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enantiomorph
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en-an.ti-oomorph [i'nantée,mérf/ »n. cach of two
crystalline or other geometric forms that are mir-
ror images of cach other. Plate 19th cent.: from
Greek cnantios ‘opposite’ + -MORPH. Al
mor-phic [i,nantéa’ mérfik/ adj. —en-an-ti-o-mor-
H 1l h

encore

en-ceph-a-litis le-thar.gl.ca fii'tharjike/ » n. a form of
encephalitis caused by a virus and characterized by
headache and drowsiness leading to coma. Also
called SLEEPING SICKNESS.

en-ceph-ali-zation fen sefsli'zasHen| »n. Zoology an

phism /i
[i,nantée'mérfes| adj.

en-ar-gite Jen'arjit; ‘ener,jit/ »n. a dark gray mineral
consisting of a sulfide of copper and arsenic. >mid
19th cent.: from Greek enargés ‘clear, distinct’ (re-
ferring to evident cleavage) + -IvE1.

en-arthro-sis |,enar'tHrosis/ » n. (pl. -ses [-séz[) Anato-
my a ball-and-socket joint. Plate 16th cent.: from
Greek enarthrdsis, from enarthros ‘jointed,’” from en-
‘inside’ + arthron ‘joint.’

e-na-tion [é'nasHan/ »n. Botany an outgrowth from
the surface of a leaf or other part of a plant. ®mid
19th cent.: from Latin enatiofn-), from enasci ‘issue
forth.”

en bloc [an 'blak/ »adv. all together or all at the same
time: various private museums offered to purchase the
trove en bloc. >mid 19th cent.: French.

en brochette /4N brd'sHet/ »adj. Cooking (of a dish)
cooked on a skewer. DFrench en brochette ‘on a
skewer.'

en brosse [an 'brés| »ad]. [postpositive] (of a person’s
hair) cut in a short and bristly style. Dearly 20th
cent.: French, literally ‘in the form of a brush.”

enc. »abbr. m enclosed. m enclosure.

en-cage [en'kaj| v. [trans.] poetic/literary confine in or

) asinacage.

-] encamp Jen'kamp] »v. [intrans.] settle in or establish

/ a camp, esp. a military one: we encamped for the night
by the side of a river.
en-camp-ment Jen'kampmant/ »n. a place with tem-
porary accommodations consisting of huts or tents,
typically for troops or nomads.  the process of set-
ting up a camp.
en-cap-si-date Jen'kapsi,dat/ Pv. [trans.] Biochemistry
enclose (a gene or virus particle) in a protein shell.
—en-cap-si-da-tion Jen kapsi'dasHan/ n.
en-cap-su-late [en'kaps(y)a,lat/ Pv. [trans] enclose
(something) in or as if in a capsule. ® express the es-
sential features of (someone or something) suc-
cinctly: the conclusion is encapsulated in one sentence.
m Computing enclose (a message or signal) in a set of
codes that allow use by or transfer through different
computer systems or networks. ® Computing provide
an interface for (a piece of software or hardware) to
allow or simplify access for the user. ® [as adj] (en-
capsulated) enclosed by a protective coating or
membrane. Dlate 19th cent. (also as incapsulate):
from EN-1, IN-2 ‘into’ + Latin capsula (see CAPSULE).
—en-cap-su-la-tion Jen kaps(y)a'lasHen/ n.

en-case Jen'kas| (also dated in-case) »v. [trans.] (often
be encased) enclose or cover in a case or close-fit-
ting surround. —en-case-ment n.

en-caus-tic [en'késtik/ »adj. (esp. in painting and ce-
ramics) using pigments mixed with hot wax that are
burned in as an inlay. u (of bricks and tiles) decorat-
ed with differently colored clays, which are inlaid
into the surface and burned in.

»n. the art or process of encaustic painting. Plate
16th cent.: via Latin from Greek enkaustikos, from
enkaiein *burn in,’ from en- ‘in’ + kaiein ‘to burn.”

-ence [ans; ns| P suffix forming nouns: 1 denoting a
quality or an instance of it: impertinence. 2 denoting
an action or its result: reference | reminiscence. >from
French -ence, from Latin -entia, -antia (from present
participial stems -ent-, -ant-). Since the 16th cent.
many inconsistencies have occurred in the use of
-ence and -ance.

en-ceinte? fen'sant; &n'sant/ »n. archaic an enclosure
or the enclosing wall of a fortified place. Dearly
18th cent.: from French, from Latin incincta, femi-
nine past participle of indngere ‘gird in,’ from in- ‘in"
+ cingere ‘to gird.”

en-ceinte2 »adj. archaic pregnant. bearly 17th cent.:
from French.

El Jen" [ A a satellite of Sat-
urn, the eighth closest to the planet, discovered by
W. Herschel in 1789, Probably composed mainly of
ice, it has a diameter of 311 miles (500 km). >named
after a Greek mythological giant killed by Athena.

en-ce-phal-ic /,ensa'falik/ »adj. Anatomy relating to,
affecting, or situated in the brain. bmid 19th cent.:
from Greek enkephalos ‘brain’ (from en- ‘in’ + kephalé
‘head’) +-ic.

en-ceph-a-lils fen,sefe'litis/ »n. inflammation of the
brain, caused by infection or an allergic reaction.
—en-ceph-a-litic /-'litik/ ad).

P!

ev y increase in the complexity or relative
size of the brain, involving a shift of function from
noncortical parts of the brain to the cortex.

encephalo- »comb. form of or relating to the brain:
encept hy. Dfrom Greek enkephal

h.

n-cepl Jen* gram/ »n. icine an
image, trace, or other record of the structure or
electrical activity of the brain.

en-ceph-a-log-ra-phy [en,sefe'lagrefé/ »n. Medicine
any of various techniques for recording the struc-
ture or electrical activity of the brain. —en-ceph-a.
lo-graph fen'sefele,graf/ n. —en-ceph-a-lo-graphiic
|o'grafik] adj.

en-ceph-alo-my-elitls [en sefolo,mia'litis| »n. Medi-
cine inflammation of the brain and spinal cord, typ-
ically due to acute viral infection.

en-ceph-aldon [en'sefe lan; -lon/ »n. Anatomy the
brain. Pmid 18th cent.: from Greek enkephalon ‘what
is inside the head,’ from en- ‘inside’ + kephalé *head.’
en-ceph-alop-athy [en, sefe'lapaTHE/ »n. (pl. -thies)
Medicine a disease in which the functioning of the
brain is affected by some agent or condition (such as
viral infection or toxins in the blood).

en-chain Jen'cHan/ Pv. [trans.)] poetic/iterary bind with
or as with chains. Plate Middle English: from Old
French enchainer, based on Latin catena ‘chain.” —en-
chain-ment n.

en-chaine-ment /,&NsHen'méan/ »n. (pl. -ments pro-
nunc. same) Ballet a linked sequence of steps or
movements constituting a phrase. >mid 19th cent.:
French, ‘chaining together.’

en-chant fen'cHant/ »v. [trans.] (often be enchanted)
fill (someone) with great delight; charm: Isabel was
enchanted with the idea. ® put (someone or some-
thing) under a spell: [as adj] (enchanted) an enchant-
ed garden. Plate Middle English (in the senses ‘put
under a spell’ and ‘delude’; formerly also as in-
chant): from French enchanter, from Latin incantare,
from in- ‘in’ + cantare ‘sing.’ hant-edly adv.

official message) in ordinary language, rather than
in code or cipher. bFrench, literally ‘in clear,

en-clasp fen'klasp/ »V. [trans.] formal hold tightly in
one'’s arms. .

en-clave ['en klav; '4NG-[ »n. a portion of territory
within or surrounded by a larger territory whose in.
habitants are culturally or ethnically distinct. ma se.
cured area within another secured area: the cost of
security service is going to be proportional to the size of the
enclave that you must secure. ® figurative a place or
group that is different in character from those sur-
rounding it: the engineering department is traditionally
male enclave.

