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1. 

BASE STATION ROUTER FOR DISTRIBUTED 
ANTENNASYSTEMS 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 61/506,363, filed Jul. 11, 2011 and titled 
“Intelligent Point of Interface for Distributed Antenna Sys 
tems, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref 
CCC. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to telecommunica 
tions and, more particularly (although not necessarily exclu 
sively), to a base station router for distributed antenna sys 
temS. 

BACKGROUND 

A distributed antenna system (“DAS) can be used to 
extend the coverage of a cellular communication system. For 
example, a DAS can extend coverage to areas of traditionally 
low signal coverage within buildings, tunnels, or in areas 
obstructed by terrain features. Cellular communication sys 
tems can include the capability to provide data services via a 
DAS. In locations with a higher density of wireless devices, 
Such as stadiums, sport arenas, or similar venues, the signal 
capacity needed to provide signal coverage to different physi 
cal areas can change over time. Providing extra signal capac 
ity to Supply the maximum capacity to each section in a 
location with varying numbers of wireless devices or other 
mobile units can be associated with prohibitively high costs. 

Systems that can connect one or more base stations to one 
or more DAS’s to distribute signal capacity adaptively are 
therefore desirable. 

SUMMARY 

In one aspect, a base station router disposed in a distributed 
antenna system is provided. The base station router includes 
a backplane and a controller. The backplane can manage an 
availability of sectors for coverage Zones. Each sector can 
include communication channels to be radiated to mobile 
devices in the coverage Zones and can represent an amount of 
telecommunication capacity. The controller can respond to a 
traffic indicator by causing the backplane to redistribute the 
availability of at least one sector. The sector can be redistrib 
uted from a first coverage Zone to a second coverage Zone. 

In another aspect, a distributed antenna system is provided. 
The distributed antenna system includes a first remote 
antenna unit, a second remote antenna unit, and a base station 
router. The first remote antenna unit can wirelessly commu 
nicate with mobile devices located in a first coverage Zone. 
The second remote antenna unit can wirelessly communicate 
with mobile devices located in a second coverage Zone. The 
base station router can distribute an availability of a sector to 
the first remote antenna unit and the second remote antenna 
unit. The sector can include communication channels and 
representanamount of telecommunication capacity. The base 
station router can redistribute the availability of the sector 
from the first remote antenna unit to the second remote 
antenna unit in response to detecting a traffic indicator. 

In another aspect, a method is provided. The method 
involves distributing an availability of a sector to a first cov 
erage Zone. The sector includes communication channels and 
represents an amount of telecommunication capacity. The 
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2 
method also involves receiving a traffic indicator. The method 
also involves, in response to receiving the traffic indicator, 
redistributing the availability of the sector from the first cov 
erage Zone to a second coverage Zone. 

These illustrative aspects and features are mentioned not to 
limit or define the invention, but to provide examples to aid 
understanding of the inventive concepts disclosed in this dis 
closure. Other aspects, advantages, and features of the present 
invention will become apparent after review of the entire 
disclosure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a distributed antenna system 
having a base station router according to one aspect. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a base station router with an 
interface section, an output section, and a backplane accord 
ing to one aspect. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a controller for configuring a 
base station router according to one aspect. 

FIG. 4 is a modeling diagram of a first configuration of a 
base station router providing sectors to coverage Zones 
according to one aspect. 

FIG. 5 is a modeling diagram of a second configuration of 
a base station router providing sectors to coverage Zones 
according to one aspect. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of interconnected base station 
routers according to one aspect. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a base station router configured 
to communicate with other base station routers according to 
One aspect. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a base station router having a 
spectrum analyzer according to one aspect. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a base station router having a 
Zone interface card with a reference receiver input according 
to one aspect. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Certain aspects and examples are directed to a base station 
router, Such as a base station sector router, that can be dis 
posed in a distributed antenna system (“DAS) and that can 
redistribute capacity among coverage Zones serviced by the 
DAS. ADAS can include a unit, such as a base station router, 
in communication with carrier systems, such as base stations 
of cellular service providers. Redistributing capacity can 
include modifying the distribution of sectors to coverage 
Zones of the DAS. A sector can include one or more telecom 
munication channels to be radiated to mobile devices in cov 
erage Zones or otherwise distributed to the coverage Zones, 
thereby providing telecommunication capacity in the cover 
age Zones. The sector can be distributed without further sub 
division. 
The base station router can provide one or more signals, 

Such as analog RF signals or digitized RF signals, over one or 
more communication channels. Such as (but not limited to) a 
serial link, to a set of remote antenna units in the coverage 
Zone. A set of remote antenna units can include one or more 
antenna units. 

In some aspects, the base station router can include features 
of an intelligent point of interface (“I-POI) system. A POI 
system can include a device or group of devices configured to 
interface directly with a base station or a group of base sta 
tions. Such devices can include (but are not limited to) a 
signal leveler, a signal attenuator, a signal splitter, a signal 
combiner, a receive-and-transmit signal combiner, a splitter, a 
multiplexer, and the like. An i-POI system can provide an 
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intelligent interface for communicating with a base station or 
group of base stations. Providing an intelligent interface can 
include controlling the leveling or attenuation based on base 
station signal conditions. An intelligent interface can also 
include analyzing incoming signals and determination of sys 
tem level parameters based on the analysis. 
A coverage Zone can include one or more remote antenna 

units that provide signal coverage to an area. The remote 
antenna units in a coverage Zone can communicate with the 
base station router over a link. Examples of Such a link can 
include (but are not limited to) a serial link, a digital link, an 
analog link, etc. The remote antenna units can wirelessly 
communicate the signals from the base station router to wire 
less devices positioned in a coverage Zone. 
The base station router can redistribute capacity by chang 

ing which sectors are provided to which coverage Zones. A 
sector can represent an amount of telecommunication capac 
ity that can be allocated to wireless devices in one or more 
coverage Zones. Increasing the bandwidth associated with a 
sector can increase the capacity represented by the sector. A 
sector can include one or more analog RF channels or digital 
signals representing RF channels, signals in one or more 
analog or digital RF bands, and/or one or more multiple-input 
and multiple-output (“MIMO) data streams. 
The signals of a sector can be provided to a coverage Zone 

via the base station router. The signals of a sector can also be 
distributed to two or more coverage Zones providing coverage 
to a physical area. All of the signals of a sector can be radiated 
by the remote antenna units of one or more coverage Zones 
included in a physical area. 

