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(57) ABSTRACT 

Circuits for sensing current levels within an apparatus are 
disclosed. In specific cases, a constant Voltage power Supply 
is used to power an LED lighting apparatus in which there are 
uncertainties within the forward voltages of the LEDs, which 
in turn creates uncertainty with respect to the current level 
flowing through the LEDs. To manage these uncertainties, the 
current flowing through the LEDs is measured by determin 
ing a Voltage levelacross a known resistor and calculating the 
current level. To prevent the known resistor from causing a 
significant reduction in the efficiency of the overall light 
engine, the circuit includes one or more transistors in parallel 
with the known resistor to reduce the effective resistance in 
the LED circuit during times that the current is not being 
sensed. 

18 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

CIRCUITS FOR SENSING CURRENT LEVELS 
WITHIN LIGHTINGAPPARATUS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 5 

The present application claims the benefit under 35 USC 
119(e) of U.S. Provisional Patent Application 61/333,746 
filed on May 11, 2010 and hereby incorporated by reference 
herein. 10 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to lighting apparatus and, 
more particularly, to circuits for sensing current levels within 15 
lighting apparatus. 

BACKGROUND 

Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) are increasingly being 20 
adopted as general illumination lighting sources due to their 
high energy efficiency and long service life relative to tradi 
tional sources of light Such as incandescent, fluorescent and 
halogen. Each generation of LEDs are providing improve 
ments in energy efficiency and cost per lumen, thus allowing 25 
for lighting manufacturers to produce LED light fixtures at 
increasingly cost competitive prices. 

While the component LEDs are increasing in energy effi 
ciency, there are considerable other components within an 
LED light fixture that cause drains on the overall lumens per 30 
Wattachievable within the overall system. For instance, inef 
ficiencies within the optics used and the AC/DC power supply 
both reduce the overall energy efficiency for the light fixture. 
Further, operating the LEDs at non-optimal current (amper 
age) levels can reduce the energy efficiency of the LEDs and 35 
therefore the overall light fixture. In fact, if the current flow 
ing through the LEDs exceeds a maximum allowable level, 
the LEDs may be damaged or permanently burnt out, and thus 
require replacement. 
One issue that arises when managing the current flow 40 

through the LEDs is that LEDs are not constant in terms of 
their forward Voltages (voltage drops), or other characteris 
tics such as color/color temperature and brightness. Each 
LED that is manufactured is generally categorized based on a 
number of criteria including their forward Voltage, this cat- 45 
egorization being based on bin codes and therefore called 
“binning. In manufacturing light fixtures with LEDs, the 
developer will generally want a consistent light output from 
each of its “identical light fixtures. To do this, the manufac 
turer will select the binning of its LEDs to be consistent. A 50 
problem that arises is that the more narrow the binning criteria 
provided by the developer, the higher prices that are typically 
charged for the LEDs. On the other hand, it becomes difficult 
to designa circuit for the LEDs if the uncertainty related to the 
forward voltages of the LEDs is significant. 55 

In some architectures, the LED light fixtures are powered 
with a constant current power Supply that can be locked to a 
particular current through a feedback control system using an 
inductor. In this architecture, the control system can manage 
differences in forward voltages within the LEDs within a 60 
predefined limit. 

In other architectures, a constant Voltage power Supply is 
used and the current to flow through the LEDs is controlled by 
the Voltage output from the Voltage power Supply and the 
impedances within the circuit. In this case, differences in 65 
forward voltages across LEDs within different light fixtures 
can make a significant difference in the current flowing 

2 
through the LEDs. Further, the voltage output from the con 
stant Voltage power Supply may be adjustable and adjust 
ments in the Voltage Supply can further change the current 
flowing through the LEDs. 

Against this background, there is a need for Solutions that 
will mitigate at least one of the above problems and, in par 
ticular, to enable monitoring and/or control of the current 
flowing through the LEDs while not materially decreasing the 
efficiency of the system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to a first broad aspect, the invention seeks to 
provide a circuit comprising at least one component and a 
current sense circuit. The at least one component is coupled 
between a Supply Voltage and a node while the current sense 
circuit is coupled between the node and a reference ground. 
The current sense circuit comprises a resistor coupled in 
parallel with at least one transistor, the at least one transistor 
being activated during a first state and being deactivated dur 
ing a second state. The node is coupled to a current determi 
nation apparatus operable to determine a current flowing 
through the at least one component during the second State 
using a Voltage sensed at the node. 

In some embodiments, the at least one component com 
prises at least one light emitting diode (LED) and a light 
control transistor coupled in series with the at least one LED. 
The light control transistor is activated for a time period set 
for the at least one LED to be activated within a duty cycle. 
The at least one transistor within the current sense circuit is 
within the second state during the time period set for the at 
least one LED to be activated within the duty cycle. Further, 
in embodiments of the present invention a resistance of the 
current sense circuit is at a first value during the first state and 
a second value higher than the first value during the second 
State. 

According to a second broad aspect, the invention seeks to 
provide an apparatus incorporating a circuit according to the 
first broad aspect. The apparatus further comprises the current 
determination apparatus. In some embodiments, in order to 
determine a current flowing through the at least one compo 
nent during the second State, the current determination appa 
ratus is operable to sense a Voltage at the node during the 
second state and to divide the sensed Voltage by a resistance 
of the resistor within the current sense circuit. In some 
embodiments, the current determination apparatus is further 
operable to determine a current flowing through the at least 
one component during the first state by compensating the 
determined current flowing through the at least one compo 
nent during the second state by the change in resistance within 
the current sense circuit between the first and second states. 