»v. [trans.] rare surround and isolate; make an enclave
of. bmid 19th cent.: from French, from Old French
enclaver ‘enclose, dovetail,” based on Latin clavis

‘key.

en-clitic [en'Kiitik/ Li »n. a word p ed
with so little emphasis that it is shortened and
forms part of the preceding word, e.g., n't in can’t.
Compare with PROCLITIC.

»adj. denoting or relating to such a word. >mid 17th
cent.: via late Latin from Greek enklitikos, from en-
Kinein ‘lean on,’ from en- ‘in, on’ + Klinein ‘to lean,’
—encclitd-cal-ly [-(2)lé] adv.

en-close [en'kldz[ (also dated in-close) »v. [trans)
1 (often be enclosed) surround or close off on all
sides: the entire estate was enclosed with walls | [as adj]
(enclosed) a dark enclosed space. See note at CIRCUM-
SCRIBE. B historical fence in (common land) so as to
make it private property. ® [usu. as adj] (enclosed)
seclude (a religious order or other community) from
the outside world. ® chiefly Mathematics bound on all
sides; contain. 2 place (something) in an envelope
together with a letter: I enclose a copy of the job de-
scription. dMiddle English (in the sense ‘shut in, im-
prison’): from Old French enclos, past participle of en-
clore, based on Latin includere ‘shut in.’

en-clo-sure [en'kidzHar/ (also dated in<clo-sure) bn.
1 an area that is sealed off with an artificial or nat-
ural barrier. ®an artificial or natural barrier that
seals off an area. 2 the state of being enclosed, esp.
in a religious community: the nuns kept strict enclosure.
w historical the process or policy of fencing in waste

—en-chantment n.

en-chant-er fen'cHantar/ »n. a person who uses magic
or sorcery, esp. to put someone or something under
a spell.

en-chanter’s night-shade »n. a woodland plant
with small white flowers and fruit with hooked bris-
tles, native to Eurasia and North America. * Genus
Circaea, family Onagraceae: several species, includ-
ing C. quadrisulcata and the smaller C. alpina. Dlate
16th cent.: believed by early botanists to be the herb
used by Circe to charm Odysseus’ companions.

en-chant-ing [en'cHantiNG/ »ad]. delightfully charm-

or common land so as to make it private property,
as pursued in much of Britain in the 18th and early
19th centuries: one of the chief effects of enclosure was to
increase the number of landless workers. 3 a document
or object placed in an envelope together with a let-
ter. Plate Middle English: from legal Anglo-Norman
French and Old French, from enclos ‘closed in’ (see

ENCLOSE).
en-code [en'kdd| »v. [trans.] convert into a coded form.
® Computing convert (information or an instruction)
into a digital form. ® Biochemistry (of a gene) be re-
sponsible for producing (a substance or behavior).
d-a-ble adj. dern. d tn.

ing or attractive: Dinahlooked enchanting. h:
ingly adv.

en-chantress [en'cHantris/ »n. a woman who uses
magic or sorcery, esp. to put someone or something
under a spell. ®ma very attractive and beguiling
woman. Plate Middle English: from Old French en-
chanteresse, from enchanter (see ENCHANT).

en-chase [en'cHas| Pv. [trans)] decorate (a piece of
jewelry or work of art) by inlaying, engraving, or
carving. ® place (a jewel) in a setting. Plate Middle
English (in the sense ‘decorate with figures in re-
lief): from Old French enchasser ‘set gems, encase,’
from en- ‘in’ + chasse ‘a case.’

en-chia-da /,encHa'lade/ »n. a rolled tortilla with a
filling typically of meat and served with a chili
sauce. blatin American Spanish, feminine past par-
ticiple of enchilar ‘season with chili.’

»PHRASES Othe big enchilada informal a person or

en-co-mi-ast [en'kdmé,ast/ Pn. formal a person who
publicly praises or flatters someone else. Pearly
17th cent.: from Greek enkgmiastés, from enkomiazein
‘to praise,” from enkdmion (see ENCOMIUM). —en<€o-
mi-as-tic en,komé'astik/ adi. —en-co-mi-as-tically
Jen komé'astik(e)lé] adv.

en-co-mi-en-da [en,kdm&'enda; - kamé-| P n. historical
a grant by the Spanish Crown to a colonist in Amer-
ica conferring the right to demand tribute and
forced labor from the Indian inhabitants of an area.
Pearly 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘commission,
charge.

en.co-mi-um fen'kdméam/ »n. (pl. -mi-ums or -mia
|-mé&a|) formal a speech or piece of writing that prais-
es someone or something highly. bmid 16th cent.!
Latin, from Greek enkmion ‘eulogy,’ from en- ‘with-
in’ + komos ‘revel.’

thing of great importance. O the whole
informal the whole situation; everything.

en-chi-rid-i-on /,encka'ridéan; ,enki-/ n. (pl. -rid-l-ons
or -rid-l-a [-'ridéa]) formal a book containing essential
information on a subject. Plate Middle English: via
late Latin from Greek enkheiridion, from en- ‘within"
+ kheir *hand’ + the diminutive suffix -idion.

En.ci-nltas /,ensi'nétas] a city in southwestern Cali-
fornia, northwest of San Diego; pop. 55,386.

en-cl:pher [en'sifer| Pv. [trans.] convert (a message or
piece of text) into a coded form; encrypt. —en-cl-
pher-ment n. X

en-cir-cle [en'serkel/ »v. [trans.| form a circle around;
surround: the town is encircled by fortified walls. See
note at 3 Ir-cl tn.

encl. (also enc.) > abbr. m enclosed. ® enclosure.

en clalr /4N 'Kler/ »ad). & adv. (esp. of a telegram or

pass Jen’ pas/>v. 1 [trans.] surround and

have or hold within: a vast halo encompassing the Milky
Way galaxy. See note at CIRCUMSCRIBE. W include
comprehensively: no studies encompass all aspects of
medical care. 2 archaic cause (something) to take
place: an act designed to encompass the death of the king.
—en-com-pass-ment n.

en-co-pre-sis |,enka'présis| »n. Medicine involuntary
defecation, esp. associated with emotional distur
bance or psychiatric disorder.

en-core |'an,kdr| »n. a repeated or additional perfor:
mance of an item at the end of a concert, as calle
for by an audience.

»exclam. called out by an audience at the end of a con
cert to request such a performance.