In some aspects, a first coverage Zone can partially overlap 
a second coverage Zone. The base station router can redistrib 
ute capacity Such that the capacity requirements or capacity 
density match the provided capacity. In other aspects, a first 
coverage Zone can be a Subdivision of a second coverage 
Zone. The base station router can distribute capacity to Sub 
divide a larger cell into Smaller cells. In other aspects, a first 
coverage Zone and a second coverage Zone may not overlap. 
Capacity can be redistributed in whole or in part from the first 
coverage Zone to the second coverage Zone based on the 
second coverage Zone having a greater capacity requirement 
(i.e., a larger number of mobile devices). 

Increasing the number of coverage Zones to which a sector 
is distributed can decrease the capacity density of each cov 
erage Zone. Decreasing the number of coverage Zones to 
which a sector is distributed can increase the capacity density 
of each Zone. The level of the capacity density can determine 
how many mobile devices can use telecommunication ser 
vices and capacity in a given coverage Zone. In some aspects, 
a maximum capacity density can be achieved by distributing 
the sector to a minimum size coverage Zone. A non-limiting 
example of a minimum size coverage Zone is a single remote 
unit or a single antenna unit. 

The base station router can shift capacity by reducing the 
number of coverage Zones to which a sector is distributed. By 
distributing the sector to fewer coverage Zones (and thus a 
Smaller physical area), the capacity density (i.e., the capacity 
per physical area) is increased. The number of coverage Zones 
to which a base station router distributes sectors can be 
greater than or equal to the number of sectors distributed by 
the base station router. 
An example of shifting capacity can include modifying the 

respective capacity in two coverage Zones. More wireless 
devices may be concentrated in a first Zone than are concen 
trated in a second coverage Zone. The base station router can 
sub-divide a combined coverage Zone including both the first 
coverage Zone and the second coverage Zone. The base station 
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4 
router can shift the distribution of capacity between the two 
coverage Zones Such that the capacity is distributed only to the 
first coverage Zone rather than the combined first and second 
coverage Zones. 

Sectors from base stations associated with different tele 
communications system operators can be distributed to one or 
more common coverage Zones. The base station router can 
allocate the respective capacities of different telecommuni 
cations system operators among coverage Zones Such that 
different capacity densities are associated with different tele 
communication system operators within a specific coverage 
Zone. For example, four sectors of a first telecommunication 
system operator may be distributed among six coverage Zones 
and two sectors of a second telecommunication system opera 
tor may be distributed among the same six coverage Zones. 
The capacity density for the first telecommunication system 
operator thus exceeds the capacity density for the second 
telecommunication system operator in the same physical area 
that includes the six coverage Zones. 
A base station router can include donor interface cards, a 

backplane, and Zone interface cards. A donor interface card 
can interface with a base station for bi-directional communi 
cation of sector signals and can provide the signals of a sector 
to the backplane. The backplane can route signals from donor 
cards to one or more Zone interface cards. The base station 
router can provide signals of a sector via the Zone interface 
card to one or more remote antenna units in a coverage Zone. 
The communication with the backplane can include using 
either analog signals formats or digital signal formats. In 
Some aspects, the routing function can be implemented on 
each Zone interface card by a selection mechanism from 
multiple signals provided by the backplane. In other aspects, 
the routing function can be implemented by a selection 
mechanism residing on the backplane. The routing function 
can be pre-determined, configurable by an operator, or con 
figurable by an algorithm executed by a processing device. 
A base station router can also determine the location of a 

specific wireless device within the environment of the DAS. 
The base station router can communicate with a base station 
to determine an identifier for the specific wireless device. The 
base station router can also determine a channel over which 
the specific wireless device is communicating. A channel can 
include a connection, such as a transmit and receive fre 
quency, over which a wireless device and a base station can 
communicate via the DAS. The base station router can deter 
mine a coverage Zone to which the channel is being provided 
and a specific remote antenna unit in a coverage Zone that is 
associated with the wireless device. The base station router 
can determine which remote antenna unit is associated with 
the wireless device by determining the received signal 
strength indicator “RSSI) of an uplink signal from the wire 
less device at each remote antenna unit. The remote antenna 
unit associated with the wireless device receives the uplink 
signal at the strongest RSSI. The base station router can 
access a data file that includes the location of each remote 
antenna unit to determine, based on which remote antenna 
unit is communicating with the wireless device, the location 
of the wireless device. 
A base station router can also include a separate interface 

card for connecting the base station router to another base 
station router in the DAS. Interconnecting multiple base sta 
tion routers can increase the number of coverage Zones Sup 
ported by a sector. The interconnections between multiple 
base station routers can use different media. Examples of 
interconnections between base station routers can include 
(but are not limited to) wired connections, optical connec 
tions, free-air paths, etc. Examples of wired connections can 
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include (but are not limited to) coaxial cables and twisted pair 
cables. Examples of optical connections can include optical 
fiber or other optical guides. Examples of free-air paths can 
include using radiated RF signals or radiated optical signals. 

