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annel catfish » (1820) : a large black-spotted catfish (Jetalurus punc-
45) that is an important freshwater food fish of the U.S. and Canada
called also channel cat
san.nelser \'cha-n®l-ar\ 7 (1987) : a person who conveys thoughts or
rgy from a source believed to be outside the person’s body or con-
ous mind; specif : one who speaks for nonphysical beings or spirits
sran.nel-ize \'cha-n®l-;iz\ v -ized; -iz.ing (1609) 1: CHANNEL 1,2 2
¢ %3 straighten by means of a channel {~ a stream) — chan.neli.za-
» a1 \,cha-n’l-a-'zd-shan\ n
“zannel surfing » (1988) : the act or practice of scanning through tele-
o0 programs usu, by use of a'remote control to find something of
srest — channel surf vi — channel surfer
son \shd"-'s6™ n; p/ chanssons \-'s6*(2)\ [F, fr. L cartion-, cantio,
nere] (1602) : SONG; specif : a music-hall or cabaret song
on de geste \-d>-‘zhest\ 1, p/'chansons de geste \same\ [F, lit.,
¢ of heroic deeds] (1868) : any of several Old French epic poems of
ilth to the 13th centuries
z-sonsnier \,;shi®-sd-'nyi\ n [F, fr. chanson] (1887) : a writer or sing-
»f{ chansons; esp 1 a cabaret singer
t \'chant\ vb [ME chaunten, fr. MF chanter, fr. L 'cantare, freq. of
¢ 10 sing; akin to OE hana rooster, Olr canid he sings] v (14c) 1
ake melodic sounds with the voice; esp : to sing achant 2 : to re-
1 a monotonous repetitive tone ~ vt 1: to utter as in chanting .2
zlebrate or praise in song or chant
at n (1671) 1:SONG 2 a: PLAINSONG b : a rhythmic monoto-
@ utterance or song ¢ :a composition for chanting
zt-er \'chan-tar\ n (J4¢) 1 : one that chants: a : CHORISTER . b
TOR 2 : the chief singer in a chantry 3 : the reed pipe of a bag-
with finger holes on which the melody is played
~te-relle \;shan-to-"rel, ,shdn-\ n [F] (1775) : a fragrant edible mush-
=z (Cantharellus cibarius) of rich yellow color

teuse \shan-'tiiz, shi®"ta(r)z\ », pl chan-teuses \-'tiiz, 'tu-z:;z,

- “ta(r)-zoz\ [F, fem. of chanteur singer, fr. chanter] (1888) :
who is-a concert or nightclub singer
~tey or chansty ‘\'shan-té, 'chan-\ n, p! chanteys or chanties
i, 0}{ F chanter] (1856) :
ork

a song sung by sailors in rhythm with

w-ti-cleer \,chan-ta-'klir, ,shan-\ n [ME Chantecleer, rooster in verse
es, fr. OF Chantecler, rooster in the Roman de Renart] (14¢)
ER
tilly lace \shan-'ti-lé-\ n [Chantilly, France] (1848) : a delicate
=n, or synthetic lace having a six-sided mesh ground and a floral
tied design — called also Chantilly
Ty V'chan-tré\ n, p/ chantries [ME chanterie, fr. MF, singing, fr.
-1i14c) 1:anendowment for the chanting of masses commonly
founder 2:a chapel endowed by a chantry
ah \'kéd-na-ko, 'hid-\ var of HANUKKAH
d-as\ n [L; fr. Gk — more at GUM] (15¢) 1 obs : CHASM,
2 a often cap : a state of things in which-chance is supreme; esp
fused unorganized state of primordial matter before the cre-
inct forms — compare COsMOs b : the inherent unpre-
v in the behavior of a natural system (as the-atmosphere, boil-
=1, or the beating heart) 3 a: a state of utter confusion b : a
mass or mixture {a ~ of television antenna.s) — chasotiic
<\ adj — chasoteiscal-ly \-ti-k(a-)Ie\ adv
hap\ # (14c) : a crack in or a sore roughening of the skin
v exposure to wind or cold
# chapped; chap-ping [ME chappen; akin to MD cappen to cut
(15¢) : to open in cracks, slifs, or chinks; also : to become
roughened, or reddened esp. by the action of wind or cold
flen ~ in winter) ~~ ¥ : to cause to chap {wind-chapped lips)
p, 'chap\ # [origin unknown] (1555) 1 a : the fleshy cover-
3 faws also v JAW — usu. used in pl. <a wolfs ~s> 2 : the
of the face — usu, used in pl. )
hort for chapman] (1716) 1 FELLOW 4¢c 2 Southern & Mid-
BY, CHILD
ra:jos or chap-a-re-jos \;sha-pa-'ra-(,)ds, -'ri-\ n p/ [modif. of
sraparreras, fr. chaparro] (1887) 1 CHAPS
«ral \;sha-pa-'ral, -‘rel\ n [Sp, fr. chaparro dwarf evergreen oak,
txapar] (1845) 1: a thicket of dwarf evergreen oaks; broad-
w2 impenetrable thicket of shrubs or dwarf trees 2 : an eco-
pmmunity composed of shmbby plants adapted to dry sum-
moist winters that occurs ¢sp, in southern California
cock » (1853) : ROADRUNNER — called also chaparral bird
iso chap.pa-ti \cha-'pi-t&\ n, p! ch tis also tis
7] (1810) : a round flat unleavened bread. of India that is
{ whole wheat flour and cooked on a griddle
y'chap-buk\ # [chapman + book] (1798): a small book con-
iads, poems, tales, or tracts
. ‘chap\ n [ME, scabbard, fr. MF, cape, fr. LL cappa] (14c)
mounting or trimming of a scabbard or sheath
sha-'pd, sho-\ n, pl cha.peaus \-*p6z\ or cha.-peaux \-'pa(z)\
¥ chapel — more at CHAPLET} (1523) : HAT
‘wha-pal\ n [ME, fr. OF chapele, {r. ML cappella, fr. dim; of LL
. fr. the cloak of St. Martin of Tours preserved as a sacred
«hapel built for that purpose] (13¢) 1: a subordinate or pri-
worship: as a : a place of worship serving a residence or
b : a-small house of ‘worship: usu. associated with-a-main
£ : a room or recess in a church for meditation and prayer or
us services 2 : a place of worship used. by a.Christian
7 than an established church "3 a choir of:singers -belong-
apel 4 : a chapel service or assembly.at a school or-college
ation of the employees in a printing office- 6a: FU‘NERAL
a room for funeral services in-a funeral home
#ase {1538) : a: chapel or dependent church built to accom-
#xpanding parish
ar chap-er-one \'sha-ps-;ron\ n:[F chaperon, iit., hood, fr.
svering, fr. chape] (1720): 1::.a person (as a matron) who
¥ accompanies one-or more:young unmarried women in
mixed company 2:: an older:person who ‘accompanies
« at a social gathering to ensure proper behavior; broadly
d to ensure proper behavior