»>v. [trans.] (often be encored) give or call for a repedt:
ed or additional performance of (an item) at the end
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868

mental restraint: I could never appear nude, I'm far too
inhibited. )

in-hi-bition /in(h)i'bisHan/ Pn. a feeling that makes
one self-conscious and unable to act in a relaxed and
natural way: the children, at first shy, soon lost their inhi-
bitions | a powerful tranquilizer that causes lack of inhibi-
tion. m Psychology a voluntary or involuntary re-
straint on the direct expression of an instinct. ® the
action of inhibiting, restricting, or hindering a
process. @ the slowing or prevention of a process, re-
action, or function by a particular substance. Plate
Middle English (in the sense ‘forbidding, a prohibi-
tion'): from Latin inhibitio(n-), from the verb inhibere
(see INHIBIT).

in-hib-i-tor [in'hibiter/ »n. a thing that inhibits some-
one or something. ® a substance that slows down or
prevents a particular chemical reaction or other
process, or that reduces the activity of a particular
reactant, catalyst, or enzyme. ® Genetics a gene
whose presence prevents the expression of some
other gene at a different locus.

in-home P adj. [attrib] (of a service or activity) provid-
ed or taking place within a person’s home: the best in
in-home entertainment.

in-ho-mo-ge-ne-ous [in,homa'jénéas; - hama-| »adj.
not uniform in character or content; diverse.
® Mathematics consisting of terms that are not all of
the same degree or di i in-h i
ty [-,homaja’'né-it | n.

in-hos-pi-ta-ble [ inhé'spitabal; in'has-| »adj. (of an en-
vironment) harsh and difficult to live in: the inhos-
pitable landscape. ® (of a person) unfriendly and un-
welcoming toward people. Plate 16th cent.: French,
from in- ‘not’ + hospitable (see HOSPITABLE). —in-hos-
pitable-ness n. —i pita-bly [-ble/ adv. —in-
hos-pitality fin,has inha

in-house »adj. [attrib] done or existing within an or-
ganization: in-house publications.

»adv. without assistance from outside an organiza-
tion; internally: services previously provided in-house are
being contracted out.

in-hu-man [in'(h)ygomen/ »adj. 1 lacking human
qualities of compassion and mercy; cruel and bar-
baric. 2 not human in nature or character: the inhu-
man scale of the dinosaurs. Dlate Middle English (orig-
inally as inhumane): from Latin inhumanus, from in-
‘not’ +h (see HUMAN). —in-h ly adv.
in-hu-man-ity /,in(h)ydo'manité/ »n. (pl. -ties) ex-
tremely cruel and brutal behavior: a justification for
further cruelty and inhumanity. Dlate 15th cent.: from
0Old French inhumanite or Latin inhumanitas, from in-
humanus ‘inhuman.’

in-hume fin'(h)ygom/ »v. [trans.] bury: no hand his bones
shall gather or inhume. Dearly 17th cent.: from Latin
inhumare, from in- ‘into’ + humus ‘ground.” —in-hu-
mation /,in(h)y36'masHan/ n.

inim-iccal [i'nimikal/ »adj. tending to obstruct or
harm: actions inimical to our interests. m unfriendly;
hostile: an inimical alien power. See note at HOSTILE.
bearly 16th cent.: from late Latin inimicalis, from
Latin inimicus (see ENEMY). —in-im-i-cal-ly [-ik(e)lé[ adv.

in-im-i-ta-ble fi'nimitabal/ »adj. so good or unusual as
to be impossible to copy; unique: the inimitable ambi-
ence of Hawaii. Dlate 15th cent.: from French, or from
Latin inimitabilis, from in- ‘not’ + imitabilis (from imi-
tari ‘imitate’). —in-im-i-ta-bil-i-ty [i,nimita'bilité/ n.
—in-im-ita-bly /-bléf adv.

in--on ['inéan/ »n. Anatomy the projecting part of the
occipital bone at the base of the skull. Pearly 19th
cent.: from Greek, literally ‘nape of the neck.’

in-ig-ui-ty fi'nikwité/ »n. (pl. -ties) immoral or grossly
unfair behavior: a den of iniquity | a liberal lawyer
could uncover the iniquities committed on his own doorstep.
bMiddle English: from Old French iniquite, from-
Latin iniquitas, from iniquus, from in- ‘not’ + aequus
‘equal, just’” —in-iq-uitous [-wites/ adj. —in-iq-ui-
tous:ly [-witaslé/ adv. —in-iq-uit [-wites-
nas/ n.

in-ial fi'niswalf »adj. [attrib] existing or occurring at
the beginning: our initial impression was favorable. @ (of
a letter) at the beginning of a word.

»n. (usu. initials) the first letter of a name or word,
typically a person’s name or a word forming part of
a phrase: they carved their initials into the tree trunk.

»v. (-tialed, -tialing; Brit. -tialled, -tialling) [trans.|
‘mark or sign (a document) with one's initials, esp. in
order to authorize or validate jt. ® agree to or ratify
(a treaty or contract) by signing it. Pearly 16th cent.:
from Latin initialis, from initium ‘beginning,’ from
inire ‘go in,’ from in- ‘into’ + ire ‘go.’

in-itial-ese fi,nisHo'léz| »n. informal the use of abbre-
viations formed by using initial letters.

&

in-tlalism fi'niske lizom| »n. an abbreviation con-
sisting of initial letters pronounced separately (c.g.,
CPU). m an acronym.

in-itialize fi'niska,liz] »v. [trans)) Computing 1 (often
be Initlalized to) set to the value or put in the con-
dition appropriate to the start of an operation: the
counter is initialized to one. 2 format (a computer
disk). —in-iial-iza-lon [i,nisHali'zasHen] n.

inddially [i'niskels/ »adv. [usu. sentence adverb] at
first: initially, he thought the new concept was nonsense.

initial pubiic offering »n. a company’s flotation
on the stock exchange. .

in-iti-and [i'nisHé,and] »n. a person about to be initi-
ated. Dearly 20th cent.: from Latin initiandus, from
initiare ‘to initiate.

in-iti-ate bv. [i'nisné,at/ [trans] 1 cause (a process or
action) to begin: he proposes to initiate discussions on
planning procedures. 2 admit (someone) into a secret
or obscure society or group, typically with a ritual:
she had been formally initiated into the sorority. ®[as
plural n (the initiated) figurative a small group of peo-
ple who share obscure knowledge: he flies over an air-
way marker beacon, known as a “fix” to the initiated.
u (initiate someone in/into) introduce someone to a
particular activity or skill, esp. a difficult or obscure
one: they were initiated into the mysteries of trigonometry.