Detailed descriptions of these illustrative examples are 
discussed below. These illustrative examples are given to 
introduce the reader to the general Subject matter discussed 
here and are not intended to limit the scope of the disclosed 
concepts. The following sections describe various examples 
with reference to the drawings in which like numerals indi 
cate like elements, and directional descriptions are used to 
describe the illustrative examples but, like the illustrative 
examples, should not be used to limit the present invention. 

FIG. 1 depicts a DAS 10 having a base station router 14 in 
communication with base stations 12a-n and with remote 
antenna units 18a-p of coverage Zones 16a-f. The DAS 10 can 
be positioned in an area, such as a stadium, office building or 
other confined environments, to extend wireless communica 
tion coverage of the base stations 12a-n. Different base sta 
tions 12a-n can be associated with different sectors of one 
telecommunication system operator and/or be associated 
with different sectors of different telecommunication system 
operators. 

In the downlink direction, the DAS 10 can receive signals 
from the base stations 12a-in via a wired or wireless commu 
nication medium. Downlink signals can include signals pro 
vided from the base stations 12a-n and radiated into the 
coverage Zones 16a-fby the remote antenna nits 18a-p. The 
downlink signals received by the base station router 14 can be 
associated with one or more sectors from the base stations 
12a-n. 
The base station router 14 can communicate sectors 

between the base stations 12a-n and the coverage Zones 16a-f. 
Each of the coverage Zones 16a-fcan correspond to a physical 
area within the environment of the DAS 10. The DAS 10 can 
distribute a sector to a single physical area that includes 
multiple coverage Zones. The remote antenna units in the 
coverage Zones of the physical area can radiate the signals of 
the sector distributed to the physical area. In some aspects, a 
remote antenna unit can include signal processing circuitry. 
In other aspects, a remote antenna unit can be an antenna 
without any additional circuitry. 

The base station router 14 can include circuitry for pro 
cessing the signals communicated between the base stations 
12a-n and the coverage Zones 16a-f. Processing the signals 
can include transforming the signals received from the base 
stations 12a-n into a digital format. Processing the signals can 
also include filtering downlink signals from the base stations 
12a-n. 
The base station router 14 can also include circuitry for 

routing signals from the base stations 12a-n to the remote 
antenna units 16a-f. Routing the signals can include combin 
ing the signals of the sectors from one or more base stations 
12a-in. In some aspects, the base station router 14 can com 
bine signals from multiple sectors associated with a common 
telecommunication system operator if the signals are associ 
ated with different frequency bands or different non-overlap 
ping segments of the same RF band. Routing the signals can 
also include transforming the signals into a format used by the 
remote antenna units (e.g., analog RF signals), and providing 
the combined signals to the remote antenna units for specific 
coverage Zones. 

In some aspects, the base station router 14 can communi 
cate with both the base stations 12a-n and the remote antenna 
units 18a-p using analog RF signals. The base station router 
14 can transform analog RF signals from the base stations 
12a-n into digital signals for processing, such as by routing 
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6 
the digital signals and combining the digital signals together. 
The base station router can transform the digital signals into 
analog RF signals before providing the signals to the remote 
antenna units 18a-p. 

In other aspects, the base station router 14 can communi 
cate digital signals with the base stations 12a-n and commu 
nicate analog RF signals with the remote antenna units 18a-p. 
Processing signals from the base stations 12a-in can include 
converting signals in one digital format used by the base 
stations 12a-n into a different digital format used by the base 
station router 14. For example, the base station router 14 may 
convert digital signals in different standardized formats. Such 
as Common Public Radio Interface (“CPRI) or Open Radio 
Equipment Interface (“ORI), to a common digital format to 
process the signals. 

In other aspects, the base station router 14 can communi 
cate digital signals with the remote antenna units 18a-p. Pro 
cessing signals from the base stations 12a-n can include con 
Verting signals in one digital format used by the base stations 
12a-n into a different digital format used by the remote 
antenna units 18a-p. 

For example, a base station router 14 communicating with 
remote antenna units 18a-p may receive downlink signals that 
are digital signals in different standardized formats from the 
base stations 12a-n. The base station router 14 can convert the 
downlink signals to digital data streams in a common format 
and combine the digital data streams into a combined digital 
data stream. The base station router 14 can provide the com 
bined digital data stream to the remote antenna units 18a-p. 
Sectors provided as MIMO data streams, for example, can be 
combined with other digital data streams and provided to a 
common remote antenna unit. The remote antenna units 
18a-p can de-multiplex the combined digital data stream into 
digital data streams representing individual downlink signals. 
The remote antenna units 18a-p can convert the digital data 
streams signals to downlinkanalog RF signals and radiate the 
downlink analog RF signals to the wireless devices. For each 
downlink signal, the base station router 14 can receive a 
reference clock signal from the base station at which the 
downlink signal originated. The base station router can use 
the reference clock signal to synchronize the remote antenna 
units 18a-p radiating a downlink signal with the base station 
providing the downlink signal. 

In other aspects, the base station router 14 can receive 
downlink signals that are analog signals from base stations 
12a-n. The analog signals can include MIMO signals as 
streams, or more than one sector of the same operator in the 
same band segment of the same RF band. At least one of the 
signals, which may be a second stream of a MIMO signal or 
a second sector, can be translated in frequency in the base 
station router 14, and transported over the same communica 
tion link as a first signal. A remote antenna unit may be 
associated with circuitry that can translate the second stream 
of the MIMO signal or the second sector back to an original 
frequency. If the signal is the second MIMO stream, the signal 
can be radiated with the other streams on the same antenna 
element. If the signal is the second sector, the signal can be 
radiated by a separate antenna element. A reference clock 
signal can be provided by the base station router 14 to the 
DAS 10 to allow the circuitry associated with the remote 
antenna unit to be synchronized in frequency with the first 
conversion of the signal. 
The coverage Zones 16a-fcan include the areas to which 

the DAS 10 extends signal coverage of the base stations 
12a-n. For example, if the DAS 10 is positioned in a stadium, 
the coverage Zones 16a-fmay correspond to different sections 
of the stadium and the parking lot Surrounding the stadium. In 
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another example, if the DAS 10 is positioned in an office 
building, each of the coverage Zones 16a-fmay correspond to 
a different floor of the building. 

