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latency period | Latin American

latency period n. 1. The fourth stage of psychosexual development
in psychoanalytic theory, from about five years to puberty, during which
a child apparently represses sexual urges and prefers to associate with
members of the same sex. It is preceded by the phallic stage and followed
by the genital stage. 2. A latent period.

La Téne (li tén’) adj. Of or relating to a late Iron Age Celtic civiliza-
tion dating from the fifth to the first century B.C., influenced by early
contact with Greek and Etruscan civilizations and flourishing through-
out most of northern Europe until the Roman conquests. [After La Téne,
a district at the eastern end of the Lake of Neuchitel in Switzerland.]
late-night also late night (lat/nit’) adj. 1. Occurring late at night:
a late-night television show. 2. Open late at night: a late-night diner.
laetent (lat’/nt) adj. 1. Present or potential but not evident or active:
latent talent. 2. Pathology In a dormant or hidden stage: a latent infection.
3. Biology Undeveloped but capable of normal growth under the proper
conditions: a latent bud. 4. Psychology Present and accessible in the un-
conscious mind but not consciously expressed. < n. A fingerprint that
is not apparent to the eye but can be made sufficiently visible, as by dust-
ing or fuming, for use in identification. [Middle English, from Old
French, from Latin laténs, latent-, present participle of latére, to lie hid-
den.] —la’tentely adv.

Synonyms latent, dormant, quiescent These adjectives mean present or
in existence but not active or manifest. What is latent is present but not
evident: latent ability. Dormant evokes the idea of sleep: a dormant vol-
cano. Quiescent sometimes—but not always—suggests temporary inac-
tivity: “For a time, he [the whale] lay quiescent” (Herman Melville).

latent heat n. The quantity of heat absorbed or released by a sub-
stance undergoing a change of state, such as ice changing to water or
water to steam, at constant temperature and pressure. Also called heat of
transformation.
latent period n. 1. The interval between exposure to an infectious
organism or a carcinogen and the clinical appearance of disease. 2. The
interval between stimulus and response.
lateer (lator) adj. Comparative of late < adv. Comparative of late.
Subsequently; afterward. Often used with on: She arrived on the ferry, and
he came later. He later felt that he was wrong. Later on, we watched a movie.
4 interj. Informal Used to express goodbye.

lateereal (litfar-al) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or situated at or on the side.
2. Of or constituting a change within an organization or hierarchy to a
position at a similar level to the one being left: made a lateral move within
the company. 3. Linguistics Of, relating to, or being a sound produced by
breath passing along one or both sides of the tongue. % n. 1. A lateral
part, projection, passage, or appendage. 2. Football A lateral pass. 3. Lin-
guistics A lateral sound, such as (1). < v. -aled, -aleing, -als also -alled,
-aleling, -als Football —intr. To execute a lateral pass. —tr. To pass
(the ball) sideways or backward. [Middle English, from Old French, from
Latin lateralis, from latus, later-, side.] —lat’erealely adv.

lateral bud 7. A bud on the side of the stem, usually in a leaf axil.
lateerealeiety (lit/>-ril/i-té) n. Preference in using one side of the
body over the other.

lateersaleiezaction (lit’ar-a-li-za’shan) . Localization of a func-
tion, such as speech, to the right or left side of the brain. —lat’ereale
ize’ v.

lateral line n. A series of sensory pores along the head and sides of
fish and some amphibians by which water currents, vibrations, and pres-
sure changes are detected.

lateral meristem n. A meristem in vascular plants, such as the
cambium, in which secondary growth occurs.

lateral pass n. Football A usually underhand pass that is thrown
sideways or somewhat backward with respect to downfield.
Lateerean Council (lit/ar-an) n. Any of a series of councils held

in the Lateran Palace, a former papal residence, in Rome between the sev-
enth and the 18th century, five of which (in 1123, 1139, 1179, 1215, and

1512-1517) were ecumenical. The fourth, often considered the most im-
portant, produced the doctrine of transubstantiation.

Jateereite (lit’-rit’) n. A red residual soil formed by the leaching of

silica and by the enrichment with aluminum and iron oxides, especially

in humid climates. [Latin later, brick + —ITE".] —lat’ereit’ic (-rit’ik)

adj.