According to a third broad aspect, the invention seeks to 
provide a circuit comprising at least one component and a 
current sense circuit. The at least one component is coupled 
between a node and a reference ground while the current 
sense circuit is coupled between a Supply Voltage and the 
node. The current sense circuit comprises a resistor coupled 
in parallel with at least one transistor, the at least one transis 
tor being activated during a first state and being deactivated 
during a second state. The node is coupled to a current deter 
mination apparatus operable to determine a current flowing 
through the at least one component during the second State 
using a Voltage sensed at the node. 

These and other aspects of the invention will become 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the artupon review of the 
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following description of certain embodiments of the inven 
tion in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A detailed description of embodiments of the invention is 
provided herein below, by way of example only, with refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an electrical circuit diagram of a light engine 
according to one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are logical block diagrams of an LED 
lighting apparatus according to first, second and third 
embodiments of the present invention respectively; 

FIG. 3 is a signal flow diagram for a sample duty cycle for 
a light channel control (LCC) and current sense control 
(CSC) signals according to a particular example implemen 
tation of the present invention; 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are logical block diagrams of a current 
level display apparatus according to particular example 
implementations of the present invention in which the LED 
lighting apparatus of FIG. 2A communicates information 
optically; and 

FIGS. 5A and 5B are flow charts illustrating steps of a 
control algorithm performed by a controller within the LED 
lighting apparatus of one of FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C according 
to two embodiments of the present invention. 

It is to be expressly understood that the description and 
drawings are only for the purpose of illustration of certain 
embodiments of the invention and are an aid for understand 
ing. They are not intended to be a definition of the limits of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention is directed to circuits for sensing 
current levels within apparatus. In embodiments of the 
present invention, a constant Voltage power Supply is used to 
power an LED lighting apparatus in which there are uncer 
tainties within the forward voltages of the LEDs, which in 
turn creates uncertainty with respect to the current level flow 
ing through the LEDs. To manage these uncertainties, the 
current flowing through the LEDs is measured by determin 
ing a Voltage levelacross a known resistor and calculating the 
current level. To prevent the known resistor from causing a 
significant reduction in the efficiency of the overall light 
engine, the circuit includes one or more transistors in parallel 
with the known resistor to reduce the effective resistance in 
the LED circuit during times that the current is not being 
sensed. 

FIG. 1 is an electrical circuit diagram of a light engine 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. As 
shown, the circuit of FIG. 1 comprises a plurality of LEDs 
102 coupled in series with a channel control transistor 104 
and a current sense circuit 106 between a supply Voltage V, 
and a reference ground. The current sense circuit 106 com 
prises a current sense resistor 108 with a resistance R 
coupled in parallel with two current sense control transistors 
110, 110 between the channel control transistor 104 and the 
reference ground. 
The channel control transistor 104 is controlled by a Light 

Channel Control (LCC) signal at its gate/base which dictates 
when current flows through the LEDs. The LCC signal would 
generally be a Pulse Width Modulation (PWM) signal that is 
high and low for periods of time within a duty cycle. The ratio 
of the time that the LCC signal is high relative to the time that 
the LCC signal is low dictates the level of light output that 
would be visible from the LEDs. In particular, if the LCC 
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4 
signal is fully high, the LEDs will be “on” at all times and 
therefore will project lumens of light 100% of the time. On the 
other hand, if the LCC signal is 50% high and 50% low, the 
LEDs will be “on half the time and therefore the LEDs will 
dimmed by 50% from the full “on” state. It should be under 
stood that other levels of dimming could be performed by 
controlling the LCC signal. In some embodiments, the chan 
nel control transistor 104 could be removed. In this case, the 
LEDs 102 would be directly coupled to the current sense 
circuit 106 and would be always on when the supply voltage 
is applied. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, there 
are instances that may require a determination of the current 
flowing through the LEDs 102. The current sense circuit 106 
as shown in FIG. 1 is designed to allow for a current sense 
Voltage Vs to be sensed while not substantially decreasing 
the efficiency of the overall circuit during a substantial por 
tion of the duty cycle of operation. As shown in FIG. 1, the 
current sense Voltage Vs is being sensed at a node N1 
coupled between the channel control transistor 104 and the 
current sense circuit 106. It should be understood that other 
nodes within the circuit of FIG. 1 could be used to provide a 
sensed voltage and node N1 is utilized for simplicity. The 
current sense Voltage Vs will be equal to the resistance Rs. 
of the current sense circuit 106 multiplied by the current 
flowing through the circuit 106. Therefore, with knowledge 
of the resistance Rs of the current sense circuit and measur 
ing the current sense Voltage Vs, the current flowing through 
the circuit 106, and therefore also the current flowing through 
the LEDs 102, can be calculated. 
The current sense Voltage Vs is detected at an Analog to 

