
27 CFR 555.41
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.41 General.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Licenses and permits issued on and after May 24, 2003. (1) In general

(i) Each person intending to engage in business as an importer or manufacturer of, or a dealer in, 
explosive materials, including black powder, must, before commencing business, obtain the license 
required by this subpart for the business to be operated.

(ii) Each person who intends to acquire for use explosive materials within the State in which he 
resides on no more than 6 separate occasions during the 12-month period in which the permit is 
valid must obtain a limited permit under this subpart. (See § 555.105(b) for definition of “6 separate 
occasions.”)

(iii) Each person who intends to acquire for use explosive materials from a licensee or permittee in 
a State other than the State in which he resides, or from a foreign country, or who intends to 
transport explosive materials in interstate or foreign commerce, or who intends to acquire for use 
explosive materials within the State in which he resides on more than 6 separate occasions during 
a 12-month period, must obtain a user permit under this subpart.

(iv) It is not necessary to obtain a permit if the user intends only to lawfully purchase commercially 
manufactured black powder in quantities not to exceed 50 pounds, intended to be used solely for 
sporting, recreational, or cultural purposes in antique firearms or in antique devices.

(2) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers. Each person intending to engage in business as an 
explosive materials importer, manufacturer, or dealer must file an application, with the required fee 
(see § 555.42), with ATF in accordance with the instructions on the form (see § 555.45). A license 
will, subject to law, entitle the licensee to transport, ship, and receive explosive materials in 
interstate or foreign commerce, and to engage in the business specified by the license, at the 
location described on the license. A separate license must be obtained for each business premises 
at which the applicant is to manufacture, import, or distribute explosive materials except under the 
following circumstances:

(i) A separate license will not be required for storage facilities operated by the licensee as an 
integral part of one business premises or to cover a location used by the licensee solely for 
maintaining the records required by this part.

(ii) A separate license will not be required of a licensed manufacturer with respect to his on-site 
manufacturing.

(iii) It will not be necessary for a licensed importer or a licensed manufacturer (for purposes of 
sale or distribution) to also obtain a dealer’s license in order to engage in business on his 
licensed premises as a dealer in explosive materials. No licensee will be required to obtain a 
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§ 555.41 General.

user permit to lawfully transport, ship, or receive explosive materials in interstate or foreign 
commerce.

(iv) A separate license will not be required of licensed manufacturers with respect to their on-
site manufacture of theatrical flash powder.

(3)  Users of explosive materials.

(i) A limited permit will, subject to law, entitle the holder of such permit to receive for his use 
explosive materials from a licensee or permittee in his state of residence on no more than 6 
separate occasions during the 12-month period in which the permit is valid. A limited permit 
does not authorize the receipt or transportation of explosive materials in interstate or foreign 
commerce. Holders of limited permits who need to receive explosive materials on more than 6 
separate occasions during a 12-month period must obtain a user permit in accordance with this 
subpart.

(ii) Each person intending to acquire explosive materials from a licensee in a State other than a 
State in which he resides, or from a foreign country, or who intends to transport explosive 
materials in interstate or foreign commerce, must file an application for a user permit, with the 
required fee (see § 555.43), with ATF in accordance with the instructions on the form (see § 
555.45). A user permit will, subject to law, entitle the permittee to transport, ship, and receive in 
interstate or foreign commerce explosive materials. Only one user permit per person is required 
under this part, irrespective of the number of locations relating to explosive materials operated 
by the holder of the user permit.
    (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0083)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 50 FR 10497, Mar. 15, 1985; 56 FR 49140, Sept. 27, 1991; 63 FR 
44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 
13783, Mar. 20, 2003; 70 FR 30626, 30633, May 27, 2005; 84 FR 13798, 13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.42
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.42 License fees.

(a) Each applicant shall pay a fee for obtaining a three year license, a separate fee being required for each 
business premises, as follows:

(1) Manufacturer — $ 200.

(2) Importer — $ 200.

(3) Dealer — $ 200.

(b) Each applicant for a renewal of a license shall pay a fee for a three year license as follows:

(1) Manufacturer — $ 100.

(2) Importer — $ 100.

(3) Dealer — $ 100.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 
2003]
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27 CFR 555.43
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.43 Permit fees.

(a) Each applicant must pay a fee for obtaining a permit as follows:

(1) User — $ 100 for a three-year period.

(2) User — limited (nonrenewable)-$ 75.

(3) Limited — $ 25 for a one-year period.

(b) 

(1) Each applicant for renewal of a user permit must pay a fee of $ 50 for a three-year period.

(2) Each applicant for renewal of a limited permit must pay a fee of $ 12 for a one-year period.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 
2003; 68 FR 13768, 13785, Mar. 20, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.44
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.44 License or permit fee not refundable.

No refund of any part of the amount paid as a license or permit fee will be made where the operations of 
the licensee or permittee are, for any reason, discontinued during the period of an issued license or permit. 
However, the license or permit fee submitted with an application for a license or permit will be refunded if 
that application is denied, withdrawn, or abandoned, or if a license is cancelled subsequent to having been 
issued through administrative error.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.45
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.45 Original license or permit.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) [Reserved]

(c) Licenses and permits issued on and after May 24, 2003. (1) License. Any person who intends to engage in 
the business as an importer of, manufacturer of, or dealer in explosive materials, or who has not timely 
submitted an application for renewal of a previous license issued under this part, must file an application for 
License, Explosives, ATF F 5400.13, with ATF in accordance with the instructions on the form. ATF Form 
5400.13 may be obtained by contacting any ATF office. The application must:

(i) Be executed under the penalties of perjury and the penalties imposed by 18 U.S.C. 844(a);

(ii) Include appropriate identifying information concerning each responsible person;

(iii) Include a photograph and fingerprints for each responsible person;

(iv) Include the names of and appropriate identifying information regarding all employees who will be 
authorized by the applicant to possess explosive materials by submitting ATF F 5400.28 for each 
employee; and

(v) Include the appropriate fee in the form of money order or check made payable to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

(2) User permit and limited permit. Except as provided in § 555.41(b)(1)(iv), any person who 
intends to acquire explosive materials in the State in which that person resides or acquire explosive 
materials from a licensee or holder of a user permit in a State other than the State in which that 
person resides, or from a foreign country, or who intends to transport explosive materials in 
interstate or foreign commerce, or who has not timely submitted an application for renewal of a 
previous permit issued under this part, must file an application for Permit, Explosives, ATF F 
5400.16 or Permit, User Limited Display Fireworks, ATF F 5400.21 with ATF in accordance with the 
instructions on the form. ATF Form 5400.16 and ATF Form 5400.21 may be obtained by contacting 
any ATF office. The application must:

(i) Be executed under the penalties of perjury and the penalties imposed by 18 U.S.C. 844(a);

(ii) Include a photograph, fingerprints, and appropriate identifying information for each 
responsible person;

(iii) Include the names of and appropriate identifying information regarding all employees who 
will be authorized by the applicant to possess explosive materials by submitting ATF F 5400.28 
for each employee; and

(iv) Include the appropriate fee in the form of money order or check made payable to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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§ 555.45 Original license or permit.

(3) The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, will conduct background checks on 
responsible persons and employees authorized by the applicant to possess explosive materials in 
accordance with § 555.33. If it is determined that any responsible person or employee is described 
in any paragraph of section 842(i) of the Act, the applicant must submit an amended application 
indicating removal or reassignment of that person before the license or permit will be issued.
    (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0083)

Statutory Authority

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 Stat. 1226))

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[50 FR 10497, Mar. 15, 1985; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 
3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13785, Mar. 20, 200; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 20143; 84 FR 13798, 
13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.46
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.46 Renewal of license or permit.

(a) If a licensee or permittee intends to continue the business or operation described on a license or permit 
issued under this part after the expiration date of the license or permit, he shall, unless otherwise notified in 
writing by the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, execute and file prior to the expiration of his license 
or permit an application for license renewal, ATF F 5400.14 (Part III), or an application for permit renewal, ATF 
F 5400.15 (Part III), accompanied by the required fee, with ATF in accordance with the instructions on the form. 
In the event the licensee or permittee does not timely file a renewal application, he shall file an original 
application as required by § 555.45, and obtain the required license or permit in order to continue business or 
operations.

(b) A user-limited permit is not renewable and is valid for a single purchase transaction. Applications for all 
user-limited permits must be filed on ATF F 5400.16 or ATF F 5400.21, as required by § 555.45.

Statutory Authority

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 Stat. 1226))

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 50 FR 10497, Mar. 15, 1985; 54 FR 53045, Dec. 27, 1989; 63 FR 
44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 
46693, Aug. 11, 2014]

LEXISNEXIS’ CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
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27 CFR 555.47
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.47 Insufficient fee.

If an application is filed with an insufficient fee, the application and fee submitted will be returned to the 
applicant.

Statutory Authority

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 Stat. 1226))

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 50 FR 10497, March 15, 1985; 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; 
redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.48
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.48 Abandoned application.

Upon receipt of an incomplete or improperly executed application, the applicant will be notified of the 
deficiency in the application. If the application is not corrected and returned within 30 days following the 
date of notification, the application will be considered as having been abandoned and the license or permit 
fee returned.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]

LEXISNEXIS’ CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.
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27 CFR 555.49
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.49 Issuance of license or permit.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Issuance of license or permit on and after May 24, 2003. (1) The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing 
Center, will issue a license or permit if:

(i) A properly executed application for the license or permit is received; and

(ii) Through further inquiry or investigation, or otherwise, it is found that the applicant is entitled to the 
license or permit.

(2) The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, will approve a properly executed application 
for a license or permit, if:

(i) The applicant (or, if the applicant is a corporation, partnership, or association, each 
responsible person with respect to the applicant) is not a person described in any paragraph of 
section 842(i) of the Act;

(ii) The applicant has not willfully violated any provisions of the Act or this part;

(iii) The applicant has not knowingly withheld information or has not made any false or fictitious 
statement intended or likely to deceive, in connection with his application;

(iv) The applicant has in a State, premises from which he conducts business or operations 
subject to license or permit under the Act or from which he intends to conduct business or 
operations;

(v) The applicant has storage for the class (as described in § 555.202) of explosive materials 
described on the application;

(vi) The applicant has certified in writing that he is familiar with and understands all published 
State laws and local ordinances relating to explosive materials for the location in which he 
intends to do business;

(vii) The applicant for a license has submitted the certificate required by section 21 of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1341);

(viii) None of the employees of the applicant who will be authorized by the applicant to possess 
explosive materials is a person described in any paragraph of section 842(i) of the Act; and

(ix) In the case of an applicant for a limited permit, the applicant has certified in writing that the 
applicant will not receive explosive materials on more than 6 separate occasions during the 12-
month period for which the limited permit is valid.