1 it mma&lmin (124 ¥ mAlohan) w0 Tha nracece hv which a later-

fathe (lath) n. A machine for shaping a piece of material, suchasi
or metal, by rotating it rapidly along its axis while pressing a fixed a
or abrading tool against it. + tr.v. lathed, latheing, lathes To
shape on a lathe. [Middle English, a device used by coopers, perhat
turning lathe, probably of Scandinavian origin.]
latheer (lith’sr) n. 1. A foam formed by soap or detergent agl
in water, as in washing or shaving. 2. Froth formed by profuses
as on a horse. 3. Informal A condition of anxious or heated discon
sure; agitation: The students were in a lather over the proposed resiidy :
% v. -ered, -ereing, -ers —tr. 1. To spread with or as if with athes
Informal To give a beating to; whip. —intr. 1. To produce lather; f
2. To become coated with lather. [Probably from Middle English
en, to wash or soak clothes, from Old English [2thran, to cover withlé
er. See leu(a)- in Appendix 1.] —lath’ereer . —lath’erey ad.
latheing (lith’ing, lath’-) n. 1. The act or process of buildings
laths. 2. Work made of laths. 3. A quantity of laths.
latheyerism (lith/>-riz’am) n. A disease of humans and ani
caused by eating legumes of the genus Lathyrus and characte ize
spastic paralysis, hyperesthesia, and paresthesia. [From New I
Lathyrus, genus name, from Greek lathuros, a type of pea, from Akl
ladiru, type of plant.]
laeti (l47te’) n. Plural of lats.
laetieces (la’ti-séz’, lit/i-) n. A plural of latex.
laeticeiefer (la-tisa-for) n. A plant duct containing latex [£
latex, latic-, fluid; see LATEX + —FER.]
lateiecifeersous (lat/i-sif’or-as) adj. Producing or containingh
lastiefunedieo (li't>-foon’de-6') n., pl. -0s A large landed @
in Spain or Latin America. [Spanish, from Latin latifundium, latifus
um. See LATIFUNDIUM. ]
lactiefunediseta (li’to-foon-dés’ta) n. The owner of a lafifu
[Spanish, from latifundio, latifundio. See LATIFUNDIO.]
lateiefunedieum (lit’s-fiin’dé-am) n., pl. -diea (-d&-)
landed estate, especially of the ancient Romans. [Latin [atifu
latus, broad + fundus, estate, base.]
¢ lastilela (li-té’y2) n. Southwestern U.S. A usually peeled limbor
used as a ceiling material, as between beams or vigas. [American $p
diminutive of Spanish lata, small stick, from Vulgar Latin *lafta,0
manic origin. ]
Lateiemer (lit’>-mor), Hugh 14852-1555. English prelate
fused to recant his Protestantism after the accession of Mary], aCat
and was executed for heresy.
Latein (lit/n) n. 1a. The Indo-European language of the
Latins and Romans and the most important cultural language of &
Europe until the end of the 17th century. b. The Latin languagean
erature from the end of the third century B.C. to the end of thes
century A.D. 2a. A member of a Latin people, especially a natiyeg
habitant of Latin America. b. A Latino or Latina. 3. A native orre
of ancient Latium. < adj. 1. Of, relating to, or composed in Li#
Latin scholar; Latin verse. 2a. Of or relating to ancient Rome, ifs i
or its culture. b. Of or relating to Latium, its people, or its culi
Of or relating to the languages that developed from Latin, suchasl
French, Spanish, and Portuguese, or to the peoples that speak them
Of or relating to the peoples, countries, or cultures of Latin A net
Of or relating to Latinos or their culture. 5. Of or relating to the :
Catholic Church. [Middle English, from Old French and from 0l
lish l@den, both from Latin Latinus, from Latium, an ancient cou
west-central Italy.] :
Laetiena’ (lo-té’ns, li-, li-) n. A Latino woman or girl. [Spani
inine of Latino, Latino. See LATINO.] —Laeti’na adj.

