To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Dec 15, 2022 03:25:16 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 ISSUE.NTF 12/14/2022 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/725,397 01/03/2023 11540654 HMG1P008D2D1 9049
58766 7590 12/14/2022
Beyer Law Group LLP

P.O.Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is O day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should
be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Patents Stakeholder Experience (OPSE),
Stakeholder Support Division (SSD) at (571)-272-4200.

INVENTORC(S) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional inventors):

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY, San Francisco, CA;
Clint N. SLONE, San Francisco, CA;

Evelyne CHAUBERT, San Francisco, CA;
Charlie NGHIEM, QOakland, CA;

Robert Charles LANE, Belmont, CA;

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

humangear, Inc., San Francisco, CA;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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Receipt date: 11/08/2022 16/725,387 - GAU: 3724

Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397
Information Disclosure Applicant humangear, Inc.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date December 23, 2019
Group 3724
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 1 of 1
Date Submitted November 8, 2022

U.S. Patent Documents

Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- | Filing
Initial class | Date
1. [2021/0022531 01/28/21 | FORKAN 07/23/20
2. 12021/0045555 02/18/21 | Green 08/16/19
C hange(s) appiie 3. 12020/0022674 SLRH29 | =CHOANG [ _gorov 11/02/20
- C) ) } - E E
to c{ocument) 4. 1/2020
/KDD/ >
12,/8/2022
Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application
Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class | Yes |No
6.

Other Documents

Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

7. | Office Action from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated September 7, 2022.

8. | Notice of Allowance from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated October 3,
2022.

10.

Examiner /Jazon Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 11/21/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 3
ATI REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JDP/



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D2D1 9049
58766 7590 11/28/2022 | A AMINGR |
Beyer Law Group LLP
P.O.Box 51887 PRONE, JASON D
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3724
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
11/28/2022 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY etal.
Response to Rule 312 Communication Examiner Art Unit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 | Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

1. M The amendment filed on 21 November 2022 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been:

a) ¥
by [
C)D

entered.
entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention.

disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee.

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1)
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue.

disapproved. See explanation below.
entered in part. See explanation below.

not entered because the supplemental or corrected Application Data sheet (ADS)
(J was not accompanied by a petition to accept an unintentionally delayed claim under 37 CFR 1.55 or 27 CFR 1.78;
(O did not identify the information being changed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.76(c)(2);
(J was not properly signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.76(e) (or 37 CFR 1.33(b) for applications filed prior to
September 16, 2012).

fJason Daniel Prone/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-271 (Rev. 08-21) Response to Rule 312 Communication Part of Paper No. 20221121

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 5




Receipt date:

11/08/2022 16/725,397 - GAU:

OR TO ENTER: /Jbp/

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on November 8, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito

AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE, BEFORE OR WITH PAYMENT OF ISSUE
FEE PURSUANT to 37 C.F.R. §1.312

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

Prior to the issuance of the above-identified application as a patent, please amend the

patent application as follows:
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2 of this

paper.
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 6
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Receipt date: 11/08/2022 16/725,387 - GAU: 3724

Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397
Information Disclosure Applicant humangear, Inc.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date December 23, 2019
Group 3724
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 1 of 1
Date Submitted November 8, 2022

U.S. Patent Documents

Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- | Filing
Initial class | Date
1. 12021/0022531 01/28/21 | FORKAN 07/23/20
2. [2021/0045555 02/18/21 | Green 08/16/19
3. 12020/0022674 01/27/22 | CHUANG 11/02/20
4.
5.

Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application

Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class | Yes |No

Other Documents

Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

7. | Office Action from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated September 7, 2022.

8. | Notice of Allowance from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated October 3,
2022.

10.

Examiner /Jazon Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 11/21/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 7
ATI REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JDP/



To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Nov 28, 2022 03:24:19 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 N271 11/28/2022 HMG1P008D2D1
1449 11/28/2022 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on November 8, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito

AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE, BEFORE OR WITH PAYMENT OF ISSUE
FEE PURSUANT to 37 C.F.R. §1.312

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

Prior to the issuance of the above-identified application as a patent, please amend the

patent application as follows:
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2 of this

paper.
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 9



The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1.-9. (Cancelled)

10. (Previously Presented) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer tines, each outer tine having (i) a
proximal base (ii) a corresponding curved outer tine edge that is part of a corresponding outer
edge of the fork head, and (iii) a corresponding chamfered surface extending laterally inward

from the corresponding outer edge of the fork head;
a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally
towards the handle beyond the proximal base such that the curved outer tine edge acts as a

splitting feature.

11. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

12. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 11 wherein the eating utensil

is formed from a glass filled nylon.

13. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein an outer edge of

the spoon head is substantially five-sided.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 10



14. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each side edge
of the spoon head is substantially flat and substantially rounded corners connect adjacent side

edges.

15. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each chamfered

outer edge tapers to a corresponding point where the handle portion meets the fork head portion.

16. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the plurality of
tines includes the two outer and two inner tines, each of the inner tines having a proximal base

end and a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base ends of inner tines.

17. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the handle has
side edges that connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of the handle and the

side edges of the handle are substantially parallel over a majority of a length of the handle.

18. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each chamfered
surface extends along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the outer tine to

a location proximal to a widest portion of the fork head.

19. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein when the eating
utensil is viewed from a side with the concave spoon bowl portion and the concave fork bowl
portion facing up and a visible side edge of the handle extending horizontally, a visible one of

the outer edges of the fork head does not dip below the visible side edge of the handle.

20. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the chamfered

surfaces each have a chamfer angle in the range of about 20-25 degrees.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 11



21. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the outer tine

edges of the outer tines each have a width of about 1 millimeter.

22. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil formed from a glass reinforced thermoplastic

material, the eating utensil further comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines
having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the proximal base ends of the outer tines being wider
than the proximal base ends of the inner tines and wherein each of the two outer tines has{-=
preximal-base—G#) further includes (i) a corresponding curved outer tine edge that is part of a

corresponding outer edge of the fork head, and &Giy (ii) a corresponding chamfered surface

extending laterally inward from the corresponding outer edge of the fork head;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion wherein an outer edge of the spoon

head is substantially five-sided;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding one of the outer edges of the fork head
proximally towards the handle beyond the proximal base such that the curved outer tine edge

acts as a splitting feature.

23. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 22 wherein the eating utensil

is formed from a glass filled nylon.

24. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork

bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a proximal base, (ii) a
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curved first outer tine edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (iii) a chamfered

surface extending laterally inward from the first outer tine edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein a front
surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, and a

front surface of the handle;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally

formed with the handle at a second end of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends
along the first outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond the proximal

base such that the curved first outer tine edge acts as a splitting feature.

25. (Cancelled)

26. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim [[25]] 24 wherein the front
surface of the eating utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion.

27. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 wherein the plurality of
tines include a second outer tine, the second outer tine having (iv) a proximal base, (v) a curved
second outer tine edge that is part of a second outer edge of the fork head and (vi) a second
chamfered surface extending laterally inward from the second outer tine edge of the second outer
tine, wherein the second chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and
extends along the second outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond the

proximal base such that the curved second outer tine edge acts as a splitting feature.

28. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the chamfered
surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first outer tine to the
handle and tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the chamfered

surface extends proximally beyond a widest portion of the fork head.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 13



29. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

30. (Previously Presented) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having a curved first outer tine
edge, wherein a top surface of the curved first outer tine edge is tapered to allow the curved first

outer tine edge to act as a splitting feature;
a spoon head having a spoon bowl portion; and

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a top surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the spoon bowl portion and a top

surface of the handle.

31. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a proximal base (ii) a
curved first outer tine edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (iii) a tapered
surface on a front surface of the eating utensil, the tapered surface extending laterally inward

from the first outer tine edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein the
front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion,

and a front surface of the handle;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally

formed with the handle at a second end of the handle; and

wherein the tapered surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head proximally
towards the handle beyond the proximal base such that the curved first outer tine edge acts as a

splitting feature.
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32. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

33. (Cancelled)

34, (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim [[33]] 31 wherein the front
surface of the eating utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion.

35. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31 wherein the plurality of
tines include a second outer tine, the second outer tine having &t} (iv) a curved second outer tine
edge that is part of a second outer edge of the fork head and G+ (v) a second tapered surface
extending laterally inward from the second outer tine edge of the second outer tine, wherein the
second tapered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along the second
outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the second

outer tine to help define a second curved splitting feature.

36. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the tapered
surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first outer tine to the
handle and tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the tapered surface

extends proximally beyond a widest portion of the fork head.
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REMARKS

Examiner Prone is thanked for the Notice of Allowance.

Upon reviewing the allowed claim set (as amended), it appeared that a few of the claims
had minor inconsistencies which have been addressed in the amendments set forth above. For
example, the amended claim 22 added element “a proximal base”, to the definition of the outer
tines. However, the proximal base was previously recited in the claim and the proposed
amendments are believed to address that inconsistency. In another example, claim 31 was
amended by the Examiner’s amendments such that it includes sub-elements (i), (ii) and (iii). As
such, claim 35 (which depends from claim 31) has been amended to relabel the further sub-

elements recited therein as sub-elements (iv) and (v) [rather than (iii) and (iv)].

Further, it is noted that independent claim 24 has been amended to include the limitations
of former dependent claim 25 and independent claim 31 has been amended to include the
limitations of former dependent claim 33. This is done so that all pending claim are directed at
utensils having both fork and spoon heads. Claims directed at utensils having the fork head alone
will be pursued in a separate application. Pursuant to the amendments to claims 24 and 31,

former dependent claims 25 and 33 have been cancelled.

If the Office has any questions or concerns regarding the 312 amendments set forth
above, Examiner Prone is encouraged to contact the undersigned or Tina Chen at the number set

forth below.

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP
/Steve D Beyer/

Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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6 Transmittal Letter HMG1 P008D2D1d_fIDS_Issue_Fe no 2
e.p 56e54cc370212ed4ae7720ffbc3768482248]
672a
Warnings:
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Information:

51491
HMG1P008D2D1_Rule_312_A
7 yes 8
mendment.pdf
28dc8052e7b20d00dd06add0e05¢313442
172247
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Amendment after Notice of Allowance (Rule 312) 1 1
Claims 2 7
Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 8 8
Warnings:
Information:
42324
8 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
a40c9d5191afc4291cb272cffe3f7b0533cdby
823
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes): 2198806

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on November 8, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito

RULE 312 AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:
Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application.

The fee has been calculated as shown below.

Claims ngh'est Present Small Entity Large Entity
Alter Previously Extra Rate Fee Rate Fee
Amendment Paid For x
Total Claims | 25 MINUS | 36 0 x50 =%0.00| x100=8$0.00
Independent | 5 MINUS | 05 0 x 240 =$0.00 | x 480 = $0.00
Claims
Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previously Paid
Total $0.00 $0.00
X Applicant(s) believe that no (additional) Extension of Time is required; however, if it is determined

that such an extension is required, Applicant(s) hereby petition that such an extension be granted
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR
1.136 to Deposit Account No. 50-4481.

= Please charge the required fees, or any additional fees required to facilitate filing the enclosed
response, to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/
Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Coraplete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EF3-Web.
By mail, send to:  Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

v

s 1 through 5 should be co

is form should be used for mwanswtting the [SSUE FEE snd PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Block
¢ including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the curr
\

therwise i Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FE
\Ime A certifi

I

further corr

INSTRUCTIO
sp
below or directed

ITCR
2 ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notitications.
: n only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Tmnnnmal This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additiopal paper, such as an assighment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
58766 7590 110772022 Certificate of Malling or Transmission
I hereby certify that this Feels) Transmittal is being deposited with the United

Bever Law Group LLP !
Y P States Posial Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope

=]

NT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

2

P. 3. Box 51887 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Palo Alto. CA 94303-1887 the USPTO via BEFS-Web or by § tile to (371) 273-2888, on the dare helow.
> , U 3t |
Enn Salt(} {Typed or printed naine)
/Erin Saito/ Signatey
November 8 2022 (aie)
E APPLICATION NO. i FILING DATE E FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. E CONFIRMATION NG, I
16/723,367 124232019 Christopher A. MIKSOVEKY HAMGIPOOSD2D] 9049
TITLE OF INVENTION: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM
E APPLN, TYPE I ENTITY STATUS i {88UE FEE DUE E PUBLICATION FEE DUE I PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE E TOTAL FEE(S) DUE E DATE DUE I
nonprovisional SMALL $600 30.00 SO0 $600 020772023
E EXAMINER ; ART UNIT E CLASS-SURCLASS I
PRONE, JASON D 3724 030-156000
i. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, hist
CER 1.363). (11 The names of up to 3 regisiered patent atiorneys | ~
e o - J or agents OR. alternatively., ' i Bever Law Group LLP
8 Change of cotrespondence address (or Change of Correspondence (q) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

Address form PTO/ATAN22 or PTO/SRA22) attached. . g . p
ved atiorney or i) and the nrames of up to 2
egistered patent d[i@l"l"\/b or agf,ms, H no pame i3

sted, no name will be pring

Lod “Pee Address” indiuation (or "Fee Address” Indication form PTO/
AIAJAT or PTOYSB/4AT, Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of 3
Customer Number is veguired.
. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT {print or type}
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. I an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A} NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B} RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

(43

(€8]

humangear, Inc. San Francisco, CA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories {will not be printed on the patent) © lwd Individual &3 Corporation or other privare group entity lwd Government

4a. Fees submitted: Krssue Feo [ JPublication Fee { (f required) I Advance Order - # of Copies 03
4b. Method of Payment: {Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above}
Lof Electronic Payment via FFS-Web {4 Pnciosed check [d Nop-electronic payment by credit card {Attach form PTO-2038)

X..i The Drector is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 5 04481

3. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Emny Status { \:.VL forms PTO/SR/ISA and 15B), 1\s,u°

-er sment in the micro entity amount wit! not be acce pied at the risk of application abandonment.
plication was previously ur nieto entity siarus ng this box will be taken

ification of loss of entitlement to micro entit ¥ st atus.

“hecking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or mierc

entity status, a5 applicable.

L Applicant certifying micro enfity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

L Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

L4 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NGTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signatire requirements and certifications

Authorized Signature /Steve D Beyer/ pae  MNovember 8, 2022
Typed or printed name Steve D Bever Registrarion No. 31 ,234

Page 2 of 3
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Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397
Information Disclosure Applicant humangear, Inc.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date December 23, 2019
Group 3724
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 1 of 1
Date Submitted November 8, 2022

U.S. Patent Documents

Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- | Filing
Initial class | Date
1. 12021/0022531 01/28/21 | FORKAN 07/23/20
2. [2021/0045555 02/18/21 | Green 08/16/19
3. 12020/0022674 01/27/22 | CHUANG 11/02/20
4.
5.

Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application

Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class | Yes |No

Other Documents

Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

7. | Office Action from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated September 7, 2022.

8. | Notice of Allowance from U.S. Application No. 17/844,634 dated October 3,
2022.

10.

Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
17/844.634 06/20/2022 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG 1P008D4 1717
58766 7590 00/07/2022 | A AMINGR |
Beyer Law Group LLP
P.O.Box 51887 PRONE, JASON D
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3724
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
09/07/2022 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

17/844,634 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 8-5-22.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1-17 and 21-24 is/are rejected.
8) Claim(s) 18-20 and 25-27 is/are objected to.
9) (J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.
Application Papers
10)(J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[ The drawing(s) filed on 6-20-22 is/are: a)¥ accepted or b)) objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[(] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[d All b)(J Some** ¢)(J None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20220830
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
Election/Restrictions
2. Applicant’s election without traverse of Species A in the reply filed on 8-5-22 is
acknowledged.
Double Patenting

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory double
patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at
least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference
claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have
been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.qg., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46
USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed.
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum,
686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619
(CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d)
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory

double patenting provided the reference application or patent either is shown to be
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 3
Art Unit: 3724

commonly owned with the examined application, or claims an invention made as a
result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. See
MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file
provisions of the AlA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §§ 706.02(1)(1) -
706.02(1)(3) for applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file
provisions of the AIA. A terminal disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR
1.321(b).

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be
used. Please visit www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. The filing date of the application
in which the form is filed determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26,
PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may
be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal Disclaimer that meets
all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission. For
more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to
www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-1.jsp.

4. Claims 1-17 and 21-24 are rejected on the grounds of nonstatutory obviousness-
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-21 of patent 10,568,447.
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from
each other because it is clear that all elements of claims 1-17 and 21-24 of the instant
invention 17/844,634 are found in claims 1-21 of patent 10,568,447. The differences
between claims 1-17 and 21-24 of 17/844,634 and claims 1-21 of patent 10,568,447 lies
in the fact that patent 10,568,447 claims include more features and is thus much more

specific (for example, claims 1 and 18 require a first one of the fork catch features being
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 4
Art Unit: 3724

closer to a proximal end of the fork handle than a second one of the fork catch
features). Thus claims 1-17 and 21-24 of 17/844,634 are in effect a “species” of the
“generic” invention of claims 1-21 of patent 10,568,447. It has been held that the
generic invention is “anticipated” by the “species”. See In re Goodman, 29 USPQ2d
2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Since claims 1-17 and 21-24 of 17/844,634 is anticipated by
claims 1-21 of patent 10,568,447, it is not patentably distinct from claims 1-21. In
claims 1 and 18 of patent 10,568,447, it is noted that in order for the one catch feature
to be closer to the proximal end than the other catch feature in combination with each of
the catch features roles in defining the nested and extended orientations, the fork catch
features are spaced in a way that can be considered longitudinally.
Allowable Subject Matter
5. Claims 18-20 and 25-27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims.
Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-
3:30 pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 5
Art Unit: 3724

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Sean M Michalski can be reached on (571)272-6752. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-
273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

30 August 2022
‘dason Danisl Prone/

Primary Bxaminer, Art Unit 3724
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Notice of Referernces Cited

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under

17/844,634 Reexamination
MIKSOVSKY et al.

