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INJECTION DEVICE WITH TORSION problems relating to the non - linear properties and relatively 
SPRING AND ROTATABLE DISPLAY high looses there is a need for injection devices having linear 

and more efficient injection assisting systems . 
CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED The above - mentioned problems may be solved by apply 

APPLICATIONS 5 ing a torsion spring instead of the linear spring . An injection 
device applying a torsion spring is conceptually different 

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser . from linear spring - based devices in that torsion - based sys 
No. 15 / 606,147 , filed May 26 , 2017 , ( Notice of Allowance tems do not have a built - in axial movement of the spring 
mailed ) , which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser . No. assisting the user in injecting a dose of medicament from the 
14 / 167,558 , filed Jan. 29 , 2014 ( U.S. Pat . No. 9,687,611 ) , injection device . The advantages of torsion - based injection 
which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser . No. 13/626 , devices are many , the greatest of these probably being that 
541 , filed Sep. 25 , 2012 ( U.S. Pat . No. 8,684,969 ) , which is torsion springs respond in a linear manner over a large a continuation of U.S. application Ser . No. 11 55,571 , filed working range . 
Dec. 5 , 2007 ( U.S. Pat . No. 8,357,120 ) , which is a 35 U.S.C. Thus , there is a need for a torsion spring - based injection § 371 national stage application of International Patent 15 device providing an improved and more user friendly dose Application PCT / EP2005 / 011287 ( published as WO 2006 / 
045528 ) , filed Oct. 20 , 2005 , which claims priority of setting procedure . It is an object of the present invention to 
European Patent Application 04077899.5 , filed Oct. 21 , provide such torsion spring - based injection device having an 
2004 ; this application further claims priority under 35 expanded dose scale with a high resolution . 
U.S.C. § 119 of U.S. Provisional Application 60 / 626,271 , 20 
filed Nov. 9 , 2004 , all of which are hereby incorporated by SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
reference . 

The above - mentioned object is complied with by provid 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION ing , in a first aspect , an injection device comprising 

a torsion spring operatively connected to a dose setting 
The present invention relates to an injection device , such member , the dose setting member being adapted to set 

as a wind - up pen , wherein numerals indicating the dose to a dose to be ejected from the injection device , and 
be ejected from the injection device are displayed over an a rotatably mounted display member adapted to display 
angle of rotation exceeding one revolution . In particular , the the dose to be ejected from the injection device in 
numerals indicating the dose to be ejected are arranged 30 accordance with a setting of the dose setting member , 
along a helical path , or alternatively , numerals indicating the the rotatably mounted display member being rotatable 
dose to be ejected are displayed on a counting device . The over an angle corresponding to at least one revolution 
present invention ensures that an increased accuracy in dose of the display member . 
setting may be obtained . The display member may be adapted to be moved 

35 between two end positions . These two end positions may 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION define or set an axial operation range of the display member . 

The axial operation range of the display member may be 
Various types of automatic injection devices have been associated with a substantially linear working range of the 

described in the literature . A majority of these automatic torsion spring . The working range of the torsion spring 
injection devices apply dose indicator barrels , dose indicator 40 utilized to move the display member between the two end 
wheels or the like which , during dose setting , are only positions may constitute only a fraction of the available 
allowed to rotate less than one single revolution . The fact working range provided by the torsion spring . Thus , by 
that the dose indicator barrel is only allowed to rotate less applying a torsion spring only a small and linear working 
than one revolution during dose setting puts a limit to the range of the available working range is utilized . 
obtainable angular resolution . This limited angular resolu- 45 The display member may comprise a dose indicator barrel 
tion also limits the accuracy of the dose setting procedure . having numerals arranged along a helical path on an outer 

In prior art injection devices the dose setting scale surface thereof . 
arranged on the outer surface of the barrels or wheels According to a first embodiment of the present invention , 
contains only up to 42 scale units with an incremental of 2 . the injection device may further comprise 
Thus , the accuracy when setting a dose is limited by this 50 a housing , 
rather rough incremental . a piston rod having a threaded outer surface with a drive 

Examples of " one revolution ” barrels or wheel may for track arranged in a longitudinal direction of the outer 
example be found in U.S. Pat . No. 5,725,508 , EP 0 338 806 surface of the piston rod , 
or U.S. Pat . No. 5,104,380 . wherein the dose setting member is rotatably mounted and 
WO 02/053214 discloses an automatic injection device 55 defines a passage for the piston rod , the dose setting member 

having a dose indicator barrel capable of rotating more than further having a guiding track arranged on an inner surface 
one revolution . However , the injection device according to thereof , 
WO 02/053214 applies a linear spring to move a piston rod a rotatable drive member being adapted to at least partly 
in the distal direction of the injection device . Evidently , an engage with at least part of the drive track of the piston 
injection device applying a linear spring has a built - in axial 60 rod so as to drive the piston rod , 
displacement due to compressions and extensions of the wherein the dose indicator barrel has a part engaging at 
linear spring along the axial direction of the injection device . least part of the guiding track of the dose setting member , the 
This linear movement may easily be utilized to provide axial dose setting member and the dose indicator barrel being 
movements of the dose indicator barrel . However , it is a movable in relation to each other , the dose indicator barrel 
disadvantage that linear springs are highly non - linear in 65 further having a threaded outer surface cooperating with a 
terms of force vs. compression . In addition , a linear spring threaded inner portion of the housing whereby the dose 
exhibits relative high mechanical looses . Thus , due to the indicator barrel undergoes a combined translational and 

a 
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2

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

problems relating to the non-linear properties and relatively
high looses there is a need for injection devices having linear
and more efficient injection assisting systems.

