitry of the present invention, illustrating the man-
ner of operation of the microprocessor; and

FIG. 4 is a graphic representation of the different
daily set-back programs that may be implemented by
the control.

The thermostat of the present invention, generally
indicated at 10, preferably employs a base, or wall plate,
generally indicated at 12, which is circular in configura-
tion and is adapted to be mounted on a wall by means of
a pair of screws 14 and 16, which pass through slots 18
and 20 formed in the wall plate 12. Alternatively, an
appropriate adhesive or tape (not shown) may be used
to hold the plate 12 to the wall.

Screw terminals 22, 24, and 26 supported on the wall
plate 12 are adapted to receive wires 28, that are pulled
through the wall and connect to a power supply, such
as the secondary of a transformer, schematically illus-
trated at 30, in FIG. 3, and to a temperature modifying
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4
load, such as a coil of a furnace relay, 32, illustrated
schematically in FIG. 3.

The three terminals 22, 24 and 26 make appropriate
connections (through conductors formed on the rear
side of the wall plate, not shown) to a HEAT/COOL
switch 34 which selects two of the three terminals for
connection to three internally threaded cylindrical con-
nectors and spacers 38, 40 and 42 which project out-
wardly from the front surface of the wall plate 12.

Depending upon the requirements of the space con-
trolling system anywhere from 2 to 6 wires may inter-
connect the remote power supply and temperature
modifying loads to the wall plate 12. Some of these
wires are controlled solely by switches disposed on the
wall plate, such as the FAN ON/AUTOMATIC
switch 36 and do not electrically interconnect with the
thermostat of the present invention.

The wall plate 12 is of the type employed with con-
ventional thermostats such as the ones illustrated in U.S.
Pat. No. 2,729,719 and U.S. Pat. No. Re. 28,676. Other
forms of wall plates or bases that may be used with the
thermostat of the present invention, and are also adapt-
able for use with conventional thermostats, are the type
illustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 4,150,718.

The electronic circuitry of the programmable set-
back thermostat of the present invention is supported on
a printed circuit board 50 which is generally planar, and
substantially round and preferably has a diameter no
greater than the diameter of the wall plate 12. The
electronic components of the thermostat include vari-
ous resistors 52, a capacitor 54, four thumb switches 56,
a three position slide switch 58, a push-button switch 60,
a potentiometer 62, and a integrated circuit micro-
processor chip 64. These components and the others on
the board are all electrically interconnected by electri-
cal conductors formed on the rear of the board 50 (not
shown).

The printed circuit board 50 is attached to the wall
plate 12, and electrically interconnected with the tem-
perature modifying load, the power supply, and the
switches 34 and 36, by three screws 66, 68 and 70 which
pass through conductive eyelets 72, 74 and 76 respec-
tively, formed through circuit board 50, and thread into
the spacers and conductors 38, 40 and 42 respectively
formed on the wall plate 12. When secured, the screws

_retain the circuit board in spaced parallel relation to the

wall plate 12 and provide the necessary electrical con-
nections.

The potentiometer 62 is supported on the center of
the circuit board 50 with its shaft 78 projecting out-
wardly and in a direction opposite to the wall plate 12.
A circular, generally flat control knob 80 is adapted to
be secured on the end of the shaft 78. The knob 80 has
peripheral markings 82 which allow appropriate adjust-
ment of the potentiometer 62.

A thin-walled cover member, generally indicated at
84, and preferably formed of molded plastic, has a cylin-
drical rearwardly extending skirt 86, with an inner di-
ameter slightly greater than the outer diameter of the
circuit board 50. The cover 84 has a forward section 88,
extending normally to the skirt 86 and terminating in a
central aperture 90 with a diameter substantially equal
to the outer diameter of the knob 80. A beveled section
92 joins the forward end of the skirt to the outer diame-
ter of the forward section 88 so that the entire surface
has a convex configuration. A pair of resilient clips 94,
only one of which is shown in FIG. 1, extend rear-
wardly from diametrically opposite sides of the interior
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side of the forward section along the inner sides of the
skirt and are adapted to snap over notches 97 formed in
opposed sides of the printed circuit board 50, to secure
the cover 84 to the circuit board 50 in non-rotating
relation.