»n. [i'nisHéit/ a person who has been initiated into an
organization or activity, typically recently: initiates of
the Shiva cult | [as adj] the initiate Marines. >mid 16th
cent. (sense 2): from Latin initiat- ‘begun,’ from the
verb initiare, from initium ‘beginning.’” —in-ti-ation
[i,nisH&'asHen/ n. —in-iti-ato-ry |-o,t6ré/ ad).
inditi-ative [i'nisH(é)ativ/ »n. 1 the ability to assess
and initiate things independently: use your initiative,
imagination, and common sense. 2 [in sing.] the power
or opportunity to act or take charge before others
do: we have lost the initiative and allowed our opponents to
dictate the subject. 3 an act or strategy intended to re-
solve a difficulty or improve a situation; a fresh ap-
proach to something: a new initiative against car crime.
® a proposal made by one nation to another in an at-
tempt to improve relations: diplomatic initiatives to
end the war | [with adj] a Middle East peace initiative.
4 (the initiative) (esp. in some U.S. states and Switzer-
land) the right of citizens outside the legislature to
originate legislation. >late 18th cent.: from French,
from Latin initiare, from initium ‘beginning.’
»PHRASES Don one's own initiative without being
prompted by others. Otake (or seize) the initiative
be the first to take action in a particular situation:
antihunting groups have seized the initiative in the dispute.
in-i-ti-a-tor [i'nisHé,ater/ »n. a person or thing that ini-
tiates someone or something. ® Chemistry a sub-
stance that starts a chain reaction. ® an explosive or
device used to detonate a larger one.

j. »abbr. injection.

in;ject fin'jekt/ Pv. [trans.] 1 drive or force (a liquid,
esp. a drug or vaccine) into a person or animal's
body with a syringe or similar device: the doctor in-
jected a painkilling drug. @ administer a drug or medi-
cine to (a person or animal) in this way: he injected
himself with a drug overdose.  [intrans.] inject oneself
with a narcotic drug, esp. habitually: people who want
to stop injecting. ® introduce (something) into a pas-
sage, cavity, or solid material under pressure: inject
the foam and allow it to expand. See note at INSERT.
m Physics introduce or feed (a current, beam of par-
ticles, etc.) into a substance or device. ® place (a
spacecraft or other object) into an orbit or trajecto-
ry: many meteoroids are injected into hyperbolic orbits.
2 introduce (a new or different element) into some-
thing, esp. as a boost or interruption: she tried to in-
Jject scorn into her tone. W (Inject something with)
imbue something with (a new element): he injected
his voice with a confidence he didn’t feel. Plate 16th cent.
(in the sense ‘throw or cast on something’): from
Latin inject- ‘thrown in,’ from the verb inicere, from
in- ‘into’ + jacere ‘throw.’ —In-jecta-ble adj. & n.

Injection fin'jeksHan/ »n. 1 an instance of injecting
or being injected: painkilling injections | an injection of
capital was needed. ma thing that is injected: a mor-
phine injection. m the action of injecting: sometimes a
polio vaccine is given by injection. ® short for FUEL INJEC-
TION. 2 the entry or placing of a spacecraft or other
object into an orbit or trajectory. Plate Middle Eng-
lish: from Latin injectio(n-), from the verb inicere (see
INJECT).

injection mold-ing »n. the shaping of rubber or
plastic articles by injecting heated material into a
mold. —in-jec-tion-mold-ed adj.

injec-tor fin‘jekter/ »n. a person or thing that injects
something. ® (also fuel injector) (in an internal
combustion engine) the nozzle and valve through

inkbe"y

which fuel is sprayed into a combustion chamber,
u (in a steam engine) a system of nozzles that ygeq
steam to inject water into a pressurized boiler,
inje-ra in' jie)ra/ P n.a wh_i(g leavened Ethiopian bread
made from teff flour, similar to a crepe. bAmharic,

in-joke »n. a joke that is shared exclusively by ,
small group of people.

Injun ['injen/ »n. informal, aﬂgnsiva an American Indj.
an. Dlate 17th cent.: alteration of INDIAN.

» PHRASE O honest Injun dated honestly; really: [ won';
run away, honest Injun.

injunc-tion [in'jaNG(k)SHaﬂ/' »n. an authoritative
warning or order. B Law a judicial order that re-
strains a person from beginning or continuing an
action threatening or invading the legal right of an.
other, or that compels a person to carry out a cer-
tain act, e.g., to make restitution to an injured party.
plate Middle English: from late Latin injunm‘u{n.;,
from Latin injungere ‘enjoin, impose.” —in-junc-tive
J-'jenG(K)tiv] adj.

inqjure ['injer/ »v. trans.] do physical harm or damage
to (someone): the explosion injured several people. m suf.
fer physical harm or damage to (a part of one’s
body): he injured his back. @ harm or impair (some-
thing): a libel calculated to injure the company’s reputa-
tion. ® archaic do injustice or wrong to (someone).
plate Middle English: back-formation from nyury.
—in-jur-er n.

injured ['injard/ »adj. 1 harmed, damaged, or im-
paired: a road accident left him severely injured. 2 of-
fended: his injured pride.

inju-ri-ous [in'jdoréas| »adj. causing or likely to cause
damage or harm: high temperature is injurious to man-
goes. ® (of language) maliciously insulting; libelous.
Plate Middle English: from French injurieux or Latin
injuriosus, from injuria ‘a wrong’ (see INJURY). —inju.
ri-ously adv. —in-ju-ri-ous-ness n.

inju-ry ['injaré/ »n. (pl. -ries) an instance of being in-
jured: she suffered an injury to her back | an ankle injury.
u the fact of being injured; harm or damage: all es-
caped without serious injury. ® (injury to) offense to: the
possible injury to the feelings of others. >late Middle Eng-
lish: from Anglo-Norman French injurie, from Latin
injuria ‘a wrong,’ from in- (expressing negation) + jus,
Jjur-‘right.”

»PHRASE O do oneself an injury informal suffer physi-
cal harm or damage.

inju-ry time »n. (in soccer and other sports) extra
playing time allowed by a referee to compensate for
time lost in dealing with injuries.

in;jus-tice fin‘jastis| » n. lack of fairness or justice: the
injustice of the death penalty. ® an unjust act or occur-
rence: brooding over life’s injustices. >late Middle Eng-
lish: from Old French, from Latin injustitia, from in-
‘not’ + justus ‘just, right.”

PPHRASE 0 do someone an injustice judge a person
unfairly.

ink fingk/ »n. a colored fluid used for writing, draw-
ing, printing, or duplicating: the names are written in
ink | a picture executed in colored inks. ® informal public-
ity: cases in which prosecutors seek the death penalty are
likely to be those that get lots of ink and air time. m Zoolo-
gy a black liquid ejected by a cuttlefish, octopus. OF
squid to confuse a predator.

»v. 1 [trans) mark (words or a design) with ink: the
cork has the name of the chateau inked onto the side.
u cover (type or a stamp) with ink before printing: 8
raised image is inked to produce an impression. u (ink
something in) fill in writing or a design with ink: she
inked in a cloud of dust.  (ink something out) obliter"
ate something, esp. writing, with ink: he mfff“ﬂ;"
inked out each word. 2 informal sign (a contract): she’s
just inked a deal to host her own talk show. W secure the
services of (someone) with a contract: he has been
inked as host for next year’s ceremony. PMiddle anUSh
enke, inke, from Old French enque, via late Latin from
Greek enkauston, denoting the purple ink used by
Roman emperors for signatures, from enkaiein ‘burn
in." —ink-er n.