The above-mentioned problems may be solved by apply­
ing a torsion spring instead of the linear spring. An injection
device applying a torsion spring is conceptually different
from linear spring-based devices in that torsion-based sys­
tems do not have a built-in axial movement of the spring
assisting the user in injecting a dose of medicament from the"
injection device. The advantages of torsion-based injection
devices are many, the greatest of these probably being that
torsion springs respond in a linear manner over a large
working range.

Thus, there is a need for a torsion spring-based injection
device providing an improved and more user friendly dose

setting procedure. It is an object of the present invention to

provide such torsion spring-based injection device having an

expanded dose scale with a high resolution.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

1

INJECTION DEVICE WITH TORSION
SPRING AND ROTATABLE DISPLAY

'Ibis application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 15/606,147. fled May 26, 2017, (Notice of Allowance
mailed), which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No.
14/167,558, filed Jan. 29, 2014 (U.S. Pat. No. 9,687,611),
which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 13/626,
541, filed Sep. 25, 2012 (U.S. Pat. No. 8,684,969), which is
a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/665,571, filed
Dec. 5, 2007 (U.S. Pat. No. 8,357,120), which is a 35 U.S.C.
$ 371 national stage application of International Patent 15

Application PCT/EP2005/011287 (published as WO 2006/
045528), fled Oct. 20, 2005, which claims priority of
European Patent Application 04077899.5, filed Oct. 21,
2004; this application farther claims priority under 35
U.S.C. $ 119 of U.S. Provisional Application 60/626,271, 20

filed Nov. 9, 2004, all of which are hereby incorporated by
reference.

65 farther having a threaded outer surface cooperating with a
threaded inner portion of the housing whereby the dose
indicator barrel undergoes a combined translational and

25

The above-mentioned object is complied with by provid­
ing. in a first aspect, an injection device comprising

a torsion spring operatively connected to a dose setting
member, the dose setting member being adapted to set
a dose to be ejected from the injection device, and

a rotatably mounted display member adapted to display
the dose to be ejected from the injection device in
accordance with a setting of the dose setting member,
the rotatably mounted display member being rotatable
over an angle corresponding to at least one revolution
of the display member.

The display member may be adapted to be moved
35 between two end positions. These two end positions may

define or set an axial operation range of the display member.
The axial operation range of the display member may be
associated with a substantially linear working range of the
torsion spring. The working range of the torsion spring

40 utilized to move the display member between the two end
positions may constitute only a fraction of the available
working range provided by the torsion spring. Thus, by
applying a torsion spring only a small and linear working
range of the available working range is utilized.

The display member may comprise a dose indicator barrel
having numerals arranged along a helical path on an outer
surface thereof.

According to a first embodiment of the present invention,
the injection device may farther comprise

a housing,
a piston rod having a threaded outer surface with a drive

track arranged in a longitudinal direction of the outer
surface of the piston rod,

wherein the dose setting member is rotatably mounted and
defines a passage for the piston rod, the dose setting member
further having a guiding track arranged on an inner surface
thereof,

a rotatable drive member being adapted to at least partly
engage with at least part of the drive track of the piston
rod so as to drive the piston rod,

wherein the dose indicator barrel has a part engaging at
least part of the guiding track of the dose setting member, the
dose setting member and the dose indicator barrel being
movable in relation to each other. the dose indicator barrel

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various types of automatic injection devices have been
described in the literature. A majority of these automatic
injection devices apply dose indicator barrels, dose indicator
wheels or the like which, during dose setting, are only
allowed to rotate less than one single revolution. The fact
that the dose indicator barrel is only allowed to rotate less
than one revolution during dose setting puts a limit to the
obtainable angular resolution. This limited angular resolu- 45

tion also limits the accuracy of the dose setting procedure.
In prior art injection devices the dose setting scale

arranged on the outer surface of the barrels or wheels
contains only up to 42 scale units with an incremental of2.
Thus, the accuracy when setting a dose is limited by this 50

rather rough incremental.
Examples of "one revolution" barrels or wheel may for

example be found in U.S. Pat. No. 5,725,508, EP O 338 806
or U.S. Pat. No. 5,104,380.

WO 02/053214 discloses an automatic injection device 55

having a dose indicator barrel capable of rotating more than
one revolution. However, the injection device according to
WO 02/053214 applies a linear spring to move a piston rod
in the distal direction of the injection device. Evidently, an
injection device applying a linear spring has a built-in axial 60

displacement due to compressions and extensions of the
linear spring along the axial direction of the injection device.
This linear movement may easily be utilized to provide axial
movements of the dose indicator barrel. However, it is a

disadvantage that linear springs are highly non-linear in
terms of force vs. compression. In addition, a linear spring
exhibits relative high mechanical looses. Thus, due to the

The present invention relates to an injection device, such
as a wind-up pen, wherein numerals indicating the dose to
be ejected from the injection device are displayed over an
angle of rotation exceeding one revolution. In particular, the
numerals indicating the dose to be ejected are arranged 30

along a helical path, or alternatively, numerals indicating the
dose to be ejected are displayed on a counting device. The
present invention ensures that an increased accuracy in dose
setting may be obtained.
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rotational movement in relation to the housing upon rotation ber in such a way that rotation of the dose setting member , 
of the dose setting member , and in order to set the dose , strains the torsion spring . 

wherein the injection device has a threaded portion coop- The injection device may further comprise a locking 
erating with the threaded outer surface of the piston rod so member adapted to fixate the piston rod in such a way that 
that rotation of the piston rod relative to the housing results 5 no relative rotation of the piston rod and the housing is 
in a longitudinal movement of the piston rod . possible when the locking member is in its locking position . 