(3) The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, will approve or the Director, Industry 
Operations will deny any application for a license or permit within the 90-day period beginning on 
the date a properly executed application was received. However, when an applicant for license or 
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Page 2 of 2
§ 555.49 Issuance of license or permit.

permit renewal is a person who is, under the provisions of § 555.83 or § 555.142, conducting 
business or operations under a previously issued license or permit, action regarding the application 
will be held in abeyance pending the completion of the proceedings against the applicant’s existing 
license or permit, or renewal application, or final action by the Director on an application for relief 
submitted under § 555.142, as the case may be.

(4) The license or permit and one copy will be forwarded to the applicant, except that in the case of 
a user-limited permit, the original only will be issued.

(5) Each license or permit will bear a serial number and this number may be assigned to the 
licensee or permittee to whom issued for as long as he maintains continuity of renewal in the same 
region.
    (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0082)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 50 FR 10498, March 15, 1985; 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; 62 FR 
8374, 8376, Feb. 25, 1997, as confirmed at 64 FR 55625, 55628, Oct. 14, 1999; redesignated and amended at 68 
FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13785, Mar. 20, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014; 84 FR 
13798, 13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.50
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.50 Correction of error on license or permit.

(a) Upon receipt of a license or permit issued under this part, each licensee or permittee shall examine the 
license or permit to insure that the information on it is accurate. If the license or permit is incorrect, the licensee 
or permittee shall return the license or permit to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, with a 
statement showing the nature of the error. The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, shall correct the 
error, if the error was made in his office, and return the license or permit. However, if the error resulted from 
information contained in the licensee’s or permittee’s application for the license or permit, the Chief, Federal 
Explosives Licensing Center, shall require the licensee or permittee to file an amended application setting forth 
the correct information and a statement explaining the error contained in the application. Upon receipt of the 
amended application and a satisfactory explanation of the error, the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing 
Center, shall make the correction on the license or permit and return it to the licensee or permittee.

(b) When the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, finds through any means other than notice from the 
licensee or permittee that an incorrect license or permit has been issued, (1) the Chief, Federal Explosives 
Licensing Center, may require the holder of the incorrect license or permit to return the license or permit for 
correction, and (2) if the error resulted from information contained in the licensee’s or permittee’s application for 
the license or permit, the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, shall require the licensee or permittee to 
file an amended application setting forth the correct information, and a statement satisfactorily explaining the 
error contained in the application. The Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, then shall make the 
correction on the license or permit and return it to the licensee or permittee.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 
24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.51
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.51 Duration of license or permit.

(a) [Reserved]

(b)  On and after May 24, 2003.

(1) An original license or user permit is issued for a period of three years. A renewal license or user 
permit is also issued for a period of three years. However, a user-limited permit is valid only for a single 
purchase transaction.

(2) A limited permit is issued for a period of one year. A renewal limited permit is also issued for a 
period of one year.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 
2003; 68 FR 13768, 13786, Mar. 20, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.52
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.52 Limitations on license or permit.

(a) The license covers the business of explosive materials specified in the license at the licensee’s business 
premises (see § 555.41(b)).

(b) The permit is valid with respect to the type of operations of explosive materials specified in the permit.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 62 FR 8374, 8376, Feb. 25, 1997, as confirmed at 64 FR 55625, 55628, Oct. 14, 1999; 
redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 70 FR 30626, 30633, May 27, 2005]
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27 CFR 555.53
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.53 License and permit not transferable.

Licenses and permits issued under this part are not transferable to another person. In the event of the 
lease, sale, or other transfer of the business or operations covered by the license or permit, the successor 
must obtain the license or permit required by this part before commencing business or operations. 
However, for rules on right of succession, see § 555.59.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.54
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.54 Change of address.

(a) During the term of a license or permit, a licensee or permittee may move his business or operations to a 
new address at which he intends to regularly carry on his business or operations, without procuring a new 
license or permit. However, in every case, the licensee or permittee shall —

(1) Give notification of the new location of the business or operations to the Chief, Federal Explosives 
Licensing Center at least 10 days before the move; and

(2) Submit the license or permit to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center. The Chief, Federal 
Explosives Licensing Center will issue an amended license or permit, which will contain the new 
address (and new license or permit number, if any).

(b) Licensees and permittees whose mailing address will change must notify the Chief, Federal Explosives 
Licensing Center, at least 10 days before the change.

    (Paragraph (b) approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0080)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 
24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13786, Mar. 20, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.55
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.55 [This section was removed. See 70 FR 30626, 30633, May 27, 2005.]

[NO TEXT IN ORIGINAL]

Statutory Authority

(18 U.S.C. 847.)

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; 62 FR 8374, 8376, Feb. 25, 1997, as 
confirmed at 64 FR 55625, 55628, Oct. 14, 1999; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.56
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.56 Change in trade name.

A licensee or permittee continuing to conduct business or operations at the location shown on his license or 
permit is not required to obtain a new license or permit by reason of a mere change in trade name under 
which he conducts his business or operations. However, the licensee or permittee shall furnish his license 
or permit and any copies furnished with the license or permit for endorsement of the change to the Chief, 
Federal Explosives Licensing Center, within 30 days from the date the licensee or permittee begins his 
business or operations under the new trade name.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 
24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.57
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.57 Change of control, change in responsible persons, and change of 
employees.

(a) In the case of a corporation or association holding a license or permit under this part, if actual or legal 
control of the corporation or association changes, directly or indirectly, whether by reason of change in stock 
ownership or control (in the corporation holding a license or permit or in any other corporation), by operation of 
law, or in any other manner, the licensee or permittee shall, within 30 days of the change, give written 
notification executed under the penalties of perjury, to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center. Upon 
expiration of the license or permit, the corporation or association shall file an ATF F 5400.13 or an ATF F 
5400.16 as required by § 555.45, and pay the fee prescribed in § 555.42(b) or § 555.43(b).

(b) Each person holding the license or permit must report to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, 
any change in responsible persons or employees authorized to possess explosive materials. Such report must 
be submitted within 30 days of the change and must include appropriate identifying information for each 
responsible person. Reports relating to newly hired employees authorized to possess explosive materials must 
be submitted on ATF F 5400.28 for each employee.

(c) Upon receipt of a report, the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, will conduct a background check, if 
appropriate, in accordance with § 555.33.

(d) The reports required by paragraph (b) of this section must be retained as part of a licensee’s or permittee’s 
permanent records for the period specified in § 555.121.

    (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0074)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 
3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13786, Mar. 20, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014; 84 FR 13798, 
13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.58
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.58 Continuing partnerships.

Where, under the laws of the particular State, the partnership is not terminated on death or insolvency of a 
partner, but continues until the winding up of the partnership affairs is completed, and the surviving partner 
has the exclusive right to the control and possession of the partnership assets for the purpose of liquidation 
and settlement, the surviving partner may continue to conduct the business or operations under the license 
or permit of the partnership. If the surviving partner acquires the business or operations on completion of 
settlement of the partnership, he shall obtain a license or permit in his own name from the date of 
acquisition, as provided in § 555.45. The rule set forth in this section will also apply where there is more 
than one surviving partner.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.59
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.59 Right of succession by certain persons.

(a) Certain persons other than the licensee or permittee may secure the right to carry on the same explosive 
materials business or operations at the same business premises for the remainder of the term of license or 
permit. These persons are:

(1) The surviving spouse or child, or executor, administrator, or other legal representative of a 
deceased licensee or permittee; and

(2) A receiver or trustee in bankruptcy, or an assignee for benefit of creditors.

(b) In order to secure the right of succession, the person or persons continuing the business or operations shall 
submit the license or permit and all copies furnished with the license or permit for endorsement of the 
succession to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center, within 30 days from the date on which the 
successor begins to carry on the business or operations.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 
24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46693, Aug. 11, 2014]

LEXISNEXIS’ CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

Page 22 of 83

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:6023-KTT1-DYB7-W1RF-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:6023-KTT1-DYB7-W1P0-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:47S5-6220-006W-8194-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:5CWD-WKP0-006W-84W9-00000-00&context=1530671


27 CFR 555.60
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.60 Certain continuances of business or operations.

A licensee or permittee who furnishes his license or permit to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing 
Center, for correction, amendment, or endorsement, as provided in this subpart, may continue his business 
or operations while awaiting its return.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 
24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46694, Aug. 11, 2014]

LEXISNEXIS’ CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

Page 23 of 83

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:6023-KTT1-DYB7-W1RG-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:6023-KTT1-DYB7-W1P0-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:47S5-6220-006W-8194-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:5CWD-WKP0-006W-84W9-00000-00&context=1530671


27 CFR 555.61
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.61 Discontinuance of business or operations.

Where an explosive materials business or operations is either discontinued or succeeded by a new owner, 
the owner of the business or operations discontinued or succeeded shall, within 30 days, furnish notification 
of the discontinuance or succession and submit his license or permit and any copies furnished with the 
license or permit to the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center. (See also § 555.128.)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 
3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46694, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.62
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.62 State or other law.

A license or permit issued under this part confers no right or privilege to conduct business or operations, 
including storage, contrary to State or other law. The holder of a license or permit issued under this part is 
not, by reason of the rights and privileges granted by that license or permit, immune from punishment for 
conducting an explosive materials business or operations in violation of the provisions of any State or other 
law. Similarly, compliance with the provisions of any State or other law affords no immunity under Federal 
law or regulations.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.63
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart D — Licenses and Permits

§ 555.63 Explosives magazine changes.

(a)  General.

(1) The requirements of this section are applicable to magazines used for other than temporary (under 
24 hours) storage of explosives.

(2) A magazine is considered suitable for the storage of explosives if the construction requirements of 
this part are met during the time explosives are stored in the magazine.

(3) A magazine is considered suitable for the storage of explosives if positioned in accordance with the 
applicable table of distances as specified in this part during the time explosives are stored in the 
magazine.

(4) For the purposes of this section, notification of the Director, Industry Operations may be by 
telephone or in writing. However, if notification of the Director, Industry Operations is in writing it must 
be at least three business days in advance of making changes in construction to an existing magazine 
or constructing a new magazine, and at least five business days in advance of using any reconstructed 
magazine or added magazine for the storage of explosives.

