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Abstract 

Technical field to which the invention described in the Scope of Claims belongs

The present invention relates to a wireless communication system based on OFDMA, and more specifically, relates to a method of displaying 
resource allocation information in an OFDMA wireless communication system. 

Technical problems to be solved by the invention

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a method of displaying resource allocation information discretely regardless of the previous 
resource allocation information in a wireless network system supporting OFDMA. 

Key point of the solution of the invention

The present invention comprises Step 1 at which at least one allocation unit with a different sizes and shape is defined and the entire resource 
area is indexed by each allocation unit defined above; and Step 2 at which the resource information allocated to each terminal of the wireless 
network system is displayed through the said prescribed allocation unit information and the Index value of the said prescribed allocation unit 
in a method of displaying resource allocation information in a wireless network system supporting OFDMA. 

Important purpose of the invention

This invention is used in OFDMA, etc. 

Representative drawing 
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FIG. 3 

Keywords 
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Specification 

Brief description of drawings 

FIG. 1 is a drawing showing the frame structure of Wibro or IEEE 802.16 system as an example of the frame structure applied to the OFDMA 
system related to this invention. 

FIG.2 is an explanatory illustration on a method of displaying the resource allocation information defined in Table 95 (/101) of IEEE 802.16-
2004. 

FIG. 3 is an illustration of the allocation unit having a different size and shape allocated to the entire resource area and indexed according to 
the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is an illustration of the resource allocation area to display the resource allocation area for multiple users of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is an illustration for the description of allocation mode according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6a and FIG. 6b are illustrations of a case in which a corresponding terminal is allocated a resource such as previously transmitted 
MAP_IE to explain a method of reducing a load generated in displaying resource allocation information, which is another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Detailed description of the invention 

Objective of the invention 

Art to which the invention pertains and prior art in the field 

The present invention relates to a wireless communication system based on OFDMA, and more specifically, relates to a method of displaying 
resource allocation information in an OFDMA wireless communication system. 

High speed and high quality data transmission is required to support various multimedia services of enhanced quality in the next generation 
mobile communication. Researches on Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA), as one of the technologies to meet such 
requirement, have been conducted very actively recently. 

In this OFDMA method, resources are allocated to each user in a complex manner through a number of sub-carriers in the frequency domain 
(e.g. 512 or 1024) and a number of time slots (20 to 30 slots) in the time domain and downstream and upstream data are transmitted through 
this. 

FIG. 1 is a drawing showing the frame structure of the Wibro or IEEE 802.16 system as an example of the frame structure applied to the 
OFDMA system related to this invention. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the entire frequency band is divided into a plurality of sub-bands (Band, hereinafter referred to as “band”) (101, 102, 
103), and a band consists of a plurality of bins (Bin, hereinafter referred to as “bin”) or tiles (Tile, hereinafter referred to as “tile”, not 
illustrated in FIG. 1). 

This bin or tile consists of s plurality of sub-carriers. Here, a bin consists of 9 successive sub-carriers in one OFDM symbol, with one pilot 
tone and 8 data tones. In addition, a tile consists of 3 to 6 successive sub-carriers with two pilot tones and 16 data tones. 
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Meanwhile, the time axis, i.e. symbols are divided into a preamble area (11), diversity area (12) and AMC area (13), respectively. 

Here, the preamble area (11) transmits base station identification, synchronization information, channel estimation and system information; the 
diversity area (12) is a resource allocation area allocated for mobile users; and the AMC area (13) is a resource allocation area for increasing 
transmission rate through frequency selective adaptive modulation, mainly for stationary users. 

And there is a safety channel (14) for preventing overlapping. 

In such a resource allocation structure, especially, DL(/UL)-MAP IE (Information Element) that displays resource allocation information of 
the AMC band is defined in Table 95 (/101) of IEEE 802.16-2004. 

Table 95 (/101) of IEEE 802.16-2004 is shown as <Table 1>.  

[Table 1] 

DL-MAP Type is a value to specify the type of a DL-MAP information element (IE). And RCID_IE indicates an allocation of an information
element. And the Nep code and the Nsch code indicate the number of sub-channels allocated and dictates the coding for the DL burst and
modulation method. And the Nband indicates the number of bands, and if the number of bands is ‘0’, bitmap substitutes it. And a band index
is an identifier to identify an individual band in a large number of bands.

And the allocation mode is explained in more detail in FIG 2. 

FIG. 2 is an explanatory illustration on how to display the resource allocation information defined in Table 95 (/101) of IEEE 802.16-2004. 
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The method of displaying the resource allocation information defined in the Table 95 (/101) of IEEE 802.16-2004 is to select a band and 
specify the allocation mode to display resource allocation information, as shown in <Table 1>. 

