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As authorized by the Board (Paper 13), Petitioners file this Preliminary 

Reply and demonstrate that discretionary denial is inappropriate. 

I. DENIAL UNDER FINTIV IS INAPPROPRIATE 

With this Preliminary Reply, Petitioners provide a Sotera stipulation (EX-

1044), which fully resolves consideration of Fintiv under the USPTO’s Interim 

Procedure for Discretionary Denials (“Guidance”). See Guidance at 7 (stating that 

“the PTAB will not discretionarily deny institution … where a petitioner presents a 

stipulation not to pursue in a parallel proceeding the same grounds or any grounds 

that could have reasonably been raised before the PTAB”). 

II. CONCLUSION 

For the above reasons, and those set forth in the Petition, Petitioners 

respectfully request that Trial be instituted. 
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Date: November 13, 2023 Respectfully submitted, 

 
/Ali R. Sharifahmadian/   
Ali R. Sharifahmadian (Reg. No. 48,202) 
Counsel for Petitioners 
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Christian W. Conkle (cconkle@raklaw.com) 
Qi Tong (ptong@raklaw.com) 
Paul Anthony Kroeger (pkroeger@raklaw.com) 
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