(b) Exception. Mobile or portable type 5 magazines are exempt from the requirements of paragraphs (c) and (d) 
of this section, but must otherwise be in compliance with paragraphs (a) (2) and (3) of this section during the 
time explosives are stored in such magazines.

(c) Changes in magazine construction. A licensee or permittee who intends to make changes in construction of 
an existing magazine shall notify the Director, Industry Operations describing the proposed changes prior to 
making any changes. Unless otherwise advised by the Director, Industry Operations, changes in construction 
may commence after explosives are removed from the magazine. Explosives may not be stored in a 
reconstructed magazine before the Director, Industry Operations has been notified in accordance with 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section that the changes have been completed.

(d) Magazines acquired or constructed after permit or license is issued. A licensee or permittee who intends to 
construct or acquire additional magazines shall notify the Director, Industry Operations in accordance with 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section describing the additional magazines and the class and quantity of explosives to 
be stored in the magazine. Unless otherwise advised by the Director, Industry Operations, additional 
magazines may be constructed, or acquired magazines may be used for the storage of explosives. Explosives 
must not be stored in a magazine under construction. The Director, Industry Operations must be notified that 
construction has been completed.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555
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History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 
2003; 79 FR 46690, 46694, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.101
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.101 Posting of license or user permit.

A license or user permit issued under this part, or a copy of a license or user permit, will be posted and 
available for inspection on the business premises at each place where explosive materials are 
manufactured, imported, or distributed.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13786, Mar. 20, 
2003]
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27 CFR 555.102
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.102 Authorized operations by permittees.

(a) In general. A permit issued under this part does not authorize the permittee to engage in the business of 
manufacturing, importing, or dealing in explosive materials. Accordingly, if a permittee’s operations bring him 
within the definition of manufacturer, importer, or dealer under this part, he shall qualify for the appropriate 
license.

(b) Distributions of surplus stocks. Permittees are not authorized to engage in the business of sale or 
distribution of explosive materials. However, permittees may dispose of surplus stocks of explosive materials to 
other licensees or permittees in accordance with § 555.103 and § 555.105.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45002, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, 
Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13787, Mar. 20, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.103
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.103 Transactions among licensees/permittees and transactions among 
licensees and holders of user permits.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Transactions among licensees/permittees on and after May 24, 2003 —

(1) General.

(i) A licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer selling or otherwise distributing 
explosive materials (or a holder of a user permit disposing of surplus stock to a licensee; a holder 
of a user permit; or a holder of a limited permit who is within the same State as the distributor) who 
has the certified information required by this section may sell or distribute explosive materials to a 
licensee or permittee for not more than 45 days following the expiration date of the distributee’s 
license or permit, unless the distributor knows or has reason to believe that the distributee’s 
authority to continue business or operations under this part has been terminated.

(ii) A licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or licensed dealer selling or otherwise distributing 
explosive materials (or a holder of a user permit disposing of surplus stock to another licensee or 
permittee) must verify the license or permit status of the distributee prior to the release of explosive 
materials ordered, as required by this section.

(iii) Licensees or permittees desiring to return explosive materials to a licensed manufacturer may 
do so without obtaining a certified copy of the manufacturer’s license.

(2) Verification of license/user permit.

(i) Prior to or with the first order of explosive materials, the distributee must provide the distributor a 
certified copy (or, in the case of a user-limited, the original) of the distributee’s license or user 
permit. However, licensees or holders of user permits that are business organizations may (in lieu 
of a certified copy of a license or user permit) provide the distributor with a certified list that contains 
the name, address, license or user permit number, and date of the license or user permit expiration 
of each location.

(ii) The distributee must also provide the distributor with a current list of the names of persons 
authorized to accept delivery of explosive materials on behalf of the distributee. The distributee 
ordering explosive materials must keep the list current and provide updated lists to licensees and 
holders of user permits on a timely basis. A distributor may not transfer possession of explosive 
materials to any person whose name does not appear on the current list of names of persons 
authorized to accept delivery of explosive materials on behalf of the distributee. Except as provided 
in paragraph (b)(3) of this section, in all instances the distributor must verify the identity of the 
distributee, or the employee of the distributee accepting possession of explosive materials on 
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§ 555.103 Transactions among licensees/permittees and transactions among licensees and holders of user 

permits.

behalf of the distributee, by examining an identification document (as defined in § 555.11) before 
relinquishing possession.

(iii) A licensee or holder of a user permit ordering explosive materials from another licensee or 
permittee must provide to the distributor a current, certified statement of the intended use of the 
explosive materials, e.g., resale, mining, quarrying, agriculture, construction, sport rocketry, road 
building, oil well drilling, seismographic research, etc.

(A) For individuals, the certified statement of intended use must specify the name, address, 
date and place of birth, and social security number of the distributee.

(B) For business organizations, the certified statement of intended use must specify the 
taxpayer identification number, the identity and the principal and local places of business.

(C) The licensee or holder of a user permit purchasing explosive materials must revise the 
furnished copy of the certified statement only when the information is no longer current.

(3) Delivery of explosive materials by common or contract carrier. When a common or contract carrier 
will transport explosive materials from a distributor to a distributee who is a licensee or holder of a user 
permit, the distributor must take the following actions before relinquishing possession of the explosive 
materials:

(i) Verify the identity of the person accepting possession for the common or contract carrier by 
examining such person’s valid, unexpired driver’s license issued by any State, Canada, or Mexico; 
and

(ii) Record the name of the common or contract carrier (i.e., the name of the driver’s employer) and 
the full name of the driver. This information must be maintained in the distributor’s permanent 
records in accordance with § 555.121.

(4) User-limited permit transactions. A user-limited permit issued under the provisions of this part is 
valid for only a single purchase transaction and is not renewable (see § 555.51). Accordingly, at the 
time a user-limited permittee orders explosive materials, the licensed distributor must write on the front 
of the user-limited permit the transaction date, his signature, and the distributor’s license number prior 
to returning the permit to the user-limited permittee.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0079)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, 
Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13787, Mar. 20, 2003; 68 FR 53509, 53512, Sept. 11, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13799, 
Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.104
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.104 Certified copy of license or permit.

Except as provided in § 555.49(a), each person issued a license or permit under this part shall be furnished 
together with his license or permit a copy for his certification. If a person desires an additional copy of his 
license or permit for certification and for use under § 555.103, he shall:

(a) Make a reproduction of the copy of his license or permit and execute the certification on it;

(b) Make a reproduction of his license or permit, enter on the reproduction the statement: “I certify that 
this is a true copy of a (insert the word license or permit) issued to me to engage in the specified 
business or operations”, and sign his name next to the statement; or

(c) Submit a request, in writing, for certified copies of his license or permit to the Chief, Federal 
Explosives Licensing Center. The request will show the name, trade name (if any), and address of the 
licensee or permittee and the number of copies of the license or permit desired. There is a fee of $1 for 
each copy of a license or permit issued by the Chief, Federal Explosives Licensing Center under this 
paragraph. Fee payment must accompany each request for additional copies of a license or permit. 
The fee must be paid by

(1) cash, or

(2) money order or check made payable to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 
3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 79 FR 46690, 46694, Aug. 11, 2014]
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27 CFR 555.105
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.105 Distributions to limited permittees.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Distributions to holders of limited permits on and after May 24, 2003.

(1) This section will apply in any case where distribution of explosive materials to the distributee is not 
otherwise prohibited by the Act or this part.

(2) A licensed importer, licensed manufacturer or a licensed dealer may distribute explosive materials 
to a holder of a limited permit if such permittee is a resident of the same State in which the licensee’s 
business premises are located, the holder of the limited permit presents in person or by mail ATF Form 
5400.4, Limited Permittee Transaction Report (LPTR), and the licensee completes Form 5400.4 in 
accordance with § 555.126(b). In no event will a licensee distribute explosive materials to a holder of a 
limited permit unless the holder presents a Form 5400.4 with an original unaltered and unexpired 
Intrastate Purchase of Explosives Coupon (IPEC), ATF Form 5400.30, affixed. The coupon must bear 
the name, address, permit number, and the coupon number of the limited permittee seeking distribution 
of the explosives.

(3) A holder of a limited permit is authorized to receive explosive materials from a licensee or permittee 
whose premises are located in the same State of residence in which the premises of the holder of the 
limited permit are located on no more than 6 separate occasions during the one-year period of the 
permit. For purposes of this section, the term “6 separate occasions” means six deliveries of explosive 
materials. Each delivery must—

(i) Relate to a single purchase transaction made on one ATF F 5400.4;

(ii) Be referenced on one commercial invoice or purchase order; and

(iii) Be delivered to the holder of the limited permit in one shipment delivered at the same time.

(4) A holder of a user permit may dispose of surplus stocks of explosive materials to a licensee or 
holder of a user permit, or a holder of a limited permit who is a resident of the same State in which the 
premises of the holder of the user permit are located. A holder of a limited permit may dispose of 
surplus stocks of explosive materials to another holder of a limited permit who is a resident of the same 
State in which the premises of the distributor are located, if the transaction complies with the 
requirements of paragraph (b)(2) of this section and § 555.126(b). A holder of a limited permit may also 
dispose of surplus stocks of explosive materials to a licensee or holder of a user permit if the 
disposition occurs in the State of residence of the holder of the limited permit. (See § 555.103.)

(5) Each holder of a limited permit ordering explosive materials must furnish the distributing licensee 
prior to or with the first order of the explosive materials a current list of the names of employees 
authorized to accept delivery of explosive materials on behalf of the limited permittee. The distributee 
ordering explosive materials must keep the list current and provide updated lists to licensees and 
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holders of user permits on a timely basis. A licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, 
or permittee, selling or otherwise distributing explosive materials to a holder of a limited permit must, 
prior to delivering the explosive materials, obtain from the limited permittee a current list of persons who 
are authorized to accept deliveries of explosive materials on behalf of the limited permittee. A licensee 
or permittee may not deliver explosive materials to a person whose name does not appear on the list.

(6) 

(i) Delivery at the distributor’s premises. Where possession of explosive materials is transferred 
directly to the distributee at the distributor’s premises, the distributor must obtain an executed Form 
5400.4 in accordance with § 555.126(b) and must in all instances verify the identity of the person 
accepting possession on behalf of the distributee by examining an identification document (as 
defined in § 555.11) before relinquishing possession.

