6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

O &IGN

A Visual History of American Football
Games

IGN takes a look back at 35 years of digital pigskin.

. BY MARTY SLIVA

POSTED: JUL 8, 2013 7:35 PM

Football video games have existed in some form for the past 35 years. Before Mario slid down his first flagpole or
our little vector ships blew apart digital asteroids, gamers were able to nestle up to an arcade cabinet and simulate
a game of football. Looking back at the history of these games is pretty staggering -- they've ranged from
hardcore simulations to complete arcade madness. Even if you're not a fan of the sport itself, games like Tecmo
Super Bowl and NFL Blitz managed to transcend their real-life analogue and become purely entertaining video
games on their own merits.

Looking at these screens highlights how far the genre, and video games as a whole have evolved. Join us as we
look back at 35 years of interactive football.

Atari Football (1978, Atari)
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Widely viewed as the first game to accurately depict football...you know, minus the fact that players are
represented by Xs and Os.

Tecmo Super Bowl (1991, NES)

>
https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 2/19

Teda Exhibit 1011.002



6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

o1 -CHAHRTER [ g EBJ 93 ~-DENT

(BT | T TS

 mem pmn e SR =T 1 k- S JEES B b s ey B g i

'::].‘_::q{r:l-

Arguably the best sports game of the 8-bit era, it transformed Bo Jackson into a video game deity. Seriously, he
might be the most overpowered character ever.

Mutant League Football (1993, Sega Genesis)
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Portals to hell, alien invasions, and an endless supply of awful puns (Jerry Rice is called Scary Ice) made this one
of the dumbest, most entertaining sports games of all time.

Madden NFL '95 (1994, Sega Genesis)
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Madden '95 ushered in the series’ emphasis on emulating real football by featuring NFL team logos and actual
player names. Sorry, Scary Ice.

NFL Blitz (1997, Arcade)
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Blitz married arcade action with the actual fundamentals of football better than any other game. It's an arcade
cabinet that still demands to be played whenever you happen to stumble by.

NFL 2K1 (2000, Sega Dreamcast)
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For a brief stint in the early aughts, Sega gave EA and Madden a run for their money through the fantastic 2K
series. 2K1 still stands as one of the very best Dreamcast games.

Madden 2002 (2001, All the Systems)
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Once Madden found its way to PS2, Xbox, and GameCube, EA managed to strong-arm its way to the top of the
digital football mountain. Gaining exclusive rights to the NFL license also helped.

NFL Street 2 (2004, So Many Consoles)
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Boasting a soundtrack featuring DMX, Papa Roach, Sum 41, Drowning Pool, and Ying Yang Twins makes NFL Street
2 the most 2004 thing ever.

Blitz: The League (2005, PlayStation 2/Xbox/Xbox 360)
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C. CANE (0B)

Shattered Tibia

Without access to the NFL rights, Midway created a football game consisting of steroids, prostitution, and the
only/worst storyline in the history of the genre.

NCAA Football 2010 (2009, 360/PS3)
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As visuals in games slowly creep towards the uncanny valley, success and failure is measured by what features
are added to annual installments.

NCAA Football 2014 (2013, 360/PS3)

NCAA's Infinity Engine carry the weight of on-field physics in what could be this generation's college football
console swan song...

Madden NFL 25 (2013, Current/Next-Gen)
>
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...which brings us to Madden NFL 25, which is set to celebrate the series' historic milestone when its released later
this summer.

Marty Sliva is an Associate Edjtor at IGN. He has terrible nightmares about Scary Ice. Follow him on Twitter
@McBiggitty and on IGN.

https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 12/19

Tesla Exhibit 1011.012


https://twitter.com/McBiggitty
https://people.ign.com/mcbiggitty
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

Best OLED TV Dea's Right Now: Perfect Use With PS5
and Xbox - IGN

$IGN
Recommends

Canada Calls Out 'Factual Inaccuracies' in Xbox's Claim of Worldwide Regulator Support
‘ 1h ago - Oh Canada.

179

GUIDES TotK Shrine Locations and Guide e Tears of the Kingdom Walkthrough e Diablo 4 Helltide Mystery Chest Locations ¢ GTA
5 Cheats e Zelda: Tears of the Kingdom Map e Diablo 4 Altar of Lilith Locations e TotK Great Fairy Fountain Locations

PUN
7 IGN DEALS IGN Deals e Best Lego Sets e Cheap Gaming Laptops e Best Cheap TVs e Zelda: Tears of the Kingdom Preorders e Best

8/

ioXbox'eRhit Speaser Sarmingin RecideddieddakriAlctraitda Game SExgiusives indMdive

k Mesting AFROPUNK
Th ago - A chat exchange between Xbox leaders reveals what happened in a November 2021

meeting.

