
To: 
From: 
Cc: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Sep 29，201605:44:19 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
ISSUE.NTF 

Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No. 
09/28/2016 HMG1 P008 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or c剖11-866-217-9197during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 

Ex. 2004, Page 1 
Patent Owner Humangear, Inc. 

Industrial Revolution, Inc. v. Humangear, Inc.:  IPR2023-01174 



UNITED STA TES P A TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO 

14/204，497 

58766 7590 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

ISSUEDATE PATENTNO 

10/18/2016 9468321 

09/28/2016 

UNITED STATES DEPARTl\但~NTOF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COl¥品1ISSIONERFOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO CONFIRMATION NO 

HMGlP008 1678 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29，2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment is 123 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will 
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application， the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CP A. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the 
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee 
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management 
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200. 

APPLICANT(s) (Please s∞PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

humangear， Inc.， San Francisco， CA 
Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY， San Francisco， CA; 
Clint N. SLONE， San Francisco， CA; 
Evelyne CHAUBERT， San Francisco， CA; 
Charlie NGHIEM， Oakland， CA; 
Robert Charles LANE， Larkspur， CA; 
Jonathan Paul DOWNING， Belmont， CA; 

The United States represents the largest， most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 
for business investment， innovation， and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA， our nation 
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 
the world to develop technology， manufacture products， and grow your business， visit.selectUSA.!Wv. 
IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 
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PART B -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form， together with appli伺 blefe則的， to:且辺lMail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

orE鑑
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)ー273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS目 Thisform should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent， advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1， by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

Note目 Acertificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
fp m Eba配叫叫cha刈刷刷d“州d“ltJ剛alp伊ap仰e町r，叩叩Cぬh出 a組na叫 n凹凹nm即n

58766 7590 

Beyer Law Group LLP 

P. O. Box 51887 

06114/2016 

Palo Alto， CA  94303-1887 

APPLICATION NO FILINGDATE 

14/204，497 03/ll/2014 

TITLE OF INVENTION目EATINGUTENSIL SYSTEM 

ave Jts own c印er凶tif白lC印at臼eoぱfma剖1山lingo凹rt紅ransml目ss司aon1 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
1 hereby certify出atthis Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
S~a.tes Po.stal S~rvi_c~ ~it!I suff~~~~!.p_C>~_3:ge f<?r first .class mai~ in an ~nvelop'e 
addressed to theMail Stop ISSUE FEE address above， or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885， on the date indicated below 

(Depositor's name) 

(Si伊国ure)

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKETNO. I CONFIRMATIONNO 

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMGlP008 1678 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE I PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE I TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATEDUE 

nonprovisional SMALL $480 

EXAMlNER ARTUNIT 

PRONE， JASON D 3724 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

o Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
AddressおrmPTO/SB/l22) attached. 

o甲eeAddress" indication (or甲eeAddress" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

$0 $0 $480 09/14/2016 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

030-150000 

2. For printing on出epatent front page， list 

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR， alterriatively， 

1 Bever Law Groun LLP 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 2 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is ， 
listed， no name will be printed.ν  

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE田 Unlessan assignee is identified below， no assignee data will appear on出epatent. If an assignee is identified below， the document has been filed for 
recordation as set for出in37 CFR 3.11. Completion of出isform is NOT a substitute for filing ari assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 

humangearラInc.

(B) RESIDENCE目 (CITYand STATE OR COUNTRY) 

San FranciscoラCA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be pr凶 edon the patent)目 oIndividual瞳Co中orationor other private group ent町 oGovernment 
4a. The following fee( s) are sutヲmitted目

m IssueFee 
o Publication Fee (No small entity disωuntp巴rmitted)
国AdvanceOrder -# of Copies __  3 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

OA勾pp凶lic印an凶tc悶eぽ副削rt山tJ均f今削y戸1I叫I

OAppμlicant as悶tJ叫 sma

OAp卯plic印an凶tcha組n時昭1培g♂1ll略gtω0吋 ul防a紅rund山 our附 df，配Sはta泣tu山S 

4b. Payment ofFee(s)目 (Pleasefirst reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

l2:iI Acheckis四 closed
o Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attach吋.
司Thedirector is hereby au出orizedto charge the:民qui_redf，田(s)，any deficiency，ぽcr吋itsany 
ove叩ayment，to Deposit Account Number 弓04-4RL__(enclose an ex佐acopy of出isform) 

立Q工己~Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/l5A and 15B)， issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment 

NOTE目 If出eapplication was previously under micro entity status， checking出isbox will be taken 
E古Eτnotificafionof loss of entitlement to micro entity status 
立Q工己~Checking出isbox will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status， as applicable 

NOTE目Thisform must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature __  /Tina Chenl Date Sentember 13. 2016 

Typed or printed name Tina Chen Registration No. 44 606 

Page 2 of3 

PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/3112013 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 14204497 

Filing Date: 11-Mar-2014 

Title of Invention: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Romero 

Attorney Docket Number: HMG1 P008 

Filed as Small Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 3S USC 111 (a) 

Description FeeCode Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Utility Appllssue Fee 2501 480 480 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 4 
 
 



Description FeeCode Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Printed Copy of Patent -No Color 8001 3 3 9 

Total in USD ($) 489 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 5 
 
 



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 26906073 

Application Number: 14204497 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 1678 

Title of Invention: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 

Customer Number: 58766 

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Romero 

Filer Authorized By: Tina Chen 

Attorney Docket Number: HMG1 P008 

Receipt Date: 13-SEP-2016 

Filing Date: 11-MAR-2014 

TimeStamp: 14:46:54 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type Deposit Account 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $489 

RAM confirmation Number 1278 

Deposit Account 504481 

Authorized User CHEN， TINA 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing， search， and examination fees) 

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees) Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 6 
 
 



File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages 

Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

1104357 

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) HMG1 P008_IF _Pmt.pdf no 
414f1 Saac32a 13b2S 1 e4eeOd8cad4dS39fb 

27320 

Warnings: 

Information: 

31961 

2 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
da6dd174cd2Sa88fbbfe2de6be 79dcOf4ce 

a62f 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 1136318 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents， 
characterized by the applicant， and including page counts， where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card， as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.c. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 

1.53(b)ー(d)and MPEP 506)， a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.c. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 

U.S.c. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.c. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt， in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810)， a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 05) will be issued in due course， subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security， and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 7 
 
 



UNITED STA 1ES P A 1ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPART百1ENTOF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOW ANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

58766 7590 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 

06114/2016 

Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

APPLICATION NO FILINGDATE 

14/204，497 03111/2014 

TITLE OF INVENTION目 EATINGUTENSIL SYSTEM 

EXAMlNER 

PRONE， JASON D 

ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER 

3724 

DATEMAILED目 06/14/2016

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKETNO. I CONFIRMATIONNO 

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMGlP008 1678 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE I PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE I TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATEDUE 

nonprovisiona1 SMALL $480 $0 $0 $480 09/14/2016 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN IHREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 工HIS
aTATlTTORY PERIOD ~ANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE)， THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPL Y THE PREVIOUSL Y PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 

HOW TO REPL Y TO THIS NOTICE: 

1. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY ST ATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO， verify whether entit1ement to that 
entity status still applies. 

If the ENTITY ST ATUS is the same as shown above， pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

Ifthe ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above， on PART B -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL， complete section number 5 tit1ed 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice， small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees， and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity 
f∞s. 

11. PART B -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL， or its equivalent， must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICA TION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account， section "4b" 
of Part B -Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed， a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be c1early made， and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

111. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12， 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Page 1 of3 

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 
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PART B -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form， together with appli伺 blefe則的，to:且辺lMail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

orE鑑
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)ー273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS目 Thisform should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent， advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1， by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

Note目 Acertificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
fp m Eba配叫叫cha刈刷刷d“州d“ltJ剛alp伊ap仰e町r，叩叩Cぬh出 a組na叫 n凹凹nm即n

58766 7590 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 

06114/2016 

Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

APPLICATION NO FILINGDATE 

14/204，497 03/ll/2014 

TITLE OF INVENTION目EATINGUTENSIL SYSTEM 

ave Jts own c印er凶tif白lC印at臼eoぱfma剖1山lingo凹rt紅ransml目ss司aon1 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
1 hereby certify出atthis Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
S~a.tes Po.stal S~rvi_c~ ~it!I suff~~~~!.p_C>~_3:ge f<?r first .class mai~ in an ~nvelop'e 
addressed to theMail Stop ISSUE FEE address above， or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885， on the date indicated below 

(Depositor's name) 

(Si伊国ure)

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKETNO. I CONFIRMATIONNO 

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMGlP008 1678 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE I PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE I TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATEDUE 

nonprovisional SMALL $480 

EXAMlNER ARTUNIT 

PRONE， JASON D 3724 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

o Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
AddressおrmPTO/SB/l22) attached. 

o甲eeAddress" indication (or甲eeAddress" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

$0 $0 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

030-150000 

2. For printing on出epatent front page， list 

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR， alterriatively， 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 2 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is ， 
listed， no name will be printed.ν  

$480 09/14/2016 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE田 Unlessan assignee is identified below， no assignee data will appear on出epatent. If an assignee is identified below， the document has been filed for 
recordation as set for出in37 CFR 3.11. Completion of出isform is NOT a substitute for filing ari assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE目 (CITYand STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate出 S伊 eecategory or categories (will not be printed on the patent)目 oIndividual 0 Corporation or other private group ent町 oGovernment 
4a. The following fee( s) are sutヲmitted目

o Issue Fee 
o Publication Fee (No small entity disωuntp巴rmitted)
o Advance Order -# of Copies 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

OA勾pp凶lic印an凶tc悶eぽ副削rt山tJ均f今削y戸1I叫I

OAppμlicant as悶tJ叫 sma

OAp卯plic印an凶tcha組n時昭1培g♂1ll略gtω0吋 ul防a紅rund山 our附 df，配Sはta泣tu山S 

4b. Payment ofFee(s)目 (Pleasefirst reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

o Acheckis四 closed
o Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attach吋.
o The director is hereby au出orizedto charge the民 quiredf，目的， any deficiency，ぽcr吋itsany 
ove叩ayment，to Deposit Account Number (enclose an ex佐acopy of出isform) 

立Q工己~Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/l5A and 15B)， issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment 

NOTE目 If出eapplication was previously under micro entity status， checking出isbox will be taken 
E古Eτnotificafionof loss of entitlement to micro entity status 
立Q工己~Checking出isbox will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status， as applicable 

NOTE目Thisform must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature Date 

Typed or printed n組 le Registration No. 

Page 2 of3 
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UNITED STA 1ES P A 1ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO FILINGDATE 

14/204，497 

58766 7590 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 

03111/2014 

06114/2016 

Pa10 Alto， CA 94303-1887 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 

UNITED STATES DEPART百1ENTOF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEYDOCKETNO. I CONFIRMATIONNO 

HMGlP008 1678 

EXAMlNER 

PRONE， JASON D 

ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER 

3724 

DATEMAILED目 06/14/2016

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(Applications filed on or after May 29， 2000) 

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance. 

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.c. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the 
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See 
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment， 78 Fed. Reg. 19416， 19417 (Apr. 1，2013). Therefore， the Office is no longer 
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to 
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant 
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent， and will include the patent term adjustment on the 
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term 
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705. 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571 )-272-4200. 

Page 3 of3 
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL・85Part B 

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and 
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency 
request to collect information from the public， OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration 
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the 
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number's legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 
1320.5(b). 

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain 
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is 
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete， 
including gathering， preparing， and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary 
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form 
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden， should be sent to the Chief Information Officer， U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office， U.S. Department of Commerce， P.O. Box 1450， Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 
1450， Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to 
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requ廿esthat you be given certain information in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly， pursuant to the 
requ廿ementsof the Act， please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal pu中osefor which 
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission 
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information， the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission， which may result in termination of 
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records 
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required 
by the Freedom of Information Act. 
2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， in the course of presenting evidence 
to a court， magistrate， or administrative tribunal， including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of 
settlement negotiations. 
3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual， to whom the record pertains， when the individual has requested assistance 
from the Member with respect to the Sl刈ectmatter of the record. 
4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to a contractor of the Agency having 
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to 
comply with the requirements of the Pr甘acyAct of 1974， as amended， pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 
5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of 
records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization， pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to another federal agency for pu中oses
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 
218(c)). 
7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the Administrator， General 
Services， or his/her designee， during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's 
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs， under authority 
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations 
governing inspection of records for this purpose， and any other relevant (i.e.， GSA or Commerce) directive. 
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 
8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the public after either publication 
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further， a 
record may be disclosed， subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14， as a routine use， to the public if the 
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated 
and which application is referenced by either a published application， an application open to public 
inspection or an issued patent. 
9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine 耐久 toa Federal， State， or local law 
enforcement agency， if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 11 
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--The MAILlNG DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
AII claims being allowable， PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed)， a Notice of 刈lowance(PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will bemailedinduecourse.THl5 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILlTY 15 NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHT5. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308 

1.口Thiscommunication is responsive to的eamendment a斤erfinal received 5-27-16. 
口Adeclaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on_ー

2.口Anelection was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on _一一;the restriction 
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3図Theallowed claim(s) is/are 1-6.8.10-13 and 36-45. As a result of the allowed claim(s)， you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent 
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information， 

please see htto:i/WWW.usQto.govI.Qatentsiinit events胤 )h!indexjsoor send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@usQto.gov 

4.口Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. S 119(a)ー(d)or (f). 
Certified copies: 

a)口AII b)口Some *c)口Noneof the 
1.口Certifiedcopies of the priority documents have been received 
2.口Certifiedcopies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _一一
3.口Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received:一一一一・

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE“MAILlNG DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application 
THI5 THREE-MONTH PERIOD 15 NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5.口CORRECTEDDRAWINGS ( as“replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
口 includingchanges requi削 bythe attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date _一一一・

Identi1ying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84{c)) should be written on the drawings in the 1ront (not the back) 01 
each sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121{d). 

6口DEPOSITOF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1.口Noticeof References Cited (PTO-892) 
2.口InformationDisclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08)， 
Paper No./Mail Date _一一一

3.口Examiner'sComment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 

4.口InterviewSummary (PTO-413)， 
Paper No./Mail Date _一一一

/Jason Daniel Prone/ 

Primary Examiner， A吋Unit3724 

5.図 Examiner'sAmendment!Comment 

6.口Examiner'sStatement of Reasons for Allowance 

7.図 OtherPT02盟

U.S. Patent and Trademark Off氾e

PTOし37(Rev. 08.13) Notice 01 Allowability Part 01 Paper No./Mail Dale 20160601 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 12 
 
 



Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

EXAMINER'5 AMENDMENT 

Page 2 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant， an amendment may be filed as provided 

by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment， it MUST be 

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 

with Tina Chen on 6-1-16. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

• In claim 1 line 3， the phrase“in a recess in a bottom" has been replaced 

with --in a recess having end walls in a bottom--. 

• In claim 1 lines 8-11， the phrase“configuration， wherein the spoon is 

configured to interlock with the fork by sliding an entire width of the 

handle of the spoon between the rails of the fork until the raised edge 

engages a groove between one of the pair of detents and an end wall of 

the handle of the fork." has been replaced with --configuration， and 

wherein the interlocking between the spoon and the fork is defined by 

sliding an entire width of the handle of the spoon between the rails of the 

fork until the raised edge is received in respective grooves defined 

between respective ones of the detents and the end walls of the recess.一.

• In claim 5 line 3， the phrase“rail of the pair of rails" has been replaced 

with --respective one of the rails--. 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 13 
 
 



Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 3 

• In claim 36 line 3， the phrase“in a recess in a bottom" has been replaced 

with --in a recess having end walls in a bottom--. 

• In claim 36 line 7， the phrase“for engaging a groove between one of the 

pair of detents of the fork and an end wall of' has been replaced with 

--being received in grooves defined between respective ones of the 

detents and the end walls of--. 

• Claim 37 has been replaced with --The combination fork and spoon 

system of claim 36， wherein the raised edge is configured to respectively 

slide over each of the detents to be received in respective ones of the 

grooves.ーー.

• In claim 39 line 2， the phrase“wherein the fork at least one tine on an 

outer edge that has" has been replaced with --wherein an outer one of the 

tines has--. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jason Daniel Prone whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful， the examiner's 

supervisor， Stephen Choi can be reached on (571) 272-4504. The fax phone number 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 14 
 
 



Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 4 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system， see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system， contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tol卜free).If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system， call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

01 June 2016 

/Jason Daniel Prone/ 

Primary Examiner， Art Unit 3724 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 15 
 
 



14204497四 GAU:3724 Receipt date: 05i27/2016 

OK TO ENTER: IJ.P.i 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMGIP008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 

Filed: March 11，2014 

Title: EA TING UTENSIL SYSTE恥f

Examiner: PRONE， JASON 

Group: 3724 

Confirmation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION 
Ih巴町bycertify that this correspondence is being transrnitted electronically 
through EFS-WEB to the Comrnissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria， 
VA 22313-14ラoonMay27ラ2016

Signeu: /Dawn Wolu/ 
DawnWold 

AMENDMENT B; REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER AFCP 2.0 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
A1exandria， V A 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In rcsponsc to thc final Officc Action mailcd March 28，2016， plcasc amcnd thc abovc-

identified application as set forth herein. Applicants respectfully request consideration under 

AFCP 2.0. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims但'ereflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 4 

of this paper. 

Amendments to the Drawings bcgin on pagc 9 of this papcr. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 10 of this paper. 

HMGIP008 1 
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 16 
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AFCP 2.0 
Decision 

Application No. 

14/204，497 

Examiner 

Jason Oaniel Prone 

Applicant(s) 

MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Art Unit 

3724 

This is in response to the After Final Consideration Pilot request filed 27 May 2016. 

1. Improper Request -The AFCP 2.0 request is improper for the following reason(s) and the after final amendment submitted with 

the request will be treated under pre-pilot procedure. 

2. Proper Request 

口AnAFCP 2.0 request form PTO/SB/434 (or equivalent document) was not submitted. 
口Anon-broadening amend即 ntto at least one independent claim was not submitted. 
口Aproper AFCP 2.0 1叫 U回 twas Sl伽nittedin response to the most recent final rejection. 
口Other:

A. After final amendment submitted with the request will not be treated under AFCP 2.0. 
The after final amendment cannot be reviewed and a search conducted within the guidelines of the pilot program. 

口百leafter final amendment will be treated under pre-pilot proc吋ure.

B. Updated search and/or completed additional consideration. 
The examiner performed an updated search and/or completed additional consideration of the after final amendment 
within the time authorized for the pilot progr剖ll.The result(s) of白eupdated search and/or completed additional 

consideration are: 

u.s. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOし2323(Rev. 10.14) 

図1.All ofthe吋ectionsin the most recent final Office action are ov口ωmeand a Notice of Allowance is 
issued herewith. 

口2.The after final amend即 ntwould not ov口ωmeall of the同jectionsin the most recent final Office action. 
See attached interview summary for further details. 

口3.The after final amendment was reviewed， and it raises a new issue(s). See attached interview summary for 
further details. 

口4.The after final amend即 ntraises new issues， but would overcome all of the同jectionsin the most recent 
final Office action. A decision on determining allowability could not be made within the guidelines of the 
pilot. See attached interview summary for further details， including any newly discovered prior art. 

口5.0ther:

Examiner Note: Please attach an interview summary when necessary as described above. 

AFCP 2.0 Oecision Part 01 Paper No. 20160601 
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Issue Classification 14204497 MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

JASON D PRONE 3724 

CPC 

Symbol Type Version 

A47G 21 06 F 2013-01-01 

A47G 21 023 2013-01-01 

A47G 21 04 2013-01-01 

NONE 
Total Claims Allowed: 

21 
(Assislanl Examiner) (Oale) 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Issue Classification 14204497 MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

JASON D PRONE 3724 

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED 

30 A 4 7 G 21/口6(2口06.0)

CROSS REFERENCE(S) 

CLASS I SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK) 

NONE 
Total Claims Allowed: 

21 
(Assislanl Examiner) (Oale) 

/JASON OANIEL PRONE/ 
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(Primary Examiner) (Oale) 1A and 6A 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Issue Classification 14204497 MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

JASON D PRONE 3724 

口 Claims renumbered in the same order as presented byapplicant 口 CPA 口 T.D. 口 R.1.47 

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original 
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9 25 17 41 
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5 13 29 21 45 

14 30 
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16 32 

NONE 

Total Claims Allowed: 

21 
(Assislanl Examiner) (Oale) 

/JASON OANIEL PRONE/ 

Primary Examiner.A同Uni13724 6-1-16 O.G. Prinl Claim(s) O.G. Prinl Figure 

(Primary Examiner) (Oale) 1A and 6A 
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UNI1ED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BIB DATA SHEET 

SERIAL NUMBER FI LlN~ . ~r_ 371 (c) CLASS 
DATE 

14/204，497 03/11/2014 030 

RULE 

APPLlCANTS 
humangear， Inc.， San Francisco， CA 

INVENTORS 
Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY， San Francisco， CA; 
Clint N. SLONE， San Francisco， CA; 
Evelyne CHAUBERT， San Francisco， CA; 
Charlie NGHIEM， Oakland， CA; 
Robert Charles LANE， Larkspur， CA; 
Jonathan Paul DOWNING， Belmont， CA; 

** CONTINUING DATA ************************* 

** FOREIGN APPLlCATIONS ************************* 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Add回 ss:COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

CONFIRMATION NO.1678 

GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET 
NO. 

3724 HMG1 P008 

** IF REQUIRED， FOREIGN FILlNG LlCENSE GRANTED ** ** SMALL ENTITY ** 
03/28/2014 

Foreign Priority claimed ーYes凪No STATE OR SHEETS TOTAL INDEPENDENT 
35 USC t t 9(a.d) conditions met 0 Yes同No ーMetafterAllowance COUNTRY DRAWINGS CLAIMS CLAIMS 
Verified and /JASON DANIEL 

CA 24 35 4 PRONE/ 

Acknowledged Examiner's Signature τ悶iS

ADDRESS 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

TITLE 

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

司AIIFees 

FEES: Authority has been given in Paper 
司 1.16Fees (Filing) 

FILlNG FEE 司 1.17Fees (Processing Ext. of time) 
RECEIVED No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

1610 No. for following 司 1.18Fees (Issue) 

司Other

司Credit

日18(Rev. 05/口η
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Jun 14，201605:19:31 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
NOA 
A.NE.AFCP.D 

Mailroom Date 
06/14/2016 
06/14/2016 
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 To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 

https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please em創Ithe日ectronicBusiness Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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UNITED STA TES P A TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTl\但~NTOF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trad目narkOffice 
Address: COl¥品1ISSIONERFOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

APPLICATIONNO FILINGDATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO 

14/204，497 03/1112014 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMGlP008 1678 
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EXAMINER 

PRONE， JASON D 

ARTUNIT PAPERNUMBER 

3724 

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE 

06/08/2016 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below andlor attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply， if any， is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Application No. 

Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary 
14/204，497 

Examiner 

Jason Oaniel Prone 

AII participants (applicant， ap凶icant'srepresentative， PTO personnel): 

(1) ~'ason Oaniel Prone 

(2) .並立♀担旦.

Date of Interview: 01 June 2016 

Type 図 Telephonic 口 VideoConference 

(3)一一一

(4)一一一

口Personal[copy given to口applicant 口applicant'srepresentative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted 口Yes 図 No
If Yes， brief description:_一一一-

Issues Discussed 口101 口112 口102 口103 図Others
(For each of the checked box( es) above， please describe below the issue and detailed description of出ediscussion) 

Claim(s) discussed: 1 and 36. 

Identification of prior art discussed: N/A 

Substance of Interview 

Applicant(s) 

MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Art Unit 

3724 

(For each issue discussed， provide a detailed description組 dindicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include目 identificationor clarification of a 
reference or a portion出ereof，claim interpretation， proposed amendments， arguments of any applied references etc...) 

D'iscussed Dossible amendments to the claims for the Amendment After-Final Pilot Proaram.行1eUSPTo was aranted 
oermission to utilize email as aわrmof communication for this case. See attachment. 

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary lor applicant to provide a separate record 01 the substance 01 interview 

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance 01 any interview 01 record. A complete and proper recordation 01 the 
substance 01 an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 lor complete and proper recordation including the identilication 01 the 
general thrust 01 each argument or issue discussed， a general indication 01 any other pe同inentmatters discussed regarding patentability and the 
general results or outcome 01 the interview， to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised 

図 Attachment

IJason Oaniel Pronel 
Primary Examiner， A同Unit3724 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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June 1， 2016 

Dear Examiner Prone， 

Thank you for the phone call regarding proposed amendments in Application No. 14/204，497. I am 

granting permission for email communication in this case. 

Best regards， 

/Tina Chen/ 

Tina Chen 

Reg. No. 44，606 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Jun 08， 2016 05:33:49 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
INTV.SUM.EX 
OA.APPENDIX 

Mailroom Date 
06/08/2016 
06/08/2016 
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To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please em創Ithe日ectronicBusiness Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP 

Document Description: After Final Consideration Pilot Program Request 

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE 

AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0 

PTO/SB/434 (05-13) 

Practitio円erDocket No.: Applicatio円No.:

I~i~ぷ 11 ， 2014HMG1 P008 14/204，497 
First Named I円ve円tor: Title: 

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKYI EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

APPLlCANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT 

PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116 

1. The above-identified application is (i) an original utility， plant， or design nonprovisional application filed under 
35 U目5目C.111(a) [a continuing application (e.g.， a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U目5目C.111(a) and is 

eligible under (i)]， or (ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.c. 371(c) 
2. The above-identified application contains an outstanding final r句ection

3. Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstanding final rejection. The response includes an 

amendment to at least one independent claim， and the amendment does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in 

anyaspect目

4. This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and request filed in 

response to the outstanding final rejection 

5. Applicant is willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response 

6. This certification and request is being filed electronically using the Office's electronic filing system (EFS-Web) 

7. Any fees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR 

1.116， e.g.， extension of time fees， are being concurrently filed herewith目 [Thereis no additional fee required to request 
consideration under AFCP 2.0.] 

8. By filing this certification and request， applicant acknowledges the following: 

• Reissue applications and reexamination proceedings are not eligible to participate in AFCP 2.0 

• The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2目osubmission is compliant， i.e.， that the requirements of the program have been met 
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions 

Sig円ature

。 Theexaminer will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determine if additional search and/or consideration 
(i) is necessitated by the amendment and (ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP 2.0. If 

additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time， the examiner 
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 

37 CFR 1.116， e.g.， by mailing an advisory action 
。 Ifthe examiner determines that the amendment does not necessitate additional search and/or consideration， or if 
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within 

the allotted time， then the examiner will consider whether the amendment places the application in condition for 
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration， if required)目 Ifthe examiner determines 
that the amendment does not place the application in condition for allowance， then the examiner will contact the 
applicant and request an interview目

• The interview will be conducted by the examiner， and if the examiner does not have negotiation 
authority， a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examiner will also participate 
・ Ifthe applicant declines the interview， or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten (10) calendar 
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant， then the examiner will proceed 

consistent with current practice concerning responses after final r句ectionunder 37 CFR 1.116 

Date 

/Tina Chen/ May 27，2016 
Na円le Practitio円er

(Pri円tfTyped)
Tina Chen 

Registratio円No.
ー 44，606

Note: This form must be signed inロccordロncewith 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signロturerequirementsロndcertific日tions.Submit multiple 

forms if more th口none sign口tureis required， see below*. 

円*Totれ f 伽 nsare subn 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93・579)requires that you be given ce吋aininformation in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly， pursuant to the 
requirements of the Act， please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the cωlection of this information is 
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which 
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission 
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information， the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission， which may result in termination 
of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be su同ectto the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of 
records may be disclosed to the Depaはmentof Justice to determine whether disclosure of these 
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 
2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， in the course of presenting 
evidence to a couは， magistrate， or administrative tribunal， including disclosures to opposing counsel in 
the course of settlement negotiations. 
3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to a Member of Congress 
submitting a request involving an individual， to whom the record pertains， when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the su同ectmatter of the record. 
4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to a contractor of the Agency 
having need for the information in order to peげorma contract. Recipients of information shall be 
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974， as amended， pursuant to 5 U.S.C 
552a(m). 
5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this 
system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the International Bureau of the World 
Int剖lectualProperty Organization， pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to another federal agency for 
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act 
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 
7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the Administrator， General 
Services， or his/her designee， during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as pa吋 ofthat 
agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs， 
under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the 
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose， and any other relevant (i.e.， GSA or 
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 
8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to the public after either 
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. 151. Fu吋her，a record may be disclosed， su同ectto the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14， as a routine 
use， to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the 
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application， an 
application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 
9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed， as a routine use， to a Federal， State， or local 
law enforcement agency， if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or 
regulation. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 Examiner: PRONE， JASON 

Piled:抗 31Th11. 2014 Group: 3724 

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirτnation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB T~ANSMISSION 

1 hereby certify that this co間 spondenceis being transmitt巴delectronicaIly 
through EFS-¥VEB 10 the Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria 
VA 22313-1450 on May 27， 2016. 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner・forPatents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， V A 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Signed: lDawn Woldl 
D乱wnWold

AMENDMENT B TRANSMITTAL 

Transrnitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 

The fee has been ca1culated as shown below. 

Claims Highest 
Present Small Entity 

After Previouslv 
Amendment Paid For 

Extra Rate Fee 

Total Claims 21 MINUS 35 。。 x 40 = $0.00 

Independent 
02 加'IINUS 04 。。 x 210= $0.00 

Claims 

Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previous1y Paid 

Total $0.00 

Large Entity 
Rate Fee 

x 80 = $0.00 

x 420 = $0.00 

$0.00 

図 Applicant(s)believe that no (additiona1) Extension of Time is required; however， if it is deterrnined 
that such an extension is required， Applicant(的herebypetition that such an extension be granted 
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR 
1.136 to Deposit Account討0.50-4481.

図 Please charge the required fees， or any additional fees詑明白dto facilitate臼ingthe 

enclosed response， to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008). 

P. O. Box 51887 

Palo Alto今 CA94303-1887 

まespectfullysubmitted， 
BEYERLA羽TGROじPLLP

/Tina Chen/ 

TinaChen 

Reg. No. 44，606 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 32 
 
 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 

Filed:抗 31Th11. 2014 

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Examiner: PRONE， JASON 

Group: 3724 

Confirmation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB T~ANSMISSION 

1 hereby certify that this co間 spondenceis being transmitt巴delectronicaIly 
through EFS-¥VEB 10 the Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria 
VA 22313-1450 on May 27， 2016. 