Examiner Art Unit

JASON D PRONE 3724 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Countlr:;o(fj::g;-el\?:n’:lbirrlgiig Code MI\/ID- ?}iYY Name CPC Classification US Classification
* | A | US-20210022531-A1 01-2021 FORKAN; Conor A47G21/06 17
* B | US-20210045555-A1 02-2021 Green; Stephanie Ann A47G21/04 1M
* | C | US-20220022674-A1 01-2022 CHUANG; MING-HAN A47G21/04 17

D

E

F

G

H

|

J

K

L

M

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Countlr:;oc(;::g;—el\:]:n’:lbirrlgiig Code MI\/ID- ?}?{YY Country Name CPC Classification

N

0]

P

Q

R

S

T

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)

u

\

W

X

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

Notice of References Cited

Part of Paper No. 20220830
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Receipt date: 06/20/2022 17/844,8634 - GAU: 3724
Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMG1P008D4
Application No.: Unassigned
Information Disclosure Applicant Humangear, Inc.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date Herewith
Group Unassigned
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 1 of 10
Date Submitted June 20, 2022
U.S. Patent Documents
Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- [ Filing Date
Initial class
1. |1,053,387 02/18/1913 | Hawley 01/09/1912
2. [1,229,696 06/12/1917 | Woods 08/23/1916
3. 1,271,679 07/09/1918 | Duckett 01/17/1918
4. (1,277,205 08/27/1918 | Evans 04/09/1917
5. (1,337,174 04/13/1920 | Whyte 09/26/1919
6. |[1,348,762 08/03/1920 | Suzuki 03/12/1919
7. 1,372,325 03/22/1921 | Willemin 04/09/1919
8. [1.425,750 08/15/1922 | Crawford 12/20/1920
9. [1,452,337 04/17/1923 | Brecel 11/16/21
10. | 1,699,248 01/15/1929 | Pasal 11/19/1923
11. | 1,868,289 07/19/1932 | Leidel 05/22/1930
12. 1,984,081 12/11/1934 | Pisculli 03/30/1934
13. (10,518,402 12/31/19 Polen 01/20/16
14. 10,568,447 02725720 Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
15. 10,857,661 12/08/20 Miksovsky et al. 06/12/19
16. 2,010,074 08/06/35 Fuerst 04/16/35
17. 2,109,016 02/22/1938 | Ringer 01/23/1937
18. 2,251,842 08/05/1941 | Hill 06/02/39
19. 2,318,129 05/04/1943 | Torode 06/02/1941
20. (2,439,882 04/20/1948 | Beddow 04/01/1946
21. (2,470,492 05/17/1949 | Jenkins 01/30/1946
22. 2,505,122 04/25/1950 | Krieger, Jr. 05/26/1947
23. (2,542,600 02/20/1951 | Vaccarezza 07/15/1948
24. (2,610,400 09/16/1952 | Wendling 06/05/50
25. 2,752,678 07/03/1956 | Welch 12/24/1954
26. [2003/0024126 02/06/03 Liu 08/03/01
Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Receipt date:

ng/20/2022

17/844,634 - GAU: 3724

Form 1449 (Modified)

Information Disclosure

Statement By Applicant

(Use Several Sheets if Necessary)

Atty Docket No. HMGI1P008D4

Application No.: Unassigned

Applicant Humangear, Inc.

Filing Date Herewith

Group Unassigned
Page 2 of 10

Date Submitted June 20, 2022

27. {2003/0029044 02/13/03 Mattson et al. 08/10/01
28. 12003/0110644 06/19/03 Miller 12/18/01
29. [2005/0066531 03/31/05 Hougland 09/25/03
30. [2005/0155229 07/21/05 Lee 07/28/04
31. | 2006/0248732 11/09/06 Straube 05/04/05
32. |2007/0084063 04/19/07 Hughes 11/09/06
33. [2007/0124943 06/07/07 Hougland 10/11/06
34. [2007/0251103 11/01/07 Rhodes III 05/01/06
35. | 2008/0000092 01/03/08 Vanguard 06/30/06
36. | 2008/0016698 01/24/08 Simpson 07/21/06
37. [2008/0148575 06/26/08 Chan 12/22/06
38. [ 2008/0256807 10/23/08 Kirkup 04/12/08
39. 12009/0172949 07/09/09 Watts 07/16/07
40. [2009/0178284 07/16/09 Lane 01/11/08
41. [2009/0205209 08/20/09 Tovar 02/16/08
42. (2009/0293283 12/03/09 Hsu 05/30/08
43. [2010/0206885 08/19/10 Bowden et al. 02/19/10
44. [2010/0218382 09/02/10 Scott 03/02/09
45. [2011/0091521 04/21/11 Omelchenko 04/12/10
46. 12012/0036724 02/16/12 Walters 07/22/11
47. 12012/0297628 11/29/12 Rayko et al. 05/23/11
48. [2013/0152406 06/20/13 McFarland 12/20/11
49. 12014/0026425 01/30/14 Kim 03/11/13
50. [2015/0014329 01/15/15 Konopatsky 07/09/13
51. [2015/0257562 09/17/15 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
52. [2017/0000276 01/05/17 Miksovsky et al. 09/16/16
53. [2019/0104873 04/11/19 Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
54. [2019/0381651 12/19/19 Miksovsky et al. 06/12/19
55. 13,014,277 12/26/1961 | Geckler 06/23/60
Examiner Date Considered

/Jason Daniel Prone/

08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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56. (3,121,951 02/25/1964 | Green 12/12/60
57. 3,138,871 06/30/1964 | Sears 10/21/63
38. 3,586,161 06/22/1971 | Fong et al. 07/10/69
39. {3,596,965 08/03/1971 | Woofter 10/22/1968
60. (3,630,249 12/28/1971 | Brunwin 02/20/70
61. 3,771,224 11/13/1973 | Bono, Jr. 02/03/1972
62. 3,967,376 07/06/1976 | Foley 02/05/1974
63. [3,991,466 11/16/1976 | Smith 02/09/76
64. (32,916 07/23/1861 | Richards
65. 33,703 11/12/1861 | Hardie
66. [34,069 01/07/1862 | Neill
67. 134,098 01/07/1862 | Hardie et al.
63. 34,712 03/18/1862 | Cables
69. |398,264 02/19/1889 | Kisner 12/3/1888
70. 14,317,284 03/02/1982 | Prindle 03/21/1980
71. | 4,377,035 03/22/83 Dalichow 03/12/81
72. 14,425,711 01/17/84 Wood et al. 11/12/80
73. 14,524,512 06/25/85 Formo et al. 04/25/83
74. 4,615,120 10/07/86 Newman 12/21/84
75. 14,625,404 12/02/86 Valente et al. 02/19/85
76. (4,771,541 09/20/88 Bouchakian 07/13/87
77. 4,835,864 06/06/89 Tang 02/22/88
78. 4,984,367 01/15/91 Albanese 01/08/90
79. 14,995,154 02/26/91 Bamber 08/16/89
80. [46,832 03/14/1865 | Thorne
81. 5,197,623 03/30/93 Wang 09/18/92
82. 15,327,650 06/12/94 Rojas 10/14/93
83. [5,542,181 08/06/96 Gaylord 07/31/95
84. [5,735,050 04/07/98 Hsieh 04/14/97
Examiner Date Considered

/Jason Daniel Prone/

g8/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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85. 5,845,403 12/08/98 Nivin 09/13/95
86. [5,904,250 05/18/99 De Schutter 09/02/94
87. 15,940,974 08/24/99 Lee 06/15/98
88. 6,055,733 05/02/00 Chen 05/03/99
89. 16,145,204 11/14/00 Cash 10/15/99
90. 6,151,999 11/28/00 Eklind 07/06/99
91. 16,374,500 04/23/02 Stein et al. 05/02/01
92. 6,463,662 10/15/02 Coscia et al. 04/09/01
93. 6,647,828 11/18/03 Hakim 09/23/02
94. (671,740 04/09/1901 | Wattne 12/10/1900
95. 675,475 06/04/1901 | Glover 10/08/1900
96. 7,013,568 03/21/06 Schmidt 09/08/04
97. 17,816,634 10/19/10 Guide, Jr. et al. 03/22/06
98. 17,856,722 12/28/10 Lago-Arenas 09/27/04
99. 8,296,957 10/30/12 Muehlemann 03/06/07
100.| 8,635,780 01/28/14 Abul 06/17/13
101.] 8,689,453 04/08/14 Vogan 05/24/12
102. 8,726,525 05/20/14 Bagley et al. 01/13/11
103.] 8,839,522 09/23/14 Walters 07/22/11
104.] 812,424 02/13/1906 | Hellmuth 08/26/1905
105. | 849,098 04/02/1907 | Aufrichtig 03/08/1906
106. [ 854,745 05/28/1907 | King 03/15/1906
107.( 870,413 11/05/1907 | Brown 06/25/1907
108.] 88,370 03/30/1869 | Cox

109.19,061,429 06/23/15 Barber 03/15/13
110.1 9,434,590 09/06/16 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
111.] 9,468,321 10/18/16 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
112.1 9,549,626 01/24/17 Truog et al. 11/13/14
113.1972,777 10/11/1910 | Richardson 03/11/1909

Examiner Date Considered 0R/30/2022

/Jason Daniel Prone/

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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114.|1 D143,431 01/01/1946 | Lapin 10/16/45
115.|1 D149,920 08/29/1950 | Pavlinetz 11/28/1947
116.{D184,317 01/27/1959 | McArthur 07/25/57
117.|1 D199,630 11/24/1964 | Dedic, Sr. 02/17/64
118.| D209,704 12/26/1967 | Siune et al. 01/24/1967
119.(D210,549 03/19/1968 | O’Brien 01/23/1967
120. [ D241,302 09/07/1976 | Scigliano 12/17/1974
121.( D249,926 10/17/1978 | Wong 01/14/77
122.1 D269,060 05/24/83 Creamer 09/05/80
123.(D284,442 07/01/86 Chan 03/06/84
124.1 D30,129 02/07/1899 | Whitcomb et al. 12/24/1898
125.| D31,575 10/03/1899 | Phillips et al. 08/25/1899
126.| D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
127.( D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
128.| D325,855 05/05/92 Rea, Sr. 09/18/91
129.(D342,422 12/21/93 Sanford 02/08/90
130.| D347,975 06/21/94 Zeller 08/27/93
131.( D362,160 09/12/95 Brabeck et al. 07/02/93
132.({D376,514 12/17/96 Torkelson 04/08/96
133.| D388,664 01/06/98 Gagnon et al. 12/09/96
134.|1 D391,123 02/24/98 Rey et al. 02/19/97
135.1 D396,613 08/04/1998 | Cousins 06/30/1997
136.| D401,481 11/24/98 Boilard et al. 11/25/97
137.({D412,813 08/17/99 Roskind et al. 10/13/98
138.| D414,988 10/12/99 Santini 01/04/99
139.{ D414,988 10/12/99 Santini 01/04/99
140. [ D491,419 06/15/04 White et al. 05/02/03
141.{ D509,708 09/20/05 Schmidt 06/18/04
142.{D53,165 04/01/1919 | Janosik 01/23/1919
Examiner Date Considered

/Jason Daniel Prone/

08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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143.| D530,985 10/31/06 Evans 10/11/05
144. [ D530,986 10/31/06 Lago-Arenas 10/01/04
145.1 D533,034 12/05/06 Wasserman 08/11/04
146.| D535,857 01/30/07 Bristow 12/22/05
147.1 D536,221 02/06/07 Kamins 10/06/04
148.( D536,222 02/06/07 Heiberg et al. 06/08/05
149.| D537,302 02/27/07 Vrhovski 01/17/06
150.| D554,951 11/13/2007 | McGrath 01/25/07
151.| D563,737 03/11/08 Shane-Schuldt 10/03/07
152.| D575,593 08/26/08 Svartstrém 12/05/07
153.| D587,075 02/24/09 Dibnah et al. 04/25/08
154.1 D59,869 11/29/1921 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
155.|1 D60,369 02/07/1922 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
156.| D608,602 01/26/10 Davies et al. 06/01/09
157.| D609,060 02/02/10 Pallotto 03/31/09
158.| D612,692 03/30/10 Menceles 08/11/09
159.| D617,156 06/08/10 Griffith 10/08/09
160.| D618,070 06/22/10 Jalet et al. 06/29/09
161.| D625,153 10/12/10 Gallop et al. 09/25/08
162.| D63,047 09/25/1923 | Adler 03/19/1923
163.| D633,344 03/01/11 Nordwall 06/10/10
164.| D637,309 05/03/11 Park 08/18/10
165.| D656,799 04/03/12 Lebeau 03/28/11
166.| D673,431 01/01/13 Glavin et al. 07/18/12
167.| D676,286 02/19/13 Lion et al. 06/07/12
168.| D686,045 07/16/13 Stewart et al. 03/07/12
169.| D690,156 09/24/13 Apple et al. 03/04/13
170.{ D705,020 05/20/14 Fraser et al. 05/07/13
171.| D706,586 06/10/14 Kestenbaum 04/22/13

Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 0R/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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172.|1 D718,093 11/25/14 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
173.| D722,837 02/24/15 Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
174.( D730,049 05/26/15 Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
175.|1 D739,685 09/29/15 Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
176.( D740,079 10/06/15 Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
177.| D745,339 12/15/15 Cetti 06/18/14
178. D746,644 01/05/16 Cai 09/26/14
179.| D747,159 01/12/16 Frost 05/22/14
180.| D752,918 04/05/16 Katopis 10/27/14
181.| D753,447 04/12/16 Busboom 12/15/14
182.1 D756,171 05/17/16 Mou 12/09/13
183.(D756,172 05/17/16 Mou 12/09/13
184.D758,808 06/14/16 Gatewood 03/18/15
185.(D782,254 03/28/17 Joseph 09/29/15
186. [ D794,400 08/15/17 Young 02/26/16
187.{ D807,127 01/09/18 Levi 08/02/16
188.| D812,994 03/20/18 Mundhra 07/28/17
189.| D812,995 03/20/18 Mundhra 07/28/17
190.| D813,616 03/27/18 Mundhra 07/28/17
191.(D816,432 05/01/18 Huang 05/15/17
192.| D825,104 08/07/18 Simard et al. 12/31/15
193.( D828,730 09/18/18 Gauss et al. 08/03/17
194. D834,887 12/04/18 Miksovsky et al. 03/29/18
195.( D842,662 03/12/19 Bloch et al. 10/11/17
196.| D862,996 10/15/19 Miksovsky et al. 06/15/18
197.| D862,997 10/15/19 Miksovsky et al. 06/16/18
198.| D93,956 11/27/1934 | Wilson 05/01/1934
199.| RE7,925 10/23/1877 | Ulmer
200.| RE9,687 05/03/1881 | Cox

Examiner Date Considered

/¥ason Daniel Prone/

38/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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201.1 10,555,629 02/11/20 Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
202.| D873,094 01/21/20 Bloch 07/18/18
203.(D910,386 02/16/21 Pontano et al. 06/14/19
204.1 D909,821 02/09/21 Frazee et al. 06/14/19
205. [ D882,350 04/28/20 Rubenson et al. 05/15/18
206. | 2020/0383506 12/10/20 Rubenson et al. 11/16/18
207. [ 2017/0208976 07/27/17 Muise et al. 01/04/17
208.| D845,085 04/09/19 Miksovsky et al. 09/21/18
Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application
Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class | Yes |No
209.| WO 2013/095407 06/27/13 | PCT
210.10 129 495 12/27/84 | EP
211.|DE 44 17 037 12/03/98 | DE Abstract
212.(22,788 09/02/1915 | GB
213.| CN 202874843 04/17/13 |CN Abstract
214.| CN 200945058 09/12/07 | CN Abstract
215.| CN201691585 01/05/11 |CN Abstract
216.| CN202234496 05/30/12 |CN Abstract
217.1203424719 02/12/14 | CN Abstract
218.| WO 2015/138218 09/17/15 | PCT
219.|GB 1337613 11/14/73 | GB
220. | 102068177 05/25/11 |CN Abstract
221. (2373000 04/12/00 |CN Abstract
222.12231889 07/31/96 |CN Abstract
223.12006-247086 09/21/06 |JP Abstract
Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Other Documents

Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

224. | Alite, Cloverware Lite, http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-lite.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

225, | Alite, Cloverware 2.0, http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-538.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

226. | Guyot, Microbites ™, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/product-microbites/,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

227. | Guyot, Utensils, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/utensils/, downloaded on March
6,2014.

228. | International Search Report dated July 8, 2015 from International Application
No. PCT/US2015/019017.

229. | Written Opinion dated July 8, 2015 from International Application No.
PCT/US2015/019017.

230. | Chinese Office Action dated April 27,2017 from Chinese Application No.
201580022197.1.

231. | Chinese Office Action dated August 1, 2017 from Chinese Application No.
201611163525.2.

232. | European Search Report dated June 16, 2017 from European Application No.
16202786.3-1653.

233. | European Office Action dated October 17, 2018 from European Patent
Application No. 16 202 786.6 - 1011.

234. | Light My Fire, Spork original,
http://www.lightmyfire.com/products/products/spork/spork-original.aspx,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

235. | Primus, Folding Spork, http://store.primuscamping.com/cookware/utensils-and-
accessories/primus-folding-spork-black/, downloaded on March 6, 2014.

236. | DCI, Swivel Spork & Knife Set, http://shop.dcigift.com/p/swivel-spork-knife-set,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

237. | MSR Folding Camp Utensils, https://www.msrgear.com/cookware/folding-
utensils, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

238. | GSI Outdoors, Telescoping Foon, http://www.gsioutdoors.com/telescoping-
foon.html, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

239. | GSI Outdoors, Pivot Spatula, http://www.gsioutdoors.com/pivot-spatula.html,
downloaded on September 20, 2018.

240. | Chinese Office Action dated August 2, 2019 from Chinese Application No.
201810024557.7.

Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 40
ATI REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JDP/



Receipt date:

ng/20/2022

17/844,634 - GAU: 3724

Form 1449 (Modified)

Information Disclosure

Statement By Applicant

(Use Several Sheets if Necessary)

Atty Docket No. HMGI1P008D4
Application No.: Unassigned
Applicant Humangear, Inc.
Filing Date Herewith

Group Unassigned

Page 10 of 10

Date Submitted

June 20, 2022

241. | Extended European Search Report dated October 22, 2019 from European
Application No. 18208165.3-1011/3488740.

242. | European Office Action dated March 5, 2020 from European Application No. 16
202 786.6 — 1011.

Examiner

/Jason Daniel Prone/

Date Considered 08/30/2022

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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Other Documents
Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date
3. | Screenshot of Wildo product from the Internet Archive dated February 24, 2012
and downloaded from the internet on July 13, 2022,
https://web.archive.org/web/20120224230642/http:/www.wildo.se:80/.
4.
Examiner Date Considered
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
58766 7590 10/03/2022
Beyer Law Group LLP PRONE, JASON D
P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3724
DATE MAILED: 10/03/2022
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
17/844.,634 06/20/2022 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D4 1717

TITLE OF INVENTION: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $600 $0.00 $0.00 $600 01/03/2023

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

58766 7590 10/03/2022 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Beyer Law GI'Ollp LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P. O. Box 51887 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-288S5, on the date below.