(ii) Delivery by distributor. Where possession of explosive materials is transferred by the distributor 
to the distributee away from the distributor’s premises, the distributor must obtain an executed 
Form 5400.4 in accordance with § 555.126(b) and must in all instances verify the identity of the 
person accepting possession on behalf of the distributee by examining an identification document 
(as defined in § 555.11) before relinquishing possession.

(iii) Delivery by common or contract carrier hired by the distributor. Where a common or contract 
carrier hired by the distributor will transport explosive materials from the distributor to a holder of a 
limited permit:

(A) The limited permittee must, prior to delivery of the explosive materials, complete the 
appropriate section on Form 5400.4, affix to the Form 5400.4 one of the six IPECs he has been 
issued, and provide the form to the distributor in person or by mail.

(B) The distributor must, before relinquishing possession of the explosive materials to the 
common or contract carrier:

(1) Verify the identity of the person accepting possession for the common or contract 
carrier by examining such person’s valid, unexpired driver’s license issued by any State, 
Canada, or Mexico; and

(2) Record the name of the common or contract carrier (i.e., the name of the driver’s 
employer) and the full name of the driver. This information must be maintained in the 
distributor’s permanent records in accordance with § 555.121.

(C) At the time of delivery of the explosive materials, the common or contract carrier, as agent 
for the distributor, must verify the identity of the person accepting delivery on behalf of the 
distributee, note the type and number of the identification document (as defined in § 555.11) 
and provide this information to the distributor. The distributor must enter this information in the 
appropriate section on Form 5400.4.

(iv) Delivery by common or contract carrier hired by the distributee. Where a common or contract 
carrier hired by the distributee will transport explosive materials from the distributor to a holder of a 
limited permit:

(A) The limited permittee must, prior to delivery of the explosive materials, complete the 
appropriate section on Form 5400.4, affix to the Form 5400.4 one of the six IPECs he has been 
issued, and provide the form to the distributor in person or by mail.

(B) Before the delivery at the distributor’s premises to the common or contract carrier who will 
transport explosive materials to the holder of a limited permit, the distributor must:

(1) Verify the identity of the person accepting possession for the common or contract 
carrier by examining such person’s valid, unexpired driver’s license issued by any State, 
Canada, or Mexico; and
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(2) Record the name of the common or contract carrier (i.e., the name of the driver’s 
employer) and the full name of the driver. This information must be maintained in the 
distributor’s permanent records in accordance with § 555.121.

(7) A licensee or permittee disposing of surplus stock may sell or distribute commercially manufactured 
black powder in quantities of 50 pounds or less to a holder of a limited permit, nonlicensee, or 
nonpermittee if the black powder is intended to be used solely for sporting, recreational, or cultural 
purposes in antique firearms as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(16), or in antique devices as exempted 
from the term “destructive device” in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4).

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0075)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 55 FR 3721, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; 66 FR 
16601, 16602, Mar. 27, 2001; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 
13788, Mar. 20, 2003; 68 FR 53509, 53513, Sept. 11, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13799, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.106
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.106 Certain prohibited distributions.

(a) A licensee or permittee may not distribute explosive materials to any person except—

(1) A licensee;

(2) A holder of a user permit; or

(3) A holder of a limited permit who is a resident of the State where distribution is made and in which 
the premises of the transferor are located.

(b) A licensee shall not distribute any explosive materials to any person:

(1) Who the licensee knows is less than 21 years of age;

(2) In any State where the purchase, possession, or use by a person of explosive materials would be in 
violation of any State law or any published ordinance applicable at the place of distribution;

(3) Who the licensee has reason to believe intends to transport the explosive materials into a State 
where the purchase, possession, or use of explosive materials is prohibited or which does not permit its 
residents to transport or ship explosive materials into the State or to receive explosive materials in the 
State; or

(4) Who the licensee has reasonable cause to believe intends to use the explosive materials for other 
than a lawful purpose.

(c) A licensee shall not distribute any explosive materials to any person knowing or having reason to believe 
that the person:

(1) Is, except as provided under § 555.142 (d) and (e), under indictment or information for, or was 
convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding 1 year;

(2) Is a fugitive from justice;

(3) Is an unlawful user of marijuana, or any depressant or stimulant drug, or narcotic drug (as these 
terms are defined in the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. 802);

(4) Was adjudicated as a mental defective or was committed to a mental institution;

(5) Is an alien, other than an alien who—

(i) Is lawfully admitted for permanent residence (as that term is defined in section 101(a)(20) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101));

(ii) Is in lawful nonimmigrant status, is a refugee admitted under section 207 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157), or is in asylum status under section 208 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), and—
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(A) Is a foreign law enforcement officer of a friendly foreign government, as determined by the 
Attorney General in consultation with the Secretary of State, entering the United States on 
official law enforcement business, and the shipping, transporting, possession, or receipt of 
explosive materials is in furtherance of this official law enforcement business;

(B) Is a person having the power to direct or cause the direction of the management and 
policies of a corporation, partnership, or association licensed pursuant to section 843(a), and 
the shipping, transporting, possession, or receipt of explosive materials is in furtherance of 
such power;

(C) Is a member of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) or other friendly foreign 
military force, as determined by the Attorney General in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, (whether or not admitted in a nonimmigrant status) who is present in the United 
States under military orders for training or other military purpose authorized by the United 
States, and the shipping, transporting, possession, or receipt of explosive materials is in 
furtherance of the military purpose; or

(D) Is lawfully present in the United States in cooperation with the Director of Central 
Intelligence, and the shipment, transportation, receipt, or possession of the explosive materials 
is in furtherance of such cooperation;

(6) Has been discharged from the armed forces under dishonorable conditions; or

(7) Having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced citizenship.

(d) The provisions of this section do not apply to the purchase of commercially manufactured black powder in 
quantities not to exceed 50 pounds, intended to be used solely for sporting, recreational, or cultural purposes in 
antique firearms or in antique devices, if the requirements of § 555.105(a)(7) or (b)(7) are fully met.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13790, 
Mar. 20, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.107
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.107 Record of transactions.

Each licensee and permittee shall keep records of explosive materials as required by subpart G of this part.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.108
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.108 Importation.

(a) Explosive materials imported or brought into the United States by a licensed importer or holder of a user 
permit may be released from customs custody to the licensed importer or holder of a user permit upon proof of 
his status as a licensed importer or holder of a user permit. Proof of status must be made by the licensed 
importer or holder of a user permit furnishing to the customs officer a certified copy of his license or permit (see 
§ 555.103).

(b) A nonlicensee or nonpermittee may import or bring into the United States commercially manufactured black 
powder in quantities not to exceed 50 pounds. Upon submitting to the customs officer completed ATF F 5400.3, 
certifying that the black powder is intended to be used solely for sporting, recreational, or cultural purposes in 
antique firearms or in antique devices, black powder may be released from customs custody. The disposition of 
the executed ATF F 5400.3 will be in accordance with the instructions on the form.

(c) The provisions of this section are in addition to, and are not in lieu of, any applicable requirement under 27 
CFR Part 447.

(d) For additional requirements relating to the importation of plastic explosives into the United States on or after 
April 24, 1997, see § 555.183.

(e) For requirements relating to the marking of imported explosive materials, see § 555.109.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 62 FR 8374, 8376, Feb. 25, 1997, as confirmed at 64 FR 55625, 55628, Oct. 14, 1999; 
redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 68 FR 13768, 13790, Mar. 20, 2003; 70 FR 
30626, 30633, May 27, 2005]
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27 CFR 555.109
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.109 Identification of explosive materials.

(a) General. Explosive materials, whether manufactured in the United States or imported, must contain certain 
marks of identification.

(b) Required marks —

(1) Licensed manufacturers. Licensed manufacturers who manufacture explosive materials for sale or 
distribution must place the following marks of identification on explosive materials at the time of 
manufacture:

(i) The name of the manufacturer; and

(ii) The location, date, and shift of manufacture. Where a manufacturer operates his plant for only 
one shift during the day, he does not need to show the shift of manufacture.

(2) Licensed importers.

(i) Licensed importers who import explosive materials for sale or distribution must place the 
following marks of identification on the explosive materials they import:

(A) The name and address (city and state) of the importer; and

(B) The location (city and country) where the explosive materials were manufactured, date, and 
shift of manufacture. Where the foreign manufacturer operates his plant for only one shift 
during the day, he does not need to show the shift of manufacture.

(ii) Licensed importers must place the required marks on all explosive materials imported prior to 
distribution or shipment for use, and in no event later than 15 days after the date of release from 
Customs custody.

(c) General requirements.

(1) The required marks prescribed in this section must be permanent and legible.

(2) The required marks prescribed in this section must be in the English language, using Roman letters 
and Arabic numerals.

(3) Licensed manufacturers and licensed importers must place the required marks on each cartridge, 
bag, or other immediate container of explosive materials that they manufacture or import, as well as on 
any outside container used for the packaging of such explosive materials.

(4) Licensed manufacturers and licensed importers may use any method, or combination of methods, 
to affix the required marks to the immediate container of explosive materials, or outside containers 
used for the packaging thereof, provided the identifying marks are legible, permanent, show all the 
required information, and are not rendered unreadable by extended periods of storage.
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(5) If licensed manufacturers or licensed importers desire to use a coding system and omit printed 
markings on the container that show all the required information specified in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) 
of this section, they must file with ATF a letterhead application displaying the coding that they plan to 
use and explaining the manner of its application. The Director must approve the application before the 
proposed coding can be used.

(d) Exceptions —

(1) Blasting caps. Licensed manufacturers or licensed importers are only required to place the 
identification marks prescribed in this section on the containers used for the packaging of blasting caps.

(2) Alternate means of identification. The Director may authorize other means of identifying explosive 
materials, including fireworks, upon receipt of a letter application from the licensed manufacturer or 
licensed importer showing that such other identification is reasonable and will not hinder the effective 
administration of this part.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control numbers 1140-0055 and 1140-0062)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 70 FR 30626, 30633, May 27, 
2005; 73 FR 57239, 57242, Oct. 2, 2008]
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27 CFR 555.110
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart F — Conduct of Business or 
Operations

§ 555.110 Furnishing of samples (Effective on and after January 24, 2003).

(a) In general. Licensed manufacturers and licensed importers and persons who manufacture or import 
explosive materials or ammonium nitrate must, when required by letter issued by the Director, furnish—

(1) Samples of such explosive materials or ammonium nitrate;

(2) Information on chemical composition of those products; and

(3) Any other information that the Director determines is relevant to the identification of the explosive 
materials or to identification of the ammonium nitrate.