Signed: lDawn Woldl 
D乱wnWold

A事室主NDMENTB; REQU主STFOR CONSIDERATION UND主RAFCP2.0

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action mailed March 28ラ2016宅 pleaseamend the above-

identified application as set forth herein. Applicants respectfully request consideration under 

AFCP2.0. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 4 

of this paper. 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 9 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 10 of this paper. 

HMG1P008 1 
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 33 

 
 



Amendments to the SDecification: 

Please replace paragraph [0059] with the following amended p訂 agraph:

[0059] The raised edge 116 at proximal end of the spoon 110 is then slid laterally along the 

recess 150 toward the proximal end of the fork 140 while guiding the outer edges of the spoon 

h出ldle114 between the rails 148 until the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped face of the 

detent 152 closer to the proximal end of the fork 140. A greater force is then applied in the same 

direction to push the raised edge 116 over the gradually sloped face of the detent 152 and over 

the top of the detent 152 to engage the groove !三!between the detent 152 and the proximal end 

wall 162 of the recess 150. As the raised edge 116 is pushed over the gradually sloped face of 

the detent 152， the handle-ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 are bent away from each other. 

This bending allows the crescent of the raised edge 116 to ride up and over the detent 152. The 

distance between the ends of the rails 148 and the detent 152 effectively creates beams in the 

spoon and fork ends that are made to bend through the pressing or pulling action. It will be 

appreciated that the snapping force can be tuned by such things as changing the length of the 

rails and/or the size of the detent. That is， longer rails results in shorter beams making it more 

difficult to deflect and snap. Conversely今 shorterrails result in longer beams making it easier to 

deflect and snap. 

Please replace p訂 agraph[0060] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0060] With the .raised ed!!e 116三eteHt1~2 snapped in the groove主主主betweenthe detent 152 

and the proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked. 

The end wall 162 acts as a hard stop and prevents出espoon 110 from moving beyond the locked 

position and the detent 152 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in the opposite direction to 

HMGIP008 2 
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disengage the fork 140. The rails 148 prevent the fork 140 and spoon 110 from being separated 

in the z-direction. 

Please replace paragraph [0062] with the following amended p訂 agraph:

[0062] As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G， there訂'etwo detents 152， 153 !!nd there is a 2:roove 151 

between detent 152 and end wall162 and there is also a 2:roove 157 between detent 153 and 

end wall16J.. Each detent has an angled face on both sides. The sides facing together or inward 

are more gradually sloped今 andthe sides facing away from each other are steeply sloped. The 

inward-facing detent angles are more gradually sloped to pe立niteasier nesting of the fork and 

spoon (as explained above) or extension to form the elongated combination utensil (as explained 

in more detail below). The outward-facing detent anglesぽ esteeper making it more difficult to 

“un-snap" or disengage the spoon and fork from each configuration. 

HMGIP008 3 
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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions今andlistings， of claims in the application: 

Listim! of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork including a plurality of tines at one end， the fork including a handle and 8ae 8F 

狙併eauair 0f detents in a民 cessin a bottom surface of the handle and a pair of rails， each路品

。fthe rail~ along a portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of the handle; and 
a spoon including a bowl portion and a handle having a raised edge on its proximal end， 

the spoon configured to interlock with the fork either in a nested position or in a single 

combination utensil configuration in which the bowl portion of the spoon and tines of the fork 

訂 eon opposite ends of the single combination utensil configuration， wherein the spoon is 

configured to interlock with the fork by sliding an entire width of the handle of the spoon 

between the rails of the fork until the raised edge engages a三eteat8a 2:roove between one of 

the uair of detents and an end wall 0f the handle of由efjωk 

2(Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， 

1vheFeIa the WF主主asa DluFalitv 8f tIaes.羽rhereinat least one 0fthe tines岳畳eon an outer edge 

of the fork has a chamfered outer edge. 

3. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， 

wherein the chamfered outer edge tapers at an end.Qf the chamfered outer ed2:e ne訂 thehandle 

ofthe fork. 

4. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， 

wherein the handle of the spoon has [[a]] chamfered outer etlge ~d2:es alon2: sides of the handle. 

HMG1P008 4 
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5. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 4， 

w herein each of よ註~ chamfered outer edge 呈昼孟呈~of the handle of the spoon is slidable under a 

railof the nair of rails. 

6. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in cl泊m 1， 

wherein the bowl portion has a substantially日atside edge. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， 

wherein the raised edge is configu陀 dto slide within the reces~ a1ong.!! len2:th 0f the recess. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 8， wherein the 

raised edge is crescent -shaped and the recess is curved corresponding to a curvature of the raised 

edge. 

11. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 6ラ

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon is positioned at an angle relative to the handle of the 

spoon. 

12. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， wherein the 

tines do not extend beyond an outer edge of the spoon when the fork and spoon訂 ein the nested 

posltlOn. 

HMG1P008 5 
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13. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the fork 

and spoon are formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic materia1. 

14.-35 (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork having tines and a handle with a pair of rails along a portion of [[its]] side edges of 

the handle‘the handle further comDrisim! a Dair of a盈aooe8F Hl8Fe detents in a recess ina 

bottom surface of the handle; and 

a spoon having呈bow1 portion and a handle‘an entire widまhof the handle slidable 

between the rails and a raised edge at a proximal end of a top surface of the handle of the spoon 

for engaging a ae鵠酪groovebetween one of the Dair of detents of the fork and an end wall of 

the reces~ to interlock the spoon and the fork either in a nested position or in a single 

combination utensil configuration in which the bowl portion of the spoon and tines of the fork 

are on opposite ends of the single combination utensil configuration. 

37. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system of claim 36， wherein生e

n.......1"¥0. __町、~_~ ..:I~4-~~4-~ ~~~、nEZRAnnnnZ百~f' ..:I~4-~~.ト~ .WT: 4-J..:~ ~ _品fIO.r>.C"OC'I ........ ...王、~4-4-~町、~.._~~~ ~f' 4-J..~ 
_..._.._.....‘，. .&.._.&・~星』日・""'...............1....]・ L‘'...._I ...，..._.&_I.J.....日目 ~~.屋 建"邑日・"，-"_.，_，，，j，.J.，司..日._.._..._...... ..&・~~‘~~~且・. ~ ~‘，~日I._'_'_ I.J__..IL.J邑~~・M 司且，.&_ .......‘d 

lHaヨle8f the foFIi.. eaeh三etetH0ne of the Dair of detents i~ spaced apart from ft盈主主堅!end 

wall of the recess to form a f!王stgroove ~nd another of the Dair of detents is sDaced aDart 

f'rom a second end wall of the recess to form a second 2:rOOV~， wherein the raised edge can be 

slid over a detent to engage the groove to interlock the spoon組 dfork. 

38. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the raised edge is substantially crescent-shaped. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36今

wherein the fork has at least one-9坦侵害tine0n an outer ede:e that haSft併匝ga chamfered outer 

edge. 

40. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36ラ

wherein the handle of the spoon has at least one chamfered side edge. 

41. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon has a substantially flat side edge. 

42. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon has a substantially flat end edge. 

43. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon and the tine of the fork are oriented in呈生esame旦pw呈王豆

direction sueh-4丘二tthe e6ffihiHニtI6Hとごと二三三 SD66Hsvsteffi is s三hStftHti二llvU shニoe三帯he盈

vieweヨfF6ffiits si三e-inthe [[a]] single combination utensil configuration ~uch 由atthe bowl of 

the SDoon and the tines of the fork are all ane:led uDward when the cornbination fork and 

sDoon svstern is viewed frorn a side. 

44. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the tines of the fork do not extend beyond a distal end of the spoon when the spoon and 

fork are interlocked in the nested position. 
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45. (Previously Presented) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， 

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon has a substantially pentagonal shape. 
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Amendments to the Drawin2:s: 

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figs. 4E， 4F今and4G. These sheets rep1ace 

origina1 sheets including Figs. 4E， 4F， and 4G.まeferencenumera1s 151 and 157 are added. 

Attachments: Rep1acement Sheets 
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REMARKS 

Suecification and Drawin2:s 

Reference numerals 151 and 157 for the grooves have been added to Figs. 4E-4G and the 

specification. Paragraph [0060] is also amended to correct a typographical e首位. N 0 new matter 

is added by these amendments. 

Clairn Obiections 

To ove詑 omethe claim objections今出eclaims are amended in accordance with出c

Examiner' s suggestions. 

Reiections Under 35 U.S.C.長112

Claims 8 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 112(a) 01' 112 (p記 -AIA)，fi1'st paragraph， 

ぉ failingto comply with the written description requirement. To overcome the rejection unde1' 

S112ラ claim8 is amended to recite that the raised edge is configured to slide .!yithin the recess 

along .!! len2:th 0! the recess. Claim 43 is amended to recite that the bowl portion of the spoon 
and the tine of the fork are oriented in a s出neupward direction in the single combination utensil 

configuration such that the bowl of the spoon and the tines of the fork a詑 allangled upward 

when the combination fork and spoon system is viewed主.oma side. 

Claims 1-6今 8今 10-13ラand36-35訂erejected under 35 U.S.C. S112(b) or 112 (pre-AIA)， 

second paragraph， as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which the inventor or a joint inven給l'regards as the invention. To overcome the 

詑jections，the claims are amended to clarify the invention. 

Reiections Under 35 U.S.C.委長102and 103 

Claims 36， 37ラ and40訂 erejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by 

Walters (2012/0036724). Claims 38， 41，42ラ and45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. S103 as being 

unpatentable over Walte1's. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. S103 as being unpa記ntable

over Walters in view of Mil1er (2003/0110644). Cl泊m43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 103 as 

being unpatentable over Walters in view of Brabeck et al. (D362，160). Claim 10 is under 35 

U.S.C. S103 as being unpatentable ove1' Walters. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. S103 as 

being unpatentable over Walters in view of Mil1er， and further in view of Prindle (4，317，284). 

Independent Claim 36 is amended to recite that an entire width of the handle of the spoon 

is slidable between the rails and a raised edge at a proximal end of a top surface of the handle of 

the spoon for engaging a groove between one of the pair of detents of the fork and an end wall of 

the recess to interlock the spoon and the fo1'k either in a nested position or in a single 

combination utensil configuration in which the bowl portion of the spoon and tines of the fork 
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訂 eon opposite ends of the sing1e combination utensi1 configuration. This amendment is fully 

supported by the specification and claims， as originally fi1ed. 

None of Walters and the other cited references discloses or suggests a spoon configured 

to inter10ck with the fork by sliding an entire width of the hand1e of the spoon between the rai1s 

of the fork unti1 the raised edge engages a groove between a detent and an end wall of the fork. 

Wa1ters does not disclose or suggest sliding an entire width of the spoon hand1e between rai1s of 

the fork to inter10ck the spoon and fork. None of the cited references discloses or suggests 

detents within a recess in a bottom surface of the hand1e of a fork， much 1ess a raised edge on the 

hand1e of the spoon configured to engage a groove between a detent剖ldan end wal1 of the 

hand1e of the fork to inter10ck the spoon and fork. FurtheI百lore，Walters does not disclose or 

suggest a sing1e combination utensi1 configuration in which the bow1 portion of the spoon and 

tines of the fork are on opposite ends of the sing1e combination utensi1 configuration 

Thus， for at 1east the reasons discussed aboveラ amendedindependent C1aim 36 is 

patentab1e over the cited references. Dependent C1aims 37-45， which depend from and include 

al1 of the 1imitations of amended claim 36， a詑 a1sopatentab1e over the cited references. 

Furthermore， each of the dependent claims recites further distinguishing features of advantage 

訂lduti1ity. 

Conclusion 

Shou1d the Examiner believe that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution 

of this app1ication， the undersigned can be reached at the te1ephone number set out be1ow. 

P. O. Box 51887 
Pa10 A1to， CA 94303-1887 
650-842-l300 

HMG1P008 

BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 

/Tina Chen/ 
Tina Chen 
Reg. No. 44，606 
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PRONE， JASON D 
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Please find below andlor attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply， if any， is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Office Action Summary 
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--The MAILlNG DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILlNG DATE OF 
THIS COMMUNICATION. 
Extensions 01 time may be available under the provis旧ns01 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event， however， may a reply be timely liled 
after SIX (6) MONTHS lrom the mailing date 01 this communication 
1I NO per旧dlor reply is specilied above， the maximum statutory per旧dwill apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS lrom the mailing date 01 this communicat旧n
Failure to reply within the set or extended per旧dlor reply will， by statute， cause the applicat旧nto become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. e 133) 
Any reply received by the Ollice later than three months after the mailing date 01 this communication， even il timely liled， may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) 

Status 

1 )図 Responsiveto communication(s) filed on上盆-16.

口Adeclaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __  ー
2a)図 Thisaction is FINAL. 2b)口Thisaction is non-final 
3)口 Anelection was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on 
一一一一;the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4)口 Sincethis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters， prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle， 1935 C.D. 11， 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims* 

5)図 Claim(s)1-6.8.10-13 and 36-4Q is/are pending in the application. 
5a) Of the above claim(s)一一一一is/arewithdrawn from consideration. 

6)口 Claim(s)一一一 is/areallowed 
7)図 Claim(s)1-6.8.10-13 and 36-4Q is/are rejected 
8)口 Claim(s)一一一 is/areobjected to 
9)口 Claim(s)一一aresubject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
* If any claims have been determined呈也盟主回皇， you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a 

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information， please see 

http:i Iv>NyW. usptO.qov!patents/i nit events/∞hiindex.isQ or send an inquiry to 1や Hfeedback(a)uspto.qOV

Application Papers 

10)口Thespecification is objected to by the Examiner 
11 )図 Thedrawing(s) filed on 之江-14is/are: a)口acceptedor b)図objectedto by the Examiner. 
Ap阿icantmay not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. ~ 119 

12)口Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(a)ー(d)or (f) 
Certified copies: 

a)口AII b)口Some**c)口Noneof the 
1口 Certifiedcopies of the priority documents have been received 
2口 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _一一
3口 Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

“ See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

Attachment{s) 

1)口Not問 01Relerences Cited (PTO-892) 

2)口InlormationDisclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date_一一

U.S. Patent and Trademark Ollice 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Pre・AIAor AIA Status 

Page 2 

1. The present application， filed on or after March 16， 2013， is being examined 

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 

every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore， the groove of claim 37 

must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 1t is noted the aroove mav 

be shown however司 thearoove is not labeled with a reference label that is also in the 

detailed description. If an item is important enouah to claim司 theitem is important 

enouah to be labeled in the Fiaures. No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in 

reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 

replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 

prior version of the sheet， even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 

number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as“amended." If a drawing figure 

is to be canceled， the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet， 

and where necessary， the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 

changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 

consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 

of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 

application must be labeled in the top margin as either“Replacement Sheet" or“New 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 52 
 
 



Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 3 

Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner， 

the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 

Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. The claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• The use of the term “each" alone to reference back to a previously 

disclosed limitation is not proper. For example， on line 3 of claim 1， the 

phrase“each rail" should be replaced with “each of the rails". AII of the 

claims need to be reviewed and each occurrence of this issue amended in 

the way suggested. 

• Use of the term “its" is also improper in that it is not known what limitation 

the "its" is referencing. AII occurrences of the term "its" need to be 

replaced with the actual name of the structure. 

• In claim 36 line 4， the phrase "having bowl portion" should be replaced 

with "having a bowl portion". 

• In claim 43， the phrase“the a single combination utensil configuration" 

should be replaced with “the single combination utensil configuration". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections・35USC~ 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112(a): 

(a) IN GENERAL.-The specification shall contain a written description of the 
invention， and of the manner and process of making and using it， in such full， clear， concise， 
and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains， or with which it 
is most nearly connected， to make and use the same， and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor or joint inventor of carrying out the invention. 
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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention， and of the 
manner and process of making and using it， in such full， clear， concise， and exact terms as to 
enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains， or with which it is most nearly 
connected， to make and use the same， and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the 
inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 8 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(a) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA)， 

first paragraph， as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 

claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a 

way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor or a joint 

inventor， or for pre-AIA the inventor(s)， at the time the application was filed， had 

possession of the claimed invention. 

With regards to claim 8， the phrase "slide along the recess" is unclear. What 

structure allows for the raised edge to slide along the recess? A person can lie along a 

wall and not even touch the wall and there is no support that the raised edge can 

operate in a position where it is not within the recess. The raised edge slides within the 

recess and not along the recess. 

With regards to claim 43 and Figure 60， it is unclear how this is considered a 

substantially U-shape. This shape is not remotely a U-shape. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b): 

(b) CONCLUSION.-The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor 
regards as the invention. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA)， second paragraph: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Art Unit: 3724 

7. Claims 1-6， 8， 10-13， and 36-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 

Page 5 

35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA)， second paragraph， as being indefinite for failing to particularly 

point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor， or 

for pre-AIA the applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are replete with functionallimitations without first disclosing all 

necessary structure allowing for the function to exist. 

With regards to claims 1 and 36， the interlocking function is unclear in light of 

claim 37. Without the end walls in combination with the detents to define grooves， how 

can the handles ever be interlocked? The end wall and the detent together interlock the 

raised edge into position. Without the end wall， the detent is not capable of interlocking 

the raised edge on its own as supported by the specification. 

With regards to claim 1 lines 11-12， the phrase“until the raised edge engages呈

detent on the handle of the fork" is unclear. First it is unclear if this detent represents 

the same or different structure as the previously disclosed “one or more detents". As 

written， the“a detent" is in addition to the previously disclosed one or more detents 

which is not supported. Now assuming this detent is the same as the previously 

disclosed one or more detents， there is a situation where there is only one detent 

claimed. In this situation， the phrase in question is not true because the raised edge 

would only hit a detent in either the nested position or in the combination utensil 

configuration because and not both because there is only one detent. In order for this 

phrase to be true， there must be two detents claimed. Claim 36 has both of these 

Issues. 
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With regards to claim 2， the phrase“at least one tine" is not clear. It is unclear if 

this at least one tine represents the same or different structure as the previously 

disclosed“plurality of tines" of claim 1. As written， the“at least one tine" is in addition to 

the previously disclosed tines which is not supported. The phrase needs to be replaced 

with “at least one of the tines" to overcome. Claim 39 has the same issue. 

With regards to claim 3， the phrase "at an end" is unclear. End of what? 

With regards to claim 5， the phrases“each chamfered outer edge" and “a rail" is 

unclear. The previous disclosure of the chamfered outer edge only discloses a single 

outer edge structure and not multiple edges. Therefore it is unclear what is meant by 

“each" edge when only one has been disclosed. It is unclear if this rail represents the 

same or different structure as the previously disclosed“pair of rails" of claim 1. As 

written， the“a rail" is in addition to the previously disclosed rails which is not supported. 

With regards to claim 8， the phrase "slide along the recess" is not true. What 

structure allows for the raised edge to slide along the recess? A person can lie along a 

wall and not even touch the wall. The raised edge slides within the recess and not 

along the recess. 

In claim 36， the bottom surface of the fork and the raised edge of the spoon is 

unclear in light of claim 37. Claim 37 discloses that the bottom surface is not the recess 

but instead has the recess. If the recess is in addition to the bottom surface it is unclear 

what structure allows for the bottom surface of the fork and the raised edge of the spoon 

capable of functioning as disclosed in claim 36. The recess is necessary in order for the 
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raised surface to be received and to allow for the interlocking. Without the recess the 

spoon and fork can never connect. 

With regards to claim 37 line 2， it is unclear if this bottom surface represents the 

same or different structure as the previously disclosed bottom surface of claim 36. As 

written， the “a bottom surface" is in addition to the previously disclosed bottom surface 

which is not supported. 

With regards to claim 37 line 4， it is unclear if this“a detent" represents the same 

or different structure as the previously disclosed“one or more detents" of claim 36. As 

written， the“a detent" is in addition to the previously disclosed one or more detents 

which is not supported. 

Claim 43 recites the limitation "the same direction" on line 2. There is insufficient 

antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

With regards to claim 43， it is unclear what structure allows for the side view of 

the system to be considered remotely in a U-shape. 

Claim Rejections・35USC~ 102 

In the event the determination of the status of the application as su同ectto AIA 35 

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect， any 

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of 

rejection if the prior art relied upon， and the rationale supporting the rejection， would be 

the same under either status. 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented， described in a printed publication， or in public use， 
on sale or otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed 
Inventlon. 

9. Claims 36， 37， and 40 are rejected， as best understood， under 35 U.S.C. 

1 02(a)(1) as being anticipated by Walters (2012/0036724). See Figure below for 

Page 8 

Examiner added reference labels. With regards to claim 36， Walters discloses the 

same invention including a fork spoon system (paragraph [0066] and Fig. 2E)， a fork 

(paragraph [0066]) having tines (inherent feature that makes a fork a fork) including a 

handle with a pair of rails (r) along a portion of side edges (oe) and detents in a bottom 

surface of the handle (d)， a spoon (paragraph [0066]) having a bowl portion (inherent 

feature that makes a spoon a spoon) and a handle slidable between the rails (21) and a 

raised edge at a proximal end of a top surface of the handle for engaging a detent (21) 

capable of interlocking the fork and spoon in a nested or in a single combination utensil 

configuration to form a single combination utensil where the bowl portion and tines are 

on opposite ends (Fig. 2E). 

With regards to claims 37 and 40， Walters discloses the detents are a pair of 

detents within a recess in a bottom surface of the fork handle (d)， each of the detents 

spaced from an end wall of the recess to form a groove (space in-between the detents 

d)， the raised edge is capable of being slid over a detent to engage the groove to 

interlock the fork and spoon (Fig. 2E)， and the handle of the spoon has a chamfered 

outer edge (20) 
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Claim Rejections・35USC~ 103 

Page 9 

In the event the determination of the status of the application as su同ectto AIA 35 

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect， any 

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of 

rejection if the prior art relied upon， and the rationale supporting the rejection， would be 

the same under either status. 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained， notwithstanding that the claimed 
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102 of this title， if the differences 
between the claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole 
would have been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negated by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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11. Claims 38， 41，42， and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being 

Page 10 

unpatentable over Walters. Walters discloses the invention including the option of 

multiple shapes but fails to disclose the raised edge is substantially crescent-shaped 

and the bowl portion has substantially pentagonal shape with substantially flat side and 

end edges. 

It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the raised edge 

or bowl portion of whatever form or shape was desired or expedient including the raised 

edge having any reasonable shape including a shape that can be considered crescent 

shape (and still meet the reaming limitations) and the bowl portion having any 

reasonable shape including substantially pentagonal. A change in form or shape is 

generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art， absent any 

showing of unexpected results. In re Oailey et al.， 149 USPQ 47. Therefore， it would 

have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the device of Walters to obtain 

the invention as specified in claims 38， 41， 42， and 45. The claim would have been 

obvious because a person of ordinary skill has good reason to pursue the known 

options within technical grasp. If this leads to the anticipated success， it is likely the 

product is not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense. 

12. Claims 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Walters 

(2012/0036724) in view of Miller (2003/0110644). Walters discloses the invention but 

fails to disclose at least one tine having a chamfered outer edge. 

Miller teaches it is old and well known in the art of forks to incorporate at least 

one tine with a chamfered outer edge (Fig. 6， 36). Therefore， it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art， at the time of the invention， to have provided 

Walters with the chamfered edge tine， as taught by Miller， because the substitution of 

one known element for another would have yielded predictable results and all claimed 

elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the 

elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their respective function and 

the combination would have yielded predictable results. 

13. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Walters 

(2012/0036724) in view of Brabeck et al. (0362，160). Walters discloses the invention 

but fails to disclose the substantial u-shape when viewed from a side view. 

Brabeck et al. teach it is old and well known in the art of interlockable spoon/fork 

systems to incorporate a substantial u-shape when viewed from a side view (Figs. 6 and 

9). Therefore， it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art， at the time 

of the invention， to have provided Walters with bolw portion and tine shapes that allow 

for a substantial u-shape， as taught by Brabeck et al.， because the substitution of one 

known element for another would have yielded predictable results and all claimed 

elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the 

elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their respective function and 

the combination would have yielded predictable results. 

14. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Walters 

(2012/0036724) in view of Miller (2003/0110644) as applied to claim 2 above， and 

further in view of Prindle (4，317，284). Walters in view of Miller is perfectly capable of 
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achieving a nested position but fail to disclose the tines do not extend beyond an outer 

edge of the spoon when nested. 

Prindle teach it is old and well known in the art of nesting spoon/forks to 

incorporate tines do not extend beyond an outer edge of the spoon when nested (Fig. 

2). Therefore， it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art， at the time 

of the invention， to have provided Walters in view of Miller with the tines within the outer 

boarder of the spoon， as taught by Prindle， because the substitution of one known 

element for another would have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements 

were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements 

as claimed by known methods with no change in their respective function and the 

combination would have yielded predictable results. 

15. It is to be noted that claims 1-6， 8， and 10-13 have not been rejected over prior 

art. It may or may not be readable over the prior art but allowability cannot be 

determined at this time in view of the issues under 35 USC & 112. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6， 8， and 10-13 have been 

considered but are moot because the arguments do not apply to any of the references 

being used in the current rejection. The newly added claims do not incorporate 

structure that prevents the Walters art rejections 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this Office action. Accordingly， THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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& 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period， then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed， and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event， however， will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jason Daniel Prone whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-4513. The examiner can norm剖Iybe reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful， the examiner's 

supervisor， Edward F. Landrum can be reached on (571) 272-5567. The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system， see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system， contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tol卜free).If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system， call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

23 March 201 6 

/Jason Daniel Prone/ 

Primary Examiner， Art Unit 3724 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG 1P008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 

Piled: March 11， 2014 

Title: EA TING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， V A 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Examiner: PRONE， JASON 

Group: 3724 

Confirmation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICA TE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION 

1 hereby certify出at出iscorrespondほnceis being transmitted electronically 
出roughEFS品1EBto出eCommissioner for Pa町民 P.O.Box 1450 Alexandria， 

VA 22313-1450 on January 22， 2日16

Signed: /Cara Romero/ 

CaraRomero 

AMENDMENTA 

In response to the non-final Office Action dated October 28，2015， please amend the 

above-identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2 

of this paper. 

Remarksl Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions， and listings， of claims in the application: 

Listine: of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork including !! Dluralitv of tines at one end. the fork includine: a handle and one or 

more detents ina肥cessin a bottom surface 0f the handl~ and a pair of rails， each rail along a 

portion of an ou臼redge of the bottom surface of [[a]]血εhandle;and 

a spoon !ncludine: a bowl Dortion and a handle havine: a raised ede:e on its Droximal 

end. the SDOOn configured to interlock with the fork either in a nested position or in ~且孟le

combination utensil二HeHd t9 eHd configuration !n which the bowl Dortion of the sDoon and 

tines of the fork are on ODDosite ends of the sine:le combination utensil confie:uration帥

f9f'ヱニ siH~le e9IHhiHニti9HこteHSi1，the Sfl99H iHela去三ζ 二EニヱヨIe.wherein the sDoon is 

confie:ured to interlock with the fork bv slidine: an entire width of the handle of the sDoon 

that is eaDahle f)f heiHI! slid between the rails 0f the fork until the raised ed!!e en!!a!!es a 

detent on the handle of the fork. 

2(Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as 肥 citedin claim 1， 

w七el'eiHthe fol'k h二S二DIaF二Iitv9f tiHes. wher右inat least one tine on an outβr edge of the fork 

has a chamfered outer edge. 

3. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， wherein the 

chamfered outer edge tapers at an end near the handle of the fork. 

4. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the 

handle of the spoon has a chamfered outer edge. 

HMG1P008 2 
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5. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 4， 

wherein [[ the]]盟主主chamferedouter edge of the handle of the spoon is slidable under !!..旦盟曲e

賄祖母.

6. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as 肥 citedin claim 1， 

wherein the s13998 fHFUleF e9IHaFisesニbowlportion h嗣租g主坐asubstantially flat side edge. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim [[7]] 1， 

wherein the raised edge is configured to slide迅♀旦孟哨曲面therecess. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 8， wherein the 

raised edge is crescent-shaped and the recess is curved corresponding to a curvature of the raised 

edge. 

11. (Currently Amended) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 6， 

wherein the bowl portion of the spoon is .12ositioned at an an!!le relative to the handle of the 

盟QQ旦ロ2Iea己aWRFd.

12. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， wherein the 

tines do not extend beyond an outer edge of the spoon when the fork and spoon are in the nested 

posltlOn. 
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13. (Original) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the fork 

and spoon are formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material. 

14.-35 (Canceled) 

36. (New) A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork having tines and a handle with a pair of rails along a portion of its side edges and 

one or more detents in a bottom surface of the handle; and 

a spoon having bowl portion and a handle slidable between the rails and a raised edge at a 

proximal end of a top surface of the handle of the spoon for engaging a detent of the fork to 

interlock the spoon and the fork either in a nested position or in a single combination utensil 

configuration in which the bowl portion of the spoon and tines of the fork are on opposite ends of 

the single combination utensil configuration. 

37. (New) The combination fork and spoon system of claim 36， wherein the one or more 

detents comprises a pair of detents within a recess in a bottom surface of the handle of the fork， 

each detent spaced apart from an end wall of the recess to form a groove， wherein the raised edge 

can be slid over a detent to engage the groove to interlock the spoon and fork. 

38. (New)百lecombination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the raised 

edge is substantially crescent-shaped. 

39. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the fork 

has at least one outer tine having a chamfered outer edge. 
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40. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the 

handle of the spoon has at least one chamfered side edge. 

41. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the bowl 

portion of the spoon has a substantially flat side edge. 

42. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the bowl 

portion of the spoon has a substantially flat end edge. 

43. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the bowl 

portion of the spoon and the tine of the fork are oriented in the same direction such that the 

combination fork and spoon system is substantially U-shaped when viewed from its side in the a 

single combination utensil configuration. 

44. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the tines 

of the fork do not extend beyond a distal end of the spoon when the spoon and fork are 

interlocked in the nested position. 

45. (New) The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 36， wherein the bowl 

portion of the spoon has a substantially pentagonal shape. 
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REMARKS 

旦盟辺監E
Independent Claim 1 is amended to clarify that the combination fork and spoon system 

can be either in a nested position or in a single combination utensil configuration in which the 

bowl portion of the spoon and tines of the fork are on opposite ends of仕lesingle combination 

utensil configuration. The nested position is shown in， for example， FIGS.1A-3. The single 

combination utensil configuration is shown in， for example， FIGS. 6A-6D. 