(Typed or printed name)

(Signature)|

(Date)|

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

17/844.,634 06/20/2022 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D4 1717

TITLE OF INVENTION: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional SMALL $600 $0.00 $0.00 $600 01/03/2023
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
PRONE, JASON D 3724 030-150000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively, 1

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence

Address form PTO/AIA/122 or PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

(] "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
AIA/A7 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a
Customer Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individuat [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [ Missue Fee [JpPublication Fee (if required) [_JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
17/844.,634 06/20/2022 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008SD4 1717
| EXAMINER |
58766 7590 10/03/2022
Beyer Law Group LLP PRONE, JASON D
P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |

3724

DATE MAILED: 10/03/2022

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routhhunaangear Federa»St12008; Rage14
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.



Application No. Applicant(s)
) o 17/844,634 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.} This communication is responsive to the amendment recevied 9-12-22.
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-30 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www._uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:
a) LJAll b) (J Some* ¢) [J None of the:
1. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6..J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2.0 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. J Other .

of Biological Material
4.{] Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.

{Jason Daniel Prone/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20220922
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

Reasons for Allowance
1. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: none of the
prior art incorporates a system incorporating a fork catch features and a guide portion
cooperating with a spoon with a catch feature to define the specifics of the nested and
extended orientations in combination with the remaining limitations.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(571)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-3:30
pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Sean M Michalski can be reached on (571)272-6752. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 17/844,634 Page 3
Art Unit: 3724

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is
available to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center,
visit: https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-
center for more information about Patent Center and
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about filing in DOCX format. For
additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service
Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

22 September 2022

/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on November 8, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
AFTER FINAL ACTION OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE
(37 CFR §§ 1.56 AND 1.97(d))

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

The reference(s) identified in the attached PTO Form 1449, (copies of non-U.S.
references are attached), may be material to examination of the above-identified patent
application. Applicants submit the reference(s) in compliance with their duty of disclosure
pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97. The Examiner is requested to make the identified

reference(s) of official record in this application.

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this application

does not exist, or that the reference(s) indeed constitutes prior art.

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of a final
action under §1.113 or a notice of allowance under §1.311, but before or with payment of the

issue fee.

HMG1P008D2D1 1
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Accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement is the fee set forth in 37 CFR

1.17(p) and the Statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e).

Statement Under 37 CFR §1.97(e)

|X| The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in the information

disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was
known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement.

Authorization for Deposit Account

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account 50-4481 for $130.00
in payment of the Information Disclosure Statement Fee. If it is determined that any additional
fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50-

4481 (Order No. HMG1P008D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/
Steve D Beyer
Registration No.: 31,234
P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 51



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
58766 7590 11/07/2022
Beyer Law Group LLP PRONE, JASON D
P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3724
DATE MAILED: 11/07/2022
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P00SD2D1 9049

TITLE OF INVENTION: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $600 $0.00 $0.00 $600 02/07/2023

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

58766 7590 11/07/2022 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Beyer Law GI'Ollp LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P. O. Box 51887 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-288S5, on the date below.

(Typed or printed name)

(Signature)|

(Date)|

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D2D1 9049

TITLE OF INVENTION: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional SMALL $600 $0.00 $0.00 $600 02/07/2023
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
PRONE, JASON D 3724 030-150000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively, 1

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence

Address form PTO/AIA/122 or PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

(] "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
AIA/A7 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a
Customer Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individuat [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [ Missue Fee [JpPublication Fee (if required) [_JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P00SD2D1 9049
| EXAMINER |
58766 7590 11/07/2022
Beyer Law Group LLP PRONE, JASON D
P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |

3724

DATE MAILED: 11/07/2022

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routhhunaangear FbderakxSt2008; Rage1dw
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.



Application No. Applicant(s)
) o 16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.} This communication is responsive to the amendment after-final received 10-17-22.
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 10-36 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www._uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:
a) LJAll b) (J Some* ¢) [J None of the:
1. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6..J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. ¥} Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2.0 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. ¥} Other PTO 2323.

of Biological Material
4.[¥) Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.

{Jason Daniel Prone/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20221028
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT

1. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in an interview with
Steve D. Beyer on 10-28-22.

The application has been amended as follows:

e In Claim 10 lines 3-4, the phrase “having (i) a corresponding curved” has
been replaced with --having (i) a proximal base, (ii) a corresponding
curved--.

e In Claim 10 line 5, the phrase “and (ii) a corresponding chamfered” has
been replaced with --and (iii) a corresponding chamfered--.

e In Claim 10 lines 14-15, the phrase “beyond a proximal base of such
chamfered surface’s corresponding outer tine and helps define a
corresponding curved chamfered splitting feature” has been replaced with
--beyond the proximal base such that the curved outer tine edge acts as a
splitting feature--.

e In Claim 22 line 6, the phrase “has (i) a corresponding curved” has been
replaced with --has (i) a proximal base, (ii} a corresponding curved--.

e In Claim 22 lines 7-8, the phrase “and (ii) a corresponding chamfered”

has been replaced with --and (iii) a corresponding chamfered--.
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Art Unit: 3724

In Claim 22 lines 18-19, the phrase “beyond a proximal base of
corresponding one of the outer tines and helps define a corresponding
curved chamfered splitting feature” has been replaced with --beyond the
proximal base such that the curved outer tine edge acts as a splitting
feature--.

In Claim 24 line 3, the phrase “having (i) a curved first” has been replaced
with --having (i) a proximal base, (ii) a curved first--.

In Claim 24 line 4, the phrase “and (ii} a chamfered” has been replaced
with --and (iii) a chamfered--.

In Claim 24 lines 10-11, the phrase “beyond a proximal base of the first
outer tine and helps define a curved chamfered splitting feature” has been
replaced with --beyond the proximal base such that the curved first outer
tine edge acts as a splitting feature--.

In Claim 27 line 2, the phrase “having (iii) a curved second” has been
replaced with --having (iv) a proximal base, (v) a curved second--.

In Claim 27 line 3, the phrase “and (iv) a second chamfered” has been
replaced with --and (vi) a second chamfered--.

In Claim 27 lines 6-7, the phrase “beyond a proximal base of the second
outer tine and helps define a second curved chamfered splitting feature”
has been replaced with --beyond the proximal base such that the curved

second outer tine edge acts as a splitting feature--.
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Art Unit: 3724

In Claim 30 lines 4-5, the phrase “tapered to help define a curved splitting
feature” has been replaced with --tapered to allow the curved first outer
tine edge to act as a splitting feature--.

In Claim 31 line 3, the phrase “having (i) a curved first” has been replaced
with --having (i) a proximal base, (ii) a curved first--.

In Claim 31 line 4, the phrase “and (ii) a tapered” has been replaced with
--and (iii) a tapered--.

In Claim 31 lines 11-12, the phrase “beyond a proximal base of the first
outer tine and help define a curved splitting feature” has been replaced
with --beyond the proximal base such that the curved first outer tine edge
acts as a splitting feature--.

Reasons for Allowance

2. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: none of the

prior art a utensil having a fork with an outer tine having a chamfered surface on the

front surface of the utensil in combination with the remaining limitations. Light My Fire

Spork (NPL 5-7-21) incorporates such a surface but fails to include the chamfered

surface on the front surface as defined by the claim There appears to be no justification

to modify the above mentioned references, in any combination to meet the requirements

of the claimed invention as set forth in the claims.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on

Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 5
Art Unit: 3724

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(571)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-3:30
pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Sean M Michalski can be reached on (571)272-6752. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-
273-8300.

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is
available to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center,
visit: https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-
center for more information about Patent Center and
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about filing in DOCX format. For
additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service

Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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28 October 2022
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY etal.
. s . E i A AlA (First Inventor P
Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary | ST AT o o) Status age
3724 | Yes 1of1

JASON D PRONE Primary Examiner Telephonic
STEVE D BEYER Attorney

Date of Interview: 28 October 2022

Issues Discussed:

Proposed Amendment(s)
Examiner received permission to use the attached amendments via an Examiner amendment.

{Jason Daniel Prone/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724

Applicant is reminded that a complete written statement as to the substance of the interview must be made of record in
the application file. It is the applicants responsibility to provide the written statement, unless the interview was initiated
by the Examiner and the Examiner has indicated that a written summary will be provided. See MPEP 713.04

Please further see:

MPEP 713.04

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews, paragraph (b)

37 CFR § 1.2 Business to be transacted in writing

Applicant recordation instructions:It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview.

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete
and proper recordation of the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete
and proper recordation including the identification of the general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general
indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the general results or outcome of the
interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413/413b (Rev. Oct. 2019) Interview Summary Paper No. 20221028
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 62



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Index of Claims | 16/725 37 MIKSOVSKY et al.

H“m “ ““ ““m ““ . ot
JASON D PRONE 3724

v | Rejected - | Cancelled N | Non-Elected A Appeal
= Allowed + | Restricted | | Interference O | Objected
CLAIMS
(J Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant J cPA d T.D. (O rR1.47
CLAIM DATE
Final Original | 02/08/2021 | 05/04/2021 | 09/20/2021 | 04/11/2022 | 10/06/2022 | 10/28/2022
1 + v v - - -
2 + v - - - -
3 + v - - - -
4 + v v - - -
5 + v v - - -
6 + v v - - -
7 + v v - - -
8 + v v - - -
9 + v v - - -
1 10 v v =
2 11 v v =
3 12 v v =
4 13 v v =
5 14 v v =
6 15 v v =
7 16 v v =
8 17 v v =
9 18 v v =
10 19 v v =
11 20 v v =
12 21 v v =
13 22 v v =
14 23 v v =
15 24 v v =
16 25 v v =
17 26 v v =
18 27 v v =
19 28 v v =
20 29 v v =
21 30 v =
22 31 v =
23 32 v =
24 33 v =
25 34 v =
26 35 v =
27 36 v =
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20221028
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 _
AFCP 2.0 MIKSOVSKY et al

DeCiSiOH Examiner Art Unit AlA (FITF) Status

JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

This is in response to the After Final Consideration Pilot request filed 17 October 2022.

1. Improper Request — The AFCP 2.0 request is improper for the following reason(s) and the after final amendment submitted with
the request will be treated under pre-pilot procedure.

(J An AFCP 2.0 request form PTO/SB/434 (or equivalent document) was not submitted.
(J A non-broadening amendment to at least one independent claim was not submitted.

(J The request is not the first proper AFCP 2.0 request submitted in response to the most recent final
rejection.

O Other:

2. Proper Request

A. After final amendment submitted with the request will not be treated under AFCP 2.0.
The after final amendment cannot be reviewed and a search conducted within the guidelines of the pilot program.

(J The after final amendment will be treated under pre-pilot procedure.

B. Updated search and/or completed additional consideration.
The examiner performed an updated search and/or completed additional consideration of the after final amendment
within the time authorized for the pilot program. The result(s) of the updated search and/or completed additional
consideration are:

1. All of the rejections in the most recent final Office action are overcome and a Notice of Allowance is
issued herewith.

(J 2. The after final amendment would not overcome all of the rejections in the most recent final Office action
. See attached interview summary for further details.

(J 3. The after final amendment was reviewed, and it raises a new issue(s). See attached interview summary
for further details.

(J 4. The after final amendment raises new issues, but would overcome all of the rejections in the most recent
final Office action. A decision on determining allowability could not be made within the guidelines of the
pilot. See attached interview summary for further details, including any newly discovered prior art.

(Js. Other:

Examiner Note: Please attach an interview summary when necessary as described above.

U.S.Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-2323 (Rev. 10-14) AFCP 2.0 Decision Part of Paper No. 20221028
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes |65 307 MIKSOVSKY et al.
T .
JASON D PRONE 3724
CPC - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
A47G 21/02, 023, 04, 06, 08
A47J 43/28-282 05/04/2021 1JP/
CPC Combination Sets - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
US Classification - Searched*
Class Subclass Date Examiner
30 147-150, 322-328
D7 643, 644, 653 05/04/2021 1JP/

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of

the search.

Search Notes

Search Notes Date Examiner
consulted USPC and CPC

inventor search 05/04/2021 1JP/
consulted parent cases 14/204497, 15/268175, 16/213466. No ODP

at this time.

updated search 10/28/2022 1JP/

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 2
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Search Nofes

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
H““H““ “Hm ‘ “H“‘ o e
JASON D PRONE 3724

Interference Search
US Class/CPC US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner
Symbol

entire listed search

claim search in Pe2E 10/28/2022 1JP/

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 2 of 2
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification |i¢55 397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
H “ “““ Examiner Art Unit
JASON D PRONE 3724
CPC
Symbol Type Version
A47G F 2013-01-01
Ad7G | 2013-01-01
Ad7G | 2013-01-01
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 27
Jason Daniel Prone/ 28 October 2022 ) ) _—
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 O.G. Print Claim(s}) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 7Aand 7B
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20221028
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |i¢55 397 MIKSOVSKY et al.

H “ “““ Examiner Art Unit
JASON D PRONE 3724

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLAIMED

A47G

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

CLASS SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 27
Jason Daniel Prone/ 28 October 2022 ) ) _—
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 O.G. Print Claim(s}) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 7Aand 7B
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20221028
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/ssue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Examiner Art Unit
JASON D PRONE 3724

(0 Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (J CPA (3 T.D. [J R1.47

CLAIMS

Final |Original]Final |Original|Final [Original|Final [Original|Final [Original]Final |Original]Final |Original|Final |Original
1 1 10 10 19 19 28
2 2 11 11 20 20 29
3 3 12 12 21 21 30
4 4 13 13 22 22 31
5 5 14 14 23 23 32
6 6 15 15 24 24 33
7 7 16 16 25 25 34
8 8 17 17 26 26 35
9 9 18 18 27 27 36

NONE

(Assistant Examiner)

Total Claims Allowed:

(Date) 27

/Jason Daniel Prone/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724

(Primary Examiner)

28 October 2022 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure

(Date) 1 7A and 7B

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 3 of 3

Part of Paper No.: 20221028
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Receipt date:

10/17/2022 16/725,397 - GAU:

CK TCO ENTER: /IDp/

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on October 17, 2022.

Signed: /Kellianne Bartlett/
Kellianne Bartlett
AMENDMENT D
Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Commissioner:
In response to the Final Office Action dated October 13, 2022, please amend the above-

identified patent application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2 of this

paper.
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Nov 07, 2022 03:24:07 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.

16725397 NOA 11/07/2022 HMG1P008D2D1
EXIN 11/07/2022 HMG1P008D2D1
A.NE.AFCP.D 11/07/2022 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 80



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on October 17, 2022.

Signed: /Kellianne Bartlett/
Kellianne Bartlett
AMENDMENT D
Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Commissioner:
In response to the Final Office Action dated October 13, 2022, please amend the above-

identified patent application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2 of this

paper.
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1.-9. (Cancelled)

10. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer tines, each outer tine having (i) a
corresponding curved outer tine edge that is part of a corresponding outer edge of the fork head,

and (ii) a corresponding chamfered surface extending laterally inward from the corresponding
outer edge of the fork head; that-cerrespondsto-the-correspondingoutertine:

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally

towards the handle beyond a proximal base of [[the]] such chamfered surface’s corresponding

outer tine toform and helps define a corresponding curved chamfered splitting feature.

11. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

12. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 11 wherein the eating

utensil is formed from a glass filled nylon.

13. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein an outer edge of

the spoon head is substantially five-sided.
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14. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each side edge
of the spoon head is substantially flat and substantially rounded corners connect adjacent side

edges.

15. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each chamfered

outer edge tapers to a corresponding point where the handle portion meets the fork head portion.

16. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the plurality of
tines includes the two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines having a proximal base end and

a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base ends of inner tines.

17. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the handle has
side edges that connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of the handle and the

side edges of the handle are substantially parallel over a majority of a length of the handle.

18. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each chamfered
surface extends along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the outer tine to

a location proximal to a widest portion of the fork head.

19. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein when the eating

utensil is viewed from a side with the concave spoon bowl portion and the concave fork bowl

portion facing up and a visible side edge of the handle extending horizontally, a visible one of

the outer edges of the fork head does not dip below the visible side edge of the handle. [[:]]
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20. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the chamfered

surfaces each have a chamfer angle in the range of about 20-25 degrees.

21. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the outer tine

edges of the outer tines each have a width of about 1 millimeter.

22. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil formed from a glass reinforced thermoplastic

material, the eating utensil further comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines
having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base
ends of inner tines and wherein each of the two outer tines has (i) a corresponding curved outer
tine edge that is part of a corresponding outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a corresponding
chamfered surface extending laterally inward from the corresponding outer edge of the fork

head;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion wherein an outer edge of the spoon

head is substantially five-sided;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl

portion and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding one of the outer edges of the fork head
proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding one of the outer

tines toferm and helps define a corresponding curved chamfered splitting feature.
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23. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 22 wherein the eating

utensil is formed from a glass filled nylon.

24, (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a curved first outer
tine edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a chamfered surface extending

laterally inward from the first outer tine edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein a front
surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, and a

front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends
along the first outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base

of the first outer tine teform and helps define a curved chamfered splitting feature.

25. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 further comprising a
spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally formed

with the handle at a second end of the handle.

26. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 25 wherein the front surface

of the eating utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion.

27. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 wherein the plurality of
tines include a second outer tine, the second outer tine having (iii) a curved second outer tine
edge that is part of a second outer edge of the fork head and (iv) a second chamfered surface
extending laterally inward from the second outer tine edge of the second outer tine, wherein the
second chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along the
second outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the

second outer tine and helps define teform a second curved chamfered splitting feature.
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28. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the chamfered
surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first outer tine to the
handle and tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the chamfered

surface extends proximally beyond a widest portion of the fork head.

29. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

30. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having a curved first outer tine
edge, wherein a top surface of the curved first outer tine edge is tapered to ferm help define a

curved splitting feature;
a spoon head having a spoon bowl portion; and

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the
spoon head at a second end of the handle, wherein a top surface of the eating utensil includes a
concave surface of the fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the spoon bowl portion and a top

surface of the handle.

31. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a curved first outer
tine edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a tapered surface on a front
surface of the eating utensil, the tapered surface extending laterally inward from the first outer

tine edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein the
front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion,

and a front surface of the handle; and
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wherein the tapered surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head proximally
towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the first outer tine to ferm help define a curved

splitting feature.

32. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the eating

utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

33. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31 further comprising a
spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally formed

with the handle at a second end of the handle.

34. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 33 wherein the front surface

of the eating utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion.

35. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31 wherein the plurality of
tines include a second outer tine, the second outer tine having (iii) a curved second outer tine
edge that is part of a second outer edge of the fork head and (iv) a second tapered surface
extending laterally inward from the second outer tine edge of the second outer tine, wherein the
second tapered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along the second
outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the second

outer tine to ferm help define a second curved splitting feature.

36. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the tapered
surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first outer tine to the
handle and tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the tapered surface

extends proximally beyond a widest portion of the fork head.
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REMARKS

Examiner Prone is thanked for the indication of allowable subject matter.

The amendments set forth above are believed to address the claim objections/rejections

set forth in the final office action.

With respect to claim 1, the language “that corresponds to the corresponding outer tine”
has been deleted as suggested in the Office Action. There was a following note in the Office
Action that indicated that “if this phrase is deleted there will be an issue with ‘the corresponding
outer ting” limitation on line 14.” After review, it is respectfully submitted that the later
referenced clause is both definite and clear. To that end, it is pointed out that there is antecedent
basis for the corresponding outer tine language in lines 3-5 of claim 1 which requires that each
outer tine have a corresponding chamfered surface. Nevertheless, the claim has been amended

in an effort to make the claim even clearer.

Dependent claim 19 has been amended to eliminate the language relating to the side
profile. It is believed that the newly proposed language is both definite and clear. It is noted that
Fig. 7C is a side view of an embodiment of the claimed eating utensil showing this feature. See,
e.g., [0033] in the brief description of the drawings and [0074] in the detailed description — both

of which describe Fig. 7C as a side view.

Should the Examiner Prone have any continuing questions or concerns related to the
present application, he is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set

forth below in an effort to quickly and efficiently address such questions/concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/

Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner: PRONE, JASON D.

Filed: December 23, 2019 Group: 3724

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on October 17, 2022.

Signed: /Kellianne Bartlett/
Kellianne Bartlett

AMENDMENT D TRANSMITTAL

Mail Stop AF

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:
Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application.

The fee has been calculated as shown below.

Claims ngh'est Present Small Entity Large Entity
Alter Previously Extra Rate Fee Rate Fee
Amendment Paid For x
Total Claims | 27 MINUS | 36 0 x50 =%0.00| x100=8$0.00
Independent | 5 MINUS | 05 0 x 240 =$0.00 | x 480 = $0.00
Claims
Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previously Paid
Total $0.00 $0.00
X Applicant(s) believe that no (additional) Extension of Time is required; however, if it is determined

that such an extension is required, Applicant(s) hereby petition that such an extension be granted
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR
1.136 to Deposit Account No. 50-4481.

= Please charge the required fees, or any additional fees required to facilitate filing the enclosed
response, to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/
Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP
Document Description: After Final Consideration Pilot Program Request

PTO/SB/434 (05-13)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE
AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0

Practitioner Docket No.: Application No.: Filing Date:
HMG1P008D2D1 16/725,397 December 23, 2019
First Named Inventor: Title:

MIKSOVSKY et al. EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT
PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116.

1.

The above-identified application is (i) an original utility, plant, or design nonprovisional application filed under
35 U.S.C. 111(a) [a continuing application {e.g., a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) and is
eligible under (i)], or {ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371{c).

The above-identified application contains an outstanding final rejection.

Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstanding final rejection. The response includes an
amendment to at least one independent claim, and the amendment does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in
any aspect.

This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and request filed in
response to the outstanding final rejection.

Applicant is willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response.
This certification and request is being filed electronically using the Office’s electronic filing system (EFS-Web).

Any fees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR
1.116, e.g., extension of time fees, are being concurrently filed herewith. [There is no additional fee required to request
consideration under AFCP 2.0.]

By filing this certification and request, applicant acknowledges the following:

Reissue applications and reexamination proceedings are not eligible to participate in AFCP 2.0.
The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2.0 submission is compliant, i.e., that the requirements of the program have been met
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions:

o  The examiner will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determine if additional search and/or consideration
(1) is necessitated by the amendment and {ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP 2.0. If
additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time, the examiner
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under
37 CFR 1.116, e.g., by mailing an advisory action.

o If the examiner determines that the amendment does not necessitate additional search and/or consideration, or if
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within
the allotted time, then the examiner will consider whether the amendment places the application in condition for
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration, if required). If the examiner determines
that the amendment does not place the application in condition for allowance, then the examiner will contact the
applicant and request an interview.

. The interview will be conducted by the examiner, and if the examiner does not have negotiation
authority, a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examiner will also participate.

. If the applicant declines the interview, or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten {10) calendar
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant, then the examiner will proceed
consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR 1.116.

Signature

Date

/Steve D Beyer/ October 17, 2022

Name

Practitioner

(Print/Typed) Registration No.

Steve D Beyer 31,234

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. Submit multiple
forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

ITJ * Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination
of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (56 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that
agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs,
under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine
use, to the pubilic if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an
application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com
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Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 95



Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 7-14-22.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)lv] This action is FINAL. 2b) [J This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 10-36 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 10-36 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) {J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[» The drawing(s) filed on 7-14-22 is/are: a)¥) accepted or b)[J objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)(J Some**  ¢)[J None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.(0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20221006
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AlA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

3. Claims 10-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA),
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly
claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA the
applicant regards as the invention.

With regards to claim 10 line 6, the phrase “corresponding outer edge of the fork

head that correspond to the corresponding outer tine” is confusing. The underlined

portion should be deleted. It is noted that if this phrase is deleted there will be an issue
with the “the corresponding outer tine” limitation on line 14.

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the corresponding outer tine" on line. There is
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.

With regards to claim 10 lines 14-15, the phrase “form a curved chamfered
splitting feature” is unclear. It is unclear chamfer surfaces form a splitting feature
structure? There is not a splitting feature structure that is formed in addition to the

chamfer surface and the curved outer tine edge. The curved outer tine edge and the
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chamfer surface are together configured to perform a splitting function. Claims 22, 24,

27. 30, and 31 have the same issues.

With regards to claim 19, the profile disclosures are very confusing. It is unclear
what defines the fork profile or what the profile is. How can the fork head or its profile
have a side edge of the handle? The side edge of the handle cannot make up part of
the fork profile. Only fork structures can be part of the fork profile. The fork profile
introduces an upper extent. It is unclear what structures represent this upper extent in
relation to what has already been claimed in claim 10. It is unclear why an upper extent
is introduced when a claim 10 limitation or a part of the limitation appears to represent
the same structure as the upper extent. Basically, there is no upper extent structure
that is in addition to what has been claimed in claim 10.

With regards to claim 19 line 9, claim 10 already discloses the chamfered

surfaces are on the front surface.

Allowable Subject Matter
4. Claims 10-36 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), 2nd paragraph, set forth
in this Office action.

Response to Arguments
5. Applicant's arguments filed 7-14-22 have been fully considered but they are not
persuasive. The remaining rejections have not been overcome.

Conclusion

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP
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Art Unit: 3724

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37
CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-
3:30 pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Sean M Michalski can be reached on (571)272-6752. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

06 October 2022
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on July 14, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito
AMENDMENT C

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:
In response to the non-final Office Action dated April 15, 2022, please amend the above-
identified patent application as follows:

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 6

of this paper.

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 12 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 13 of this paper.
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Amendments to the Specification:

Please replace paragraph [0059] with the following amended paragraph:

[0059] The raised edge 116 at proximal end of the spoon 110 is then slid laterally along the recess
150 toward the proximal end of the fork 140 while guiding the outer edges of the spoon handle
114 between the rails 148 until the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped face of the detent
152 closer to the proximal end of the fork 140. A greater force is then applied in the same direction
to push the raised edge 116 over the gradually sloped face of the detent 152 and over the top of the
detent 152 to engage the groove 151 between the detent 152 and the proximal end wall 162 of the
recess 150. As the raised edge 116 is pushed over the gradually sloped face of the detent 152, the
handle-ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 are bent away from each other. This bending allows
the crescent of the raised edge 116 to ride up and over the detent 152. The distance between the
ends of the rails 148 and the detent 152 effectively creates beams in the spoon and fork ends that
are made to bend through the pressing or pulling action. It will be appreciated that the snapping
force can be tuned by such things as changing the length of the rails and/or the size of the detent.
That is, longer rails results in shorter beams making it more difficult to deflect and snap.

Conversely, shorter rails result in longer beams making it easier to deflect and snap.

Please replace paragraph [0060] with the following amended paragraph:

[0060] With the raised edge 116 detent-152 snapped in the groove 151 between the detent 152

and the proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked. The
end wall 162 acts as a hard stop and prevents the spoon 110 from moving beyond the locked
position and the detent 152 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in the opposite direction to
disengage the fork 140. The rails 148 prevent the fork 140 and spoon 110 from being separated in

the z-direction.
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Please replace paragraph [0062] with the following amended paragraph:

[0062] As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G, there are two detents 152, 153 and there is a groove 151

between detent 152 and end wall 162 and there is also a groove 157 between detent 153 and

end wall 163. Each detent has an angled face on both sides. The sides facing together or inward
are more gradually sloped, and the sides facing away from each other are steeply sloped. The
inward-facing detent angles are more gradually sloped to permit easier nesting of the fork and
spoon (as explained above) or extension to form the elongated combination utensil (as explained
in more detail below). The outward-facing detent angles are steeper making it more difficult to

“un-snap” or disengage the spoon and fork from each configuration.

Please replace paragraph [0072] with the following amended paragraph:

[0072] The fork 240 has a concave head portion 241, which includes the tines, that is connected

to handle 210. In the illustrated embodiment, the fork 240 has two substantially straight center
tines 242. The two outer tines 244 each have a substantially straight inner edge and a curved outer
tine edge 245 246. The curvature of the outer edges 245 246 can also be used for scraping food
from a container, as the curved edges 245 246 follow the curvature of a curved container, such as
a bowl, better than the straight tines of many conventional forks. In the illustrated embodiment,
the fork 240 has four tines 242, 244. It will be understood that, in other embodiments, the fork
can have more or fewer tines. Each tine 242, 244 has a pointed tip, which aids in spearing or

piercing pieces of food so that the food can be picked up by the fork 240.

Please replace paragraph [0073] with the following amended paragraph:
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[0073] In addition to being curved, the outer edges 245 246 of the two outer tines 244 also have

tapered or chamfered surfaces 245 that function as curved splitting features such that the fork

240 can be used to cut through or separate foods that do not require a knife. As-illustratedin¥Fig:

Fig. 7A, the top surface of each of the curved outer tine edges 245 246 is tapered or chamfered.
As illustrated, each tapered or chamfered surface edge 245 is curved and has one end at the
pointed tip of the outer tine 244 and extends along the outer curved edge of the outer tine 244 to
the position where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. As shown in Fig. 7A, the chamfered
surface edge 245 spans the entire width of the outer tine 244 at the pointed tip. As the chamfered
surface edge 245 extends down along the curved outer edge of the outer tine 244, the width of the
chamfered surface edge 145 245 remains substantially the same until it begins to taper toward the

end of the fork head 241. In the illustrated embodiment, the chamfered surface edge 245 tapers

and ends in a point 243 where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. In a particular embodiment,
the outer edges 245 are chamfered at an angle of about 20-25 degrees, and preferably about 23
degrees, and the chamfered edge has a width of about Imm. In the illustrated embodiment, the
outer edges 245 246 of both outer tines 244 are chamfered so that both outer edges 245 246 can
easily be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user is right-handed or left-handed.
In the illustrated embodiment, the center tines 242 are longer than and extend further distally than
the outer tines 244, thereby forming a curve at the distal end of the fork 240 when viewed from

the top.

Please replace paragraph [0074] with the following amended paragraph:

[0074] The spoon 220 has a head portion or bowl 212 on its distal end. The concave bowl 212
of the spoon 220 has a substantially flat side edge 218 and end edge 218b, which allows for

“scraping” food from of a container (e.g., a yogurt container) or a bowl. As shown in the side
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view of Fig. 7C, the bowl 212 is angled upward to form a deeper bowl, which can be more efficient
when scooping liquids, such as soups. In a particular embodiment, the bowl 212 is angled upward
at an angle of about 20-25 degrees, and preferably about 23 degrees. In the illustrated embodiment,
the bowl 212 has a substantially elongated pentagonal shape with rounded corners. The

substantially flat side edge 218 of the bowl 212 forms a portion of a side surface 217 or edge

of the utensil 200. As shown in Figs. 7A-7C, the side surface 217 of the utensil 200 extends

continuously along the entire length of the utensil 200, from the distal tip of an outer tine 244

to the distal tip or end of the spoon bowl 212. As shown in Fig. 7A, the chamfered outer edge

245 is chamfered at an angle from the side surface 217.
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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1.-9. (Cancelled)

10. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer tines, each outer tine having (i) a

corresponding curved outer tine edge that is part of a corresponding outer edge of the fork

head, and (ii) a_corresponding chamfered surface extending laterally inward from [[an]] the

corresponding outer edge of the fork head that corresponds to the corresponding outer tine;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the spoon
head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave
surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion

and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along [[a]] the corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally

towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding outer tine to form a curved

chamfered enter-edgefor splitting feature.

11. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the eating utensil

is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

12. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 11 wherein the eating utensil

is formed from a glass filled nylon.

13. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein an outer edge of

the spoon head is substantially five-sided.
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14. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each side edge
of the spoon head is substantially flat and substantially rounded corners connect adjacent side

edges.

15. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein [[the]] each
chamfered outer edge tapers to a corresponding point where the handle portion meets the fork

head portion.

16. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the plurality of
tines includes the two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines having a proximal base end and

a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base ends of inner tines.

17. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the handle has
side edges that connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of the handle and the side

edges of the handle are substantially parallel over a majority of a length of the handle.

18. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein [[the]] each
chamfered surface extends along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the

outer tine to a location proximal to a widest portion of the fork head.

19. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein:

the handle has side edges that connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of

the handle;

the fork head has a fork side profile that includes;-butis-netlimited-te one of the outer
edges of the fork head and a first one of the side edges of the handle; and

an upper edge extent of the fork side profile does not dip below an upper extent edge-of-a
eorresponding-one of the first side edge edges of the handle at which the eorresponding upper

extent of the first side edge meets the front surface of the handle; and [[.]]
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wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil. and-each

hamfered Loe for-splitting

20. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the chamfered

surfaces each have a chamfer angle in the range of about 20-25 degrees.

21. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the outer tine edges

of the outer tines each have a width of about 1 millimeter.

22. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil formed from a glass reinforced thermoplastic

material, the eating utensil further comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines
having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base

ends of inner tines and wherein each of the two outer tines has (i) each-having a corresponding

curved outer tine edge that is part of a corresponding outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a

corresponding chamfered surface extending laterally inward from the [[an]] corresponding
outer edge of the fork head; -eerresponding-outer-tine;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion wherein an outer edge of the spoon

head is substantially five-sided;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the spoon
head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave
surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion

and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding one of the outer edges of the fork head
proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding one of the outer tines

to form a curved chamfered euter-edgefor splitting feature.
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23. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 22 wherein the eating utensil

is formed from a glass filled nylon.

24, (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a curved first outer tine

edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a chamfered surface extending

laterally inward from [[an]] the first outer tine edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein a front
surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, and a

front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends
along [[a]] the eerresponding first outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle
beyond a proximal base of the first outer tine to form a curved chamfered euter-edgefor splitting

feature.

25. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 further comprising a spoon
head having a concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally formed with the

handle at a second end of the handle.

26. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 25 wherein the front surface

of the eating utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion.

27. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 wherein the plurality of
tines include a second outer tine, the second outer tine having (iii) a curved second outer tine edge

that is part of a second outer edge of the fork head and (iv) a second chamfered surface

extending laterally inward from [[an]] the second outer tine edge of the second outer tine, wherein

the second chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along &

eorresponding the second outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a
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proximal base of the second outer tine to form a second curved chamfered outer-edgefor splitting

feature.

28. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the chamfered
surface extends along the eerresponding first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first
outer tine to the handle and tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the

chamber chamfered surface extends proximally beyond a widest portion of the fork head.

29. (Previously Presented) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the eating utensil

is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

30. (New) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having a curved first outer tine
edge, wherein a top surface of the curved first outer tine edge is tapered to form a curved splitting

feature;
a spoon head having a spoon bowl portion; and

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the spoon
head at a second end of the handle, wherein a top surface of the eating utensil includes a concave
surface of the fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the spoon bowl portion and a top surface of

the handle.

31. (New) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having (i) a curved first outer tine

edge that is part of a first outer edge of the fork head, and (ii) a tapered surface on a front surface
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of the eating utensil, the tapered surface extending laterally inward from the first outer tine edge

of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein the front
surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, and a

front surface of the handle; and

wherein the tapered surface extends along the first outer edge of the fork head proximally

towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the first outer tine to form a curved splitting feature.

32. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the eating utensil is formed of a

glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

33. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31 further comprising a spoon head having a
concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally formed with the handle at a

second end of the handle.

34. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 33 wherein the front surface of the eating

utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion.

35. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31 wherein the plurality of tines include a
second outer tine, the second outer tine having (iii) a curved second outer tine edge that is part of
a second outer edge of the fork head and (iv) a second tapered surface extending laterally inward
from the second outer tine edge of the second outer tine, wherein the second tapered surface is on
the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along the second outer edge of the fork head
proximally towards the handle beyond a proximal base of the second outer tine to form a second

curved splitting feature.

36. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 31, wherein the tapered surface extends along
the first outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the first outer tine to the handle and tapers to a
point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the tapered surface extends proximally

beyond a widest portion of the fork head.
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Notice

This transtation s machine-geverated. 1 cannot be guaranieed that it is jntelligible, accurate, complete, reliable or
it for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or financial decisions, should not be
hased on machine-translation output.

DESCRIPTION CN1035049635A

w multifunctional spoon

{0001}

18 techuical field

{0002}
2 The invention relates (o a soup spoon, n particular to a multifunctional soup spoon, and belongs (o the
technical field of daily necessities.
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35 Background technigue
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{6005]
3 With the fncreasing improvement of people's iving standards, people's diet has also been greatly improved, a
diversified diet structure is loved by more people, and it is also the pursuit of people who advocate health.

s6 Therefore, the combination of food used for each meal is very critical. There are not only staple foods, but ako
some foods rich in vitamins, proteins, etc., and soups, so that various nutrients in the human body can be
supplemented.

58 Therefore, in order o be more convenient, some utensils, such as spoons, forks, etc., need 1o be configured

accordingly.
s BRI, EMER, TN, AR R, AT LT

s1 However, since the existing tableware usually has a single structure, it is not only troublesome to place a variety
of tableware, but also takes up a lot of space, which also brings certain troubles to people's meals.

