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APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
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WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commlssmner for Patents
P.O.Box 1
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
ppropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
1cated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

malntenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
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601 SW S dA I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
ccon venue States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
Suite 1600 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

PORTLAND, OR 97204-3157
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(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
13/032,149 02/22/2011 Joseph M. Johnson 8394.0015 6334
TITLE OF INVENTION: EQUIPMENT SUPPORT
| APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional YES 3385 $300 $0 $1185 03/13/2013
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
RAMIREZ, RAMON O 3632 248-163200
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . ! . 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividuat Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
(] Advance Order - # of Copies (1 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. . Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v. epending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent toalt'f}lle Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgrla Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

| appcaTonno. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | artorvEY DOCKETNO. | conFrRMATIONNO. |
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DATE MAILED: 12/13/2012

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 85 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 85 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5§ U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . 13/032,149 JOHNSON ET AL.
Notice of Allowablllty Examiner Art Unit
RAMON RAMIREZ 3632

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X This communication is responsive to amendment filed Nov 9 2012.

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 6-33. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp/www.uspto gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieedback@®@uspio.goy .

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[d Al b)[Some* c)[INone ofthe:
1. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ___
3. [0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: ___

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
[0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [ Examiner's Amendment’Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/RAMON O. RAMIREZ/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3632

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 09-12) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20121119

Leofoto 1003
IPR of US Pat. No. 8,398,037
Page 5 of 25




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Appl. No. : 13/032,149 Confirmation No.: 6334
Applicant : Johnson

Filed : 02/22/2011

Customer No. : 00152

TC/A.U. : 3632

Examiner : Ramirez, Ramon O.

Docket No.  : 8394.0015

Title : EQUIPMENT SUPPORT

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450
AMENDMENT

Sir:
In response to the Office action of August 9, 2012, please amend the above-identified
application as follows:
Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper.
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 of this
paper.
Amendments to the Drawings are not included in this paper.
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
An Appendix including amended drawing figures is not attached to this paper.
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

Amendments to the Specification:

Please replace paragraphs [0002] — [0004] with the following amended paragraph:

[0002] The present invention relates to a portable support apparatus for equipment,

such as a tripod or monopod. Fer-eenvenienece;the-term—tripod™is-used-as-a-genericidentifier

- A N AR AV THT Vo a Ve o

[0003] Fripeds-have Equipment support apparatus has been used for many years.

Typically,tripedsinclude_equipment support apparatus includes an elevated mounting surface,

upon which equipment may be secured, such as a camera, telescope, musical equipment,
surveying equipment, antenna, etc. The elevated mounting surface is supported by a plurality of
legs, which in the case of a tripod is typically three. Other numbers of legs may likewise be used,

such as a single leg monopod, two legs or four or more legs.

[0004] TFripeds-Equipment support apparatus, such as tripods, are designed to provide

some optimal balance between a set of features. For example, one feature of a tripod is stability,
as it is often desirable to insure that shaking or other movement of equipment supported by the
tripod is minimized so that, for example, blur does not occur in an image taken by a camera
supported on the tripod. Tripods are often used portably, hence, it is often desired to minimize
the weight and/or dimensions of the tripod so that it may be carried over great distances.
Unfortunately, these stability and weight considerations are often in conflict, i.e. a heavier tripod

will provide a high degree of stability but will be more burdensome to carry.

Please replace paragraph [0007] with the following amended paragraph:
[0007] In view of the foregoing discussion, what is desired is an improved triped portable

support apparatus for equipment.

Page 2 of 9
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

Claims 1 — 5 (canceled):

Claim 6 (amended): Fhe-suppert-ofclaim-5-wheresaid-pivet-axisis A support having a

plurality of elongate hollow leg members, each at least partially supporting an apex selectively,

detachably mountable to equipment and defining a supporting surface for said equipment, at

least one leg member selectively pivoting about a pivot axis parallel to said supporting surface

and at an off-center position in relation to a circumference of said at least one leg member.

Claim 7 (original): The support of claim 6 where said at least one leg member is operativeiy
engaged with a selectively releasable angle stop that, together with said apex, defines a plurality
of fixed angular positions around said pivot axis at which angular rotation of said at least one leg

member around said pivot axis is inhibited.

Claim 8 (original): The support of claim 7 where said angle stop has a lower surface that
bears against said at least one leg member, and where said at least one leg member includes an
off-center support surface that bears against said angle stop along a major portion of said lower

surface in each of said plurality of fixed angular positions.

Claim 9 (original): The support of claim 8 where said off-center support surface bears
against said angle stop along all of said lower surface in each of said plurality of fixed angular

positions.