191

2chaperon or chaperone vb -oned; ~on-ing vz (1796) 1: ESCORT 2:to
act as chaperon to or for ~ vi : toactasa chaperon — chap-er.on.age
\-ro-nij\'n

chap-fall-en \'chap-,f6-lon, 'chip-\ adi (1598) - ‘1 : having the lower jaw
hanging loosely - 2 : cast down in spirit :: DEPRESSED

chapeister \'cha-pa-tor\ n [ME chapitre, fr. MF, alter. of OF chapitle, fr.
L capitulum, lit., little head] (15¢) : the capital of a column

chap-lain \'cha-plon\ n [ME chapelain, fr. OF, fr. ML cappellanus, fr.
cappella] (14c) 1:aclergyman in charge of a chapel 2 :a clergyman
officially attached to:a branch of the military, to an institution, or to a
family or court 3 : a person chosen to conduct religious exercises (as
at a meeting of a clubor society) 4:a cler%yman appomted to assist a
bishop (as at a liturgical function) — chap-lain.cy \-sé\ »

chap-let \'chap-lot\ n [ME chapelet, fr. MF, fr. OF, dim. of chapel hat
garland, fr. ML cappellus head covering, fr. 'LL cappal (14c) 1
wreath to be worn on the head 2 a: a string of beads b : a part of a
rosary:.comprising five decades 3 : a:small molding carved with small
decorative forms — chap-let.ed \-Is-tad\ adj

chap.man \'chap-man\ n [ME, fr. OE céapman, fr.céap trade + man —
more at CHEAP] (bef. 12¢) 1 archaic : MERCHANT, TRADER: 2 Brit
: PEDDLER

chaps \'shaps, 'chaps\ # p/ [modif: of MexSp chaparreras]
(1844) : leather leggings joined by a belt or lacing, often
having flared outer flaps, and worn over the trousers (as
by western ranch hands)

chap-ter \'chap-tar\ n [ME chapitre, fr. OF, fr. LL capitu-
lum division of a book & ML, meeting place of canons, fr.
L., dim. of capit-, caput head — more at HEAD} (13¢) la
+ a main-division-of a book ' b : something resembling a
chapter in being a significant specified unit {a new ~ in
my life} 2 a:aregular meeting of the canons of a cathe-
dral or collegiate church or of the members of ‘a religious
house - b : the bady of canons of a cathedral or collegiate
church 3 : a local branch of an organization

chapter and verse »n:(1628) 1 : the exact reference or
source of information. or justification for an assertion
{clinched their arguments by citing chapter and verse —J.
M. Burns) 2 : full precise information or detail {can
give chapter and verse on the effects of diverting defense
E ending —Horace Sutton) — chapter and verse ady

ar \'chir\ n, p/ char or chars [origin unknown] (1662)

: any of a genus (Salvelinus) of small-scaled trouts with
light-colored spots

2char vb charred; char.-ring [charcoal] vt (1679) - 1: to convert to char=
coal or carbon usu. by heat : BURN 2 : to burn slightly or partly
+ SCORCH <(the fire charred the beams) ~ vi : to become charred

3char 7 (1879) : a charred substance : CHARCOAL; specif : a combustible
residue remaining after the destructive distillation of coal

‘char vi charred; char-ring [chanvoman] (1732) : to work as a cleaning
woman

Schar n [by shortening] (1906) Brif : CHARWOMAN

char.a.banc \'shar-a-,ban; -,bdn\ n [F char & bancs, lit.,
benches] (1914) Briz : a sight-seeing motor coach

char.a.cin \'kar-5-san\ n [altim, fr. Gk charak-, charax pointed stake, a
fish] (1882) : any of a family (Characidae) of usu. small brightly col-
ored tropical freshwater fishes that includes many aquarium fishes —
characin adj

!char.acster \'kar-ik-tor\ n [ME caracter, fr. MF caractére, fr. L charac-
rer mark, distinctive quality, fr. Gk charaktér, fr. charassein to scratch,
engrave; perh. akinto Lith Zeyfi to scratch] (14c) 1a:a conventional-
ized graphic device placéd on an object as an indication of ownership,
origin, or relationship b : a graphic symbol (as a hieroglyph or alpha-
bet letter) used in writing or printing ¢ : a magical or astrological em-
blem d': ALPHABET e (1) : WRITING, PRINTING (2) : style of writing
or printing” (3): CIPHER f : a symbol (as a letter or number) that rep-~
resents information; also : a representation of such a character that
may be accepted by a computer 2 a': one of the attributes or features
that make up and distinguish an individual b (1) : a feature used to
separate distinguishable things into categories; also : a group or kind so
separated {advertising of a very primitive ~) (2) : the detectable ex-
pression of the action of a gene or group of genes * (3) : the aggregate
of distinctive qualities characteristic of a breed, strain, or type {a wine
of great ~) ¢ : the complex of‘mental and ethical traits marking and
often individualizing a person, group, or nation d : main or essential
nature esp. as strongly marked and serving to distinguish {excess sew-
age gradually changed the ~ of the lake) '3 : POSITION, CAPACITY <his
~~ as a town official) 4: REFERENCE 4b ‘5 : REPUTATION 6 : moral
excellence and firmness {a man of sound ~> 7a: a person marked
by notable or conspicuous traits {quite a ~> b : one of the persons of
a drama or novel ¢ : the personality or part which an actor recreates
d : characterization esp. in drama or fiction e : PERSON, INDIVIDUAL
(some ~- just'stole her purse) 8 : a short literary’ cl\etch of the quali-
ties of a social type syn See DISPOSITION, QUALITY, TYPE — char.ac-
ter-léss \-las\ adj — in character : in accord with a person’s usual
qualities or traits — out of character : not in accord with a person’s
usual qualities or traits