=

Py AR

{0007}
74 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
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[0008]
82 1n view of the above deficiencies in the prior art, the main purpose of the present invention is to provide a
multifunctional spoon that is convenient {0 use and does not take up space.

s#ﬁ“fxfﬁkwc“ﬂ' SAA L, AR E R EAE TR MR NS SR 2 N

N
4 o

{0009]

9z The technical solution of the present invention: a multifunctional spoon, which is characterized in that it
includes a handle, a spoon head is arranged at one end of the handle, and a fork is arranged at the other end of
the handle, and the spoon head and the fork are integrally formed with the handle. .

o6 A G HAR FESTRER — SR~ 2, AR TN b

S AV

%
IR

{0010]

103 In a further technical solution, a toothed knife is also provided on one side of the fork.

o SRR

{0011]

11 Compared with the prior art, the present invention has the following beneficial effects:

i T I HOR, AR A LT A

[0012]

n9is It has muliiple functions: the spoon of the present invention also has the functions of a fork and a toothed
kuife, which can not only use the fork to fork food, but also use the toothed knife {0 cut meat food, and can
also use the spoon to drink soup, with powerful functions.
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{0013]

1302~ Small fooiprint and easy o use: Since only one spoon can coraplete various operations, the number of

tableware during meals is greatly reduced, and there is no need to frequently change different tableware,
making people more comfortable when dining.

i, AR T ARG
) R A

{0014]

141 3+ The structure is simple, the mannfacture is convenient, and the cost is low.

{0016}

149 Bescription of drawings

T

1T

=3

151 B B B

(0017}

157 FEG. 11s a schematic structural diagram of the multifunctional spoon of the present invention.
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{0018]

165 In the picture, 1 - spoon handle, 2 - spoon head, 3 - fork, 4 - tooth knife.

gl AT, 2Rk, 3, 4T

[0020]

173 Detailed ways

O T I i el O
175 BRI 75

181 Fhe present invention will be further described below with reference to the accompanying drawings and
specific embodiments.

ot T4 B PRI ELAAR S 7 O A R A AU T

10022}
190 As shown in FIG. 1, a multifunctional spoon includes a handle 1, a spoon head 2 is arranged at one end of the
spoon handle 1, and a fork 3 is arranged at the other end of the spoon handle 1, and the spoon head 2 and the

fork 3 are both 1t is integrally formed with the spoon handle 1.

e R, ; ' AL, RN AT ke, AT S i X
3, BrikATKeA :‘u@s% SR w‘ i

198 When in use, the spoon head 2 is used for scooping soup, and the fork 3 is used to fork meat or lumpy food.
When you want (o change i, you just need to turn the spoon upside down, which is very convendfent.

sor TEFHE], A1k T 8, sl apai ek ad o F R A P
, AR T .
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[0023]
208 Referring to FIG. 1, a toothed knife 4 is also provided on one side of the fork 3 in order to conveniently cut

some meat food.

214 Sovoe large pieces of food can be divided by the toothed knife 4, and then eaten with the fork 3.

216 TR LT 14T LU — B B - S

10024}

z22' The multi-functional spoon of the present juvention can be fntegrally formed by a mold during production,
so the structural strength can be guaranteed, and breakage is not easy to occur, and there is no connection
trace between the spoou head, the fork and the spoon handle, and the overall effect is not good. beautiful.

; f'ﬁ‘i Rinll THJ i mm PRELE R
LR /“I% TG

{0025}

z32 It should be noted that the above erobodiments are only used to ilustrate the fechnical solntions of the present

invention and not to Himit the fechnical solutions. Although the applicant has described the present invention
in detail with reference to the preferred embodiments, those of ordinary skill in the art should Modifications
or equivalent replacernenis roade by the solution cannot depart from the purpose and scope of the techuical

solution, and should be included in the scope of the claims of the present invention.

by 2 b

R ER
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Amendments to the Drawings:

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figs. 4E, 4F, and 4G. These sheets replace
original sheets including Figs. 4E, 4F, and 4G. Reference numerals 151 and 157 are added.

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figs. 7A-7C. These sheets, which include
Figs. 7TA-7C, replace the original sheets including Figs. 7A-7C. In Fig. 7A, previously omitted
reference numerals 243 and 246 have been added. In Figs. 7A-7C, previously omitted reference

numeral “217” denoting the side surface of the utensil has been added.

Attachments: Replacement Sheets

HMG1P008D2D1 12
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REMARKS

Specification and Drawings

The specification and drawings are amended to include the terminology used in the
currently pending claims in the specification and to label claimed features in the drawings. No

new matter is added by these amendments.

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §112

Applicant notes with appreciation that Claims 10-29 would be allowable is amended to
overcome the Section 112 rejections. Claims 10-29 are now allowable, as the claims are amended

to clarify the claimed invention and to overcome the rejections under Section 112.

New Claims
New Claims 30-37 are added. The new claims are fully supported by the specification and

claims, as originally filed. No new matter is added by the new claims.

Conclusion
Should the Office have any questions or concerns related to the present application,
Examiner Prone is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set out below

in an effort to quickly and efficiently address such questions/concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

[Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Reg. No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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Application or Docket Number Filing Date
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’ fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
(7] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()))
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APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
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* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.

LIE

** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
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*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
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Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

/f you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and sefect option 2.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D2D1 9049
58766 7590 04/15/2022 | A AMINGR |
Beyer Law Group LLP
P O Box 51887 PRONE, JASON D
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3724
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
04/15/2022 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3-21-22.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 10-29 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 10-29 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)» The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[) The drawing(s) filed on 12-23-19 is/are: a)(] accepted or b)) objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)(J Some**  ¢)(J None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.00 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) [ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20220411
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
Drawings
2. The drawings are objected to because:
o all of the newly claimed edges, portions, and surfaces are not labeled in
the Figures (which may be adding to confusing below in the 112

rejections). If an item is important enough to claim, it is important enough

to be labeled in the Figures and discussed in the Detailed Description.

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an
amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure is to be
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency.
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application
must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New Sheet”

pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 157



Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 3
Art Unit: 3724

applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance.

Specification
3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities:

e The new claims utilize new terminology not utilized in the specification
which is believed to be the reason for most of the 112 issues below. All of
the new terminology must be amended into the specification so it is clear
which new name belongs to which structure. Figures 7A-7C along with
the associated portion of the Detailed Description needs to incorporate a
description about each of these structures (i.e. curved outer tine edge,
outer edge, etc.)

Appropriate correction is required.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

5. Claims 10-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA),
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly
claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA the
applicant regards as the invention.

With regards to claim 10 lines 3-5, the phrase “two outer tines having a curved

outer tine edge and a chamfered surface extending laterally inward from an outer edge
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 4
Art Unit: 3724

of the corresponding outer tine” is unclear. As written, each outer tine has a curved
outer tine edge and an outer edge and it is unclear what structures represent each
edge. Figure 7A only has one edge labeled as 245 and it is unclear which of the edges

in the phrase above it is referencing. Claims 22, 24, and 27 have the same issues.

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the corresponding outer tine" on lines 4-5. There

is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The claims are replete

with using the phrase “the corresponding” without first designating a corresponding

‘structure”. All occurrences should be replaced with “a corresponding one of “structure”.
With regards to claim 10 lines 11-12, the phrase “each chamfered surface
extends along a corresponding outer edge” is unclear. It is unclear if the “corresponding
outer edge” represents the same or different structure than either of the edges on lines

3-5. As written, there are 3 different edges and the specification and Figures do not
provide any insight on which structures represent which edges. As written, this outer
edge is being introduced as a new limitation which does not appear to be supported.

Claims 22, 24, and 27 have the same issues.

With regards to claim 10 lines 13-14, the phrase “form a curved chamfered outer
edge” is unclear. ltis unclear how this edge is formed. What structure represents the
curved chamfered outer edge in addition to the previously disclosed 3 edges? As

written, each tine has 4 edges which is not supported. Claims 22, 24, and 27 have the

same issues.
With regards to claim 15, it is unclear which of the chamfered outer edges is
being referenced. Claim 10 discloses two of these edges and it is unclear if the claim

15 limitation was supposed to further limit one or both of the chamfered outer edges.
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 5
Art Unit: 3724

Claims 20 and 21 properly acknowledge that there are two surfaces/edges. Claim 18

has the same issue with “chamfered surface”.

With regards to claim 19, the phrase “but is not limited to”. This phrase should
be deleted.

With regards to claim 19, the fork profile is very confusing and unclear. It is
unclear what defines the fork profile or what the profile is. Claim 10 discloses the fork
has tines, a concave fork bowl portion, and a concave surface. Itis unclear how these
items are to be interpreted with regards to the profile since claim 19 does not include
them in the profile.

With regards to claim 19, what structure represents the upper edge of the fork
side profile? There are now 5 claimed edges associated with the fork which is not
supported. It is unclear how this upper edge can be disclosed as not dipping below an
upper edge of the handle when the utensil can have an orientation where the upper
edge is below the entire handle.

The last paragraph of claim 19 appears to be the same as the last paragraph of
claim 10.

With regards to claim 28, the phrase “the chamber” is unclear. It is unclear what
structure represents a chamber.

Allowable Subject Matter
6. Claims 10-29 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), 2nd paragraph, set forth

in this Office action.
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 6
Art Unit: 3724

Response to Arguments
7. Applicant’s arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are
moot because the arguments are not directed at the new grounds of rejection.
Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(5671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-
3:30 pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Sean M Michalski can be reached on (571)272-6752. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 7
Art Unit: 3724

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

11 April 2022
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Apr 15, 2022 05:54:09 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 CTNF 04/15/2022 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SBI30EFS (02-18)

Doe description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE} Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to 2 collection of information uniess i contains a valid OMB control number.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application Filing Docket Number Art

Number 16/725,397 Date P019-12-23 (if applicable) H/MGT1P008D2D1 Unit 3724
First Named| ., . miksovsky Examiner PRONE, JASON D

Inventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE} under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utifity or plant application filed prior o June 8,
1995, or to any design application. The Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW.USPTO.GOV

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR 1.114

Nota: If the RCE is proper, any previcusly filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE wiil be entered in the order
in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish {o have any previously filed uneniered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-enfry of such amendmeni(s).

D Previously submitted. if a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as a
submission even if this box is not checked.

|:| Constider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[] Other

Enclosed

Amendment/Reply
D Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

|:| Affidavit{s)y Declaration{s}

[] Other

MISCELLANEQUS

D Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a pericd of months
{Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17{i) required)

Other

Applicant hereby petitions for a 3 month extension tc respond.

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17{e} is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.
The Director is hereby authorized o charge any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, {o
Deposit Account No E5(}4481

SIGNATURE CF APPLICANT, ATTCRNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

» Patent Practitioner Signature

Applicant Sighature
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Deoc code: RCEX
Doe description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE} Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

PTO/SB/30EFS (02-18)

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to 2 collection of information uniess i contains a valid OMB control number.

Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

Signature

Steve D Beyer/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD) [p022-03-21 I

Name

Steve D Beyer

Registration Number 1234

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to
file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimatad to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending upan the individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime you require to complete this form andfor suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Cfficer, U 8. Patent and Trademark Office, U.8. Department of Commerce,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 83-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
aftached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}{2}; (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and {3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. if you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Infermation

Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence te a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures fo opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitiing a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of infermation shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a{m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

8. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.5.C. 181} and for review pursuant fo the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218{(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.5.C. 2804 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any cother relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of recerds may be disclosed, as a routine use, o the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, fo the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a viclation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on March 21, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito
AMENDMENT B
Mail Stop RCE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Final Office Action dated September 23, 2021, please amend the

above-identified patent application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2

of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper.

HMG1P008D2D1 1
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 173



The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1-9. (Cancelled)
10. (New) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer tines each having a curved outer tine edge
and a chamfered surface extending laterally inward from an outer edge of the corresponding outer
tine;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the spoon
head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave
surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion
and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally towards
the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding outer tine to form a curved chamfered

outer edge for splitting.

11. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the eating utensil is formed of a

glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

12. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 11 wherein the eating utensil is formed from
a glass filled nylon.
HMG1P008D2D1 2
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13. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein an outer edge of the spoon head

is substantially five-sided.

14. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein each side edge of the spoon head

is substantially flat and substantially rounded corners connect adjacent side edges.

15. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the chamfered outer edge tapers

to a point where the handle portion meets the fork head portion.

16. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the plurality of tines includes the
two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the

base ends of outer tines being wider than the base ends of inner tines.

17. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the handle has side edges that
connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of the handle and the side edges of the

handle are substantially parallel over a majority of a length of the handle.

18. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10, wherein the chamfered surface extends
along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the outer tine to a location

proximal to a widest portion of the fork head.

19. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein:

the handle has side edges that connect the front surface of the handle to a back surface of
the handle;

the fork head has a fork side profile that includes, but is not limited to one of the outer
edges of the fork head; and

HMG1P008D2D1 3
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an upper edge of the fork side profile does not dip below an upper edge of a corresponding
one of the side edges of the handle at which the corresponding side edge meets the front surface
of the handle.

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally towards
the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding outer tine to form a curved chamfered

outer edge for splitting.

20. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the chamfered surfaces each have

a chamfer angle in the range of about 20-25 degrees.

21. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 10 wherein the outer edges of the outer tines

each have a width of about 1 millimeter.

22. (New) An eating utensil formed from a glass reinforced thermoplastic material, the eating
utensil further comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines include two outer and two inner tines, each of the tines
having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base
ends of inner tines and wherein the two outer tines each having a curved outer tine edge and a
chamfered surface extending laterally inward from an outer edge of the corresponding outer tine;

a spoon head having a concave spoon bowl portion wherein an outer edge of the spoon
head is substantially five-sided;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle and with the spoon

head at a second end of the handle, wherein a front surface of the eating utensil includes a concave
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surface of the concave fork bowl portion, a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion
and a front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surfaces are on the front surface of the eating utensil and each
chamfered surface extends along a corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally towards
the handle beyond a proximal base of the corresponding outer tine to form a curved chamfered

outer edge for splitting.

23. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 22 wherein the eating utensil is formed from
a glass filled nylon.
24. (New) An eating utensil, comprising:

a fork head including a plurality of tines, wherein the fork head includes a concave fork
bowl portion and the plurality of tines includes a first outer tine having a curved outer tine edge
and a chamfered surface extending laterally inward from an outer edge of the first outer tine;

a handle integrally formed with the fork head at a first end of the handle, wherein a front
surface of the eating utensil includes a concave surface of the concave fork bowl portion, and a
front surface of the handle; and

wherein the chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends
along a corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a

proximal base of the first outer tine to form a curved chamfered outer edge for splitting.

25. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 further comprising a spoon head having a
concave spoon bowl portion, wherein the spoon head is integrally formed with the handle at a

second end of the handle.
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26. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 25 wherein the front surface of the eating

utensil further includes a concave surface of the concave spoon bowl portion.

27. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24 wherein the plurality of tines include a
second outer tine, the second outer tine having a curved second outer tine edge and a second
chamfered surface extending laterally inward from an outer edge of the second outer tine, wherein
the second chamfered surface is on the front surface of the eating utensil and extends along a
corresponding second outer edge of the fork head proximally towards the handle beyond a
proximal base of the second outer tine to form a second curved chamfered outer edge for splitting
e eating utensil and extends along a corresponding outer edge of the fork head proximally towards
the handle beyond a proximal base of the first outer tine to form a curved chamfered outer edge

for splitting.

28. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the chamfered surface extends
along the corresponding outer edge of the fork head from a tip of the outer tine to the handle and
tapers to a point where the handle meets the fork head, whereby the chamber extends proximally

beyond a widest portion of the fork head.

29. (New) The eating utensil as recited in claim 24, wherein the eating utensil is formed of a

glass reinforced thermoplastic material.
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REMARKS

A new claim set is presented with the RCE. It is respectfully submitted that the

combinations of the various new claims all patentably distinguish the art of record.

For example, none of the references alone or in combination disclose or reasonably suggest
a fork head having a chamfered splitting feature that extends along a curved outer edge of the fork
head on the front side of the fork head that extends along the outer edge of the outer tine proximally
beyond the base of the fork head in the context of the combinations recited in the various
independent claims (i.e., claims 10, 22 and 24). Claim 10 requires such chamfered splitting
features on both sides of the fork head, which further distinguishes that art of record. Claim 10
further requires that the utensil have a spoon head on the opposite end of the handle that faces in

the same direction as the fork head.

Independent claim 22 (and some of the dependent claims) further requires that the utensil
be formed from a glass reinforced thermoplastic material. Although it is acknowledged that glass
reinforce thermoplastics themselves are not new, it is respectfully submitted that there is nothing
in Eklind or any of the other art of record that would reasonably motivate a maker of eating utensils
of the nature claimed out the materials used in a Allen head wrench (key) set. As such, it is
respectfully submitted that claim 22, as well as claims 11, 12, 23 and 29 further patentably
distinguish the applied art for at least this reason. Claims 22 and 13 further require that the spoon
head be 5-sided. Although it is acknowledged that 5-sided spoon heads have been used before,
again, there is no motivation in any of the art to utilize such a spoon head in a utensil having the

claimed structure.

The various dependent claims require additional elements that when considered in the

context of the claimed invention, further patentably distinguish the art of record.

Dependent claim 17 requires that the handle has side edges that are substantially parallel
over a majority of a length of the handle. In the rejection of former claim 9, Bristol was cited as
teaching a handle between a fork head and a spoon head that has parallel side edges. It is pointed
out that the side edges of Bristol do not appear to be parallel as can be seen in the figure below in

which the three red lines are each the same length.
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Regardless, it is respectfully submitted that the specific combination of claim 17 is not suggested

by any reasonable combination of the applied art.

Should the Office have any questions or concerns related to the present application,
Examiner Prone is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set out below

in an effort to quickly and efficiently address such questions/concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/
Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300

HMG1P008D2D1 g
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 180



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on March 21, 2022.

Signed: /Erin Saito/
Erin Saito

AMENDMENT B TRANSMITTAL

Mail Stop RCE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:
Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application.

The fee has been calculated as shown below.