(b) Reimbursement. The Director will reimburse the fair market value of samples furnished pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section, as well as reasonable costs of shipment.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0073)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[68 FR 13768, 13790, Mar. 20, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.201
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.201 General.

(a) Section 842(j) of the Act and § 555.29 of this part require that the storage of explosive materials by any 
person must be in accordance with the regulations in this part. Further, section 846 of this Act authorizes 
regulations to prevent the recurrence of accidental explosions in which explosive materials were involved. The 
storage standards prescribed by this subpart confer no right or privileges to store explosive materials in a 
manner contrary to State or local law.

(b) The Director may authorize alternate construction for explosives storage magazines when it is shown that 
the alternate magazine construction is substantially equivalent to the standards of safety and security contained 
in this subpart. Any alternate explosive magazine construction approved by the Director prior to August 9, 1982, 
will continue as approved unless notified in writing by the Director. Any person intending to use alternate 
magazine construction shall submit a letter application to the Director, Industry Operations for transmittal to the 
Director, specifically describing the proposed magazine. Explosive materials may not be stored in alternate 
magazines before the applicant has been notified that the application has been approved.

(c) A licensee or permittee who intends to make changes in his magazines, or who intends to construct or 
acquire additional magazines, shall comply with § 555.63.

(d) The regulations set forth in §§ 555.221 through 555.224 pertain to the storage of display fireworks, 
pyrotechnic compositions, and explosive materials used in assembling fireworks and articles pyrotechnic.

(e) [Reserved]

(f) Any person who stores explosive materials shall notify the authority having jurisdiction for fire safety in the 
locality in which the explosive materials are being stored of the type, magazine capacity, and location of each 
site where such explosive materials are stored. Such notification shall be made orally before the end of the day 
on which storage of the explosive materials commenced and in writing within 48 hours from the time such 
storage commenced.

(Paragraph (f) approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1140-0071)

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 55 FR 3722, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; 
redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 73 FR 57239, 57242, Oct. 2, 2008; 79 FR 46690, 
46694, Aug. 11, 2014; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.202
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.202 Classes of explosive materials.

For purposes of this part, there are three classes of explosive materials. These classes, together with the 
description of explosive materials comprising each class, are as follows:

(a) High explosives. Explosive materials which can be caused to detonate by means of a blasting cap 
when unconfined, (for example, dynamite, flash powders, and bulk salutes).

(b) Low explosives. Explosive materials which can be caused to deflagrate when confined (for 
example, black powder, safety fuses, igniters, igniter cords, fuse lighters, and “display fireworks” 
classified as UN0333, UN0334, or UN0335 by the U.S. Department of Transportation regulations at 49 
CFR 172.101, except for bulk salutes).

(c) Blasting agents. (For example, ammonium nitrate-fuel oil and certain water-gels (see also § 555.11).

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 55 FR 3722, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; 
redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.203
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.203 Types of magazines.

For purposes of this part, there are five types of magazines. These types, together with the classes of 
explosive materials, as defined in § 555.202, which will be stored in them, are as follows:

(a) Type 1 magazines. Permanent magazines for the storage of high explosives, subject to the 
limitations prescribed by §§ 555.206 and 555.213. Other classes of explosive materials may also be 
stored in type 1 magazines.

(b) Type 2 magazines. Mobile and portable indoor and outdoor magazines for the storage of high 
explosives, subject to the limitations prescribed by §§ 555.206, 555.208(b), and 555.213. Other classes 
of explosive materials may also be stored in type 2 magazines.

(c) Type 3 magazines. Portable outdoor magazines for the temporary storage of high explosives while 
attended (for example, a “day-box”), subject to the limitations prescribed by §§ 555.206 and 555.213. 
Other classes of explosives materials may also be stored in type 3 magazines.

(d) Type 4 magazines. Magazines for the storage of low explosives, subject to the limitations 
prescribed by §§ 555.206(b), 555.210(b), and 555.213. Blasting agents may be stored in type 4 
magazines, subject to the limitations prescribed by §§ 555.206(c), 555.211(b), and 555.213. Detonators 
that will not mass detonate may also be stored in type 4 magazines, subject to the limitations 
prescribed by §§ 555.206(a), 555.210(b), and 555.213.

(e) Type 5 magazines. Magazines for the storage of blasting agents, subject to the limitations 
prescribed by §§ 555.206(c), 555.211(b), and 555.213.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.204
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.204 Inspection of magazines.

Any person storing explosive materials shall inspect his magazines at least every seven days. This 
inspection need not be an inventory, but must be sufficient to determine whether there has been 
unauthorized entry or attempted entry into the magazines, or unauthorized removal of the contents of the 
magazines.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.205
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.205 Movement of explosive materials.

All explosive materials must be kept in locked magazines meeting the standards in this subpart unless they 
are:

(a) In the process of manufacture;

(b) Being physically handled in the operating process of a licensee or user;

(c) Being used; or

(d) Being transported to a place of storage or use by a licensee or permittee or by a person who has 
lawfully acquired explosive materials under § 555.106.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.206
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.206 Location of magazines.

(a) Outdoor magazines in which high explosives are stored must be located no closer to inhabited buildings, 
passenger railways, public highways, or other magazines in which high explosives are stored, than the 
minimum distances specified in the table of distances for storage of explosive materials in § 555.218.

(b) Outdoor magazines in which low explosives are stored must be located no closer to inhibited buildings, 
passenger railways, public highways, or other magazines in which explosive materials are stored, than the 
minimum distances specified in the table of distances for storage of low explosives in § 555.219, except that the 
table of distances in § 555.224 shall apply to the storage of display fireworks. The distances shown in § 
555.219 may not be reduced by the presence of barricades.

(c) 

(1) Outdoor magazines in which blasting agents in quantities of more than 50 pounds are stored must 
be located no closer to inhabited buildings, passenger railways, or public highways than the minimum 
distances specified in the table of distances for storage of explosive materials in § 555.218.

(2) Ammonium nitrate and magazines in which blasting agents are stored must be located no closer to 
magazines in which high explosives or other blasting agents are stored than the minimum distances 
specified in the table of distances for the separation of ammonium nitrate and blasting agents in § 
555.220. However, the minimum distances for magazines in which explosives and blasting agents are 
stored from inhabited buildings, etc., may not be less than the distances specified in the table of 
distances for storage of explosives materials in § 555.218.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 55 FR 3722, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; 
redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.207
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.207 Construction of type 1 magazines.

A type 1 magazine is a permanent structure: a building, an igloo or “Army-type structure”, a tunnel, or a 
dugout. It is to be bullet-resistant, fire-resistant, weather-resistant, theft-resistant, and ventilated.

(a) Buildings. All building type magazines are to be constructed of masonry, wood, metal, or a 
combination of these materials, and have no openings except for entrances and ventilation. The ground 
around building magazines must slope away for drainage or other adequate drainage provided.

(1) Masonry wall construction. Masonry wall construction is to consist of brick, concrete, tile, 
cement block, or cinder block and be not less than 6 inches in thickness. Hollow masonry units 
used in construction must have all hollow spaces filled with well-tamped, coarse, dry sand or weak 
concrete (at least a mixture of one part cement and eight parts of sand with enough water to 
dampen the mixture while tamping in place). Interior walls are to be constructed of, or covered with, 
a nonsparking material.

(2) Fabricated metal wall construction. Metal wall construction is to consist of sectional sheets of 
steel or aluminum not less than number 14-gauge, securely fastened to a metal framework. Metal 
wall construction is either lined inside with brick, solid cement blocks, hardwood not less than four 
inches thick, or will have at least a six inch sand fill between interior and exterior walls. Interior 
walls are to be constructed of, or covered with, a nonsparking material.

(3) Wood frame wall construction. The exterior of outer wood walls is to be covered with iron or 
aluminum not less than number 26-gauge. An inner wall of, or covered with nonsparking material 
will be constructed so as to provide a space of not less than six inches between the outer and inner 
walls. The space is to be filled with coarse, dry sand or weak concrete.

(4) Floors. Floors are to be constructed of, or covered with, a nonsparking material and shall be 
strong enough to bear the weight of the maximum quantity to be stored. Use of pallets covered with 
a nonsparking material is considered equivalent to a floor constructed of or covered with a 
nonsparking material.

(5) Foundations. Foundations are to be constructed of brick, concrete, cement block, stone, or 
wood posts. If piers or posts are used, in lieu of a continuous foundation, the space under the 
buildings is to be enclosed with metal.

(6) Roof. Except for buildings with fabricated metal roofs, the outer roof is to be covered with no 
less than number 26-guage iron or aluminum, fastened to at least ⅞ inch sheathing.

(7) Bullet-resistant ceilings or roofs. Where it is possible for a bullet to be fired directly through the 
roof and into the magazine at such an angle that the bullet would strike the explosives within, the 
magazine is to be protected by one of the following methods:
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(i) A sand tray lined with a layer of building paper, plastic, or other nonporous material, and 
filled with not less than four inches of coarse, dry sand, and located at the tops of inner walls 
covering the entire ceiling area, except that portion necessary for ventilation.

(ii) A fabricated metal roof constructed of 3/16-inch plate steel lined with four inches of 
hardwood. (For each additional 1/16 inch of plate steel, the hardwood lining may be decreased 
one inch.)

(8) Doors. All doors are to be constructed of not less than ¼ inch plate steel and lined with at least 
two inches of hardwood. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to the doors by welding, riveting or 
bolting (nuts on inside of door). They are to be installed in such a manner that the hinges and 
hasps cannot be removed when the doors are closed and locked.

(9) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlock fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a casehardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼ inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. These requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on 
the inside by means of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

(10) Ventilation. Ventilation is to be provided to prevent dampness and heating of stored explosive 
materials. Ventilation openings must be screened to prevent the entrance of sparks. Ventilation 
openings in side walls and foundations must be offset or shielded for bullet-resistant purposes. 
Magazines having foundation and roof ventilators with the air circulating between the side walls and 
the floors and between the side walls and the ceiling must have a wooden lattice lining or 
equivalent to prevent the packages of explosive materials from being stacked against the side walls 
and blocking the air circulation.

(11) Exposed metal. No sparking material is to be exposed to contact with the stored explosive 
materials. All ferrous metal nails in the floor and side walls, which might be exposed to contact with 
explosive materials, must be blind nailed, countersunk, or covered with a nonsparking lattice work 
or other nonsparking material.