Here, the allocation mode consists of 2 bits and defines three modes. 

In other words, the “00” mode is defined to indicate that the same number is allocated to the sub-channels of the selected band; the “01” mode 
is defined to indicate that different numbers are allocated to the sub-channels of the selected band; and the “10” mode is defined to indicate 
that allocation is made to all the sub-channels of the band determined and selected by the Nep code and the Nsch code. 

The three modes are examined with reference to FIG. 2, and FIG. 2(a) is an illustration of the “00” mode. 

As illustrated, there are 4 sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) within one band, and each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) includes an area 
allocated to a different user (201-1, 201-2, 201-3). 

Here, the allocation mode "00" indicates that the newly allocated area is allocated to each of the sub-channels in equal size. In other words, it 
indicates that areas of the same size (202-1, 202-2, 202-3, 202-4) are linked to the areas allocated to another user (201-1, 201-2, 201-3) and 
allocated to each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23, 24). 

And FIG. 2(b) is an illustration of the “01” mode. 

As illustrated, there are 4 sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) within one band, and each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) includes areas 
allocated to a different user (201-1, 201-2, 201-3). 

Here, the allocation mode "01" indicates that the newly allocated area is allocated to each of the sub-channels in different sizes. In other words, 
it indicates that areas of different sizes (202-1, 202-2, 202-3, 202-4) are linked to the areas allocated to another user (201-1, 201-2, 201-3) and 
allocated to each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23, 24). 

And FIG. 2(c) is an illustration of the “10” mode. 

As illustrated, there are 4 sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) within one band, and each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23 and 24) includes areas 
allocated to a different user (201-1, 201-2, 201-3). 

Here, the allocation mode “10” indicates that the newly allocated area is allocated by filling up the size of each sub-channel determined by the 
Nep code and the Nsch code. In other words, it indicates that for each of the sub-channels (21, 22, 23, 24), the empty area of each of the sub-
channels (21, 22, 23, 24) is sequentially filled (a, b, c, d). 

However, this method of displaying resource allocation information has the problem of reducing the flexibility of resource allocation since the 
displayed resources allocation information displays the position immediately following the previous resource allocation information in 
succession and as a result, there is no space left between the resource allocations for each user. 

In addition, since it displays the position immediately following the previous resource allocation information in succession, it becomes 
dependent on the previous resource allocation information, and thus, there is a problem that the resource allocation information must be 
displayed while all of the previous resource allocation information is recognized. 

Technical problems to be solved by the invention 

The purpose of the present invention, which has been proposed to solve the problem described above, is to provide a method of displaying 
resource allocation information discretely regardless of the previous resource allocation information in a wireless network system that supports 
OFDMA. 

In addition, the purpose of the present invention is to provide a method of displaying the resource allocation information to ensure that 
flexibility can be given to the resource allocation by displaying the resource allocation information discretely for each user. 

Further, the present invention aims to provide a method of reducing the load generated in displaying the allocation information for a pertinent 
resource allocation by displaying a case in which a pertinent terminal is allocated a resource such as previously transmitted MAP_IE. 
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Composition and operation of the invention 

The present invention, which is for achieving the purposes described above, comprises Step 1 at which at least one allocation unit with a 
different size and shape is defined and the entire resource area is indexed by each allocation unit defined above; and Step 2 at which the 
resource information allocated to each terminal of the said wireless network system is displayed through the said prescribed allocation unit 
information and the index value of the said prescribed allocation unit in the method of displaying resource allocation information in a wireless 
network system that supports OFDMA. 

In addition, the present invention comprises Step 1 at which it is determined whether a resource allocation area equivalent to the previous (N-1) 
resource allocation area has been allocated to the specific terminal within the base station when the base station of the wireless network system 
allocates (N) the resources to the terminals within the base station; and Step 2 at which if a terminal assigned with the same resource allocation 
area exists as a result of the inspection of Step 1 above, the resource allocation information for the pertinent terminal is not displayed but the 
transmission is done by indicating that it is the same as the previous (N-1) resource allocation area in a method of displaying resource 
allocation information in the AMC area in a wireless network system that supports OFDMA. 

One preferred embodiment according to the present invention will be explained in detail with reference to the attached drawings below. It has 
to be noted that same reference numbers and codes have been used for the same components as much as possible in the drawings even if they 
are displayed in other drawings. In addition, in describing the present invention, if a detailed description on the related disclosed function or 
configuration is determined to unnecessarily obscure the key point of the present invention, this detailed description is omitted. 