Each of the coverage Zones 16a-fcan each include one or 
more remote antenna units 18a-p. The remote antenna units 
18a-p can service a number of different wireless devices, such 
as cellular phones, operating in the environment of the DAS 
10. The remote antenna units of a particular coverage Zone 
can receive the same group of signals from the base station 
router 14. The remote antenna units in the coverage Zone can 
radiate the group of signals, such as a sector, received from 
the base station router 14 to the coverage Zone. The remote 
antenna units 18a-p can communicate with the base station 
router 14 via any communication medium capable of carrying 
signals between the base station router 14 and the remote 
antenna units 18a-p. Examples of a suitable communication 
medium include copper wire (such as a coaxial cable), optical 
fiber, and microwave or optical link. The link can transport the 
signals in analog or in digitized form. As depicted in FIG. 1, 
different coverage Zones can include different numbers of 
remote antenna units. 

In some aspects, the remote antenna units 18a-p can 
receive analog RF signals from the base station router 14. In 
other aspects, the remote antenna units 18a-p can each be 
configured to receive digital signals from the base station 
router 14 and convert the digital signals to analog RF signals 
prior to radiating the signals to wireless devices in the cover 
age Zone. The base station router 14 can also generate control 
signals to control and configure the remote antenna units 
18a–p. The control signals can be combined with downlink 
signals provided to the remote antenna units 18a-p. 

In the uplink direction, the base station router can receive 
uplink signals from remote antenna units 18a-p. Uplink sig 
nals can include signals received from wireless devices in the 
coverage Zones 16a-f. The base station router 14 can process 
uplink signals received from the remote antenna units 18a-p. 
Processing the uplink signals can include converting the 
uplink signals to a digital format, filtering the digital uplink 
signals, adding uplink signals from different Zones, and rout 
ing. The digital uplink signals can be converted to a format 
compatible with a given base station, such as analog RF or a 
standardized digital format, and routed to the base station 
communicating with the respective wireless devices in a cov 
erage Zone. 

FIG. 2 depicts an example base station router 14 having an 
interface section 101, an output section 103, and a backplane 
104. The interface section 101 can include donor interface 
cards 102a-n. The output section 103 can include Zone inter 
face cards 106a-n. 

In the downlink direction, the donor interface cards 102a-n 
can transform signals received from the base stations 12a-n, 
Such as RF signals, into one or more digital data streams. A 
digital data stream can include a series of digital samples 
representing a signal. In some aspects, transforming the sig 
nals received from the base stations 12a-n can include sepa 
rately converting analog RF signals into digital data streams 
by separate analog-to-digital converters. In other aspects, 
transforming the signals can include converting digital sig 
nals in different standardized formats, such as CPRI or ORI 
data packets, from different base stations into a common 
digital format for processing at the backplane 104. Certain 
systems and processes that can be used to do so are described 
in U.S. Ser. No. 13/493,060, filed Jun. 11, 2012 and titled 
“Distributed Antenna System Interface for Processing Digital 
Signals in a Standardized Format.” 

In the uplink direction, the donor interface cards 102a-n 
can transform digital data streams into uplink signals to be 
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provided to the base stations 12a-n. The donor interface cards 
102a-n can also include circuitry, such as band pass filters, for 
filtering downlink and uplink signals. Filtering the downlink 
and uplink signals can eliminate undesirable signals. The 
filters of the donor interface cards 102a-n can pass desired 
signals within a frequency band and reject or attenuate unde 
sirable signal components. 

In the downlink direction, the digital data streams from the 
donor interface cards 102a-n can be provided to the back 
plane 104. The backplane 104 can include configurable digi 
tal signal processing circuitry for processing signals from the 
donor interface cards 102a-n. A non-limiting example of the 
configurable digital processing circuitry is a field-program 
mable Gate Array (“FPGA). The backplane 104 can com 
bine the digital data streams into serialized data streams via 
the configurable digital signal processing circuitry. In some 
aspects, the backplane 104 can include a multiplexor device 
configured for combining the digital data streams by multi 
plexing parallel digital data streams into a digital data stream. 
In other aspects, the backplane 104 can include a Summing 
device configured for combining the digital data streams by 
Summing or adding digital data streams. 
The combined data streams from the backplane 104 can be 

provided to the Zone interface cards 106a-n. The backplane 
104 can also provide combined digital data streams represent 
ing the signals of multiple sectors to a single Zone interface 
card. Each of the Zone interface cards 106a-n can transform 
the combined data streams into downlink signals to be pro 
vided to the remote antenna units of one or more coverage 
Zones. Each of the Zone interface cards 106a-n can simulta 
neously provide the downlink signals to the remote antenna 
units of the respective coverage Zones. In some aspects, the 
downlink signals can include analog RF signals of sectors 
provided from base stations to be radiated by the remote 
antenna units of a respective coverage Zone. In other aspects, 
the downlink signals can include digital signals of sectors 
provided from base stations to be provided to remote antenna 
units of a respective coverage Zone. The remote antenna units 
can convert the digital signals to analog RF signals and radiate 
the RF signals into the coverage Zones. 

