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1. Introduction

With the wide availability of broadband Internet, video conferencing is becoming more and more
popular both for professional and private use, and gradually replacing traditional audio calls.
However when talking over a traditional video conferencing system such as Skype or Apple's
FaceTime, conversation partners do not have eye contact. Concretely, when the camera is at the
top of the screen, the users have the impression that the conversation partner is looking down.
Beyond the pure aesthetic aspect, gaze-awareness-(eye-contact)-is-a key and indispensable aspect
of human communication [1], [2], [3] a&ighus ibi€onpodaméadiagpreserved when communicating
over an electronic link. The problenTof missingeye tontactissimpty due to the location disparity
between the video conferencing window and the camera. Eye contact could be achieved by placing
a camera right behind the video window, but this would require a transparent screen or a special

mechanism involving mirrors. This has been addressed at the high-end level of teleconferencing
systems using special hardware [4], [5], [6], [7] but has not yet been convincingly solved at the
consumer level.
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