2character v/ (1591) 1 archaic : ENGRAVE, INSCRIBE 2 a archaic
: REPRESENT, PORTRAY b : CHARACTERIZE

*character adj (1893} 1: capable of portraying an unusual or eccentric
personalxty often markedly different from the player {a ~ actor) 2
: requiring the ‘qualities of a character actor {a ~ role)

character assassination » (1949) : the slandering of a person usu. with
the intention of destroying public confidence in that person

char.ac.ter-ful \'kar-ik-tor-fs1\ adj (1901) 1 : markedly expressive of
character {a ~ face) 2 : marked by character {a ~ decision)

‘char.ac.tersisstic \\kar-ik-ta-*ris-tik\ » (1664) 1.: a distinguishing trait,
quality, or property 2 : the integral part of 2 common logarithm 3

channel catfish e characteristic

wagon with

\a\ abut \°\'kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ash \a\.ace \&\ mop, mar
\afl\ out \ch) chin \e\ bet’ \&\easy \g\go '\i\hit' \i\ice \j\job
\n\ sing \6\ go \O\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \i:\ foot
A\ yet \zh\ vision \4, k, ?, oe, G, e, &, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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g <their gossip ~s herd 2.: to be offensive to {abstract art ~is
~~vi 1 to give displeasure {behavior calculated to ~)
.sure \(;)dis-’ple-zhar, -'pla-\n (15¢) 11 the feeling of one that
jeased i DISFAVOR = 2 DISCOMFORT; UNHAPPINESS - 3 archaic
SFENSE, INTURY
e \di-'splod\ vb dis-plod.ed; dis-plod-ing [L displodere, fr. dis-
dzehre t{) clap, applaud] (1667) archaic.: EXPLODE — dis+plossion
an\ 7
rt \di-'sport, ~'sport\ n (14c) archaic : SPORT, PASTIME
ort vb [ME, fr. MF desporter, fr. des- dis-+ porter to carry, fr. Lpor-
more:at-FARE] vf (14c) - 1. DIVERT; AMUSE .2 : DISPLAY ~ Vi
amuse-oneself in light or lively fashion:: FROLIC — dis-port-ment

romptness and efficiency in
~) Syn see HASTE
I c.arrying paj

pers

selling [ME, fr. L dispellere, {
eLT) (15¢) « to drive away by oz
nor): .syn see SCATTER

1.(1649) : capable of being dispex:
iJsa-'biclo-té\ n

. pl -ries (1699) : a place where
at is dispensed

spen-\ n-(14c) - La s a general
system of revealed commands
<. b ra particular arrangemes
ture: 2 a:: an exemption from z
ath. - b.: a formal authorization
ring dispensed or distributed —

\n
s.able \di-'sp5-za-bal\ adj (1643) 1 : subject to or available for
sal; specif : Temaining to an individual after deduction of taxes
ncome) - 2:: designed to be used ‘once and then thrown away L
rs) — disspos-abildity \-,sp0-za-'bi-1>-té\ n
sable/nn (1963) : something that is disposable
«al \di-'spd-zal\ 77 (1630) - ‘1': the power or-authority to dispose or
use of as‘one chooses the car was at my 2 : the act or pro-
f disposing: as' a : orderly placement or distribution ‘b : REGU-
N; ADMINISTRATION ¢-: the act or action of presenting or be-
2 something {~ of favors) 'd:: systematic destruction; -esp
ction or transformation of garbage. -3 [garbage disposal unit] : 2
{sed:to reduce waste matter (as by grinding)
\di-'sp5z\ vb dis-posed; dis-pos-ing [ME, fr. MF disposer, fr.
rmoneéreto-arrange (perf. indic: disposui), fr. dis- + ponere to put —
at POSITION] v (14c) 1 : to'give atendency to : INCLINE {faulty
ws one to-sickness). 2 a: to put in place : set in readiness : AR-
£ (disposing troops for withdrawal> ‘b obs : REGULATE ¢ : BE-
~~ i1 to settle a-matter finally.. 2 obs ::to come to terms - syn
SCLINE — dis-pos+er:n — dispose.of -1 : to place, distribute, or
e esp.in.an orderly way...2a : to transfer to the control of anoth-
osing of personal property to a total stranger) <b-(1) : to get rid
w to dispose of toxic waste) (2) :to-deal with conclusively {dis-
of the matter efficiently) g
7:(1590) 1obs-: DISPOSAL :2'0bs a : DISPOSITION b ¢ DE-~
OR
si-tion \,dis:pa-'zi-shan\ n-[ME, fr. MF, fr. L disposition-, disposi-
disponere] (14c) 1 : the act.or the power of disposing or the
being disposed: as & : ADMINISTRATION, CONTROL.-h:: final
.cement ;: SETTLEMENT {the ~ of the case) ¢ ( 1) : transfer to the
or possession . of another . (2) : the power of such transferal .:d
y arrangement .2 a : prevailing.tendency, mood, or inclination
=mperamental makeup . ¢.: the tendency. of somet ing to:act in.a
manner under given circumstances — dis-po-sistion.al \-'zish-
sha-n’I\ adi .
ISPOSITION, TEMPERAMENT, TEMPER, CHARACTER, PERSONALI-
the dominant quality or-qualities distinguishing a person or
ISPOSITION implies customary moods and attitude toward the
und one (a cheerful disposition). TEMPERAMENT implies a pat-
ofinnate characteristics associated with one's specific physical
==rvous organization <an artistic temperament). TEMPER implies
zaalities acquired through experience that determine how:a per-
group'meets difficulties or handles situations <a resilient tem-
CHARACTER applies to the aggregate of moral qualities by which
n'is judged apart from intelligence, competence, or special tal-
trength of character). PERSONALITY applies to an aggregate of
that.distinguish one as.a person {a somber personality).
j.tive \di-'spa-za-tiv\ adj (1613).: directed toward.or effecting
ion (as of a case) {~ evidence)
\dis-pa-‘zes also -'ses\ vt [MF despossesser, fr. des- dis- +
to. possess] (1555) ::to put out of possession or occupancy
the nobles of their land) — dis.pos-session \-‘ze-shon also
— disspos-sesssor \-'ze-sor also -'se-\ n
sessed adj (15¢) : deprived of homes, possessions, and security
e\d G-zhar\ 7 (1569).archaic : DISPOSAL, DISPOSITION
\(y)dis-'praz\ vt [ME dispraisen, fr. MF despreisier, fr. OF, fr.
+ preisier to praise] (13c) : to comment on with disapproval or
— dispraise 2 — dis-prais-er n — dis-prais-ing-ly \-'pra-zin-