Digital Convertor (ADC) (not shown) or another circuit 
which may be used to create an indication of the Voltage V's 
on node N1. To provide an accurate detection of the current 
sense voltage Vs, it is desired that the signal to noise ratio of 
the Voltage be relatively high. If the resistance Rs across the 
current sense circuit 106 is substantially low, the voltage V's 
will also be low and potentially difficult to accurately detect 
relative to noise within the circuit. Therefore, to provide an 
accurate detection of the current sense Voltage Vs, it is 
desirable to have a relatively substantial resistance Rs across 
the current sense circuit 106. On the other hand, the resistance 
Rs across the current sense circuit 106 is a Source of power 
loss and, the higher that the resistance Rs is and therefore the 
higher the accuracy of the Voltage measurement, the lower the 
energy efficiency of the overall circuit of FIG.1. To deal with 
this issue, the current sense circuit 106, according to embodi 
ments of the present invention, utilizes the current sense 
control transistors 110.110 to adjust the resistance Rs. 
across the current sense circuit 106. 
The current sense control transistors 110.110, are con 

trolled by a Current Sense Control (CSC) signal at their 
gates/bases that dictates the resistance across the current 
sense circuit 106. When the CSC signal is low, the transistors 
110,110 are off and the resistance Rs across the current 
sense circuit 106 is equal to the resistance R of the current 
sense resistor 108. When the CSC signal is high, the transis 
tors 110,110 are on and the resistance Rs across the current 
sense circuit 106 is: 

Res = - 
R, "R. "R. 
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where R and R2 are the resistances of the drain-source or 
collector-emitter paths of the transistors 110.110, respec 
tively when turned on. R and R are also known as the “on 
resistance' for the transistors 110,110 respectively. 

In one particular example implementation, the resistance 
R of resistor 108 may be 0.25C2 while the resistances R.R. 
may each be 0.025C2. In this case, the resistance Rs across 
the current sense circuit 106 when the transistors 110,110 
are off would be 0.252 while the resistance Rs across the 
current sense circuit 106 when the transistors 110,110 are 
on would be ~0.012S2. In this example, if the current flowing 
through the current sense circuit 106 is 4.0 A, the power loss 
when the transistors 110,110 are off would be ~4.0W while 
the power loss when the transistors 110.110, are on would be 
~0.19 W. This difference in power loss can have a significant 
difference in the overall energy efficiency of the circuit of 
FIG 1. 
By normally having the current sense control transistors 

110,110 on and only turning the transistors 110,110 off 
during a limited time for a current sense operation, the overall 
power loss from the current sense circuit 106 can be mini 
mized In one implementation, the duty cycle for the circuit of 
FIG.1 may be divided into 256 slots. In this case, the intensity 
of the light output from the circuit can be controlled by 
adjusting the number of slots in which the LCC signal is high 
and therefore adjusting the amount of time within the duty 
cycle that the LEDs 102 are turned on. The time in which the 
resistance R-sacross the current sense circuit 106 is high, and 
therefore the current sense voltage Vs is desirable for detec 
tion, can be controlled by adjusting the number of slots in 
which the CSC signal is low while the LCC signal is high 
(since the channel control transistor 104 must be turned on to 
sense the current flowing through the LEDs 102). For 
instance, if the CSC signal is low for a single slot of 256 slots, 
the current sense voltage Vs will be desirable for detection 
by the ADC during that slot (as long as the LCC signal is high 
for that slot). 

To ensure that the current sense Voltage Vs is in equilib 
rium and not in a transitional State caused by the turning off of 
the transistors 110.110, in some embodiments, the current 
sense Voltage Vs is measured by the ADC at a laterportion of 
the time that the CSC signal is low. For instance, if a duty 
cycle is divided into 256 slots and the duty cycle is 1 ms, each 
slot would comprise -3.9 us. In this case, the detection of the 
current sense Voltage Vs may take place 2-3 us after the 
transistors 110,110 are turned off. Further, in some embodi 
ments, the measuring of the current sense Voltage Vs is 
performed in a plurality of duty cycles and the overall value is 
determined by averaging the values detected during the indi 
vidual duty cycles. 

FIG. 3 depicts a signal flow diagram for a sample duty 
cycle for the LCC and CSC signals according to a particular 
example implementation of the present invention. In this 
case, the LCC signal is low for the first 25% of the duty cycle 
and is high for the remaining 75% of the duty cycle. The 
LEDs 102, in this case, would be dimmed by 25% and only be 
on for 75% of the time of the duty cycle. The duty cycle is 
typically sufficiently short (for example, 1 ms) such that 
turning on and off of the LEDs 102 is not perceivable by a 
human eye but instead appears only as an imperceptible 
reduction in the average light output from the LEDs 102. As 
shown in FIG. 3, the CSC signal is high for the first 31 of 32 
duty cycle slots and is low for the final duty cycle slot. In this 
case, when the CSC signal is low and the LCC signal is high, 
the current sense Voltage Vs is desirable to be detected. 

If the values of the resistances R. R. and R are equal to 
the sample values 0.25C2, 0.025S2 and 0.025S2 respectively 
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6 
and the current flowing through the current sense circuit 106 
is 4.0 A, then the instantaneous power loss due to the current 
sense circuit 106 for the slots 9 to 31 of the duty cycle of FIG. 
3 when the LCC and CSC signals are high would be -0.19 W. 
During the final time slot of the duty cycle of FIG. 3, the 
instantaneous power loss due to the current sense circuit 106 
would be 4.0W. Therefore, in this case, over the overall duty 
cycle, the average power loss due to the current sense circuit 
106 would be equal to: -0.26 W. In the case that the LCC 
signal is high for the entire duty cycle (i.e. the LEDs are on 
100% of the duty cycle), the average power loss due to the 
current sense circuit 106 would be equal to: -0.31 W (but 
would be a lower percentage of total power than the previous 
~0.26 W case, even though the raw number is higher). In the 
sample case in which the duty cycle is divided into 256 slots, 
the CSC signal is low for only one slot and the LCC signal is 
high for 100% of the 256 slots, the average power loss due to 
the current sense circuit would be equal to: -0.20 W. In all of 
these examples, the average power loss due to the current 
sense circuit 106 is substantially below the power loss that 
would result with the use of only the current sense resistor 
108. 