In an uplink direction, the Zone interface cards 106a-in can 
receive uplink signals from one or more remote antenna units. 
The uplink signals can be converted to digital data streams 
and provided to the backplane 104. The backplane 104 can 
combine the digital data streams into serialized data streams 
via the configurable digital signal processing circuitry. In 
Some aspects, combining the digital data streams can include 
multiplexing parallel digital data streams into a digital data 
stream. In other aspects, combining the digital data streams 
can include Summing or adding digital data streams. The 
backplane 104 can route the appropriate digital data streams 
representing uplink signals to the appropriate donor interface 
card. 
The base station router 14 can also include a controller 108. 

The controller 108 can re-configure the configurable digital 
signal processing circuitry of the backplane 104 to change the 
routing of signals from the base stations 12a-n to the coverage 
Zone 16a-f. In some aspects, as depicted in FIG. 2, the con 
troller 108 can be disposed in the base station router 14. In 
other aspects, the controller 108 can be disposed in a separate 
device external to and in communication with the base station 
router 14. 
A block diagram of an example controller 108 is depicted 

in FIG.8. The controller 108 can include a processor 202 that 
can execute code stored on a computer-readable medium, 
such as a memory 204, to cause the controller 108 to config 
ure the base station router 14. Non-limiting examples of a 
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processor 202 include a microprocessor, a peripheral inter 
face controller (“PIC), an application-specific integrated cir 
cuit (ASIC), a field-programmable gate array (“FPGA'), or 
other suitable processor. The processor 202 may include one 
processor or any number of processors. 
The processor 202 can access code stored in memory 204 

via a bus 206. The memory 204 may be any non-transitory 
computer-readable medium capable of tangibly embodying 
code and can include electronic, magnetic, or optical devices. 
Examples of memory 204 include random access memory 
(RAM), read-only memory (ROM), magnetic disk, an ASIC, 
a configured processor, or other storage device. The bus 206 
may be any device capable of transferring data between com 
ponents of the controller 108. The bus 206 can include one 
device or multiple devices. 

Instructions can be stored in memory 204 as executable 
code. The instructions can include processor-specific instruc 
tions generated by a compiler and/or an interpreter from code 
written in any Suitable computer-programming language, 
such as C, C++, C#, Visual Basic, Java, Python, Perl, JavaS 
cript, and ActionScript. 
The instructions can include a configuration engine 210. 

When executed by the processor 202, the configuration 
engine 210 can cause the controller 108 to redistribute capac 
ity in the DAS 100, as explained in more detail below. The 
controller 108 can receive data inputs through input/output 
(“I/O”) interface 208 and store in memory 204. The configu 
ration engine 210 can also provide data outputs via the I/O 
interface 208. The configuration engine 210 can also execute 
a scheduling algorithm. 
The example configuration for the controller 108 is pro 

vided to illustrate configurations of certain aspects. Other 
configurations may of course be utilized. 
The processor 202 can communicate data describing the 

routing of signals by the base station router 14. The data can 
be communicated via the I/O interface 208 through a graphi 
cal user interface or from an automation algorithm stored in 
the memory 204 for determining the demand on each of the 
coverage Zones. 
The configuration engine 210 can include a configuration 

management function for determining how to redistribute 
signal capacity among coverage Zones. The configuration 
engine 210 can execute the configuration management func 
tion in response to the detection of a traffic indicator. A traffic 
indicator can include data describing or otherwise corre 
sponding to a number of mobile devices in each coverage 
Zone. Examples of a traffic indicator can include a scheduled 
event of a game, concert, or other type of event, a scheduled 
sequence of events with pre-game, game, and post-game con 
figurations, traffic measurements passing low or high thresh 
olds, base transceiver station failure events, and loss of capac 
ity due to high inter-sector interference. In some aspects, the 
controller 108 can detect traffic and perform measurements 
independent of a wireless network Standard and protocol. 
The configuration engine 210 can also include a report 

manager function for generating reports on traffic, spurious 
signals, usage, and other types of information. The processor 
202 can execute the configuration engine 210 So as to config 
ure the controller 108 to implement any process for measur 
ing uplink signals for traffic and other types of information, 
and reporting the information. Certain systems and processes 
that can be used to do so are described in U.S. Ser. No. 
12/778,312, filed May 12, 2010 and titled “System and 
Method for Detecting and Measuring Uplink Traffic in Signal 
Repeating Systems.” 

In some aspects, a base station router 14 can determine a 
location of a specific wireless device within the environment 
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10 
in which the DAS 10 is deployed. The base station router 14 
can communicate with one of the base stations 12a-n to 
determine an identifier for the specific wireless device. For 
example, the configure engine 210 can configure the proces 
sor of the controller 108 to generate a request for such an 
identifier to be provided to a base station. An identifier for a 
wireless device can include any attributes of a communica 
tion link between a base station and a wireless device used to 
identify the wireless device. For example, the identifier can 
include the transmit and receive frequencies assigned to a 
wireless device used in frequency division multiple access 
schemes, a communication time slot assigned to the wireless 
device used in time division multiple access schemes, and/or 
a spreading code assigned to a wireless device in a code 
division multiple access scheme. 
The base station router 14 can determine a channel over 

which the specific wireless device is communicating. The 
channel can include a connection, such as a transmit and 
receive frequency or a band of transmit and receive frequen 
cies, over which a wireless device and a base station can 
communicate via the DAS. A sector of a base station received 
by a donor card of the base station router 14 can include the 
channel. The base station router 14 can determine a coverage 
Zone to which the channel is being provided by determining 
which sector includes the channel and which coverage Zone is 
receiving the sector. For example, the processor 202 can 
execute the configuration engine 210 to retrieve data describ 
ing the assignment of sectors to coverage Zones and the 
respective channels over which the respective sectors are 
provided to the coverage Zones. FIGS. 4 and 5 depict a model 
of the base station router 14 redistributing capacity among 
coverage Zones 16a-f. The base station router 14 can receive 
signals from base stations 12a-n corresponding to sectors 
302a-c. The base station router 14 can provide the sectors 
302a-c to the respective coverage Zones 16a-f. Each of the 
coverage Zones 16a-fcan include a Subset of the remote 
antenna units, depicted as darkened circles in FIGS. 4 and 5. 
of the DAS. Increasing the number of coverage Zones to 
which each of the sectors 302a-c is distributed can decrease 
the capacity density of the respective coverage Zones. The 
base station router 14 can redistribute capacity by changing 
which sectors 302a-care provided to which coverage Zones 
16a-fi respectively. 