For the display of the resource allocation information of the AMC area in the present invention, the resource allocation information allocated 
to each user by defining allocation units with different sizes and shapes and indexing the entire resource area by each allocation unit is 
displayed through the index information of the specific allocation unit and the pertinent allocation unit. 

For this, allocation units having different sizes and shapes are defined first, and the entire resource area should be indexed by each allocation 
unit, and FIG. 3 is an illustration of this. 

FIG. 3 is an illustration of the allocation units having different sizes and shapes allocated to the entire resource area and indexed according to 
the present invention. 

FIG. 3(a), FIG. 3(b), FIG. 3(c) and FIG. 3(d) are the illustrations of the allocation units having different sizes and shapes allocated to the entire 
resource area and indexed according to the present invention. As illustrated, the size and shape of each allocation unit can be defined 
differently. The allocation units of FIG. 3(a), FIG. 3(b), FIG. 3(c) and FIG. 3(d) are merely examples for the description of the present 
invention and the invention is not limited to them, and appropriate allocation units can be defined and used depending on the operation of 
system. 

Allocation unit, which is the unit of resource allocation as described above, can be defined in various ways depending on the time, frequency, 
code, direction of indexing, etc. 

First, the time can be divided into the entire section of the pertinent area, 1 slot, 1 symbol, etc.; the frequency can be divided into 1 band, 1 bin, 
etc.; and the direction of indexing can be divided into ,  (in the case of ,  if the borderline of a band has been reached), etc. 

Here, FIG. 3(a), FIG. 3(b), FIG. 3(c) and FIG. 3(d) illustrate that an allocation unit consists of one band, one sub-carrier, 4 sub-channels and 1 
sub-channel, respectively, and they are indicated by , ,  and , respectively. In addition, the index value of each allocation unit is 
indicated as (0) to (J-1) in the case of , (0) to (K-1) in the case of , (0) to (M-1) in the case of , and (0) to (N-1) in 
the case of . 

FIG. 4 is an illustration of the resource allocation area to display the resource allocation area for multiple users of the present invention. 

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the resource allocation areas for multiple users consist of various forms such as A(401), B(402), C(403), D(404), 
E(405), F(406) and G(407). 

If the resource allocation areas of FIG. 4 are displayed using the allocation unit of FIG. 3, B(402) or C(403) can be displayed simply as one 
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allocation unit like (2) or (8). 

In addition, A(401) can be displayed as (0) and (1). In this case, it has sequential resource allocation areas and can be displayed in a 
simple manner by designating the first allocation unit index and the total number of allocation units. 

In addition, D(404) can be displayed as (26), (27), (34), (35), (42), and (43). In this case, it has quadrilaterally-shaped resource 
allocation areas and can be displayed in a simple manner by designating the first allocation unit index and the last allocation unit index. 

DL(/UL)-MAP IE (Information Element), which displays the resource allocation information of the AMC band according to the present 
invention, is shown as <Table 2>. 

[Table 2] 

Here, DL-MAP type is a value to specify the type of the DL-MAP information element (IE). 

And RCID_IE indicates the allocation of an information element. And the Nep code and the Nsch code display the number of sub-channels 
allocated and dictates the coding for the DL burst and modulation method. 

And the Nae (Number of Allocation Elements) indicates the number of allocation elements, and it means that the sub-channels physically 
separated into more than one can be allocated to the pertinent burst. And each of the physically separated sub-channels is displayed by one 
allocation element. 

If <Table 2> above is compared with <Table 1>, it can be seen that there is a difference between the AUT and the part related to the AM. In 
other words, the present invention is related to the AUT and the AM. 

Expanded type
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Here, the AUT indicates allocation unit type as illustrated in FIG. 3(a) to FIG. 3(d). 

To explain this in detail, first, “Same AUT (Allocation Unit Type) is to define whether all allocation units use the same form of allocation unit. 
It is defined in the embodiment of the present invention that in the case of “0”, different forms of allocation unit are used and in the case of “1”, 
the same form of allocation unit is used. 

And "Same AM (Allocation Mode)" is to define whether all allocation elements use the same allocation mode. It is defined in the embodiment 
of the present invention that in the case of “0”, different modes are used and in the case of “1”, the same allocation mode is used. 

After defining "Same AUT" and "Same AM (Allocation Mode)" as such, a pre-defined value is displayed to indicate which form the pertinent 
AUT has if it is the same AUT. 