Although depicted with two current sense control transis 
tors 110.110, it should be understood that there could be 
only one current sense control transistor or more than two. 
The number of current sense transistors used depends upon 
the desired adjustment in resistance within the current sense 
circuit 106. If only a single current sense control transistor is 
used, the resistance Rs across the current sense circuit 106 
when the CSC signal is high will be higher than the case in 
which two or more similar transistors are used. Using addi 
tional current sense transistors will further reduce the resis 
tance Rs across the current sense circuit 106 when the CSC 
signal is high, therefore reducing the power loss due to the 
current sense circuit 106 during this time. 

Although a plurality of LEDs 102 is depicted in FIG. 1, it 
should be understood that the number of LEDs should not 
limit the scope of the present invention. In particular, the 
circuit of FIG. 1 could be implemented with one or more 
LEDs. Further, a plurality of circuits similar to that of FIG. 1 
could be implemented within one or more light engine cir 
cuits. For instance, each circuit could include a different set of 
LEDs that are independently controlled by the same or sepa 
rate LCC signals. This is particularly useful in cases in which 
the LEDs in each circuit have different aspects, such as color 
or color temperature. By independently controlling LCC sig 
nals for circuits comprising different color/color temperature 
LEDs, the color/color temperature of the light output from a 
lighting apparatus can be controlled. The current sense circuit 
106 could be implemented within only one of the circuits, a 
plurality of the circuits or all of the circuits. Further, in some 
embodiments, the current sense circuit 106 could be shared if 
two or more of the LED circuits were coupled together at 
node N1. In this case, the LCC signals of the two or more LED 
circuits could be activated at different times within the duty 
cycle and the current sense circuit 106 could be activated (by 
having the CSC signal turn low) during a time when each of 
the LED circuits were activated. 

Although the current sense circuit 106 of FIG. 1 is coupled 
between the reference ground and the current control transis 
tor 104, it should be understood that the circuit could be 
implemented in other variations. For instance, the constant 
current circuit 106 could be implemented in series between 
the Supply Voltage V, and the LEDs 102. In this case, the 
current sense transistors 110,110 could be implemented as 
p-channel transistors, rather than the n-channel transistors 
depicted in the embodiment of FIG.1. The calculation of the 
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current using Such a design would be slightly more compli 
cated as the Voltage drop across the current sense circuit 
would be equal to the Supply Voltage V, minus the Voltage 
at the node between the current sense circuit and the LEDs 
102. An apparatus that is to calculate the current flowing 
through the current sense circuit would therefore need to have 
knowledge of the current supply voltage V, in order to 
accurately calculate the current. 

FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are logical block diagrams of LED 
lighting apparatus according to first, second and third 
embodiments of the present invention respectively. As 
depicted in FIG. 2A, the LED lighting apparatus 200 com 
prises a number of distinct components that together enable 
the lighting apparatus 200 to output light. The LED lighting 
apparatus 200 comprises a light engine 202 which comprises 
a circuit with LEDs that emit light when activated, the light 
engine 202 in some embodiments comprising the circuit of 
FIG. 1; a controller 204 that outputs control signals (the LCC 
and CSC signals) to the light engine 202 and detects the 
current sense Voltage Vs on the light engine 202; an input 
device 206 used by a user of the lighting apparatus 200 to 
select aspects of the light output Such as the intensity, color 
and/or color temperature; and an AC/DC power supply 208 
that receives AC power from the power grid (not shown) and 
provides DC power to the controller 204 and the light engine 
202. As shown in FIG. 2A, the lighting apparatus 200 further 
comprises an optics element 210 that diffuses the light output 
from the LEDs. A thermal element (not shown) would also be 
included within the lighting apparatus 200 to remove heat 
generated by the LEDs in order to enable them to operate at an 
acceptable temperature. In this particular embodiment, the 
lighting apparatus 200 further comprises an encasement 212 
that provides protective structure and artistic design to the 
lighting apparatus 200. In this case, the encasement 212 
encases the light engine 202, the controller 204, the AC/DC 
power supply 208 and the optics element 210. 
The light engine 202 according to some embodiments of 

the present invention is similar to the circuit described herein 
with reference to FIG. 1. It should be understood that 
although depicted as a single component in FIG. 2A, the light 
engine 202 may comprise a plurality of components. For 
example, the LEDs may be physically separated from non 
LED elements. Further, all or some of the elements within the 
light engine 202 may be integrated within another component 
such as the controller 204, the encasement 212 or optics 
element 210. 
The controller 204 in FIG.2A manages the activation of the 

LEDs within the light engine 202 using the LCC signal 
(which may comprise one or more signals to one or more 
circuits within the light engine 202) and, therefore, controls 
the output light spectrum that is generated by the lighting 
apparatus 200. In the architecture depicted in FIG. 2A, the 
controller 204 receives a constant voltage rail and a reference 
ground from the AC/DC power supply 208 and receives user 
input signals from the input device 206. The controller 204 
interprets the user input signals and may rely on information 
stored within a local memory (not shown) and internal Soft 
ware or firmware to generate the LCC signal(s) for the light 
engine 202. Each of the LCC signals, according to some 
embodiments of the present invention, comprises a pulse 
signal that may be in an active high state for a set time within 
a duty cycle. 
As one skilled in the art would understand, the controller 

