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Plaintiff and Counter-Defendant Playvuu, Inc. (“Plaintiff” or “Playvuu”) 

hereby provides to Defendant and Counterclaimant Snap Inc. (“Defendant” or 

“Snap”) its preliminary infringement contentions for U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 (the 

“’911 Patent,” “Patent-in-Suit, or “Asserted Patent”) pursuant to the Scheduling 

Order (Dkt. 41).   

Playvuu’s investigation is on-going, and discovery has yet to commence.  

These disclosures are based on information available to Playvuu at this time.  

Playvuu reserves the right to supplement these disclosures as information becomes 

available.  Playvuu reserves the right to assert additional claims of the Asserted 

Patent, accuse different products, or find alternative literal and/or equivalent 

infringement elements in the accused products. 

I. IDENTIFICATION OF THE ASSERTED CLAIMS IN THE ’911 

PATENT 

Based on currently available information, Playvuu asserts that Snap has 

infringed and continues to infringe claims 1, 2, 4, and 6-9 of the ’911 Patent 

(collectively, “Asserted Claims”) under 35 U.S.C. §§ 271(a) and (b). 

II. IDENTIFICATION OF ACCUSED INSTRUMENTALITIES 

Snap infringes each of the Asserted Claims by making, using, selling, and/or 

offering for sale in the United States its Snapchat application (“Snapchat”).   

Further information regarding specific infringement by Snap is set forth in the 

chart attached as Appendix A.  

III. INFRINGEMENT CONTENTIONS 

Based on currently available information, Playvuu provides in the attached 

Appendix A and infringement claim chart identifying specifically where and how 

each limitation of each Asserted Claim is found within Snapchat.   

The documents and other evidence cited in Appendix A are exemplary and not 

intended to be exhaustive or otherwise limiting.  Playvuu reserves the right to rely on 
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additional evidence throughout subsequent proceedings in the case, whether or not 

such information is available to Playvuu as of the date of this disclosure.  These 

infringement contentions shall not limit Playvuu’s right to assert any position it 

deems appropriate at any later date as to infringement, validity, claim construction, 

or any other issue in this litigation.  Nor shall these disclosures be deemed an 

admission or contention as to the scope or interpretation of any claim term. 

IV. DIRECT AND INDIRECT INFRINGEMENT 

Based on currently available information, with respect to Snap’s infringement, 

Playvuu provides below an identification of any direct infringement and a 

description of the acts of Snap that contribute to or are inducing that direct 

infringement.  

a. Direct Infringement 

As shown in Appendix A, each Asserted Claim is directly infringed by Snap 

by making, using, selling, and/or offering Snapchat for sale in the United States.   

b. Indirect Infringement 

Upon information and belief, Snap actively and knowingly induces Snap’s 

customers and/or end users to directly infringe each Asserted Claim by instructing 

and encouraging its customers and/or end users to use Snapchat.  For example, Snap 

publishes on its website (support.snapchat.com) user guides that advise Snap’s 

customers and/or end users to use Snapchat in an infringing manner.  See Appendix A. 

V. LITERAL INFRINGEMENT AND INFRINGEMENT UNDER THE 

DOCTRINE OF EQUIVALENTS 

Based on currently available information, Playvuu contends that Snapchat and 

Snapchat customers and/or end users literally infringe each and every Asserted 

Claim.   

Playvuu alleges that Snapchat (as explained in Appendix A) infringes under 

the Doctrine of Equivalents (“DOE”) as well because any differences between any 

Asserted Claim limitation and the corresponding feature(s), structure(s), 
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instrumentalit(y/ies), function(s), step(s), process(es), or method(s) of Snapchat are 

insubstantial and/or they perform substantially the same function, in substantially the 

same way, to achieve substantially the same result as claimed in such limitation.  

Playvuu reserves the right to assert that additional limitations are infringed 

under the DOE, and/or to identify additional grounds for infringement under the 

DOE, based on Playvuu’s further investigation, fact discovery, claim construction, 

Snap’s (or Snap’s experts’) positions (e.g., on claim construction, non-infringement, 

or invalidity), and/or any other relevant developments. 

VI. PRIORITY CLAIM 

The ’911 Patent is a continuation of U.S. application No. 12/953,350 (the 

“’350 Application”), filed on November 23, 2010, and claims priority to U.S. 