Inkaitha fin'két] (in full Inkatha Freedom Party)
(abbr.: IFP) a mainly Zulu political party and °'g.anil
zation in South Africa, founded in 1928 and revive
in 1975 by Chief Buthelezi. It has a prcfessgd :nmoh
racial equality and universal franchise in Sout
Africa, but progress toward political reform was foc'
structed by violent clashes between Inkatha alu
tions and members of the rival ANC. bfrom Zult
inkhata ‘crown of woven grass," a tribal emblem sy
bolizing the force unifying the Zulu nation- -

ink-ber-ry ['iNck beré/ »n. (pl. -ries) 1 another :grm
for LOW GALLBERRY (see GALLBERRY). 2 another
for POKEWEED.
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without charge, esp. legal work for a client with a
Jow income: [as adv| the attorneys are representing him
pro bono | [as adj| pro bono legal services. PLatin.

pro-bos-cid-e-a [,proba'sidée; pre,bas'idés] Zoology
an order of large mammals that comprises the ele-
hants and their extinct relatives. They are distin-
guishcd by the possession of a trunk and tusks.
pmodern Latin (plural), from ProBoscis. —pro-bos.
cid-e-an /,proba'sidéan; pre,basa'déen/ (also pro-bos.
cid-an) n. & adj.

pro-bos-cls [pre'bases; -'baskas| b n. (pl. -bos-cis-es,
-pos<i-des [-'base,déz/, or -bos-ces [-'baséz|) the
nose of a mammal, esp. when it is long and mobile,
such as the trunk of_ an elephant or the snout of a
tapir. ® Entomology (in many insects) an elongated
sucking mouthpart that is typically tubular and
flexible. ® Zoology (in some worms) an extensible
tubular sucking organ. Pearly 17th cent.: via Latin
from Greek proboskis ‘means of obtaining food,’
from pro ‘before’ + boskein ‘(cause to) feed.’
probos-cis mon-key »n. a leaf-eating monkey na-
tive to the forests of Borneo, the male of which is
twice the weight of the female and has a large pen-
dulous nose. ® Nasalis larvatus, family Cercopitheci-
dae.

proc. »abbr. B procedure. ® proceedings. ® process.
u proclamation. ® proctor.

procaine ['prd kan/ »n. a synthetic compound de-
rived from benzoic acid, used as a local anesthetic,
esp. in dentistry. >early 20th cent.: from PRO-1 (de-
noting substitution) + -caine (from COCAINE).
pro-caine peni-cillin »n. Medicine a slow-acting an-
tibiotic made from a salt of procaine and a form of
penicillin.

pro-car-y-ote »n. variant spelling of PROKARYOTE.
proce-dure [pra'séjor/ »n. an established or official
way of doing something: the police are now reviewing
procedures | rules of procedure. m a series of actions con-
ducted in a certain order or manner: the standard pro-
cedure for informing new empl about conditions of

m deal with (someone) using an official and estab-
lished procedure: the immigration authorities. who
processed him. ®another term for CONK3. >Middle
English: from Old French proces, from Latin processus
‘progression, course,’ from the verb procedere (see
PROCEED). Current senses of the verb date from the
late 19th cent. —proc-ess-a-ble adj.

»PHRASES Tbe in the process of doing something
be continuing with an action already started: a hur-
ricane that was in the process of devastating South Caroli-
na. Oin the process as an unintended part of a
course of action: she would make him pay for this, even if
she killed herself in the process. O process of time as
time goes on. .

pro.cess? pra'ses| bv. [intrans.] walk or march in
procession: they processed down the aisle. bearly 19th
cent.: back-formation from PROCESSION.

proc-ess en.gi-neer-ing >n. the branch of engineer-
ing that is concerned with industrial processes, esp.
continuous ones such as the production of petro-
chemicals. —proc-ess en-gi-neer n.

pro-ces-sion [pre'sestan/ »n. 1a number of people
or vehicles moving forward in an orderly fashion,
esp. as part of a ceremony or festival: a funeral pro-
cession. m the action of moving forward in such a
way: the fully robed civic dignitaries walk in procession.
 figurative a relentless succession of people or
things: his path was paved by @ procession of industry ex-
ecutives. 2 Theology the emanation of the Holy Spir-
it. blate Old English, via Old French from Latin pro-
cessio(n-), from procedere ‘move forward’ (see
PROCEED).

pro-ces-sion-al |pra'sesHanl| »adj. of, for, or used in
a religious or ceremonial procession: a processional
Cross.

»n. a book containing litanies and hymns for use in
religious processions, esp. at the beginning of a re-
ligious service. ma hymn or other musical composi-
tion sung or played during a procession.
re sor ['pras,eser; 'prasasar; 'pro-/ Pn. a ma-

work. ma surgical operation: the procedure is carried
outunder general anesthesia. m Computing another term
for SUBROUTINE. Plate 16th cent.: from French procé-
dure, from procéder (see PROCEED). —pro-ce-dur-al
adj. —pro-ce-dur-al-ly adv.
pro-ceed [pra‘séd; pro-| Pv. [intrans.] begin or contin-
ue a course of action: we can proceed with our investi-
gation. w [intrans.] move forward, esp. after reaching

chine that processes something: the processor overex-
poscd the film. ® Computing another term for CENTRAL
PROCESSING UNIT. ® short for FOOD PROCESSOR.

proc-ess printing ['pra,ses; 'présas; 'pro-/ »n. a full-
color printing method using four templates, for ma-
genta, cyan, yellow, and black.

proc-ess serv-er »n. a person, esp. a sheriff or
deputy, who serves writs, warrants, subpoenas, etc.

a certain point: the ship could proceed to
u [with infinitive] do something as a natural or seem-
ingly inevitable next step: opposite the front door was a
staircase, which I proceeded to climb. m Law start a law-
suit against someone: he may still be able to proceed
against the contractor under the common law negligence
rules. m (of an action) be started: negotiations must pro-
ceed without delay. ® (of an action) be carried on or
continued: as the excavation proceeds, the visible layers
can be recorded and studied. ® originate from: his claim
that all power proceeded from God. Plate Middle Eng-
lish: from Old French proceder, from Latin procedere,
from pro- ‘forward’ + cedere ‘go.’

proceed-ings [pra'sédiNGz; pro-[ plural n. an event
ora series of activities involving a formal or set pro-
cedure: you complete a form to start proceedings. ™ Law
action taken in a court to settle a dispute: criminal
proceedings were brought against him. ® a published re-
port of a set of meetings or a conference.

proceeds ['prd,sédz/ » plural n. money obtained from
an event or activity: proceeds will help purchase new
equipment. Dearly 17th cent.: plural of the obsolete
noun proceed, in the same sense, earlier meaning
‘procedure.’

process! ['pré,ses; 'prases; 'pro-/ Pn. 1 a series of
actions or steps taken in order to achieve a particu-
lar end: military operations could jeopardize the peace
process. ® a natural or involuntary series of changes:
the aging process. m a systematic series of mechanized
or chemical operations that are performed in order
to produce or manufacture something: the modern
block printer needs to accommodate all the traditional fac-
tory processes in one shop. ™ [as adj] Printing relating to
or denoting printing using ink in three colors (cyan,
magenta, and yellow) and black to produce a com-
Plete range of color: process inks. 2 Law a summons
Or writ requiring a person to appear in court. 3 Bi-
ology & Anatomy a natural appendage or outgrowth
on or in an organism, such as a protuberance on a
bone.