(b) Igloos, “Army-type structures”, tunnels, and dugouts. Igloo, “Army-type structure”, tunnel, and 
dugout magazines are to be constructed of reinforced concrete, masonry, metal, or a combination of 
these materials. They must have an earthmound covering of not less than 24 inches on the top, sides 
and rear unless the magazine meets the requirements of paragraph (a)(7) of this section. Interior walls 
and floors must be constructed of, or covered with, a nonsparking material. Magazines of this type are 
also to be constructed in conformity with the requirements of paragraph (a)(4) and paragraphs (a)(8) 
through (11) of this section.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.208
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.208 Construction of type 2 magazines.

A type 2 magazine is a box, trailer, semitrailer, or other mobile facility.

(a)  Outdoor magazines —

(1) General. Outdoor magazines are to be bullet-resistant, fire-resistant, weather-resistant, theft-
resistant, and ventilated. They are to be supported to prevent direct contact with the ground and, if 
less than one cubic yard in size, must be securely fastened to a fixed object. The ground around 
outdoor magazines must slope away for drainage or other adequate drainage provided. When 
unattended, vehicular magazines must have wheels removed or otherwise effectively immobiliized 
by kingpin locking devices or other methods approved by the Director.

(2) Exterior construction. The exterior and doors are to be constructed of not less than ¼-inch steel 
and lined with at least two inches of hardwood. Magazines with top openings will have lids with 
water-resistant seals or which overlap the sides by at least one inch when in a closed position.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when 
the doors are closed and locked.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜-inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼-inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. These requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on 
the inside by means of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

(b)  Indoor magazines —

(1) General. Indoor magazines are to be fire-resistant and theft-resistant. They need not be bullet-
resistant and weather-resistant if the buildings in which they are stored provide protection from the 
weather and from bullet penetration. No indoor magazine is to be located in a residence or 
dwelling. The indoor storage of high explosives must not exceed a quantity of 50 pounds. More 
than one indoor magazine may be located in the same building if the total quantity of explosive 
materials stored does not exceed 50 pounds. Detonators must be stored in a separate magazine 
(except as provided in § 555.213) and the total quantity of detonators must not exceed 5,000.

(2) Exterior construction. Indoor magazines are to be constructed of wood or metal according to 
one of the following specifications:

(i) Wood indoor magazines are to have sides, bottoms and doors constructed of at least two 
inches of hardwood and are to be well braced at the corners. They are to be covered with sheet 
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metal of not less than number 26-gauge (.0179 inches). Nails exposed to the interior of 
magazines must be countersunk.

(ii) Metal indoor magazines are to have sides, bottoms and doors constructed of not less than 
number 12-gauge (.1046 inches) metal and be lined inside with a nonsparking material. Edges 
of metal covers must overlap sides at least one inch.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when 
the doors are closed and locked.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜-inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼-inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. Indoor magazines located in secure rooms that are locked as provided in this 
subparagraph may have each door locked with one steel padlock (which need not be protected by 
a steel hood) having at least five tumblers and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜-inch 
diameter, if the door hinges and lock hasp are securely fastened to the magazine. These 
requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on the inside by means 
of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

(c) Detonator boxes. Magazines for detonators in quantities of 100 or less are to have sides, bottoms 
and doors constructed of not less than number 12-gauge (.1046 inches) metal and lined with a 
nonsparking material. Hinges and hasps must be attached so they cannot be removed from the 
outside. One steel padlock (which need not be protected by a steel hood) having at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜-inch diameter is sufficient for locking purposes.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.209
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.209 Construction of type 3 magazines.

A type 3 magazine is a “day-box” or other portable magazine. It must be fire-resistant, weather-resistant, 
and theft-resistant. A type 3 magazine is to be constructed of not less than number 12-gauge (.1046 
inches) steel, lined with at least either ½-inch plywood or ½-inch Masonite-type hardboard. Doors must 
overlap sides by at least one inch. Hinges and hasps are to be attached by welding, riveting or bolting (nuts 
on inside). One steel padlock (which need not be protected by a steel hood) having at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜-inch diameter is sufficient for locking purposes. Explosive 
materials are not to be left unattended in type 3 magazines and must be removed to type 1 or 2 magazines 
for unattended storage.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.210
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.210 Construction of type 4 magazines.

A type 4 magazine is a building, igloo or “Army-type structure”, tunnel, dugout, box, trailer, or a semitrailer 
or other mobile magazine.

(a)  Outdoor magazines —

(1) General. Outdoor magazines are to be fire-resistant, weather-resistant, and theft-resistant. The 
ground around outdoor magazines must slope away for drainage or other adequate drainage be 
provided. When unattended, vehicular magazines must have wheels removed or otherwise be 
effectively immobilized by kingpin locking devices or other methods approved by the Director.

(2) Construction. Outdoor magazines are to be constructed of masonry, metal-covered wood, 
fabricated metal, or a combination of these materials. Foundations are to be constructed of brick, 
concrete, cement block, stone, or metal or wood posts. If piers or posts are used, in lieu of a 
continuous foundation, the space under the building is to be enclosed with fire-resistant material. 
The walls and floors are to be constructed of, or covered with, a nonsparking material or lattice 
work. The doors must be metal or solid wood covered with metal.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when 
the doors are closed and locked.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼ inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. These requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on 
the inside by means of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

(b)  Indoor magazine —

(1) General. Indoor magazines are to be fire-resistant and theft-resistant. They need not be 
weather-resistant if the buildings in which they are stored provide protection from the weather. No 
indoor magazine is to be located in a residence or dwelling. The indoor storage of low explosives 
must not exceed a quantity of 50 pounds. More than one indoor magazine may be located in the 
same building if the total quantity of explosive materials stored does not exceed 50 pounds. 
Detonators that will not mass detonate must be stored in a separate magazine and the total 
number of electric detonators must not exceed 5,000.

(2) Construction. Indoor magazines are to be constructed of masonry, metal-covered wood, 
fabricated metal, or a combination of these materials. The walls and floors are to be constructed of, 
or covered with, a nonsparking material. The doors must be metal or solid wood covered with 
metal.
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§ 555.210 Construction of type 4 magazines.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when 
the doors are closed and locked.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼ inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. Indoor magazines located in secure rooms that are locked as provided in this 
subparagraph may have each door locked with one steel padlock (which need not be protected by 
a steel hood) having at least five tumblers and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch 
diameter, if the door hinges and lock hasp are securely fastened to the magazine. These 
requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on the inside by means 
of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.211
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.211 Construction of type 5 magazines.

A type 5 magazine is a building, igloo or “Army-type structure”, tunnel, dugout, bin, box, trailer, or a 
semitrailer or other mobile facility.

(a)  Outdoor magazines —

(1) General. Outdoor magazines are to be weather-resistant and theft-resistant. The ground around 
magazines must slope away for drainage or other adequate drainage be provided. When 
unattended, vehicular magazines must have wheels removed or otherwise be effectively 
immobilized by kingpin locking devices or other methods approved by the Director.

(2) Construction. The doors are to be constructed of solid wood or metal.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when 
the doors are closed and locked.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼ inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. Trailers, semitrailers, and similar vehicular magazines may, for each door, be locked 
with one steel padlock (which need not be protected by a steel hood) having at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter, if the door hinges and lock hasp are 
securely fastened to the magazine and to the door frame. These requirements do not apply to 
magazine doors that are adequately secured on the inside by means of a bolt, lock, or bar that 
cannot be actuated from the outside.

(5) Placards. The placards required by Department of Transportation regulations at 49 CFR part 
172, subpart F, for the transportation of blasting agents shall be displayed on all magazines.

(b)  Indoor magazines —

(1) General. Indoor magazines are to be theft-resistant. They need not be weather-resistant if the 
buildings in which they are stored provide protection from the weather. No indoor magazine is to be 
located in a residence or dwelling. Indoor magazines containing quantities of blasting agents in 
excess of 50 pounds are subject to the requirements of § 555.206 of this subpart.

(2) Construction. The doors are to be constructed of wood or metal.

(3) Hinges and hasps. Hinges and hasps are to be attached to doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside). Hinges and hasps must be installed so that they cannot be removed when the 
doors are closed and locked.
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§ 555.211 Construction of type 5 magazines.

(4) Locks. Each door is to be equipped with (i) two mortise locks; (ii) two padlocks fastened in 
separate hasps and staples; (iii) a combination of a mortise lock and a padlock; (iv) a mortise lock 
that requires two keys to open; or (v) a three-point lock. Padlocks must have at least five tumblers 
and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch diameter. Padlocks must be protected with not less 
than ¼ inch steel hoods constructed so as to prevent sawing or lever action on the locks, hasps, 
and staples. Indoor magazines located in secure rooms that are locked as provided in this 
subparagraph may have each door locked with one steel padlock (which need not be protected by 
a steel hood) having at least five tumblers and a case-hardened shackle of at least ⅜ inch 
diameter, if the door hinges and lock hasps are securely fastened to the magazine and to the door 
frame. These requirements do not apply to magazine doors that are adequately secured on the 
inside by means of a bolt, lock, or bar that cannot be actuated from the outside.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by 55 FR 21863, May 30, 1990; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 
3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.212
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.212 Smoking and open flames.

Smoking, matches, open flames, and spark producing devices are not permitted:

(a) In any magazine;

(b) Within 50 feet of any outdoor magazine; or

(c) Within any room containing an indoor magazine.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.
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27 CFR 555.213
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.213 Quantity and storage restrictions.

(a) Explosive materials in excess of 300,000 pounds or detonators in excess of 20 million are not to be stored in 
one magazine unless approved by the Director.

(b) Detonators are not to be stored in the same magazine with other explosive materials, except under the 
following circumstances:

(1) In a type 4 magazine, detonators that will not mass detonate may be stored with electric squibs, 
safety fuse, shock tube, igniters, and igniter cord.

(2) In a type 1 or type 2 magazine, detonators may be stored with delay devices and any of the items 
listed in paragraph (b)(1) of this section.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 75 FR 3160, 3163, Jan. 20, 2010]
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27 CFR 555.214
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.214 Storage within types 1, 2, 3, and 4 magazines.

(a) Explosive materials within a magazine are not to be placed directly against interior walls and must be stored 
so as not to interfere with ventilation. To prevent contact of stored explosive materials with walls, a nonsparking 
lattice work or other nonsparking material may be used.

(b) Containers of explosive materials are to be stored so that marks are visible. Stocks of explosive materials 
are to be stored so they can be easily counted and checked upon inspection.