/]
=&, -tor-\ a1, pl -xies (1566) : a m=

sed; dis-pens-ing [ME, fr. ML
distribute, fr. dis- + pensare to &
:— more-at SPIN] v£:(14c) 1=
ER ¢~ justice) 2 : to give dis
ind distribute (medication) ~ s
see DISTRIBUTE — dispense wit
gwith the usual introduction)
xch a large staff)

one that dispenses: as -atac
ut in convenient units b :aus

andise

= DEPOPULATE
- the-act. or result of dispersing:
sding of organisms from one p!

{1)-:.a dispersing agent; esp : 8
an:and stabilization of a dispe;
ersant adj .
i dis.pers.ing [ME dysparsen, {
ispergere to scatter, fr. dis- + sp
4c)::1a to cause to break up <p:
15e-to become spread widely ¢
unlight dispersing the mist) 2 :
d.or constant source: as a ar:
i light) to-dispersion 1 to distri
venly throughout a medium ~
{the crowd dispersed on requesty
\TE, VANISH (the fog dispersed t
is.persed.ly \-'spar-sad-1¢, -'sparz:
dble \-'spar-sa-bal\ adj
.n:(14c) 1cap : DIASPORA 1a
state of being dispersed . 3 : the
ncy -distribution from an averagz
lors by refraction or diffraction
yeseparation of radiation into ¢
arying characteristic (as energy,
system. consisting: of a dispersed
it.is-dispersed : COLLOID 2b
11677) -1 :-of or relating to disper
3falensy 2 :tending to disperss
vesness 1

¥ finely divided particles-of one

spirit] (1647) : to deprive of moral
— dispirsitredsly adv — dispir-ites

er. of despiteous] (1803) archaic

fr.. MF desplacer, fr. des- dis- + P
sm the usual or proper place; specy’
».or homeland b : to remove fror
Irive:out : BANISH 2.a: tOmove i
ig.object ~s water) b-.:to tak
ion) : SUPPLANT Syn see REPLACE

Adi-'spred\ vz (1590) : to spread abroad or out

A(dis-'priz\ vt [MF despriser, fr. OF despreisier} (15¢) archaic

ZRVALUE; SCORN

\(dis-'priaf\ 7 (15c) -1 : the action of disproving 2 : evi-

that disproves

por-tion \;dis-pra-*por-shan, -'por-\'n (1555) : lack of propor-

‘mmetry, or proper relation : DISPARITY; also : an instance of

L sparity, - disspro-por-tion-al \-shnsl, -sha-n*I\ adj

sortion ve (1593) : to. make out of proportion : MISMATCH

por-tionsate \-sh(a-)nat\ adj (1555) : being out of proportion {a

isspro-por-tion-ate.ly adv

" r-tion.ation \-por-sha-‘ni-shan, -por-\ n (ca. 1929) : the
srmation of a substance into two or more dissimilar substances

uitancous oxidation and reduction — dis-pro.por-tion.ate

Sa-nat, ~'por-\ vi

A()dis-"pritv\ v¢ [ME, fr. MF.desprover, fr. des- dis- + prover to

dc) s X(‘)i prove to be false or wrong : REFUTE — dis-prov.able

#:{1611) 1: the act or process of <
faced 2 a : the volume or weight =
vating body (as a ship) of equal w
nitial position of something (as a
ter position ¢ : the volume dispi
‘ngine) in a single stroke; also the
{stons in an internal combustion e
> redirection of an.emotion or impx
ea or person) to-another b the s
vior for what is usual or expected =
idaptive

danter, fr. des- dis- + planter to plan.
E.REMOVE 2.t SUPPLANT

{F despleer, desploier; lit., to unfola
to put-or spread before the. \_!iew {~
.ed great skill) ¢ :to exhibit ostex
ny 2o0bs: DESCRY ~ vi ‘lobs:
lisplay: (penguins ~ed and copula:
A-*spla-a-bal\ adj

a (1) : asetting or presentation of
~> (2) 1 aclear sign or evidence
+ ostentatious show ¢ : type; comp:
catch-the eye ‘d i an. eye-catch
ng is.exhibited e : anelectronic dex

i
pyii-t°nt, 'dis-pya-tont\ n (1593) : one that is engaged in

sa-tion \,dis-pya-"ti-shan\ n (14c) 1 : the action of disputing
s controversy {continuous ~ between them) (ideological ~s>
emic-exercise in oral defense of a thesis by formal logic
tious \-shas\ adj (1660) - 1a': inclined to dispute b : marked
station provoking debate : CONTROVERSIAL — dis-pu-ta-
‘wdy — dis.pustastious.-ness n