Provisional Application No. 61/364,500 (the “’500 Application”).  Each Asserted 

Claim of the ’911 Patent is entitled to the ’500 Application’s July 15, 2010 filing 

date for priority.  If any Asserted Claim is found not to be entitled to priority from 

the ’500 Application, then such Asserted Claim is entitled to at least the ’350 

Application’s November 23, 2010 filing date for priority.  

VII. DAMAGES PERIOD 

Based on currently available information, the start of the claimed damages 

period is the same date as the ’911 Patent issued, February 23, 2021.  On information 

and belief, Snap’s infringement is ongoing. 

VIII. WILLFULNESS 

Playvuu’s investigation is on-going, and discovery has yet to commence.  

Should Playvuu learn that Snap had pre-suit knowledge of the ’911 Patent, Playvuu 

intends to reallege willfulness.   

IX. PRODUCTION 

Along with these Preliminary Infringement Contentions, Playvuu is producing 

(1) a copy of ’911 Patent; (2) a copy of the file history for the ’911 Patent; (3) a copy 

of the ’350 Application; (4) a copy of the file history for the ’350 Application; (5) a 
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copy of the file history for the ’500 Application; and (6) documents evidencing 

Playvuu’s ownership of the patent rights.  Playvuu will supplement this production 

with additional, confidential, documents once a protective order is in place.  

 

Dated:  January 20, 2023 PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP 

 
  /s/ David J. Tsai    

David J. Tsai 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff and  
Counter-Defendant Playvuu, Inc. 
 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the above and 

foregoing document has been caused to be served on all counsel of record via email 

on January 20, 2023. 

 /s/ David J. Tsai   
David J. Tsai 
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Appendix A  
Claim Chart Demonstrating the Snapchat Application’s Infringement  

of U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 (“the ’911 Patent”) 

The Accused Products include, but are not necessarily limited to, Snap’s Snapchat App, which includes any 
related components, and any Snap product or service that is substantially or reasonably similar to Snapchat.  The 
Accused Products, and the making, use, offering for sale or selling thereof, infringes the claims of the ’911 Patent, 
directly under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a).  The Accused Products infringe the claims of the ’911 Patent literally and, to the 
extent not literally, under the doctrine of equivalents. 

The citations below are exemplary only.  Playvuu reserves the right to rely on other and/or similar citations 
in other documents and materials to prove infringement in this case.  The annotations used in this claim chart are 
only for the purpose of highlighting certain text and exemplary passages in the cited materials and should not be 
interpreted or considered to be limiting the disclosures contained herein. 

Playvuu’s contentions are based on the limited information that it has been able to gather from public 
sources.  Playvuu reserves the right to amend these contentions in any conceivable manner as discovery in this case 
progresses. 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 1  
A method for  
generating and sharing 
audio/video content to a 
social network, comprising; 
 

Whether or not the preamble is limiting, the Snapchat App implements a 
method for generating and sharing audio/video content to a social network.  
See, e.g.: 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/capture-a-snap) (last visited January 
9, 2023). 
 

initiating a content creation 
process in response to a 
request from a user:  

The Snapchat App initiates a content creation process in response to a request 
from a user, as shown below.   
 
The Snapchat App presents a user with an interface that initiates a content 
creation process in response to a request from the user by prompting the user to 
begin recording, select audio compositions, and apply filters and backgrounds.   
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/capture-a-snap) (last visited January 
9, 2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 
(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/add-music) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/face-world-lenses) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/geofilters) (last visited January 9, 2023). 

 

prompting the user to record 
content;  
 

The Snapchat App prompts the user to record content, as shown below.   
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

The Snapchat App prompts the user to record content.  When the Snapchat App 
is opened, the Snapchat App presents the user with a record button.  
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prompting the user to select 
an audio composition from a 
list of compositions retrieved 
from a host server; 

The Snapchat App prompts the user to select an audio composition from a 
list of compositions retrieved from a host server, as shown below: 
 
The Snapchat App prompts the user to “Add a Sound.”  When a user clicks the 
“Add a Sound” button, or the music icon in the upper-right toolbar, the Snapchat 
App presents the user with a list of audio compositions retrieved from a host 
server.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 
(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/add-music) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 
On information and belief, the list of compositions presented to the user is 
retrieved from a Snap host server.  See, e.g.: 
 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/when-are-snaps-deleted (last visited 
January 9, 2023). 

presenting the user  
with a record button; 

The Snapchat App presents the user with a record button, as shown below. 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

The Snapchat App presents the user with a record button. 