*v. perform a series of mechanical or chemical oper-
ations on (something) in order to change or pre-
serve it: the various stages in processing the wool. @ Com-
Puting operate on (data) by means of a program.

p | [pre' o0al| Padj. relating to or in-
volving the study of processes rather than discrete
events.

pro-cés-ver-bal [pro,sa ver'bél| »n. (pl. pro-cés-ver-
baux [var'bd]) a written report of proceedings. ®a
written statement of facts in support of a charge.
>mid 17th cent.: French.

pro-chlor-per-a:zine |,proklor'pera,zén/ » n. Medicine a
synthetic compound derived from phenothiazine,
used as a tranquilizer. D1950s: from pro(pyl) +
chlor(ine) + (pi)perazine.

pro-choice [pro'cHois/ (also pro-choice) »adj. advo-
cating legalized abortion: a pro-choice demonstration.
Compare with PRO-LIFE. —pro-cholc-er n.

pro-claim [pra'klam; pro-| »v. [with clause] announce
officially or publicly: the joint manifesto proclaimed that
imperialism would be the coalition’s chief objective [trans.]
army commanders proclaimed a state of emergency. See
note at ANNOUNCE. ® declare something one consid-
ers important with due emphasis: she proclaimed that
what I had said was untrue | [trans.) he proclaimed the car
to be in sound condition. ™ [trans.] declare officially or
publicly to be: he proclaimed James Il as King of Eng-
land. m|trans.] demonstrate or indicate clearly: the
decor proclaimed a family history of taste and tradition |
|trans.) he had a rolling gait that proclaimed him a man of
the sea. Dlate Middle English proclame, from Latin
proclamare ‘cry out,’ from pro- ‘forth’ + clamare ‘to
shout.’ The change in the second syllable was due to
association with the verb CLAIM. —pro-claim-er n.
—pro-clam-ato-ry [-'klama,toré/ adj.

proc-lamattion /,prakla'masHan/ »n. a public or offi-
cial announcement, esp. one dealing with a matter
of great importance: Eisenhower signed a proclamation
admitting Alaska to the Union. @ the public or official
announcement of such a matter: the government re-
stricted the use of water by proclamation. m a clear decla-
ration of something: the proclamation of his passion.
blate Middle English: via Old French from Latin
proclamatio(n-), from proclamare ‘shout out’ (see PRo-
CLAIM).

pro-clitic [pro'Klitik/ Linguistics »n. a word pro-
nounced with so little emphasis that it is shortened

procumbent

and forms part of the following word, for example,
you in y'all. Compare with encLmic. '

»adj. being or relating to such a word. “mid 19th
cent.: from modern Latin procliticus (from Greek
proklinein ‘lean forward’), on the pattern of late Latin
encliticus (see ENCLITIC). —pro-clit-i-cal-ly [-ik(a)lé] adv.

pro-cliv-ity [pro'klivaté; pra-| »n. (pl. -ties) a tendency
to choose or do something regularly; an inclination
or predisposition toward a particular thing: a pro-
clivity for hard work. Dlate 16th cent.: from Latin pro-
clivitas, from proclivis ‘inclined,’ from pro- ‘forward,
down’ + dlivus ‘slope.”

Proc.ne ['prakné/ Greek Mythology the sister of
PHILOMELA.

pro-co-ag-u-lant /,prokd‘agy / y »adj.
relating to or denoting substances that promote the 4
conversion in the blood of the inactive protein pro- £f°
thrombin to the clotting enzyme thrombin. 4

»n. a substance of this kind.

Pro-con-sul [pro'kansal/ »n. a fossil hominoid pri-
mate found in Lower Miocene deposits in East
Africa, one of the last common ancestors of both hu-
mans and the great apes. ® Genus Proconsul, family
Pongidae.

pro-con-sul [pro'kansal/ »n. 1 a governor of a
province in ancient Rome, having much of the au-
thority of a consul. 2a governor or deputy consul of
a modern colony. >from Latin pro consule ‘(one act-
ing) for the consul.” —pro-con-su-lar [-'kéns(y)sler/

' fate [-kans(y)alat/ n. —p

adj. —pl I

sul-ship [-sHip/ n.

pro-cras-ti-nate [pra'krasta,nat; pro-/ Mv. [intrans]
delay or postpone action; put off doing something:
it won’t be this price for long, so don’t procrastinate.
blate 16th cent.: from Latin procrastinat- ‘deferred
until tomorrow,’ from the verb procrastinare, from
pro- ‘forward’ + crastinus ‘belonging to tomorrow’
(from cras ‘tomorrow’). —pro-cras-ti-na-tion [pre-
|krasta'naswen; pro-| n. —pro-crasdi-na-tor |-.natar/
n. —pro-cras-i-nato-ry [-na,toré/ adj.

pro-cre-ate ['prokré,at/ »v. [intrans] (of people or ani-
mals) produce young: reproduce: species that procre-
ate by copulation. “late Middle English: from Latin
procreat- ‘generated, brought forth,’ from the verb
procreare, from pro- ‘forth’ + creare ‘create.” —pro-
cre-ant [-kréant/ adj. (archaic). —pro-cre-ation |,pro-
kré'asHan| n. —pro-cre-a-tive [-kré,ativ/ adj. —pro-
cre-ator [-,atar/ n.

Pro-crus-te-an [pra‘krastéan; pro-/ *adj. (esp. of a
framework or system) enforcing uniformity or con-
formity without regard to natural variation or indi-
viduality: a fixed Procrustean rule. >mid 19th cent.:
from the name PROCRUSTES + -AN.

Pro-crus-tes [pro'krastéz; pro-| Greek Mythology a rob-
ber who forced travelers to lie on a bed and made
them fit it by stretching their limbs or cutting off
the appropriate length of leg. Theseus killed him in
like manner. Dfrom Greek prokroustés, literally
‘stretcher,” from prokrouein ‘beat out.”

proc-tidis Jprak titis| »n. Medicine inflammation of the
rectum and anus. Dearly 19th cent.: from Greek
proktos ‘anus’ + -ms.

proc-tol-o-gy [prak'talajé] »n. the branch of medicine
concerned with the anus and rectum. Plate 19th
cent.: from Greek proktos ‘anus’ + -LOGY. —proc-to-
log-i-cal /,prakta'l3jikel/ adj. —proc-tol-o-gist Jist] n.

Proc-tor ['praktar], William C(ooper) (1862-1934) U.S.
businessman. By 1890, he was the general manager
of Proctor & Gamble, the company that made and
marketed Ivory soap. In 1907, when he became pres-
ident of the company, he began to institute labor re-
forms such as profit sharing and pensions.

proc.tor ['praktar/ n. 1 a person who monitors stu-
dents during an examination. 2 Brit. an officer (usu-
ally one of two) at certain universities, appointed
annually and having mainly disciplinary functions.