It is to be understood that the drive track dose not This fixation may be provided by a direct engagement of the 
necessarily extend over the full length of the piston rod . For locking member into the track of the piston rod , or via the 
example , the drive track may in some cases only extend over drive member . The injection device may further comprise a 
a part of the full length of the piston rod . Also , the drive track 10 its locking position . Preferably , the release button is posi release button adapted to release the locking member from 
arranged in the piston rod may be an indentation or groove tioned in the distal half of the length of the injection device . in the longitudinal direction of the piston rod . Alternatively , The injection device may further comprise a first stopping it may also be a planar surface or two opposing planar member for defining an outer position of the dose indicator surfaces . barrel . This outer position of the dose indicator barrel may 

Similarly , it is to be understood that other arrangements in 15 correspond to a maximum obtainable dose . Another outer 
terms of the positioning of the threaded portion of for position of the dose indicator barrel , given by a second 
example the dose indicator barrel may be arranged differ stopping member , may define a stop for providing further ently . doses . The stopping members may form integral parts of the 

According to a second embodiment of the present inven- inner surface of the housing . 
tion , the injection device further comprises In a third embodiment , the display member may comprise a housing , a counting device having two or more display wheels having 

a piston rod having a threaded outer surface with a track numerals arranged on an outer surface thereof . In this second arranged in a longitudinal direction of the outer surface embodiment the counting device may have a first and a of the piston rod , second wheel . When the dose setting member is rotated , the 
wherein the dose setting member is rotatably mounted and 25 first wheel is rotated via an optional gear mechanism , such 

defines a passage for the piston rod , the dose setting member as a planet gear . This first wheel may contain numerals with 
further having a guiding track arranged on an inner surface an incremental of one . The total scale on this wheel may be 
thereof , from 0 to 9. The second wheel next to the first wheel also 

a rotatable drive member having a threaded portion coop- contains numerals with an incremental of 1. However , this 
erating with at least part of the threaded outer surface 30 second wheel “ counts ” the number of revolutions of the first 
of the piston rod , wheel , or alternatively , it “ counts ” the tens of the first wheel 

wherein the dose indicator barrel has a part engaging at with an incremental of one . 
least part of the guiding track of the dose setting member , the 
dose setting member and the dose indicator barrel being BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
movable in relation to each other , the dose indicator barrel 35 
further having a threaded outer surface cooperating with a The present invention will now be described in further 
threaded inner portion of the housing whereby the dose details with reference to the accompanying figures , wherein 
indicator barrel undergoes a combined translational and FIG . 1 shows a cross - sectional view of a first embodiment 
rotational movement in relation to the housing upon rotation of the injection device according to the present invention , 
of the dose setting member , and FIG . 2 shows a cross - sectional view ( rotated 90 degrees 

wherein the injection device has a portion at least partly compared to FIG . 1 ) of a first embodiment of the injection 
engaging the track of piston rod so that rotation of the drive device according to the present invention , 
member relative to the housing results in a longitudinal FIG . 3 shows a detailed cross - sectional view of a first 
movement of the piston rod . embodiment of the present invention , 

The drive member may be adapted to be connected to the 45 FIG . 4 shows a detailed cross - sectional view of a second 
dose setting member via a ratchet . This ratchet allows the embodiment of the present invention , and 
dose setting member to be rotated in both directions so that FIG . 5 shows a detailed cross - sectional view of a third 
a given dose may be either increased or reduced . Due to the embodiment of the present invention . 
force provided by the torsion spring onto the ratchet , the FIG . 6 shows a cross - section of a key in a housing 
dose setting member will remain in any position — i.e . dose 50 component . 
value — to which it has been brought . FIG . 7 shows a cross - section view of a piston rod with a 

The dose setting member may be adapted to be separated track . 
from the driving member . This separation may be achieved While the invention is susceptible to various modifica 
in several ways . In one way the separation may be obtained tions and alternative forms , specific embodiments have been 
by a retraction of the dose setting member in the axial 55 shown by way of example in the drawings and will be 
direction of the injection device . The retraction of the dose described in detail herein . It should be understood , however , 
setting member must be over a distance sufficient to detach that the invention is not intended to be limited to the 
the dose setting member or the drive member from the teeth particular forms disclosed . Rather , the invention is to cover 
of the ratchet . Other separation mechanisms , such as push- all modifications , equivalents , and alternatives falling within 
ing the dose setting member or twisting the dose setting 60 the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 
member are also applicable . appended claims . 

The torsion spring may be arranged between the housing 
and the dose setting member in such a way that when the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
dose setting member is rotated around the piston rod , the INVENTION 
torsion spring is strained . The torsion spring may be a helical 65 
spring which extends coaxially with the piston rod , and In its most general aspect the present invention relates to 
which interconnects the housing and the dose setting mem- an injection device comprising a torsion spring in combi 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In its most general aspect the present invention relates to
an injection device comprising a torsion spring in combi-

The present invention will now be described in further
details with reference to the accompanying figures, wherein

FIG. 1 shows a cross-sectional view of a first embodiment
of the injection device according to the present invention,

FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional view (rotated 90 degrees
compared to FIG. 1) of a first embodiment of the injection
device according to the present invention,

FIG. 3 shows a detailed cross-sectional view of a first
embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 4 shows a detailed cross-sectional view of a second
embodiment of the present invention, and

FIG. 5 shows a detailed cross-sectional view of a third
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows a cross-section of a key in a housing
component.

FIG. 7 shows a cross-section view of a piston rod with a
track.

While the invention is susceptible to various modifica­
tions and alternative forms, specific embodiments have been
sh.own by way of example in the drawings and will be
described in detail herein. It should be understood, however,
that the invention is not intended to be limited to the

particular forms disclosed. Rather, the invention is to cover
all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling with.in
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

20

40

ber in such a way that rotation of the dose setting member,
in order to set the dose, strains the torsion spring.