Claim 10 (original):  The support of claim 7 where said apex defines a supporting surface for
said equipment, and where said angle stop automatically ratchets into a next sequential one of
said fixed angular positions as said at least one leg member is pivoted towards a perpendicular

position with respect to said supporting surface.

Page 3 of 9
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

Claim 11 (original): A support having an apex selectively, detachably mountable to a platform
for securing equipment to said platform, said apex comprising:

(a) an attachment member selectively attachable to a said platform; and

(b) at least one warning member having a first state that indicates that said platform
is securely engaged with said apex and a second state that indicates that said platform is not

securely engaged with said apex.

Claim 12 (original):  The support of claim 11 where said at least one warning member is

viewable from any angle around said tripod.

Claim 13 (original):  The support of claim 11 where said apex forms a perimeter surface into

which said platform is selectively insertable.

Claim 14 (original):  The support of claim 13 including a spring member compressed into a

recessed position within said perimeter surface.

Claim 15 (original):  The support of claim 14 including at least one locking member that

selectively causes said spring member to engage with a said platform mounted in said apex.

Claim 16 (original):  The support of claim 15 where said locking member is a said at least one

warning member.

Claim 17 (original):  The support of claim 16 where said locking member has a visible warning
surface flush with an exterior surface of said apex when said spring member is engaged with

said platform.

Claim 18 (original):  The support of claim 14 where said spring member extends around a

major portion of said perimeter surface.

Page 4 of 9
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

Claim 19 (original):  The support of claim 18 including plural locking members that selectively
cause said spring member to engage with a said platform mounted in said apex at locations

approximately equidistant from each other,

Claim 20 (original):  The support of claim 11 where said platform is attachable to said

attachment member at a selective height relative to said apex.

Claim 21 (original): A support comprising:

(a) at least one elongate leg element at least partially supporting an apex selectively,
detachably mountable to equipment;

(b) a selectively releasable angle stop that, together with said apex, defines a
plurality of fixed angular positions around a pivot axis at which angular rotation of said at least
one leg element around said pivot axis in a first direction is selectively, automatically inhibited;
where

(c) said angle stop has a first position that permits manual rotation of said leg
element in said first direction without said angle stop engaging with said apex in at least one of
said fixed angular positions, and a second position where manual rotation of said leg element in
a second direction causes said angle stop to automatically engage into a next sequential one of

said fixed angular positions.

Claim 22 (original):  The support of claim 21 where said apex has a support surface for
supporting said equipment, and said first position causes said angle stop to engage in only the

one of said fixed angular positions closest to said support surface.

Claim 23 (original): A support comprising:
(a) an apex supported by at least one elongate leg capable of pivoting about a pivot

axis parallel to a support surface of said apex; where

Page 5 of 9
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

(b) said pivot axis is offset from a centerline of a cross section of said elongate leg,

said centerline parallel to said pivot axis.

Claim 24 (original):  The support of claim 23 where said offset measures at least one-tenth the

minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

Claim 25 (original):. The support of claim 23 where said offset measures at least one-eighth

the minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

Claim 26 (original):  The support of claim 23 where said offset measures approximately one-

sixth the minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

Claim 27 (original): A support for supporting equipment, said comprising:

(a) at least one elongate leg element at least partially supporting an apex selectively,
detachably mountable to equipment, where said leg includes a first end proximate said apex and
a second end distal said apex, and where said leg is pivotal about an axis proximate said first
end throughout a limited arc; and

(b) a foot at said second end having a curved surface that, while said support
supports equipment above a supporting surface, is tangent to said supporting surface

throughout said arc.

Claim 28 (original):  The support of claim 27 where said curved surface is convex and extends

radially beyond an outer diameter of said leg proximate said foot.
Claim 29 (original):  The support of claim 27 where said foot has a mushroom shape.

Claim 30 (original): A platform selectively, detachably mountable to an apex of a support
having a plurality of legs extending from said apex, said platform including an open-ended hook

integrally forming a closed-loop aperture, said hook rotatable about a substantially vertical axis.
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt, dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

Claim 31 (original):  The platform of claim 30 where said hook is capable of selectively,

detachably supporting a weight from a closed-loop strap.

Claim 32 (original): ~ The platform of claim 31 where said hook is capable of securely

interlocking with a carabineer.

Claim 33 (original):  The platform of claim 31 where said aperture is generally perpendicular to
said hook.
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012
REMARKS / ARGUMENTS

In the Office action of August 9, 2012, the specification was objected to, claims 1-5 were

rejected, claims 6-10 were objected to as allowable but based on a rejected base claim(s) and
claims 11-33 were allowed.