»v. serve as a proctor. Plate Middle English: contrac-
tion of PROCURATOR. —proc-to-ri-al [prak'toréal] adj.
—proc-tor-ship |- sHip/ n.

proc-to-scope |'prakta,skop/ »n. a medical instru-
ment with an integral lamp for examining the anus
and lower part of the rectum or carrying out minor
medical procedures. Plate 19th cent.: from Greek
proktos ‘anus’ + -sCOPE. —proc-to-scop-ic /,prakte-
'skapik/ adj. —proc-tos-co-py [prak'taskopé/ n.

pro-cum-bent /pro‘kambant/ »adj. Botany (of a plant
or stem) growing along the ground without setting

Pronunciation Key e ago; er over; ' or ,@ up; 'ar or ,ar
fur; a hat; a rate; & car; CH chew; e let; & see; e(e)r air;
i fit; 1by; i(a)r ear; NG sing:  go; 6 for; oi boy; 60 good; 60
£00; OU out; SH she; TH thin; TH then; (h)w why; zH vision
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league: they were promoted from the Third Division last

season. W Chess exchange (a pawn) for a more pow-

erful piece of the same color, typically a queen, as

art of the move in which it reaches the opponent’s
end of the board. ® Bridge enable (a relatively low
crd) to win a trick by playing off the higher ones
first. “late Middle English: from Latin promot-

‘moved forward.” from the verb promovere, from pro-

“forward, on\_nmrdf + movere ‘to move.” —pro-mot-a-

bil-ity [pre,mdta'bilaté/ n. —pro-mot-able adj. —pro-

motive [-tiv/ adj.

pro-mot-er jpra'mdtar/ »n. a person or thing that pro-

motes something, in particular: ma person or com-

pany that finances or organizes a sporting event or

(heamca! pmdl_xr:tlon: a boxing promoter. ma person

involved in setting up and funding a new company.

wasupporter of a cause or aim: Mitterrand was a fierce
oter of European integration. w (also pro-mo-tor)

Chemistry an additive that increases the activity of a
catalyst. W Biology a region of a DNA molecule that
forms the site at which transcription of a gene
starts. >late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman
French promotour, from medieval Latin promotor (see
PROMOTE).

promo-ion [pra'mdsHen/ »n. 1 activity that sup-
ports or provides active encouragement for the fur-
therance of a cause, venture, or aim: disease preven-
tion and health promotion. ® the publicization of a
product, organization, or venture so as to increase
sales or public awareness. ®a publicity campaign
for a particular product, organization, or venture:
the paper is reaping the rewards of a series of promotions.
u [often as adj]| (promotions) the activity or business
of organizing such publicity or campaigns: she's the
promotions manager for the museum. ma sporting event,
esp. a series of boxing matches, staged for profit.
u Chemistry the action of promoting a catalyst. 2 the
action of raising someone to a higher position or
rank or the fact of being so raised: majors designated
for promotion to lieutenant colonel | a promotion to divi-
‘sional sales director. ® the transfer of a sports team to
a higher division of a league: they won promotion last
season. Dlate Middle English (sense 2): via Old
French from Latin promotio(n-), from promovere
‘move forward’ (see PROMOTE).

pro-mo-tion-al Jpra'mosHanl/ »adj. of or relating to
the publicizing of a product, organization, or ven-
ture so as to increase sales or public awareness: she
was on a promotional tour for her books.

prompt [prampt/ »v. [trans] 1 (of an event or fact)
cause or bring about (an action or feeling): his death
has prompted an industry-wide investigation of safety vio-
lations, m cause (someone) to take a course of action:
a demonstration by 20,000 people prompted the govern-
‘ment to step up security. 2 assist or encourage (a hesi-
tating speaker) to say something: [with direct
speech) “And the picture?” he prompted. & supply a for-
gotten word or line to (an actor) during the perfor-
mance of a play. @ Computing (of a computer) request
input from (a user).

»n. 1 an act of assisting or encouraging a hesitating
speaker: with barely a prompt, Barbara talked on. ® the
word or phrase spoken as a reminder to an actor of
a forgotten word or line. ® Computing a message or
symbol on a monitor to show that the system is
waiting for input. ® another term for PROMPTER.
2 the time limit for the payment of an account, as
stated on a prompt note.

badj. done without delay; immediate: the owner would
have died but for the prompt action of two paramedics.
8(of a person) acting without delay: the fans were
prompt and courteous in complying with police requests.

1357

proofread

prom-ul-gate ['pramal,gat; prd'mal-/ »v. [trans.] pro-
mote or make widely known (an idea or cause): these
objectives have to be pr d within the organizati
See note at ANNOUNCE. ® put (a law or decree) into ef-
fect by official proclamation: in January 1852, the new
constitution was promulgated. Pmid 16th cent.: from
Latin promulgat- ‘exposed to public view,” from the
verb promulgare, from pro- ‘out, publicly’ + mulgere
‘cause to come forth’ (literally ‘to milk’). —prom-ul-
ga-tion /,pramal'gasHan; ,promal-/ n. —prom-ul-ga-
tor |-,gatar/ n.

pro-mulge Jpro'malj/ »v. archaic variant of PROMUL-
GATE. Plate 15th cent.: from Latin promulgare.

pron. »abbr. mpronominal. ®pronoun. W pro-
nounced. ® pronunciation.

prona-os [pro'na,as/ »n. (pl. -na-oi [-'na,oif) a
vestibule at the front of a classical temple, enclosed
by a portico and projecting sidewalls. Pvia Latin
from Greek pronaos ‘hall of a temple,’ from pro ‘be-
fore’ + naos ‘temple.’

pro-nate ['prd,nat/ Pv. [trans.] technical 1 put or hold
(a hand, foot, or limb) with the palm or sole turned
downward: [as adj] (pronated) a pronated foot. Com-
pare with SUPINATE. 2 walk or run with most of
the weight on the outside of the feet. >mid 19th
cent.: back-formation from pronation, based on
Latin pronus ‘leaning forward." —pro-nation [pr-
'nasHanj n.

pro-na-tor ['pro,nater/ »n. Anatomy 1 a muscle whose
contraction produces or assists in the pronation of a
limb or part of a limb. ® any of several specific mus-
cles in the forearm. 2 one who pronates when
walking or running.

prone pron/ »adj. 1 |predic] (prone to/prone to do
something) likely to or liable to suffer from, do, or
experience something, typically something regret-
table or unwelcome: years of logging had left the moun-
tains prone to mudslides | he is prone to jump to conclu-
sions. 2 lying flat, esp. face downward: I was lying
prone on a foam mattress | a prone position. ® technical
denoting the position of the forearm with the palm
of the hand facing downward. 3 archaic with a
downward slope or direction. >late Middle English:
from Latin pronus ‘leaning forward,’ from pro ‘for-
ward." —prone-ness n.

prong [pronG/ »n. each of two or more projecting
pointed parts at the end of a fork. ® a projecting part
on various other devices: a small rubber brush with
large prongs. ® figurative each of the separate parts of
an attack or operation: the three main prongs of the new
government's program.

»v. [trans.] pierce or stab with a fork: pronging the bread
with a fondue fork. Plate 15th cent. (denoting a forked
implement): perhaps related to Middle Low German
prange ‘pinching instrument.” The verb dates from
the mid 19th cent. —pronged [pronGd/ adj. [in com-
bination) a three-pronged attack.

prong-horn ['prénG,hom/ (also pronghorn antelope)
»n. a deerlike North American mammal with a
stocky body, long slim legs, and black horns that are
shed and regrown annually. ® Antilocapra americana,
the only member of the family Antilocapridae.

pronk [pronGk; pranck/ »v. [intrans.] (of a springbok or
other antelope) leap in the air with an arched back
and stiff legs, typically as a form of display or when
threatened. Plate 19th cent.: from Afrikaans, liter-
ally ‘show off,’ from Dutch pronken ‘to strut.’

pro.nom-i-nal Jprd'ndmanl/ »adj. of, relating to, or
serving as a pronoun: a pronominal form. >mid 17th
cent.: from late Latin pronominalis ‘belonging to a
pronoun,’ from Latin pronomen (see PRONOUN).
I-nal-l-za-tion [,prd,nd |-a'zasHan/ n.