 

Snap Inc. - EX1038, Page 0018



14 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/capture-a-snap) (last visited January 
9, 2023). 

presenting the user 
with a selection of visual 
media content for use as a 
background, 

The Snapchat App presents the user with a selection of visual media content 
for use as a background, as shown below 

The Snapchat App presents the user with a “Lenses” button, and when a user 
clicks on the Lenses button, the Snapchat App presents the user with a selection 
of visual media content that the user can select to use as a background.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/face-world-lenses) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 

wherein upon  
selecting an instance of pre-
recorded visual media content 
from the selection, the user is 
presented with an interface to 
selectively edit the instance 
of pre-recorded visual media 
content: 

The Snapchat App, upon allowing a user to select an instance of pre-recorded 
visual media content from the selection, presents the user with an interface to 
selectively edit the instance of pre-recorded visual media content, s shown 
below: 
 
In the example below, after the user has selected a “Samsung” background, the 
Snapchat App presents the user with an interface to edit the background.  The 
user can select different “kitchen styles” as well as edit the color of specific 
kitchen appliances.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

providing simultaneous aural 
playback of the audio 
composition during a 
recording session, thereby 
permitting the user to hear the 
composition during 
recording; 

The Snapchat App provides simultaneous aural playback of the audio 
composition during a recording session, thereby permitting the user to hear the 
composition during recording, as shown below: 

A user can select an audio composition before beginning to record.  Once a user 
has selected an audio composition, the Snapchat App will play the selected audio 
composition during the recording session.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 
(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/add-music) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

generating recorded content 
based on the recording 
session by compositing video 
captured during the recording 
session with the instance of 
pre-recorded visual media 
content, such that the video 
captured during the recording 
session is selectively made 
transparent to reveal the 
instance of pre-recorded 
visual media content: 

The Snapchat App generates recorded content based on the recording session 
by compositing video captured during the recording session with the instance 
of pre-recorded visual media content, such that the video captured during the 
recording session is selectively made transparent to reveal the instance of pre-
recorded visual media content, as shown below: 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

In the example below, the Snapchat App makes the video captured during the 
recording session selectively transparent to reveal the pre-recorded visual media 

Snap Inc. - EX1038, Page 0030



26 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

content.  Specifically, the background of the video captured, including the water 
bottle, is made transparent. 

displaying a preview of the 
recorded content to the user, 
wherein the preview of the 
recorded content enables the 
user to change the timing or 
latency of the recorded 
content to relative to the 
selected audio composition: 

The Snapchat App displays a preview of the recorded content to the user, 
wherein the preview of the recorded content enables the user to change the 
timing or latency of the recorded content to relative to the selected audio 
composition, as shown below: 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

In the example below, after recording, the Snapchat App presents the user with a 
preview of the recorded content.  The Snapchat App allows the user to edit the 
timing of the recorded content such that the recorded content plays at a different 
point relative to the selected audio composition.   

Snap Inc. - EX1038, Page 0032



28 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

selecting a privacy attribute 
for the recorded content: 

The Snapchat App selects a privacy attribute for the recorded content, as 
shown below: 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

The Snapchat App selects a default privacy attribute for the recorded content 
based on the user’s “friends list”.  See https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/my-
story (last visited January 9, 2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

sending the recorded content 
to the host server, wherein the 
host server is configured to 
store multimedia content to 
facilitate access to other users 
according to the selected 
privacy attribute; 

The Snapchat App sends the recorded content to the host server, wherein the 
host server is configured to store multimedia content to facilitate access to 
other users according to the selected privacy attribute, as shown below: 

The Snapchat App publishes the user’s recorded content to the user’s “Story.”  A 
user’s Story is saved on Snapchat servers.  See https://support.snapchat.com/en-
US/a/when-are-snaps-deleted (last visited January 9, 2023).   
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Once the user saves the recorded content to his or her Story, other users can view 
it, depending on the selected privacy attribute.  See 
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/my-story (last visited January 9, 2023). 