Reiections Under 35 U.S.C. H12 

Claims 1-13 are r吋ectedunder 35 u.s.c. 9112 (pre-AIA)， second paragraph， as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the 

inventor or joint inventor， or for pre-AIA the applicant， regards as the invention. To overcome 

出er吋ectionunder 9112， independent Claim 1 is amended to clarify出at出espoon in configured 

to interlock with the fork by sliding an entire width of the handle of出espoon between the rails 

of the fork until the raised edge engages a detent on the handle of the fork. 

Claim 5 is amended to clarify that each chamfered outer edge of the handle of出espoon 

is slidable under a rail. Claim 8 is amended to recite that the raised edge is configured to slide 

along the recess. Claim 11 is amended to recite that the bowl portion of the spoon is positioned 

at an angle relative to the handle of the spoon. This relative angle can be seen clearly in FIG. 

6D， for example. The amendments discussed above are all fully supported by the specification 

and claims， as originally filed， and no new matter has been added by the amendments. 

Reiections Under 35 U.S.C. ~H02 and 103 

Claims 1，4，5， 7-9， and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.c. 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by 
Walters (2012/0036724). Claims 1， 7， and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.c. 102(a)(1) as being 
anticipated by Walters Fig. 2C. Claims 2 and 3 are r吋ectedunder 35 U.S.C. 9103 as being 

unpatentable over Walters in view of Miller (2003/0110644). Claims 6 and 11 are under 35 

U.S.C. 9103 as being unpatentable over Walters in view of Brabeck et al. (D362，160). Claim 10 

is under 35 u.s.c. 9103 as being unpatentable over Wal臼rs. Claim 12 is r司ectedunder 35 
U.S.C. 9103 as being unpatentable over Walters in view of Miller， and further in view of Prindle 

( 4，317，284). 

Independent Claim 1 is amended to recite one or more detents in a recess in a bottom 

surface of the handle of the fork and a spoon including a bowl portion and a handle having a 

raised edge on its proximal end， wherein the spoon is configured to interlock with the fork by 

HMG1P008 6 Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 74 
 
 



sliding an entire width of the handle of the spoon between the rails of the fork until the raised 

edge engages a detent on the handle of the fork. This amendment is fully supported by the 

specification and claims， as originally filed， at， for example， FIG. 4E， paragraph [0048]， and 

original Claims 7 and 9. Claims 7， 9， and 14-35 are canceled. 

Walters teaches that“utensils 10 may be coupled to one another， forming a stack or 

module of coupled utensils 10." However， none of Walters and the other cited references 

discloses or suggests a spoon configured to interlock with the fork by sliding an entire width of 

the handle of the spoon between the rails of the fork until the raised edge engages a detent on the 

handle of the fork. Walters does not disclose or suggest sliding an entire width of the spoon 

handle between rail of the fork to interlock the spoon and fork. None of the cited references 

discloses or suggests one or more detents within a recess in a bottom surface of the handle of a 

fork， much less a raised edge on the handle of the spoon configured to engage a detent on the 

handle of the fork to interlock the spoon and fork. Furthermore， Walters does not disclose or 

suggest a single combination utensil configuration in which the bowl portion of the spoon and 

tines of the fork are on opposite ends of the single combination utensil configuration 

Thus， for at least the reasons discussed above， amended independent Claim 1 is 

patentable over the cited references. Dependent Claims 2-6， 8， and 10-13， which depend from 

and include all of the limitations of amended claim 1， are also patentable over the cited 

references. Furthermore， each of the dependent claims recites further distinguishing features of 

advantage and utility. 

New Claims 

New Claims 36-45 are added. 百lenew claims are fully supported by the specification 

and claims， as originally filed. No new matter is added by the new claims. 

Conclusion 

Should the Examiner believe that a telephone conference would expedite血eprosecution 

of this application， the undersigned can be reached at the telephone number set out below. 

P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
650-842-1300 

HMG1P008 

BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 

fTina ChenJ 
Tina Chen 
Reg. No. 44，606 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Signed: /Cara Romero/ 

CaraRomero 

AMENDMENT A TRANSMITTAL 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 
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Claims 

Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previously Paid 

Total $0.00 

Large Entity 
Rate Fee 

x 80 = $0.00 

x 420 = $0.00 

$0.00 

図 Applicant(s)believe that no (additional) Extension of Time is required; however， if it is determined 
血atsuch an extension is required， Applicant(s) hereby petition血atsuch an extension be granted 
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR 
1.136 to Deposit Account No. 50-4481. 

図 Pleasecharge the肥 quir吋 fees，or any additional fees問 quiredto facilitate filing the 

enclosed response， to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG 1P008). 

P. O. Box 51887 

Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

Respectfully submitted， 
BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 

/Tina Chen/ 

Tina Chen 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Pre・AIAor AIA Status 

Page 2 

1. The present application， filed on or after March 16， 2013， is being examined 

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Upon further review， Applicant's arguments with regards to Figures 1-60 all 

being the same embodiment is persuasive. The Examiner improperly listed Figures 1-

50 as Species A and Figures 6A-60 as Species B when all these Figures should have 

been listed as one species. The election of Species A will include Figures 1-60. 

3. Claims 14-35 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1.142(b)， as being drawn to a nonelected invention/species， there being no allowable 

generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement 

in the reply filed on 10-8-15. Claims 23-31 have been withdrawn because the claimed 

subject matter does not pertain to the elected species. The elected species clearly 

incorporates a two-part system of a spoon and a fork with interlocking structures. Claim 

23 discloses a 3-part system， a spoon， a fork， and an interlocking mechanism (which 

does not appear to be shown in the Figures and would be objected to under 37 

CFR 1.83(a)). 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 

every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore， the end to end 
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configuration of claim 1 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 

new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in 

reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 

replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 

prior version of the sheet， even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 

number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as“amended." If a drawing figure 

is to be canceled， the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet， 

and where necessary， the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 

changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 

consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 

of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 

application must be labeled in the top margin as either“Replacement Sheet" or“New 

Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner， 

the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 

Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections・35USC~ 112 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b): 

(b) CONCLUSION.-The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor 
regards as the invention. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA)， second paragraph: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA)， 

second paragraph， as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 

claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor， or for pre-AIA the 

applicant regards as the invention. 

With regards to claim 1， the phrase“a spoon configured to interlock with the fork" 

is unclear. It is unclear what structure allows for the spoon to interlock with the fork， 

The claim previously disclose the fork has a recess and rails but neither of these 

structures are acknowledged by the phrase in question. The claim goes on to disclose 

the spoon has a handle but there is no mention that the handle plays into the 

interlocking either. Since the fork has been disclosed as having a recess and rails and 

it is these structures that allow for the interlocking， they must be mentioned in the 

phrase in question. For example，“a spoon configured to interlock with the fork via the 

recess and the rails". 

With regards to claim 1， the phrase“an end to end configuration" is not clear and 

appears to be untrue. The position shown in Figure 6C in no way discloses an end to 

end configuration. Cited references 0608，602 and 0575，593 show an end to end 

configuration. 

With regards to claims 1 and 5， the phrase "a handle capable of being slid 

between the rails" and "edge of the handle of the handle of the spoon is slidable under 

the rails" are unclear. It is this interaction between the rails and the spoon handle that 

defines the interlocking but as written， the rails/spoon handle interaction is unrelated to 
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the interlock limitation of claim 1. Claim 8 has the same issue with regards to the 

interlocking limitation of claim 1. 

Page 5 

With regards to claim 11， it is unclear how the spoon can be considered angled 

upward in an orientation shown in Figure 6C. It is recommended that the term “upward" 

be replaced with a term that is correct regardless of orientation. 

Claim Rejections・35USC~ 102 

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect， any 

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of 

rejection if the prior art relied upon， and the rationale supporting the rejection， would be 

the same under either status. 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented， described in a printed publication， or in public use， 
on sale or otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed 
Inventlon. 

8. Claims 1，4， 5， 7-9， and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a)(1) as being 

anticipated by Walters (2012/0036724). See Figure below for Examiner added 

reference labels. With regards to claim 1， Walters discloses the same invention 

including a fork spoon combination (paragraph [0066] and Fig. 2E)， a fork (paragraph 

[0066]) including a recess in a bottom surface (30) and a pair of rails (r)， each rail along 

a portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of a handle (oe)， a spoon (paragraph 

[0066]) capable of interlocking (title) with the fork in a nested or end to end configuration 
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to form a single combination utensil (Fig. 2E)， and the spoon having a handle that is 

cable of being slid between the rails (21). 

With regards to claims 4，5，7-9， and 13， Walters discloses the handle of the 

spoon has a chamfered outer edge (20)， the chamfered outer edge is slidable under the 

rails (Fig. 2E)， the spoon has a raised edge on a proximal end (21 has a single edge 

that defines the 4 points)， the raised edge is configured to slide within the recess (Fig. 

2E)， the recess has one or more detents configured to engage the raise edge (d)， and 

the fork and spoon are formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic (paragraph [0038]). 

9. Claims 1， 7， and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a)(1) as being anticipated by 

Walters (2012/0036724) Fig. 2C (hereafter known as W2C). With regards to claim 1， 

W2C discloses the same invention including a fork spoon combination (paragraph 

[0066] and Fig. 2C)， a fork (paragraph [0066]) including a recess in a bottom surface 
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(30) and a pair of rails (Fig. 2C's equivalent to r in Figure 2E above)， each rail along a 

portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of a handle (Fig. 2C's equivalent to oe in 

Figure 2E above)， a spoon (paragraph [0066]) capable of interlocking (title) with the fork 

in a nested or end to end configuration to form a single combination utensil (Fig. 2C)， 

and the spoon having a handle that is cable of being slid between the rails (21). 

With regards to claims 7 and 8， W2C discloses the spoon has a raised 

edge on a proximal end (21 has a circular outer edge) and the raised edge is 

configured to slide within the recess (Fig. 2C) 

Claim Rejections・35USC~ 103 

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect， any 

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of 

rejection if the prior art relied upon， and the rationale supporting the rejection， would be 

the same under either status. 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained， notwithstanding that the claimed 
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102 of this title， if the differences 
between the claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole 
would have been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person 
having ordinary skill in the a仕towhich the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negated by the manner in which the invention was made 

11. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 

Walters (2012/0036724) in view of Miller (2003/0110644). With regards to claims 2， 

Walters discloses the invention including the fork has a plurality of tines (inherent 

feature that makes a fork a fork). 
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However， with regards to claims 2 and 3， Walters fails to disclose at least one 

tine on an outer edge has a chamfered outer edge that tapered at an end near the 

handle. 

Miller teaches it is old and well known in the art of forks to incorporate at least 

one tine on an outer edge has a chamfered outer edge that tapered at an end near the 

handle (Fig. 6， 36). Therefore， it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

art， at the time of the invention， to have provided Walters with the chamfered edge tine， 

as taught by Miller， because the substitution of one known element for another would 

have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements were known in the prior art 

and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known 

methods with no change in their respective function and the combination would have 

yielded predictable results. 

12. Claims 6 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 

Walters (2012/0036724) in view of Brabeck et al. (0362，160). Walters discloses the 

invention including the spoon has a bowl portion (inherent feature that makes a spoon a 

spoon) 

However， with regards to claims 6 and 11， Walters fails to disclose the bowl 

portion has a substantially flat side edge and is angled upwards. 

Brabeck et al. teach it is old and well known in the art of interlockable spoons to 

incorporate a bowl portion with a substantially flat side edge (Fig. 1) and is angled 

upwards (Fig. 12). Therefore， it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

art， at the time of the invention， to have provided Walters with the bowl portion， as 
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taught by Brabeck et al.， because the substitution of one known element for another 

would have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements were known in the prior 

art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known 

methods with no change in their respective function and the combination would have 

yielded predictable results. 

13. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over W2C. 

W2C discloses the invention including the raised edge has a curved shape (Fig. 2C， 20) 

and the recess is curved corresponding to a curvature of the raised edge (Fig. 2C， 30). 

However， W2C fails to disclose the curved shape is a crescent-shaped. 

W2C clearly teaches it is old and well known to alter these shapes. It would have 

been an obvious matter of design choice to make the different portions of the raised 

edge and recess to incorporate any reasonable shape including a crescent shape of 

whatever form or shape was desired or expedient. A change in form or shape is 

generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art， absent any 

showing of unexpected results. In re Oailey et al.， 149 USPQ 47. Therefore， it would 

have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the device of W2C to obtain the 

invention as specified in claim 10. The claim would have been obvious because a 

person of ordinary skill has good reason to pursue the known options within technical 

grasp. If this leads to the anticipated success， it is likely the product is not of innovation 

but of ordinary skill and common sense. 

14. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Walters 

(2012/0036724) in view of Miller (2003/0110644) as applied to claim 2 above， and 
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further in view of Prindle (4，317，284). Walters in view of Miller is perfectly capable of 

achieving a nested position but fail to disclose the tines do not extend beyond an outer 

edge of the spoon when nested. 

Prindle teach it is old and well known in the art of nesting spoon汗orksto 

incorporate tines do not extend beyond an outer edge of the spoon when nested (Fig. 

2). Therefore， it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art， at the time 

of the invention， to have provided Walters in view of Miller with the tines within the outer 

boarder of the spoon， as taught by Prindle， because the substitution of one known 

element for another would have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements 

were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements 

as claimed by known methods with no change in their respective function and the 

combination would have yielded predictable results. 

15. To the degree it can be argued that Walters does not anticipate claim 13， claim 

13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Walters (2012/0036724). 

Walters discloses the invention including making the forks and spoons from different 

plastic combinations (paragraph [0038]). 

However， Walters fails to disclose a glass reinforced thermoplastic. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to have made the spoons/forks out of any reasonable material 

including glass reinforced thermoplastic， since it has been held to be within the general 

skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 

intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin， 125 USPQ 416. 
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Therefore， it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the device 

of Walters to obtain the invention as specified in claim 13. The claim would have been 

obvious because a person of ordinary skill has good reason to pursue the known 

options within technical grasp. If this leads to the anticipated success， it is likely the 

product is not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jason Daniel Prone whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-4513. The examiner can norm剖Iybe reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful， the examiner's 

supervisor， Edward F. Landrum can be reached on (571) 272-5567. The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system， see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system， contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tol卜free).If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system， call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner， Art Unit 3724 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attomey Docket No.: HMG1P008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 

Filed: March 11， 2014 

Title: EA TING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Examiner: PRONE， JASON 

Group: 3724 

Confirmation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICA1E OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted e1ectronically 
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria， 
VA 22313-1450 on October 8， 2015 

Signed目 /CaraRomero/ 

CaraRomero 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION厄LECTIONOF SPECIES 
REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction and Election of Species Requirement dated September 11， 

2015， Applicant hereby elects， with traverse， group 1， claims 1-13 and 23-31， to prosecute in the 

above-identified patent application. 

Applicant respectfully佐aversesthe Election of Species Requirement because Species A 

and Species B are not patentably distinct. Figs. 1-5D show the same invention as Figs. 6A-6D. 

Figs. 6A-6D show the same components shown in Figs. 1-5D (fork and spoon) fitted together to 

form a combination fork and spoon utensil. Applicant provisionally elects Species A. [37 CFR 

1.111， 1.143] 
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If any fees are due in connection with the fi1ing of this Response to Restriction 

Requirement， the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 

50-4481 (Order No. HMG 1P008). 

P. O. Box 51887 
Pa10 Alto， CA 94303-1887 
650-842-1300 

Respectfully submitted， 

BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 

/Tina Chen/ 
Tina Chen 
Registration No. 44，606 

2 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 105 
 
 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008 
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FOREIGN OFFICE ACTION 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

百lereference(s) identified in the attached PTO Form 1449 (copies of non-U.S. references 

are attached) may be material to the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

These reference(s) were cited in a co汀espondingPCT application. A copy of the International 

Search Report which was dated July 8， 2015 is enclosed herewith.百lesereference(s) are 

identified in compliance with the applicant' s duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR SS 1.56 and 

1.97. Accordingly， the Examiner is requested to make the identified reference(s) of official 

record in this application. 

1. German Patent No. DE 44 17 037 -a computerized English translation is included 

herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that 

additional information (material to the examination of this application) does not exist or that the 

identified reference(s) constitute prior art. 
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Statement under 37 CFR ~ 1.97(e) 

The undersigned hereby states that the reference(s) identified herewith were first cited in 

a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 

three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. (37 CFR 1.97(e)(1)) 

Authorization for Deoosit Account 

In view of the foregoing， it is respect白llysubmitted that no fee is due in co吋unctionwith 

the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However， should the Commissioner 

determine that additional fees are required for filing the present Information Disclosure 

Statement， the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any such fees to our Deposit 

Account Number 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008). 

P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
650-842-1300 

Respectfully submitted， 

BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 

/Tina Chen/ 
Tina Chen 
Registration No. 44，606 

2 
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 107 

 
 



Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMGIP008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 

Information Disclosure Applicant MIKSOVSKY et al. 

Statement By Applicant Filing Date March 11， 2014 

Group 3724 

(U se Several Sheets if N ecessary) Page 1 of 1 

U.S. Patent Documents 

Examiner No. Patent No. Date Patentee Class Sub- Filing 
Initial class Date 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application 

Examiner No. Document No. Publicati Country or Class Sub- Translation 
Initial on Date Patent Office Class Y回fNO

7. WO  2013/095407 06/27/13 PCT 

8. 0129495 12/27/84 EP 

9. DE 4417037 12/03/98 DE Yes 

10. 22，788 09/0211915 GB 

Other Documents 

Examiner 
Initial No. Author， Title， Place (e.g・Journal)of Publication， Date 

11. International Search Report dated July 8， 2015 from International Application 
No. PCT/US2015/019017. 

12. Written Opinion dated July 8， 2015 from International Application No. 
PCT/US2015/019017. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

|IEX捌刷in即e町r I戸Da“M叩Cω伽ω0佃側n削s伽 d 
Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 108 
 
 



黄色 Europ丞詰chesPatentamt 

@) _OJJJ European Pat側Office
~-，r 0符iceeuropeen des brevets 

@ Publication number: o 129 495 
A2 

@ EUROPEAN PATENT APPLlCATION 

@ App1ication number: 鰯 3織れ @ Int. CI.3: A 47 G 21/06 

@) Oate offili略 24.儲 M

@ Priority: 25悦お邸側564 @ Applicant: 0 TRAY∞RPORATION 
P.O. Box25474 
。主i畠homaC捻yO主lahoma73125(U5) 

@ Inventor: formo， Jerome L 
50MidOa註宰Lane

5t. Paul Minnesota 55113(U51 

@Iおventor:Lasher，AlbertC. 
470We宰tEndAvenue
NewVorkNewVor主君。024(US)

@ Inventor: White， Robert W. 
715 N.W. 39th 5treet 

Okl畠homaCity Oklahoma 73118(υ51 

@ Representative: Weydert， Robert威厳，
。符iceDennemeyer S.a.r.l. 21・話AII岳eScheffer P.O. 80茸
4雪
L・2010Luxembourg[LU) 

@O臨 ofpublication of appli岱尚η:
27.認.84 Bulletin 84152 

@O民e均悶制C匂o∞n椛附ntra泊r悶a蹴誠出in勾g5t樹自拘tes配: 
BE CH OE司 GBIT U NL 5E 

@Ne蜘 bleand蜘 ckable持 tof重量b住民ensils.

@Ne磁 ble.民ac泊 blecutlery is shown according to the 

teachings of the pr笛 entinvention in the form ofspoons (12). 
forks (14)， and knives (16). The cutlery (10) include宮 handle
portions (18s， 181. 18k). of generally identical construction， 
and food operational and engag邑mentportions (20. 40， 42). 
The handle portions {18s. 18f. 18k) in the preferred embodi-
ment have a U-shaped cross section allowing the outside 
su治 ceofa fi陪 tpiece (12) ofcutlery (10) to be received within 

the inside surfa詑 ofa second piece (14) of cutlery (10). The 
cutlery further includes nesting and stacking lugs (301 for 

N supporting the handle portion打倒的hesecond piece (14) of 
d 

cutlery {1 0) along its entire length on the h昌ndleportion (18録
。，fthe first piece (12) of cutlery (101. In their most preferred 
form， the lugs (30) include an inverse tapered inner surface for 
holding onto a punch of an injection mold dunng fabrication. 

In the preferred embodiment， the food operational and 
engagement portions (20， 40， 421 of the cutlery (10) have 
unique constructions allowing the food operational書nd
engagement portions to lie within a single overall outline. and 

in the most preferred form. to lie generally within the outline 
ofthe bowl portion (20) ofthespoon (12) when a spoon {121， a 
for主(14)，and a初出 (16)are stacked and nested together. 
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NESTABLE， STACKABLE CUTLERY 
SUMMARY 

The present invention relates generally七。

cu七lery，specifically to plastic cu七lery，and more 

5 particularly to nes七able， s七ackablecu七工ery.

Known prior cutlery had severe limita七ions

in regard to the formation， packaging， s七orage， dispens-

ing， and handling of七hecutlery. The present invention 

solves七heseand 0七.herlimi七a七ionsand prob1ems in 

工o cut1ery by providing， in七hepreferred embodiment， 
cutlery including a p1urality of u七ensilshaving 

handle portions and food opera七ionaland engagement 

por七ions. The handle por七ions inc1ude stacking and 

nesting七ypesurfaces allowing七.heu七ensilsto be 

15 s七ackedand nested toge七.her. The handle por七ionsin 

the preferred embodimen七 fuど七.heど inc1ude stacking and 

nes七ing1ugs for suppor七ing七hehand1e poど七ionsof the 

cu七1eryalong 七.heiren七ireleng七五 in 七.heirs七acked，

nestec宝 posi七ions.

Fur七.herπlore，七.hecu七1eryof七hepresent 2O 

inven七ionrur七herprovides， in七hepreferred embodiment， 

unique food opera七ionaland engagemen七 por七ions.

Specifica1ly，七hespoon includes an elongated， ova1-

shaped bowl portion，七hefork includes a complementary 

25 shaped七inepor七ion，and the knire includes a comple-

men七aどy shaped blade portion such七ha七 when七.hespoon， 

fork， and knife are stacked together， the food opera-

七ionaland engagernent portions lie wi七hin七heou七1ine
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1 of the bowl poど七ionof乞，hespoon七opどotec七七hefood 

opera七iona1and engagement portions of七hecut1ery and 

七o prevent the food operationa1 and engagement portions 

from poking or cu七ting乞hroughthe packaging of乞.he

5 cu七lery.

Z乞 isthus a primary obうectof the presen乞

inven七ion乞oprovide novel cutlery. 

It is fur乞.heran object of the present inven目

七ionto provide such novel cutlery which is nestable and 

lO s七ac"kable.

工t is further an object of the present inven-

tion to provide such novel nestable， stackable cutlery 

including lugs formed on七，hes七ackingand nes七ingtype 

surface for supporting the hand工eportions of the 

15 cu七leryalong their entire length in their stacked. 

nested positions. 

主乞 is fur七heran object of 七hepresent inven-

tion to provide such novel nes七able，s乞ackab工ecutlery 

which can be stacked in rela七ivelylow heigh七 S七acks.

20 I七 isf.urther an object of the presen七 inven-

乞ionto provide such novel nes七able，stackable cu七lery

which can be s七ackedin s七ackshaving high structural 

integrity anδin relatively 5七ablestacks. 

Z七 isfur七，heran objec七。fthe present inven-

25 七ionto provide such novel nes七able，s七ackab工e CU七lery

which 1ends i七self七o dispenser 5ヱ七uations.

It is further an objec乞。f七.hepresen七 inven-

tion七。 providesuch novel cu七leryincluding advan七ageous

packaging considerations. 

30 It is fur七，heran object of the present inven-

七ion七o provide such novel cu七leryhaving uniquely 
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1 constructed food operationa1 and enヲagemen七 por七ions

which remain in a sing1e overall outline when a spoon， 

a fork， and a knife are stacked together. 

工t is fu玄theran object of the present inven-

S tion to provide such novel cut1ery wherein when a 

1O 

sp∞n， a fork， and/or a knife are stacked toge七，her，
the food operationa1 and engagement por乞ionsare 

pro七ectedfrom breakage and the packaging七hereofis 

pro七ectedagainst pokエngand cut七ヱngthere七hrough.

These and further objects and advan七agesof 

七，hepresen七 inven七ionwill become clearer in liヲh乞 of

the fo11owing de七aileddescrip七ionof i11ustrative 

embodimen七sof七hisinven乞iondescribed in connection 

wi七h the drawings. 

lS DESCR工PTIONOF THE DRAWINGS 

The il1ustra七iveembodiments may best be 

described by reference七0 七heaccompanying drawings 

where: 

Figure 1 shows an exploded perspective view 

20 of cu七leryaccording乞。 theteachings of the presen七

invention. 

Figu玄e 2 shows a七opview of七.hecu七leryof 

Figure 1 in a stacked， nested rela七ion.

Figure 3 shows a cross sec七ionalview of七he

2S cut工eryof Figure 1 according to ，sec七ionline 3-3 of 

Figure 2. 

Figure 4 shows a cross sec七ionalview of七he

cu七leryof Figure 1 according七o sec乞ionline 4-4 of 

Figure 2. 

30 Fiqure S shows a side vエewof a s七ackof 

knives of the cu七leryof Figure工.

Figure 6 shows a side view of a s七ackof 
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1 for'ks of七.hecut1ery of Figure 1. 

Figure 7 shows a side view of a stack of 

spoons of七hecut1ery of Figure 1. 

Al1 figures are drawn for ease of e玄planation

5 of七.hebasic teachings of the present inven七ionon工y:

1O 

七.heex七ensionsof the figures wi七五 respect to number， 

posi七ion， rela七ionship， and dimensions of七hepar七S 乞c

form preferred embodiments will be explained or will 

be obvious from乞heexplana七iongiven. 

Where used in the various figures of the 

drawings，七hesarne numerals designa七e 乞hesame or 

simi1ar parts in the cut1ery. Fur乞herinOre，when the 
terms "first四， 植second輯， "endl書， "edge"， 輯top"• 軒bo乞七om韓，

"inside"， "outside"， and simi1ar七eどmsare used herein， 

工5 it shou1d be unδers七00δ 七ha七七五eseterms have reference 

on1y 七o the struc七ロresshown in 乞hedrawings as it 

wou1d appear to a person viewing乞hedrawings and are 

u七ilizedon1y to facili七atedescribing the inven七ion.

DESCRIPTION 

2O Nes七ab1e. stacking cut1ery is shown in its 

25 

preferred form in the drawings and general1y desi雪nated

10. Cut1ery 1O inc1udes in its most preferred form a 

se七 ofcu乞王erycomprising a spoon 12， a fork 14. and a 

knife 16. 

Spoon 12 in七.hepreferred e認hodimentinc1udes 

a hand1e portion 18s and a bow1 portion 2O. Hand1e 

18s has a 雪enera11yU-shaped cross section and inc1udes 

a fla七七oppor七ion22 and two dependin雪 1egpor七ions

24 and 26 which extend a七 an ob乞useang1e from 七五e

30 opposite edges of 1ニopportion 22. 1まandle18s fur七.her

includes at i乞s first end an end por七ion28 which 

extends at an ob七useang1e from七opportion 22 which 
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1 is equa工乞o the ob七useang1e which portions 24 and 26 

extend from por七ion22. End por七ion28 is arcuate1y 

at七achedto 1eg poど七ions24 and 26. In i七srnos七 pre-

ferred forrn，七.heob七useang1e a乞 whichpor七ions24， 

5 26， antヨ28 are a七七ached七oportion 22 is equa1 七G

108 0
• As bes七 seenin Figure 4， the inside and ou七side

corners at the in七ersec七ionof por七三。ns22， 24， and 26 

and七heinside corners of七.hefree ends of portions 24 

and 26 are rounded for mo1ding and appearance consider-

1CJ ations. The ou七sidesurface of七oppor七ion22 can 

include indicia， decora七ions， or七helike， if desired. 

Hand1e 18s fur七herエnc1udes 1ugs 3O forrned 

in the in七eriorsurface 32 of portions 24 and 26. In 

their mos七 preferredform，七hreeor four 1ugs 30 are 

15 formed on each of por七ions24 and 26; however， fewer， 
more， or con七inuous 1ugs can be provided according七0

七.he七eachingsof七.hepresen七 invention. Lug 30 in i七S

most preferred forrn is genera11y wedge shaped and 

inc1udes an inside surface 34， a second surface 36 

20 formed in七egra11ywi七h inside surface 32 of portions 

24 and 26， and a curved surface 38 ex七endingbe七ween

surface 34 and surfaces 32 and 36. In its most pre-

ferred foどm，curved surface 38 has a shape correspond-

ing and comp1emen七aryto the ou七sidecorners of七.he

25 in七ersectionof portions 22， 24， and 26. The ang1e of 

intersection between surface 34 and surface 36 which 

is concurren七 wi七h surface 32 is equa1 to approxima七e1y

one degree more七.han七.henumber of degrees oveど 9O

de雪reesof乞.heob七useang1e be七weenpor七ions24 and 

30 26 and portion 22. Thus， in the mos七 preferredform， 
七heang1e between top portion 22 and surface 34 -of 

エugs3O is general工y equal七o89 degrees and such七.ha七

surfaces 34 of工ugs30 are not paral1el七。 eachother 
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王。玄of bow1 por七ionsshape round 20 

七he

。fprior ar七 spoons
七he乞eachings

depth. 

七o 七heteachings 

of humans 七hemouth First， 主easons.

portヱonthe bow1 七handeeper 

。王七。according portion 

invention takes 

20 the bow1 

advantage of this 

according 

present 

。f23 bow1 por七ionSecond， 25 

protecting in a protec七oras ac七sinvention 七，hepresen七

in a 16 ヱ4and knife fork 。fop言:!rationa1por七iontne 

condi七ion.stacked 

and 24 por乞ionsform， 宮悶stpreferred i七s1n 

in Figures bes七 seenas 2O in bow1 por七iontermina七e26 30 

s七reng七heningpor七ion七0

from bending or 

or a brace and act as an在 73 

2O preven七ingbowl por七ion

re1ative七ohand1e 

in aid 

tine por七ion40 form， 
18s. 

its 双おstpreferred 1n 

breaking 
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1 has a leng七h and width equal 七obowl portion 2O of 

spoon 12. Tine portion 40 of fork 14 inc1udes in its 

J'1iOS七 preferredform three七ines44 and a hand1e inter-

connec七ionportion 46. Three七ines44 are used rather 

5 than七hes七andardfour tines used in prior cut1ery for 

severa1 reasons. Firs七，七inepor七ion40 can be made 

narどowerso that it has七hesame width as bow1 por乞ion

2O of spoon 12， which wid七h is 1ess than the s七andard

width of prior forks and prior spoons. Second， more 
10 rna七erialis used in fabricating tines 44 and thus they 

are of a s七rongerdesign that if four tines were used. 