335

displeasure e -disseminule

{both sides disputed.the bridgehead) — dissput-able \di-'spyii-ta-bal,
vdis-pya-\ adj — dis-putably \-blé\ adv — dis-put-er n
2dis.pute \di-'spyiit, 'dis-pylit\ » (1608). L a : verbal controversy : DE-
BATE-- b : QUARREL.. 2 0bs : physical combat
dis.qual-i-fi-ca.tion \(;)dis- kwi-lo-fa-'ki-shon\ n (1714) 1 :something
that disqualifies or incapacitates . 2 : the act.of disqualifying : the state
of being disqualified {~ from office)
dis.qual-i-fy \(;)dis-"kwi-lo-fi\ v£ (1723) . 1: to deprive of the required
qualities, properties, or conditions : make-unfit. 2 :to deprive of -a
power, right, or privilege 3 : to make ineligible for a prize or for fur-
ther competition because.of violations of the rules :
dis.quan-tisty \(,)dis-'kwin-(t)a-t&\ v¢ (1605) obs : DIMINISH, LESSEN
tdis.qui-et \(,)dis-'kwi-at\ vz (ca. 1530) : to take away.the peace or tran-
quillity of : DISTURB, ALARM  syn see DISCOMPOSE ~— dis.qui-et-ing
adj — dis-qui-et-ing.ly \-'kwi-a-tin-1é\ ady
2disquiet n (1581) : lack of peace or tranquillity. : ANXIETY
disquiet adj (1587) archaic : UNEASY, DISQUIETED — dis.qui-et-ly adv
dis.qui-etude \()dis-'"kwi-a-,t(y)iid\ » (1709) : ANXIETY, AGITATION
dis.qui-si-tion \,dis-kwa-'zi-shan\ » [L disquisition-, disquisitio, fr. dis-
quirere to investigate, {r. dis- + quaerere to seek] (1647) :a formal in-
uiry into or discussion of a subject : DISCOURSE
dis-rate \(;)dis-'rat\ v (1811) : to reduce in rank : DEMOTE .
idis.re-gard \,dis-ri-'gird\ vz (1641) : to pay no attention to : treat as un-
worthy of regard or notice syn see NEGLECT
*disregard n (1665) : the act of disregarding : the state of being disre-
garded : NEGLECT —- dis.re.gard-ful \-fal\ adj
dis-re-lateed \,dis-ri-"la-tad\ adj (1894) : not related
dis.re-la.tion \-'la-shon\ 7 (1893) : lack of a fitting or proportionate
connection or relationship ;
tdis-rel-ish \(,)dis-'re-lish\ v¢ (1604) : to find unpalatable or distasteful
2disrelish n (ca. 1625) : lack of relish : DISTASTE, DISLIKE .
dis.resmem-ber \ dis-ri-'mem-bar\ v¢ (1815)-: FORGET
dis-re.pair \,dis-ri-'par, -'per\ n (1798) : the state of being'in need of re-
pair <a building fallen into ~)
dis-rep-u-ta-ble \(,)dis-'re-pys-to-bal\ adj (1772) : not reputable — dis-
rep.usta-bilsi-ty \(;)dis-re-pyo-to-'bi-lo-té\ 'n. — dis.rep.-u-ta-ble.ness
\()dis-'re:pya-ta-bal-nas\ 7 — dis-rep-ustasbly \-blé\ adv
dis-re.pute \dis-ri-*pyiit\ n (1653) ; lack or decline of good reputation
: a state of being held in low esteem syn see DISGRACE
1dise-re.spect \,dis-i-'speki\ vz (1614) : to have disrespect for
2disrespect n (1631) : lack of respect — dis-re-ﬂ)ect-hxl \-fal\ adj —
dis-re.spect.ful:ly \-fo-1é\ adv — dis-re.spect-ful-ness n
dis-re.spect.able \,dis-ri-'spek-ta-bal\ adj (1813)': not respectable —
dis.re.spect.abil.i-ty \-,;spek-ta-'bi-1a-te\ n
dis.robe \()dis-'rob\ vb [MF desrober, fr. des- dis- + robe garment, fr.
OF] vg‘ (1581) : to take off one’s clothing ~ v¢ : to strip of clothing or
covering
dissrupt \dis-'rapt\ v¢ [L. disruptus, pp. of disrumpere, fr. dis- + rumpere
to break — more at REAVE] (1817) 1a: to break apart : RUPTURE
: to throw into disorder {agitators trying to ~ the meeting 2 :'to in-
terrupt the normal course-or unity of — dis-ruptser » — dissrup.tion
\-'rop-shan\ #n — dis-rupstive \-'rap-tiv\ adj — dis-rupstive.ly adv —
dis-rup-tive-nessn
diss var of Dis
dis-satsis-fac-tion. \(;)di(s)-sa-tas-*fak-shan\ n (1640) : the quality or
state of being dissatisfied : DISCONTENT
dis-sat-is-fac-to-ry \-'fak-t(a-)ré\ adj (ca. 1610) : causing dissatisfaction
dis-sat.dis:fied \(,)di(s)-"sa-tas-,fid\ adj (1675) : expressing or showing
lack of satisfaction : not pleased or satisfied
dis.satisify \fi\ v¢ (1666) : to fail to satisfy : DISPLEASE
dis-save \(;)di(s)-"sav\'vi (1936) : to use savings for current expenses
dis-seat \(,)di(s)-'s&t\ vt (1612) archaic : UNSEAT
dis-sect \di-'sekt; +di-'sekt, +'di-\ vb [L dissectus, pp. of dissecare to cut
apart, fr. dis--+ secare to cut ~— more at SAW] v¢ (1607) 1 to separate
into pieces : expose the several parts of (asan animal) for scientific ex-
amination - 2 : to'analyze and interpret minutely ~ vi i to make a dis-
section syn see ANALYZE — disssecstor \-'sck-tar\
dis.sect-ed adj (1652) 1: cut deeply into fine lobes ¢a ~ leaf) 2 :di-
vided into-hills and ridges (as by gorges) {a ~ plateau)
dis.sect-ing microscope # (ca. 1897) :'a microscope with low magnifi-
cation
dis-secstion \di-‘sek-shon; +di-'sek-, +'di-\ 7 (1605) 1: the act or pro-
cess of dissecting : the state of being dissected 2 : an anatomical spec-
imen prepared by dissecting
dis.seise or dis-seize \(;)di(s)-"séz\ vt dis-seised or dis-seized; dis-seis-
ing or dis.seiz.ing [ME disseisen, fr. ML disseisiare & AF disseisir, f1.
OF dessaisir, fr. des- dis- + saisir to put in possession of — more at
SEIZE] (14c) : to deprive esp. wrongfully of seisin : DISPOSSESS — dis-
sei-sor \-'se-zar\ n
disssei-sin or dis-sei-zin \-'sé-z°n\ n [ME dysseysyne, fr. AF disseisine,
fr. OF dessaisine, fr. des- dis- + saisine seisin] (14¢) : the act of disseis-
ing : the state of being disseised
dis.sem.ble \di-'sem-bal\ v5 di bled; di: bling \-b(s-)lin\
[ME dissymblen, alter. of dissimulen, fr. MF dissinuder, fr. L dissimu-
Iare — more at DISSIMULATE] v¢ (15¢) 1:to hide under a false appear-
ance 2 :to put on the appearance of : SIMULATE ~~ i : to put on a
false appearance : conceal facts, intentions, or feelings under some pre-
tense — dis.sem+bler \-b(a-)lar\ 72
dis.sem-i-nate \di-'se-ma-,nit\ v¢ -nat-ed; -nat-ing [L disserminatus, pp.
of disseminare, fr. dis- + seminare to sow, fr, semin-, semen seed —
more-at SEMEN] (1603) 1 to spread abroad as though sowing seed
{~- ideas) 2 i to disperse thronghout — dis-semsi-na-tion \-,se-mo-
'ma-shan\ 7 —— dis-sem-i-na-tor \-'se-mo-na-tor\ n
dis-sem-i-nat.ed adj (1876) : widely dispersed in a tissue, organ, or the
entire body {~ gonococcal disease)
dis-sem-i-nule \di-'sem-a-,nyiil\ 7 (1904) : a part or organ (as a seed or
spore) of a plant that ensures propagation