person of Latin-American descent. —Lat’in-, dl
v ey Aemer’/iscan (lit'n-o-
ln'ate (lit'n-at’) adj. Of, derived from, or suggestive of Latin:
atinate word; a formal, Latinate prose style.
u Church n. The Roman Catholic Church.
N Cross n. A cross with a shorter horizontal bar i i
C 1
ivel:ncal bar above the midpoint. P
N*ISM (lit’n-iz’am) n. An idiom, a struct i
- S.uggestive Wiy 5 ucture, or a word derived
h'!s: (lit’n-ist) n. A specialist in Latin.
nei*ty (lo-tin’i-té) n. 1. The manner in whi in i i
a o1 ch Latin is used in
ing f; ;/r};ngé 2A II:atm quaht4y or character: Her speech was marked
Jlorid Latinity. 3. atinism. 4. Latin lit : Thi: 1
il o Lutiniy in literature: This concept is not
Tize (lat'n-iz’ )‘ v. -ized, -izeing, -izees —tr. 1a. To translate
atin. b. To transliterate into the characters of the Latin alphabet;
e. €. To make' (a word, for example) similar in appearance to
tinize an English name. 2. To cause to adopt or acquire Latin
teristics or customs. 3. To cause to follow or resemble the Roman
lé:nChchh allll'l dogma or practices. 4. To make Latino or Latin
, as in culture. —intr. To use Latinisms. —Lat’inejeza’ti
shan) n. —Lat’ineiz’er n. Hineiezartion
*U*NO (I>-t&’no, li-, 14-) n., pl -nos 1. A Latin Ameri
( /no, l3-, ., pl. . erican. 2. A
s l"] Hispanic, especially Latin-American, descent, often one living
th pxt:;‘l i:;;& ::ne Usage If\Iote at Hispanic. [Short for Spanish lati-
ano, -American, i i i i
e G o Tom latino, Latin, from Latin Latinus. See
Quarter A section of Paris on th
; e southern bank of the Seine
Centered around the Sorbonne, it has attracted students for many

ish (la’tish) adv. & adj. Fairly late.

t ‘SIJMI..IS doresi (lo-tis’>-mas dor’si) n., pl. lastisesiemi

-ct;n ) Either of two broad, flat, triangular muscles running from
ral colum.n to the; hume}-us. [New Latin latissimus dors : Latin

superlative of latus, wide + Latin dorsi, genitive of dorsum,

bistude (lat"1-tood’, -tydod’) n. 1a. The angular distance north
hoof the earth’s equator, measured in degrees along a meridian, as
p or globe. b. A region of the earth considered in relation to. its
e from the equator: temperate latitudes. 2. Astronomy The angular
of a celestla_l body north or south of the ecliptic. 3. Freedom
normal restraints, limitations, or regulations. See synonyms at

4.A range of values or conditions, especially the range of expo-
over which a photographic film yields usable images. 5. Extent;

F [Mld_dl.e Fqgl1sh, geographical latitude, from Old French, width:
: ] latitado, wldth, geographical latitude, from latus, wide.]
istu/dineal (-tcod’n-3l, -tycod’-) adj. —lat’istu’dienalely

uedienareiean (lit’i-tood’n-ar’é-an, -tyoo .

! d'n-ar’e-an, -tycod’-) adj. Hold-
re§§mg broad or tolerant views, especially in religious]matters.
Latitudinarian A member of a group of Anglican Christians active

17th through the 19th century who were opposed to dogmatic
ons of the Church of England and allowed reason to inform theo-
mtegire:-auon and ]udgm,ent. [Latin latitade, latitadin-, latitude;
_ — . 14 . . . ]
e+ ARIAN.] —lat’ietu’dienar’iean n. —lat’ietu’die
usm (lti}:Sh'Ié‘-anll; -sham) An ancient country of west-central Italy
on the Tyrrhenian Sea. It was dominated
by minated by Rome after the
ke (lit’ka) n. A pancake especiall
A | N ly one made of grated potato.
} froncl; Iill:ralmtxian olladka, from” Old Russian, giminuﬁvea gf
@ from Greek eladia, pl. of eladion, little oily thi iminuti
llveI oil, from elaia, olive.] 9 R ittt
501 (lit’-s61’, -s61’) n. Soil that is rich in ir i
-50l', - i on, alumina, or
 and f_ormed in tropical woodlands under very humid climate with
v yhlgh tsmpellalture. [LAT(ERITE) + -s0l, soil (from Latin solurm).]
our (lo tqorl, ld téor’), Georges de 1593-1652. French painter
us subjects and genre scenes. Many of his works, including The
(c. 1630), are dramatically lit nocturnal scenes.
2 (lo-trén’) n. A communal toilet of a type often used in a camp
. [F_rom French latrines, privies, from Old French, from Latin

Usage Note The use of the feminine nouns Latina and Chicanai
fectly proper in American English, and failure to do so (as il
Latino) may sometimes be resented. The use of these forms asmo¢
however, poses unfamiliar problems in English. Is it wrong to ud
culine form such as Chicano to modify woman? Can one say Sheis
no novelist, or is Latina novelist required? There is no one answ
questions, though a few guidelines can be proposed. First, sinceE4
nouns do not have gender, the Spanish rules governing adjecii
agreement cannot reasonably determine English usage; thus thed
between She is the city’s first Latino or Latina mayor does notde
the gender of the Spanish word for mayor. Second, the use of i
monaral macruline farm as a maodifier in referring to womer
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