(c) Except with respect to fiberboard or other nonmetal containers, containers of explosive materials are not to 
be unpacked or repacked inside a magazine or within 50 feet of a magazine, and must not be unpacked or 
repacked close to other explosive materials. Containers of explosive materials must be closed while being 
stored.

(d) Tools used for opening or closing containers of explosive materials are to be of nonsparking materials, 
except that metal slitters may be used for opening fiberboard containers. A wood wedge and a fiber, rubber, or 
wooden mallet are to be used for opening or closing wood containers of explosive materials. Metal tools other 
than nonsparking transfer conveyors are not to be stored in any magazine containing high explosives.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.215
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.215 Housekeeping.

Magazines are to be kept clean, dry, and free of grit, paper, empty packages and containers, and rubbish. 
Floors are to be regularly swept. Brooms and other utensils used in the cleaning and maintenance of 
magazines must have no spark-producing metal parts, and may be kept in magazines. Floors stained by 
leakage from explosive materials are to be cleaned according to instructions of the explosives 
manufacturer. When any explosive material has deteriorated it is to be destroyed in accordance with the 
advice or instructions of the manufacturer. The area surrounding magazines is to be kept clear of rubbish, 
brush, dry grass, or trees (except live trees more than 10 feet tall), for not less than 25 feet in all directions. 
Volatile materials are to be kept a distance of not less than 50 feet from outdoor magazines. Living foliage 
which is used to stabilize the earthen covering of a magazine need not be removed.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.216
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.216 Repair of magazines.

Before repairing the interior of magazines, all explosive materials are to be removed and the interior 
cleaned. Before repairing the exterior of magazines, all explosive materials must be removed if there exists 
any possibility that repairs may produce sparks or flame. Explosive materials removed from magazines 
under repair must be (a) placed in other magazines appropriate for the storage of those explosive materials 
under this subpart, or (b) placed a safe distance from the magazines under repair where they are to be 
properly guarded and protected until the repairs have been completed.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.217
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.217 Lighting.

(a) Battery-activated safety lights or battery-activated safety lanterns may be used in explosives storage 
magazines.

(b) Electric lighting used in any explosives storage magazine must meet the standards prescribed by the 
“National Electrical Code,” (National Fire Protection Association, NFPA 70-81), for the conditions present in the 
magazine at any time. All electrical switches are to be located outside of the magazine and also meet the 
standards prescribed by the National Electrical Code.

(c) Copies of invoices, work orders or similar documents which indicate the lighting complies with the National 
Electrical Code must be available for inspection by ATF officers.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.218
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.218 Table of distances for storage of explosive materials.

[PUBLISHER’S NOTE: As printed in the GPO edition of the CFR, the following table is too wide to fit on an 
80-character screen. Therefore, the table has been reformatted for the screen.]

Quantity of explosives Distances in feet

Inhabited buildings Public highways

with traffic volume

of 3000 or fewer

vehicles/day

Pounds 
over

Pounds 
not

over Barricaded Unbarricaded Barrica
ded

Unbarrica
ded

0 5 70 140 30 60

5 10 90 180 35 70

10 20 110 220 45 90

20 30 125 250 50 100

30 40 140 280 55 110

40 50 150 300 60 120

50 75 170 340 70 140

75 100 190 380 75 150

100 125 200 400 80 160

125 150 215 430 85 170

150 200 235 470 95 190

200 250 255 510 105 210

250 300 270 540 110 220

300 400 295 590 120 240

400 500 320 640 130 260
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§ 555.218 Table of distances for storage of explosive materials.

Quantity of explosives Distances in feet

Inhabited buildings Public highways

with traffic volume

of 3000 or fewer

vehicles/day

Pounds 
over

Pounds 
not

over Barricaded Unbarricaded Barrica
ded

Unbarrica
ded

500 600 340 680 135 270

600 700 355 710 145 290

700 800 375 750 150 300

800 900 390 780 155 310

900 1,000 400 800 160 320

1,000 1,200 425 850 165 330

1,200 1,400 450 900 170 340

1,400 1,600 470 940 175 350

1,600 1,800 490 980 180 360

1,800 2,000 505 1,010 185 370

2,000 2,500 545 1,090 190 380

2,500 3,000 580 1,160 195 390

3,000 4,000 635 1,270 210 420

4,000 5,000 685 1,370 225 450

5,000 6,000 730 1,460 235 470

6,000 7,000 770 1,540 245 490

7,000 8,000 800 1,600 250 500

8,000 9,000 835 1,670 255 510

9,000 10,000 865 1,730 260 520

10,000 12,000 875 1,750 270 540

12,000 14,000 885 1,770 275 550

14,000 16,000 900 1,800 280 560

16,000 18,000 940 1,880 285 570

18,000 20,000 975 1,950 290 580

20,000 25,000 1,055 2,000 315 630

25,000 30,000 1,130 2,000 340 680
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Quantity of explosives Distances in feet

Inhabited buildings Public highways

with traffic volume

of 3000 or fewer

vehicles/day

Pounds 
over

Pounds 
not

over Barricaded Unbarricaded Barrica
ded

Unbarrica
ded

30,000 35,000 1,205 2,000 360 720

35,000 40,000 1,275 2,000 380 760

40,000 45,000 1,340 2,000 400 800

45,000 50,000 1,400 2,000 420 840

50,000 55,000 1,460 2,000 440 880

55,000 60,000 1,515 2,000 455 910

60,000 65,000 1,565 2,000 470 940

65,000 70,000 1,610 2,000 485 970

70,000 75,000 1,655 2,000 500 1,000

75,000 80,000 1,695 2,000 510 1,020

80,000 85,000 1,730 2,000 520 1,040

85,000 90,000 1,760 2,000 530 1,060

90,000 95,000 1,790 2,000 540 1,080

95,000 100,000 1,815  2,000 545 1,090

100,000 110,000 1,835 2,000 550 1,100

110,000 120,000 1,855 2,000 555 1,110

120,000 130,000 1,875 2,000 560 1,120

130,000 140,000 1,890 2,000 565 1,130

140,000 150,000 1,900 2,000 570 1,140

150,000 160,000 1,935 2,000 580 1,160

160,000 170,000 1,965 2,000  590 1,180

170,000 180,000 1,990 2,000 600 1,200

180,000 190,000 2,010 2,010 605 1,210

190,000 200,000 2,030 2,030 610 1,220

200,000 210,000 2,055 2,055 620 1,240

210,000 230,000 2,100 2,100 635 1,270
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§ 555.218 Table of distances for storage of explosive materials.

Quantity of explosives Distances in feet

Inhabited buildings Public highways

with traffic volume

of 3000 or fewer

vehicles/day

Pounds 
over

Pounds 
not

over Barricaded Unbarricaded Barrica
ded

Unbarrica
ded

230,000 250,000 2,155 2,155 650 1,300

250,000 275,000 2,215 2,215 670 1,340

275,000 300,000 2,275 2,275 690 1,380

    TABLE: AMERICAN TABLE OF DISTANCES FOR STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES (DECEMBER 1910), 
AS REVISED AND APPROVED BY THE INSTITUTE OF MAKERS OF EXPLOSIVES — June 1991.

    Notes to the Table of Distances for Storage of Explosives

(1) Terms found in the table of distances for storage of explosive materials are defined in § 555.11.

(2) When two or more storage magazines are located on the same property, each magazine must 
comply with the minimum distances specified from inhabited buildings, railways, and highways, and, in 
addition, they should be separated from each other by not less than the distances shown for 
“Separation of Magazines,” except that the quantity of explosives contained in cap magazines shall 
govern in regard to the spacing of said cap magazines from magazines containing other explosives. If 
any two or more magazines are separated from each other by less than the specified “Separation of 
Magazines” distances, then such two or more magazines, as a group, must be considered as one 
magazine, and the total quantity of explosives stored in such group must be treated as if stored in a 
single magazine located on the site of any magazine of the group, and must comply with the minimum 
of distances specified from other magazines, inhabited buildings, railways, and highways.

(3) All types of blasting caps in strengths through No. 8 cap should be rated at 11/2 lbs. (1.5 lbs.) of 
explosives per 1,000 caps (1.5 lbs). For strengths higher than No. 8 cap, consult the manufacturer.

(4) For quantity and distance purposes, detonating cord of 50 or 60 grains per foot should be calculated 
as equivalent to 9 lbs. of high explosives per 1,000 feet. Heavier or lighter core loads should be rated 
proportionately.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History
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[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; 63 FR 44999, 45003, Aug. 24, 1998; 66 FR 16601, 16602, Mar. 27, 2001; 66 FR 
19089, Apr. 13, 2001; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 
8, 2019]

LEXISNEXIS’ CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

Page 70 of 83

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:3TG0-89J0-006W-81GM-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:42NX-6GW0-006X-W3KC-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:47S5-6220-006W-8194-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=administrative-codes&id=urn:contentItem:5VV3-JJ21-FC6N-X2XV-00000-00&context=1530671


27 CFR 555.219
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.219 Table of distances for storage of low explosives.

Pounds

Ov
er

Not over From inhabited

building distance

(feet) From public

railroad and

highway distance

(feet) From above 
ground

magazine (feet)

0 1,000 75 75 50

1,0
00

5,000 115 115 75

5,0
00

10,000 150 150 100

10,
000

20,000 190 190 125

20,
000

30,000 215 215 145

30,
000

40,000 235 235 155

40,
000

50,000 250 250 165

50,
000

60,000 260 260 175

60,
000

70,000 270 270 185

70,
000

80,000 280 280 190

80,
000

90,000 295 295 195
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§ 555.219 Table of distances for storage of low explosives.

Pounds

Ov
er

Not over From inhabited

building distance

(feet) From public

railroad and

highway distance

(feet) From above 
ground

magazine (feet)

90,
000

100,000 300 300 200

100
,00
0

200,000 375 375 250

200
,00
0

300,000 450 450 300

TABLE: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVES STANDARDS, TABLE 5-4.1 
EXTRACT; 4145.27 M, MARCH 1969

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.220
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.220 Table of separation distances of ammonium nitrate and blasting 
agents from explosives or blasting agents.

Donor weight (pounds) Minimum separation distance of

acceptor from donor when barricaded

(ft.)

Ov
er

Not over Ammonium nitrate Blasting agent Minimum 
thickness

of artificial

barricades (in.)