FIG. 2 illustrates the completed thermostat assembly
with the printed circuit board 50 secured to the wall
plate 12 by the screws 66, 68 and 70, knob 80 secured to
the shaft 78 of the potentiometer, and the cover 84
snapped to the printed circuit board. In this assembled
mode the printed circuit board 50 is sufficiently spaced
from the wall plate to allow access to the switches 34
and 36 formed on the perimeter of the wall plate.

A marker 96 is formed on the forward section 88 of
the cover 84 and cooperates with the indicia 82 formed
at the knob, to allow temperature adjustment through
potentiometer 62. -

A pair of indicator lights, 98 and 100, project from
the surface of the printed circuit board 50 and are visi-
ble through holes 102 formed in the front of the cover
84. A push-button 104 is also supported in the front side
of the cover 84 and cooperates with the push-button 60
formed on the printed circuit board 50 to allow the
manual input of information in a manner which will
subsequently described.

Turning to the electronic circuitry of the present
programmable, set-back thermostat, most of the control
functions are performed by the microprocessor 64. In
FIG. 3, the microprocessor is designated by a dotted
line enclosing a number of blocks which represent func-
tions performed by the microprocessor. In alternative
embodiments of the invention the microprocessor or
certain of the functions it performs could be imple-
mented by discrete circuits and components.

The potentiometer 62 is electrically connected to a
thermistor 110 which has a resistance proportional to
the ambient temperature on the thermostat. The therm-
istor 110 is preferably located at a point on the printed
circuit board 50 which is sufficiently removed from the
other components which dissipate heat when in opera-
tion so that the thermistor measures the true ambient
temperature at the thermostat, independent of the tem-
perature of the other components. The thermistor is
preferably located near the lower side of the printed
circuit board so that convection currents generated by
the power dissipation of the other components do not
affect its ambient temperature.

The potentiometer 62 and the thermistor 110 are
connected in series as the resistive element of a variable
frequency oscillator 112 implemented within the micro-
processor 64; that is, the microprocessor generates an
internal signal having a frequency proportional to the
sum of the resistances. The repetitive output of the
oscillator 112 is provided to a counter 114, also imple-
mented within the microprocessor. At regular intervals,
the counter is cleared and its output, a digital number
which is a function of both the setting of the potentiom-
eter 62 and the temperature of thermistor 110, is pro-
vided to a comparator 116 implemented within the
microprocessor. The other input to the comparator 116
is generated by a read-only memory 120, forming part
of the microprocessor chip.

The comparator essentially determines whether the
output of the counter 114 is greater than or less than the
output of the read-only memory 120, and acts to control
a switch 122, which represents the output of the ther-
mostat. The switch is connected to the power supply 30
and the load 32 to control the energization of the load so

ot

0

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

as to restore the ambient temperature at the thermostat,
as measured by the thermistor 110 to either the tempera-
ture set in to the thermostat by an operator through
rotation of a dial 80, or a set-back temperature, which is
lower than the set temperature when the thermostat is
in the heating mode or higher than the set temperature
when the thermostat is in the cooling mode.

For purposes of simplification, only a two wire cir-
cuit, controlling a single temperature modifying load
32, is illustrated in FIG. 3. For the control of both heat-
ing and cooling, the HEAT/COOL switch selects
which load is connected to the electronic circuitry.™

The digital value that is generated by the read-only
memory 120 is dependent on three inputs to that circuit:
a HEAT/COOL input which the operator may control
through use of the slide switch 58, the third position
being “OFF”; a temperature offset input which may
have one of two states, depending upon the position
selected for one of the thumb switches 56 and operates
to control the temperature differential between “nor-
mal” and “set-back” to one of two values, preferably
either 5° F. or 10° F.; and the output of a state selector
circuit, 124, implemented within the microprocessor 64.
The state selector output has one of two values depend-
ing upon whether the temperature should be in the
normal mode or the set-back mode.

The output of the state selector 124 also goes to the
two indicator lamps 98 and 100. One of the lamps is
energized when the thermostat is in the normal temper-
ature mode and the other lamp is energized when it is in
the set-back mode.