And it is checked whether the allocation mode is the same, and if it is the same allocation mode, that allocation mode is displayed. Here, if the 
allocation mode is “00”, it means that allocation has been made to one allocation unit; if it is “01”, it means that the allocation units have been 
allocated consecutively; and if it is “10”, it means that the allocation units have been allocated in a quadrilateral shape. This will be examined 
in detail through FIG. 5 discussed later. 

And if the allocation mode is “00”, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through the index value of the pertinent allocation unit. 

And if the allocation mode is “01”, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through the index value of the starting allocation unit and the total 
number of allocation units. 

And if the allocation mode is “10”, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through the index value of the starting allocation unit and the 
index value of the ending allocation unit. 

FIG. 5 is an illustration for the description of the allocation mode according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5(a)  is an illustration of when the allocation mode is "00", and since the area to be allocated can be displayed as an allocation unit, the 
pertinent area is indicated by “i”, which is the index value of the pertinent allocation unit (500). 

FIG. 5(b) is an illustration of when the allocation mode is "01", and it shows that the allocation area consists of consecutive allocation units 
(511, 512, 513). To indicate this, the index value “j” of the allocation unit (511) where the allocation area starts and “3”, the total number of 
allocation units allocated, are used. 

FIG. 5(c) is an illustration of when the allocation mode “10”, and it indicates that the allocation area consists of multiple allocation units 
allocated in a quadrilateral shape. To indicate this, the index value “k” of the allocation unit (520) where the allocation area starts and the 
index value “k+10” of the ending allocation unit (530) are used. 

When the above method is used to display the resource allocation information, the size of overhead compared to the method of <Table 1> can 
be analyzed as follows: 

In 802.16 (1024FFT mode) and the WiBro standard, when sub-channels a and b, which correspond to 12 and 6 symbols, respectively in the 
two discontinuous bands among 24 bands, are allocated to one terminal,  

if <Table 1>, which is the conventional method, is used, 

4 bits to display the Nband, 16 bits (8 x 2 bits), which are the band index for a and b, 2 bits to express the allocation mode, and 16 bits (8 x 2 
bits) to express the number of sub-channels, or 38 bits in total, are needed. 

By comparison, in the present invention,  

assuming that an allocation unit corresponding to 1 Band x 6 symbols exists (First, if a total of 18 symbols have been used as DL_Band AMC, 
the allocation unit index will be used up to 72 (= 24 band x 3), so one allocation unit index can be expressed with 7 bits.),  

it can be expressed with 30 bits - 4 bits to display the allocation unit type, 4 bits of the Nae, an allocation unit corresponding to a (2 bits of the 
allocation mode + 7 bits of the start allocation unit index + 4 bits of the number of allocation units), and an allocation unit corresponding to b 
(2 bits of the allocation mode + 7 bits of the allocation unit index). 
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In order to apply the present invention described above to the existing WiBro or the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004), various methods can 
be considered. 

First, there is a method in which a new type indicating the MAP_IE method of the present invention is set up in the extension mode among 
DL_MAP IE type and UL_MAP IE type fields of Table 87 of the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004) and used. 

Second, there is a method in which the MAP_IE method of the present invention is indicated using the reserved value among DL_MAP IE 
type and UL_MAP IE type fields of Table 87 of the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004) and used. 

Third, there is a method in which it is indicated whether to use the present invention using 1 bit of the reserved field of H-ARQ compact_DL-
MAP IE of Table 95 of the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004) to use it. 

Fourth, there is a method in which Table 95 of the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004) is newly defined to include and display the present 
invention and the existing method and used. 

FIG. 6a and FIG. 6b are illustrations of when the pertinent terminal is assigned with the previously transmitted resources like MAP_IE in order 
to explain a method of reducing the load generated in displaying resource allocation information as another embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 6a shows that the resource allocation areas for multiple users consist of various forms such as A(401), B(402), C(403), D(404), E(405), 
F(406) and G(407). 

A case in which, after allocating the resources as described above, the next resource allocation consists of A'(601), B'(602), C'(603), D'(604), 
E'(605), F'(606) and G' (607) as shown in FIG. 6b is considered. In this case, the same character means the same terminal, and “’” means a 
new resource allocation. 

If the resource area allocated to each of the terminals is examined with reference to FIG. 6a and FIG. 6b, it can be seen that different resources 
have been allocated to A, C, D, F, and G, but in the case of B(402) and B'(602), and E(405) and E'(605), the same resources have been 
allocated to the same terminal. 

In this case, the base station consecutively allocates resources to each of the terminals through the scheduling operation, and transmitting it 
while continuously displaying it as new resource allocation information even when the resources of the same area are consecutively allocated 
to the same terminal (e.g. B(402) and B'(602), and E(405) and E'(605)) will unnecessarily increase the load of the MAP, which displays the 
resource allocation information. 