204 can take a number of different forms including a micro 
controller programmed with Software, firmware, an ASIC, an 
FPGA, a microprocessor, logical hardware components or 
other components that can generate digital signals. In one 
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particular embodiment, the controller comprises a micropro 
cessor from Microchip Technologies Inc. of Chandler, Ariz., 
USA. 
The input device 206 may comprise a dimmer (ex. a triac 

dimmer, a 0-10V Lutron dimmer), an infrared remote control, 
a computer or any other device that can allow a user to make 
selections concerning aspects of the lighting apparatus 200. 
The aspects selected may comprise any one or more of the 
intensity, the color, the color temperature, tint, etc. In some 
cases, the input device 206 may comprise sensor devices Such 
as an ambient light sensor, a motion sensor and/or an occu 
pancy sensor. In these cases, the sensors may provide input 
signals to the controller 204 that affect the LCC signal(s) that 
the controller 204 transmits to the light engine 202. In some 
embodiments, the input device 206 may be integrated with 
another component such as the controller 204 or the encase 
ment 212. In other cases, the lighting apparatus 200 may not 
have an input device 206. For instance, in one embodiment, 
variations in the aspects of the light output may be controlled 
by the controller 204 without external inputs using pre-pro 
grammed code. The pre-programmed code could be enabled 
based on an internal clock, a vibration detection sensor, an 
internal ambient light sensor, an internal motion sensor, an 
internal occupancy sensor, or another component that may 
trigger a change in an aspect of the lighting apparatus 200. 
Further, the pre-programmed code could be set at the factory 
to calibrate the color temperature/color of the lighting appa 
ratus 200. Yet further, the lighting apparatus 200 in some 
embodiments comprises an intensity or color sense compo 
nent and the pre-programmed code can correct for variations 
in the intensity, color temperature or color, for example varia 
tions may occur over time as LEDs may decrease in intensity 
at different rates over long time periods on the of months or 
years of operation. 
The AC/DC power supply 208 may comprise a large num 

ber of different power Supply configurations depending upon 
the particular application. For instance, the AC/DC power 
supply 208 should be selected to match the power needs of the 
light engine 202 and the controller 204 and particularly to the 
LEDs within the light engine 202 which will utilize the major 
ity of the power. The AC/DC power supply 208 of FIG. 2A 
receives a DC Voltage Control (DCVC) signal that can be 
used to adjust the DC voltage level applied to the light engine 
202 and the controller 204. This adjustment in the DC voltage 
level may be necessary due to uncertainties with the forward 
voltages of the LEDs within the light engine 202. In one 
example, a 24V/20 W power supply may be used in a light 
engine configuration that activates 7 LEDs in series at a time, 
each LED having a forward Voltage drop of approximately 
3.4V in this example. To ensure that a desired current flows 
through the LEDs within the light engine 202 despite uncer 
tainties within the forward voltage drops of the LEDs, adjust 
ments in the DC voltage level can be made using the DCVC 
signal as will be described in detail below. 
One skilled in the art will understand that the optics ele 

ment 210 and the thermal element (not shown) can be imple 
mented in many different manners depending on the specific 
technical requirements of the lighting apparatus 200. The 
optics element 210, according to Some embodiments of the 
present invention, diffuse the light output from the LEDs such 
that a single color of light is perceivable at an output of the 
lighting apparatus 200. In one specific example, the optics 
element 210 comprises a frosted acrylic plate. The thermal 
element (not shown) may comprise a heat sink, a heat con 
ductive plate or film, heat conductive fins, one or more heat 
pipes, a fan, a heat removal diaphragm or other elements that 
can enable flow of heat away from the LEDs. 
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It should be understood that the lighting apparatus 200 of 
FIG. 2A is only a sample lighting architecture that could be 
used with the present invention and should not be used to limit 
the scope of the present invention. Large numbers of alterna 
tive lighting architectures are understood by one skilled in the 
art. For instance, the controller 204 could be integrated with 
any one or more of the light engine 202, the input device 206 
and the AC/DC power supply 208. Further, in some lighting 
architectures, one or more of the components within the light 
ing apparatus 200 may be removed. For instance, in some 
lighting architectures the thermal element (not shown) may 
be removed as passive cooling could be sufficient to remove 
heat generated by the LEDs or the encasement 212 could act 
as a thermal element itself. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, the 
controller 204 of FIG. 2A controls the CSC signal that in turn 
controls the current sense control transistors 110,110 of 
FIG. 1. By selecting a time (for example, one or more time 
slots within a duty cycle) to trigger the CSC signal low and 
therefore turn off the current sense control transistors 110, 
110, the controller 204 can decide when to measure the 
current sense Voltage Vs. In some embodiments of the 
present invention, the controller 204 comprises an ADC that 
is operable to convert the current sense Voltage Vs from an 
analog signal to a digital form. In other embodiments, the 
ADC is a separate component coupled to the controller 204. 