100 3 11 12

100 300 4 14 12

300 600 5 18 12

600 1,000 6 22 12

1,0
00

1,600 7 25 12

1,6
00

2,000 8 29 12

2,0
00

3,000 9 32 15

3,0
00

4,000 10 36 15

4,0
00

6,000 11 40 15

6,0
00

8,000 12 43 20

8,0
00

10,000 13 47 20

10,
000

12,000 14 50 20

12,
000

16,000 15 54 25
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§ 555.220 Table of separation distances of ammonium nitrate and blasting agents from explosives or blasting 

agents.

Donor weight (pounds) Minimum separation distance of

acceptor from donor when barricaded

(ft.)

Ov
er

Not over Ammonium nitrate Blasting agent Minimum 
thickness

of artificial

barricades (in.)

16,
000

20,000 16 58 25

20,
000

25,000 18 65 25

25,
000

30,000 19 68 30

30,
000

35,000 20 72 30

35,
000

40,000 21 76 30

40,
000

45,000 22 79 35

45,
000

50,000 23 83 35

50,
000

55,000 24 86 35

55,
000

60,000 25 90 35

60,
000

70,000 26 94 40

70,
000

80,000 28 101 40

80,
000

90,000 30 108 40

90,
000

100,000 32 115 40

100
,00
0

120,000 34 122 50

120
,00
0

140,000 37 133 50

140
,00
0

160,000 40 144 50

160 180,000 44 158 50
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§ 555.220 Table of separation distances of ammonium nitrate and blasting agents from explosives or blasting 

agents.

Donor weight (pounds) Minimum separation distance of

acceptor from donor when barricaded

(ft.)

Ov
er

Not over Ammonium nitrate Blasting agent Minimum 
thickness

of artificial

barricades (in.)
,00
0

180
,00
0

200,000 48 173 50

200
,00
0

220,000 52 187 60

220
,00
0

250,000 56 202 60

250
,00
0

275,000 60 216 60

275
,00
0

300,000 64 230 60

Table: National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Official Standard No. 492, 1968

       Notes of Table of Separation Distances of Ammonium Nitrate and Blasting Agents From Explosives or 
Blasting Agents

(1) This table specifies separation distances to prevent explosion of ammonium nitrate and ammonium nitrate-
based blasting agents by propagation from nearby stores of high explosives or blasting agents referred to in the 
table as the “donor.” Ammonium nitrate, by itself, is not considered to be a donor when applying this table. 
Ammonium nitrate, ammonium nitrate-fuel oil or combinations thereof are acceptors. If stores of ammonium 
nitrate are located within the sympathetic detonation distance of explosives or blasting agents, one-half the 
mass of the ammonium nitrate is to be included in the mass of the donor.

(2) When the ammonium nitrate and/or blasting agent is not barricaded, the distances shown in the table must 
be multiplied by six. These distances allow for the possibility of high velocity metal fragments from mixers, 
hoppers, truck bodies, sheet metal structures, metal containers, and the like which may enclose the “donor.” 
Where explosives storage is in bullet-resistant magazines or where the storage is protected by a bullet-resistant 
wall, distances and barricade thicknesses in excess of those prescribed in the table in § 555.218 are not 
required.

(3) These distances apply to all ammonium nitrate with respect to its separation from stores of high explosives 
and blasting agents. Ammonium nitrate explosive mixtures that are high explosives pursuant to § 555.202(a) or 
are defined as a blasting agent pursuant to § 555.11 are subject to the table of distances for storage of 
explosive materials in § 555.218 and to the table of separation distances of ammonium nitrate and blasting 
agents from explosives or blasting agents in this section.
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§ 555.220 Table of separation distances of ammonium nitrate and blasting agents from explosives or blasting 

agents.

fn1 Definition and Test Procedures for Ammonium Nitrate Fertilizer, Fertilizer Institute.

(4) These distances apply to blasting agents which pass the insensitivity test prescribed in regulations of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation (49 CFR part 173).

(5) Earth or sand dikes, or enclosures filled with the prescribed minimum thickness of earth or sand are 
acceptable artificial barricades. Natural barricades, such as hills or timber of sufficient density that the 
surrounding exposures which require protection cannot be seen from the “donor” when the trees are bare of 
leaves, are also acceptable.

(6) For determining the distances to be maintained from inhabited buildings, passenger railways, and public 
highways, use the table in § 555.218.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003; 84 FR 12095, 12097, 
Apr. 1, 2019; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 8, 2019]
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27 CFR 555.221
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.221 Requirements for display fireworks, pyrotechnic compositions, 
and explosive materials used in assembling fireworks or articles 
pyrotechnic.

(a) Display fireworks, pyrotechnic compositions, and explosive materials used to assemble fireworks and 
articles pyrotechnic shall be stored at all times as required by this Subpart unless they are in the process of 
manufacture, assembly, packaging, or are being transported.

(b) No more than 500 pounds (227 kg) of pyrotechnic compositions or explosive materials are permitted at one 
time in any fireworks mixing building, any building or area in which the pyrotechnic compositions or explosive 
materials are pressed or otherwise prepared for finishing or assembly, or any finishing or assembly building. All 
pyrotechnic compositions or explosive materials not in immediate use will be stored in covered, non-ferrous 
containers.

(c) The maximum quantity of flash powder permitted in any fireworks process building is 10 pounds (4.5 kg).

(d) All dry explosive powders and mixtures, partially assembled display fireworks, and finished display fireworks 
shall be removed from fireworks process buildings at the conclusion of a day’s operations and placed in 
approved magazines.

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[55 FR 3722, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45004, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.222
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.222 Table of distances between fireworks process buildings and 
between fireworks process and fireworks nonprocess buildings.

Net weight of fireworks 1

(pounds) Display fireworks 2

(feet) Consumer fireworks 3

(feet)

 0-100 57 37

101-200 69 37

201-300 77 37

301-400 85 37

401-500 91 37

Above 500 Not permitted 45 Not permitted 45

Statutory Authority

1 Net weight is the weight of all pyrotechnic compositions, and explosive materials and fuse only.
2 The distances in this column apply only with natural or artificial barricades. If such barricades are not used, the distances 
must be doubled.
3 While consumer fireworks or articles pyrotechnic in a finished state are not subject to regulation, explosive materials used 
to manufacture or assemble such fireworks or articles are subject to regulation. Thus, fireworks process buildings where 
consumer fireworks or articles pyrotechnic are being processed shall meet these requirements.
4 A maximum of 500 pounds of in-process pyrotechnic compositions, either loose or in partially-assembled fireworks, is 
permitted in any fireworks process building. Finished display fireworks may not be stored in a fireworks process building.
5 A maximum of 10 pounds of flash powder, either in loose form or in assembled units, is permitted in any fireworks process 
building. Quantities in excess of 10 pounds must be kept in an approved magazine.
4 A maximum of 500 pounds of in-process pyrotechnic compositions, either loose or in partially-assembled fireworks, is 
permitted in any fireworks process building. Finished display fireworks may not be stored in a fireworks process building.
5 A maximum of 10 pounds of flash powder, either in loose form or in assembled units, is permitted in any fireworks process 
building. Quantities in excess of 10 pounds must be kept in an approved magazine.
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§ 555.222 Table of distances between fireworks process buildings and between fireworks process and 

fireworks nonprocess buildings.

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[55 FR 3723, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45004, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated at 68 FR 3744, 3748, Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.223
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.223 Table of distances between fireworks process buildings and other 
specified areas.

Distance from Passenger Railways, Public Highways, Fireworks Plant Buildings used to Store 
Consumer Fireworks and Articles Pyrotechnic, Magazines and Fireworks Shipping Buildings, and 

Inhabited Buildings. 345

Net weight of fireworks

1(pounds) Display fireworks 1

(feet) Consumer fireworks 2

(feet)

 0-100 200 25

101-200 200 50

201-300 200 50

301-400 200 50

401-500 200 50

Above 500 Not permitted Not permitted.

Statutory Authority

3 This table does not apply to the separation distances between fireworks process buildings (see § 555.222) and between 
magazines (see §§ 555.218 and 555.224).
4 The distances in this table apply with or without artificial or natural barricades or screen barricades. However, the use of 
barricades is highly recommended.
5 No work of any kind, except to place or move items other than explosive materials from storage, shall be conducted in any 
building designated as a warehouse. A fireworks plant warehouse is not subject to § 555.222 or this section, tables of 
distances.
1 Net weight is the weight of all pyrotechnic compositions, and exposive materials and fuse only.
1 Net weight is the weight of all pyrotechnic compositions, and exposive materials and fuse only.
2 While consumer fireworks or articles pyrotechnic in a finished state are not subject to regulation, explosive materials used 
to manufacture or assemble such fireworks or articles are subject to regulation. Thus, fireworks process buildings where 
consumer fireworks or articles pyrotechnic are being processed shall meet these requirements.
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§ 555.223 Table of distances between fireworks process buildings and other specified areas.

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

[55 FR 3723, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45004, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, 
Jan. 24, 2003]
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27 CFR 555.224
This document is current through the Oct. 10, 2023 issue of the Federal Register, with the exception of the 

amendments appearing at 88 FR 69294, 88 FR 69873, and 88 FR 69883.

Code of Federal Regulations  >  Title 27 Alcohol, Tobacco Products and Firearms  >  Chapter II — 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Department of Justice  >  Subchapter C — 
Explosives  >  Part 555 — Commerce in Explosives  >  Subpart K — Storage

§ 555.224 Table of distances for the storage of display fireworks (except bulk 
salutes).

Net weight of firework 1

 (pounds) Distance between magazine

and inhabited building,

passenger railway, or

public highway 34

(feet) Distance between

magazines 23(feet)

0-1000 150 100

1001-5000 230 150

5001-10000 300 200

Above 10000 Use table § 555.218

Statutory Authority

Authority Note Applicable to 27 CFR Ch. II, Subch. C, Pt. 555

History

1 Net weight is the weight of all pyrotechnic compositions, and exposive materials and fuse only.

3 For fireworks storage magazines in use prior to March 7, 1990, the distances in this table may be halved if properly 
barricaded between the magazine and potential receptor sites. (55 FR 3717)
4 This table does not apply to the storage of bulk salutes. Use table at § 555.218.
2 For the purposes of applying this table, the term magazine" also includes fireworks shipping buildings for display fireworks.

3 For fireworks storage magazines in use prior to March 7, 1990, the distances in this table may be halved if properly 
barricaded between the magazine and potential receptor sites. (55 FR 3717)
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[55 FR 3723, Feb. 5, 1990; 63 FR 44999, 45004, Aug. 24, 1998; redesignated and amended at 68 FR 3744, 3748, 
Jan. 24, 2003; 84 FR 13798, 13800, Apr. 8, 2019]
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