The injection device may further comprise a locking
member adapted to fixate the piston rod in such a way that
no relative rotation of the piston rod and the housing is
possible when the locking member is in its locking position.
Th.is fixation may be provided by a direct engagement of the
locking member into the track of the piston rod, or via the
drive member. The injection device may further comprise a
release button adapted to release the locking member from" ts locking position. Preferably, the release button is posi­
tioned in the distal half of the length of the injection device.

The injection device may further comprise a first stopping
member for defining an outer position of the dose indicator
barrel. This outer position of the dose indicator barrel may

15 correspond to a maximum obtainable dose. Another outer
position of the dose indicator barrel, given by a second
stopping member, may define a stop for providing further
doses. The stopping members may form integral parts of the
inner surface of the housing.

In a third embodiment, the display member may comprise
a counting device having two or more display wheels having
numerals arranged on an outer surface thereof. In this second
embodiment the counting device may have a first and a
second wheel. When the dose setting member is rotated, the

25 first wheel is rotated via an optional gear mechanism, such
as a planet gear. This first wheel may contain numerals with
an incremental of one. The total scale on this wheel may be
from O to 9. The second wheel next to the first wheel also
contains numerals with an incremental of 1. However, this
second wheel "counts" the number of revolutions of the first
wheel, or alternatively, it "counts" the tens of the first wheel
with an incremental of one.

rotational movement in relation to the housing upon rotation
of the dose setting member, and

wherein the injection device has a threaded portion coop­
erating with the threaded outer surface of the piston rod so
that rotation of the piston rod relative to the housing results
in a longitudinal movement of the piston rod.

It is to be understood that the drive track dose not
necessarily extend over the full length of the piston rod. For
example, the drive track may in some cases only extend over
a part of the full length of the piston rod. Also, the drive track
arranged in the piston rod may be an indentation or groove
in the longitudinal direction of the piston rod. Alternatively,
it may also be a planar surface or two opposing planar
surfaces.

Similarly, it is to be understood that other arrangements in
terms of the positioning of the threaded portion of for
example the dose indicator barrel may be arranged differ­

ently.
According to a second embodiment of the present inven­

tion, the injection device further comprises
a housing,
a piston rod having a threaded outer surface with a track

arranged in a longitudinal direction of the outer surface
of the piston rod,

wherein the dose setting member is rotatably mounted and
defines a passage for the piston rod, the dose setting member
further having a guiding track arranged on an inner surface
thereof,

a rotatable drive member having a threaded portion coop­
erating with at least part of the threaded outer surface 30

of the piston rod,
wherein the dose indicator barrel has a part engaging at

least part of the guiding track of the dose setting member, the
dose setting member and the dose indicator barrel being
movable in relation to each other, the dose indicator barrel 35

further having a threaded outer surface cooperating with a
threaded inner portion of the housing whereby the dose
indicator barrel undergoes a combined translational and
rotational movement in relation to the housing upon rotation
of the dose setting member, and

wherein the injection device has a portion at least partly
engaging the track of piston rod so that rotation of the drive
member relative to the housing results in a longitudinal
movement of the piston rod.

The drive member may be adapted to be connected to the 45

dose setting member via a ratchet. This ratchet allows the
dose setting member to be rotated in both directions so th.at
a given dose may be either increased or reduced. Due to the
force provided by the torsion spring onto the ratchet, the
dose setting member will remain in any position i.e. dose 50

valueto which it has been brought.
The dose setting member may be adapted to be separated

from the driving member. This separation may be achieved
in several ways. In one way the separation may be obtained
by a retraction of the dose setting member in the axial 55

direction of the injection device. The retraction of the dose
setting member must be over a distance sufficient to detach
the dose setting member or the drive member from the teeth
of the ratchet. Other separation mechanisms, such as push-
ing the dose setting member or twisting the dose setting 60

member are also applicable.
The torsion spring may be arranged between the housing

and the dose setting member in such a way that when the
dose setting member is rotated around the piston rod, the
torsion spring is strained. The torsion spring may be a helical 65

spring which extends coaxially with the piston rod, and
which interconnects the housing and the dose setting mem-
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nation with a rotatable dose indicator mechanism capable of position , drive member 6 is prevented from rotating . In order 
being rotated at least one revolution — i.e . over an angle to release the drive member 6 , the user of the injection 
larger than 360 degrees . For example , the dose indicator device may activate a spring - loaded push button 15 whereby 
mechanism may be implemented as barrel ( see FIGS . 1-4 ) drive member 6 causes the piston rod 2 to rotate in threaded 
or as interconnected wheels ( see FIG . 5 ) , the latter being 5 part 3 of the housing whereby the piston rod 2 rotates and 
operated as a counting device . In order to increase the travels in the distal direction of the injection device . Thus , 
angular resolution compared to known dose indicator when the drive member 6 is released , the injection device 
mechanisms the dose indicator mechanism of the present ejects automatically . During ejection , the dose indicator 
invention is rotatable over an angle of rotation correspond- barrel returns to zero dose . 
ing to at least one revolution . The fact that the dose to be 10 The dose setting member 1 and the drive member 6 are 
ejected is displayed over at least one revolution allows that mechanically connected via a self - tightening ratchet 13 . 
the dose setting scale may contain at least 50 , 60 , 70 , 80 , 90 , Preferably , the self - tightening ratchet 13 has saw - toothed 
100 units with an incremental of one . teeth with approximately vertical oriented flanks as the 
FIGS . 1-3 show a cross - sectional view of the injection self - tightening flanks . 