Two of the thumb switches 56 are positioned by the
operator to select one of four 24-hour set-back pro-
grams. The four programs are illustrated in FIG. 4. The
program 126a, provides a single set-back period of 73
hours, once a day. In order to achieve this program are
the two thumb switches 56 which control the state
selection are both placed in the “OFF” position. A
second pattern, 1265 provides two periods of 73 hours
set-back, spaced by 1} hours from each other. This
pattern is useful to turn down the temperature control
when a home is unoccupied during those hours when
children are normally at school but return in mid-after-
noon. This program is achieved by turning the first of
the switches 56 to the OFF position and the second of
the switches to the ON position. The pattern 126¢ pro-
vides 7% hours of set-back temperature followed by 13
hours of normal temperature, followed by 9 hours of
set-back temperature-and then 6 hours of normal tem-
perature. It is useful for people who work during the
day, usually returning early in the evening. To achieve
this pattern, the first of the switches 56 is turned to the
ON position and the second switch is turned to the OFF
position. A fourth program 1264 provides 74 hours of
set-back followed by 3 hours normal temperature, then
6 hours of set-back temperature and finally 7% hours of
normal temperature. It is used by people who want to
heat or air condition a home for 3 hours in the morning
or those whose homes will not warm or cool suffi-
ciently in 1} hours. To achieve this pattern both the
switches 56 which control state selection are turned to
the ON position. Thus each daily cycle is divided into
no more than four periods.

The state selector also receives an output from a
clock 128 implemented by the microprocessor 64 which
provides the state selector with a signal representative
of the time of day. The clock 128 is synchronized by a
sixty cycle power signal, derived from the power sup-
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ply connections in the manner disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
4,206,872.

The push-button 104 in the cover 86, which acts to
press the push-button 60 formed on the printed circuit
board 50, provides an input on line 130 and is used to
initialize the clock 128 by a single depression at the time
the user wishes to begin the first setback period begin-
ning one of the four activity programs 126. This is done
by a single depression of the push-button.

Each push of the START/CHANGE buiion
changes the output state of the state selector, and inhib-
its the action of the clock upon the state selector for a 13

to a 3 hour period. This allows the operator to make a
temporary override to the operation of the thermostat.

Three rapid depressions of the push-button 104 pro-
vide a signal on line 132 to an exception random access
memory 134, implemented within the microprocessor.
The RAM 134 has an input from clock 128 representing
the time with a day and the day of the week. It also has
an input from the program selection switches 56. The
RAM 134 has 7 three bit storage locations, each associ-
ated with a different day of the week. When it receives
three closely spaced pulses from the push button 104 it
stores a “period-delete” signal in the storage location
associated with the present day having a value indicat-
ing which of the four periods within the selected pro-
gram is to be deleted.

The ouput signal of the exception RAM 134 to the
state selector circuit may have one of two values, one
associated with a period which is not to be deleted and
the other associated with a period for which a “period-
delete” signal is stored. When the state selector circuit
124 receives a signal from the RAM 134 indicating that
a “period-delete” signal is stored for that period, the
state selector circuit inverts what would otherwise be
its output. In order to eliminate these stored period
deletions the operator interrupts the power to the cir-
cuit.

The programmed set-back thermostat of the present
invention may be easily substituted for a conventional
thermostat supported on a wall plate of the type illus-
trated, simply by removing the three screws which
secure the non-programmable thermostat to the wall
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the three screws 66, 68 and 70. The operator then pre-
programs the thermostat by selecting a desired offset
pattern and a desired offset temperature differential
through use of the thumb switches 56 and selecting

either the heat or the cool mode through positioning of 50

the switch 58. The knob 80 and the cover 86 are then
secured to the thermostat and at the time that the opera-
tor desires to initiate the selected set-back cycle the
switch 104 is depressed.

The operator may adjust the room temperature at any
time by adjustment of the knob 80. Since the set-back
differential is unaffected by this adjustment, this simul-
taneously adjusts the normal and the set-back tempera-
tures.