FIG. 5A is a flow chart illustrating steps of a control algo 
rithm performed by the controller 204 within the LED light 
ing apparatus 200 of FIG. 2A according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. Firstly, as described above, the control 
ler 204 triggers a current sense operation at step 502. A 
current sense operation can be said to be activated when the 
controller 204 sets the CSC signal to a low state for a time 
period (ex. one timeslot in a duty cycle) while the LCC signal 
for the circuit is activated. As discussed, in this state, the 
resistance Rs across the current sense circuit 106 of FIG. 1 is 
increased to the resistance of the current sense resistor 108 
and the current sense Voltage Vs is increased as a result. 
The controller 204 subsequently, at step 504, receives the 

current sense Voltage Vs. This could be in digital form from 
an ADC that has converted the analog Voltage to a digital form 
or could be in analog form and the controller 204 performs the 
conversion. Next, at step 506, the controller 204 calculates the 
current flowing through the current sense circuit 106 at the 
time that the current sense Voltage Vs was measured. At this 
time, the resistance Rs across the current sense circuit 106 
was equal to the resistance R of the current sense resistor 
108. By dividing the current sense voltage Vs by the known 
value of the resistance R, the controller 204 can calculate the 
current flowing the current sense circuit 106. This calculated 
current will correspond to the current flowing through the 
LEDs 102 during the current sense operation, but may not 
exactly indicate the current flowing through the LEDs during 
a normal operation in which the current sense transistors 
110.110 are turned on and the resistance Rs across the 
current sense circuit 106 is significantly reduced. At step 508, 
the controller 204 may adjust the current calculated at step 
506 to compensate for the change in resistance Rs across the 
current sense circuit 106 during normal operation relative to 
during current sense operation. In some embodiments, step 
508 is not performed and the use of the current calculated at 
step 506 is utilized by the controller 204. 

Next, at step 510, according to some embodiments of the 
present invention, the controller 204 communicates an indi 
cation of the current level calculated in one of steps 506 and 
508. This communication can take place in a number of 
manners and, as will be described herein with reference to 
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10 
FIG. 2A, will be directed to a user that can adjust the DCVC 
signal that controls the DC voltage level applied to the light 
engine 202. In the embodiment of FIG. 2A, the controller 204 
communicates an indication of the current level to a user 
through adjustments in the light output from the lighting 
apparatus 200. 

In one particular implementation, the controller 204 deter 
mines whether the current level calculated is within an 
acceptable range of values for the current flowing through the 
LEDs within the light engine 202. If the current level calcu 
lated is not within the acceptable range of values, the control 
ler 204 may control the LCC signal to go to a low state for all 
or substantially all of the time within a duty cycle and there 
fore effectively turn off the light output from the light engine 
202. By doing this, a user can detect this information and 
interpret it as an indication of the current level. In response, 
the user can adjust the DCVC signal to correct the DC voltage 
level output from the AC/DC power supply 208. For instance, 
the controller 204 may only turn off the light output from the 
light engine 202 if the current level calculated is above a 
maximum acceptable level. By doing this, the controller 204 
can protect the LEDs within the light engine 202 from excess 
current issues. The controller 204 can continually check the 
current level within the light engine 202 even after turning the 
light output offby selectively turning the LCC signal to a high 
state and the CSC signal to a low state for a short time period 
(for example one time slot out of 256 time slots) in each duty 
cycle or a plurality of duty cycles (ex. one time slot every 
second). In this example, once the user has adjusted the 
DCVC signal so that the DC voltage level applied as the 
Supply Voltage V, is lowered to the point where the current 
level calculated by the controller 204 is below the maximum 
acceptable level, the controller 204 can control the LCC sig 
nal(s) as normal and allow a normal operation for the light 
output from the lighting apparatus 200 to continue. 

In a second implementation, the controller 204 can com 
municate an indication of the current level in a different 
manner. For instance, in Some embodiments, the controller 
204 may control the LCC signal(s) in order to create a visible 
blinking in the light output from the lighting apparatus 200. 
The actual value of the current level calculated or an indica 
tion of the current level as it relates to an acceptable range of 
values, can be communicated using a series of flashes that 
may be of consistent length or alternatively be of different 
time length (ex. a set of short and long flashes that commu 
nicate information using a protocol such as Morse Code). In 
another variant, the controller 204 may cause the light output 
from the lighting apparatus to blink if the current level calcu 
lated is outside of the acceptable range for the light engine, the 
length of the blinks indicating to a user the difference between 
the current level calculated and the acceptable range of cur 
rents. For example, as the user adjusts the DCVC signal to 
move the DC voltage level applied to the light engine 202 
towards the correct level, the blinks may decrease in length to 
indicate that the current level calculated is getting closer to 
the acceptable range. It should be understood that other tech 
niques to communicate an indication of the current level 
calculated are possible using adjustments in the light output 
from the lighting apparatus 200. 

In yet another implementation, the controller 204 can com 
municate an indication of the current level using changes in 
the light output from the lighting apparatus 200 that are not 
visible to the human eye. In order to accomplish this, the 
controller 204 may utilize a number of different modulation 
techniques including pulse position modulation, frequency 
modulation or pulse width modulation to generate the LCC 
signal(s) that in turn control the light output of the lighting 
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apparatus 200. For example, the controller 204 may transmit 
digital information related to the current level calculated by 
adjusting the duty cycle utilized or by slightly adjusting the 
on/off time of the LEDs from duty cycle to duty cycle. The 
light output from the lighting apparatus 200 can then Subse 
quently be received and interpreted by a separate apparatus as 
will be described with reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are logical block diagrams of a current 
level display apparatus according to particular example 
implementations of the present invention in which the LED 
lighting apparatus of FIG. 2A communicates information 
optically. The current level display apparatus of FIG. 4A 
comprises an optical receiver 402, a controller 404 and a 
display 406. The optical receiver 402 receives the light output 
from the lighting apparatus 200 and provides an indication of 
the light levels to the controller 404 which can then interpret 
the light levels in order to extract the information related to 
the indication of the current level. The interpretation tech 
niques used will depend upon the modulation techniques used 
within the controller 204. It should be understood that the 
optical receiver 402 and the controller 404 work together to 
regenerate the indication of the current level being transmit 
ted by the controller 204 through the light output of the 
lighting apparatus 200. Once the indication of the current 
level has been regenerated, the controller 404 transmits it to 
the display 406 so that it can be displayed to a user. The user 
can read the display 406 and based upon the indication of the 
current level (which may be a number or another indication 
(ex. color, shape, arrow, etc.), the user can adjust the DCVC 
signal within the AC/DC power supply 208 in order to adjust 
the DC Supply Voltage V, applied to the light engine 202. 