device according to a first embodiment of the present 15 In order to reset or reduce an already set dose , the dose 
invention . The dose of medicament to be ejected from the setting member 1 is arranged to be axially retractable over 
injection device is set by rotating dose setting member 1 . a distance corresponding to the height of the teeth of the 
The dose setting member 1 is attached to the housing 5 of the one - way ratchet 13. Thus , by pulling the dose setting mem 
injection device via torsion spring 12. When the dose setting ber 1 back , and thereby disengage the dose setting member 
member 1 is rotated in order to set a dose to be ejected from 20 1 from the drive member 6 , an already set dose can be 
the injection device , energy is accumulated in torsion spring reduced or even reset . The amount of reduction obviously 
12. This energy may be released by releasing locking depends on the angle of rotation ( in the opposite rotation 
member 4 whereby the piston rod 2 will rotate and move in direction as when a dose is set ) of the dose setting member 
the distal direction of the injection device . The distal move- 1 . 
ment of the piston rod 2 is caused by a rotational movement 25 The self - tightening ratchet may be formed as a separate 
of the piston rod 2 itself in that the piston rod 2 has a component having first and second engaging parts . Alterna 
threaded outer surface . The threads of the piston rod 2 tively , one of these parts may form an integral part of the 
engage and co - operate with a threaded portion 3 of the dose setting member 1 , or alternatively , an integral part the 
injection device causing the piston rod 2 to perform the drive member 6 . 
distal and axial movement . FIG . 4 shows a second embodiment of the present inven 

The inner surface of housing 5 of the injection device is tion . Compared to the first embodiment , the drive member 6 
provided with threads 10. These threads are adapted to has a threaded portion cooperating with the threaded outer 
engage and co - operate with outer threads 8 of a dose surface of the piston rod 2. The main difference compared 
indicator barrel 9. The dose indicator barrel 9 engages with the first embodiment is that the piston rod 2 is no longer 
sliding track 11 of the dose setting member 1 in such a way 35 rotatable relative to the housing 5. This non - rotatable rela 
that the dose indicator barrel 9 is able to slide in said sliding tionship is ensured in that the housing of the injection device 
track 11 in an axial direction of the injection device . has a key 14 which at least partly engages the track 7 of 
When the dose setting member 1 is rotated in order to set piston rod 2. Thus , when the drive member 6 is free to rotate 

a dose , the dose indicator barrel 9 rotates with the dose relative to the housing 5 the piston rod 2 will undergo a 
setting member 1 causing the dose indicator barrel 9 to be 40 translational movement along the axial direction of the 
axially displaced relative to the housing 5. A window is injection device . 
provided in the housing 5 of the injection device . Through FIG . 5 shows a third embodiment of the present invention . 
this window , the user of the injection device may view the In this embodiment the dose indicator barrel of the first and 
actual dose setting level from numerals ( not shown ) pro- second embodiment has been replaced by a counting device 
vided on an exterior surface of the dose indicator barrel 9. 45 having two wheels 15 , 16. In principle the number of wheels 
The numerals are arranged along a helical path . may be chosen arbitrary , but for simplicity , a counting 
An advantage of having the numerals arranged along a device having only two wheels is illustrated in FIG . 5. The 

helical - like path is that a higher angular resolution is obtain- counting device is operated as follows : When the dose 
able when a dose is to be set . Due to this higher angular setting member 1 is rotated , the wheel closest to the dose 
resolution a dose can be set with a significantly higher 50 setting member 15 is rotated via an optional planet gear 17 . 
accuracy . This greater accuracy is obtained since the helical- This wheel contains numerals with an incremental of one . 
like path allows for more numerals to be arranged on the The total scale on this wheel may contain 10 units distrib 
dose indicator barrel 9 compared to numerals arranged at the uted over a scale from 0 to 9 , or alternatively , the total scale 
same height on the surface of the dose indicator barrel 9 . may contain for example 20 units distributed over two scales 
When a dose has been ejected from the injection device , 55 each having a scale from 0 to 9 . 

the dose indicator barrel 9 is adapted to be rotated back to The second wheel 16 next to the first wheel 15 also 
its initial position and it is thereby ready to be set to a new contains numerals with an incremental of 1. However , this 
dose . The same applies for an injection device applying a second wheel " counts ” the number of revolutions of the first 
counting device as a dose meter . wheel , or alternatively , it " counts ” the tens of the first wheel 
As already mentioned , the piston rod 2 has a threaded 60 with an incremental of one . Alternatively , the second wheel 

outer surface . This threaded outer surface engages and " counts ” the number of half resolutions of the first wheel in 
co - operates with a threaded portion 3 of the injection device . case the first wheel contains a scale having 20 units . 
The piston rod 2 is driven by the drive member 6 that 
engages a track in piston rod 2. The axial movement of the The invention claimed is : 
piston rod 2 is provided by rotating piston rod 2 in the 65 1. An injection device comprising : 
threaded portion 3 of the injection device . Drive member 6 a housing ( 5 ) with an inner surface provided with threads 
may be locked by the locking member 4. In its locked ( 10 ) , 
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wheel, or alternatively, it "counts" the tens of the first wheel
60 with an incremental of one. Alternatively, the second wheel

"counts" the number of half resolutions of the first wheel in
case the first wheel contains a scale having 20 units.

The invention claimed is:
1. An injection device comprising:
a housing (5) with an inner surface provided with threads

(10),

30

position, drive member 6 is prevented from rotating. ln order
to release the drive member 6, the user of the injection
device may activate a spring-loaded push button 15 whereby
drive member 6 causes the piston rod 2 to rotate in threaded
part 3 of the housing whereby the piston rod 2 rotates and
travels in the distal direction of the injection device. Thus,
when the drive member 6 is released, the injection device
ejects automatically. During ejection, the dose indicator
barrel returns to zero dose.

The dose setting member 1 and the drive member 6 are
mechanically connected via a self-tightening ratchet 13.

Preferably, the self-tightening ratchet 13 has saw-toothed
teeth with approximately vertical oriented flanks as the
self-tightening flanks.

