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335 headend

A remote-controlled
robot designed to work under read, recorded, or erased In a tape deck, for instance, it is

the ndjustment of a playback or record head to schieve
he

proper 90° alignment with the tape path
utbot lals circumstances, such

as nuclear reactor repair, fire

space exploration.

fighting,
o

Abbreviation ofheterojunction
bipolar transistor head amplifier An amplifier utilized at the source of an audio

or video signal to amplify a signal which would otherwise

be too weak for the main amplifier For example, may

consist of a preamplifier incorporated
into a microphome.

HC

c Abbreviation
ofHefner

candle.

1, Abbreviation
ot human-computer interaction.

Abbreviation

of human-computer interface.

rOS Abbreviation ot hign-speed complementary metal nead crash
A hard disk failure in which the

read/write head

gemiconductor,
or high-density complementary metal-

idesemiconductor.
A CMOS technology with enhanced

red and perfomance.
Used, for instance, in smart cards.

collides with the surface ofa disk. This may be caused by a

foreign object such as dust, or a misalignment.
Data is de-

stroyed, and generally
both the read/write head and the plat-

ter must be replaced. Also called hard disk crash, or crash

(2).
HD

1. Abbreviation
of

high-density.

bich-definition.
3. Abbreviation of hard drive. 4. Abbre-

2. Abbreviation of

head degausser Same as head demagnetizer.

head demagnetizer
A circuit or device which removes resid-

ual magnetism from a tape head. Also called head de-
viation

of hard disk.

HDA
Abbreviation

of head drive assembly.

HDD
Abbreviation

of hard disk drive.

HDF
Abbreviation

of Hierarchical Data Format.

HDIL Abbreviation
of hardware description language.

HDLC Abbreviation of High-Level Data Link Control.

HDML Abbreviation of Handheld Device Markup Language.

A version of HTML tailored to wireless devices such as

properly equipped
cell phones and PDAs.

HDSL Abbreviation of high bit-rate digital subscriber line,

high-speed digital
subscriber line, or high bit-rate DSL. A

version of DSL utilizing two cable pairs, and which supports

up
to TI signaling

rates in both directions. There is an equal

amount of
bandwidth in each direction. For instance, the

transmission rate may be 1.544 Mbps upstream, and 1.544

Mbps downstream. El is supported
with the use of 3 cable

pairs.

gausser.

head drive assembly For a disk drive, a sealed assembly

which includes the read/write heads, access arms, platters,

and associated components.
Its abbreviation is HDA.

head end Same as headend.

head gap 1. The space between a read/write head and a com-

puter magnetic storage medium, such as a disk or tape.

2. The width of the gap between pole pieces in a tape head.

Also called gap width.

head-mounted device A device, such as a head-mounted

display,
which is worn on the head. Its abbreviation is

HMD
head-mounted display

Its abbreviation is HMD. A computer

monitor, or other display, which is worm on the head. An

HMD may display to one or both eyes, and may be in the

form of goggles, a helmet, or the like. When displaying for

one eye, for instance, it allows a user to view it without

looking away from the surrounding environment, which is

useful in many technical and scientific applications.
When

displaying to both eyes, it is especially
suited for immersion

in virtual reality environments. An HMD often has other

associated devices working alongside, such as a microphone

and earphones.

HDSL2 Abbreviation of high bit-rate digital subscriber line-2,

or high bit-rate DSL-2. An enhanced version of HDSL

which utilizes I cable pair, and provides other benefits, such

as a more reliable connection.

HDSS Abbreviation of holographic data storage system.

HDT Abbreviation of host digital terminal.

HDTV Abbreviation of high-definition TV, or high-

delinition television. 1. A standard for the transmission and

Teception
of TV signals with increased resolution and sound

quality
in

comparison
to standards such as NTSC or PAL.

uch a standard provides for the transmission of a
signal

providing over 1,000 active lines, a 16:9 aspect rati0, and

ugital-quality
sound. Also called HDTV standard. 2.A

ICe, such as a TV receiver, which is compatible
with

T(). Such a receiver provides, among other beneits,

mage equal to or greater in resolution to that ofa movie

thecater, a
wider screen which more closely matches thehu

man field of vision, and

Nhich
is

digitally encoded. Also called HDTV receiver,

receiver Abbreviation of high-definition
TV receiver.

Same as HDTV (2).

head-related transfer function Its abbreviation is HRTF. A

transfer function that takes into account factors involved in

sound reaching
the ears of a listener, for sound localization

and the determination of the arriving spectrum
of sound.