spyiit\'vh dis:put-ed; dis-put-ing [ME, fr. OF desp -, fr.
-to discuss,:fr. dis-+ putare to think] vi (13c) : to engage in
===y DEBATE; esp i to argue irritably or with irritating persis-
~37 - 1-a : to make the subject of disputation < b : to:call into
¢her honesty was never disputed): 2 a : to struggle against
{disputed the advance of the invadersd b:to contend over

aporarily presents information in vis
jon- 2 :a pattern.of behavior exhib

ng-season

‘displ {r. MF desplaisir, modi
“dis- + placére to please — more
e disapproval or dislike of esp. by

\s\ abut \?\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \d&\ mop, mar
\aif\ out \ch\chin \e\bet \&\easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \i\ job
\n\ sing \6\ go \o\law \6i\ boy \th\thin \th\ the \ii\loot \u\ foot
W\ yet \zh\ vision \4, k, *, ce, &, w, &, "\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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890 plausibility e plea

plau.si-bilsisty \;plo-zo-'bi-la-te\ n, p! ~ties (1649) 1 : the quality or
state of being plausible 2 : something plausible
plau-sl-ble \*plé-zs-bal\ adj [L plausibilis worthy of applause, fr.
pp. of plaudere] (1565) 1 : superficially fair, reasonable, or
Valuable but often specious {a ~ pretext) 2 :superficially pleasing or
persuasive <a swindler . . ., then a quack, then a smooth, ~ gentleman
—R. W. Emerson) 3: appearmg worthy of behef (the argument was
both powerful and ~» — n— bly \-ble\ adv
plau-slve \'plo-ziv, -siv\ ad} [L plausus, pp.] (1600) 1 : manifesting
praise or approval 2 obs : PLEASING 3 archaic : SPECIOUS
iplay \'pla\ n [ME, fr. OE plega; akin to OE plegan to play, MD pleyen}
(bef. 12¢) 1 a : SWORDPLAY b archaic : GAME, SPORT: ¢ : the con-
duct, course, or action of a game d : a particular act or maneuverina
game: as (1) : the action during an attempt to advance the ball in foot-
ball (2): the action in which a piayer is put out in baseball e: the ac-
tion in which cards are played after bidding in a card game f : the
moving of a piece in a board game (as chess) g : one’s turn in a game
it's your ~> 2 a 0bs : SEXUAL INTERCOURSE b : amorous flirtation
: DALLIANCE 3 a: recreational activity; esp : the spontaneous activity
of children b : absence of serious or harmful intent : JEST (said it in
~> c¢:the act or an instance of playing on words or speech sounds d
: GAMING, GAMBLING 4 a (1) : an act, way, or-manner of proceeding
: MANEUVER <that was a ~ to get your fingerprints —Erle Stanley
Gardner) (2) : DEAL, VENTURE b (1) : OPERATION, ACTIVITY {other
motives surely come into ~~-—M. R. Cohen) (2) : brisk, fitful, or light
movement {the gem presented a dazzling ~ of colors) (3): free or
unimpeded motion (as of a part of a'machine); also : the length or mea-
sure of such motion (4) : scope or opportunity for-action 5 :empha-
sis or publicity esp. in the news media {wished the country received a
better ~ in the American press —Hugh MacLennan) 6: a move or
series of moves calculated to arouse friendly feelings — usu. used with
make {made a big ~ for the giri —Will Herman) 7 a : the stage rep-
resentation of an action or story b : a dramatic composition : DRAMA
syn see FUN — in play : in condition or position to be legitimately
played — out of play : not in play
Iplay vi (bef. 12¢) Ta :to engage in sport or recreation : FROLIC b: to
have sexual relations; esp : to have promiscuous or illicit sexual rela-
tions -~ ustt. used in the phrase play around ¢ (1) : to move aimlessly
about : TRIFLE (2) : to toy or fiddle around with something {~ed
with her food)> (3) : to deal or behave frivolously or mockingly : JEST
(4) : to deal in a light, speculative, or sportive manner (5) : to make
use of double meaning or of the similarity of sound of two words for
stylistic or humorous effect 2 a : to take advantage {~ing on fears)
b (1) : FLUTTER, FRISK (2) : to move or operate in a lively, irregular,
or intermittent manner- ¢ : to move or function freely within pre-
scribed limits ~ d : to produce a stream hoses ~ing on a fire) 3'a (1)
< to perform music {~ on aviolin) (2): to sound in performance {the
organ is ~ing)> (3) : to emit sounds {the radio is ~ingd> (4) : to re-
produce recorded sounds {a record is ~ing) b (1) : to act in a dra-
matic production (2) : SHOW, RUN {what’s ~ing at the theater) ¢
: 10 be suitable for dramatic performance d : to act with special con-
sideration so as to gain favor, approval, or sympathy {might ~ to pop-
ular prejudices to serve his political ends —V. L. Parrington) — often
used in the phrase play up to 4 a: to engage or take partin a game b
s to perform in a position in a specified manner <{the outfielders were
~ing deep) ¢ : to perform an action during one’s turn in a game d
: GAMBLE e (1) ¢ to behave or conduct oneself in a specified way (~
safe> (2): to feign a specified state or quality {~ dead) (3): totake
part in or -assent to some activity ;: COOPERATE {~ along with his
scheme> (4) : to act 50 as to prove advantageous to another — usu.
used in the phrase play into the hands of 5 : to gain approval : Go
OVER (her idea did not~ well) ~ vt 1a(1):toengage in or occupy
oneself with (~ baseball) (2) : to engage in (an activity) as a game
(3) : to deal with, handle, or manage (4) : EXPLOIT, MANIPULATE b
: to pretend to engage in the activities of {~ war) {children ~ing
house) ¢ (1): to amountto by one’s efforts {~ved an important role in
their success) (2} ¢ to perform or execute for amusement or to. de-
ceive or mock {~ a trick> (3) : WREAK {~ havoc) 2 a(l): toput
on a performance of (a play) (2) : to act in the character or part of
(3): to act or perform in {~ed leading theaters) b :to perform or act
the part of {~ the fool) 3 a (1): to contend against in or as if in a
game (2) : to use as a contestant in a game {the coach did not ~ him)
(3) : to perform the duties associated with (a certain position) {~ed
quarterback) (4) : to guard or move into position to defend against
{an opponent) in a specified manner b (1) : to wager in“a-game
: STAKE (2) : to make wagers on {~ the races) (3): to speculate on
or in' {~ the stock market) (4) : to operate on the basis of {~ a
hunch) ¢ : to put into action in a game; esp : to remove (a playing
card) from one’s hand and place usu. faceup on a table in one’s turn ei-
ther as part-of a scoring combination or as one’s contribution to a trick
d : to catch or pick up:(a batted ball) : FIELD {~~ed the ball bare=
handed) e : to direct the course of (as a ball) : HIT {~ed a wedge shot
to the green); also :to'cause (a ball or puck) to rebound {~ed the ball
off the backboard) 4 a : to perform (music)on an instrument {~ a
waltz) b : to perform music on {~ the violin) ¢ : to perform music
of (a certain composer) d (1) : to cause (as a radio or phonograph) to
emit sounds (2): to cause the recorded sound or image of (as a record
or a magnetic tape) to be reproduced ‘5 a :'WIELD, PLY ' b : to dis-
charge; fire, or set off with continuous effect {~ed the hose on the
burning building) ¢ : 1o cause to move or operate hghﬂy and irregu-
larly or mtermxttently d : to keep (a hooked fish) in action — play~
abil:i.ty \.pla—a—‘bl«la-te\ n — play:able \"pla-a-bal\ adi — play ball
: COOPERATE — play both emfs agamst the middle : to set opposing
mterests against each other to one’s own ultimate profit — play by ear
: to deal with something without previous planning or instructions —
play games : to try to hide the truth from someone by deceptive
means — play one’s cards : to act with the means available to one —
play possum : to pretend to be asleep or dead — play second fiddle
: to take a subordinate position ~— play the field : to date or have ro-
marmc connections with more than one person — play the game : to
act according to a code or set ‘of standards — play with fire : to do
something risky or dangerous -— play with oneself : MASTURBATE