 

 

receiving a request to publish 
the recorded content: 

The Snapchat App receives requests to publish the recorded content, as shown 
below: 

After recording content, the Snapchat App presents the user with a “Send To” 
button.  The Snapchat App will then publish the content to the user’s Story after 
receiving the user’s request via the “Send To” button.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/send-snap) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 

in response to the request to 
publish, processing and 
encoding individual 
components of the recorded 
content to create a streamable 
video: 

The Snapchat App, in response to the request to publish, processes and 
encodes individual components of the recorded content to create a streamable 
video, as shown below: 

Once the user has requested to publish his or her recorded content as a Story, the 
Snapchat App processes and encodes the individual components of the recorded 
content and then publishes the recorded content and makes it streamable by a 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

subset of users based on the recorded content’s privacy attribute.  See 
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/my-story (last visited January 9, 2023) 

 

In the example below, the Snapchat App publishes the recorded content to the 
user’s “Private Story.”  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/about-stories) (last visited January 9, 
2023) 
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and publishing the streamable 
video by copying the 
streamable video to a media 
server 

The Snapchat App publishes the streamable video by copying the streamable 
video to a media server.  See, e.g., as shown below: 

The Snapchat App publishes the streamable video by copying the video to a 
media server. See https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/when-are-snaps-deleted 
(last visited January 9, 2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/about-stories) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 2  

The method of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of 
terminating the recording 
session after a duration of 
time has elapsed. 

The Snapchat App terminates the recording session after a duration of time 
has elapsed, as shown below: 

The Snapchat App’s “video timer” feature prompts the user to “Set the length of 
your recording.” The user can then choose the length of the user’s video 
recording, and the Snapchat App terminates the recording session after the 
selected amount of time has elapsed.  

Snap Inc. - EX1038, Page 0046



42 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 4  

The method of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of 
locally saving the streamable 
video. 

The Snapchat App saves the streamable video locally, as shown below: 

The Snapchat App prompts the user to “Save” the streamable video, after which 
the streamable video is locally saved to the user’s mobile device.  This can be 
done before or after the streamable video is published.  
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

 

 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/save-story) (last visited January 10, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 6  

The method of claim 1, 
wherein the audio 
composition comprises pre-
recorded audio. 

The Snapchat App prompts the user to select an audio composition from a 
list of compositions retrieved from a host server.  This list includes audio 
compositions which comprise pre-recorded content, as shown below: 
 
The Snapchat App prompts the user to “Create Sound.”  The user can upload a 
pre-recorded audio composition, or record an audio composition in the Snapchat 
App.   
 
After either step is taken, the pre-recorded audio composition becomes part of 
the list of compositions from which the user is prompted to select.  
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Snap Inc. - EX1038, Page 0055



51 

U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/add-music) (last visited January 9, 
2023). 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 7  

The method of claim 1, 
wherein the preview is stored 
in temporary memory and re-
written to non-transient 
memory upon receiving a 
save request from the user. 

The Snapchat App stores the preiview of the recorded content in temporary 
memory and re-writes the recorded content to non-transient memory upon 
receiving a save request from the user, as shown below: 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

On information and belief, the Snapchat App stores the preview of the recorded 
content in temporary memory.  The recorded content is re-writen to non-transient 
memory upon receiving a save request from the user, e.g., when the user clicks 
on the Save button displayed along side the preview. 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,931,911 Snapchat App 

Claim 8  

The method of claim 1, 
further comprising the steps 
of: 

 

displaying a countdown to the 
recording session based on a 
user interaction with the 
record button, wherein the 
recording session comprises 
video recording; and 

The Snapchat App displays a countdown to the recording session based on a 
user interaction with the record button, wherein the recording session 
comprises video recordingas shown below:  

The Snapchat App displays a countdown to the recording session once the user 
has interacted with (pressed) the record button.  The recording session comprises 
video recording.  
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providing the user an 
indication of the initiation of 
the recording session after the 
countdown to the recording 
session has counted down. 

The Snapchat App provides the user an indication of the initiation of the 
recording session after the countdown to the recording session has counted 
down, as shown below:  

After the countdown, when recording has initiated, the Snapchat App’s Record 
Button’s outside circle begins to fill with red and the central white square 
becomes a large red circle. This indicates to the user that the recording session 
has initiated.  
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Claim 9  

The method of claim 1, 
further comprising 
associating user-defined tags 
with the streamable video.  

The Snapchat App associates user-defined tags with the streamable video, as 
shown below: 

The Snapchat App allows a user to enter user-defined tags (called #topics) when 
sharing a streamable video via the Snapchat App’s “Spotlight” feature.  The 
Snapchat App associates these user-defined tags with the streamable video. 
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(https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/spotlight-guidelines) (last visited 
January 10, 2023). 
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