Next， as best seen in Figures工I 3， and 6，乞heou七side

tines 44 can be made shorter than the middle tine 44 

of tine por乞ion40 according to七.heteachings of 

工5 the present invention. Specifica11y， a1七hough七he

operationa1 leng七h of七ineportion 44 is maximized， 
the tine portion 4O of fork 14 keeps in七heou七1ineof 

bowl portion 2O of spoon工2when fork 14 is s七ackedon 

七opof or above spoon 12 as best seen in Figures 2 and 

2O 3 according七0 七he七eachingsof the presen七 invention.

Thus， tines 44 are pro七ectedfrom breakage due to 

catching on objects as would occur if七.hetines extended 

beyond七heoutline of bowl portion 2O of spoon 12. 

Likewise， tines 44 do not poke through七，hepackaging 

25 such as cellophane， heat shどunkplas七ic，and the 
like in which cu七lery1O is packaged because bowl por-

tion 2O of spoon 12 acts as an abu七men七 andprotection 

edge in preventing tines 44 from poking through七.he

packaging. 

3O In its most preferred form， portions 24 and 

26七ermina七e in handle inteどconnec七ionportion 46 of 

七inepor七ion4O as best seen in Figures 3 and 6 to aid 

in preven七ingtine portion 4O from bending or breaking 
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1 re1a乞iveto hand1e portionヱ8f.

工n its rt抱 S乞 preferredform，七he1eng乞h of 

b1ade portion 42 1s genera11y equa1七。七.he1ength of 

bow1 port1on 20 of spoon 12 anδ 七1neport1on 40 of 

5 fork 14. The w1dth of blade por七10n42 1s less than 

七.hewid七h of bow1 por七10n20 of spoon 12 and tine 

portion 40 of fork 14. It shou1d then be noted the 

1eng七.hof b1ade por乞ion42 is considerab1y shor乞er

七.hanblade por乞ionsof prior knives. Specifica11y， 
10 prior knives had blade portions which were sufficient 

to butter a who1e s11ce of bread. However， this 
funct10n has been discovered七obe no七 requiredin 

質問S七 situations where p1astic cut1ery 1s utilized， for 
examp1e， in airline situations， but ra七herkn1ves are 

15 required for cutting meats， bu七七eringrolls， and --like 
functions. Thus， knife 16 according七o 七heteachings 
of 七五epどesen乞 invention has a b1ade por七ion42 of a 

unique， much shorter desi雪n 七.ha七 isab1e to perform 
functions required in plas七iccut1ery si七ua七ions.

20 Further旋回re，since cu七tinghas been dis-
covered to be the primary function of knife 16， on1y a 
sing1e serated eδge 50 is provided on b1ade por乞10n42 

with the 0七heredge 1ncluding a reinforcing rib 52. 

Rib 52 a110ws 冨治rema七eria1七。 beused in 七heformation 

25 of blade portion 42 thus increasin宮 i乞sstreng七h・工n

its most preferred form， rib 52 is formed con乞19uous

and 1n七egralwith portion 24 of handle por乞10n18k. -

A fur七herpartial rib 54 1s further provided as a 

主主主diusbetween portion 26 of hand1e 工8kand sera七ed

30 edge 50 of b1ade por乞ion42. Thus， knife工6according 

七o 七.he をニeaehingsof the present invent10n has a grea七

re1a七ivestrength to aid in preven七ingblade por七10n

42 from bending or breaking rela七iveto hand1e por七ion

18k. 
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1 ~dditiona工 ly ， the unique design of b1ade 

portion 42 obtains packaging considera七ionadvantages. 

Specifically， knife 16 has a to七al 工eng七h equa工七0

七ha七 ofspoon 12 and fork 14 ra七her七han10nger as in 

5 the prior art. Second， b工adepor七ion42 keeps in乞，he

out1ine of bow1 por七ion2O of spoon工2and七inepor七ion

4O of fork 14 when knife 16 is stacked on top of or 

above sp∞n 12 and/or fork 14 as bes七 seenin Figures 
2 and 3 according to七heteachings of七hepresent 

lO invention. Thus， sera七ededge 5O of b1ade portion 42 

does not cu七 through七hepackaging of cu七1ery1O 

such as ceエ10phane，heat shrunk p1as七ic，and the 1ike 

because bow1 por七ion2O of spoon 12 acts as a stacking 

protec七orand as an abu七men七 andpro七ec七ionedge in 

15 preventing edge 5O from cu七七ing七.hrough七hepackaging. 

Simi1ar1y， b1ade portion 42 ac七sas a pro七ec七orto 

七ines44 of fork 14 when fork 14 is sandwiched between 

knife工6 and spoon 12 as bes七 seenin Figures 2 and 3. 

Cu七1ery1O according to七.heteachings of the 

2O presen七 inven七iona1so obtains severa1 advan七ages

because of their abi1i七y to be stacked and nestニed.

Specifical1y， handles por七ions 18 of cu七1ery1O of the 
presen七 inventionhave severa1 subt1e features which 

can now be exp1ained and apprecia乞ed. Priorセ0 乞.he

25 presen七 inven七ion， known cut1ery was stacked on七he

七hickestpoint，七ypica11y，ミ七七，hejunc七ionof the 

hand1e por七ionand the food operationa1 and engagemen七

por七ion， and not a工ongthe en七ire1eng七h of the handl.e 

portion， did not inc1ude nes七ingprovisions， were very 

3O unstab1e in a s七ackedcondition， did not a110w different 

types of cu七1eryto be attached toge七her， resu工七edin 

s七acksof re1a七ive1yhigh heights， and 1ike disadvan-

tages. The present invention so1ves七heseand other 
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1 prob1ems of prior cu七1erybecause of七heunique fea七ures

of hand1e por七ions18 and七hefood operational and 

engagemen乞 por七ionsof cutlery 1O. 

Specifica11y due to the cons七ruc七ionof 

5 hand1e portions 18 of cu七1ery1O， and particu1ar1y七.he

angu1ar re1ationship of port主。ns24 and 26 an吾 por七ion

22 r hand1e por七ions18 can be stacke丑 andnes七edon 

each other such乞hatinside surfaces 34 of portions 24 

and 26 can be posi乞ionedon top of outsエdesurfaces 56・

1O of portions 24 and 26 of a second hand1e portion 18 of 

another piece of cut1ery ヱ0. Fur七主主er双lOre，1ugs 30 

abutting wi七，h the ou乞sidecorners of七.heintersec乞ion

of portions 22， 24， and 26 and a110w hand工eportions 

エ8of cu七1ery10七。 bestacked and suppor七edalong 
工5 乞heen七ire1eng七h of hand1e portion 18 and no七 a七 a

thickes七 pointas in prior cut1ery. Due七0 七hisnes七ing

and s七ackingprovisions， s乞acksof a sing1e七ypeof 
cu七1erysuch as spoons， forks， or knives， as shown in 
Figures 5-7， have a relatively 10w height， and speci-

20 fica11y bave a heigh七 ofless than工2 inches for lOO 

pieces of cu乞工ery工oin the most preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. Of course， it shou1d be 
appreciated七.hatthe heigh七 ofa stack varies with the 

angu1ar re1a七ionbetween por七ions24 and 26 and portion 

25 22 and 0七herconsiderations. Fur七her笈lOre，due七。七his
nes七ingabi1ty， a stack of七hesame kind of cu七1eryalol 
shown in Figures 5-7 has a high struc七uど'a1in七egri七Y

and七husit 1s of a ve玄y s七abledesign. Additiona11y， 
accor迂ingto乞he七eachingsof the presen七 invention，

3O hand1e portion 18f can be stacked and nested on top of 

and a10ng the entire 1ength of handle portion 18s， 
and hand工eportion 18k can be s七ackedand nestニedon 

top of and a工，ongthe entire 1eng七.hof handle portion 
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1 1Af or hano1e portion 18s， such七hata set of cut1ery 

H事 canbe stacked and nes七edas bes七 seenin Figures 

5 

2-4七ogain七hepackaging consideration advantages se七

forth hereinbefore. 

Addi七iona11y，the reverse七aperof surface 

34 provides injection considera七ionadvan七agesover 

prior cu七lery. Specifical1y， the reverse taper of 

surface 34 allows the piece of cutlery to be held on 

七hepunch of an injection mold during formation allow-

10 ing automatic operation of七heinjec乞ionmold. Thus， 

lugs 3O have dual functions and ob乞ainformation and 

nes七ingand stacking advantaヲes.

In addition七o the production， assembly， 

storage， and use advantages se乞 forth，cutleどy 1O 
15 according to七hepresent invention ob七ainsfur七herand 

similar advan七ages. For examp1e， due七othe U-shaped 

cross section of handle por七ion18， por七ions24 and 26 

ac七 asreinforcement ribs such that handle portion 18 

has a great rela七ivestrength requiring a minimum of 

2O wid七h，七hickness， and material in addi七ionto pro-

viding the stackinヲ andnesting abi1ity se七 forth.

Additiona11y， cut1ery 1O according七0 七he七eachingsof 

七.hepresen七 inventionis especially adap七edfor and 

advantageous for use in dispenser si七ua七ions.

25 Now七hatthe basic teachings of七.hepresent 

inven乞ionhave been explained， many ex七ensionsand 
varia七ionswill be obvious to one having ordinary 

ski工1in the ar七. For examp1e， cu七lery1O according 

七o the七eachingsof the presen七 inven七ionincludes 

30 several unique fea七ureswhich coopera七eto雪e七.her七0

forrn a synergis七iccornbination having an accumu1ation 

of advantaヲes. However， these unique fea七urescan be 

u七i1izedsepara七ely0ど withfurther， subs七itu七ed0ど
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1 additiona1 ぞea七uresaccordin9 to七，heteachin9s of 

the presen1ニ inven七ion.

Thus， since七，heinven七iondisclosed herein 

may be embodied in 0七herspecific forms without depart-

5 1ng from七hespiri七。rthe general characteris七ics

thereof， some of which forms have been indica七ed，七he

embodiments described herein are七obe considered in 

a11 respects i11ustrative and not res七ric乞ive. The 

scope of七heinvention is indicated by the appended 

lO claims， ra七，her七，hanby七heforegoing description and 

all changes which come within the meanin雪 andrange of 

乞，heequiva1ency of the claims are intended iュobe 

embどacedtherein. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. Nestab1e， stackab1e cu七1erycomprising， in 

combination: a spoon having a hand1e por七ionanδa 

bow1 portioni a fork having a hand1e portion and a 

tine portion: a knife having a hand1e portion and a 

b1ade portion， wi七h the hand1e por七ionsof七hespoon， 
fork， and knife having a subs七an七iallyiden七ica工
construction， with七.hehandle por七ionsof the spoon， 

fork， and knife inc工udinga genera11y U-shaped cross 

section comprising， in combina七ion: a f工at七oppor七ion

having a firs七 end，a second end， a first edge， a 

second edge， an outside surface， and an inside surface: 

and first and second leg por七ions，with七.hefirs七 and
second leg por七ionsincluding a firs七 end，a second 
end， a firs七 edge，a second edge， an ou七sidesurface， 

and an inside surface， wi七h the firs七 edgeof七he
firs七 1eg portion being a七七acheda七 an ob七useangle 七0

七hefirs七 edgeof七he七。ppor七ionand wi七百七五e firs七

edge of 七.hesecond 1eg por七ionbeing a七七acheda七 an 

ob七useangle 七0 七五esecond edge of 七he七oppoど七ion，
with 七五edis七ancebe七ween七.hesecond edges of 七.he

first and second 1eg portions being grea七er七han七he

distance be七ween七.hefirs七 andsecond edges of乞.he七op

por七iona110wing七.hehand1e por七ionsof the spoon， 
fork， and knife to be stacked and nested together， 
with七behandle portions further including means for 

suppor七ing七hehand1e por乞iona工ongi七sentire leng七h

on七hehandle portion of ano七.herpiece of cu七工ery

in the七.heirstacked， nested positions comp玄isinglugs 

formed on七heinside surfaces of七hefェrs七 andsecond 

le雪 por七ion8for abut七ingwi七h and suppor七 on七.he

ou七side8urface of the七oppor七ionof七hehand工e

por七ionof七he0七herpiece of cu七1eどy，wi七h 七he工ugs

being wedge shaped and inc工udingan inside surface and 
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an abutment surface， with the abutment surface having 

a shape comp1emen七ary七o and for abu七mentwith七.he

outside surfaces of the top portion and the firs七

and second 1eg portions at theirヱntersec七ions，and 

wherein七.heinside su玄faceof七he1ugs ex七endat an 

an守leless七.han9O degrees from七.he七oppor七ionof the 

hand1e por七ion七o form an inverse七aperfor holding 

onto the punch of an injection mo1dδuring formation 

of the cut1ery， wi七h 七hebowl por七ionof the spoon 

being attached to七hesecond ends of七hetop portion 

and the first and second leg portions of七hehandle 

por七ionand being of an elon雪ate吾 ovalshape havin雪 a

length. a width， and a 丑epth，with 七五e tine portion of 

七hefork being at乞ached七o tニhesecond ends of七.he七。p

por七ionand the first and second leg portions of七he

hanδle portion and having a length， a width， and a 

depth equal七o the length， the width， and the dep七h of 
the bowl portion of the spoon. with the tine por七ion

of the fork including a firs七七ine，a second tine， and 

a 七hirdtine， with七hefirst and third tines being 

loca乞edon opposite sides of the second 七ine，with 七五e

first and七hirdtines being shorteど thanthe second 

七ineal10wing七he七inepor七ionof七.hefork七o remain 

in the ou七lineof the bowl por七ionof the spoon for 

pro七ec七ingthe tines agains乞 breakagedue to catching 

on ex七ernalobjec七sand for preven七in雪 thetines from 

poking乞hroughthe packagin雪 inwhich乞hecut工ery

is located when the fork is s乞ackedon乞opof the 

spoon， with the blade por七ionof the knife being 

a七乞achedto the second ends of the top por乞ionand the 

first and second leg portions of the handle por七ion

and having a 1ength generalエy equal七o the leng七.hof 

the bowl portion of the spoon and七inepor七ionof七he
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fork.， wi七11t11e wid七h of七11eblade por七ionof七.hek.nife 

being 1ess七.han七hewid七h of七hebow1 por七10nof七he

spoon and七.he七ineportion of七hefork， wi七.h七.heb1ade 

portion having a shape whichどemainsin七.heou七1ineof 

七.hebow1 por七ionof七.11espoon and七he七inepor七ionof 

今七hefork when七hek.nife i8 8七ackedon七。P of七.hespoon 

。ron七opof七11efork. for preven七ing七heb1ade portion 

from cu七七ingthrough 七五epackaging of 七hecu七1ery.

2. Nestab1e， stackab1e cu七1erycomprising， in 
combina七ion: a p1ura1i七y of u七ensi1s，wi七h each 

u七ensi1including a handle por七ionand a food opera-

七iona1and engagement por七ion: wi七h 七hehand1e por七ion

having a firs七， s七ackingand nes七ing七ypesurface and 

a second， s七ackingand nesting七ypesurface a110wing 
七.hehand1e por七ionsof七heu七ensi1sto be stacked and 

nes七edtogether wi七h the firs七I nes七ingand stack-

ing七ypesurface of a first utensil being receivab1e 

within七hesecond， s七ack.ingand nes七ingtype surface 

of ano七herutensil1 and means for supporting七.he

hanc;ile por七ionof七.hefirs七 u七ensilalong its en七ire

工eng七.hon七.he11and1e por七ionof七.11e0七.herutensi工 in

七.heirs七acked， nes七edposi七ionscomprisingエugsformed 

on the second， s七ackヱngand nes七ing七ypesurface of 

七hehandle por七ionof七、e firs七 u七ensi工 for abu七七ing

wi七h and suppoど七 onthe firs七， s七ackinヲ andnes七in9

七ypesllrface of七.hehandle por七ionof七he0七heru七ensi1.

3. The nes七able， s七ackab1ecu七三eryof claim 2 

wheどeinthe handle por七ionsof the u七ensilsinclude a 

general1y U-shaped cross sec七ioncomprising， in combin-
a七ion: a f工attop por七ionhaving a firs七 end， a second 

end， a firs七 edge， a second edge， an outside surface， 
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and an inside surface; first and second leg portions， 
wi七h the firs七 andsecond leg portions including a 

firs乞 end，a second end， a firs七 edge，a second edge， 

an outside surface， and an inside surface. wi七h the 

first edge of七hefirst leg portion being attached 

a七 anobtuse angle to the firs七 edgeof the top por七ion

and with 七hefirst edge of the second leg portion 

being a七七acheda七 anob七useangle七。七.hesecond edge 

of七.hetop por七ion，with the food operational and 

engagement portion being attached七0 七.hesecond ends 

of the top portion and七hefirs七 andsecond leg por乞ions.

-with the dis七ancebe七weenthe second edges of the 

:first and secon丑 legportions being grea七erthan乞he

dis七ancebe七weenthe firs乞 andsecond edges of乞he七。p

por七ionallowing七hehand工eportions of the utensi工s

七obes乞ackedand nesteδ 七oge七herwith the inside 

surface of the firs七 andsecond leg por七ionsbeing 

positioned above the outside surfaces of the firs七 and

second leg por七ionsof ano七herutensil wherein the 

ou七sidesurfaces of the top portion and the first and 

second le雪 por七ionsform the first， stacking and 

nes七ing乞ypesurface of七hehand工eportion， and 

wherein the inside surfaces of the七opportions and 

the fiどstand second leg por乞ionsform the second， 
stacking and nes七ing七ypesurface of七hehandle por七ion.

4. The nestable， stackable cutle玄yof claim 2 

wherein七heplurality of utensils comprises a plurali乞y

of spoons. 

5. The nestable， s七ackablecu七leryof c工aim2 

wherein the plurality of utensils comp玄isesa plurali乞y

of forks. 
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6. The nes七ab工e，S七ackab1ecu七1eryof c1aim 2 

wherein七，hepluどa1i七yof utensi1s comprises a plurality 

of knives. 

7. The nes七able，s七ackablecu七leryof claim 2 
wherein七hep1ura1i七y of u七ensilsinclude a spoon. a 

fork， and a knife. 

8. The nes七able，s七ackablecu七leどYof clairn 7 

wherein the food opera七ionaland engagemen七 portionof 

乞hespoon cornprises an elongated， oval-shaped bowl 

portion having a len宮七h，a width， and a吾epth:wherein 
the food opera乞ionaland en雪agemen七 por七ionof七he

fork comprises a七inepor七ionhaving first， second， 
and third tines， wi七h the tine por七ionhaving a leng七h，

a wid七h，and a depth equal to七heleng七h，wid七h，and 
dep七h of七hebow1 portion of七.hespoon， wi七，h the 

firs七 and七hirdtines being loca七edon opposi七e sides 

of七hesecond tine， wi七h 七hefエrs七 andthird tines 

being shor七erthan the second乞ineof七hetine por七ion

and having a 1eng七h such that the tine portion keeps 

in the outline of the bowl por七ionof七hespoon when 

七，hefork is stacked on七opof七.hespoon for protecting 

七.he七inesagains七 breakagedue iニoca七chingon 0七.her

objec七sor for poking through packaging of七hecu七工erYi

wherein七hefood operat10na工 andengagemen七 por七10nof 

七.heknife comprises a blade por七10nhaving a 工eng七h

generally equal七0七.heleng七h of七bebowエpor七ion

of七hespoon and a wid七h which is 1ess than七hewid七h

of七.hebowl por七ionof七.hespoon for a工10wing七he

blade portion of七.heknife七。 keepin七.heou七工ineof 

七hebowl portion of the spoon when七heknife is s七acked

above七.hespoon. 
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9. The nestab1e， s七ackab1ecut1ery of c1aim 2 

wherein the lugs are wedge shaped and inc1ude an inside 

surface and an abutroent surface， and wherein the inside 

surfaces of the lugs extend at an ang1e 1ess than 9O 

degrees from the top por七ionof the hand1e portion to 

forrn an inverse七aperfor ho1ding onto the punch of an 

injection mo1d during forma七ion.

10. The nes七ab1e，s七ackab1ecut1ery of c1aim 2 

wherein the 1ugs inc1ude an abutmen七 surfacehaving a 

shape complementary七o and for abutment with the 

ou七sidesurfaces of the七oppor七ionand七.hefirst and 

second 1eg portions a七七.heirin七ersection.

11. The nes七ab1e，s七ackab1ecut1ery of c工aim2 

wherein the plurality of u乞ensi1sinc工udea fork and a 

knife. 

12. The nestab1e， stackab1e cut1ery of c1aim 11 

wherein乞hefood operationa1 and engagement portion of 

七.hefork comprises a 七ineportion having first， second， 

and third七ines，with the tine por七ionbave a 1ength， 
a wid七h. and a depth， with the first and七.birdtines 

being 10cated on opposite sides of七hesecond tine， 

with the first and七.hird七inesbeing sbor七er七hanthe 

second tine of the tine por七ion:and wherein tbe 

food opera七iona1and engagement por七ionof七heknife 

comprises a b1ade portion havin雪 a 1ength genera11y 

equa工七o the 1ength of the tine portion of the fork 

and a wid七h which is less than the width of the七ine

portion of the fork for a工10wingthe b1ade por七ionof 

the knife to keep in the ou七工ineof the tine por七ion

。fthe fork when the knife is s七ackedon七hefork. 
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13. The nes七ab1e，stackab1e cut工eryof c工airn2 
wherein七hep1ura1ity of utensi1s include a spoon and 

a fork. 

14. The nes七ab1e， s七ackab1ecu七1eryof c1airn 13 

wherein七.hefood opera tiona工 andengagement por七ionof 

the spoon cornprises an e10ngated， ova1-shaped bow1 poど四

七ionhaving a 工eng七.h， a wid七.h， and a dep七h: and wheどein

七.hefood opera七iona1and engagemen七 por七ionof七.be

fork comprises a 七inepor七ionhaving firs七， second， 

and七.hird七ines，wi七.hthe七inepor七ionbaving a leng七.h，

a width， and a depth equa工七0 七he1eng七.h，wid七.h，

and depth of七.bebowl por七ionof七.he spoon， wi七h 七be

first and七.hird七inesbeing工。ca七edon opposide sides 

of七hesecond七ine，wi七.b七.hefirst and七.hirdtines 

being shor七er七.banthe second七ineof七he七inepor七ion

and baving a leng七h such七ha七七.be七inepor七ionkeeps 

in the out1ine of七】lebow1 por七ionof七hespoon when 

七hefork is stacked on七。Pof七hespoon for pro七ecting

七.hetines agains七 breakagedue七。 ca七chingon 0七.her

objec七s 。ど forpoking through packaging of七hecu七lery.

15. Cu七1erycomprisinヲ， in combina七ion: a spoon 

having a handle poど七ionand a bowl por七ion: a fork having 

a hand1e poどtionand a tine por七ion; a knife baving a 

handle portion and a blade portion. with the fork 

being stackab1e on 七五espoon and with 七.heknife being 

8七ackab1eon the fork or七.hespoon， wi七.h七11ebowl 

portion of 七hespoon bein雪 ofan elQロヲa七eさ oval shape 

having a leng七11， a wid七.h， and a dep七h，wi七h 七he七ine

portion of the fork havin雪 a 1ength， a wid七五， and a 

depth equal七othe 1ength， the width， and the dep七h of 

七.hebowl por七ionof the spoon， with the tine por七ion
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of乞hefork including a firs乞 tine，a second tine， 

and a thira tine. with七hefirst and third tines beinヲ

located on opposite sides of the second tine， with tbe 

first anδthirδtines being shorter 1二hanthe second 

tine allowing乞.he 七inepor七ionof the fork to remain 

in the outline of七hebowl portion of七hespoon for 

pro七ectingthe tine5 again5七 bどeakagedue to catching 

on ex七ernalobjects and for preven七ingthe七inesfrom 

poking七hroughpackagin宝 inwhich七hecutlery i5 loca七ed;-

wi七h 七.heleng七.hof七heblaさepor七ionof七.heknife 

being general1y equal to the length of the bowl por七ion

of the 5poon and 乞.hetine por七ionof the fork， with 

the wid七h of the blade por七ionof the knife being le5s 

than the width of乞hebowl portion of the spoon and 

tbe tine portion of七hefork， wi七h the blade portion 

having a shape which remains in the ou七lineof the 

bowl portion of乞hespoon and七.he七ineport10n of the 

fork when the knヱfe15 5七ackedon top of七he5poon or 

on top of七hefork for preven七ingthe blade port1on 

from cu七ting七hrough七hepackaging of七.hecutlery. 

16. The cu七leryof claim 15 wherein the fork 15 

nes乞ab1eon七hespoon and wherein the knife 1s ne5table 

on the fork or the spoon. 
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DISPOSABLE STACKABLE FORKS 

FIELD 

[0001] Various embodiments of the invention pertain to stackable plastic forks. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Plastic forks are widely used around the worldおrdisposable use. Such disposable 

use include the use outdoors， such as for camping and barbeques， at fast-food restaurants and on 

airplanes. In addition to the benefits of being disposable， plastic forks may be preferable for use 

over metal forks or other cutlery for weight and safety reasons. 

[0003] However， despite the widespread use of disposable plasticおrks，there are many 

problems inherent with conventional disposめたがasticforks. Firstラ conventionaldisposable 

plastic forks are not designed to be stacked so when the forks are shipped， they are merely placed 

randomly in a container without any particular order resulting in wasted space in the container. 

As a result， additional containers are needed to ship the forks which add to the shipping costs 

which then in tum are passed on to the consumer resulting in a more expensive fork. 

[0004] Secondラconventionaldisposable plastic forks must be strong enough so that the forks， 

especially the tines of the fork， do not break in the consumer、mouthor elsewhere harming the 
consumer. If a tine is accidentally swallowed but a consumer， sever inju巧Tmay result to intemal 

organs of the user. Conventional disposable plastic forks are made strong by maximizing the 

thickness of the forks.五rIaximizingthe thickness comes as the detriment of cost as more material 

is needed making the forks heavier. Additionally， the thicker theおrksthe less that can be白

mto a contamer. 

What is needed is needed are disposable plastic forks having registerability (i.e. securely 

stacking on top of each other) so that a命日forkmay be registered within a second fork allowing 

for more forks to be placed in a container for shipping maximizing the space inside the shipping 

container and saving on shipping costs. Furthermore， disposable plastic forks are needed that are 

thinner so as to minimize material usage yet are strong enough to prevent the forks企omeasily 

breaking. 
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Summary of the invention 

[0005] According to one aspect， a disposable stackable plastic fork is provided. The 

disposable plastic fork， having a top surface and a bottom surface， comprises a handle portion; a 

pluraliちrof tines， each tine of the plurality of tines having a curved shaped configuration and a 

longitudinal concave groove extending at least partially along a horizontal length of the each 

tine; and a transition portion integrally connected between the handle portion and the plurality of 

tines. The bottom surface of the fork has a curved profile and the top surface has a 

corresponding curved indentation. 

[0006] The plur叫ityof tines may project outwar世yalong parallel axes企omthe transition 

portion and include a pair of outer tines and a pair of inner tines located between the pair of outer 

tines. The inner tines may be na町owerthan of outer tines. Each of the outer tines may have a 

thinned cutting edge on each upper outer side edge of the each outer tine. 

[0007] In one aspect， the pair of outer tines extend further into the transition portion than the 

pair of inner tines. The pair of outer tines may include outer longitudinal concave grooves and 

the pair of inner tines has inner longitudinal concave grooves and the outer longitudinal concave 

grooves may be longer than the inner longitudinal concave grooves. Additionally， the outer 

longitudinal concave grooves extend further into the transition portion than the inner longitudinal 

concave grooves. 

[0008] In one aspect， each inner tine is separated from the each outer tine by an outer gap 

and the outer gap may have an outer hemispherically rounded end formed at an outer integration 

point of the each inner tine， the each outer tine and the transition portion. Additionallyラ the

inner tines are separated from each other by an inner gap， wherein the inner gap has an inner 

hemispherically rounded end formed at an inner integration point of the pair of inner tines and 

the transition portion. The the outer hemispherically rounded end are located within different 

horizontal and vertical planes than the inner hemispherically rounded end. 

[0009] In one aspectラtheplastic fork may be integrally formed from a non-metallic material 

or any other material known in the art. 

[0010] In one aspect， the plurality of tines may have a V-shaped configuration or a U-

shaped configuration. 

[0011] In one aspect， longitudinal concave groove of each tine in the plurality of tines 

corresponds to a shape and size of an outer bottom surface of the each of the plurality of tines 
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such that the outer bottom surface of the each tine in the plurality of tines is adapted to fit and be 

received in a corresponding longitudinal concave groove of an identical fork. 

[0012] According to yet another aspect， a stackable plastic fork having a top surface and a 

boUom surface is provided. The stackable plastic fork comprises a handle portion; a plurality of 

tines having a curved shaped configuration and a pair of outer tines and at least one inner tine， 

each outer tine in the pair of outer tines having an outer longitudinal concave groove and the at 

least one inner tine have an inner longitudinal grooveラtheouter and inner longitudinal concave 

grooves extending at least partially along a horizontal length of the plurality of tines; and a 

transition portion integr・allyconnected between the handle portion and the plurality of tines; and 

wherein the boUom surface of the fork has a curved profile and the top surface has a 

corresponding curved indentation; and wherein the outer longitudinal concave grooves in the pair 

of outer tines plurality of tines correspond to a shape and size of outer bottom surfaces of the pair 

of outer tines such that the outer boUom surfaces of the pair of outer tines are adapted to五tand 

be received in corresponding outer longitudinal concave grooves of an identical fork. 

[0013] In one aspect， each of the outer tines has thinned cutting edge on each upper outer 

side edge of the each outer tine. 

[0014] In one aspect， the pair of outer tines extend further into the transition portion than the 

at least one inner tine. 

[0015] In one aspect， the at least one tine inner tine is narrower than the each outer tine of 

the pair of outer tines. 

[0016] In one aspect， the inner longitudinal concave grooves in the at least one inner tine 

corresponds to a shape and size of outer boUom surfaces of the at least one inner・tinesuch that 

the outer bottom surface of the at least one tine is adapted to fit and be received in a 

corresponding inner longitudinal concave groove of the identical fork. 