Claims ngh'est Present Small Entity Large Entity
After Previously Extra Rate Fee Rate Fee
Amendment Paid For *
Total Claims | 20 MINUS | 20 0 x50 =%0.00| x100=8$0.00
Independent ) )5 MINUS | 03 0 x 240 =$0.00 | x 480 = $0.00
Claims
Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previously Paid
Total $0.00 $0.00
X Applicant(s) hereby petitions for a 3 month extension(s) of time to respond to the aforementioned
Office Action.
X Applicant(s) believe that no (additional) Extension of Time is required; however, if it is determined

that such an extension is required, Applicant(s) hereby petition that such an extension be granted
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR
1.136 to Deposit Account No. 50-4481.

= Please charge the required fees, or any additional fees required to facilitate filing the enclosed
response, to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Steve D Beyer/
Steve D Beyer
Reg. No. 31,234

P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal
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16725397

Filing Date:

23-Dec-2019

Title of Invention:

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY

Filer: Steve D. Beyer/Erin Saito
Attorney Docket Number: HMG1P008D2D1
Filed as Large Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
- . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sull)j-s'l'g(tsa\)l in
Extension - 3 months with $0 paid 1253 1 1480 1480
Miscellaneous:
RCE- 1ST REQUEST 1801 1 1360 1360
Total in USD ($) 2840
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16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 8-9-21.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)lv] This action is FINAL. 2b) [J This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 1 and 4-9 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1 and 4-9 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[0J The drawing(s) fledon _____is/are: a)(] accepted or b)) objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)d All b)(J Some** ¢) None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) [ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20210920

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 189




Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AlA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
Non-Patent Literature
2. Light My Fire Spork”, on Page 6 of 8 there is a review dated December 2, 2009.
This is the date utilized for this reference.
Claim Objections
3. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities:

¢ Inclaim 6, the phrase “each side of the bowl!” should be replaced with
“each of the sides of the bow!”.

e Inclaim 7, the phrase “wherein a corner connects two of the substantially
flat edges” should be replaced with “wherein each of the corners
respectively connects adjacent ones of the substantially flat edges”.

Appropriate correction is required.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

5. Claims 1 and 4-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA),

second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly
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claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor (or for applications subject
to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 112, the applicant), regards as the invention.

In claim 1, the phrase “a curved chamfered outer edge having a splitting feature”
is unclear. There is not a sub-structure of the curved chamfered outer edge to
represent a cutting feature. Therefore, the curved chamfered outer edge does not have
a splitting feature. The edge is a splitting feature. The phrase should be replaced with
“a curved chamfered outer edge for splitting”.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AlA 35
U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any
correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

7. Claims 1, 4, and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable
over Light My Fire Spork (hereafter LMFS) in view of Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler
(3,014,277). Please see the Figure below with Examiner added reference labels to
LMFS.

With regards to claims 1, 4, and 8, LMFS discloses an eating utensil (a) with a

handle portion (b) integrally formed with a fork head portion at a first end (c) and a
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spoon head portion at a second end (d), the handle portion has a handle side portion
(e), the fork head portion has a fork side surface (f), the spoon head portion having a
spoon side surface (g), the side surfaces collectively define a continuous single side
surface of the utensil (e, f, g), the fork head portion has a plurality of tines (h), at least
one of the tines has a chamfered outer edge having a splitting feature (i), the chamfered
outer edge is chamfered at an angle from the fork side surface (i, f), the spoon head
portion has a bowl portion (j), the chamfered outer edge tapers to a point where the
handle portion meets the fork head portion (k), and the plurality of tines include two
outer and two inners tines each having a proximal base end and a distal tip (h).

However, with regards to claims 1 and 8, LMFS fails to disclose the chamfered
outer edge is curved and the base ends of the outer tines being wider than base ends of
the inner tines.

Miller teaches it is known in the art of fork head portions to incorporate an outer
serrated edge with a splitting feature being curved (37) and the base ends of the outer
tines being wider than base ends of the inner tines (Fig. 4). Therefore, it would have
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of filing, to have provided
LMFS with the curved outer splitting edge and base ends, as taught by Miller, because
all claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have
combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their
respective function and the combination would have yielded predictable results.

However, with regards to claims 1, 6, and 7, LMFS fails to disclose the spoon

bowl portion is substantially five-sided, each of the sides of the bowl portion has a
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substantially flat edge, and the five-side bowl portion has rounded corners connecting
the substantially flat edges.

Geckler teaches it is known in the art of spoon bowl portions to incorporate a
spoon bowl portion that is substantially five-sided (24, 28, 26, and the two sides
engaging 22), each of the sides of the bowl portion has a substantially flat edge (Fig. 1),
and and the five-side bowl portion has rounded corners connecting the substantially flat
edges (40 and Fig. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art, at the time of filing, to have provided LMFS with the spoon bowl portion
specifics, as taught by Geckler, because the substitution of one known element for
another would have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements were known in
the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by
known methods with no change in their respective function and the combination would
have yielded predictable results.

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over LMFS in
view Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277) as applied to claim 1 above, and
further in view of Eklind (6,151,999). LMFS in view of Miller and Geckler disclose the
invention but fail to disclose the utensil is formed of a glass reinforced thermoplastic
material.

Eklind teaches it is old and well known in the art of hand tools to incorporate
glass reinforced thermoplastic material (column 3 line 11). In light of Eklind, it would
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was
made to formed the utensil out of any reasonable material including glass reinforced

thermoplastic, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art
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to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter
of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. Therefore, it would have been
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of filing, to have provided LMFS in
view of Miller and Geckler with the glass reinforced thermoplastic material, as taught by
Eklind, because all claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the
art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in
their respective function and the combination would have yielded predictable results.

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over LMFS in
view Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277) as applied to claim 1 above, and
further in view of Bristow (D535,857). Please see the Figure below with Examiner
added reference labels to LMFS.

LMFS in view Miller and Geckler disclose the invention including the handle side
surface has side edges over a majority of a handle length (m in LMFS).

However, LMFS in view Miller and Geckler fail to disclose the side edges of the
handle side surface are substantially parallel lateral sides edges over a majority of a
handle length.

Bristow teaches it is known in the art of utensils with a handle connecting a fork
head with a spoon head to incorporate side edges of the handle side surface are
substantially parallel lateral sides edges over a majority of a handle length (Fig. 2).
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of
filing, to have provided LMFS with the parallel sides of the handle side surface, as
taught by Bristow, because the substitution of one known element for another would

have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements were known in the prior art
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and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known
methods with no change in their respective function and the combination would have

yielded predictable results.

Response to Arguments

10.  Applicant's arguments filed 8-9-21 have been fully considered but they are not
persuasive. The new rejection applied uses LMFS to disclose the chamfered outer
edge with splitting feature capabilities in view of Miller to cover the curved portion of the
limitation. Miller teaches that it is known for serrated edges on fork tines to be serrated
and curved. A serrated cutting edge is perfectly capable of performing a splitting
function. For example, the Modified LMFS edge is perfectly capable of splitting a stick
of butter into parts. In addition, just because an item may be bad at performing a

particular function does not disqualify it from being capable of performing the function.
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Conclusion

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37
CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-
3:30 pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s

supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on (571)272-4483. The fax phone
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-
273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

20 September 2021
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Sep 23, 2021 04:49:00 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 CTFR 09/23/2021 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on August 9, 2021.

Signed: /Cara Hedin/
Cara Hedin
AMENDMENT A

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the non-final Office Action dated May 7, 2021, please amend the above-

identified patent application as follows:

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 3
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper.
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Amendments to the Specification:

Please amend the specification as follows:

[0001] This application is a Divisional of U.S. Application No. 16/213,466 (now U.S. Patent

No. 10,555.629), filed on December 7, 2018, which is a Divisional of U.S. Application No.

15/268,175, filed on September 16, 2016. U.S. Application No. 15/268,175 is a Divisional of
U.S. Application No. 14/204,497, filed on March 11, 2014 (now U.S. Patent No. 9,468,321),
which is related to U.S. Design Application No. 29/484,447, filed on March 10, 2014, all of

which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.
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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1. (Currently Amended) An eating utensil, comprising:
a handle portion integrally formed with a fork head portion at a first end and a spoon
head portion at a second end, wherein:

the handle portion has a handle side surface, the fork head portion has a fork

side surface, and the spoon head portion has a spoon side surface, the fork side

surface, the spoon side surface, and the handle side surface collectively defining a

continuous single side surface of the utensil;

the fork head portion includes plurality of tines, wherein at least one of the tines

has a curved chamfered outer edge having a splitting feature, wherein the chamfered

outer edge is chamfered at an angle from the fork side surface; and

the spoon head portion has a substantially five-sided bowl portion.

2. (Canceled)

3. (Canceled)

4. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 1 3, wherein the chamfered

outer edge tapers to a point where the handle portion meets the fork head portion.

5. (Original) The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the eating utensil is formed of

a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.
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6. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the-five-sided

bowl-portion-bowl-portion-hasfive-sides—and each side of the bowl portion five-sides has a

substantially flat edge.

7. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 6, wherein the five-sided

bowl portion has substantially rounded corners, wherein a corner connects two of the

substantially flat edges.

8. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of

tines includes four two outer and two inner tines, each tine of the tines having a proximal base

end and a distal tip, with the base ends of outer tines being wider than the base ends of inner

tines.

9. (Currently Amended) The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the handle side

surface has substantially parallel lateral side edges over a majority of a length of the handle.
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REMARKS

Specification

Paragraph [0001] is amended in accordance with the Examiner’s suggestions.

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §112
Claims 3, 4, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112(b) as being indefinite for failing

to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventor or joint
inventor regards as the invention. Claim 3 is now canceled, and the other rejected claims are

amended in accordance with the Examiner’s suggestions to overcome the §112 rejection.

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103
Claims 1, 2, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over
Bristow (D535,857) in view of Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277). Claims 3 and 4

are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over Bristow in view of Miller and
Geckler, and further in view of Light My Fire Spork (LMFS). Claim 5 is rejected under 35
U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over Bristow in view of Miller and Geckler, and further in
view of Eklind (6,151,999).

Independent Claim 1 is amended to recite that the handle portion has a handle side
surface, the fork head portion has a fork side surface, and the spoon head portion has a spoon
side surface, the fork side surface, the spoon side surface, and the handle side surface collectively
defining a continuous single side surface of the utensil, and at least one of the tines has a curved
chamfered outer edge having a splitting feature, wherein the chamfered outer edge is chamfered
at an angle from the fork side surface. This amendment is fully supported by the specification
and claims, as originally filed, by, for example, Figs. 7A-7C.

The cited references do not disclose or suggest an eating utensil that has a fork head
having at least one of the tines having a curved chamfered outer edge having a splitting feature,
wherein the chamfered outer edge is chamfered at an angle from the fork side surface nor do the
cited references disclose or suggest a handle portion has a handle side surface, the fork head
portion has a fork side surface, and the spoon head portion has a spoon side surface, the fork side
surface, the spoon side surface, and the handle side surface collectively defining a continuous
single side surface of the utensil.

As noted by the Examiner, “Bristow fails to disclose at least one of the tines has a curved

outer edge with a cutting feature.” Miller is cited for disclosing one of the tines having a curved
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outer edge with a cutting feature. However, Miller does not disclose a curved chamfered outer
edge.

The LMFS does not disclose or suggest a curved outer chamfered surface either. The
LMEFS “chamfered surface” is along a substantially straight edge, not a curved edge, and the
LMEFS “chamfered surface” is also serrated. Serrated edges are typically provided to aid in a
sawing action by providing many small splits in the surface of the material that is being sawed.
The substantially straight serrated edge (as opposed to a curved edge) of the LMFES allows the
teeth of the serrated edge to cut through food using a “sawing action.”

In contrast, the claimed invention has a curved outer chamfered surface. The curved outer
chamfered surface of the claimed invention is better suited for “splitting” foods using a back and
forth rocking motion. If the LMFS serrated edge were curved, it would be much less effective;
there would be a much smaller length of the edge “sawing” the food at any given time. The
other cited references do not supply the deficiencies of the references discussed above.

Thus, for at least the reasons discussed above, amended independent Claim 1 is
patentable over the cited references, either alone or in combination. Dependent Claims 4-9,
which depend from and include all of the limitations of amended independent Claim 1, are
therefore also patentable. Furthermore, each of the dependent claims recites additional features

of advantage and utility.

Conclusion
Should the Office have any continuing questions or concerns related to the present
application, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set

out below in an effort to quickly and efficiently address such questions/concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Reg. No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on August 9, 2021.

Signed: /Cara Hedin/
Cara Hedin

AMENDMENT A TRANSMITTAL

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:
Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application.

The fee has been calculated as shown below.

Claims ngh'est Present Small Entity Large Entity
Alfter Previously Extra Rate Fee Rate Fee
Amendment Paid For x
Total Claims | 07 MINUS | 20 0 x50 =3%0.00 x 100 = $0.00
Independent | ;) MINUS | 03 0 x 240 = $0.00 | x 480 = 50.00
Claims
Multiple Dependent Claim Present and Fee Not Previously Paid
Total $0.00 $0.00
X Applicant(s) believe that no (additional) Extension of Time is required; however, if it is determined

that such an extension is required, Applicant(s) hereby petition that such an extension be granted
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the required fees for an Extension of Time under 37 CFR
1.136 to Deposit Account No. 50-4481.

= Please charge the required fees, or any additional fees required to facilitate filing the enclosed
response, to Deposit Account No. 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P008D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

[Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Reg. No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D2D1 9049
58766 7590 05/07/2021 | A AMINGR |
Beyer Law Group LLP
P O Box 51887 PRONE, JASON D
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3724
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
05/07/2021 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3-4-21.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s)  1-9 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1-9 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)» The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[¥) The drawing(s) filed on 12-23-19 is/are: a)¥} accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)(J Some**  ¢)(J None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.00 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20210504
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
Election/Restrictions
2. Applicant’s election without traverse of Species B (Figs. 7A-C) in the reply filed
on 3-4-21 is acknowledged.
Non-Patent Literature
3. In the “Light My Fire Spork”, on Page 6 of 8 there is a review dated December 2,
2009. This is the date utilized for this reference.
Specification
4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities:
e In paragraph [0001], the phrase (now U.S. Patent No. 10,555,629) should
be added after “16/213,466".
Appropriate correction is required.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

6. Claims 3, 4, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-

AlA), second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 3
Art Unit: 3724

distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA
the applicant regards as the invention.

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the cutting feature" on line 1. There is insufficient
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 3 depends from claim 1 and the
cutting feature is not introduced until claim 2.

With regards to claim 6, the disclosure that the five-sided bowl portion has five
sides is redundant. In order to be a five-sided portion, there is inherently five sides.

With regards to claim 7, the corners and the flat edges are unrelated which is not
supported. The corners connect the five flat edges and the claim needs to acknowledge
this relationship because this is the only way it is supported.

Claim 8 is replete with the limitations that do not properly reference back to
previously disclosed limitations. The body of the claim should be replaced with “wherein
the plurality of tines includes two outer tines and two inner tines, each of the tines
having a proximal base end and a distal tip, the base ends of the outer tines being wider
than the base ends of the inner tines”.

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the handle" on line 1 and line 2. There is
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 1 discloses a “handle
portion” and not a “handle”.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AlA 35

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 4
Art Unit: 3724

rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

8. Claims 1, 2, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable
over Bristow (D535,857) in view of Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277).
With regards to claims 1, 8, and 9, Bristow discloses an eating utensil (title) with a
handle portion integrally formed with a fork head portion at a first end and a spoon head
portion at a second end (Fig. 1), the fork head portion has a plurality of tines (Fig. 2), the
spoon head portion has a bowl portion (Fig. 1), the plurality of tines includes four tines
each with a proximal base end and a distal tip (Fig. 2), and the handle has substantially
parallel lateral sides edges over a majority of a handle length (Fig. 2).

However, with regards to claims 1, 2, and 8, Bristow fails to disclose at least one
of the tines has a curved outer edge with a cutting feature and the base ends of the
outer tines being wider than base ends of the inner tines.

Miller teaches it is known in the art of fork head portions to incorporate at least
one of the tines has a curved outer edge with a cutting feature (36) and the base ends
of the outer tines being wider than base ends of the inner tines (Fig. 4). Such a
modification allows for the fork to have an additional function. Therefore, it would have
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of filing, to have provided

Bristow with the curved edge cutting feature and base ends, as taught by Miller,
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because all claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could
have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their
respective function and the combination would have yielded predictable results.

However, with regards to claims 1, 6, and 7, Bristow fails to disclose the spoon
bowl portion is substantially five-sided, the five-sided bowl portion has five sides each
with a substantially flat edge, and five-side bowl portion has rounded corners.

Geckler teaches it is known in the art of spoon bowl portions to incorporate a
spoon bowl portion that is substantially five-sided (24, 28, 26, and the two sides
engaging 22), the five-sided bowl portion has five sides each with a substantially flat
edge (Fig. 1), and five-side bowl portion has rounded corners (40 and Fig. 1).
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of
filing, to have provided Bristow with the spoon bowl portion specifics, as taught by
Geckler, because the substitution of one known element for another would have yielded
predictable results and all claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled
in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no
change in their respective function and the combination would have yielded predictable
results.

9. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
Bristow (D535,857) in view Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277) of as applied
to claim 1 (and claim 2 in light of the antecedent basis issue above) above, and further
in view of Light My Fire Spork (hereafter LMFS). Please see the Figure below with
Examiner added reference labels to LMFS. Bristow in view of Miller and Geckler

disclose the invention but fail to disclose the cutting feature is a chamfered edge and
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the chamfered edge tapers to a point where the handle portion meets the fork head
portion.

LMFS teaches it is known in the art of fork tines with a cutting feature to
incorporate a chamfered outer edge (cs) and the chamfered edge tapers to a point
where the handle portion meets the fork head portion (p). It would have been well
within one’s technical skill to have defined the cutting edge in any reasonable known
way to define a cutting edge including utilizing a chamfered edge. Therefore, it would
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of filing, to have
provided Bristow in view of Miller and Geckler with a chamfered edged cutting feature,
as taught by LMFS, because the substitution of one known element for another would
have yielded predictable results and all claimed elements were known in the prior art
and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known
methods with no change in their respective function and the combination would have

yielded predictable results.

-. \\\\\\\\ p s

-
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10.  Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Bristow
(D535,857) in view Miller (2003/0110644) and Geckler (3,014,277) as applied to claim 1
above, and further in view of Eklind (6,151,999). Bristow in view of Miller and Geckler
disclose the invention but fail to disclose the utensil is formed of a glass reinforced
thermoplastic material.

Eklind teaches it is old and well known in the art of hand tools to incorporate
glass reinforced thermoplastic material (column 3 line 11). In light of Eklind, it would
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was
made to formed the utensil out of any reasonable material including glass reinforced
thermoplastic, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art
to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter
of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. Therefore, it would have been
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of filing, to have provided Bristow in
view of Miller and Geckler with the glass reinforced thermoplastic material, as taught by
Eklind, because all claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the
art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in
their respective function and the combination would have yielded predictable results.