pla.ya \'pli-o\ n [Sp, lit., beach, fr. LL plagia — more at PLAGE] (1854)
: the flat-floored bottom of an undrained desert basin that becomes at
times a shallow lake

play-act \'pla~akt\ vb [back-formation fr. playacting] vt (1901) : Act
oUT la ~ vi 1a:to take part in theatrical performances esp. as a pro-
fessional b : to make believe. 2 : to engage in theatrical or insincere
behavior — play-act-mg n

play-action pass n (1964) : a pass play in football in which the quarter-
back fakes a handoff before passing the ball — called also play-action

play-back \'pla-,bak\ »n (1929) : an act or instance of reproducing re-
corded sound or pictures often immediately after recording

pcliay back vt)(1949) to perform a playback of (a usu. recently recorded

isc or ta

play-bill \'pla-bil\ # (1616) : a bill advertising a play and usu. announc-
ing the cast

Playbill rrademark — used for a theater program

playbook \-,buk\ n (1535) 1: one or more plays in book form 2:a
notebook containing diagrammed football plays

play-boy \-boi\ 7 (1907) : a man who lives a life devoted chiefly to the
pursuit of pleasure

play~-by-play \'pla-bi-pla, \pla-bi-"\ adj (1931) 1 : being or givinga
running commentary on assports-event 2 : relating each event as it oc-
curs — play~-by-play n

play down v (1930): to attach little importance.to : MINIMIZB

played out adj (ca. 1859) 1:worn outorusedup 2 : tired out: SPENT

play-er \'pla-ar\ # (14¢) : one that plays: as a : a person who plays a
game b:MUSICIAN c¢:ACTOR d:adevice that reproduces recorded
material (as video images or music) from-a usu. specified medium ‘e
: one actively involved esp. in a competitive field or process : PARTICI-
PANT

player piano » (1907) : a piano containing a mechanism by which-it

lays automatically

play-felddow \'pla-fe-(,)lo\n (1513) : PLAYMATE

play.field \-feld\ n (1883) : a playground for outdoor athletics

play-ful \*pla-fal\ adj (13c) 1: full of play : FROLICSOME, SPORTIVE (a
~ kitten) 2 : HUMOROUS, JOCULAR — play-ful.ly \-fa-le\ ady ~—
ll)lay-ful-ness n

ay.girl \-,gar(-a)i\ n (1938) : a woman who lives a life devoted chiefly
to the pursuit of pleasure

play-go-er \-,gd(-a)r\ 7 (1822) : a person who frequently attends plays

play.ground \-,graund\ n (1794) 1: a piece of land used for and usu.
equipped with facilities for recreation -esp. by children 2 : an area
known or-suited for.activity of a specified sort-{a vacation ~»

play-house \-,haus\ n (bef. 12¢) 1 : THEATER - 2 : a small house for

children to play in

playing card n (1543) : one of a set of 24 to 78 thin rectangular pieces of
paperboard or plastic marked on one side to show its rank and suit and
used in playing any of numerous games