The specification was objected to because in paragraph 22 (presumably paragraph
[0002], since paragraph [0022] makes no reference to a tripod) the term “tripod” is being used
for supports having “one, two, three, or more legs.” While the applicant submits that a tripod is
an example of equipment support apparatus and it is clear from paragraph [0002] that the term
“tripod” is being used to as a convenience in referring to the broader generic type of apparatus,
amendment of paragraphs [0002] — [0004] and [0007] as indicated above to replace “tripod” in
several instances with a more generic term. Withdrawal of the objection is requested.

Cancelation of claims 1-5 is requested.

Claims 6-10 stand objected to as dependent on a rejected base claim, but allowable if
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any
intervening claim. Amendment of claim 6 is requested as indicated above to rewrite the claim in
independent form incorporating the limitations of rejected claims 1 and 5. Withdrawal of the
objection to claim 6 and claims 7-10 which are dependent from claim 6 or a claim dependent
from claim 6 is requested.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee required by this
paper or credit any over payment to Deposit account: 03-1550.

The applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this

case. If the Examiner believes that for any reason direct contact with applicant's attorney would
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Appl. No.: 13/032,149
Amdt. dated: 11/09/2012
Reply to Office action of: 08/09/2012

advance the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned
at the number below.

Respectfully submitted,
Chernoff, Vilhauer, McClung & Stenzel, L.L.P.
601 SW Second Avenue, Suite 1600

Portland, Oregon 97204
8. = 5Tle [}
/b\—- “ /

Dated: 11/09/2012 Timothy A. Lorg
Reg. No. 28876
Telephone No. (503) 278-3312
FAX No. (503) 278-3313
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Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

RAMON RAMIREZ 3632
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2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
___ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)X Claim(s) 1-33 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) ______is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)X] Claim(s) 11-33 is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 1-5is/are rejected.
8)[X] Claim(s) 6-10 is/are objected to.
9)[J Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10)[X] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 24 July 2012 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
12)[C] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[J Al b)[JSome * ¢)[] None of:
1. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ____
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
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1) IZI Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _
3) [] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) ] Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date ______. 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Daid-5258%211003
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Application/Control Number: 13/032,149 Page 2
Art Unit: 3632

Detailed Action
This is the first Office Action corresponding to original filing. The application

contains 33 claims.

Drawings

The drawings filed July 24 2012 have been accepted by the examiner.

Specification
The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: paragraph 22
states that the term “tripod” being used for supports having “one, two, three or more
legs”. This is not accepted. The prefix "tri” means three. Even though Applicant is his
own lexicographer, it cannot go against the general accepted meaning of a word. In this
particular case, “tripod” defines a support having three legs, not one, two or four.

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.
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Application/Control Number: 13/032,149 Page 3
Art Unit: 3632

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over
Wood, III et al. Pub No 20060175484). The publication to Wood, III et al. discloses a
tripod having an apex (102), three legs hollow legs pivotally attached to the apex, the legs
being adjustable in length. The dimension of the legs is considered as a matter of

engineering choice; one skilled in the art would make the legs of any desired diameter.

Allowable Subject Matter
Claims 6-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the
base claim and any intervening claims.

Claims 11-33 are allowed.

Conclusion

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to
applicant's disclosure.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAMON O. RAMIREZ whose telephone number is (571)
272-6821. The examiner is usually available Monday-Thursday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor TERRELL McKINNON can be reached on (571) 272-4797.
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Application/Control Number: 13/032,149 Page 4
Art Unit: 3632

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding
is assigned is (571) 273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

A shortened period for response to this Office Action expires THREE MONTHS

from the mailing date of this action.

ROR /RAMON O. RAMIREZ/
July 31,2012 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3632
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Claim(s)
[/We claim:

1. A support having a plurality of elongate hollow leg members, each at least
partially supporting an apex selectively, detachably mountable to equipment, at
least one leg member having a circumferential wall of a thickness along a major

portion of its length no more than approximately 0.04 inches.

2. The support of claim 1 where said at least one leg member is selectively,
alternatively extensible from and retractable into another one of said leg

members.

3. The support of claim 1 where said plurality of elongate hollow leg

elements are arranged radially around said apex.

4. The support of claim 1 where said at least one leg member has a diameter

of at least approximately 1.5 inches.

5. The support of claim 1 where said apex defines a supporting surface for
said equipment, and said at least one leg member selectively pivots about a pivot

axis parallel to said supporting surface.

6. The support of claim 5 where said pivot axis is at an off-center position in

relation to a circumference of said at least one leg member.

