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First, as Nordin explains, the conductive material is not continuous as recited in the 

Claim as amended, but rather contains gaps (e.g. gaps 36, 40). Nordin even argues that these 

gaps are necessary to "reduce or eliminate radiation from the barrier layers 35 and 37." (para. 17) 

Therefore, Nordin does not teach or suggest a multi-layer conductive barrier tape comprising a 

continuous conductive material as recited by Claim 1, and in fact teaches away from such a 

structure. 

Second, Nordin's barrier layers are not a conductive material contained between "two 

layers of a dielectric material." As explained at paras. 23-24, each barrier layer includes a 

substrate of an insulative material such as polyester, polypropylene, polyethylene, or polyimide 

(50), the conductive segment (34 or 38), and a layer of spray glue (52). Spray glue is not an 

insulative material such as polyester, polypropylene, polyethylene, or polyimide, and therefore is 

not the same as the substrate 50. Therefore, Nordin fails to disclose a barrier layer comprising a 

conductive material contained between two layers of a dielectric material, but rather merely a 

conductive material with a covering of one layer of a dielectric material opposite an adhesive. 

For at least the above discussed reasons, Applicants submit that Claim 1 is patentable as 

amended and in condition for allowance. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request the 

Examiner to withdraw the rejection of Claim 1under35 U.S.C. §102. 

B. Independent Claim 15 Patentable over Nordin, Lindstrom, and Smith 

Independent Claim 15 is directed to a method of manufacture of a high performance 

data cable. As amended herein, this Claim recites, in part: 

helically twisting each of a plurality of twisted pairs of insulated 
conductors at a corresponding plurality of angles; 

positioning a filler comprising a plurality of arms, each arm 
having a radially-symmetric terminal portion, the filler having a 
helical twist at a first angle distinct from the plurality of angles; 
and 

wrapping the helically twisted plurality of twisted pairs and 
filler with a conductive barrier tape at an application angle varying 
between a second angle and a third angle distinct from the plurality 
of angle. (emphasis added) 

A similar limitation previously appeared in dependent Claim 18. In rejecting that Claim, the 

Examiner admits that Nordin does not teach varying an angle of application of a conductive 

barrier tape, and cited Lindstrom for this feature. As the Examiner notes, Lindstrom 
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