277

>

https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 13/19

Tesla Exhibit 1011.013


https://www.ign.com/articles/xbox-claims-worldwide-regulators-onboard-with-activision-blizzard-merger-canada-disagrees
https://www.ign.com/articles/xbox-ftc-trial-phil-spencer-zenimax-exclusive
https://www.ign.com/
https://www.ign.com/wikis/the-legend-of-zelda-tears-of-the-kingdom/Shrine_Locations_and_Guide
https://www.ign.com/wikis/the-legend-of-zelda-tears-of-the-kingdom/Walkthrough
https://www.ign.com/wikis/diablo-4/Helltide_Mystery_Chest_Locations
https://www.ign.com/wikis/gta-5/GTA_5_Cheats_and_Secrets
https://www.ign.com/maps/the-legend-of-zelda-tears-of-the-kingdom/hyrule
https://www.ign.com/wikis/diablo-4/Altar_of_Lilith_Locations
https://www.ign.com/wikis/the-legend-of-zelda-tears-of-the-kingdom/How_to_Find_and_Unlock_Great_Fairy_Fountains
https://www.ign.com/deals
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-lego-sets-for-adults
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-budget-gaming-laptop
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-budget-tv
https://www.ign.com/articles/legend-of-zelda-breath-of-the-wild-2-tears-kingdom-release-date-preorder
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-board-games-all-time
https://www.ign.com/
https://mapgenie.io/
https://howlongtobeat.com/
https://www.ignboards.com/
https://www.ziffdavis.com/general/group-black-and-ziff-davis-partner-to-amplify-and-scale-black-voices-in-media
https://www.ziffdavis.com/general/group-black-and-ziff-davis-partner-to-amplify-and-scale-black-voices-in-media
https://www.cxmmunity.co/
https://www.blackwomentalktech.com/our-perspective
https://afropunk.com/
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-oled-tv-deals?traffic_source=Connatix
https://www.ign.com/articles/best-oled-tv-deals?traffic_source=Connatix

6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

The Mandalorian: Jon Favreau Says Din Djarin Wasn't Destined to Be Star Wars 'Aragorn’

2h ago - This is the way.

43

Baldur's Gate 3 PC Coming Sooner Than Expected, PS5 Version Delayed Slightly

4h ago - But PS5 version delayed a week.

59

Final Fantasy 16 Isn't Really an RPG

4h ago - "There's very little role-playing in these mats."

263

Baldur's Gate 3 Split-Screen Co-Op Issues Raise Questions About the Future of Xbox Series S

4h ago - “I wish | could tell you we can do magic and miracles."

>
https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 14/19

Tesla Exhibit 1011.014


https://www.ign.com/articles/the-mandalorian-jon-favreau-why-bo-katan-is-rightful-leader-of-mandalore
https://www.ign.com/articles/baldurs-gate-3-pc-release-date-brought-forward-a-month-avoiding-starfield-clash
https://www.ign.com/articles/god-of-war-is-more-of-an-rpg-than-final-fantasy-16
https://www.ign.com/articles/microsoft-engineers-helping-get-baldurs-gate-3-split-screen-working-on-xbox-series-s

6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

100

Avatar: The Last Airbender: Quest for Balance Announced

6h ago - Coming to all major platforms this Fall.

a

The Witcher Season 3 Volume 1 Review

12h ago - Everybody wants Ciri in the third season of Netflix’s increasingly complicated Witcher
series.

162

Conversation

Have fun. Don't be mean. Feel free to criticize ideas, not people. Report bad behavior. Read our community guidelines.

Be the first to comment... ® ©

No one seems to have shared their thoughts on this topic yet

Leave a comment so your voice will be heard first.

Powered by ¢ OpenWeb Terms | Privacy | Feedback

https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 15/19

Tesla Exhibit 1011.015


https://www.ign.com/articles/microsoft-engineers-helping-get-baldurs-gate-3-split-screen-working-on-xbox-series-s
https://www.ign.com/articles/avatar-the-last-airbender-quest-for-balance-announced
https://www.ign.com/articles/the-witcher-season-3-volume-1-review
https://www.openweb.com/powered-by
https://www.openweb.com/legal-and-privacy/terms-of-use?utm_source=Product&utm_medium=Footer
https://www.openweb.com/legal-and-privacy/privacy?utm_source=Product&utm_medium=Footer

6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

Popular in the Community

The Mandalorian:
Jon Favreau Says...

PN . 4
RsF Futaba_Anzai L]
Favreau: "I'm going to "t
keep carefully toeing... a

) Top Comment /55 Q

-

H | Q A
10ices (> oponsored

Super Mario Bros Wonder Trailer
2D Mario is back for Nintendo Switch! Check out the trailer for Super Mario Bros. Wonder, a side-
scrolling Mario adventure featuring 4 player co-op and Mario changing into Elephant!

‘ o

z
o

https://www.ign.com/articles/2013/07/08/a-visual-history-of-football-video-games 16/19

Tesla Exhibit 1011.016


https://www.ign.com/videos/super-mario-bros-wonder-official-gameplay-trailer-nintendo-direct-2023
https://www.ign.com/maps/diablo-4/sanctuary
https://dynamic-cdn.openweb.com/yad/adchoice.html

6/29/23, 3:04 PM A Visual History of American Football Games - IGN

Grading the Showcases for PlayStation Players
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