In order to reset or reduce an already set dose, the dose
setting member 1 is arranged to be axially retractable over
a distance corresponding to the height of the teeth of the
one-way ratchet 13. Thus, by pulling the dose setting mem­
ber 1 back, and thereby disengage the dose setting member

20 1 from the drive member 6, an already set dose can be
reduced or even reset. The amount of reduction obviously
depends on the angle of rotation (in the opposite rotation
direction as when a dose is set) of the dose setting member
1.

The self-tightening ratchet may be formed as a separate
component having first and second engaging parts. Altera­
tively, one of these parts may form an integral part of the
dose setting member 1, or alternatively, an integral part the
drive member 6.

FIG. 4 shows a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Compared to the first embodiment, the drive member 6

has a threaded portion cooperating with the threaded outer
surface of the piston rod 2. The main difference compared to
the first embodiment is that the piston rod 2 is no longer

35 rotatable relative to the housing 5. This non-rotatable rela­
tionship is ensured in that the housing of the injection device
has a key 14 which at least partly engages the track 7 of
piston rod 2. Thus, when the drive member 6 is free to rotate
relative to the housing 5 the piston rod 2 will undergo a

40 translational movement along the axial direction of the
injection device.

FIG. 5 shows a third embodiment of the present invention.
In this embodiment the dose indicator barrel of the first and
second embodiment has been replaced by a counting device
having two wheels 15, 16. In principle the number of wheels
may be chosen arbitrary, but for simplicity, a counting
device having only two wheels is illustrated in FIG. 5. The
counting device is operated as follows: When the dose
setting member 1 is rotated, the wheel closest to the dose

50 setting member 15 is rotated via an optional planet gear 17.
This wheel contains numerals with an incremental of one.
The total scale on this wheel may contain 10 units distrib­
uted over a scale from 0 to 9, or alternatively, the total scale
may contain for example 20 units distributed over two scales
each having a scale from 0 to 9.

The second wheel 16 next to the first wheel 15 also
contains numerals with an incremental of 1. However, this
second wheel "counts" the number of revolutions of the first

The numerals are arranged along a helical path.
An advantage of having the numerals arranged along a

helical-like path is that a higher angular resolution is obtain­
able when a dose is to be set. Due to this higher angular
resolution a dose can be set with a significantly higher
accuracy. This greater accuracy is obtained since the helical­
like path allows for more numerals to be arranged on the
dose indicator barrel 9 compared to numerals arranged at the
same height on the surface of the dose indicator barrel 9.

When a dose has been ejected from the injection device, 55

the dose indicator barrel 9 is adapted to be rotated back to
its initial position and it is thereby ready to be set to a new
dose. The same applies for an injection device applying a

counting device as a dose meter.
As already mentioned, the piston rod 2 has a threaded

outer surface. This threaded outer surface engages and
co-operates with a threaded portion 3 of the injection device.
The piston rod 2 is driven by the drive member 6 that
engages a track in piston rod 2. The axial movement of the
piston rod 2 is provided by rotating piston rod 2 in the 65

threaded portion 3 of the injection device. Drive member 6

may be locked by the locking member 4. In its locked

FIGS. 1-3 show a cross-sectional view of the injection
device according to a first embodiment of the present 15

invention. The dose of medicament to be ejected from the
injection device is set by rotating dose setting member 1.
The dose setting member 1 is attached to the housing 5 of the
injection device via torsion spring 12. When the dose setting
member 1 is rotated in order to set a dose to be ejected from
the injection device, energy is accumulated in torsion spring
12. This energy may be released by releasing locking
member 4 whereby the piston rod 2 will rotate and move in
the distal direction of the injection device. The distal move­
ment of the piston rod 2 is caused by a rotational movement 25

of the piston rod 2 itself in that the piston rod 2 has a
threaded outer surface. The threads of the piston rod 2

engage and co-operate with a threaded portion 3 of the
injection device causing the piston rod 2 to perform the
distal and axial movement.

The inner surface of housing 5 of the injection device is

provided with threads 10. These threads are adapted to

engage and co-operate with outer threads 8 of a dose
indicator barrel 9. The dose indicator barrel 9 engages with
sliding track 11 of the dose setting member 1 in such a way
that the dose indicator barrel 9 is able to slide in said sliding
track 11 in an axial direction of the injection device.

When the dose setting member 1 is rotated in order to set
a dose, the dose indicator barrel 9 rotates with the dose
setting member 1 causing the dose indicator barrel 9 to be
axially displaced relative to the housing 5. A window is

provided in the housing 5 of the injection device. Through
this window, the user of the injection device may view the
actual dose setting level from numerals (not shown) pro­
vided on an exterior surface of the dose indicator barrel 9. 45

nation with a rotatable dose indicator mechanism capable of
being rotated at least one revolution- i.e. over an angle
larger than 360 degrees. For example, the dose indicator
mechanism may be implemented as a barrel (see FIGS. 1-4)
or as interconnected wheels (see FIG. 5), the latter being
operated as a counting device. In order to increase the
angular resolution compared to known dose indicator
mechanisms the dose indicator mechanism of the present
invention is rotatable over an angle of rotation correspond-
ing to at least one revolution. The fact that the dose to be 10

ejected is displayed over at least one revolution allows that
the dose setting scale may contain at least 50, 60, 70, 80. 90,
100 units with an incremental of one.
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a dose setting member ( 1 ) adapted to set a dose to be member ( 1 ) , the dose setting member ( 1 ) and the dose 
ejected from the injection device , indicator barrel ( 9 ) being movable in relation to each 

a torsion spring ( 12 ) operatively connected to the dose other , the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) further having a 
setting member ( 1 ) , such that energy is accumulated in threaded outer surface ( 8 ) cooperating with a threaded 
the torsion spring ( 12 ) upon rotation of the dose setting 5 inner portion ( 10 ) of the housing ( 5 ) whereby the dose 
member ( 1 ) and released to eject automatically , indicator barrel ( 9 ) undergoes a combined translational 