playing field » (ca. 1584) - 1: a field for various games; esp : the part.of =
a field officially marked off for play 2 : a set of conditions for compe- -
tition (as in business) ~ usu. used in such phrases as a level playing

field

play.land \'pla-Jand\ # (1918) : PLAYGROUND

play-let \-Iat\ n (1884) : a short play

play.dist \-list\ n (1972) : a list of recordings to be played on the air by:a
radio station

play-mak-er \-ma-kor\ n (ca. 1942) : a player wha leads the:offense for
a team (as in basketball or hockey) — play-mak-ing \-kin\ » or adj

play.-mate \-,mat\ n» (1642) : a companion in play

play—off \’pla—.ot\ n (1895) 1: afinal contest or series of contests to de~ :

termine the winner between contestants or teams that have tied 2:a
series of contests played after the end of the regular season to deter:
mine a championship

play off v¢ (1807) 1a: to set in opposition for one’s own gain b.: to set

in contrast 2 : to complete the playing of (an interrupted contest) 3:

: to break (a tie) by a play-off
play out vt (1596) 1a: to perform to the end {play out arole) b: USE

UP, FINISH 2 : UNREEL, UNFOLD {played our a length of linz

—Gordon Webber) ~~ yi : to become spent or exhausted

play-pen \'pla-,pen\ n (1931) : a portable usu. collapsible enclosure i -

which a baby or young child may play

play.room \-riim, -,rium\ 7 (1819) : RUMPUS ROOM

play.suit \-,sit\ # (1908) : a sports and play outfit for women or chik
dren that consists usu. of a blouse and shorts

play therapy # (1939) : psychotherapy in which a child is encouraged t&
reveal feelings and conflicts in play rather than by verbalization

play-thing \'pla-thig\ n (1675) : TOY

play-time \~tim\ n (1661) : a time for play or diversion :

play up vz (1909) : EMPHASIZE; also : EXAGGERATE, OVEREMPHASIZE

play.wear \'pla-ywar, -qwer\ n (1964) : informal clothing worn for e
sure activities

play.wright \'pla-,rit\ » ['play + obs. wright maker — more at WRIGHT:
{1687) : a person who writes plays

play-writ.ing also play.wright-ing \-,ri-tig\ » (1809) : the writing

plays
pla.za \'pla-za, 'pla-\ n [Sp, fr. L platea broad street — more at PLACE.
(1683) 1a:apublic square inacity or town b anopen area usu, lo-
cated near urban buildings and often featuring walkways, trees
shrubs, places to sit, and sometimes shops 2 : a place on a thorougk-
fare (as a turnpike) at which all traffic must temporarily stop (as to
tolls) 3:an area adjacent to an expressway which has service facili
(as a restaurant, service station, and rest rooms) 4 : SHOPPING C

plea \'plé\ n [ME plaid, plai, fr. OF plait, plaid, fr. ML placitum, fr.
decision, decree, fr. neut. of placitus, pp. of placére to please, be deci
ed — more at PLEASE] (13c) 1:alegal suit or action 2 : an allegati
made by a party in support of a cause: as "a ¢ an allegation of fact
compare DEMURRER b (1) : a defendant’s answer to aplamtxff’s deck-
ration in common-law practice (2) : an accused person's answer
charge or indictment in criminal practice ¢ : a plea of guilty to an’
dictment 3 : something offered by way of excuse or justification (le
early with the ~ of a headache) 4 : an earnest entreaty :*APPEAL
{their ~ for understanding must be answered) syn see APOLOGY

plea bargainingn
prosecutor and -a
}ilead guilty toan
each \'pléch, 'pl
VL plactiare, alte1
LACE, PLAIT
plead \'pléd\ vb pl
ing [ME plaiden.t
{13c) 1:toargue
legation in an-acti
vious pleading of
alleging new facts
specified nature <
b : to entreat or-¢
cause) in a court o
legal plea 3 :to«
plead.able \'plé-d

ady
pleading n.(14¢) . 1
the formal usu. wi
nately by the part:
process performec
until a single poin:
these allegations a
to which these ali
making aplea 4:
pleas.ance \'ple-z%
¢ a pleasant rest ot
pleas.ant \'ple-z°nt
{14c) 1:havingq
day) 2 : havin
appearance — ple:
pleas.antery \-z°n-t
conversation : BAN
Hie social remark ¢
‘please \'pléz\ vb
placére; akinto Lp
face — more at FL
faction 2 : LIKE,
ness {will you ~ti
give pleasure to : C
your Majesty) — I
*please adv (1667)
emphasis in a_requ
express polite affin:
pleas.ing \'plé-zin\
~ warmth) — ple
plea-sur-able \'plez
ANT, GRATIFYING
ple-zha-, pla-\ n
ple-zho-, 'pla-\n —
“plea.sure \'ple-zha
ir. plaisir to please]
—Shak.> 2 :ast
: frivolous amusem
*pleasure vb pleas
‘pla-\ v¢ (1537) 1
feasure to ~vi 1
;3 leasure dome 7 (1'
ation : RESORT
plea.suresless \'ple-
pleasure principle
directed toward imi
diate relief from pa
“pleat \'plet\ v [ME
2rrange in pleats {~
*pleat n [ME plete}
over on itself; also
Y-1as\ adf
zleb \'pleb\ n (1865)
zlebe \'pléb\ » [ob
£1833) : a freshman
‘nle-he.ian \pli-'be-:
common peoplé] (1
_the common people
*plebeian adj (1566)
i manner or style :
gleb-f.scite \'ple-ba-
the comitia, lit., dec
the people of an er
zgainst a proposal ¢
scista.ry \ple-'bi-sa-
slebs \'plebz, 'pleps’
+ the general popula
@leacop-ter-an \pli-Y
zlekein to braid + 1
: STONE FLY — plec
plecstrum \'plek-tra:
ékaron, fr. pléssein
‘vledge \'plej\ n [M
zamed) LL plebere t
1 take care of = Ir
x5 security for a-det
fide b : the chattel
tailment 2 a : the
» something given a:
¥en, sign, or earnest
#a: a binding prom
%z join a fraternity, s
sromised
';%edge vt pledged; [
2 1 to drink to the hx
;xr‘formance of by 2
he-tjor\ n
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