[0017] In one aspect、theouter longitudinal concave grooves are longer than the inner 

longitudinal concave groove. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DまA羽TINGS

[0018] The features， nature， and advantages of the present aspects may become more 

apparent 合omthe detailed description set forth below when taken in conjunction with the 

drawings in which like reference characters identify correspondingly throughout. 

[0019] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a stackableおrkaccording to one example. 

[0020] FIG. 2 illustrates a top plan view ofthe stackable fork ofFIG. 1. 

[0021] FIG. 3 illustrates a bottom plan view ofthe stackable fork ofFIG. 1. 

[0022] 

[0023] 

FIG.2. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a side plan view ofthe stackable fork ofFIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-sectional view ofthe stackable fork taken along line 5--5 of 

[0024] FIG. 6 illustrates side plan view of a first fork and a second identical fork being 

stacked together according to one example. 

[0025] FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional view ofthe stackable forks taken along line 7--7 of 

FIG.6. 

[0026] FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective view ofthe first fork and the second identical fork of 

FIG.6. 

[0027] FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view ofthe stackable forks taken along line 9--9 of 

FIG.8. 

[0028] FIG. 10 is a 企agmentaryview of a pair of stackable forks illustrating the shape of the 

tines near transition portions of the pair of stackable forks according to one example. 

[0029] FIG. 11 is a fragmentary view ofthe pair ofstackable forks ofFIG. 10 illustrating the 

shape of the end portions of the tines. 

[0030] FIG. 12 is a fragmentary view of a stackable fork illustrating the shape of the tines 

near a transition portion of the fork according to one example. 

[0031] FIG. 13 is a企agmentaryview ofthe fork ofFIG. 12 illustrating the shape ofthe end 

portions of the tines. 

[0032] FIG. 14 is a 企agmentaryview of a stackable fork illustrating of a handle portion 

according to one example. 

[0033] FIG. 15 is a 企agmentaryview of a pair of stackable forks illustrating the hand 

portions according to one example. 

4 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 136 
 
 



WO  2013/095407 PCT/US2011/066329 

[0034] FIG. 16 is a企agmenta巧rview 'Of the stackable f'Ork 'Of FIG. 1 illustrating a thin 

cutting edge feature. 

[0035] FI G. 17 is a fragmentary b'Ott'Om perspective view 'Of the tines 'Of the f'Ork 'Of FI G. 1. 

[0036] FIG.18isa企agmentaryside perspective view 'Ofthe tines 'Ofthe f'Ork 'OfFIG. 1. 

[0037] 

[0038] 

[0039] 

FIG. 19 is a fragmentary t'Op plan view 'Ofthe tines 'Ofthe f'Ork 'OfFIG. 1. 

FIG. 20 is a fragmentary b'Ott'Om plan view 'Oftines 'Ofthe f'Ork 'OfFIG. 1. 

FIG. 21 is a企agmentaryfront perspective view 'Of the b'Ott'Om 'Of the tines 'Of the f'Ork 

'OfFIG. 1 sh'Own in an upside d'Own p'Ositi'On. 

[0040] FIG. 22 is a fr'Ont perspective view 'Of the f'Ork 'Of FIG. 1 sh'Own in an upside d'Own 

p'Oslti'On. 

[0041] FIG. 23 is a 合agmentaryside perspective view 'Of the b'Ott'Om 'Of the tines 'Of the for主

'OfFIG. 1 sh'Own in an upside d'Own p'Ositi'On. 

[0042] FIG. 24 is a back perspective view 'Of the f'Ork 'Of FIG. 1 sh'Own in an upside d'Own 

p'OslIl'On. 

[0043] FIG. 25 is a企agmentaryside perspective view 'Of the 企ont'Of the tines 'Of the f'Ork 'Of 

FIG.1. 

[0044] FIG. 26 is a fぬgmentaryb'Ott'Om perspective view 'Of the b'Ott'Om 'Of the tines 'Of the 

f'Ork 'OfFIG. 1 shnwn in an upside d'Own p'Ositi'On. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0045] In the f'Oll'Owing descripti'On numerous specific details are set f'Orth in 'Order t'O provide 

a th'Orough understanding 'Of the inventi'On. H'Owever， 'One skilled in the art w'Ould rec'Ognize that 

the inventi'On might be practiced with'Out these specific details. In '0註lerinstances， well kn'Own 

meth'Ods， pr'Ocedures， and/'Or c'Omp'Onents have n'Ot been described in detail s'O as n'Ot t'O 

unnecessarily 'Obscure aspects 'Of the inventi'On. 

[0046] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view 'Of a stackable f'Ork acc'Ording t'O 'One example. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a t'Op plan view 'Ofthe stackable f'Ork 'OfFIG. 1. FIG.3 illustrates a b'Ott'Om plan 

view 'Ofthe stackable fork 'Of FIG. 1. FIG. 4 illustrates a side plan view 'Ofthe stackable f'Ork 'Of 

FIG. 1. The f'Oll'Owing discussi'On refers interchangeably t'O FIGS. 1-4. 

[0047] The stackable f'Or・k100 may have a t'Op surface 102 and a b'Ott'Om surface 104. T'O 

facilitate stacking 'Of multiple f'Orks， the b'Ott'Om surface 104 may have a curved profile and the 
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top surface 102 may have a corresponding curved indentation such that the botlom surface of a 

在日 forkmay be designed to日t，and be received within a top surface of an identical second fork， 

as described in白rtherdetail below. That is a first fork may be registered within a second fork. 

The registrability of the forks allows for more forks to be placed in a container for transportation 

or shipping， as compared to conventional forks， maximizing the space inside the shipping 

container and saving on shipping costs as a result. 

[0048] As shown， the stackable fork 100 may inc1ude a handle portion 106ラ aplurality of 

tines 1 08a-l 08d and a transition portion 110 integrally connected between the handle portion 110 

and the plurality of tines 1 08a-l 08d. The plurality of tines 1 08a-l 08d may inc1ude a pair of 

outer tines 108aラ 108dand a pair of inner tines 108b， 1 08c. Each of the plurality of tines 108a-

108d may have a curve shaped configuration and project outwardly along parallel axes合omthe 

transition portion 110 and be separated by gaps 111 having hemispherically rounded ends 109 

formed at the integration point of the plurality of tines 1 08a-l 08d and the transition portion 110. 

As shown， a center hemispherically rounded end 109a may be located between a pair of outer 

hemispherically rounded ends 109b and the center hemispherically rounded end 109a may 

located within different horizontal and vertical planes than the outer hemispherically rounded 

ends 109b such that the center hemispherically rounded end 109a extends into the transition 

portion 110. In other words， as shown in FIG. 3， each inner tine may be separated from the each 

outer tine by an outer gap 11 b and the inner tines may be separated from each other by an inner 

gap 111 a. As less stress is placed on the inner tines during usιthe inner gap llla may have a 

longer length than the outer gaps 111 a. In one example， the width of the inner 111 a and outer 

gaps 111 b may be the same. 

[0049] Altematively， the center hemispherically rounded end 109a and the outer 

hemispherical1y rounded ends 109b may be located within the same planes. 

[0050] Although the stackable fork 100 is shown having two outer tines 108a， 108d and two 

inner tines 108b， 108c， this is by way of example only and the stackable fork 100 may have less 

than two inner tines or more than two inner tines. 

[0051] A plurality of longitudinal concave grooves 112a-1l2d may be located within the 

plurality of tines 1 08a-l 08d. To facilitate stacking of multiple forks， the plurality of longitudinal 

concave grooves 112a-112d may cor十respondto the shape and size of an outer bottom surface 113 

of the plurality of tines 1 08a-l 08d such that the outer bottom surface 113 of each tine may be 
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designed to fit， and be received within a corresponding longitudinal concave groove on an 

identical second fork. 

[0052] The outer tines 108a， 108d may have longitudinal concave grooves 112a， 112d 

extending from a五rstpoint 116 on the outer tines 108a， 108d to a second point 118 located on 

the transition portion 110. The inner tines 108b， 108c may have longitudinal concave grooves 

112b， 112c extending from a third point 120 on the inner tines 108b， 108c to a fourth point 122 

located on the transition portion 110. In one example， the日rstpoint 116 and the third point 118 

may be in the same plane and located approximately in the middle of the respective outer tines 

108a，108d. 

[0053] In one example， the distance D 1 between the first point 116 and the second point 118 

may be greater than the distance D2 between the third point 120 and the fourth point 122 such 

that the longitudinal grooves 112a， 112d in the outer tines 108aラ 108dare longer than the 

longitudinal grooves 112b， 112c ofthe inner tines 108b， 108c. (See FIG. 19) 

[0054] In one example， the longitudinal grooves 112a， 112d in the outer tines 108a， 108d 

may extend outwardly from the first point 116 to approximately the outer hemispherically 

rounded ends 109b and then extend along and correspond to the shape of the outer edges 115 of 

the transition portion 110 ofthe fork 100 and then converge inwardly to the second point 118. In 

other words， the outer edges of the longitudinal grooves 112a， 112d correspond to the shape of 

the outer edges 1115 oftransition portion 110. 

[0055] In one example， the longitudinal grooves in the inner tines 108b， 108c may extend 

outwardly from the third point 120 to the outer hemispherically rounded ends 109b and then 

converge inwardly to the fourth po血t122. 

[0056] The placement ofthe longitudinal concave grooves 112a-112d within the plurality of 

tines 1 08a-1 08d allows for the material needed for each fork to be minimized which in turn 

allows for a reduction in the cost of materials for each fork and as a result increases the profits 

that can be made on each fork. Additionally， as each fork is made from less material each fork 

weighs less which decreases the overall weight of the packaging when shipped resulting in a 

savings on shipping and transportation costs. Also， as the fork is thinner more forks may be 

stacked within a container. Furthermore， the placement of the longitudinal concave grooves 

112a-112d in the plurality oftines 108a-108d may increase the strength ofthe tines preventing 

the tines企ombreaking off in the mouth of a user and causing injury to the user. 
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[0057] In one example， the outer tines 108a， 108d may include a thinned cutting edge 124 

on each upper outer side edge of the outer tines 108a， 108d enabling a user to cut food with the 

fork 100. (See FIG. 16) 

[0058] The fork 100 may be made 丘omany plastic or non-metallic material or any other 

material known in the art. 

Stacking 

[0059] As discussed above， to facilitate stacking of multiple forks， the bottom surface of a 

五rstfork may be designed to日t，and be received within a top surface of an identical second fork. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a first fork 602 and an identical second fork 604 being stacked together 

according to an embodiment ofthe invention and FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional view ofthe 

stacked forks taken along line 7--7 ofFIG. 6. To facilitate stacking ofmultiple forksラthebottom 

surface of each fork may have a curved profile and the top surface of each fork may have a 

corresponding curved indentation such that the bottom surface of the first fork 602 may be 

designed to fit， and be received within the top surface of the identical second fork 604. 

Furthermoreラasdiscussed above， the plurality of longitudinal concave grooves in the tines may 

correspond to the shape and size of an outer bottom surface of the tines such that the outer 

bottom surface of each tine of a first fork may be designed to fit， and be received within a 

corresponding longitudinal groove on an identical second fork to facilitate stacking of multiple 

forks. 

[0060] FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective view ofthe first fork 602 and the second identical fork 

604 ofFIG. 6. FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view ofthe stackable forks taken along line 9--

9 ofFIG. 8. 

Tines -First Example 

[0061] FIGS. 10-11 are 合agmentaryviews of a pair of stackable forks illustrating the shape 

of the tines according to one example. FIG. 10 illustrates the shape of the tines near transition 

portions ofthe forks while FIG. 11 illustrates the shape ofthe end portions ofthe tines. The pair 

of stackable forks may include a first fork 1002 having a bottom surface designed to fitラandbe 

received within a top surface of an identical second fork 1004. 
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[0062] As shown in FIG. 10， a plurality of stacked tines 1006 extend outwardly from 

transition portions 1008 of the first and second forks 1002ラ 1004.Each of the tines may have a 

generally V -shaped configuration comprising a pair of lower sidewalls 101 Oa， 101 Ob extending 

outwardly 丘oma lower point 1012 to a pair of lower walls 1014a， 1014b. A pair of end walls 

1016a， 10 16b may be integrally connected to and extend perpendicularly upward企omthe pair of 

lower walls 1014a， 1014b. A pair ofupper walls 1018a， 1018b may be integrally connected to 

and extend perpendicularly from the pair of end walls 10 16a， 10 16b so that the pair of upper 

walls 10 18a， 10 18b and the pair of lower walls 10 14a， 10 14b are paralleL A pair of upper side 

walls 1020a， 1020b may be integrally connected to and extend inwar・dlyfrom the pair of upper 

walls 1018aラ 1018bto an upper point 1022. The lower point 1012 and the upper point 1022 may 

be located within the same vertical plane and the lower point of the first fork 1002 may be 

received into the upper point of the second fork 1004. In one example， the lower and upper 

points 1012， 1022 may have a slightly rounded configuration. In one example， the width W1 of 

the outer tines may be greater than the width ofthe inner tines. 

[0063] As shown in FIG. 11， the farther the tines extend outwardly企omthe transition 

portion the slope of the upper side walls 1020a， 1020b decrease. 

Tines -Second Example 

[0064] FIGS. 12-13 are企agmentaryviews of a stackable fork illustrating the shape of the 

tines according to one example. FIG. 12 illustrates the shape ofthe tines near a佐ansitionportion 

of a fork while FI G. 11 illustrates the shape of the end portions of the tines. The fork 1200 may 

include a handle portion 1202ラ aplurality of tines 1204 and a transition portion 1206 integrally 

connected between the handle portion 1202 and the plurality of tines 1204. 

[0065] As shown in FIG. 12， the plurality of tines 1204 may extend outwardly企omthe 

transition po討ion1206 of the stackable fork 1200. Each of the tines may have a generally U-

shaped configuration comprising a boUom wall 1208， having a generally curved or U-shaped 

configuration， extending outwardly and integrally connected to a pair of lower walls 1210a， 

1210b. A pair of end walls 1212a， 1212b may be integrally connected to and extend 

perpendicularly upward 合omthe pair of lower walls 1210a， 121 Ob. A pair of upper walls 1214a， 

1214b may be integrally connected to and extend perpendicularly from the pair of end walls 
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1212a， 1212b so that the pair ofupper walls 1214a， 1214b and the pair of 10wer walls 1212a， 

1212b are parallel. A top wall 1216 may be integrally connected to the pair ofupper walls 1214a， 

1214b. The bottom wall 1208 and the curve wall 1216 may be 10cated within the same vertica1 

p1ane. In one examp1e， the width W3 of the outer tines may be greater than the width W 4 of the 

inner tines. The top wall 1216 may have a generally curved or U-shaped configuration near the 

transition portion 1206 and the farther the tines extend outward1y 丘omthe transition portion the 

more the slope ofthe top wall1216 decreases. 

[0066] FIG. 14 is a 企agmentaryview of a stackab1e fork illustrating of a hand1e portion 

according to one examp1e. FIG. 15 is a fragmentary view of a pair of stackab1e forks illustrating 

the hand portions according to one examp1e. As shown in FIG. 14ラthehand1e portion 1402 of a 

fork may have a top surface 1404 and a bottom surface 1406. To faci1itate stacking of multip1e 

forks， the bottom surface 1406 of the hand1e portion 1402 may have a curved profi1e and the top 

surface 1404 may have a corresponding curved indentation such that the bottom surface of a 

hand1e portion of a first fork 1402 may be designed to fit， and be received within a top surface of 

an identica1 hand1e portion of a second fork 1408. (See FIG. 15) 

[0067] FIGS. 16-26 illustrate various views ofthe fork ofFIG. 1. FIG. 16 is a 企agmentary

view of the stackab1e fork of FIG. 1illustrating a thin cutting edge feature 124. FIG. 17 is a 

企agmenta巧rbottom perspective view ofthe tines ofthe fork ofFIG. 1. FIG. 18 is a fragmentary 

side perspective view ofthe tines ofthe fork ofFIG. 1. FIG. 19 is a 合agmentarytop p1an view of 

the tines ofthe fork ofFIG. 1. FIG. 20 is a 企agmentarybottom p1an view of tines of the fork of 

FIG. 1. FIG. 21 is a企agmentary企ontperspective view of the bottom of the tines of the fork of 

FIG. 1 shown in an upside down position. FIG. 22 is a front perspective view ofthe fork ofFIG. 

1 shown in an upside down position. FIG. 23 is a企agmentaryside perspective view of the 

bottom of the tines of the fork of FIG. 1 shown in an upside down position. FIG. 24 is a back 

perspective view of the fork of FIG. 1 shown in an upside down position. FIG. 25 is a 

企agmenta巧rside perspective view of the企ontof the tines of the fork of FIG. 1. FIG. 26 is a 

企agmenta巧rbottom perspective view. 
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[0068] Oneormo詑 ofthe components and functions illustrated in the previous figures may 

be rearranged andJor combined into a single component or embodied in several components 

without departing from the invention. Additional elements or components may also be added 

without departing丘omthe invention. 

[0069] While certain exemplary embodiments have been described and shown in the 

accompanying drawings， it is to be understood that such embodiments are merely illustrative of 

and not restrictive on the broad invention， and that this invention not be limited to the specific 

constructions and a町angementsshown and describedラ sincevarious other modifications are 

possible. Those skilled， in the art will appreciate that various adaptations and modifications of 

the just described preferred embodiment can be configured without departing from the scope and 

spirit of the invention. Therefore， it is to be understood thatラwithinthe scope of the appended 

c1aims， the invention may be practiced other than as specifically described herein. 
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CLAI孔1S

1. A stackable plastic forkラhavinga top surface and a bottom surface， comprising: 

a handle portion; 

a plurality oftines， each tine ofthe plurality oftines having a curved shaped 

configuration and a longitudinal concave groove extending at least partially along a horizontal 

length of the each tine; and 

a transition portion integrally connected between the handle portion and the plurality of 

tines; and 

wherein the bottom surface of the fork has a curved profile and the top surface has a 

corresponding curved indentation. 

2. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein the plurality of tines includes a pair of outer tines， 

each outer tine in the pair of outer tines having a thinned cutting edge on each upper outer side 

edge of the each outer tine. 

3. The plastic fork of claim 2， wherein the plurality of tines include a pair of inner tines 

located between the pair of outer tines and wherein each inner tine of the pair of inner tines is 

narrower than the each outer tine of the pair of outer tines. 

4. The plastic fork of claim 3， wherein the pair of outer tines extend further into the 

transition portion than the pair of inner tines. 

5. The plastic fork of claim 3， wherein the pair of outer tines has outer longitudinal concave 

grooves and the pair of inner tines has inner longitudinal concave grooves and wherein the outer 

longitudinal concave grooves are longer than the inner longitudinal concave grooves. 

6. The plastic fork of claim 5， wherein the outer longitudinal concave grooves extend 

further into the transition portion than the inner longitudinal concave grooves. 
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7. The plastic fork of claim 3， wherein the each inner tine is separated from the each outer 

tine by an outer gap， and wherein the outer gap has an outer hemispherically rounded end formed 

at an outer integration point of the each inner tine句theeach outer tine and the transition portion. 

8. The plastic fork of claim 7， wherein the pair inner tines are separated合omeach other by 

an inner gap， wherein the inner gap has an inner hemispherically rounded end formed at an inner 

integration point of the pair of inner tines and the transition portion. 

9. The plastic fork of claim 6， wherein the outer hemispherically rounded end are located 

within different horizontal and vertical planes than the inner hemispherically rounded end. 

10. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein the plurality of tines project outwardly along 

parallel axes from the transition portion. 

11. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein the plastic fork is integrally formed from a non-

metallic mater・ial.

12. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein each tine of the plurality of tines has a V -shaped 

configuration. 

13. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein each tine ofthe plurality oftines has a U-shaped 

configuration. 

14. The plastic fork of claim 1， wherein the longitudinal concave groove of each tine in 

the plurality of tines corresponds to a shape and size of an outer bottom surface of the each of the 

plurality of tines such that the outer botlom surface of the each tine in the plurality of tines is 

adapted to fit and be received in a corresponding longitudinal concave groove of an identical 

fork. 

15. A stackable plastic fork， having a top surface and a botlom surface， comprising: 

a hand1e portion; 
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a plurality of tines having a cun吋 shapedconfiguration and a pair of outer tines and at 

least one inner tine， each outer tine in the pair of outer tines having an outer longitudinal concave 

groove and the at least one inner tine have an inner longitudinal grooveラtheouter and inner 

longitudinal concave grooves extending at least partially along a horizontallength of the 

plurali守oftines; and 

a transition portion integrally connected between the handle portion and the plurality of 

tines; and 

wherein the bottorn surface of the fork has a curved profile and the top surface has a 

corresponding curved indentation; and 

wherein the outer longitudinal concave grooves in the pair of outer tines plurality of tines 

correspond to a shape and size of outer bottorn surfaces of the pair of outer tines such that the 

outer bottorn surfaces of the pair of outer tines are adapted to日tand be received in 

corresponding outer longitudinal concave grooves of an identical fork. 

16. The plastic fork of clairn 15ラ whereinthe each outer tine in the pair of outer tines has 

thinned cutting edge on each upper outer side edge of the each outer tine. 

17. The plastic fork of claim 15， wherein the pair of outer tines extend further into the 

transition portion than the at least one inner tine. 

18. The plastic fork of clairn 15ラwhereinthe at least one inner tine is narrower than the each 

outer tine of the pair of outer tines. 

19. The plasticおrkof clairn 15， wherein the inner longitudinal concave grooves in the at 

least one inner tine corresponds to a shape and size of outer bottorn surfaces of the at least one 

inner tine such that the outer bottorn surface of the at least one tine is adapted to五tand be 

received in a corresponding inner longitudinal concave groove of the identicalおrk.

20. The plastic fork of clairn 15ラwhereinthe outer longitudinal concave grooves are longer 

than the inner longitudinal concave groove. 
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I :ド!n同…n同t
PCTIU章霊015/0唱9017F 

A combination spoon and fonくsystem日∞)capable of being stored 
in a nestedξonfl宮urationor used as a combination eating utensil with 

the spoon (110) and fork (140) connected end to end. An interlocking 

mechanism can interloclくthespoon and fork in either 主主enested 

po呈itionor in the en註主oend config uration.τhe interloζkin号system

ollows the handle (146) of the spoon to sli吾eむetweenrails (148) on 

the handle of the fork and to snap and lock the spoo釘 inplaεe either 

nested with the fork or end toをndwith主hefork主oform an elongated 

cOITlbination eatinヨ誌tens司、 Thespoon and fork of the sys主e持1can al50 
be used s詮paratelyfrom one another. 

fum1 PCT!lSAt2 i司 {cont，l'\\)at~開 01 有rst 的母ßt(き)) (July部 00)
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PAT韮鈍すCOOPE詫Aτ10詩τ詫藍ATY

frort1 the 
INTH1NAτIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORIτY 

τ。: ~ 
[::)r、地γ
~ ~噌"霊

1 . This opInfon contains indicat陪nsre!ati行事 tothe following items: 

盟 BoxNo.l B器 isof tha opinion 

o BoxN仏 H Priority 
o Box No. !lI Non-establishment of oplnぬnwith regard to nove!ty屯 inventivestep and industrial applicability 
o Bo:x No， IV lack ot unity of invention 
題 BoxNo. V Reasoned statement under汽ule43bis. 1 (喝容)with 間宮ardto noveltyをinventivestep and indW~tfi必

建pplicability;citations and exp!anations supporting such statement 

o Box No‘VI Certain documents cited 
o Box No. VII Cert臨海f毘，tsin the iniemafional時 plication
o Bo:x No. VIIl Gartainぬserv討10隠 ontha intemational application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a dema.nd for intemational prelimInary examination is m主主d~~. this opinIon willlぷsua!lybe <:onsidered to be ~王
writien opinion of the lntemationa! Preliminary Ex丞miningAuthority {"IPEA"} except tha.t tれisdo電器 notapply WhSl，~ 
the applicant chooses an Auihority othar than this one to be the IPEA and the c油 5enI PEA has noHh話 the
International Bureau under Rule 66..1むis{b)th丞twritten opinions of this !ntarnaliona! Searching Authorlty 
will not be so considetsd. 

If this opinion is， as provided above， consirlered to be <孟 wTittenopinion of the IPEA， the e主ppllcan!is invited to 
submit to ths IPEA a written reply togsther， wh邸宅ヨ翠ppropriate，with amendmants， befora the expiration of 3 months 
fro摘 出edaIe of mailing of Form PCτ是SA怠200rむeforeth$ $xpir設tionof 22 months from tha priorlty date盆
whichever expires la!er. 

For further options， see Forrn PCT主SA怠20、

FO$明言 PCT長5A1231(Cover S釘em.}(Jam滋 ry2015) Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 176 
 
 



￥曹関TTE詞OPI掛金持母Fτ詩E
E轄す藍RNAll0詩AL草EARCHI陪GAUTH岳民ITY

SOX No. f Basis 01 tf睡 opinion

1. With regar活tothe language，駒isopinion has been es極blishedon the b鎚 is01: 

盟組ei措ern磁抱nalapplication in the language in which it was filed‘ 

Internationa! application N合e
PCT1US20i 5;{)1号♀17

口 a translation of the泊term謝onalapplicati伽 into • which is the lang蝿喜eof a transration furn協会dfor the 
purposes of in揺rn母ionaisearch (Rules 12.3{a) and 23.1初日.

zロ τhis opinion has been established taki時 Inお accountthe rc韓日ficaUonof an ob詞ous捌 istake~聖域防rizeo
oy or no題fiedto this Authori主yunder Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.賢母}

3.0 Witおf時 ard泊 anynucteotide andbr a閑 ino鑓 idSeql挫 ncedisclosed in the intemaUonal app!ica討on，this 
opinioηhas been establ納 ed00 the basis 01 a sequence I樹齢喜;

8. 0 formin雪partof the international applicati陰口 asfl1ed: 

ロ泊theform of an Annex CST.25 text file. 

口 onpaper or in the form 01 an image file. 

b. 0 fumished together with the in悼悶ationalapplication under PCτRule 13ter.ゆ)for the pu中部会sof 
international search only in the form 01 an AnnexむsT.25text flle. 

C. 0 furnished subsequent to the intem説。nal臨時datefor the間帯oses01 lotemat陪nalsearch only: 

口 lnthe form of 部 AnnexCsT.25 text flle (Rule 13ter.1 (a)). 

口むnpaper or in the form of詮nimage file (Rule 13揺れ1(b) and Administrativ6 Instructions， Sec話on
713). 

4 口 Inaddltion， in tれecase that more than one version or∞py of a sequence listin霊hasbeen filed or furnished， 
the requi措dstatements th誼 theinformation in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
forming pa代ofthe applica1ぉonasf語edor does not容。 beyondthe a停!iむationas filed， as appropriate> were 
furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 

f凶羽~ PCT，1SA/237科書.Iluary201 5) 
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 177 

 
 



WRIττE詩OPI持10鎚OFTHE
i轄す韮韓関ATIO詩ALS藍Af竜C持5輔GAUτ民む畏ITY

Intemational app!icatio約制a
PCT IU S2015A:l 19017 

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b抵雪(a){母withregard to n郡 elty.inventive s結por
indu獣rialapp~苧abiU持; cltaUons a婦 ex抑制ionssupportin苦$ueh哩鮒鮒

1. 8tatement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (18) 

IndustrIal applicability (IA) 

2岳 c誌a討onsand expf窓口ations

see SeDarate sheet 

向rmPCnSAl237 {抑制r12015}

γ'e5: Claims 2-5.1星通 27主2塁
制。: Claims 126-1214-2S29-35 

Yes: Claims 
向。: Claims j~塁

γes: Claims 上主主
No: Claims 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 178 
 
 



官RITτ歪詩 OPI詞10踏むFTH歪 Intemational application No. 
3詫τEF毛詩ATIO時ALSE晶君CHI挺G
Auτ持む畏lτY{S呈PA君AτESH王室n PCT/US2015!0'1習017

Rel強調 V

Reasoned sta組問閉ま弾ithf'時邸玄fto novelty， invenUve step or indust討al
appUcabUity; citations and exptanations supportin霊suchstatement 

な Referenceis made to the followin号documents:

01: EP01294呈5

D2: W02013/095407 

1. Claims '1. 14. 23 and 32 do not meet the re弓uirementsof Article 6 PCT in that出e

matter for which protection is sought is not clearly deUned. 

1.1 Claims 1.14 and 23 (...comprising a fork) are not appropriately formulate吾asa

c!afm dependent 00 claim 32 (detinition of a fork)‘(Rule 6.4 PCT). 

1.2 Although claims 1. 14 and 23 have been drafted as separate independent cfaims， 

they appear to relate effectively to the same suむject-ma註erand to differ from each 

other only with regard to the de罰nitionof the suむ，ject-ma註erfor which protection is 

sought and/or in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-

ma註e仁 τheaforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not 
meet the requirements ()f Article 6 PCl二

Z 対oveftv

2.1 01 discloses (see p.4~ line 20 -p. 12 and figu陪 s1 and 3) a combination fork and 

spoon system， comprising: 
a fork including a recess (underside of bottom portIon 18丹ina bottom surtace and a 
pair of rails (portions 24 and 26). eact可railalong a portion of an outer edge of the 

bottom surface of a handle (see figure 3); and 

a spoon∞同guredto inte巾 ckwith the fork either in a nested position (see匂ure3) 
or in an end to endむonfigurationto form a single comむina語onutensil. the spoon 

including a handle that is capable of being stid between the rails. 

Form PC羽 SAI?J7{S語障ra1eS油崎将憎琶1i)(ξPQ..Ap.，ii 20(5) 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 179 
 
 



WRiTT藍f場合間持10詩OFτ封霊 Inrernational appliεation 悼む司
i轄す藍Rt曜ATIO持ALSEARCHU毒患
Auす持合員IIX_tSEPARAτE~三H霊霊τ} PGT/US2015/019017 

Hence the su註~ect-ma立erof clsim 1 is not novel (A立33(2)PCT). 

2.2 Since independent claims 14 and 23 appear to relate to the same subject咽

ma註.eras claim 1. the comments glven above under point 2.1 make clear that this 

claim also does not seem to be noveL 

2.3 D2 discloses (see 946-69 and fi呈ures)a fork， comprising: 
a head portion includin呈aplurality of話nes警 whereIn呈nouter tine has a curved 

chamfered outer edge. the chamfered outer edge extending 810ng su註stantiaHyan 

entire length of the hea司portion(see figure 1); and 

a handle portion connected to the head portion事 whereinthe chamfered edge tapers to 

a point where the handle portion meets the head portion (see figures 1 and 2). 