Variables such as the dimensions of the ear canal, the exte-

rior part
of the ear, head, and torso, and how these modify

the spectrum
of the sound heard are combined with the azi-

muth, elevation, range, and frequency of the sound source,

the slightly different time at which a sound arrives at each

ear, and so on. Each listener has a unique HRTF.
multiple-channel

sound format

head room Same as headroom.

Standard Abbreviation of high-definition
TV Stan-

dard. Same as HDTV (1).

head stack In a tape recorder, two or more heads mounted as

a unit and utilized for multi-track recording. Also called

head stack assembly.

head stack assembly
Same as head stack.

TYsterm Abbreviation of high-definition TV system.

system which employs an HDTV standard.

D Abbreviation ofhalf-duplex.
operation Abbreviation of half-duplex operation.

fe Chemical
symbol for helium.

Ne laser Same as helium-neon laser.

A device
which reads, records, or erases signals on a headend 1. In a TV system, such as

satellite Tv or cable TV,
Bead

ge medium such as a magnetic tape ories include
recording heads, read/write heads, and

neads. 2. In computers, the top or start ofsomething,asa
program, document, page, or the like.

gnment The alignment ofahead (1) to maintain
the

head-stick Same as headstick.

head-to-tape
contact The physical

contact a tape head makes

with a magnetic tape being recorded or reproduced. The

proper contact helps optimize recording or reproduction, and

helps protect the tape from physical damage such as wrin-

kling. Also called tape-to-head
contact.

disk drive. the location at which signals are
received, then processed,

and from which they are distributed to
the individual sub

scribers.

properSpatial
relationship with the magnetic medium being

Also spelled head end. Also called cable

ead
headend. 2. Another such

similar location from which a
communications entity, such as an ISP, distributes informa

tion to individual
subscribers
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1Jlhll1 circumsrnnccs. such us nuclcnr rcnctor repair, fire 
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ioiion of hctcrojunclion bipolar t ra nsistor. 
•l ~bbr~' 

H• auon of Hefner candle . 
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Ht ,\bbre,·iat1on of hu ma n-computer Interact ion. 

Hf1 bl. · iation of human-computer interface. 
' ~~ [<:\ • 

•· S Abbreviation of l11gh-speed complementary mctal-

Hf)IO miconductor, or high-density complementary mctal-
~ K . 

0
' J emiconductor. A CMOS technology with enhanced 

O\I C S d r . . 
~ and perfom1ance. ~se , ,or ,_nstance, 111 sma~ c~rds. 

D I. Abbreviation of lug~-~ens1ty. 2. A~breviat1on of 

H hi•h-dcfinition. 3. Abbrev1at1on of hard drive. 4. Abbre-

11; 1100 of hard disk. 

DA Abbreviation of head d r ive assembly. 

:DD Abbreviation of hard disk drive. 

HOF Abbreviation of Hiera rchical Data Format. 

HDL Abbreviation of hardware description language. 

HDLC Abbreviation of High-Level Data Link Control. 

HD)IL Abbreviation of Handheld Device Markup Language. 

~ ,ersion of HTML tailored to wireless devices such as 

properly equipped cell phones and PD As. 

HD L Abbreviation of high bit-rate digital subscriber line, 

high-speed digital subscriber line, or high bit-rate DSL. A 

1ers1on of DSL utilizing two cable pairs, and which supports 

up 10 Tl signaling rates in both directions. There is an equal 

amount of bandwidth in each direction. For instance, the 

1ransm1ssion rate may be 1.544 Mbps upstream, and 1.544 

\lbps downstream. EI is supported with the use of 3 cable 

paus 

110 L2 Abbreviation of h igh bit-rate digital subscriber line-2, 

or high bit-rate DSL-2. An enhanced version of HOSL 

•h1ch 111ilizcs I cable pair. and provides other benefits, such 

as a more reliable connection. 

HOS Abbreviation of holographic data storage system. 

IIDT Abbreviation of hos I d igital terminal. 

IIDT\I Abbreviation of high-definition TV, or high-

definnion television. I. A standard for the transmission and 

rrcrp1ion of TV signals with increased resolution and sound 

quality in comparison to standards such as NTSC or PAL. 

Such n ~tandord provides for the transmission of a signal 

PrO\ iding over 1,000 active lines, a 16:9 aspect ratio, and 

dig11al-quahty sound. Also called HDTV standard . 2. A 

J,_icc, such as a TV receiver. which is compatible with 

IIDT\' (I). uch a receiver provides, among other benefits, 

Jn •niagc cqunl 10 or greater in resolution to that of a movie 

lhcJ1cr. n " ider screen which more closely matches the hu­

lnln field of , ISIOn. and a multiple-channel sound format 

Ii •h1eh "d1g11ully encoded. Also called HDTV receiver. 