FIG. 4B depicts a slightly modified version of the current 
level display apparatus of FIG. 4A. In the FIG. 4B, the display 
406 is replaced with first, second and third sets of LEDs 
408,410,412. In one implementation, the first, second and 
third sets of LEDs 408,410.412 comprise green LEDs, yellow 
LEDs and red LEDs respectively. In this embodiment, the 
controller 404 is operable to turn on one or more of the sets of 
LEDs 408,410,412 based upon the received indication of the 
current level. For example, if the current level is within an 
acceptable range, the green LEDs 408 may be turned on 
while, if the current level is in at a critical level, the red LEDs 
412 may be turned on. In other cases, in which the current 
level is not ideal, the yellow LEDs 410 may be turned on. The 
LEDs 408,410.412 may be used to provide information and/ 
or instructions to a user in order to triggeran adjustment in the 
DCVC signal for the AC/DC power supply 208. 

It should be noted that the adjustment of the DCVC signal 
could be accomplished in a number of manners depending 
upon the particular implementation within the AC/DC power 
Supply 208. In some example implementations, an adjust 
ment in the DCVC signal is triggered by a mechanical adjust 
ment in an element such as a screw, dial, dimmer or other 
input device. In other implementations, the DCVC signal 
may be controlled electronically. In embodiments of the 
present invention related to FIG. 2A, a human will view the 
indication of the current level in some form as described and 
manually adjust the voltage of the AC/DC power supply 208, 
though it should be understood that in other embodiments, 
Such a Voltage adjustment is done automatically. 

FIG. 2B is a modified logical block diagram to that 
depicted in FIG. 2A. The lighting apparatus 200 of FIG. 2B 
is similar to that of FIG. 2A and therefore similar elements 
have been labeled with the same references. In FIG. 2B, the 
lighting apparatus 200 further comprises a terminal 214 
which is coupled to a current indication display 216. In this 
embodiment, rather than communicate an indication of the 
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current level through control of the LCC signal(s) and there 
fore the light output of the lighting apparatus, the controller 
204 communicates an indication of the current level calcu 
lated to the current indication display 216 directly through the 
terminal 214. This communication could take many forms 
and the indication of the current level may be transmitted in 
analog or digital form, may be modulated or not and may be 
encapsulated within a protocol system (ex. packet based pro 
tocol such as Internet Protocol). The current indication dis 
play 216 can operate in much the same manner as either the 
apparatus of FIG. 4A or 4B but there will be no need for the 
optical receiver 402. 

FIG. 2C is a further modified logical block diagram to that 
depicted in FIG. 2A. The lighting apparatus 200 of FIG. 2C 
is similar to that of FIG. 2A and therefore similar elements 
have been labeled with the same references. In FIG. 2C, the 
controller 204 does not communicate the indication of the 
current level to a user so that the user can adjust the DC 
voltage level output from the AC/DC power supply 208. 
Instead, in FIG. 2C, the controller 204 directly controls the 
AC/DC power supply 208 using the DCVC signal. In this 
embodiment, the controller 204 will operate with a modified 
control algorithm to that described with reference to FIG. 5A 
for the lighting apparatus 200 of FIG. 2A. 

FIG. 5B is a flow chart illustrating steps of a control algo 
rithm performed by a controller within the LED lighting 
apparatus 200 of FIG.2C according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. The control algorithm of FIG.5B is similar 
to that of FIG. 5A and therefore similar elements have been 
labeled with the same references. As depicted in FIG. 5B, 
rather than step 510, the controller 204 within the lighting 
apparatus 200, determines at step 512 whether the current 
level calculated within step 508 (or 506 if step 508 is not 
performed) is acceptable. This can be done by a number of 
manners. For example, an acceptable range may be pro 
grammed within the controller 204 and the controller 204 
may compare the current level calculated with the acceptable 
range. In other examples, the controller 204 may have an 
exact value that is desired for the current level within the light 
engine and the controller 204 may only determine that the 
current level calculated is acceptable if the current is precisely 
at the value desired. 
As shown, if the current level calculated is not acceptable at 

step 512, the controller 204 adjusts the DC supply voltage 
V, output from the AC/DC power supply 208 by adjusting 
the DCVC signal. This adjustment may be precisely calcu 
lated to result in a current level within the light engine 202 that 
will be acceptable or alternatively may be an adjustment in 
the direction towards the current level becoming acceptable. 
In particular, the controller 204 may determine the level of the 
adjustment by the difference between the current level calcu 
lated and the acceptable range of current levels (or the exact 
value that is desired). After the adjustment at step 514, the 
controller 204 may continue to monitor the current level by 
returning to step 502 and repeating the steps of FIG. 5B. If the 
current level calculated is acceptable at step 512, the control 
ler 204 may also continue to monitor the current level by 
returning to step 502 and repeating the steps of FIG. 5B. 
Alternatively, once the current level calculated is acceptable 
at step 512, the controller 204 may stop monitoring the cur 
rent level for a set time period or possibly forever. 