FIG. 4 depicts the base station router 14, according to an 
initial configuration, providing sectors 302a-c to the coverage 
Zones 16a-f. The base station router 14 can be configured to 
communicate the signals of sector 302a to the coverage Zones 
16a-d, the signals of sector 302b to the coverage Zone 16e, 
and the signals of sector 302c to the coverage Zone 16f. The 
capacity of sector 302a is divided among the coverage Zones 
16a-d, while the entire capacity of sector 302b is provided to 
coverage Zone 16e and the entire capacity of sector 302c is 
provided to coverage Zone 16f. Accordingly, the capacity 
density of each of the coverage Zones 16a-d is less than the 
capacity density of each of the coverage Zones 16e-f 
The signals of a sector can be divided among the coverage 

Zones. For example, a first wireless device in the coverage 
Zone 16a may communicate using a first RF channel of sector 
302a and a second wireless device in the coverage Zone 16a 
may communicate using a second RF channel of sector 302a. 
The first and second RF channels of the sector 302a may be 
included in a common frequency band but be distributed to 
different coverage areas. 

For example, a DAS 10 may service a stadium and a park 
ing lot Surrounding the stadium, with the coverage Zones 
16a-d corresponding to different sections of the stadium and 
the coverage Zones 16e-fcorresponding to the parking lot. 
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Before an event hosted in the stadium begins, fewer wireless 
devices may be concentrated in the stadium than in the park 
ing lot. The coverage Zones 16a-d may therefore require less 
capacity than the coverage Zones 16e, 16f. Accordingly, the 
base station router 14 can be configured to provide the sector 
302a to the coverage Zones 16a-d, the sector 302b to coverage 
Zone 16e, and the sector 302c to coverage Zone 16f. Providing 
a single sector 302a to the coverage Zones 16a-d inside the 
stadium can provide Sufficient capacity density for each of the 
coverage Zones 16a-d. Providing the sectors 302b, 302c to the 
coverage Zone 16e inside the stadium can provide Sufficient 
capacity density for each of the coverage Zones 16a-d. 
The base station router 14 can be re-configured via the 

controller 108 in response to changes concentration of wire 
less devices in the respective coverage Zones. FIG. 5 depicts 
the base station router 14 providing sectors 302a-c to the 
coverage Zones 16a-faccording to a Subsequent configuration 
of the base station router 14. For example, if the DAS 10 
services a stadium and the Surrounding parking lot, more 
wireless devices will be concentrated inside the stadium than 
in the parking lot after an event begins. The base station router 
14 can be reconfigured such that the sector 302a is provided 
to the coverage Zone 16a, the sector 302b is provided to the 
coverage Zones 16b, 16c, and the sector 302a is provided to 
the coverage Zones 16d-f. The configuration of base station 
router 14 depicted in FIG. 5 thus increases the capacity den 
sity of the coverage Zones 16a-das compared to the configu 
ration of the base station router 14 depicted in FIG. 3. 

Although FIGS. 4 and 5 depict three sectors provided to six 
coverage Zones, multiple sectors can be provided to a single 
coverage Zone. For example, the signals of a first sector asso 
ciated with a first telecommunication system operator and the 
signals of a second sector associated with a second telecom 
munication system operator can be combined and distributed 
to the same coverage Zone or group of coverage Zones. The 
number of coverage Zones to which a base station router 
distributes sectors can be greater than or equal to the number 
of sectors distributed by the base station router. 

FIG. 6 depicts an aspect of a DAS 10" that includes a base 
station router 14a in communication with other base station 
routers 14b, 14c. The interconnected base station routers 
14a-c can communicate via any Suitable communication 
medium, Such as (but not limited to) copper cable or optical 
link. The base station router 14a can provide the sectors 
received by the base station router 14a to the base station 
routers 14b, 14c. The sectors can be provided as digital data 
streams. By providing digital data streams to the base station 
routers 14b, 14c representing the sectors received by the base 
station router 14a, the DAS 10" can be expanded to provide 
coverage to a larger environment without requiring additional 
connections between the base stations 12a-n and the base 
station routers 14b, 14c. 

FIG.7 depicts an example base station router 14 having an 
output section 103' that includes one or more base station 
router interface cards 402a-n. The base station router 14' can 
communicate with other base station routers via the base 
station router interface cards 402a-n. The base station router 
14' can either provide sectors to coverage Zones via the Zone 
interface cards 106a-n or provide sectors to other base station 
routers via one or more base station router interface cards 
402a-n. Examples of the base station router interface cards 
402a-n can include copper or optical interface cards. 