¥ (of goods) for immediate delivery and p
“Middle English (as a verb): based on Old French
prompt or Latin promptus ‘brought to light,” also ‘pre-
pared, ready,’ past participle of promere ‘to produce,’
from pro- ‘out, forth’ + emere ‘take.” —promp-titude
['prampta,i(y)50d] n. —promptly adv. —prompt:
ness n,

prompt-book ['prampt ,bdok/ »n. an annotated copy
of a play for the use of a prompter during a perfor-
mance.

Prompt.er [‘pramptar/ »n. a person seated out of sight
of the audience who supplies a forgotten word or
line to an actor during the performance of a play.
Prompting ['pramptinG/ »n. the action of saying
something to persuade, encourage, or remind some-
one to do or say something: after some prompting, the
defendant gave the police his name.

Prompt side »n. the side of the stage where the
Prompter sits, usually to the actor’s right in the U.S.
and to the the actor’s left in the UK.

p Jiz| v. —p I-nally adv.
pro-noun ['prd,noun/ »n. a word that can function by
itself as a noun phrase and that refers either to the
participants in the discourse (e.g., I, you) or to some-
one or something mentioned elsewhere in the dis-
course (e.g., she, it, this). Plate Middle English: from
PRO-1 ‘on behalf of + NOUN, suggested by French
pronom, Latin pronomen (from pro- ‘for, in place of +
nomen ‘name’).
pro-nounce [pra‘nouns/ > v. [trans.] 1 make the sound
of (a word or part of a word), typically in the correct
or a particular way: Gerry pronounced the hero's name
“Cahoolin” | a refugee whose name no one could pronounce.
2 declare or announce, typically formally or
solemnly: allow history to pronounce the verdict | [with
] she was pr d dead at the scene |
[with clause] the doctors pronounced that he would never
improve. ® |intrans.) (pronounce on) pass judgment or
make a decision on: the secretary of state will shortly
pronounce on alternative measures. Plate Middle

English: from Old French pronuncier, from Latin pro-
nuntiare, from pro- ‘out, forth’ + nuntiare ‘announce’
(from nuntius ") —pl bil-lty

[pra,nounsa'bilaté/ n. —pro-nounce-a-ble adj. —pro-
nounce-ment n. —pro-nounc-er n.

pro-nounced [pre'nounst/ »adj. very noticeable or
marked; conspicuous: he had a pronounced squint.
—pro-nounc-ed-ly /-‘nounsadIé; -'nounstig] adv.

pron-to ['prantd] »adv. informal promptly: quickly: put
it in the refrigerator, pronto. Pearly 20th cent.: from

Spanish, from Latin promptus (see PROMPT).

pro-nu-cle-us Jpro'n(y)ookléas/ »n. (pl. -cle-i [-kI&,]) Bi-
ology either of a pair of gametic nuclei, in the stage
following meiosis but before their fusion leads to
the formation of the nucleus of the zygote. —pro-
nu-cle-ar [-KIgar| adj.

pro-nun-ci-a-men-to [pro,nanséa'mentd/ »n. (pl. -tos)
(esp. in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries) a po-
litical manifesto or proclamation. >Spanish pronun-
ciamiento, from pronunciar ‘pronounce.’

pro-nun-ci-ation [pra,nansé'asten/ »n. the way in
which a word is pronounced: spelling does not deter-
mine pronunciation | similar pronunciations are heard in
Brooklyn. Dlate Middle English: from Latin pronuntia-
tio(n-), from the verb pronuntiare (see PRONOUNCE).
pro-nun-<i-o Jpro'nansé,d] »n. (pl. -os) a papal am-
bassador to a country that does not accord the
pope’s ambassador automatic precedence over
other ambassadors. >1960s: from Italian pro-nunzio,
from pro- ‘before’ + nunzio ‘nuncio.’

proof [proof/ »n. 1 evidence or argument establish-
ing or helping to establish a fact or the truth of a
statement: you will be asked to give proof of your identity
| this is not a proof for the existence of God. ® Law the spo-
ken or written evidence in a trial. ®the action or
process of establishing the truth of a statement: it

shifts the onus of proof in convictions from the police to the
public. ® archaic a test oT trial. m a series of stages in
the resolution of a mathematical or philosophical
problem. 2 a trial print of something, in particular:
 Printing a trial impression of a page, taken from
type or film and used for making corrections before
final printing. ® a trial photographic print made for
initial selection. ® each of a number of impressions
from an engraved plate, esp. (in commercial print-
ing) of a limited number before the ordinary issue is
printed and before an inscription or signature is
added. many of various preliminary impressions of
coins struck as specimens. 3 the strength of dis-
tilled alcoholic liquor, relative to proof spirit taken
asa dard of 100: [in ination] powerful 132-
proof rum. -

»adj. 1 able to withstand something damaging; re-
sistant: the marine battle armor was proof against most
weapons | [in combination] the system comes with idiot-
proof instructions. 2 [attrib] denoting a trial impres-
sion of a page or printed work: a proof copy is sent up
for checking. =

»v. [trans) 1 make (fabric) waterproof: [as adj]
(proofed) the tent is made from proofed nylon. 2 makea
proof of (a printed work, engraving, etc.): [as n]
(proofing) proofing could be done on a low-cost printer.
 proofread (a text): a book about dinosaurs was being
proofed by the publisher. 3 activate (yeast) by the addi-
tion of liquid. wknead (dough) until ‘light and
smooth. m [intrans.] (of dough) prove: shape into a
baguette and let proof for a few minutes. >Middle Eng-
lish preve, from Old French proeve. from late Latin
proba, from Latin probare ‘to test, prove.’ The change
of vowel in late Middle English was due to the in-
fluence of PROVE. Current senses of the verb date
from the late 19th cent.

»PHRASE Othe proof of the pudding is in the eating
proverb the real value of something can be judged
only from practical experience or results and not
from appearance or theory.

proof-of-pur-chase »adj. designating a feature or
symbol on a product that can be removed by d}e
buyer to prove that the product was purchased, in
order to claim a rebate or refund.

proof pos-itive »n. evidence taken to be final or ab-
solute proof of the existence of something: he still
needs proof positive of her love.

proof-read ['proof,réd/ (also proof-read) »v. (past and
past part. -read [-,red)) [trans, read (printer’s proofs
or other written or printed material) and mark any
errors. —proof-read-er n.

Pronunciation Key e ago; er over; '@ or , up; ‘ar or 8¢
fur, a hat; & rate; & car; CH chew: e let; é see; e(a)r air;
i fit: i by; i(e)r ear; NG sing; G go; 6 for; oi boy: 606 good;

£00; OU out; SH she; TH thin; TH then; (h)w why; zH vision
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