Hence the $ubject-ma註erof claim 32 is not novel (A立33(2)PCTト

3. 01 and 02 disclose furthermo思 thefeatures of dependent claims 2-13， 15昌 220r
33-35雪50their subject-matter is even $0 not novet (Art 33担)PC丁)or do not seem to 
involve an inventive step because they r台ferto features which are generaHy known or 

which come within the scope of customary practice of a person skilled in the aft. 

Fo打Tミ PCT，~SAr231iS昔手ara:主eShき昔fi宗主計曽電話Zi(EPζド兵器ri!2uu5} 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents， 
characterized by the applicant， and including page counts， where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card， as described in MPEP 503. 

New Aoolications Under 35 U.S.c. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)ー(d)and MPEP 506)， a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Staae of an International Aoolication under 35 U.S.c. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.c. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 UふC.371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt， in due course. 

New International Aoolication Filed with the USPTO as a Receivina Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810)， a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 05) will be issued in due course， subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security， and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 183 
 
 



To: 
From: 
Cc: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Sep 18，201505:26:46 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
NTC.PUB 

Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No. 
09/17/2015 HMG1 P008 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or c剖11-866-217-9197during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address. COMMI日日IO'JERFOR PATENTS 
PO Box 14雪O
Alexandriaラ、也gmia22313-1450 
¥VVi¥V.UsptO.gOY 

APPLICATIONNUMBER FILING OR 371 (C) DATE 

03/11/2014 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO刀、ITLE

14/204，497 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008 

58766 

Beyer Law Group LLP 

P. O. Box 51887 

Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

Title:EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Publication NO.US-2015-0257561-A 1 

Publication Date:09/17/2015 

CONFIRMATION NO.1678 

PUBLlCATION NOTICE 

11111111111111111111111剛腕酬明~~UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

NOTICE OF PUBLlCATION OF APPLlCATION 

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37 

CFR 1.211， et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above. 

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the 

Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft!. 

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to 

ap同icant.A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of 

Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reached by telephone at (703) 308-9726 or (800) 972-6382， 

by facsimile at (703) 305-8759， by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office， Office of 

Public Records， Alexandria， VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet. 

In addition， information on the status of the application， including the mailing date of Office actions and the 

dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office， may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent 

Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and 

Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http://pair.uspto.gov/.Prior to 

publication， such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of 

PAIR 

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication， or about PAIR， is available by calling the Patent 

Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197. 

Office of Data Managment， Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000， or (571) 272-4200， or 1-888-786-0101 

page 1011 
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EXAMINER 

PRONE， JASON D 

ARTUNIT PAPERNUMBER 

3724 

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE 

09/1112015 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below andlor attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply， if any， is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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|…… |山附14/204.497 1 MIKSOVSKY ET AL 

Office Action Summary |戸E臼x… r I 如削川………t山山川川U出刷川n川凶it … l … 円刊l||S胞tusJason Oaniel Prone 1 3724 
|Yes  

--The MAILlNG DA TE of this communication appe沼rson the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE!l. MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS， 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER， FROM THE MAILlNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
Extensions 01 time may be available under the provis旧ns0137 CFR 1.136(a). In no event， however， may a reply be timely liled 
after SIX (6) MONTHS lrom the mailing date 01 this communication 
1I NO per旧dlor reply is specilied above， the maximum statutory per旧dwill apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS lrom the mailing date 01 this communicat旧n
Failure to reply within the set or extended per旧dlor reply will， by statute， cause the applicat旧nto become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. e 133) 
Any reply received by the Ollice later than three months alter the mailing date 01 this communication， even il timely liled， may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) 

Status 

1 )口 Responsiveto communication(s) filed on _一一-
口Adeclaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __  ー

2a)口Thisaction is FINAL. 2b)口Thisaction is non-final 
3)口 Anelection was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on 
一一一一;the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4)口 Sincethis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters， prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle， 1935 C.D. 11， 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

5)図 Claim(s)上謹is/arepending in the application. 
5a) Of the above claim(s)一一一一is/arewithdrawn from consideration. 

6)口 Claim(s)一一一is/areallowed 
7)口 Claim(s)一一一is/arerejected 
8)口 Claim(s)一一一is/areobjected to 
9)図 Claim(s)上謹aresubject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

* If any claims have been determined呈也盟主回皇， you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a 

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information， please see 

http:i Iv>NyW. usptO.qov!patents/i nit events/∞hiindex.isQ or send an inquiry to 1や Hfeedback(a)uspto.qOV

Application Papers 

10)口Thespecification is objected to by the Examiner 
11 )口Thedrawing(s) filed on _一一is/are:a)口acceptedor b)口objectedto by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. ~ 119 

12)口Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(a)ー(d)or (f) 
Certified copies: 

a)口AII b)口Some* c)口Noneof the 
1口 Certifiedcopies of the priority documents have been received 
2口 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _一一
3口 Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment{s) 

1)口Not問 01Relerences Cited (PTO-892) 

2)口InlormationDisclo叫 reStateme州s)(PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date_一一

U.S. Patent and Trademark Ollice 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-13) Office Action Summary 

3)口InterviewSummary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __  

4)口Other:__  
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

DETAILED ACTION 

Page 2 

It is noted that this Office action features multiple restrictions and a proper response will 

have an election for each. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

1. Claims 1-13 and 23-31， drawn to a combination fork spoon system with 

rails. 

11. Claims 14-22 and 32-35. drawn to a utensil with a curved chamfered outer 

edge that extends along substantially an entire length of the head portion. 

The inventions are distinct， each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions 1 and 11 are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 

in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 

scope and are not obvious variants， and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 

is separately usable. For example， the apparatus with rails could be employed without 

a curved chamfered outer edge that extends along substantially an entire length of the 

head portion of group 11， and conversely the apparatus with the curved chamfered outer 

edge that extends along substantially an entire length of the head portion could be 

employed without rails of group 1. See MPEP & 806.05(d). 

The examiner has required restriction between subcombinations usable together. 

Where applicant elects a subcombination and claims thereto are subsequently found 

allowable， any claim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring all the limitations of the 

allowable subcombination will be examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 3 

1.104. See MPEP & 821.04(a). Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a 

continuation or divisional application is anticipated by， or includes all the limitations of， a 

claim that is allowable in the present application， such claim may be subject to 

provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of 

the instant application. 

Restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper because all these 

inventions listed in this action are independent or distinct for the reasons given above 

and there would be a serious search and/or examination burden if restriction were not 

required because at least the following reason(s) apply: 

• the inventions require a different field of search (e.g.， searching different 

classes /subclasses or electronic resources， or employing different search 

strategies or search queries). 

Ap酬icantis advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete盟旦旦

include (i) an election of a invention to be examined even though the requirement 

may be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing 

the elected invention. 

The election of an invention may be made with or without traverse. To reserve a 

right to petition， the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly 

and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement， the election 

shall be treated as an election without traverse. Traversal must be presented at the time 

of election in order to be considered timely. Failure to timely traverse the requirement 

will result in the loss of right to petition under 37 CFR 1.144. If claims are added after 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

the election， applicant must indicate which of these claims are readable upon the 

elected invention. 

Page 4 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions are not patentably 

distinct， applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 

showing the inventions to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is 

the case. In either instance， if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable 

over the prior art， the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 

1 03(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 

invention， the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 

or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 

remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 

a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

2. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 

specles: 

• Species A: Figures 1-50 

• Species B: Figures 6A-60 

• Species C: Figures 7A-7C 

The species are independent or distinct because each species incorporates 

structure not incorporated by the other species. In addition， these species are not 

obvious variants of each other based on the current record. 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 5 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species， or 

a single grouping of patentably indistinct species， for prosecution on the merits to which 

the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently， 

some claims may be generic. 

There is a search and/or examination burden for the patentably distinct species 

as set forth above because at least the following reason(s) apply: 

• the species or groupings of patentably indistinct species require a different 

field of search (e.g.， searching different classes /subclasses or electronic 

resources， or employing different search strategies or search queries). 

Ap酬icantis advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 

include (i) an election of a species to be examined even though the requirement 

may be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing 

the elected species or grouping of patentably indistinct species， including any 

claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 

generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

The election may be made with or without traverse. To preserve a right to 

petition， the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and 

specifically point out supposed errors in the election of species requirement， the election 

shall be treated as an election without traverse. Traversal must be presented at the time 

of election in order to be considered timely. Failure to timely traverse the requirement 

will result in the loss of right to petition under 37 CFR 1.144. If claims are added after 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 6 

the election， applicant must indicate which of these claims are readable on the elected 

species or grouping of patentably indistinct species. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species， or groupings of 

patentably indistinct species from which election is required， are not patentably distinct， 

applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing them 

to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either 

instance， if the examiner finds one of the species unpatentable over the prior art， the 

evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 or pre-AIA 35 

U.S.C. 1 03(a) of the other species. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim， applicant will be entitled to consideration 

of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 

of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. 

The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent 

provlslons. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jason Daniel Prone whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful， the examiner's 

supervisor， Edward F. Landrum can be reached on (571) 272-5567. The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300. 
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Application/Control Number: 14/204，497 

Art Unit: 3724 

Page 7 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system， see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system， contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tol卜free).If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system， call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

04 September 2015 

/Jason Daniel Prone/ 

Primary Examiner， Art Unit 3724 
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Index of Claims 14204497 

Examiner 
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口 Claimsrenumbered in the same order as presented byapplicant 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Ollice 
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Reexamination 

MIKSOVSKY ET AL. 

Art Unit 

3724 
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Interference Objected 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Sep 11，201505:28:48 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
CTRS 

Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No. 
09/11/2015 HMG1P008 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or c剖11-866-217-9197during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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UNITED STATES 臥:TENTAND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATIONNUMBER 

14/204，497 

58766 
Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

FILING OR 371 (C) DATE 

03/11/2014 

Ul¥TfEj) S1'I¥1'ES j)EPA R1'ME可l'OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address. COMMI日日IO'JERFOR PATENTS 
PO Box 14雪O
Alexandriaラ、也gmia22313-1450 
¥VVi¥V.UsptO.gOY 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO刀、ITLE

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008 

CONFIRMATION NO.1678 

NOTICE 

11111111111111111111111剛腕糊lHIll削I~~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII川 1111

Date M創led:04/01/2014 

INFORMATIONAL NOTICE TO APPLlCANT 

Ap同icantis notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for 
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However， if a deficiency relates to the inventor's 
oath or declaration， t肋heapplican川tmus針tfile an oat肋hor declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63， or a substitute 
S針ta剖temen川ti川ncomp凶li陥ancewith 37 CFR 1.64， executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the 
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability" to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f). 

The item(s) indicated below are also required and should be submitted with any reply to this notice to avoid 
further processing delays. 

• A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s) 
Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 
Clint N. SLONE 
Evelyne CHAUBERT 
Charlie NGHIEM 
Robert Charles LANE 
Jonathan Paul DOWNING 
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UNITED STATES 臥:TENTAND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Ul¥TfEj) S1'I¥1'ES j)EPA R1'ME可l'OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address. COMMI日日IO'JERFOR PATENTS 
PO Box 14雪O
Alexandriaラ、也gmia22313-1450 
¥VVi¥V.UsptO.gOY 

APPLICATION I FILING or 

NUMBER I 371(c) DATE 

14/204，497 03/11/2014 
FIL FEE REC'D 

1610 
ATTY.DOCKET.NO 

HMG1P008 35 4 

CONFIRMATION NO.1678 

FILlNG RECEIPT 58766 
Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 

I
 
l
 
l
 

--
団
四
四
四
四
四
咽
占
有

町
町
町
町
貝
白

町
町
町
町
町
A
斗

M
M
M
2
 

H
H
H
H
q
u
 

田
岡
田
H
F
D

川
川
川
川
A
崎

町
町
町
副
司
/

団
団
団
団
閣
の

O

冊
目
。

H
H
H
H
H
n
u
 

-
-
-
-
-
n
u
 

-Il
l
1
1
n
u
 

-岡田
回
目
。

H
H
H
H
H
n
u
 

剛
山
山
剛
山

n
u

川
川
川
山
U

川
川
団

OI
 
l
 

--

Date M創led:04/01/2014 

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination 
in due course. Ap同icantwill be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the 
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLlCATION NUMBER， FILlNG DATE， 
NAME OF APPLlCANT， and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. 
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt， please 
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application， please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice， the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections 

Inventor(s) 
Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY， San Francisco， CA; 
Clint N. SLONE， San Francisco， CA; 
Evelyne CHAUBERT， San Francisco， CA; 
Charlie NGHIEM， Oakland， CA; 
Robert Charles LANE， Larkspur， CA; 
Jonathan Paul DOWNING， Belmont， CA; 

Appl icant( s) 
humangear， Inc.， San Francisco， CA 

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 58766 

Domestic Applications for which benefit is claimed・None.
A proper domestic benefit claim must be provided in an Application Oata Sheet in order to constitute a claim for 
domestic benefit. See 37 CFR 1.76 and 1.78. 

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) -None 
Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Oata Sheet in order to constitute a claim to 
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76. 

Permission to Access -A proper Authorization to Permit Access to Application by Participating Offices 
(PTO/SB/39 or its equivalent) has been received by the USPTO. 

If Required， Foreign Filing License Granted: 03/28/2014 
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The country code and number of your priority application， to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention， 

is US 14/204，497 

Projected Publication Date: 09/17/2015 

Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 

** SMALL ENTITY ** 

Title 

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Preliminary Class 

030 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 

effect in a foreign country， an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 

in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 

effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 

of patent applications on the same invention in member countries， but does not result in a grant of "an international 

patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 

protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law， and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 

application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 

in various respects from the patent law of the United States， applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 

foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States， the Director of the USPTO must 

issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 

serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 

guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet， "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically， the 

section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 

patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199， or it 

can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your int剖lectualproperty (patents， trademarks and copyrights)， you may wish 

to consult the U.S. Government website， http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative， 

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 

countries such as China， Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues， applicants may 

call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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GRANTED 

LlCENSE FOR FOREIGN FILlNG UNDER 

Title 35， United States Code， Section 184 

Title 37， Code of Federal Regulations， 5.11 & 5.15 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184， if the phrase "IF REOUIRED， FOREIGN FILlNG 
LlCENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met， regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 

set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 

license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is su同ectto revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license， unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 

37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 

it is revoked. This license is automatic剖Iytransferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 

license is not retroactive 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 

as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 

security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especi剖Iywith
respect to certain countries， of other agencies， particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls， Department of 

State (with respect to Arms， Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 

Security， Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl， Department of 

Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time， if the phrase "IF REOUIRED， FOREIGN FILlNG 
LlCENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12， 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 

U.S.C. 181， the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

SelectUSA 

The United States represents the largest， most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 

business investment， innovation， and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 

and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA， our nation works to 

promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities， states， 

and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U .S. economic development organizations on investment 

attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 

technology， manufacture products， deliver services， and grow your business， visit btto://www.SelectUSA.aov or call 

+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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PATENT APPLlCATION FEE  DETERMINATION RECORD  Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/204，497 

APPLlCATION AS  FILED -PART 1 OTHERTHAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR  SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE 
N/A N/A N/A 70 N/A 

(37 CFR 1.16(a)， (b)， or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE 
N/A N/A N/A 300 N/A 

(37 CFR 1.16(k)， (i)，町 (m))

EXAMINATION FEE 
N/A N/A N/A 360 N/A 

(37 CFR 1.16(0)， (p)， or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 
35 minus 20= 15 (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

x 40 600 OR 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 
4 minus 3 = 

(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 
x 210 210 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 

APPLlCATION SIZE 
sheets of 5p5afpoer r，the atehpneptrHitecyoa)f tfiooSr n eeSe aIzc3e h 5 fee due lS FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 

(37 CFR 116(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s) 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 116(j)) 0.00 

* 1I the dillerence in column 1 is less than zero， enter "0" in column 2 TOTAL 1540 TOTAL 

APPLlCATION AS  AMENDED -PART 11 

OTHERTHAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR  SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

〈 AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
ト AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus 1骨1骨

O R  三 (37 CFR 1.16(i)) x x 。
In7dCeFpR endent 

.，骨*

z Minus 
OR  (37CFR 1.16(h)) x x 

w 
三
Applicat旧nSize Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 〈

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MUL TIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16ω) OR  

TOTAL 
OR  

TOTAL 

ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

凶 AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
ト AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus 1骨1骨 x OR 
三 (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

x 。
Independent Minus .，骨*

z x OR  x 
w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 
三
Applicat旧nSize Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 〈

OR  
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MUL TIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16ω) 

TOTAL 
OR  

TOTAL 

ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* 1I the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2， write "0" in column 3 

付 1Ithe "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20， enter "20" 

付*1I the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3， enter "3" 

The "Highest Number Prev旧usνPaidFor" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropr旧tebox in column 1 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008 

Application No.: 14/204，497 Examiner: Unassigned 

Filed: March 11，2014 Group: 3724 

Title: EA TING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 1678 

CERTIFICA1E OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION 
I hereby certify that出ISCO汀espondenceis being transmitted e1ectronically 

through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria， 
VA 22313-1450 on Apri11， 2014. 

Signed目 /Cara Romero/ 

CaraRomero 

RESPONSE TO INFORMATIONAL NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria， V A 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Enclosed herewith are the executed Declarations in response to the Informational Notice 

to Applicant. Please file these documents in the subject application. 

$70.00 in payment of the surcharge for the late filing of the declarations was previously 

charged to Deposit Account 50-4481. Accordingly， it is believed that no fees are due in 

connection with this filing. However， if it is determined that any fees are due， the Commissioner 

is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008). 

Respectfully submitted， 

BEYER LA W GROUP LLP 
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 P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
650-842-1300 
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1¥3型地iEt:ifor u.s~ 1rrn.)!.>ヨh0'1"31'20'14. 011118 G耳;o1-<l;.3'l

J S Par.e刀ta~d Tr百de同a'kOffice: lJ S OEPP.RTMENT OF CQMMERCE 
Jr.oer the Paper，'iCI'k RedLctfcn Act::>r : 995 ~古 per$C丹 sare req'j唱dM噌spord当Ga守JI:ect'on01' rfor同議0，1'u"le&5;( cls~la，/s'<I '，a:，d OMB ct:nt'd nUffi3E¥' 

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILlTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATION USING AN 
APPLlCATION DATA S村正ET(37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of I EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention 

As the belQw nおnedinvenmr， t hereb'1 declare that 

This declaration n I I The attached application， or 
i$ directβd to: L._j 

r 14/204，497 巴 U川r
自仰le凶do∞nMarch 11，2014 

The above-ide円ti官edapplication was made or authorized to be made by me. 

l回 .¥i'o'tet，t¥a¥ ¥ aro !，¥'¥e \1ç~i，na\ 州el\\w.<}I'跡。r.vi!i，r.a'，t).1¥¥ i爪判的~r， ct も d側側州側kJ.r. í，'i\胸部内御礼

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false sねtementmade in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than腎ve(5) years. or both‘ 

WARNING: 

Petit!oner;app!icant is cautioned to avoid submi伐ingpersonal information in documenls刊ledin a patent application that may 
contribule 10 identity theft. Personal information sucれassocial security numbers， bank account numbers， or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO曙2038submitled for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to suppo代apeHtion or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitled to the USPTO， 
petitioners/applicants should consider redactlng such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO Petitioneriappl閥的 isadvised that the record of a問 tentapplication is available 10 the public 誠 erpuむlicationof the 
application (uniess a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1213何)15 made in the application} or issuance of a 
patent Fu吋hermore，the record from an abandoned appiicぷionmay also be available 10 Ihe pubiic if the app.lication is 
referenced in a publi5hed application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and creditcard authorization forms 
PTO・2038submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application胃leand therefore are not publiclyavailable. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor Chris12pher A. MIKSOVSKY Dale (Optional) : 三i戊/ZOl‘
Signature 二三三 /レL ギルんコ

i 七
Note: Ar. applicatior data sheet (pTOiAIAt14 or eQulvalenl). includirg nami円9the en!ire inv曹ntiveel1tity， must ac∞mpany this form 
Use an additional PTOiSBiAIA01 form for号昌chaddltlonal it1v畦t1tor

Thls∞Oectlon of !I1formatlon ~$ (1伺 uirejby 35 U S.C 115 and 37 CFR 1 63τ同 1門知f'!"'.ation培地引きredto obta.n or rela刑事拠内陸fttby tn"βJblicwh例措t日明治{畠叫
by the USPTO to proω55) an dPplication. Confi邸内昌Ilty15 govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122剖 d37 C芋R1.11吉川守 14.T'1is削除ctωn，$ eS!lm!lt出 totake 1 mmU!e 10 
comp.ete. IncJu(ling司athenng..preOdrlf¥g. and svbmitt.内宮 thecomp!med昌ppj，cat.由民 fcrm10 tl1e USPTO. Tlme will vary depenoi!'lg upon the ，nd，vidua' ca腿 Any 
comments 0勺 theamount 01 t1me yo~ require :0 comp，ete thls fc(m an位。rsu量霊est陪nslor地ducingt~.is burden should be se司!to the Chlef Infoず鼎a(!onOfficer. U.S 
Pa!ent an司Trade門arkOffice. U S o.;.oartme.n~ 01 Commer~. P 0， Box 1450. A融 andr>a.VA 22313噂1450.DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETEO FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Comm!ssionerわrPatents， P.O. Sox 1450， Alexandria， VA 223守3・1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form.崎1/1句800-PTO-9199and時 lectopMn2.
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PTOiAIAJ01 (品12)
Approved for ¥Jse throug拘01131120守4.OM60岳51必032

_' S Palent and Tradema舟 Offlce:USむEPARTMENTOF COMMERCE 
Under tれePaoeれ付合rkReducllo戸AC1Cf1ヨ95.~，~ pers口nsare recυlreo tc res;:::loれdtc a coliecl1on af IMom喝lionunle色S持dlspla，'sa ，冒hdOM6 c;cntroi number 
DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTIUTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATlON USING AN 

APPLlCATION DAτA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of I EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention f 

As the below円amedinventor， I hereby declare that: 

This declaration i寸'__ V <i:J'~':"_"V" I I The attached applica討on，or
ISロIrec[ealO: '--' 

ber 14/204，497 区 U出j介Jn下n悦惚糊i比胎刷i怜矧e凶dS拘t匂凶a討1胤e前sa卸app印pl畑i比問c叩a凶胸tl出伽i均矧Oαon0αrP陀附CヴTれ仰tぬe叫 oα∞仰吋n悶附1渇8剖la叩p印附pがlic姐a剖t伽 川 b 

百led0 n March 11，2014 

The above-identified application was made or authorized 10 be ma<te by me 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a cfaimed invention in the appli悶針。n

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false stalem告ntmade in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine Or impnsonment of not more than five (5) year$， or both 

WARNING: 

Petitioneriapplicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents丹ledin a patent application that may 
contribute to identHy theft Personal information such as social security numbers， ban批accountnumbers， or credlt card number草
(other than a check 0， credit card authorization form PTO之0385ubmitted for payment purposes) is門everrequired by t打eυSPTO
to suppo代目 petitionor an application. If this type of personal information is included 1n doωme門tssubmitted to the USPTO， 
petitlonerslaρplicants should cOl1sider redacting such personal information from the docume:nls before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Pebtloner!applicant is advised that tl1e record of a patent applicatfon is available 10 the public after publication of the 
applicatlOn ('o..lf1Iess a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1ゃ213(a)is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent Furthermore. the record from an abandoned application may al50 be available 10 the public if the applぬatωnis 
ref邑rencedin a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Chec民sand credit叩 rdautho同zationforms 
PTO・2038submitted for payment purposes are not relained in the appiication file and therefore are not pubHcly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor Clint N， SlONE 。制 (0附附1):_1Il~/ z..o lザ

Sig仙 re tIμ〉おしー」ー
Not白:An appllcatlor data sreet WTOi AIん14cr eqUlvalent) Includlng naming ~þ官官円1十re Inven事ve君nbt'y， m¥Jst accompa門y小崎 fotm.
Use a円addltlo円alPTO!SB:AIA01 form for ea:h additlonallnvento' 

ThlS '.;oled白n口fr，i;)f!l1auon ;.S reQ lI til':I:r手玉手 I~';') C 115 ilnd '37 CFPI 1 6:1 T~e ".，10'.中..t.on，'i， "~q4Jr1;d 10 (113t"， r， or reta;~ a t:>ene4't i:).~ the i:ll品:::ilC哨r.;C"，S.:oIle(and 
~'; tre '.ムSPTO10 prOCeS5! an api/11 ca凶rCcrrfi::le1taltj IS !p.erned tly 35 j S c 122 a，d 3.' G"R 1. 11 aηd 1. 1d. T~I s o:;Jle~tl加 ιe民間a\ed lt1 13M' 1 rrj，nle 10 
cc明古eI8.:rc ~d; ng ga:hev:;l prepaT)g. 8nd !l.fll l7l ~1 "g t~e com，印刷却炉1G".atll::.rrflll"'mぇ.01M 1"，STT(l 1i rne ' ... ，!!叩ryd切郁dlng.. por l~ e岬 :hid時間関 A""i
C:O-'吋干1renl，on the a巾 C'J"tof 1:11坦，OJ-"'qJI re 10 CC r布陣e!e11i S tor!11 o-rZ'，or sIJ， 90"，sncn~ b' .'~'ÍIJ，:'I円日 lhSbu'目百1，，s~Ould!誕 serJ!T: tl1¥': C噌邑.1I nluf附占tor.Of1Icer， '，，1 .s 
P3tert and Trad菅rTI'，，'kOffice. U S l3epa吋P16!ηtofCc巾附(白ほe.PO  B日為 14f.H内la時間民自 {(A22'3i3-1斗n'DO NOT SEND FeξS 合同C()M'PLET芝DFα同M5TQ
T寸ISAOD8E5.S SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Bo.x 1450.. Alexandria， VA 22313・1450.

Ifyou畑 edassistance sn oomplellng Iheゎrm.call1.Boa凋PTO-91ω剖 dse/ecl option 2. 
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PTO/AINOl (06-12) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651心032

U.S. Patent andτ聞demark0育問e;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwor!< Reduc¥ion Act of 1995. no pe陪onsare required to respond to a∞lIection of information凶 lessit displays a valid OMB control number. 

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILlTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATION USING AN 
APPLlCATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of I EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention 

As the below named inventor， I hereby declare that: 

刊 isdeclaration 口

回

The attached applica針。n，or

r 14/204，497 United States application or PCT intemational application numbe 

n March 11， 2014 filed 0 

is directed to: 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

1 believe that 1 am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years， or both. 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal infonmation in documents fil剖 ina patent appli回 tionthat may 
contribute to identity the代 Personalinfonmation such as social secu的 numbers，bank account numbers， or credit悶 rdnumbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO陶2038submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal infonmation is incl凶edin documents submi出 dto the USPTO， 
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal infonmation from the documents before submit!ing them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
appli回 tion(unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the appli伺 tion)or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore， the record from an abandoned appli国 tionmay also be available to the public if the appli回 tionis 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization fonms 
PTO・2038submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publiclyavailable. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Evely~e CHAUB坊T

Signature: つ4/ ，v'-イþ/づ乞ぃ~

N附0吠尚t恰e:An a吋1川唱a勾柳p仰plJム吋刈4ムμd仏ω1ヰよl以川A
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIA01 form干Oreach addi悩tionalin即唱nl<泡)r仁. 
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This collection 01 information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required泊。b治inorret甜nab町、efitby the public which is凶罰le(and 
by the USPTO ¥0 proce田)an appli岨 tion.Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This∞IIection is estimated ¥0 take 1 minute 10 
complete. including gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed appll伺 tionform to Ihe USPTO. Time will vary depending upon Ihe individual樋田‘Any
comments on the amounl of time you requ問 ¥0complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing ¥h阻 burden.should be sent 10 the Chief Informati開 offi国民 U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Oftice. U.S. Department of Commerce， P.O. Box 1450. Alexand丙a，VA22313・1450.DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450， Alexandria， VA 22313.1450. 

If you need asslstance in complet，的宮的eform， cafl 1・8()()"PTIひ9199and拍 leclopl訓 Z
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PTO/A以/01(0ら12)
Approved for use Ihrough 01/31/2014. OMB 0651・0032

U.s. Patent and Trademark 0絡ce;U.S. 0正PARTMENTOF COMMERCE 
Under Ihe Pape川口同ReductionAcl 01 1995， no perso悶 aferequired 10 respond 10 a colleωon 01 inlormation unless it displays a valid OMB∞ηIrol number. 

DECLARA TION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILlTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATION USI刻GAN
APPLlCATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Titleof I EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention 

As the below named inventor， I hereby declare that 

This d叫「ポlon 口
is direcled 10: 

The attached application， or 

匝 r 14/204，497 United Stales applica!ion or PCT intemational application numbe 

filed on March 11，2014 

The above-identified application was made or authorized 10 be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18υ.S.C.1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years， or both， 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents告ledin a patent application that may 
contribute to identity the九 Personalinformation such as social security numbers， ban主ac∞untnumbers， or credit四 rdnumbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO・2038submi投edfor payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted tq tt鳩山PTO，
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submi投ingthem to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
appli伺 tion(unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore， the record from an abandoned appli回 tionmay also be available to the public汗theapplication is 
referenced in a published application or an issued palent (see 37 CFR 1，14)， Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PTO・2038submitted for paymenl purposes are nol retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Charlie NGHIEM Date (Optional)・ も!λ?212o]し
Signature: Jい見守川

__.... 

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent)， including naming the entire inventive entity， must a∞ompany廿lisform. 
Use an additlonal PTO/SB/AIA01 fo円相 foreach additional inventor. 

This collection 01 information is required by 3S U.S. C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The inf，町ma討朗自問quired10 ob困問。rre凶ina ber¥e百tby Ihe public which isぬ百le(and 
by the USPTO to proce田)関節pli国首開。 Con官dentialityis govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This∞lIec甘onis eslimaled 10 lake 1 mi附 teto
complete， mcluding gathering， preparing， and submitting the∞mpleled appl回 tionf，開n10 the USPTO. Time刷 11vary deper¥ding upon Ihe indillidual 閣時Any
commenls on Ihe amount of time you require 10 complete Ihis fonn andlor suggestions f.町 reducingthi宮burden，shouJd be関川ωIheChief Infonnalion Officer， U.S. 
Patenl and Trademark Office， U.S. Department 01 Comme陀e，P.O町Box1450， Alexandria， VA 22313ぺ450.00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P，O. Box 1450， Alexandria， VA 22313.1450. 

ff you need assistance in∞mpleting Ihe form， cal/ 1-A30ふPTO・9199剖 d四I町 top加n2. 
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PTα'AIN01 (06-12) 
Approved for u悶ethrough 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

u.s. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under Ihe Pape間町主ReductionAct 01 1995， no pe陪onsare required 10 resp明 d10 a colleclion 01 inlormaUon unless it displays a valid OMB∞附01number. 