OT\ rcccl\ er Abbreviation of high-definition TV receiver. 
ln1c as HOT\' (2) 

H~T\ standard A~bre, iation of high-definition TV stan-
1rd ' u111c as HDTV ( I ) 

11
~
1
;, ) stem Abbre, io1io.n of high-definition TV system. 

110 >)>lcm " h1ch employs an HDTV standard. 

liD \ \bbr•'1ation of half-duplex. 

lit \ opcrniion Abbre, 1ation of half-duplex operation. 

Ii C'henucJI s,mbol for helium. 
t-\ r IJ1 , 
, d r r , ame as helium-neon laser. 

:· 
1
: \ de, ice "h1ch reads. records. or erases signals on a 

t \ .,:''1 ° ·,li~m :uch as o magnetic tnpe o~ a disk drive. 

, h · mduJ, reconlm1t heads, read/wrne heads and 

', CJJ.,; 2. In compute;;;. 1hc lop or stnn of sometliing, 

t Jd J Program. document. page. or the like. 
lh•nn,e Th 

• n1 c alignment of a head ( I ) 10 maintain the 

'NIIJI re!J11onsh1p "1th 1he magnetic medium being 

J:IS 

rend, recori.Jrd , or 1•1,1 111 111 ft I I 

the 11dj11s1111c111 ul n pl11 yhw I 01 1r rd 

proper 90 ' 111ig11111c 111 w11h 11,r 1,1, p ti 

hcutl nmpll ner An n111plific1 u11hH I t 1 

or video signal 10 umplify ·, •1vn,tl t, i 

be too weak for lhe mam ampli fier f-o• 

consist of a preamplifier mcorp<,rat('d on•,, 

hentl crnsh A hard disk fotlure 111 wh, h r ,. ,,. ' 

collides with the surface of a disk Tiu rn 11 be 

foreign object such as dust, or ,1 m1 .1111,(nrn('nl 

strayed, and generally both the read/wnre he 

tcr must be replaced. Also ca lled hard di,k era h 

(2). 

head degausser Same as head demagnetlt.er 

head demagnetizer A circuit or device which remo, e r 

ual magnetism from a tape head Also called head df!-

gausser. 

head drive assembly For a disk drive. a sca led as embly 

which includes the read/write heads, access arms planer 

and associated components. Its abbreviation 1s HD 

head end Same as headend. 

head gap I . The space between a read/write head and a com­

puter magnetic storage med ium, such as a disk or tape 

2. The width of the gap between pole pieces m a tape head 

Also called gap width. 

head-mou nted device A device, such as a head-mounted 

display, which is worn on the head. Its abbrev1at1on 1s 

HMD. 

head-mounted display Its abbreviation is HMO. A co mputer 

monitor, or other display, which is worn on the head. An 

HMO may display to one or both eyes, and may be 111 the 

form of goggles, a helmet, or the like. When displaying for 

one eye, for instance, it allows a user to view ii without 

looking away from the surrounding environment, which is 

useful in many technical and scientific applications. When 

displaying to both eyes, it is especially suited for immersion 

in virtual reality environments. An HMO ofien has other 

associated devices working alongside, such as a microphone 

and earphones. 

head-related transfer function Its abbreviation is HRTF. A 

transfer function that takes into account factors involved in 

sound reaching the ears of a listener, for sound localization 

and the determination of the arriving spectrum of sound. 

Variables such as the dimensions of the ear canal, the exte­

rior part of the ear, head, and torso, and how these modify 

the spectrum of the sound heard are combined with the azi­

muth, elevation, range, and frequency of the sound source, 

the slightly different time at which a sound arrives at each 

ear, and so on. Each listener has a unique HRTF. 

head room Same as headroom. 

head slack In a tape recorder, two or more heads mounted as 

a unit and util ized for multi-track recording. Also called 

head stack assembly. 

head stack assembly Same as head stack. 

head-stick Same as headstick. 

head-to-tape contact The physical contact a tape head makes 

with a magnetic tape being recorded or reproduced. The 

proper contact helps optimize recording or reproduction, and 

helps protect the tape from physical damage such as wrin­

kling. Also called tape-to-head contact. 

headend I. In a TV system, such as satellite TV or cable T 

1he location at which signals are received, then processed· 

and from which they are distributed to the individual sub'. 

scribers. Also spelled head end. Also called cab( 

headend. 2. Another such similar location from Whicl ~ 

communications entity, such as an ISP, distributes info 1 a 

lion 10 individual subscribers. rma-
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