Therefore, unnecessary load in displaying the resource allocation information can be reduced by adding a field to indicate the allocation of the 
same resources to the reserved area of Table 95, etc. of the IEEE 802.16 standard (802.16-2004). 

In addition, it is also possible to set and display “11” as a new value of the AM of <Table 2> of the method of displaying resource allocation 
information discretely as explained before. 

In order for the base station to determine that the same resources are allocated to the same terminal, the base station can determine that the 
same resources have been allocated to the same terminal by comparison with the newly allocated MAP_IE when it saves the MAP_IE that was 
transmitted immediately before and conducts scheduling. 

As described above, the method of the present invention may be implemented as a program and stored in a computer-readable form on a 
recording medium (CD-ROM, RAM, floppy disk, hard disk, optical magnetic disk, etc.). 

The present invention described above is not intended to be limited by the embodiments described above and the accompanying drawings, as 
various substitutions, modifications and changes can be made by those of ordinary skill in the art to which the present invention belongs 
without departing from the technical ideas of the present invention, 

Effects of the invention. 

The present invention described above can provide flexibility in resource allocation by displaying resource allocation information discretely 
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regardless of the previous resource allocation information in a wireless network system that supports OFDMA. 

Further, the present invention is effective in reducing the load generated in displaying the allocation information on the pertinent resource 
allocation by indicating when the resources such as the previously transmitted MAP_IE are allocated to the pertinent terminal. 

(57) Scope of Claims

Claim 1. 

For a method of displaying resource allocation information in a wireless network system that supports OFDMA (Orthogonal Frequency 
Division Multiple Access), the method of display resource allocation information discretely consists of:  

Step 1 at which at least one allocation unit with a different size and shape is defined and the entire resource area is indexed by each allocation 
unit defined above; and  

Step 2 at which the resource information allocated to each terminal of the said wireless network system is displayed through the said 
prescribed allocation unit information and the Index value of the said prescribed allocation unit. 

Claim 2 

The method of displaying resource allocation information discretely of Claim 1, 

wherein Step 2 comprises: 

Step 3 at which it is checked whether the resource information allocated to each terminal of the said wireless network system is displayed 
using the same form of the allocation unit;  

Step 4 at which it is checked whether the resource information allocated to each terminal of the said wireless network system is displayed 
using the same allocation mode; and  

Step 5 at which the resource information is displayed according to the allocation mode using the index value of the prescribed allocation unit.  

Claim 3. 

The method of displaying resource allocation information discretely of Claim 2, 

wherein at Step 5,  

if the allocation mode means that one allocation unit has been allocated, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through the index value of 
the pertinent allocation unit. 

Claim 4. 

The method of displaying resource allocation information discretely of Claim 2, 

wherein at Step 5,  

if the allocation mode means that allocation unit has been allocated consecutively, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through the index 
value of the allocation unit where the allocation area starts and the total number of allocation units. 
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Claim 5. 

The method of displaying resource allocation information discretely of Claim 2, 

wherein at Step 5,  

if the allocation mode means that allocation unit has been allocated in a quadrilateral shape, the pertinent allocation area is displayed through 
the index value of the allocation unit where the allocation area starts and the index value of the ending allocation unit. 

Claim 6. 

The method of displaying resource allocation information discretely of Claim 2, 

wherein at Step 5, 

if the allocation mode means that a resource allocation area equivalent to the previous resource allocation area has been allocated to the 
pertinent terminal, the resource allocation area is not displayed. 

Claim 7. 

In a method of displaying resource allocation information in a wireless network system that supports OFDMA, the method of reducing the 
load in displaying resource allocation information consists of:  

Step 1 at which it is determined whether a resource allocation area equivalent to the previous (N-1) resource allocation area has been allocated 
to a specific terminal within the base station when the base station of the wireless network system allocates (N) the resources to the terminals 
within the base station; and  

Step 2 at which if a terminal assigned with the same resource allocation area exists as a result of the inspection of Step 1, the resource 
allocation information for the pertinent terminal is not displayed but transmission is done by indicating that it is the same as the previous (N-1) 
resource allocation area. 

Drawings 
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FIG. 2 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 5 

(a) Allocation mode = 
00

Allocation 
unit index = i 

(500)

(b) Allocation mode 
= 01

Start allocation unit index = j
Number of allocation units = 3

(c) Allocation mode = 
10

Start allocation unit index = k
End allocation unit index = k + 10

34



Publicized Patent 10-2006-0016600

FIG. 6a 
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