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purportedly adverb

pur·​port·​ed·​ly  (ˌ)pər-ˈpȯr-təd-lē 

Synonyms of purportedly

: it is purported : OSTENSIBLY, ALLEGEDLY

Recent Examples on the Web

After unsuccessfully trying to throw the woman in the water, the suspect purportedly
buried her alive in a hole in the sand, police said.

Stephanie Pagones, Fox News, 26 Feb. 2021
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These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current

usage of the word 'purportedly.' Any opinions expressed in the examples do not represent those of

Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.

First Known Use

1942, in the meaning defined above

The Greeks and Romans—purportedly including Alexander the Great—were enthralled
by Herodotus’ tales of giant gold-digging ants in the mountains; scholars today assume
that the traveller and historian was referring to the Himalayan marmot, a nervous,
furry mammal that wanders the lower altitudes.

Akash Kapur, The New Yorker, 18 Jan. 2021

While federal lawmakers for years have hammered social media companies including
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube for purportedly undermining U.S. democracy and
surveilling users with little discretion, Congress has been unable to pass any major
regulations for the tech sector.

Cristiano Lima, Washington Post, 21 June 2023
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Time Traveler

The first known use of purportedly was in 1942
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