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DECIMAL NUMBERS 84
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FIGURE 8. DECODER FOR THE BIT PATTERN 1101

multiplying power by 10 is equivalent to adding 10 decibels; and
multiplying by 100 is equivalent to adding 20 decibels.
(2) to express the ratio of two voltage levels:
first voltage level
dB = 20logi0 Coona voltage level

Because power is proportional to the square of voltage, this is equiva-
lent to the previous formula if both voltages are driving the same load

impedance. ) y
(3) to describe the loudness of a sound, expressed in decibels

relative to the threshold of human hearing. Clearly audible sounds
range from about 20 to 100 dB: those much above 100 dB are painful

to the ears.

DECIMAL NUMBERS numbers expressed in ordinary base-10 nota-
tion, using the digits 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6. 7. 8, 9, whether or not there

are any digits to the right of the point. For example. 3.14 is a decimal
number, and so is 314.

DECLARE to state the attributes of a variable. In some programming
languages, such as Pascal and C. all variables must be declared. This
protects the programmer from accidentally creating another vana_ble
by misspelling a variable name. In BASIC and FORTRAN, declaring
variables is optional, and declarations are used mainly to create arrays

or other variables of special types.

DECODER a circuit that recognizes a particular pattern of bits. Decoders
are used in computers in order to recognize instructions and addresses.
Figure 8 shows a decoder that recognizes the bit pattern 1101.

DECRYPTION decoding—that is, translating information from an
unreadable or secret format into a form in which it can be used. Con-
trast ENCRYPTION.

DEDICATED assigned to only one function. For instance, a dedicated
phone line is one that is always connected to the same equipment.
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DELIMITERS

DE FACTO STANDARD . .
by widespread oo, astandard that is not official, but is estab| ished

DEF; ;
cié‘{;{f:gl?ssuﬂlmwﬂ that a computer makes unless it is given spe
b s(a(:'ns 1o the contrary. qu example, a word processin ?o:
specific commands, » Which the user can change by issuing

DEFAULT DRIVE (curren; dri
rive, logged drj 1 i
computer uses when not told to u%g anoﬁl‘:;) (t)zi.di_sl‘r(l(?;rlvf/ltshﬁt)glg

and OS/2, typing a drive desi
st s 2 driv:. €signator as a command (for example ¢ )

Itg cslaa);s?zglh?;gti gogé{agicgon that birds fly, but ostriches don’t fly.
I : " irds 5 and . 2 2 " 4"
osg:ches don 't ﬂy" isa coﬁtradictigrslfncms ST et -

efault logic is often used in expert Systems. See EXPERT sys

TEM; contrast FUZzY LoGiC:
by C; CONFIDENCE FACTOR. See also BOOLEAN

DEFEASIBLE LOGIC see DEFAULT LOGIC,

DEGA i i
oo lsjlff “:o ag;r;xagrnenze. Co!or monitors need to be degaussed when
i ot‘ weak or incorrect color. Some monitors degauss
ioaland. ry time they are turned on. If you wish 1o repeat th
ycle on _suc_h a monitor, wait S seconds each time yoﬁetum if

acomplete rotation has 3 mea:
_ ! sure of 360 i
right angle js 9(°. Contrast RADIAN MEAsdljsir-:ees (rrtien a5 360°). A

DEL the DELETE key.

DE ETE i art, ﬁ]e - See
(
L to remove an unwanted item Chalactel. WOld.
RECOVER'NG ERASED FILES 10[' help on restor lng deleted ﬁleS )

D
ELIMITERS symbols that mark the beginning or end of a special part

of'a program. For jnst
: ance, :
Pascal (see PASCAL ), {and } are the delimiters for comments in






