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parsing On the World Wide Web, the
reading of a Web page by the Web
browser for special instructions that are
embedded in the Hypertext Markup
Language. These instructions act as
codes for the Web browser, enabling it to
display the retrieved file in the way that
its author had intended. This could in-
clude instructions relating to page
layout, fonts, position of graphics sym-
bols, and colors to be used. Different
Web browsers will parse in the same
way, but may have slight variations in
how the codes can be interpreted or ex-
ecuted. Effective browsers ought to first
download the text of a page and then
parse later so that a user can start read-
ing the text while the browser is busily
formatting the pages. See HTML.

partial carry [ISO In parallel addition, a
procedure in which some or all of the
carries are temporarily stored instead of
being immediately transferred.]

partition Before a hard disk can be used
for the first time, it must be partitioned
and then formatted. Partitioning is a
software function that involves dividing
the storage space into usable sections,
with each section assigned a letter as
though it were a separate drive. This
process conceivably allows each parti-
tion to be assigned to a different operat-
ing system. However, even if the entire
disk is to belong to the same operating
system, partitioning must still be per-
formed. The size of each partition is
variable, and must be specified. It is im-
portant to specify the partition from
which the operating system is to boot
(this is called the ‘active partition’), and
to specify the drive letter assignments.
Normally the process automatically as-
signs letters starting with ‘C". However,

other letters may be assigned j¢
multiple hard disks. Afte ;
partitioned, each partition ki disk g
matted by the ®perating S!-‘_‘i € foip,
which it is dedicated. Under-i;tem i
Windows, the ‘format’ COmmiqS ang 4
out the structure on the disk a:l;d layg:
lishes how and where files can bi Sstahe
Note that the ‘format’ commlawt
differently on a diskette driv;
posed to a hard disk drive, Op, , d
drive, the command performs bot
level and high-level formattip,
level formatting involves the cr
sectors complete with thej,
markings (this process is called “initializ
ing’). High-level formatting lays uunh:,
operating system structure on the ik,
and establishes how and where
stored. A new hard disk normaljy COmes
with low-level formatting already Jm,;
Consequently, the ‘format’ C(.[}”-;m|~,[=:
on a hard disk only performs high-lewds
formatting. Utility programs (Stichies
MultiDisk) are available to help magagy
partitioned disks.
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partitioned database A database wiss
contents are divided physicallv amang
multiple input/output subsystems, ant
governed by multiple operating systems

partition-sector virus Any compuies
virus capable of replacing the origina
code of the partition sector found on@
hard disk (diskettes do not have a pari
tion sector). The hard disk’s partition
sector contains important informatics
about the disk, such as the mn'nber ot
sectors that can be found in each ?"“‘;
tion. In most cases, when a personss
computer is turned on, it first i
drive A to read the boot sector: h-.d -
kette is not present in drive A I mg;
turn to the hard disk (usually 45
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