wherein , and rotational movement in relation to the housing ( 5 ) 
a rotatably mounted display member threadedly engaged upon rotation of the dose setting member ( 1 ) , and 

with threads ( 10 ) of the housing ( 5 ) and operatively wherein the injection device has a portion at least partly 
connected with the dose setting member ( 1 ) and 10 engaging the track ( 7 ) of piston rod ( 2 ) so that rotation 
adapted to display the dose to be ejected from the of the drive member ( 6 ) relative to the housing ( 5 ) 
injection device in accordance with a setting of the dose results in a longitudinal movement of the piston rod ( 2 ) . 
setting member ( 1 ) , and 6. The injection device according to claim 4 , wherein the 

the rotatably mounted display member is rotatable over an drive member ( 6 ) is adapted to be connected to the dose 
angle corresponding to at least one revolution of the 15 setting member ( 1 ) via a ratchet ( 13 ) . 
display member . 7. The injection device according to claim 5 , wherein the 

2. The injection device according to claim 1 , wherein the drive member ( 6 ) is adapted to be connected to the dose 
display member is adapted to be moved between two end setting member ( 1 ) via a ratchet ( 13 ) . 
positions , said two end positions defining an operation range 8. The injection device according to claim 4 , wherein the 
of the display member , said operation range being associated 20 torsion spring ( 12 ) is arranged between the housing ( 5 ) and 
with a substantially linear working range of the torsion the dose setting member ( 1 ) in such a way that when the dose 
spring setting member ( 1 ) is rotated around the piston rod ( 2 ) , the 

3. The injection device according to claim 1 , wherein the torsion spring ( 12 ) is strained . 
display member comprises a dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) having 9. The injection device according to claim 5 , wherein the 
numerals arranged along a helical path on an outer surface 25 torsion spring ( 12 ) is arranged between the housing ( 5 ) and 
thereof . the dose setting member ( 1 ) in such a way that when the dose 

4. The injection device according to claim 3 , further setting member ( 1 ) is rotated around the piston rod ( 2 ) , the 
comprising : torsion spring ( 12 ) is strained . 

a piston rod ( 2 ) having a threaded outer surface with a 10. The injection device according to claim 8 , wherein the 
drive track ( 7 ) arranged in a longitudinal direction of 30 torsion spring ( 12 ) is a helical spring which extends coaxi 
said outer surface , ally with the piston rod ( 2 ) . 

wherein the dose setting member ( 1 ) is rotatably mounted 11. The injection device according to claim 9 , wherein the 
and defines a passage for the piston rod ( 2 ) , the dose torsion spring ( 12 ) is a helical spring which extends coaxi 
setting member ( 1 ) further having a guiding track ( 11 ) ally with the piston rod ( 2 ) . 
arranged on an inner surface thereof , 12. The injection device according to claim 4 , further 

a rotatable drive member ( 6 ) being adapted to at least comprising a locking member ( 4 ) adapted to fixate the piston 
partly engage with at least part of the drive track ( 7 ) of rod ( 2 ) in such a way that no relative rotation between of the 
the piston rod ( 2 ) so as to drive the piston rod , piston rod ( 2 ) and the housing ( 5 ) is possible when the 

wherein the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) has a part engaging locking member ( 4 ) is in its locking position . 
at least part of the guiding track ( 11 ) of the dose setting 40 13. The injection device according to claim 5 , further 
member ( 1 ) , the dose setting member ( 1 ) and the dose comprising a locking member ( 4 ) adapted to fixate the piston 
indicator barrel ( 9 ) being movable in relation to each rod ( 2 ) in such a way that no relative rotation between of the 
other , the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) further having a piston rod ( 2 ) and the housing ( 5 ) is possible when the 
threaded outer surface ( 8 ) cooperating with a threaded locking member ( 4 ) is in its locking position . 
inner portion ( 10 ) of the housing ( 5 ) whereby the dose 45 14. The injection device according to claim 12 , further 
indicator barrel ( 9 ) undergoes a combined translational comprising a release button adapted to release the locking 
and rotational movement in relation to the housing ( 5 ) member ( 4 ) from its locking position . 
upon rotation of the dose setting member ( 1 ) , and 15. The injection device according to claim 13 , further 

wherein the injection device has a threaded portion ( 3 ) comprising a release button adapted to release the locking 
cooperating with the threaded outer surface of the 50 member ( 4 ) from its locking position . 
piston rod ( 2 ) so that rotation of the piston rod ( 2 ) 16. The injection device according to claim 14 , wherein 
relative to the housing ( 5 ) results in a longitudinal the release button is positioned in the distal half of the length 
movement of the piston rod ( 2 ) . of the injection device . 

5. The injection device according to claim 3 , further 17. The injection device according to claim 15 , wherein 
comprising : the release button is positioned in the distal half of the length 

a piston rod ( 2 ) having a threaded outer surface with a of the injection device . 
track ( 7 ) arranged in a longitudinal direction of said 18. The injection device according to claim 4 , further 
outer surface , comprising a stopping member for defining an outer position 

wherein the dose setting member ( 1 ) is rotatably mounted of the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) , the outer position of the dose 
and defines a passage for the piston rod ( 2 ) , the dose 60 indicator barrel ( 9 ) corresponding to a maximum obtainable 

dose . setting member ( 1 ) further having a guiding track ( 11 ) 
arranged on an inner surface thereof , 19. The injection device according to claim 5 , further 

a rotatable drive member ( 6 ) having a threaded portion comprising a stopping member for defining an outer position 
cooperating with at least part of the threaded outer of the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) , the outer position of the dose 
surface of the piston rod ( 2 ) , indicator barrel ( 9 ) corresponding to a maximum obtainable 

wherein the dose indicator barrel ( 9 ) has a part engaging dose . 
at least part of the guiding track ( 11 ) of the dose setting 

35 

a 

55 

> 

65 

us 11,446,443 B2
7 8

k¥kkk

member (1), the dose setting member (1) and the dose
indicator barrel (9) being movable in relation to each
other, the dose indicator barrel (9) further having a
threaded outer surface (8) cooperating with a threaded
inner portion (10) of the housing (5) whereby the dose
mndcator barrel (9) undergoes a combined translational
and rotational movement in relation to the housing (5)
upon rotation of the dose setting member (1), and

wherein the injection device has a portion at least partly
engaging the track (7) of piston rod (2) so that rotation
of the drive member (6) relative to the housing (5)
results in a longitudinal movement of the piston rod (2).