DECLARA TION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILlTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATION USING AN 
APPLlCATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of I EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention I 

As the below named inventor， I hereby declare that: 

口
白

is directed to: 
The attached application， or 

r 14/204，497 United States appli伺 tionor PCT international application numbe 

filed on March 11， 2014 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledg自thatany willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18υ，S.C.1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years， or both. 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social secu仰 numbers，bank account numbers. or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO・2038submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal informa!ion is included in documents submitted 10 the USPTO， 
petitioners!applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
application (unless a non幽publicationrequest in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furlhermore， the record from an abandoned application may also be available 10 the pu凶cif the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patenl (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PTO“2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publiclyavailable. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Robert Charles LANE 

Signatl 

h恰(句tio叫~1 ，みIZol4-

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/A!N14 or equ悶 lent)，including naming the entire inventive entity， musl a∞ompany this form. 
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIA01 form for each addilional Inventor. 

This collection 01 inlormation is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to ob泊inor retain a benefil by the public which is 10 file (and 
by the USPTO 10 pro四国)an appl四 tion.Confidenli副生Yis govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This∞lIection is estimated 10旬ke1 minule to 
complete. incJuding gathering， p陪paring.and submitt同9the∞mpleted appl闘 tionform 10 theυSPTO. Timew国varydepending upon the individual国 5e.Any 
comments on the amount of lime you fequire 10 complete this form and/or sugges割onsfor reducing this burden，鎖。uldbe 5en! 10 the Chief InformatiむnOfficer， U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Depar加、ent01 Commerce， P.O. Box 1450嘗Alexandria.VA 22313・1450.00NOT SENO FEES OR COMPL在TEOFORMSTO
THIS AODRESS‘SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450， A1exandria， VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assJStance in completing的efonn.国 " 1.80ふPT，ひ9199and select option 2 
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PTO/A胤/01(06-12) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-∞32 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi回;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Pape叩 orkReduct旧nAct 01 1995， no pe四onsa憎 reQuired10 respond 10 a colleαion 01 inlonnation unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILlTY OR DESIGN APPLlCATION USING AN 
APPLlCATION DAτA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of 11εATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 
Invention I 

As the beiow named inventor， i hereby deciare that: 

This d帥 ration ロ
is directed 10: 

The attached application， or 

E r 14/204，497 United States application or PCT intemational application numbe 

filed n March 11，2014 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an 0付ginaljoint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in th沿 declarationis punishabfe under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years， or both， 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers， bank account numbers， or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authonzation form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to suppo拭apetition or an application. If this type of personal information is induded in documents submitted to the USPTO， 
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available 10 the public a代erpublication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in∞mpliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore， the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PTO・2038submitled for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and th告reforeare not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Jonath91'Y号aulDOWNING

S山
ム4
/ -・/

Date (Optional) : CJ J)J， ) /ふ

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIAl14 or equivalent)， inciuding naming the entire inventive entity， must accompany this form 
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIA01 form for each additionaJ inventor. 

This 副 Isction01 inlonnation is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The infonnation措 required10 obtain or relain a benefit by the public whlch出 tofile(剖d
by the USPTO to process) an appli回 tion.Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. Th国 collectionis estimated to take 1 minute 10 
complete. including gathering， pr'叩anng，and剖 bmi伽司the∞mplet，剖applicationform to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual碍 S札制y
comments on the am加 ntoltimeyoυreQυ"elo∞mpletethis fonn andlor suggestions for問ducingthis burden， should be sent 10 the Chiel Inl，朋nationOfficer，υS 
Patent and Trademark Office， U.S. Department 01 Commerce. P.O. Box 1450， Alexandria， VA 22313・1450.DO NOT SENO FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlsslonerfor Patents. P.O. Box 1450， A1exandria， VA 22313-1450， 

If you need assislance in compleling Ihe 伽m，call1・8件 Pl円ひ9199and S8恥 IoptJon 2 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 18640765 

Application Number: 14204497 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 1678 

Title of Invention: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 

Customer Number: 58766 

Filer: Steve D. Beyer/Cara Romero 

Filer Authorized By: Steve D. Beyer 

Attorney Docket Number: HMG1 P008 

Receipt Date: 01-APR-2014 

Filing Date: 11-MAR-2014 

TimeStamp: 18:02:48 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes)1 Multi Pages 

Number Message Digest Part I.zip (ifappl.) 

21017 
Applicant Response to Pre-Exam HMG1 P008_Response_to_lnfor 

no 
Formalities Notice mational_Notice.pdf 

a05f22e8c97706518cb26fd4b379b6567be 
03804 

Warnings: 

Information: Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 208 
 
 



520379 
2 Oath or Declaration filed HMGl P008_Decs_as_filed.pdf no 6 

c305dd47ab97a9fa944b45ecl d46de3cl c8 
42f6f 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 541396 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents， 
characterized by the applicant， and including page counts， where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card， as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.c. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)ー(d)and MPEP 506)， a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.c. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.c. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 UふC.371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt， in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810)， a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 05) will be issued in due course， subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security， and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com" 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766 

Apr 01，201405:29:39 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

Beyer Law Group LLP 
P. O. Box 51887 
Palo Alto， CA 94303-1887 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number， 58766 ， have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOし90
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record 

Application 
14204497 

Document 
M327 
APP.FILE.REC 

Mailroom Date 
04/01/2014 
04/01/2014 
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 To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses， please visit us anytime at 

https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions， please em創Ithe日ectronicBusiness Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the su同ectline or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday -Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice， 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLlCATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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PTO/AIAl82A (07-12) 

Approved for use Ihrough 11130/2014. OMB 0651-0035 
U.S. Palenl and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under Ihe Paperwork Reduclion AcI of 1995， no persons are required 10 respond 10 a colleclion of informalion unless il displays a valid OMB conlrol number 

This colleclion of informalion is required by 37 CFR 1.31， 1.32 and 1.33. The informalion is required 10 oblain or relain a benefil by Ihe public which is 10 file (and 
by Ihe USPTO 10 process) an applical旧n.Confidenlialily is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This colleclion is eslimaled 10 lake 3 minules 
10 complele， including galhering， preparing， and submitling Ihe compleled applical旧nform 10 Ihe USPTO. Time will vary depending upon Ihe individual case. Any 

commenls on Ihe amounl of lime you require 10 complele Ihis form and/or suggesl旧nsfor reducing Ihis burden， should be senl 10 Ihe Chief Informalion Officer， 
U.S. Palenl and Trademark Office， U.S. Deparlmenl of Commerce， P.O. Box 1450， Alexandria， VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 

FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents， P.O. Box 1450， Alexandria， VA 22313-1450. 

Ifyou need assistance in completing the form， call1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2 
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Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMGIP008 

Application No.: Unassigned 

Information Disclosure Applicant MIKSOVSKY et al. 

Statement By Applicant Filing Date Herewith 

Group Unassigned 

(U se Several Sheets if N ecessary) Page 1 of 1 

U.S. Patent Documents 

Examiner No. Patent No. Date Patentee Class Sub- Filing 
Initial class Date 

1. 2014/0026425 01/30/14 Kim 03/11/13 

2. D269，060 OS/24/83 Creamer 09/05/80 

3. D414，988 10/12/99 Santini 01/04/99 

4. D530，985 10/31/06 Evans 10/11/05 

5. D575，593 08/26/08 Svartstrom 12/05/07 

6. D633，344 03/01/11 Nordwall 06/10/10 

7. 5，845，403 12/08/98 Nivin 09/13/95 

Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application 

Examiner No. Document No. Publicati Country or Class Sub- Translation 
Initial on Date Patent Office Class Y回fNO

8. 

9. 

10. 

Other Documents 

Examiner 
Initial No. Author， Title， Place (e.g・Journal)of Publication， Date 

11. Alite， Cloverware Lite， http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-lite.html， 
downloaded on March 6， 2014. 

12. Alite， Cloverware 2.0， http://shop.alitedesigns .com/cloverware-538 .html， 
downloaded on March 6， 2014. 

13. Guyot， Microbites TM， https://www.guyotdesigns.com/product-microbites/. 
downloaded on March 6， 2014. 

14. Guyot， Utensils， https://www.guyotdesigns.com/utensils/. downloaded on March 
6，2014. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

|IEX捌刷in即e町r I戸Da“M叩Cω伽ω0佃側n削s伽 d 
Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Cloverware Lite [ Alite Designs 

Hom母 Shop Outsid母101

Homo ・Clov肘 wareLite 

命働御物的

Our C~overもへran; Lito enting utenL>ils are a pared rlovvn 

ソCどれれ ofnur Clcve作品開 2.0，Cireat for outdoor eating as 

1tlnc九l'む in the oHice， the Clover~/，f(.i. Je Lite utuれsU

，:;ct or:"!!T.'3 d日pork d~ld kJ、iiethat CHn scoup， fJoke， anci sllce 

¥'OUl tastγm訂 U;t~lr~. Made irom rocyclable， high 

lernp!況 はtun:nylon G CIむV8[v.;areLtte uj~nsih; are both 

fÍ ld，吋品~-;h(;l 丸afea山 J100〆BFA~freo Just like the 

;1 0， !he Cll下山I¥Ni.:neLltu ute日日ψh;are desi百ned

[;111f:オh!qfd.Lcrror l沿っγor日anlzatjむn_， stowq札 and

れに(パ tht;，';pOi aれ krHfe Cll{J.to 

υ;:llH.! ;;、i行付 lunqth Ui3.t'S idi.:ai ior cDokinヨ
'1 仁川行はじ7日fle;t?ZE;.d:riednwa/ pcuch， (1 fe~仇日比日

i】1¥!i'i'.l じλP;'I，;:、 i¥l!d 1l 令 toChO'Nγ 

;)f 砂か

コ口d:wn :UF~ ハモ

.: tu: れよりn 心

出:ilnd f(~仁 yddhlo

hf~at rW;L;U.日。tup to九ひ()'F

d日立"vY<l;..:hYIぺndhnd叩らiμ

じれ六fiヒCl¥itenld" br full引父ecookin:] t;)外

L!FETIME GUARANTEE 

/'¥!，ITr: i:.; dedlU.1ted to craftiれ[iproducts that embodγour 
:'::uperlυI口tandゐrdof wnrkrnanship， T.ll P!Or1uct.s are 

CO~;制収1 by a lifetime guarantee、Wemean it 

[(':>9. 守主6~//ド

持.∞ Uke ~ T明leet

会OTHERSTUFF衆

http://shop.alitedesigns.com/ cloverware-lite.html 

Page 1 of2 

Your Cart has no items 

Our Story Field Notes Contact 

Free shipping on orders over $75 

Let's go shopping→ 

3/6/2014 
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Cloverware Lite I Alite Designs 

Cloverware 2.0 

Etcetera 

About 

Blo百

Shop Onlme 

Where to Buy 

P玄8SS

Contact 

Ranger Station 

Alite Outpost 

母

Clover Cook 

Help 

FAQ 

Shipping 

Returns 

Warranly 

Terms 6 Conditions 

Privacy Policy 

Wholesale 

S'well Bottle 

Page 2 of2 

Squishy Bowl Set 

Tw忠告tsin the Wild 

New tab on our website . THE PARK SHOP! New Alite products S 

essential gear to join you on the next park j山 rney:

http;/It.co!ap滋MoCstkt

New to the outdoor Ietail world is @gowithoutwalls . a community of 

adventure seekers， 6 Alite出 apalt of the mix! http;/!t.co/tpgX6UESwS 

Let the hiking begin . The Big Oak Backpack is in our 'No Excuses 

Sale' for $89!! http;f/t.co/U勾yYNvrCR

Copyn百ht201会Al取 Desig出 lnc. Get Alite UJぬ tes X うO".~J.~柏崎ヂMωm lf you .. US， then follow us! 

http://shop.alitedesigns.com/ cloverware-lite.html 3/6/2014 
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Cloverware 2.0 I Alite Designs 

Ham邑 Shop Outsid母 101

Horne 心loverware2.む

命働例Z(/~2.0
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Squishy Bowl Set 

Tweets in the Wild 

New tab on our websile . THE PARK SHOP! New Alite products & 

essential gear to join you on the ぉextpark journey: 

http://t.co/apMMoCstkt 

New to the outdoor retail world is @gowithoutwalls働 acommunity of 

adventure seekers， S Alite同 apart of the mix! http://t.co/tpgX6UESwS 
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Microbites TM 

MicroBites 5 in 1 Utensil Set 
A spoon that is deep enough to hold SOup， a fork 

that's tines are wide enough to twirl spaghetti， a 
spr邑ader，a spatula and a knife thal is sharp 

enough 10 really cut. It really does cutl AII 
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Home Page 

Our Products 

Contact Us 

snapped together ready for your camp set or 

your day bag. Replace disposable utensils and 

feel great about itl A 2% of the sales of the 

MicroBites go to supporl organizations that help 

develop sustainable businesses 

SEARCH 

組
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Utensils 

Utensils 
A spoon that is deep enough to hold soup， a fork that's tines are wide enough to twirl spaghe世1，a 
spreader， a spatula and a knife that is sharp enough to really cut. It really does cutl AII of the virtues 
of our MicroBite set but designed with a handle that is long enough ぬれtinto a cookstove like JetBoil 
or scrape the last bit of goodness out of an MRE or freeze dried pouch. The Utensils are as great at 

home as they are on th巴traill

箇 ω
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 

Filing Date: 

Title of Invention: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY 

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Romero 

Attorney Docket Number: HMG1 P008 

Filed as Small Entity 

Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) Filing Fees 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Basic Filing: 

Utility filing Fee (Electronic filing) 4011 70 70 

Utility Search Fee 2111 300 300 

Utility Examination Fee 2311 360 360 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Claims in excess of 20 2202 15 40 600 

Independent Claims in Excess of 3 2201 210 210 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 
USD($) 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USD ($) 1540 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 18434215 

Application Number: 14204497 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 1678 
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Customer Number: 58766 
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Filer Authorized By: Tina Chen 

Attorney Docket Number: HMG1 P008 
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Filing Date: 
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Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 
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Payment Type Deposit Account 
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RAM confirmation Number 2907 

Deposit Account 504481 
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New Applications Under 35 U.S.c. 111 
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PTO/A仇114(12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless it contains a valid OMB conlrol number 

Attorney Docket Number HMG1P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

The applicat旧ndata sheet is part of the provis旧nalor nonprovis旧nalapplicat旧nfor which it is being submitled. The following form contains the 
bibl旧graphicdata arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as ou叫nedin 37 CFR 1.76 
This document may be completed electronically and submiUed to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed applicat旧n

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2 
l 口PO出onsor all 01 the application associa凶 withthis Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pu陪 uantto 
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 1 
I Remove I 

Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Christopher A MIKSOVSKY 

Residence Information (Select One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Active US Military Service 
City San Francisco I State/P剛 ince I CA I Country of Re副 encei I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 2140 Fell Street. #202 

Address 2 

City I San Francisco I State/P剛Ince
Postal Code I Country i 

Inventor 2 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Clint N SLONE 

Residence Information (Select One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Active US Military Service 
City San Francisco I State/P剛 ince I CA I Country of Re副 encei I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 703 Douglass Street 

Address 2 

City I San Francisco I State/P剛Ince
Postal Code I Country i 

Inventor 3 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Evelyne CHAUBERT 

Residence Information (Select One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Active US Military Service 

EFS Web 2.2.10 
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Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless比containsa valid OMB conlrol number 

|Attorney Docket Number I HMG1 P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . .. " .. . 

|Application Number …nvention I EA TI…NSILSYSTEM 
City I San Francisco I 5tate/Province I CA I Coun町 ofResidence i I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 81 Landers Slreel. #1 

Address 2 

City I San Francisco I 5tate/P剛Ince

Postal Code I Country i 

Inventor 4 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Charlie NGHIEM 

Residence Information (5elect One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Aclive US Mililary Service 
City Oakland I 5tate/P剛 ince I CA I Country of Re副 encei I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 1940 Irving Avenue 

Address 2 

City I Oakland I 5tate/P剛Ince

Postal Code I Country i 

Inventor 5 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Robe吋 Charles LANE 

Residence Information (5elect One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Aclive US Mililary Service 
City Larkspur 1 5凶 e/P剛 ince 1 CA 1 Country of Residence i 1 us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 116 Ward Slreel. #8 

Address 2 

City |凶kspur I 5tate/P剛Ince

Postal Code 1 Country i 

Inventor 6 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Jonalhan Paul DOWNING 

Residence Information (5elect One) ⑥ US Residency o Non US Residency o Aclive US Mililary S制限
City 8elmonl 1 5凶 e附 ovince 1 CA 1 Country of Residence i 1 us 

EFS Web 2.2.10 
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Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless比containsa valid OMB conlrol number 

|Attorney Docket Number I HMG1 P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . .. " .. . 

|Application Number …nvention I EA TI…NSILSYSTEM 
Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 2010 Monroe Avenue 

Address 2 

City I 8elmonl I State/P剛Ince

Postal Code I Country i 

AII Inventors Must 8e Listed -Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 
generated within this form by selecting the Add button 

Correspondence Information: 

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 

For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

口 AnAddress is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

Customer Number 58766 

Add 

Email Address I Add Email I 

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

Attorney Docket Number HMG1P008 I Small En叫 Stat四 Claimed 図

Application Type Nonprovisional 

Subject Matler Ulilily 

IRemove Emai 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) I Su伊 stedFigure加 Publication(if a附 I01 

Filing By Reference : 

Only compete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.s仁"l(c) and 37仁FR1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e.， "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Informat旧n"and "Foreign Priority Information") 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37仁FR1.53(b)， the description and any drawings ofthe present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application， subject to conditions and requirements of 37仁FR1.57(a) 

Application number ofthe previously 1 Filing da叩 YV-MM-DD) 1 1山 ualProper山川叩l
filed application 

Publication Information: 

口 RequestEarly Publication (Fee requi陪 dat time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Request Not to Publish. I herebヅrequestthat the attached application not be published under 
口 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and ce出fyth剖 theinvention disclosed in the at岡山edapplication has not and will not be the 
subje喧tof an application filed in another country， or under a multilateral international agreement， that requires 

publication at eighteen months after filing 

EFS Web 2.2.10 
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Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless比containsa valid OMB conlrol number 

|Altorney Docket Number I HMG1 P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . .. " .. . 

|Application Number …nvention I EA TI…NSILSYSTEM 
Representative Information: 

Representative inlormat旧nshould be provided lor all practit旧nershaving a power 01 a世orneyin the applicat旧n.Providing 
this inlormation in the Applicat旧nData Sheet does not constitute a power 01 a世orneyin the applicat旧n(see 37 CFR 1.32) 

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name sect旧nbelow. 1I both sect旧nsare completed the customer 
Number will be used lor the Representative Inlormat旧nduring processing 

Please Select One ⑥ Customer Number I 0 US Patent P旧ctitioner I 0 Limi凶 Re∞gnition(37 CFR 11.9) 

Customer Number 58766 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
This sect旧nallows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.s仁 119(e)，120， 121， or 365(c) or indicate National 5tage 

entry from a PCT applicat旧n.Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the specific reference required 

by 35 U.s.仁 119(e)or 120， and 37仁FR1.78. 

When referring to the current application， please leave the applicat旧nnumber blank 

Prior Application Status I Remove I 
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 

Additional Domestic BenefitlNational Stage Data may be generated within this form 
Add 

by selecting the Add bulton 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows lor the applicant to claim priority to a loreign application. Providing this inlormat旧nin the application data sheet 

constitutes the claim lor priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55(d). When priority is claimed to a loreign application 

that is eligible lor retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX) Ithe inlormation will be used by the 0間ceto 

automatically a世emptretrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(h)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program. applicant bears the ultimate 

responsibility lor ensuring that a copy 01 the loreign applicat旧nis received by the 0而celrom the pa吋icipatingloreign intellectual 

property office. or a ce吋iliedcopy 01 the loreign pr旧rityapplication is filed. within the time period specilied in 37 CFR 1.55(日)(1 ) 

I Remove I 

Application Number Country I Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Code
l 
(if applicable) 

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the 

Add bulton 
Add 
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Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless比containsa valid OMB conlrol number 

|Attorney Docket Number I HMG1 P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . .. " .. . 

|Application Number …nvention I EA TI…NSILSYSTEM 
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition 
Applications 

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16.2013 and (2) also 

contains. or contained at any time. a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March 

口 16，2013
NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78， this application， with a filing date on or after March 

16， 2013， will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA 

Authorization to Permit Access: 

図 Authorizationto Permit Access to the Instant Application by the Pa同IClp副 ngOffices 

If checked， the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO)， 
the Japan Patent Office (JPO)， the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)， the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO)， 
and any other intellectual prope吋yo而cesin which a loreign application claiming priority to the instant patent applicat旧n
IS刊edaccess to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14(c) and (h). This b田 shouldnot be checked il the applicant 

does not wish the EPO， JPO， KIPO， WIPO， or other intellectual property office in which a loreign applicat旧nclaiming priority 

to the instant patent application is liled to have access to the instant patent application 

In acco吋ancewith 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3)， access will be provided to a copy 01 the instant patent applicat旧nwith respect 

to: 1) the instant patent applicat旧n-as-liled;2) any loreign application to which the instant patent application 
claims pr旧rityunder 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) il a copy 01 the loreign application that satisfies the ce吋iliedcopy requirement 01 

37 CFR 1.55 has been liled in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-liled lrom which benelit is 

sought in the instant patent applicat旧n

In acco吋ancewith 37 CFR 1.14(c)， access may be provided to inlormation concerning the date 01 filing this Authorizat旧n

Applicant Information: 

Prov山l凶di川ngass剖l悶gnmen川ti川nlormati旧on1川nthi陪ssect 旧n does not substiはt加ut厄elor comp酬凶liancewiはthany r陀eqUlげr陀emen川t01 pa 吋30fTi社tl憎e37 01 CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office 

EFS Web 2.2.10 
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Approved for use through 01/31庖014.OMB 0651-0032 
u.s. Patent and Trademark 0冊目;U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995， no persons are required to respond to a colleclion of informalion unless比containsa valid OMB conlrol number 

|Attorney Docket Number I HMG1 P008 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . " " .， ， 

|Application Number …nvention I EA TI…NSILSYSTEM 
Applicant 1 I Remove I 
If Ihe applicanl is Ihe invenlor (or Ihe remaining joinl invenlor or invenlo目 under37 CFR 1.45)， Ihis seclion should nol be compleled 
The informal旧n10 be provided in Ihis seclion is Ihe name and address of Ihe legal represenlalive who is Ihe applicanl under 37 CFR 

1.43; or Ihe name and address of Ihe assignee， person 10 whom Ihe invenlor is under an obligalion 10 assign Ihe invenlion， or person 
who olhe附 iseshows sufficienl proprielary inleresl in Ihe matter who is Ihe applicanl under 37 CFR 1.46. If Ihe applicanl is an 
applicanl under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee， person 10 whom Ihe invenlor is obligaled 10 assign， or person who olherwise shows su間cienl
proprielary inleresl) logelher wilh one or more joinl invenlors， Ihen Ihe joinl invenlor or invenlors who are also Ihe applicanl should be 
idenlified in Ihis seclion 

Clear 

OA日Ignee 1 0 Leg山間e附
1

0 Joinl Invenlor 

⑨ P何e町r円s叩son町on川、t加ow附h、U四m。剖叩r町Y川 hei川川n川ve凹nt加。町"陪叩s。ぬbli附g伊at凶e吋dt旬oa制目叩lり伊gn 
1

0 Person who shows sufficienl proprielary inleresl 
If applicant is the legal representative， indicate the authority to file the patent application， the inventor is 
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EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] 百usapplication is related to U.S. Design Application No. 29/484，447， filed on 

March 10， 2014， which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to eating utensils. More particularly， the 

invention relates to combination eating utensils that may be suitable for佐ansport.

[0003] Eating utensils are used by people all over the world to bring food to their mouths. 

Sometimes， eating utensils， such as knives， are used to cut food to a size and shape suitable 

for placing in a person's mouth. In some Asian countries， chopsticks a配 typicallythe only 

eating utensils used although spoons a配 alsoused for soups in Asia. In Westem countries， 

forks， knives， and spoons are typically used as eating utensils. In still other countries， such as 

India and Ethiopia， hands are often used in place of utβnsils. 

[0004] Al由oughthese existing utensils work q山tewell， there are continuing efforts to 

develop new hybrid combinations of utensils that provide not only improved function and 

convenience but can also reduce the need for separate utensils. Such combination utensils 

are also mo配 easily回 nsported，as由eytake up less space. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In accordance with an embodiment， a combination fork and spoon system is 

provided. 百lecombination fork and spoon system includes a fork and a spoon. The fork 

includes a recess in a bottom surface and a pair of rails. Each rail is positioned along a 

portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of a handle. The spoon is configured to 

interlock with the fork either in a nested position or in an end to end configuration to form a 

single combination utensil. The spoon includes a handle that is capable of being slid between 

the rails. 

[0006] In accordance with another embodiment， a combination eating utensil is provided. 

The combination eating utensil includes a fork and a spoon. The fork has a handle connected 

to a head portion including a plurality of tines. At least one tine on a curved outer edge of 

the head portion has a chamfered outer edge along substantially its entire length. The 

chamfered edge tapers to a point where the handle is connected to the head portion. The 

spoon has a substantially pentagonal bowl portion having substantially flat side and end 

edges. The spoon and fork can be connected at their proximal ends. 

[0007] In accordance with yet another embodiment， a combination fork and spoon 

system is provided. The combination fork and spoon system includes a fork， a spoon， and an 

interlocking mechanism. The fork has a handle with a pair of rails along a portion of its side 

edges. The spoon has a handle slidable along the handle of the fork and the handle of the 

spoon is slidable between the rails of the fork. The interlocking mechanism is for 

interlocking the spoon and the fork either in a nested position or in an end to end position. 

[0008] According to yet another embodiment， a fork is provided. The fork includes a 

head portion connected to a handle portion. The head portion includes a plurality of tines. 

An outer tine has a curved chamfered outer edge that extends along substantially an entire 
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length of the head portion. The chamfered edge tapers to a point where the handle portion 

meets the head portion. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRA WINGS 

[0009] The invention， toge由erwith further 0吋ectsand advantages thereof， may best be 

understood by reference to the following description taken in co吋unctionwith the 

accompanying drawings in which: 

[0010] FIG. 1A is a top perspective of a combination spoon and fork system in its nested 

position in accordance with an embodiment. 

[0011] FIG. 1B is a top plan view of the combination spoon and fork system shown in 

FIG. 1A in its nested position. 

[0012] FIG. 2A is a bottom perspective view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 in its 

nested position. 

[0013] FIG. 2B is a bottom plan view of the embodiment shown in FIG.1 in its nested 

poslt1On. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a side view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0015] FIG. 4A is a top plan view of the fork separated from the spoon of the 

embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3. 

[0016] FIG. 4B is a top perspective view of由efork separated from the spoon of the 

embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3. 

[0017] FIG. 4C is a cross-sectional perspective view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A and 

4B. 

[0018] FIG. 4D is a cross-sectional end view of the handle portion of the fork shown in 

FIGS. 4A-4C. 

[0019] FIG. 4E is a detailed cut-away view of the handle portion of the fork shown in 

FIGS 4A-4D. 

[0020] FIG. 4F is a bottom plan view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A-4E 

[0021] FIG. 4G is a bottom perspective view of由efork shown in FIGS. 4A-4F. 
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[0022] FIG. 4H is a side view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A-4G. 

[0023] FIG. 5A is a top perspective view of the spoon separated from the fork of the 

embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3. 

[0024] FIG. 5B is a top plan view of the spoon shown in FIG. 5A. 

[0025] FIG. 5C is a bottom perspective view of the spoon shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B. 

[0026] FIG. 5D is a side view of the spoon shown in FIGS. 5A-5C. 

[0027] FIG. 6A is a perspective view of the combination spoon and fork system in the 

elongated combination utensil position in accordance with an embodiment. 

[0028] 

[0029] 

6B. 

[0030] 

[0031] 

FIG. 6B is a bottom plan view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 6A. 

FIG. 6C is a bottom perspective view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6A and 

FIG. 6D is a side view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6A-6C. 

FIG. 7 A is a top perspective view of an integral combination utensil in accordance 

with an embodiment. 

[0032] FIG. 7B is a bottom perspective view of the integral combination utensil shown in 

FIG.7A. 

[0033] FIG. 7C is a side view of the integral combination utensil shown in FIGS. 7 A and 

7B. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0034] The present invention 配 latesgenerally to combination eating utensils. 

[0035] Referring to Figs. 1-6， a combination spoon and fork system in accordance with 

one embodiment of the invention will be described. In the illustrated embodiment， the 

combination spoon and fork system 100 includes a spoon 110 and a fork 140由atcan nest 

toge由erfor storage and佐ansport.To form a single， longer combination utensil with a spoon 

on one end and a fork on the other end， the proximal ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 can 

slide toge由erand lock in place. A low profile interlocking mechanism is used to interlock 

the spoon 110 and the fork 140 in both the nested position and in the combination utensil 

mode. The spoon 110 and fork 140 can also be separated completely and used separately. 

[0036] Figs. 1A and 1B a配 topperspective and top plan views， respectively， of the 

combination spoon and fork system 100 in its nested position， in accordance with an 

embodiment. Figs. 2A and 2B are bottom perspective and bottom plan views， respectively， 

of the spoon and fork system 100 in its nested position. 

[0037] As shown in Figs. 1-3， the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be nested toge由erin a low 

profile manner for convenient storage and佐ansport.Fig. 3 is a side view of the combination 

spoon and fork system 100， which illustrates the low profile nature of the spoon and fork 

sys臼m100 nested position. In the illustrated embodiment， the fork 140 is nested over the 

spoon 110. 

[0038] As discussed above， the spoon 110 and the fork 140 can be separa臼dfrom one 

another and used separately. The geometries of the fork 140 and the spoon 110 will be 

described below. Figs. 4A and 4B are top plan and perspective views， respectively， of the 

fork 140 separated from由espoon 110. In the illustrated embodiment， the fork 140 has four 

tines 142， 144. It will be understood that， in other embodiments，由efork can have more or 
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fewer tines. The fork 140 has a head portion 141， which includes the tines， that is connected 

to a handle 146. 