In additional or alternative aspects, a base station router can 
include a spectrum analyzer. FIG. 8 depicts an example base 
station router 14" having a spectrum analyzer 502 that can 
analyze uplink and downlink signals. In some aspects, the 
spectrum analyzer 502 can be a separate device disposed in 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

12 
the base station router 14", as depicted in FIG. 8. In other 
aspects, the spectrum analyzer 502 can be disposed in one or 
more of the donor interface cards 102a-n, the backplane 104, 
and/or the Zone interface cards 106a-n. 
The spectrum analyzer 502 can determine the frequencies 

of the component signals included in the uplink and downlink 
signals. The spectrum analyzer 502 can store data represent 
ing the spectrum of uplink and downlink signals in a memory. 
The memory can be the memory 208 of the controller 108 or 
an external memory device accessible by the controller 108 
via the I/O interface 208. The controller 108 can use the 
spectrum of the uplink and downlink signals for additional 
processing of the uplink and downlink signals. Additional 
processing can include determining the frequencies being 
used in a respective coverage Zone. The controller 108 can use 
data describing the frequencies in the respective coverage 
Zones to determine whether to redistribute the capacity of the 
DAS. Additional processing can also include identifying spu 
rious signals or other undesirable signals, such as noise recov 
ered by the remote antenna units that can distort uplink sig 
nals, that can be removed or otherwise filtered using 
programmable band pass filters disposed in the base station 
rOuter. 

In additional or alternative aspects, each of the Zone inter 
face cards 106a-n can include one or more reference receiver 
inputs. FIG. 9 depicts a block diagram of the base station 
router 14 having Zone interface card 106 with a reference 
receiver input 602. 
The Zone interface card 106' can communicate via the 

reference receiver input 602 with a detection device 604 
communicatively coupled to each of the remote antenna units 
included in a coverage Zone, such as the remote antenna units 
16a-c of the coverage Zone 16a. In some aspects, the detec 
tion device 604 can be a switch matrix that can allow a 
connection to the signals of individual remote antenna units 
prior to the signals being combined. 
By communicating via the reference receiver input 602 

with a detection device 604, the base station router 14 can 
detect the geographic location of a particular wireless device 
in a coverage Zone of the DAS 10. The detection device 604 
can determine the RSSI of an uplink signal from the wireless 
device at each remote antenna unit. The base station router 14 
can communicate with the detection device 604 to identify 
which remote antenna unit receives the uplink signal at the 
strongest RSSI. The base station router 14 can determine that 
the remote antenna unit receiving the uplink signal at the 
strongest RSSI is the remote antenna unit associated with the 
wireless device. The processor 202 of the controller 108 base 
station router 14 can access a data file stored in the memory 
204. The data file can include data describing the geographi 
cal location of each remote antenna unit. The processor 202 
can determine the geographical location of the wireless 
device from the data file based on the geographical location of 
the remote antenna unit that is associated with the wireless 
device. 
The reference receiver input 602 can also provide an output 

monitoring function for RF or laser pre-distortion. The base 
station router 14 can provide an identifier for a wireless 
device. Such as a timeslot or spreading code, to the detection 
device 604 via the reference receiver input 604 of the Zone 
interface card associated with the Zone to which the channel 
is being provided. The detection device 604 can determine 
which of the remote antenna units receives uplink signals 
according to the attributes specified in the identifier for the 
wireless device. Such as the time slot or spreading code. 

Although a single Zone interface card 106" is depicted in 
FIG. 9, the base station router 14 can include any number of 
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Zone interface cards. Although the Zone interface card 106" is 
depicted as having a single reference receiver input 602, the 
Zone interface card 106' can include any number of receiver 
inputs. 
The foregoing description, including illustrated examples, 

of the invention has been presented only for the purpose of 
illustration and description and is not intended to be exhaus 
tive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. 
Numerous modifications, adaptations, and uses thereof will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art without departing from 
the scope of this invention. Aspects and features from each 
example disclosed can be combined with any other example. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A base station router configured for being disposed in a 

distributed antenna system, the base station router compris 
ing: 

a first interface device configured for receiving sectors 
from a base station, each sector comprising a plurality of 
communication channels to be radiated to mobile 
devices in coverage Zones managed by the base station 
router and representing an amount of telecommunica 
tion capacity for communicating information between 
the mobile devices and the base station; 

digital signal processing circuitry configured for managing 
an availability of the sectors for the coverage Zones; 

a second interface device configured for communicating 
with a remote base station router configured for manag 
ing an additional availability of additional sectors for 
remote coverage Zones; and 

a controller configured for: 
redistributing the availability of at least one sector from 

a first coverage Zone of the coverage Zones managed 
by the base station router to a second coverage Zone of 
the coverage Zones managed by the base station 
router, and 

redistributing, via the second interface device, the avail 
ability of at least one additional sector from the 
received sectors between at least one of the coverage 
Zones managed by the base station router and at least 
one of the remote coverage Zones managed by the 
remote base station router, wherein redistributing the 
availability of the at least one additional sector 
decreases a capacity density of at least one coverage 
Zone managed by the base station router and increases 
a capacity density of at least one remote coverage 
Zone managed by the remote base station router. 

2. The base station router of claim 1, wherein each com 
munication channel corresponds to a signal configured for 
carrying data. 

3. The base station router of claim 1, wherein the plurality 
of communication channels comprises a plurality of RF chan 
nels. 

4. The base station router of claim 1, wherein the plurality 
of communication channels comprises a plurality of digital 
signals, wherein each digital signal represents an RF channel. 

5. The base station router of claim 1, wherein redistributing 
the availability of the at least one sector comprises increasing 
the number of communication channels provided to a first 
remote antenna unit in the first coverage Zone and decreasing 
the number of communication channels provided to a second 
remote antenna unit in the second coverage Zone. 

6. The base station router of claim 1, wherein the controller 
is further configured for executing a scheduling algorithm 
outputting a traffic indicator and redistributing the availability 
of the at least one sector from the first coverage Zone to the 
second coverage Zone in response to the traffic indicator, 
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14 
wherein the traffic indicator comprises a schedule indicator 
stored in a tangible memory device. 