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
(5671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-

3:30 pm.
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Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on (571)272-4483. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-
273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

04 May 2021
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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Save 20% on Hallmark Giftwrap this holiday season whean vou joln Amazon Family

Get 20% of Haumark giftwrap tor %\ Agcess siher exclusive benetits for

the hoiidays aronts

§\§ Snare your Rid's rge or arrival date \\\
A

The intormation you shaie will

txpiore other benefiis on
Jfamily, Wa'li
7 email you =

Sfter you clich "Submit’ you'tl be a4k
to 3 wide selection of Halimark g i
se from. 20% coif coupons for period

WY

d much

gach voare visible on the groduat discounts, parenting Hps
pages mere - handpicked just tor your family.
Boy or girt  Arvival date or birthdate
g T g 3
H H
i Month {1 Day i Year H

Product Description

Some cormmitied outdoor folks wanted sormething 5 Bit longer than the Spork origingl for those deep, freeze-dried food pouches that are just a little too
Hy tonger and wider,

axira madinm} to our assortment with the same features as cur Spork origingl, onty 5

dasp. 50 we added a slightly targear o
The Spork extra-medium iz parfect for stirring the ingrediants at the bottom of that bag without putting vour hand in your food. And just like the Spork
original, the Spork extra-maedium is parfect for vour backpadk, beat, picnic basket, tunchbox, purse, or briefrase.

From the Manufacturer

The Spork XM is 5 larger varsion of the spoon-fork-knife combo,

Cotoy Qeange
Product Bimensionsg: §x 1.6 x 1 inches

Shipping Weight: 0.8 sunces [View

Domestic Shigping: liem can be shipped w

international Shipping: This idem can be shipped to seiect countries outside of the LS. L
ABIM: BOOBSAZYXLG

item mode! number: 8-8PXM-BULK-T Orange

Average Lustomer Feview:

Amazon Hest Sellers Rank: #267

Dame Kived ) Tt Ay
»Lamp oKiohan w_wiware
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Would vou like 1o tell us about @ lower pries?

w -y

Be the first video

Your name here

N\

Cusiomer questions & answers

| Question:
0 :
: Answer:
votes
Question: car
0
CAnswer:
votes
92 customer reviews Read reviews that mention
3.7 out of 5 stars
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light my fire sea to sumimit fire spork broke in half tong enough

Review this product

Share your thoughts with other customers

. Great camping utensil at an awesome price!
B

H Write a customer review :

{

Varifiad Mavehase

I love backpacking and | really tove to eat. Over the past few moenths of almost-weekly backpacking
trips, P've found that the Light My Fire Spork meets 100 percent of my criteria: it scoops food and it's
tight and durable. | love that the fork and spoon are separate (combining them into a spork makes
both the spoon and the foerk worse). The knife edge cn the fork is pretty much useless, but | take this
camping and there's no food | need to cut {and if | did, | always have at least 1 real knife with me).

This is their newest model, which is pretty long {good for reaching the bottom of a freeze-dried meal
pouch or stirring a hot pot). | like the size, and § always chuckle when | see that the big utensil makes
my hand seem tiny!

Coynrnent Report abuse

?& Portista

Spoon-Fork Combo for Camping

Ad feadback

Larger than | expected (and brighter blue}, this is not a classic spork, in that the spoon and fork aren't
combined-- rather there's one at each end. As an additional benefit, the fork-end has a serrated edge
is supposed to serve as a knife as well. Unfortunately, you can't hold the food down with the fork
while you cut it with the knife, as silverware is normally used-- since the fork IS the knife, you'll end
up holding down whatever you're cutting with your fingers anyway. Still, most campers have a
separate knife anyway.

z
5
=,
£
I
)
3
&
]
-

witliamsr81

Fairty well executed Spork

ralvuary

Veritiad

{ took this ice fishing with me the other day, as sort of a trial run for my outdoor backpacking cooking
system. | was impressed with the functionality of the Light my Fire XM Spork, it makes sating far
easier and is certainly a lot lighter than your traditional fork, knife and speoon set. While it worked
fairly effectively, | was disappointed at how bendable it was. Under normal eating conditions | don't
see this being a problem, however if you had to stab intc something thick or have ever had one of the
plastic forks break in your hands be aware that this is going tc feel more durable but still 2 little
flimsy compared to your standard metal alloys. This spork also comes in 5 smaller model, but with my
large hands, | wear a XXU mechanics glove, this one was a perfect fit for me.

ROPOT aduss

Y Danislav

{ needed this

e Brreh
Wad Purchase

As a chrenic resistor to getting new gear that replaces working gear | already have, | needed to get
this. | have been using the same mess-kit metalware since the 1580s and | finally upgraded. | love this
thing. It is all-in-one and the light green makes it easy to find without being garish. The speon and
fork sides are a bit larger than your average spoon and fork, but the size makes it, especially the
speoon side, much more useful. t don't use the "knife” part very much since | use my pocket knife.
Lightweight, great shape, and super easy to clean.

Comment
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Set up an Amazon Giveaway

Christopher S. Cernette

AWESOME product

I recently saw someone using one of these, and knew t had to have one. The best, simplest utensil
option for camping, or just to have around the office when you want a snack.

This version is heat-resistant and large, for scooping out of the deep bags that camping food can
come in, which is grest, but the spoon may be a bit too big for those with a small mouth.

Other versions include the smatler and more durable Light My ¥
a2 Spovk which is available in different colors, individually, or in pa;ks

Nobody Special

Not perfect

Great size for a big eater {and those camping / freeze-dried food pouches). Lightweight and useful,
but toc flexible for me. I'll keep it for an emergency {if | "forget” to do the dishes), but | think I'll go for
a titanium or stainless spork instead. Now if | can find one that is the size of this XM.

'm also concerned if | were to keep this in winter camping kit that the cold weather would cause it te
become overly brittle - but | have no data/experience on it's flexibility/usability in cold weather.

Amazon Customer

Cool idea, sturdy, works well, lightweight. Bends but doesn't break.

Cool idea, works well. Easy to wash, hasn't stained, bends but is sturdy and doesn't break.
Definitely a Big spoon and Big fork.
The only thing I'm not crazy about is my own personal issue - that | have a small mouth - so | have to

be careful when using the fork end, because the knife ridges on one edge of the fork can tear up the
corner of my mouth.
! still use it and like it a lot.

Cletus Furple

A bit flimsy for my liking

Varified Purahase

t got two of these for college as | didn't want to have to take full silverware sets with me and fora
while they worked fine. While | was eating ice cream with one of them theugh the spoen end snapped
off which | found a bit annoying. | can't remember what happened to the cther one, but it ended up
shapping as well. | like the design, but I'd recommend upgrading to the titanium versicn of this spoon
instead.

=
2.
A
£
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Amazon Giveaway allows you to run promoticnal giveaways in order

S .
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\" to create buzz, reward your audience, and attract new followers and
$H

S

customers. Lesi iioes about A

i Givaaway

This item: Light my Fire Spork Extra Medium BPA-Free Tritan Sperk with Full-Sized Spoon, Fork and Serrated Knife Edge

H . H
Setup a giveaway |

Page 10of3

Your recently viewed items and featured recommendations

Best Sellers based on your browsing history
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Inspired by your browsing history
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27. | 1,372,325 03/22/1921 | Willemin 04/09/1919
28. | D59,869 11/29/1921 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
29. | D60,369 02/07/1922 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
30. 1,425,750 08/15/1922 | Crawford 12/20/1920
31. | 1,452,337 04/17/1923 | Brecel 11/16/21
32. | D63,047 09/25/1923 | Adler 03/19/1923
33. | 1,699,248 01/15/1929 | Pasal 11/19/1923
34. | 1,868,289 07/19/1932 | Leidel 05/22/1930)
33. | D93,956 11/27/1934 | Wilson 05/01/1934
36. | 1,984,081 12/11/1934 | Pisculli 03/30/1934
37. 12,010,074 08/06/35 Fuerst 04/16/35
38. [2,109.016 02/22/1938 | Ringer 01/23/1937
39. 2,251,842 08/05/1941 | Hill 06/02/39
40. 12,318,129 05/04/1943 | Torode 06/02/1941
41. | D143,431 01/01/1946 | Lapin 10/16/45
42. 12,439,882 04/20/1948 | Beddow 04/01/1946
43. 12,470,492 05/17/1949 | Jenkins 01/30/1946
44, 12,505,122 04/25/1950 | Krieger, Ir. 05/26/1947
45, | D149,920 08/29/1950 | Pavlinetz 11/28/1947
46. |2,542,600 02/20/1951 | Vaccarezza 07/15/1948
47. 12,610,400 09/16/1952 | Wendling 06/05/50
48. 12,752,678 (07/03/1956 | Welch 12/24/1954
49. | D184,317 01/27/1959 | McArthur 07725157
50. 13,014,277 12/26/1961 | Geckler 06/23/60
51. 13,121,951 02/25/1964 | Green 12/12/60
52. 13,138,871 06/30/1964 | Sears 10/21/63
53. | D199,630 11/24/1964 | Dedic, Sr. 02/17/64
54. | D209,704 12/26/1967 | Siune et al. 01/24/1967

Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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55. | D210,549 03/19/1968 | O’Brien 01/23/1967
56. [3,586,161 06/22/1971 | Fong et al. 07/10/69
57. 3,596,965 08/03/1971 | Wootter 10/22/1968
58. 13,630,249 12/28/1971 | Brunwin 02/20/70
59. 13,771,224 11/13/1973 | Bono, Ir. 02/03/1972
60. | 3,967,376 07/06/1976 | Foley 02/05/1974
61. [ D241,302 09/07/1976 | Scigliano 12/17/1974
62. |3,991,466 11/16/1976 | Smith 02/09/76
03. | D249,926 10/17/1978 | Wong 01214777
64. | 4,317,284 03/02/1982 | Prindle 03/21/1980
65. | 4,377,035 03/22/83 Dalichow 03/12/81
66. | D269,060 05/24/83 Creamer 09/05/80
67. | 4,425,711 01/17/84 | Wood et al. 11/12/80
68. | 4,524,512 06/25/85 | Formo et al. 04/25/83
69. | D284.,442 07/01/86 | Chan 03/06/84
70. 4,615,120 10/07/86 Newman 12/21/84
71. | 4,625,404 12/02/86 | Valente et al. 02/19/83
72. 14,771,541 09/20/88 Bouchakian 07/13/87
73. | 4,835,864 06/06/89 | Tang 02/22/88
74. | 4,984,367 01/15/91 Albanese 01/08/90
75. 14,995,154 02/26/91 Bamber 08/16/89
76. | D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
77. | D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
78. | D325,855 05/05/92 | Rea, Sr. 09/18/91
79. 15,197,623 03/30/93 | Wang 09/18/92
80. | D342,422 12/21/93 Sanford 02/08/90
81. [5,327.650 06/12/94 | Rojas 10/14/93
82. | D347,975 06/21/94 | Zeller 08/27/93

Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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83. | D362,160 09/12/95 | Brabeck et al. 07/02/93
84. 5,542,181 08/06/96 | Gaylord 07/31/95
83. | D376,514 12/17/96 Torkelson 04/08/96
80. | D388,604 01/06/98 | Gagnon et al. 12/09/96
37. | D391,123 02/24/98 | Reyet al. 02/19/97
88. 5,735,050 04/07/98 | Hsieh 04/14/97
89. | D396,613 08/04/1998 | Cousins 06/30/1997
g0, [D401,481 11/24/98 | Boilard et al. 11/25/97
91. [5,845,403 12/08/98 | Nivin 09/13/95
92. | D412,813 08/17/99 | Roskind et al. 10/13/98
93. 15,940,974 08/24/99 | Lee 06/15/98
94. | D414,988 10/12/99 | Santini 01/04/99
95. | D414,988 10/12/99 | Santini 01/04/99
96. | 6,145,204 11/14/00 | Cash 10/15/99
97. 6,151,999 11/28/00 | Eklind 07/06/99
98. | 6,463,662 10/15/02 | Coscia et al. 04/09/01
99. |2003/0029044 02/13/03 | Mattson et al. 08/10/01
100.12003/0110644 06/19/03 | Miller 12/18/01
101.] 6,647,828 11/18/03 | Hakim 09/23/02
102.| D491,419 06/15/04 | White et al. 05/02/03
103. ] 2005/0066531 03/31/05 | Hougland 09/25/03
104. | 2005/0155229 07/21/05 | Lee 07/28/04
105.| D509,708 09/20/05 | Schmidt 06/18/04
106.| 7,013,568 03/21/06 | Schrnidt 09/08/04
107.| D530,986 10/31/06 | Lago-Arenas 10/01/04
108. | D530,985 10/31/06 | Evans 10/11/05
109.|2006/0248732 11/09/06 | Straube 05/04/05
110.] D533,034 12/05/06 | Wasserman 08/11/04

Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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111.|D535,857 01/30/07 | Bristow 12/22/05
112. | D536,222 02/06/07 | Heiberg et al. 06/08/05
113. | D536,221 02/06/07 | Kamins 10/06/04
114.|D537,302 02/27/Q7 | Vrhovski 01/17/06
115.2007/0084063 04/19/07 | Hughes 11/09/06
116. | 2007/0124943 06/07/07 | Hougland 10/11/06
117.2007/0251103 11/01/07 | Rhodes III 05/01/06
118. | D554,951 11/13/2007 | McGrath 01/25/07
119. | 2008/0000092 01/03/08 | Vanguard 06/30/06
120. | 2008/0016698 01/24/08 | Simpson 07/21/06
121.| D563,737 03/11/08 | Shane-Schuldt 10/03/07
122.12008/0148575 06/26/08 | Chan 12/22/06
123.| D575,593 08/26/08 | Svartstrom 12/05/07
124. | 2008/0256807 10/23/08 | Kirkup 04/12/08
125.| D587,075 02/24/09 | Dibnah et al. 04/25/08
126. | 2009/0172949 07/09/09 | Waltts 07/16/07
127. | 2009/0205209 08/20/09 | Tovar 02/16/08
128. | 2009/0293283 12/03/09 | Hsu 05/30/08
129. | D608,602 01/26/10 | Davies et al. 06/01/09
130. | D609,060 02/02/10 | Pallotto 03/31/09
131. [ D612,692 03/30/10 Menceles 08/11/09
132.| D617,156 06/08/10 | Griffith 10/08/09
133.| D618,070 06/22/10 | Jalet et al. 06/29/09
134.2010/0206885 08/19/10 | Bowden et al. 02/19/10
135.2010/0218382 09/02/10 | Scott 03/02/09
136. | D625,153 10/12/10 | Gallop et al. 09/25/08
137. 7,816,634 10/19/10 | Guide, Jr. et al. 03/22/06
138. 7,656,722 12/28/10 Lago-Arenas 09/27/04

Examiner /3:s0n Daniel Prone/

Date Considered

05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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139.| D633,344 03/01/11 Nordwall 06/10/10
140. | 2011/0091521 04/21/11 Omelchenko 04/12/10
141. | D637,309 05/03/11 Park 08/18/10
142. ( 2012/0036724 02/16/12 | Walters 07/22/11
143.| D656,799 04/03/12 | Lebean 03/28/11
144.| 8,296,957 10/30/12 | Muehlemann 03/06/07
145.| 2012/0297628 11/29/12 | Rayko et al. 05/23/11
146.| D673,431 01/01/13 | Glavin et al. 07/18/12
147.| D676,286 02/19/13 | Lion et al. 06/07/12
148. | 2013/0152406 06/20/13 | McFarland 12720111
149.| D686,045 07/16/13 | Stewart et al. 03/07/12
150. | D690,156 09/24/13 | Apple et al. 03/04/13
151. 8,635,780 01/28/14 | Abul 06/17/13
152, 2014/0026425 01/30/14 | Kim 03/11/13
153.] 8,689,453 04/08/14 | Vogan 05/24/12
154.| 8,726,525 05/20/14 | Bagley et al. 01/13/11
155. | D705,020 05/20/14 | Fraser et al. 05/07/13
156.| D706,586 06/10/14 Kestenbaum 04/22/13
157.] 8,839,522 09/23/14 | Walters 07/22/11
158.| D718,093 11/25/14 | Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
159.12015/0014329 01/15/15 | Konopatsky 07/09/13
160. | D722,837 02/24/15 | Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
161. | D730,049 05/26/15 | Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
162. | 9,061,429 06/23/15 | Barber 03/15/13
163.2015/0257562 09/17/15 | Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
164. | D739,685 09/29/15 Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
165. | D740,079 10/06/15 | Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
166. | D745,339 12/15/15 | Cetti 06/18/14
Examiner /Jason Daniel Prone/ Date Considered 05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 240
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JDP/



Receipt date:

12/23/2019

16/725,397 — GAU: 3724

Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMGI1P008D2D1
Application No.: Unassigned
Information Disclosure Applicant MIKSOVSKY et al.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date Herewith
Group Unassigned
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 7 of 9
Date Submitted December 23, 2019
167. | D746,644 01/05/16 | Cai 09/26/14
168.| D747,159 01/12/16 | Frost 05/22/14
169.| D752,918 04/05/16 | Katopis 10/27/14
170. | D753,447 04/12/16 | Busboom 12/15/14
171. | D736,171 05/17/16 | Mou 12/09/13
172.| D756,172 05/17/16 | Mou 12/09/13
173.| D758,808 06/14/16 | Gatewood 03/18/15
174.] 9,434,590 09/06/16 | Miksovsky et al. 03/1114
175. | 9,468,321 10/18/16 | Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
176. | 2017/0000276 01/05/17 | Miksovsky et al. 09/16/16
177.] 9,549,626 01/24/17 | Truog et al. 11/13/14
178.| D782,254 03/28/17 | loseph 09/29/15
179. | D794,400 08/15/17 | Young 02/26/16
180. | D807,127 01/09/18 | Levi 08/02/16
181. | D812,994 03/20/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
182.| D812,995 03/20/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
183. | DB13,616 03/27/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
184. | DB16,432 05/01/18 | Huang 05/15/17
185. | D825,104 08/07/18 | Simard et al. 12/31/15
186. | D828,730 09/18/18 | Gauss et al. 08/03/17
187.| DB834,887 12/04/18 | Miksovsky et al. 03/29/18
188. | DB42,662 03/12/19 | Bloch et al. 10/11217
189. [ 2019/0104873 04/11/19 | Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
190. | 2019/0110620 04/18/19 | Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
191. | 5,904,250 05/18/99 | De Schutter 09/02/94
Examiner Date Considered

/Jason Daniel Prone/

05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application

Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class | Yes |No
192.1 WQ 2013/095407 06/27/13 |PCT
193.10 129 495 12/27/84 |EP
194.| DE 44 17 037 12/03/98 |DE Abstract
195.(22,788 09/02/1915 | GB
196. | CN 202874843 04/17/13 | CN Abstract
197.1 CN 200945058 09/12/07 | CN Abstract
198.| CN201691585 01/05/11 |CN Abstract
199. | CN202234496 05/30/112 |CN Abstract
200.1203424719 02/12/14 |CN Abstract
201.1 WO 2015/138218 09/17/15 |PCT
202.| GB 1337613 11/14/73 | GB
203.1 102068177 05/25/11 |CN Abstract
204. | 2373000 04/12/00 | CN Abstract
205.| 2231889 (07/31/96 |CN Abstract

Other Documents

Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

206. | Alite, Cloverware Lite, hitp://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-lite.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

207. | Alite, Cloverware 2.0, http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-538.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

208. | Guyot, Microbites ™, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/product-microbites/,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

209. | Guyot, Utensils, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/utensils/, downloaded on March
6, 2014.