7. The support of claim 6 where said at least one leg member is operatively
engaged with a selectively releasable angle stop that, together with said apex,
defines a plurality of fixed angular positions around said pivot axis at which
angular rotation of said at least one leg member around said pivot axis is
inhibited.
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8. The support of claim 7 where said angle stop has a lower surface that
bears against said at least one leg member, and where said at least one leg
member includes an off-center support surface that bears against said angle stop
along a major portion of said lower surface in each of said plurality of fixed

angular positions.

9. The support of claim 8 where said off-center support surface bears
against said angle stop along all of said lower surface in each of said plurality of

fixed angular positions.

10.  The support of claim 7 where said apex defines a supporting surface for
said equipment, and where said angle stop automatically ratchets into a next
sequential one of said fixed angular positions as said at least one leg member is

pivoted towards a perpendicular position with respect to said supporting surface.

11. A support having an apex selectively, detachably mountable to a platform
for securing equipment to said platform, said apex comprising:

(@)  an attachment member selectively attachable to a said platform;
and

(b)  atleast one warning member having a first state that indicates that
said platform is securely engaged with said apex and a second state that

indicates that said platform is not securely engaged with said apex.

12. The support of claim 11 where said at least one warning member is

viewable from any angle around said tripod.

13. The support of claim 11 where said apex forms a perimeter surface into

which said platform is selectively insertable.

14.  The support of claim 13 including a spring member compressed into a

recessed position within said perimeter surface.
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15.  The support of claim 14 including at least one locking member that
selectively causes said spring member to engage with a said platform mounted in

said apex.

16.  The support of claim 15 where said locking member is a said at least one

warning member.

17. The support of claim 16 where said locking member has a visible warning
surface flush with an exterior surface of said apex when said spring member is

engaged with said platform.

18.  The support of claim 14 where said spring member extends around a

major portion of said perimeter surface.

19.  The support of claim 18 including plural locking members that selectively
cause said spring member to engage with a said platform mounted in said apex

at locations approximately equidistant from each other.

20.  The support of claim 11 where said platform is attachable to said

attachment member at a selective height relative to said apex.

21. A support comprising:

(@)  atleast one elongate leg element at least partially supporting an
apex selectively, detachably mountable to equipment;

(b)  aselectively releasable angle stop that, together with said apex,
defines a plurality of fixed angular positions around a pivot axis at which angular
rotation of said at least one leg element around said pivot axis in a first direction
is selectively, automatically inhibited; where

(c)  said angle stop has a first position that permits manual rotation of

said leg element in said first direction without said angle stop engaging with said
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apex in at least one of said fixed angular positions, and a second position where
manual rotation of said leg element in a second direction causes said angle stop

to automatically engage into a next sequential one of said fixed angular positions.

22.  The support of claim 21 where said apex has a support surface for
supporting said equipment, and said first position causes said angle stop to
engage in only the one of said fixed angular positions closest to said support

surface.

23. A support comprising:

(@)  anapex supported by at least one elongate leg capable of pivoting
about a pivot axis parallel to a support surface of said apex; where

(b)  said pivot axis is offset from a centerline of a cross section of said

elongate leg, said centerline parallel to said pivot axis.

24.  The support of claim 23 where said offset measures at least one-tenth the

minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

25.  The support of claim 23 where said offset measures at least one-eighth

the minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

26.  The support of claim 23 where said offset measures approximately one-

sixth the minimum diameter of said elongate leg.

27. A support for supporting equipment, said comprising:

(@)  atleast one elongate leg element at least partially supporting an
apex selectively, detachably mountable to equipment, where said leg includes a
first end proximate said apex and a second end distal said apex, and where said

leg is pivotal about an axis proximate said first end throughout a limited arc; and
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(b)  afoot at said second end having a curved surface that, while said
support supports equipment above a supporting surface, is tangent to said

supporting surface throughout said arc.

28.  The support of claim 27 where said curved surface is convex and extends

radially beyond an outer diameter of said leg proximate said foot.

29.  The support of claim 27 where said foot has a mushroom shape.

30. A platform selectively, detachably mountable to an apex of a support
having a plurality of legs extending from said apex, said platform including an
open-ended hook integrally forming a closed-loop aperture, said hook rotatable

about a substantially vertical axis.

31.  The platform of claim 30 where said hook is capable of selectively,
detachably supporting a weight from a closed-loop strap.

32. The platform of claim 31 where said hook is capable of securely

interlocking with a carabineer.

33.  The platform of claim 31 where said aperture is generally perpendicular to
said hook.
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