7. The base station router of claim 1, wherein the controller 
is further configured for identifying a spectrum of signals in 
the first coverage Zone and the second coverage Zone, deter 
mining a traffic indicator based on the spectrum of signals, 
and redistributing the availability of the at least one sector 
from the first coverage Zone to the second coverage Zone in 
response to the traffic indicator, wherein the traffic indicator 
comprises a quantity of mobile devices in each coverage 
ZO. 

8. The base station router of claim 1, further comprising: 
an interface module configured for transforming signals 

associated with a plurality of sectors into digital data 
Streams; 

wherein the digital signal processing circuitry is further 
configured for: 
combining a first Subset of the digital data streams asso 

ciated with a first sector into a first combined digital 
data stream; 

combining a second Subset of the digital data streams 
associated with a second sector into a second com 
bined digital data stream; and 

providing the first combined digital data stream and the 
second combined digital data stream to a first Zone 
interface card configured for communicating with a 
first remote antenna unit in the first coverage Zone and 
a second Zone interface card configured for commu 
nicating with a second remote antenna unit in the 
second coverage Zone. 

9. A distributed antenna system, comprising: 
a first remote antenna unit configured for wirelessly com 

municating with mobile devices located in a first cover 
age Zone; 

a second remote antenna unit configured for wirelessly 
communicating with mobile devices located in a second 
coverage Zone; 

a base station router configured for receiving a sector from 
a base station and distributing an availability of the Sec 
torto the first remote antenna unit and the second remote 
antenna unit, the sector comprising a plurality of com 
munication channels and representing an amount of tele 
communication capacity; and 

a remote base station router configured for managing an 
availability of additional sectors for remote coverage 
ZOneS, 

wherein the base station router is further configured for redis 
tributing the availability of at least one additional sector 
between at least one of the first and second coverage Zones 
managed by the base station router and at least one of the 
remote coverage Zones managed by the remote base station 
router, wherein redistributing the availability of the at least 
one additional sector decreases a capacity density of at least 
one of the first and second coverage Zones managed by the 
base station router and increases a capacity density of at least 
one remote coverage Zone managed by the remote base sta 
tion router. 

10. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein 
each communication channel corresponds to a signal config 
ured for carrying data. 

11. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of communication channels comprises a plurality of 
RF channels. 

12. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of communication channels comprises a plurality of 
digital signals, wherein each digital signal represents an RF 
channel. 
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13. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein 
redistributing the availability of at least one sector comprises 
increasing the number of communication channels provided 
to the first remote antenna unit and decreasing the number of 
communication channels provided to the second remote 5 
antenna unit. 

14. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein the 
base station router is further configured for executing a sched 
uling algorithm outputting a traffic indicator and redistribut 
ing the availability of an additional sector from the first cov- 10 
erage Zone to the second coverage Zone in response to a traffic 
indicator, wherein the traffic indicator comprises a schedule 
indicator stored in a tangible memory device. 

15. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, wherein the 
base station router is further configured for: 15 

identifying a spectrum of signals in the first coverage Zone 
and the second coverage Zone: 

determining a traffic indicator based on the spectrum of 
signals; and 

redistributing the availability of the at least one sector from 
the first coverage Zone to the second coverage Zone in 
response to a traffic indicator, wherein the traffic indica 
tor comprises a quantity of mobile devices in each cov 
erage Zone. 

16. The distributed antenna system of claim 9, further 25 
comprising: 

a plurality of remote antenna units in the first coverage 
Zone; and 

a detection device configured for communicating with a 
remote antenna unit and detecting a received signal 
strength indicator associated with an uplink signal trans 
mitted by an identified mobile device: 

wherein the base station router comprises a Zone interface 
card configured for communicating with the detection 
device via a reference receiver input and is configured 
for determining a geographic location of the identified 
mobile device based on the respective signal strength of 
the received signal strength indicator. 

17. A method, comprising: 
distributing, by a base station router, an availability of a 40 

sector received from a base station to a first coverage 
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Zone, the sector comprising a plurality of communica 
tion channels and representing an amount of telecom 
munication capacity; 

redistributing, by the base station router, the availability of 
the sector from the first coverage Zone to a second cov 
erage Zone; and 

redistributing, by the base station router, an additional 
availability of at least one additional sector received 
from the base station between at least one of the cover 
age Zones managed by the base station router and at least 
one remote coverage Zone managed by a remote base 
station router, wherein redistributing the availability of 
the at least one additional sector decreases a capacity 
density of at least one coverage Zone managed by the 
base station router and increases a capacity density of 
the at least one remote coverage Zone managed by the 
remote base station router. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein redistributing the 
availability of at least one sector comprises increasing the 
number of communication channels provided to a first remote 
antenna unit in the first coverage Zone and decreasing the 
number of communication channels provided to a second 
remote antenna unit in the second coverage Zone. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising detecting a 
traffic indicator by executing a scheduling algorithm output 
ting the traffic indicator; and 

redistributing the availability of the sector from the first 
coverage Zone to the second coverage Zone in response 
to detecting the traffic indicator, wherein the traffic indi 
cator comprises a schedule indicator stored in a tangible 
memory device. 

20. The method of claim 17, further comprising redistrib 
uting the availability of the sector from the first coverage Zone 
to the second coverage Zone in response to detecting a traffic 
indicator, wherein detecting the traffic indicator comprises: 

identifying a spectrum of signals in the first coverage Zone 
and the second coverage Zone; and 

determining the traffic indicator based on the spectrum of 
signals, wherein the traffic indicator comprises a quan 
tity of mobile devices in each coverage Zone. 