Although the embodiments of FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are 
described as independent embodiments of the present inven 
tion, it should be understood that two or more of the embodi 
ments could be implemented within a single lighting appara 
tus. For instance, the automatic control system described 
above with reference to FIG.2C could be implemented along 
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with a communication system such as that described with 
reference to FIG. 2A or 2B. The use of the communication 
system of an indication of the current level may be desirable 
to provide back-up information, to provide a person the actual 
value for the current level and/or to provide an emergency 
shut-off of the LEDs in the case that the current flowing 
through the LEDs is above a maximum acceptable level. 

Although described as time slots within a duty cycle, it 
should be understood that the divisions within a duty cycle 
may be in any segments. For instance, in some embodiments 
of the present invention, the duty cycle is divided into time 
segments in useconds. In other embodiments, the duty cycle 
is divided into time slots (ex. 256) but the actual number of 
time slots assigned to a particular operational state may not be 
an integer. In these cases, the exact selection of the number of 
time slots may be set by an average of the number of time slots 
across a plurality of duty cycles. 

Although various embodiments of the present invention 
have been described and illustrated, it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that numerous modifications and varia 
tions can be made without departing from the scope of the 
invention, which is defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A circuit comprising: 
at least one light emitting diode (LED) coupled between a 

Supply Voltage and a node: 
a current sense circuit coupled between the node and a 

reference ground, the current sense circuit comprising a 
resistor coupled in parallel with at least one transistor, 
the at least one transistor being activated during a first 
State and being deactivated during a second state; 

wherein the node is coupled to a current determination 
apparatus operable to determine a current flowing 
through the at least one LED during the second state 
using a Voltage sensed at the node. 

2. A circuit according to claim 1 further comprising a light 
control transistor coupled in series with the at least one LED, 
the light control transistor being activated for a time period set 
for the at least one LED to be activated within a duty cycle: 
and wherein the at least one transistor within the current sense 
circuit is within the second state during the time period set for 
the at least one LED to be activated within the duty cycle. 

3. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein a resistance of the 
current sense circuit is at a first value during the first state and 
a second value higher than the first value during the second 
State. 

4. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the at least one 
transistor within the current sense circuit is within the first 
state for a first time period within a duty cycle and within the 
second state for a second time period within the duty cycle, 
the first time period being substantially longer than the sec 
ond time period. 

5. An apparatus incorporating a circuit according to claim 
1 and further comprising the current determination apparatus. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, in order to 
determine a current flowing through the at least one LED 
during the second state, the current determination apparatus is 
operable to sense a Voltage at the node during the second state 
and to divide the sensed voltage by a resistance of the resistor 
within the current sense circuit. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the current 
determination apparatus is further operable to determine a 
current flowing through the at least one LED during the first 
State by compensating the determined current flowing 
through the at least one component during the second state by 
the change in resistance within the current sense circuit 
between the first and second states. 
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8. An apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the current 

determination apparatus is further operable to control the at 
least one transistor within the current sense circuit. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 8 further comprising a 
light control transistor coupled in series with the at least one 
LED, the light control transistor being activated for a time 
period set fortheat least one LED to be activated withina duty 
cycle; and wherein the at least one transistor within the cur 
rent sense circuit is within the second state during the time 
period set for the at least one LED to be activated within the 
duty cycle. 

10. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the current 
determination apparatus is further operable to control the 
light control transistor. 

11. A circuit comprising: 
at least one light emitting diode (LED) coupled between a 

node and a reference ground; 
a current sense circuit coupled between a supply voltage 

and the node, the current sense circuit comprising a 
resistor coupled in parallel with at least one transistor, 
the at least one transistor being activated during a first 
state and being deactivated during a second state; 

wherein a Voltage at the node is coupled to a current deter 
mination apparatus operable to determine a current 
flowing through the at least one LED during the second 
State. 

12. A circuit according to claim 11 further comprising a 
light control transistor coupled in series with the at least one 
LED, the light control transistor being activated for a time 
period set fortheat least one LED to be activated withina duty 
cycle; and wherein the at least one transistor within the cur 
rent sense circuit is within the second state during the time 
period set for the at least one LED to be activated within the 
duty cycle. 

13. A circuit according to claim 11, wherein a resistance of 
the current sense circuit is at a first value during the first state 
and a second value higher than the first value during the 
second state. 

14. A circuit according to claim 11, wherein the at least one 
transistor within the current sense circuit is within the first 
state for a first time period within a duty cycle and within the 
second state for a second time period within the duty cycle, 
the first time period being substantially longer than the sec 
ond time period. 

15. An apparatus incorporating a circuit according to claim 
11 and further comprising the current determination appara 
tuS. 

16. An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein, in order 
to determine a current flowing through the at least one LED 
during the second state, the current determination apparatus is 
operable to sense a voltage at the node during the second state 
to calculate a Voltage drop across the current sense circuit by 
Subtracting the sensed Voltage from the supply voltage and to 
divide the Voltage drop by a resistance of the resistor within 
the current sense circuit. 

17. An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the cur 
rent determination apparatus is further operable to determine 
a current flowing through the at least one LED during the first 
State by compensating the determined current flowing 
through the at least one component during the second state by 
the change in resistance within the current sense circuit 
between the first and second states. 

18. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the cur 
rent determination apparatus is further operable to control the 
at least one transistor within the current sense circuit. 
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