[0039] Each tine 142， 144 has a sharp crest， which aids in spearing or piercing pieces of 

food so that the food can be picked up by the fork 140. In the illustrated embodiment， the 

two center tines 142 are straight and the two outer tines 144 each have a straight inner edge 

and a curved outer edge 145.百lecurved outer edges 145 of the outer tines 144 and the ends 

of the tines 142， 144 do not extend beyond the outer edges of the bowl portion of the spoon 

110， as shown in Figs. 1A and 1B. The curvature of the outer edges 145 can also be used for 

scraping food， as the curved edges 145 follow the curvature of a curved container， such as a 

bowl， better than the straight tines of many conventional forks. 

[0040] In addition to being curved， the outer edges 145 of the outer tines 144 are also 

tapered or chamfered such that the fork 140 can be used to cut through or separate foods that 

do not require a knife. 百letapered or chamfered outer edges 145 are shown in the cross-

sectional perspective view of Fig. 4C. As illustrated in Fig. 4C， the top surface of each of 

the outer edges 145 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated， each chamfered edge 145 has 

one end at the tip of the outer tine 144 and extends along the outer curved edge of the outer 

tine 144 to the position where the fork head 141 meets the handle 146. As shown in Figs. 

4A-4C， the chamfered edge 145 spans the entire width of the outer tine 144 at the tip. As the 

chamfered edge 145 extends down along the curved outer edge of the outer tine 144， the 

width of the chamfered edge 145 remains substantially the same until it begins to taper 

toward the end of the fork head 141. In the illustrated embodiment， the chamfered edge 145 

tapers and ends in a point where the fork head 141 meets the handle 146. Although the fork 

head 141 is described above as being connected to or meeting the handle 146， it will be 

understood that the fork is formed as an integral piece in this embodiment. 
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[0041] In a particular embodiment， the outer edges 145 are chamfered at an angle of 

about 20-25 degrees， and preferably at an angle of about 23 degrees. The outer edges 145 

have an edge width of about 1 mm at its widest point. In the illustrated embodiment， the 

outer edges 145 of both outer tines 144 are chamfered so that both outer edges 145 can easily 

be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user is right-handed or left-handed. 

[0042] In the illustrated embodiment， as shown in Figs. 1A and 1B， a safety feature is 

that when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are nested， the tines 142， 144 of the fork 140 do not 

extend as far as the end of the spoon 110 such that the tips of the tines 142， 144 cannot poke 

or stab someone or something when the fork 140 and spoon 110 are in the nested position. 

[0043] As shown in Figs. 1A and 4A， the center tines 142 have a longer length than the 

outer tines 144 and therefore extend farther distally than the outer tines 144， thereby forming 

a curve at the distal end of the fork 140. The curvature of the distal end of the fork 140 can 

match the curvature of the distal end of the spoon 110， but as noted above， the tips of the 

tines 142， 144 do not extend beyond the end edge of the spoon 110 when nested. As shown 

in Fig 1A， the bowl portion of the spoon 110 is slightly wider and longer than the 

corresponding portion of the fork 140 in the illustrated embodiment. 

[0044] The handle 146 of the fork 140 will be described with reference to Figs. 4D-4H. 

The handle 146 has a pair of rails 148 that extend downward from the bottom side of its two 

outer edges. The rails 148 aid in guiding the handle 146 of the fork 150 over the handle 114 

of the spoon 110 when the spoon handle 114 is slid between the rails 148 to either place the 

spoon 110 and fork 140 in the nested position or slid end over end to form an elongated 

combination eating utensil， as will be described in more detail below. The rails 148 also 

secure the spoon handle 114 to the handle 146 of the fork 140， as will be explained in more 

detail below. As shown in the side view of Figs. 3 and 6D， the rails 148 are very low profile， 

as they do not extend below the lowest bottom surface of the spoon handle 114 when the fork 

8 
HMG1P008 

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2004, Page 242 
 
 



140 and spoon 110 are either nested together or slid end over end to form the elongated 

combination eating utensil. Figs. 2A， 2B， 6B and 6C show that， in the illustrated 

embodiment， the rails 148 extend only to about halfway across the width of the chamfered 

edge 122 of the spoon 110. The low profile nature of the rails 148 allow more efficient 

stacking of the fork and spoon systems 100. 

[0045] The outer edge of each rails 148 is aligned and continuous with the outer edge of 

the rest of the fork handle 146. Further， the rails 148 taper inward so that the portion of the 

handle 146 with the rails 148 does not feel different from the rest of handle 146 when the 

fork 140 is held in a user' s hand. The inward tapering as well as the low pro白lenature of the 

rails 148 reduce the tactile impact they have on a user' s hand holding the fork. That is， the 

handle with low profile rails 148 feels better to hold than a handle having big protuberances， 

edges， etc. 

[0046] As shown in Fig. 4D， the handle portion 146 of the fork 140 has a slight upside 

down V-shape with a ridge 156 in the center when viewed from an end.百lecenter ridge 156 

is the highest point of the handle 146 and runs down the center along substantially the entire 

length of the handle 146. Each side of the handle 146 angles downward from the center line 

to the edge at an angle of about 75-80 degrees， and preferably about 79 degrees. 

[0047] The bottom of the fork handle 146 also includes a recess 150 that accommodates 

the contour of the top surface of the handle 114 of the spoon 110 as well as a crescent-shaped 

raised edge 116 on the proximal end of the spoon 110. As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G， the 

recess 150 has two straight end walls 162， 163， each acting as a hard stop when the raised 

edge 116 of the spoon 110 abuts the end wall. 

[0048] The recess 150 also includes two detents 152， 153， one near each end of the recess 

150. As will be explained in more detail below， the detents 152， 153 serve to snap and lock 

the spoon handle 114 in place relati ve to the handle 146 of the fork when the spoon 110 and 
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fork 140 are in the nested position as well as when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are attached 

end to end to form an elongated eating utensil， as shown in Figs. 6A-6D. 

[0049] The spoon 110 will be described below with reference to Figs. 5A-5D. Fig. 5A is 

a top perspective view of the spoon 110. The spoon 110 includes a head portion or bowl 112 

and a handle 114. 百leproximal end of the spoon handle 114 includes a crescent-shaped 

raised edge 116. As shown in the side view of Fig. 5D， the raised edge 116 protrudes above 

the top surface of the spoon handle 114. 

[0050] The spoon handle 114 and the fork handle 146 are contoured similarly. As shown 

in Fig. 5A， the spoon handle 114 has a ridge 120 in the center. The center ridge 120 is the 

highest point of the handle body (excluding the raised edge 116) and runs down the center 

along substantially the entire length of the handle 114. Each side of the handle 114 angles 

downward from the center line 118 to the edge at an angle of about 75-80 degrees， and 

preferably about 79 degrees. 

[0051] The bowl 112 of the spoon 110 has a substantially flat side edge 118， which 

allows for “scraping" food from of a container (e.g.， a yogurt container) or a bowl. A 

conventional spoon typically has a rounded edge that is not particularly effective for 

scraping. As illustrated， the side edge 118 and front edge 118b of the bowl 112 of the spoon 

110 is substantially flat， thus providing an effective surface for scraping. In the illustrated 

embodiment， as shown in Fig. 5B， the bowl 112 has a substantially elongated pentagonal 

shape with rounded comers. 

[0052] Also， as shown in the side view of Fig. 5D， the bowl 112 is angled upward to 

form a deeper bowl， which can be more efficient when scooping liquids， such as soups. In a 

particular embodiment， the bowl is angled upward at an angle of about 20-25 degrees， and 

preferably about 23 degrees. It will be noted that the spoon 110 has a deeper bowl 112 than 
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the co汀espondinghead portion 141 of the fork 140 so that the fork 140 can be nested on top 

of the spoon 110 in the nested position. 

[0053] In the illustrated embodiment， the bottom surface of each of the edges 122 of the 

handle 114 of the spoon 110 is tapered or chamfered so that the edge 122 can be used as a 

splitter or cutter， similar to the outer tines 144 of仕lefork 140. In the illustrated embodiment 

as shown in Fig. 5C， the chamfered edge 122 starts at the proximal end of the spoon 110 and 

extends along the entire length of the spoon handle 114. In a particular embodiment， the 

edges 122 are chamfered at an angle of about 65-70 degrees， and preferably about 67 

degrees， and each edge 122 has a width of about 0.7 mm at its widest point. The width 

remains substantially the same along the length of the chamfered edge 122 but tapers to end 

in a point where the spoon handle 114 meets the head portion or bowl 112， as shown in Fig. 

5C. Although the spoon head portion or bowl 112 is described above as being connected to 

or meeting the spoon handle 114， it will be understood that the spoon is formed as an integral 

piece in this embodiment. In the illustrated embodiment， both edges 122 are chamfered so 

that both edges 122 can easily be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user 

is right-handed or left-handed. 

[0054] The taper of the bottom surface edges 122 of the spoon handle 114 also allows for 

low profile rails 148 on the fork 140， as the edges 122 of the spoon 140 are configured to 

slide under and between the rails 148 of the fork 140 to either nest the spoon 110 and fork 

140 together or to form a longer combination eating utensil. That is， the bottom edges 122 

are chamfered at an angle that co汀espondsto the angle of the bottom surface of the rails 148 

on the fork 140. According to an embodiment， the height of the rails is about 1.5-3 mm and 

the height of the edges 122 is about 0.5 -1.75 mm. 

[0055] The rails 148 are so low pro白lethat when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are 

interlocked (whether in the nested position or connected in the elongated combination utensil 
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position)， the bottom of the spoon bow1 112 actually extends be10w the bottom of the rai1s 

148， as shown in the side view of Figs. 3 and 6D. 

[0056] The spoon 110 and fork 140 are formed of a p1astic materia1， such as a glass 

reinforced thermop1astic， that is suitab1e for food contact. A particu1arly suitab1e reinforced 

thermop1astic for forming the spoon 110 and fork 140 is glass filled ny1on. Compared with 

unreinforced ny1on， glass filled ny10n has increased structura1 s即時thand stiffness. 

Nested Position 

[0057] As shown in Figs. 1-3， the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be nested together for 

storage and/or佐ansport.In the nested position， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked 

with the spoon head 112 and the fork head 141 oriented the same way. An interlocking 

mechanism can 10ck the spoon 110 in p1ace re1ative to由efork 140， as will be described in 

more detai1 be1ow. 

[0058] As described above， there is a recess 150 in the bottom surface of the fork 140 

that is configured to receive the top surface spoon hand1e 114 and its crescent-shaped raised 

edge 116. To nest由espoon 110 and fork 140 together， the spoon 110 is自白tpositioned 

underneath the fork 140 in the same orientation (the spoon 110 and fork 140 are both facing 

up or both facing down) and both pointed in the same direction (the bow1 and tines pointβd in 

the same direction)， with the raised edge 116 at the proxima1 end of the spoon positioned in 

the recess 150 of the fork 140 1aterally between the rai1s 148 and the detent 153 closer to the 

dista1 end of the fork 140. The curvature of the crescent-shaped raised edge 116 co紅白ponds

to由ecurvature of the recess 150 such that the raised edge 116白tsnice1y in the recess 150. 

[0059] The raised edge 116 at proxima1 end of由espoon 110 is then slid 1aterally a10ng 

the recess 150 toward the proxima1 end of the fork 140 whi1e guiding the outer edges of the 

spoon hand1e 114 between the rai1s 148 unti1 the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped 
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face of the detent 152 closer to the proximal end of the fork 140. A greater force is then 

applied in the same direction to push the raised edge 116 over the gradually sloped face of 

the detent 152 and over the top of the detent 152 to engage the groove between the detent 152 

and the proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150. As the raised edge 116 is pushed over the 

gradually sloped face of the detent 152， the handle-ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 are 

bent away from each other. This bending allows the crescent of the raised edge 116 to ride 

up and over the detent 152.百ledistance between the ends of the rails 148 and the detent 152 

effectively creates beams in the spoon and fork ends that are made to bend through the 

pressing or pulling action. It will be appreciated that the snapping force can be tuned by such 

things as changing the length of the rails and/or the size of the detent. That is， longer rails 

results in shorter beams making it more difficult to deflect and snap. Conversely， shorter 

rails result in longer beams making it easier to deflect and snap. 

[0060] With the detent 152 snapped in the groove between the detent 152 and the 

proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked. The 

end wall 162 acts as a hard stop and prevents the spoon 110 from moving beyond the locked 

position and the detent 152 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in the opposite 

direction to disengage the fork 140. The rails 148 prevent the fork 140 and spoon 110 from 

being separated in the z-direction. 

[0061] It will be noted that the crescent shape of the raised edge 116 provides additional 

surface area to abut the end wall 162 to prevent the spoon 110 from sliding past the locked 

position. When the raised edge 116 engages the space between the detent 152 and the end 

wall 162， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked in the nested position and fairly 

significant force is required to disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the nested position 

because the raisαi edge 116 must move over the top of the detent 152 without the benefit of a 

gradually sloped face of the detent 152. It will be understood that greater force is necessaη 
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to disengage the spoon from the fork than is required to inter10ck the utensi1s in the nested 

position because the detent 152 is gradually sloped 1eading to the top of the detent 152 from 

the center of the dista1 end of the fork 140 whereas the opposite side of the detent 152 

opposite the end wall 162 is more steep1y ang1ed， as illustrated.百lemore gradually sloped 

face of the detent 152 makes it easier for the raised edge 116 to slide up to the top of the 

detent 152. According to an embodiment， the slope of the gradually sloped face of the detent 

is at an ang1e of about 15 degrees. The gradually sloped face can a1so be formed as a curved 

surface of about 4mm radius. 

[0062] As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G， there are two detents 152， 153. Each detent has an 

ang1ed face on both sides. The sides facing together or inward are more gradually sloped， and 

the sides facing away from each other are steep1y sloped. The inward-facing detent ang1es 

are more gradually sloped to permit easier nesting of the fork and spoon (as exp1ained above) 

or extension to form the e10ngated combination utensi1 (as exp1ained in more detai1 be1ow). 

The outward-facing detent ang1es are steeper making it more difficult to“un-snap" or 

disengage the spoon and fork from each configuration. 

[0063] To disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the interlocked nested position， the 

spoon 110 and fork 140 can simp1y be pulled apart from one another in the 1atera1 direction. 

A particu1ar1y convenient way to disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the interlocked 

nested position is to start with the nested spoon and fork system 100 upside down. Thus， 

with the bottom of the spoon 110 facing up， a user can ho1d the hand1es with a conventiona1 

grip whi1e using a thumb to push the bow1 112 toward the dista1 end to disengage the spoon 

110 and fork 140. With enough force app1ied， the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 will 

move over the nub 152 and the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 can slide a10ng the recess 

150 and the spoon hand1e 114 can slide between the rai1s 148 unti1 the raised edge 116 is 

once again between the rai1s 148 and the nub 152 closer to the dista1 portion of the fork 140. 
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When the raised edge 116 has moved past the rai1s 148， the spoon 110 can be disengaged 

from the fork 140 and separated. 

[0064] The rai1s 148 are centered 1aterally between the detents 152， 153， as shown in 

Figs. 4F and 4G. In the illustrated embodiment， the rai1s 148 are approximate1y ha1f the 

1ength of the recess 150.百le1ength as well as the position of the rai1s 148 a10ng the hand1e 

146 are important for a proper1y functioning interlocking mechanism. It will be appreciated 

that the rai1s 148 need to have a certain 1ength in order to adequate1y secure the hand1es 114， 

146 together when the spoon and fork are interlocked. The centering of the rai1s 148 1aterally 

with respect to the 1ength of the recess 150 and the positioning of the detents 152， 153 is 

important to allow for the raised edge 116 of the spoon hand1e 114 to engage the recess 150 

at one end of the recess and a1so for the raised edge 116 to engage the detent on the other end 

of the recess 150 to snap the spoon and fork in the interlocked position (whether nested or 

connected end to end to form a combination utensi1). 

EIOlll!ated Combination Utensil 

[0065] As mentioned above， the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be connected end to end to 

form an e10ngated combination utensi1 having a fork 140 on one end and a spoon 110 on由G

other end， with an e10ngated hand1e in between. Such an e10ngated utensi1 can be usefu1 in 

certain situations， such as stirring food in a pot or eating out of deep containers or bagged 

foods. 

[0066] The e10ngated combination utensi1 will be described with reference to Figs. 6A-

6D， which配 presentvarious views of the spoon 110 and fork 140 connected end to end to 

form the e10ngated combination utensil. The inter10cking mechanism for forming the 

e10ngated combination utensi1 is the same as由atfor the nested position except that it 

operates in the opposite direction， as exp1ained in more detai1 be1ow. 
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[0067] To assemb1e the combination utensi1， the fork 140 and spoon 110 are positioned 

facing opposite directions (with the spoon 110 on one end and the fork 140 on the other end) 

but with the same orientation (both facing up or both facing down). The raised edge 116 of 

the spoon 110 is then positioned in the recess 150 between the rai1s 148 and the detent 152 

closer to the proxima1 end of the fork 140. The spoon 110 is then slid toward the dista1 end 

of the fork 140， with the crescent-shaped raised edge 116 sliding a10ng the co汀esponding1y

shaped recess 150 and the outer edges of the spoon hand1e 114 between the rai1s 148. Once 

the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped face of the detβnt 153 closer to the dista1 end 

of the fork 140， additiona1 force is necessary to push the raised edge 116 up a10ng the ang1ed 

portion of the detent 153 and over the top of the detent 153 unti1 the raised edge 116 engages 

the groove between the detent 153 and the dista1 end wall 163 of the recess 150. With the 

raised edge 116 engaged in the groove between the detent 153 and the end wall 163， the 

spoon 110 and fork 140 are inter10cked in the e10ngated combination utensi1 position. 

[0068] It will be understood that the end wall 163 acts as a hard stop， preventing the 

spoon 110 from being slid further. The end wall 163 prevents the spoon 110 from moving 

beyond the 10cked position and the detent 153 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in 

the opposite direction to disengage the fork 140. The rai1s 148 not on1y prevent the fork 140 

and spoon 110 from being separated in the z-direction， but a1so prevent the fork and spoon 

from being separated by bending (both side-to-side and top-to-bottom bending) as well by 

torsion or twisting forces. 

[0069] When the raised edge 116 engages the groove between the detent 153 and the 

dista1 end wall 163 of the recess 150， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked in the 

combination utensi1 position and fairly significant force is required to disengage the spoon 

110 and fork 140 from this position. To disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140， with the 

spoon 110 and fork 140 are simp1y pulled apart in the 1atera1 direction. With enough force 
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app1ied， the gradually sloped face of the detent 153 exerts a norma1 force on the ends of the 

hand1es 114， 146， thereby bending them and allowing the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 to 

move over the top of the detent 153. The spoon 110 can then slide a10ng the recess 150 

between the rai1s 148 unti1 the raised edge 116 is once again positioned 1atβrally between the 

rai1s 148 and the detent 152 closer to the proxima1 portion of the fork 140. When the raised 

edge 116 has moved 1aterally past the rai1s 148， the spoon 110 can be disengaged from the 

fork 140 and separated. It will be understood that greater force is necessaηto disengage the 

spoon from the fork than is required to inter10ck the utensi1s because the detent 153 is more 

gradually sloped 1eading to the top of the detent 153 from the center of the proxima1 end of 

the fork 140 whereas the opposite face of the detent 153 opposite the end wall 163 is more 

steep1y sloped. According to an embodiment， the gradually sloped face of the detent is at an 

ang1e of about 15 degrees. 

[0070] As noted above， the spoon 110 and fork 140 are oriented in the same direction 

(with both heads 141， 112 facing up or both facing down) when connected end to end such 

that the combination spoon and fork system 100 has a substantially wide U-shaped 

configuration， as shown in Fig. 6D. It will be appreciated that the U-shaped configuration is 

comfortab1e for a user to ho1d and manipu1ate. With the spoon head 112 and the fork head 

141 oriented the same way， the fork head 141 does not get in the way of the user's hand 

when the combination utensi1 is being used as a spoon and when the combination utensi1 is 

being used as a fork， the spoon head 112 does not get in the way of the user' s hand. 

Inte2ral Combination Utensil 

[0071] According to another embodiment， an integra1 combination fork and spoon utensi1 

200 is shown in Figs. 7 A-7C. This embodiment is re1ated to concurrent1y fi1ed U.S. Design 

App1ication No. 29/484，553， which is incorporated herein by reference. This embodiment is 
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similar to the elongated combination utensil shown in Figs. 6A-6D except that this 

embodiment is formed as a single integral unit. The handle 210 is positioned laterally 

between a spoon 220 on one end and a fork 240 on the other end. 

[0072] The fork 240 has a head portion 241， which includes the tines， that is connected to 

handle 210. In the illus佐atedembodiment， the fork 240 has two substantially straight center 

tines 242. The two outer tines 244 each have a substantially straight inner edge and a curved 

outer edge 245. The curvature of the outer edges 245 can also be used for scraping food from 

a container， as the curved edges 245 follow the curvature of a curved container， such as a 

bowl， better than the straight tines of many conventional forks. In the illustrated 

embodiment， the fork 240 has four tines 242， 244. It will be understood that， in other 

embodiments， the fork can have more or fewer tines. Each tine 242， 244 has a pointed tip， 

which aids in spearing or piercing pieces of food so that the food can be picked up by the 

fork 240. 

[0073] In addition to being curved， the outer edges 245 of the two outer tines 244 are also 

tapered or chamfered such that the fork 240 can be used to cut through or separate foods that 

do not require a knife. As illustrated in Fig. 7 A， the top surface of each of the outer edges 

245 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated in Fig. 7 A， the top surface of each of the curved 

outer edges 245 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated， each chamfered edge 245 has one 

end at the pointed tip of the outer tine 244 and extends along the outer curved edge of the 

outer tine 244 to the position where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. As shown in 

Fig. 7 A， the chamfered edge 245 spans the entire width of the outer tine 244 at the pointed 

tip. As the chamfered edge 245 extends down along the curved outer edge of the outer tine 

244， the width of the chamfered edge 145 remains substantially the same until it begins to 

taper toward the end of the fork head 241. In the illustrated embodiment， the chamfered edge 

245 tapers and ends in a point where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. In a particular 
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embodiment， the outer edges 245 are chamfered at an angle of about 20-25 degrees， and 

preferably about 23 degrees， and the chamfered edge has a width of about lmm. In the 

illustrated embodiment， the outer edges 245 of both outer tines 244 are chamfered so that 

both outer edges 245 can easily be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user 

is right-handed or left-handed. In the illustrated embodiment， the center tines 242 are longer 

than and extend further distally than the outer tines 244， thereby forming a curve at the distal 

end of the fork 240 when viewed from the top. 

[0074] The spoon 220 has a head portion or bow1212 on its distal end. The bow1212 of 

the spoon 220 has a substantially flat side edge 218 and end edge 218b， which allows for 

“scraping" food from of a container (e.g.， a yogurt container) or a bowl. As shown in the 

side view of Fig. 7C， the bowl 212 is angled upward to form a deeper bowl， which can be 

more efficient when scooping liquids， such as soups. In a particular embodiment， the bowl 

212 is angled upward at an angle of about 20-25 degrees， and preferably about 23 degrees. 

In the illustrated embodiment， the bowl 212 has a substantially elongated pentagonal shape 

with rounded comers. 

[0075] It will be noted that the integral combination fork and spoon utensil 200 can be 

formed with a handle of any desired length. That is， the handle can be a standard length， or if 

desired， the handle can be shorter or elongated. In a particular embodiment， the handle has a 

length of about 165mm. Similar to the elongated combination utensil described above， the 

integral combination utensil also has a substantially wide U-shaped configuration with the 

spoon 210 and fork 240 are oriented in the same direction (with both heads 241， 212 facing 

up or both facing down) when connected end to end such that the integral combination spoon 

and fork system 200 has a substantially wide U-shaped configuration， as shown in Fig. 7C. 

As noted above， the substantially U-shaped configuration is comfortable for a user to hold 

and manipulate. With the spoon head 212 and the fork head 241 oriented the same way， the 
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fork head 241 does not get in the way of the user' s hand when the integral combination 

utensil is being used as a spoon. When the integral combination utensil is being used as a 

fork， the spoon head 212 does not get in the way of the user's hand. 

[0076] Although only a few embodiments of the invention have been described in detail， 

it should be appreciated that the invention may be implemented in many other forms without 

departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. In view of all of the foregoing， it should 

be apparent that the present embodiments are illustrative and not restrictive and the invention 

is not limited to the details given herein， but may be modified within the scope and 

equivalents of the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork including a recess in a bottom surface and a pair of rails， each rail along 

a portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of a handle; and 

a spoon configured to interlock with the fork either in a nested position or in 

an end to end configuration to form a single combination utensil， the spoon including 

a handle that is capable of being slid between the rails. 

2. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the fork 

has a plurality of tines， wherein at least one tine on an outer edge of the fork has a 

chamfered outer edge. 

3. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， wherein the 

chamfered outer edge tapers at an end near the handle of the fork. 

4. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the 

handle of the spoon has a chamfered outer edge. 

5. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 4， wherein the 

chamfered outer edge of the handle of the spoon is slidable under the rails. 

6. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the 

spoon further comprises a bowl portion having a substantially flat side edge. 

7. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the 
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spoon further comprises a raised edge on its proxima1 end. 

8. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 7， wherein the 

raised edge is configured to slide within the recess. 

9. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 7， wherein the 

recess has one or more detents configured to engage the raised edge. 

10. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 8， wherein the 

raised edge is crescent-shaped and the recess is curved co汀espondingto a curvature 

of the raised edge. 

11. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 6， wherein the 

bow1 portion of the spoon is ang1ed upward. 

12. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 2， wherein the 

tines do not extend beyond an outer edge of the spoon when the fork and spoon are in 

the nested position. 

13. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 1， wherein the fork 

and spoon are formed of a glass reinforced thermop1astic material. 

14. A combination eating utensi1， comprising: 

a fork having a hand1e connected to a head portion including p1ura1ity of tines， 

wherein at 1east one tine on a curved outer edge of the head portion has a chamfered 
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outer edge a10ng substantially its entire 1ength， the chamfered edge tapering to a point 

where the hand1e is connected to the head portion; and 

a spoon having a substantially pentagona1 bow1 portion having substantially 

flat side and end edges， wherein the spoon and fork can be connected at their 

proxima1 ends. 

15. The combination eating utensi1 as recited in claim 14， wherein the fork and 

spoon are integrally formed. 

16. The combination eating utensi1 as recited in claim 14， wherein the fork further 

comprises a pair of rai1s， wherein each rai1 extends downward a10ng a portion of an 

outer edge of the bottom surface of a hand1e portion， and wherein the spoon 

comprises a hand1e capab1e of sliding between the rai1s. 

17. The combination eating utensi1 as recited in claim 16， further comprising an 

interlocking mechanism configured to interlock the spoon with the fork either in a 

nested position or in an end to end configuration. 

18. The combination eating utensi1 as recited in claim 17， wherein the inter10cking 

mechanism comprises: 

the rai1s; 

a recess on a bottom surface of the hand1e portion of the fork， the recess 

configured to receive a top surface of the hand1e of the spoon， and wherein the recess 

has a detent positioned near an end; and 

a raised edge on the top surface at a proxima1 end of the hand1e of the spoon， 
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the raised edge configured to engage a groove between the detent and an end wall of 

the recess. 

19. The combination eating utensil as recited in claim 16， wherein the handle of 

the spoon has chamfered side edges on its bottom surface that slide under the rails. 

20. The combination eating utensil as recited in claim 17， wherein the tines of the 

fork do not extβnd beyond a distal end of the spoon when the spoon and fork are 

interlocked in the nested position. 

21. The combination eating utensil as recited in claim 18， wherein the recess has a 

first detent positioned near a first end and a second detent positioned near a second 

end. 

22. The combination eating utensil as recited in claim 21， wherein the raised edge 

is configured to engage a groove between the first detent and the first end wall in the 

nested position and wherein the raised edge is configured to engage a groove between 

the second detent and the second end wall in the end to end configuration. 

23. A combination fork and spoon system， comprising: 

a fork having a handle with a pair of rails along a portion of its side edges; 

a spoon having a handle slidable along the handle of the fork， wherein the 

handle of the spoon is slidable between the rails; and 

an interlocking mechanism for interlocking the spoon and the fork either in a 

nested position or in an end to end position. 
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24. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

interlocking mechanism comprises: 

a raised edge at a proximal end of a top surface of the spoon; 

and a pair of detents wi由ina recess in a bottom surface of the handle of the 

fork， each detent spaced apart from an end wall of the recess to form a groove， 

wherein the raised edge can be slid over a detent to engage the groove to interlock the 

spoon and fork. 

25. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 24， wherein the 

raised edge is substantially crescent-shaped. 

26. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

handle of the fork is configured to slide over the handle of the spoon. 

27. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

fork has at least one outer tine having a chamfered outer edge. 

28. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

handle of the spoon has at least one chamfered side edge. 

29. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

spoon has a bowl with a substantially flat side edge. 

30. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， wherein the 

spoon has a bowl with a substantially flat end edge. 
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31. The combination fork and spoon system as recited in claim 23， where the 

spoon and fork both have head portions oriented the same direction such that the 

combination fork and spoon system is substantially U-shaped when viewed from its 

side in the end to end position. 

32. A fork， comprising: 

a head portion including a plurality of tines， wherein an outer tine has a curved 

chamfered outer edge， the chamfered outer edge extending along substantially an 

entire length of the head portion; and 

a handle portion connected to the head portion， wherein the chamfered edge 

tapers to a point where the handle portion meets the head portion. 

33. The fork as recited in claim 32， wherein the chamfered edge spans an entire 

width of the outer tine at a distal tip of the outer tine. 

34. The fork as recited in claim 32， wherein the fork has two outer tines， each 

having a curved chamfered outer edge. 

35. The fork as recited in claim 32， wherein the fork is integrally formed of a glass 

reinforced thermoplastic material. 
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EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A combination spoon and fork system capable of being stored in a nested 

configuration or used as a combination eating utensil with the spoon and fork 

connected end to end. An interlocking mechanism can interlock the spoon and fork in 

either the nested position or in the end to end configuration. The interlocking system 

allows the handle of the spoon to slide between rails on the handle of the fork and to 

snap and lock the spoon in place either nested with the fork or end to end with the 

fork to form an elongated combination eating utensil. The spoon and fork of the 

system can also be used separately from one another. 
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