6. The injection device according to claim 4, wherein the
drive member (6) is adapted to be connected to the dose

15 setting member (1) via a ratchet (13).
7. The injection device according to claim 5, wherein the

drive member (6) is adapted to be connected to the dose
setting member (1) via a ratchet (13).

8. The injection device according to claim 4, wherein the

20
torsion spring (12) is arranged between the housing (5) and
the dose setting member (1) in such a way that when the dose
setting member (1) is rotated around the piston rod (2), the
torsion spring (12) is strained.

9. The injection device according to claim 5, wherein the

25
torsion spring (12) is arranged between the housing (5) and
the dose setting member (1) in such a way that when the dose
setting member (1) is rotated around the piston rod (2), the
tors1on spring (12) is strained.

10. The injection device according to claim 8, wherein the

30
torsion spring (12) is a helical spring which extends coaxi­
ally with the piston rod (2).

11. The injection device according to claim 9, wherein the
torsion spring (12) is a helical spring which extends coaxi­
ally with the piston rod (2).

12. The injection device according to claim 4, further
comprising a locking member (4) adapted to fixate the piston
rod (2)in such a way that no relative rotation between of the
piston rod (2) and the housing (5) is possible when the
locking member (4) is in its locking position.

13. The injection device according to claim 5, further
comprising a locking member (4) adapted to fixate the piston
rod (2)in such a way that no relative rotation between of the
piston rod (2) and the housing (5) is possible when the
locking member (4) is in its locking position.

14. The injection device according to claim 12, further
comprising a release button adapted to release the locking
member (4) from its locking position.

15. The injection device according to claim 13, further
comprising a release button adapted to release the locking

50
member (4) from its locking position.

16. The injection device according to claim 14, wherein
the release button is positioned in the distal half of the length
of the injection device.

17. The injection device according to claim 15, wherein

55
the release button is positioned in the distal half of the length
of the injection device.

18. The injection device according to claim 4, further
comprising a stopping member for defining an outer position
of the dose indicator barrel (9), the outer position of the dose

60
indicator barrel (9) corresponding to a maximum obtainable
dose.

19. The injection device according to claim 5, further
comprising a stopping member for defining an outer position
of the dose indicator barrel (9), the outer position of the dose

65
indicator barrel (9) corresponding to a maximum obtainable
dose.

a dose setting member (1) adapted to set a dose to be
ejected from the injection device,

a torsion spring (12) operatively connected to the dose
setting member (1), such that energy is accumulated in
the torsion spring (12) upon rotation of the dose setting
member (1) and released to eject automatically,

wherein,
a rotatably mounted display member threadedly engaged

with threads (10) of the housing (5) and operatively
connected with the dose setting member (1) and 10

adapted to display the dose to be ejected from the
injection device in accordance with a setting of the dose
setting member (1), and

the rotatably mounted display member is rotatable over an
angle corresponding to at least one revolution of the
display member.

2. The injection device according to claim 1, wherein the
display member is adapted to be moved between two end
positions, said two end positions defining an operation range
of the display member, said operation range being associated
with a substantially linear working range of the torsion
spnng.

3. The injection device according to claim 1, wherein the
display member comprises a dose indicator barrel (9) having
numerals arranged along a helical path on an outer surface
thereof.

4. The injection device according to claim 3, further
comprising:

a piston rod (2) having a threaded outer surface with a
drive track (7) arranged in a longitudinal direction of
said outer surface,

wherein the dose setting member (1) is rotatably mounted
and defines a passage for the piston rod (2), the dose
setting member (1) further having a guiding track (11)
arranged on an inner surface thereof. 35

a rotatable drive member (6) being adapted to at least
partly engage with at least part of the drive track (7) of
the piston rod (2) so as to drive the piston rod,

wherein the dose indicator barrel (9) has a part engaging
at least part of the guiding track (11) of the dose setting 40

member (1), the dose setting member (1) and the dose
indicator barrel (9) being movable in relation to each
other, the dose indicator barrel (9) further having a
threaded outer surface (8) cooperatino with a threaded
inner portion (10) of the housing (5) whereby the dose 45

indicator barrel (9) undergoes a combined translational
and rotational movement in relation to the housing (5)
upon rotation of the dose setting member (1), and

wherein the injection device has a threaded portion (3)
cooperating with the threaded outer surface of the
piston rod (2) so that rotation of the piston rod (2)
relative to the housing (5) results in a longitudinal
movement of the piston rod (2).

5. The injection device according to claim 3, further
comprising:

a piston rod (2) having a threaded outer surface with a
track (7) arranged in a longitudinal direction of said
outer surface,

wherein the dose setting member (1) is rotatably mounted
and defines a passage for the piston rod (2), the dose
setting member (1) further having a guiding track (11)
arranged on an inner surface thereof,

a rotatable drive member (6) having a threaded portion
cooperating with at least part of the threaded outer
surface of the piston rod (2),

wherein the dose indicator barrel (9) has a part engaging
at least part of the guiding track (11) of the dose setting
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