The provision of the rotationally adjusted thermostat
setting for desired temperature eliminates the need for
unfamiliar digital controls which often confuse the user.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu-
sive property right is claimed are defined as follows:

1. An electronic thermostat for the control of a tem-
perature modifying load, comprising:

a component having an electrical characteristic

which is a function of the ambient temperature;
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a manually adjustable control member having a con-
tinuously adjustable analog electrical characteris-
tic, and corresponding temperature-related indicia,
for entering a desired temperature set-point;

electronic means operative to generate a digital signal
having a value which is a function of the sum of the
electrical characteristics of said component and
said control member, and operative to use said
digital signal to generate an output control signal
for the temperature modifying load which modifies
the ambient temperature to restore said digital sig-
nal to a constant value.

2. The thermostat of claim 1 wherein the manually

adjustable control member is a variable resistor.

3. The thermostat of claim 1 wherein the component
having an electrical characteristic which is a function of
the ambient temperature is a temperature-sensitive resis-
tor.

4. The thermostat of claim 1 wherein the manually
adjustable control member and the component having
an electrical characteristic which is a function of the
ambient temperature are connected in series in an oscil-
lator circuit having an output frequency which varies as
a function of the sum of the electrical characteristics of
the manually adjustable control member and the com-
ponent.

5. The thermostat of claim 4 wherein said electronic
means comprises a suitably programmed microproces-
SOr.

6. The thermostat of claim 1 further including a clock
and means controlled by the clock for modifying the
constant value to which said digital signal is restored.

7. In an electronic programmable thermostat for use
with a substantially planar wall plate adapted to be
secured to a vertical wall of a room, having a predeter-
mined minimum cross-dimension and having a plurality
of threaded fasteners disposed in the central region
thereof, the threaded fasteners adapted for electrical
connection to at least one temperature modifying de-
vice, the improvement comprising:

an electronic printed circuit board having a maximum
cross-dimension no greater than the predetermined
minimum cross-dimension of the wall plate includ-
ing

a plurality of holes disposed in the central region of
said electronic printed circuit board in a pattern
corresponding to the pattern of the threaded fas-
teners,

a plurality of electronic components disposed on and
interconnected via said electronic printed circuit
board, said electronic components including a tem-
perature sensitive device having an electrical char-
acteristic which varies as a function of ambient
temperature and a programmed microprocessor
device connected to said temperature sensitive
device for generating control signals for thermo-
static control of the temperature modifying device,
and

a plurality of screw fasteners for mechanically secur-
ing said electronic printed circuit board to the
threaded fasteners via said plurality of holes and
for electrically connecting said control signals to
the threaded fasteners, whereby said control sig-
nals are electrically connected to the temperature
modifying device for control thereof via the
threaded fasteners.

8. The thermostat of claim 7 wherein the wall plate is

round and said electronic printed circuit board is round
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9. The thermostat of claim 7 wherein the improve-
ment further comprises: said electronic components
including a potentiometer supported centrally on said
electronic printed circuit board and having a shaft ex-
tending normally to said electronic printed circuit
board in a direction away from that surface of said
electronic printed circuit board adapted to be mounted
in opposition to the wall plate and further including a
circular knob affixed to said potentiometer shaft and
extending substantially parallel to said electronic
printed circuit board; and an annular cover adapted to
be secured in non-rotating relationship to said elec-
tronic printed circuit board and to extend over the sides
of said electronic printed circuit board and a portion of
the surface from which said potentiometer shaft ex-
tends, with the perimeter of the annular aperture
thereof disposed in proximity to the perimeter of said
knob.
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10. The thermostat of claim 9 wherein the improve-
ment further comprises: said electronic components
including means connected to said potentiometer for
generating an alternating current signal having a fre-
quency dependent upon the setting of said potentiome-
ter, and counter operative to receive said alternating
current signal and to generate a digital control signal
having a value dependent upon the setting of said poten-
tiometer.

11. The thermostat of claim 7 wherein the wall plate
includes at least one control switch supported on the
perimeter thereof electrically connected to the threaded
fasteners, the improvement further comprising:

said electronic printed circuit board having substan-

tially the same shape as the wall plate and sup-
ported by the threaded fasteners in a manner paral-
lel to and spaced from the wall plate, whereby
manual access to the at least one control switch is

unimpeded by said electronic printed circuit board.
* % % % ¥
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