210. | International Search Report dated July 8, 2015 from International Application
No. PCT/US2015/019017.

211. | Written Opinion dated July 8, 2015 from International Application No.
PCT/US2015/019017.

212. | Chinese Office Action dated April 27, 2017 from Chinese Application No.
201580022197.1.

Examiner Date Considered
/Jason Daniel Prone/ 05/04/2021

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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213. | Chinese Office Action dated August 1, 2017 from Chinese Application No.
2016111635252,

214. | European Search Report dated June 16, 2017 from European Application No.
16202786.3-1653.

215. | European Office Action dated October 17, 2018 from European Patent
Application No. 16 202 786.6 - 1011.

216. | Light My Fire, Spork original,
hitp://www.lightmyfire.com/products/products/spork/spork-original .aspx,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

217. | Primus, Folding Spork, http://store.primuscamping.com/cookware/utensils-and-
accessories/primus-folding-spork-black/, downloaded on March 6, 2014.

218. | DCIL, Swivel Spork & Knife Set, http://shop.dcigift.com/p/swivel-spork-knife-set,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

219.| 1.8, Office Action dated April 19, 2019 from U.S. Application No. 16/213,466.

220.| U.S. Office Action dated May 7, 2019 from U.S. Application No. 16/213,536.

221. | MSR Folding Camp Utensils, https://www.msrgear.com/cookware/folding-
utensils, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

222. | GSI Outdoors, Telescoping Foon, http://www_gsioutdoors.com/telescoping-
foon.html, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

2573, | GSI Outdoors, Pivot Spatula, http://www_gsioutdoors.com/pivot-spatula.html,
downloaded on September 20, 2018.

224. | Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 29/653,612, filed on June 16, 2018.
225. | Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 29/653,5935, filed on June 135, 2018.

226. | Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 16/439,425 filed on June 12, 2019.
227. | U.S. Final Office Action dated September 16, 2019 from U.S. Application No.
16/213,536.

228, | Chinese Office Action dated August 2, 2019 from Chinese Application No.
201810024557.1.

229 | U.S. Final Office Action dated October 9, 2019 from U.S. Application No.
16/213,466.

230. | Extended European Search Report dated October 22, 2019 from European
Application No. 18208165.3-1011/3488740.

Examiner Date Considered 05/04/2021

/Jason Daniel Prone/

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 243
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JDP/



EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

'Ref Hits Search Query  DBs  Default Plurals Time
# 5 5 - Operator ¢ Stamp

11 2 "16528978" US- OR OFF  2021/05/04
PGPUB; 11:13

2 3 "16213466" Us-  OR OFF  2021/05/04
i : i PGPUB; : § 111:13 i

L3 244 ("0032916" | "0033703" | "0034069" | - Us- : ‘OFF  :2021/05/04

? i -"0034098" | "0034712" | "0046832" | PGPUB; : 111:13
1"0088370" | "0398264" | "0671740" | -USPAT; ? i
1"0675475" | "0812424" | "0849098" | - USOCR
."0854745" | "0870413" | "0972777" | i
"1053387" | "1229696" | "1271679" |
1"1277205" | "1337174" | "1348762" |
1"1372325" | "1425750" | "1452337" |
1"1699248" | "1868289" | "1984081" |
1"20030029044" | "20030110644" |
1"20050066531" | "20050155229" |
."20060248732" | "20070084063" |
"20070124943" | "20070251103" |
:"20080000092" | "20080016698" |
1"20080148575" | "20080256807" |
-"20090172949" | "20090205209" |
1"20090293283" | "20100206885" |
1"20100218382" | "2010074" | "20110091521"
11 "20120036724" | "20120297628" | :
1"20130152406" | "20140026425" |
1"20150014329" | "20150257562" |
1"20170000276" | "2109016" | "2251842" |
1"2318129" | "2439882" | "2470492" |
"2505122" | "2542600" | "2610400" |
1"2752678" | "3014277" | "3121951" |
1"3138871" | "3586161" | "3596965" |
"3630249" | "3771224" | "3967376" |
1"3991466" | "4317284" | "4377035" |
."4425711" | "4524512" | "4615120" |
"4625404" | "4771541" | "4835864" |
"4984367" | "4995154" | "5197623" |
-"5327650" | "5542181" | "5735050" |
."5845403" | "5904250" | "5940974" |
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"6145204" | "6151999" | "6463662" |
"6647828" | "7013568" | "7816634" |
"7856722" | "8296957" | "8635780" |
"8689453" | "8726525" | "8839522" |
"9061429" | "9434590" | "9468321" |
"9549626" | "D030129" | "D031575" |
"D053165" | "D059869" | "D060369" |
"D063047" | "D093956" | "D143431" |
"D149920" | "D184317" | "D199630" | |
"D209704").PN. OR ("D210549" | "D241302" |
"D249926" | "D269060" | "D284442" | :
"D318300" | "D318600" | "D325855" |
"D342422" | "D347975" | "D362160" |
"D376514" | "D388664" | "D391123" |
"D396613" | "D401481" | "D412813" |
"D414988" | "D491419" | "D509708" |
"D530985" | "D530986" | "D533034" |
"D535857" | "D536221" | "D536222" |
"D537302" | "D554951" | "D563737" |
"D575593" | "D587075" | "D608602" |
"D609060" | "D612692" | "D617156" |
"D618070" | "D625153" | "D633344" |
"D637309" | "D656799" | "D673431" |
"D676286" | "D686045" | "D690156" |
"D705020" | "D706586" | "D718093" |
"D722837" | "D730049" | "D739685" |
"D740079" | "D745339" | "D746644" |
"D747159" | "D752918" | "D753447" |
"D756171" | "D756172" | "D758808" |
"D782254" | "D794400" | "D807127" |
"D812994" | "D812995" | "D813616" |
"D816432" | "D825104" | "D828730" |
"D834887" | "D842662" | "RE07925" |
_"RE09687").PN. OR ("10555629").URPN.

L4 2,126 A47921/02,023,04,06,08.cpc. US- ‘OR 'OFF  :2021/05/04
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

May 07, 2021 04:15:47 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.

16725397 CTNF 05/07/2021 HMG1P008D2D1
892 05/07/2021 HMG1P008D2D1
1449 05/07/2021 HMG1P008D2D1
1449 05/07/2021 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 247



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

PRONE, JASON D.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on March 4, 2021.

Signed: /Cara Hedin/
Cara Hedin

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated February 11, 2021, Applicant hereby
elects, without traverse, Species B, Figs 7A-C, claims 1-9 to prosecute in the above-identified
patent application.

If any fees are due in connection with the filing of this Response to Restriction
Requirement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account
50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P0O08D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Registration No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 42090679
Application Number: 16725397
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9049

Title of Invention:

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY

Customer Number:

58766

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Hedin
Filer Authorized By: Tina Chen
Attorney Docket Number: HMG1P008D2D1
Receipt Date: 04-MAR-2021
Filing Date: 23-DEC-2019
Time Stamp: 16:05:53

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
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Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 18876

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMG1P008D2D1 9049
58766 7590 02/11/2021 | A AMINGR |
Beyer Law Group LLP
P O Box 51887 PRONE, JASON D
Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3724
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
02/11/2021 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/725,397 MIKSOVSKY et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JASON D PRONE 3724 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)(J Responsive to communication(s) fledon
UJ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) [J This action is non-final.

3)J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ___is/are allowed.
7) [OJ Claim(s) ____is/are rejected.
8) [0 Claim(s) is/are objected to.
9) Claim(s) 1-20 are subiject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.
Application Papers
10)(J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)(J The drawing(s) fledon ____is/are: a)(] accepted or b){ ] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)d All b)(J Some** ¢)(d None of the:
1.[J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) [ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20210119
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 2
Art Unit: 3724

DETAILED ACTION
Election/Restrictions
1. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct
species:

e Species A: Figures 1-6D

e Species B: Figures 7A-7C

The species are independent or distinct because each species incorporates
structure not incorporated by the other species. In addition, these species are not
obvious variants of each other based on the current record.

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species, or
a single grouping of patentably indistinct species, for prosecution on the merits to which
the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently,
some claims may be generic.

There is a search and/or examination burden for the patentably distinct species
as set forth above because at least the following reason(s) apply:

e the species or groupings of patentably indistinct species require a different
field of search (e.g., searching different classes /subclasses or electronic
resources, or employing different search strategies or search queries).

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must
include (i) an election of a species to be examined even though the requirement
may be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing

the elected species or grouping of patentably indistinct species, including any
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 3
Art Unit: 3724

claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are
generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election.

The election may be made with or without traverse. To preserve a right to
petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and
specifically point out supposed errors in the election of species requirement, the election
shall be treated as an election without traverse. Traversal must be presented at the time
of election in order to be considered timely. Failure to timely traverse the requirement
will result in the loss of right to petition under 37 CFR 1.144. If claims are added after
the election, applicant must indicate which of these claims are readable on the elected
species or grouping of patentably indistinct species.

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species, or groupings of
patentably indistinct species from which election is required, are not patentably distinct,
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing them
to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either
instance, if the examiner finds one of the species unpatentable over the prior art, the
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 or pre-AlA 35
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other species.

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to JASON DANIEL PRONE whose telephone number is
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Application/Control Number: 16/725,397 Page 4
Art Unit: 3724

(5671)272-4513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am-
3:30 pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on (571)272-4483. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-
273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

08 February 2021
/Jason Daniel Prone/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Feb 11, 2021 04:09:36 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 CTRS 02/11/2021 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

May 01, 2020 04:07:05 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 NTC.PUB 04/30/2020 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/725,397 12/23/2019 Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY HMGI1P00SD2D1
CONFIRMATION NO. 9049
58766 PUBLICATION NOTICE

Beyer Law Group LLP

oD B 51687 T

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887 0000 82

QTR

Title:EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Publication No.US-2020-0128984-A1
Publication Date:04/30/2020

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and

the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through

the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Form 1449 (Modified) Atty Docket No. HMGI1P008D2D1
Application No.: 16/725,397
Information Disclosure Applicant MIKSOVSKY et al.
Statement By Applicant Filing Date December 23, 2019
Group 3724
(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) Page 1 of 1
Date Submitted March 20, 2020

U.S. Patent Documents

Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- | Filing
Initial class [ Date
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application
Examiner | No. | Document No. Publicati | Country or | Class |Sub- | Translation
Initial on Date | Patent Office Class |Yes |No
I1. | 2006-247086 09/21/06 |JP Abstract
12.
Other Documents
Examiner

Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date

13. | European Office Action dated March 5, 2020 from European Application No. 16
202 786.6 —1011.

14.

15.

16.

Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Eucopdisches

Patant Office

Office eurgpéen
des brevets

turopean Patent Office

patentamt Postbus 5818
Eurcpean 2280 HY Rijswik

NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 70 340 2040
Fax: +31 70 340 3015

Dehns

St. Bride's House
10 Salishury Square
London EC4Y 84D
ROYAUME-LINI

Formalities Officer
Name: Madeira, Jodo Luis
Teb +31 70 340 - 987¢

ar call

+31 (0y70 340 458 G0

Substantive Examiner
MName: Van Bastelasre, Tiny
Tel: +31 70 340 - 4802

Application No. Hef. Date

16 202 785.6 - 1011 496.130244/01 (5.03.2020

Applicant
Hurnangear, Inc.

Communication pursuant to Article 34(3) EPC

The examinalion of the above-identified application has revealed that it does not mest the requirements of the
FEuropean Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are not rectified
the application may be refused pursuant to Arlicle 97(2) EPC.

You are invited to file your cbservations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as o be rectifisbie, io correct
the indicated deficiencies within a period

of 4 months

from the natification of this communication, this period being compuied in accordance with Rules 126(2) and
131(2) and (4} EPC. One set of amendments to the description, claims and drawings is to be filed within the
said period on separate sheets (R. 50(1) EPC).

if filing amendmaents, you must identify them and indicate the basis for them in the application as filed. Failure
o meel either requirement may lead {o a communication from the Examining Division requesting that you
correct this deficiency (R. 137(4) EPC).

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time will result in the application being deemed to be
withdrawn (Art. 84(4) EPC).

Registered letter

EPO Form 2001 11.16TR)
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Date 05.03.2020 Gheet 2

Application No.; 16 202 786.6
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Van Bastelaere, Tiny
Primary Examiner

For the Examining Division
Enclosurs(s): 4 pages reasons (Form 2806)

US-D0535857-G, JP-2006247086-A & PAJ abstract

Registered letter

EPO Form 2001 11.16TR)
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Datum Blatt Anmelde-Nr

Date 05.03.202¢0 Sheet 1 Apptication No: 16 202 786.6
Date Feuille Demande n®:
The sxaminalion is being carried oul on the following application documents
Description, Pages

515 as originally filed

1-4 filed in slactronic form on 27-02-2019
Claims, Numbers

1-§ filed in elsctronic form on 19-01-2018
Drawings, Sheets

1/24-3/24 filed in elactronic form on 19-01-2018

Reference is made to the following document; the numbering will be adhered o in the
rest of the procedure.

Reference is made to the following document; the numbering will be adhered (o in the
rest of the procedure.

D2 US 2005/155229 A1 (LEE CHING M [CN] 21 July 2005 (2005-07-21)
D6 US 2013/152406 A1 (MCFARLAND DAVID B [US]) 20 June 2013

(2013-06-20)

The following documentis are cited by the Examiner. A copy of the documents is
annexed to the communication and the numbering will be adhered to in the rest of the
procedure.

D11 US D 535 857 S (BRISTOW MICHAEL M [US]) 30 January 2007
(2007-01-30)

D12 JP 2006 247086 A (KATAOKA SHUNPE! 21 September 2006
(2006-09-21)

Ak kdkdd

EPQ Form 2808 01.917TRI
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Datunt Blatt Anmelde-Nr:
Date 05.03.2020 Sheat 2 Application No: 1
Date Feuilie Demande n®:
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1. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC,
because the subject-matter of claims 1-6 does not involve an inventive step in the
sense of Arlicle 56 EPC.

1.1 D6 discloses (see figure 16 and §58)

An eafing ulensil {fork 100), comprising:

a handle having a first end and a second end;

a first head portion attached to the first end of the handle, wherein the first head
portion comprises a plurality of tines, whereby

at least one of the plurality of tines has a chamfered curved outer edge (thinned
cutting edge, see figure 16, where it is visible that this is achieved by a chamfer
along the whole length) along substantially its entive length;

from which the subject-matier of claim 1 differs in that the ealing utensil further
comprises:

a second head portion aitached 1o the second end of the handle, wherein the
second head portion comprises a bowl of a spoon.

The result is that the fork which due to the chamiered edge has already a
cutting function of a knife, can also be used as a spoon, and the objective
problem can therefore be regarded as how 1o add this spoon function {o the
fork.

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present gpplication cannot be
considered o involve an inventive step (Articles 52(1) and 56 £EPC). These
features have already been employed for the same purpose in a similar fork
(see e.g. D11). It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when
the same result is 1o be achieved, {0 apply these features with corresponding
etfect lo a fork according to D6, thereby arriving at an eating uiensil according to
claim 1.

The subject-matier of claim 1 does not therefore involve an inventive step
{(Articles 52(1) and 56 EPC).

EPQ Form 2806 01.31TRI
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Datum Blatt Anmelde-Nr

Date 05.03.202¢0 Sheet 3 Apptication No: 16 202 786.6

Date Feuilie Demande n®:
The examiner also refers 1o document D12, which discloses the same features
of claim 1 as D6 does, and furthermore spefically mentions a chamier (see
figure 5, §9, chamfer 8).

1.2 The features of claims 2-6 are even 50 considered not to involve an inventive step

for the foliowing reasons:

2.

* D6 furthermore discloses the features of claims 3 (see e.g. figures 16, 22...}
* D12 furthermore discloses the features of claims 2 (see figures)

“ Claims 4,5: it needs to be mentioned that these {eatures are as such not clear
(Article 84 EPC), since the figures of the current application show a fork that is
made in a plane which is curved, so that the central tines are also curved in that
plane.

in the following these feaiures are interpreted in such a way, that the outer side
edges of a central tine fall in a flat ("straight™} orthogonal plane thal intersecis
the curved plane of the fork end of the utensil. Hence this intersecting line is not
straight as such.

D11 discloses, see figures, al least one central tine that is substantially straight
{claim 4), in a similar interpretation as the features of the current application,
and so is also its inner edge substantially straight (claim 5}.

* Claim 6: The use of a glass reinforced thermoplastic material is considered to
be an obvious choice.

it is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for

a new, allowable claim.

3.

Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular matier as patentable,
an independent claim should be filed in the two-part form in accordance with
Hule 43(1) EPC, with those features kKnown in combination from the prior art D1
being placed in the preamble {Hule 43(1){a) EPC).

Care should be taken during revision, especially of the introductory portion and any

statements of problem or advantage, not to add subject-matter which extends beyond
the content of the application as originally filed (Article 123(2) EPC).

EPQ Form 2806 01.31TRI
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Datunt Blatt Anmelde-Nr:
Date 05.03.2020 Sheat 4 Application No: 1
Date Feuilie Demande n®:
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4. D1 should be identified in the description and the invention as claimed should be
disclosed in the description (Rule 42 EPC).

5. In order to comply with the requirements of Rule 137(4) ERC, the applicant should
clearly identify the amendments made, irrespective of whether they concern
amendments by addition, replacement or deletion, and indicate the passages of the
apphication as filed on which these amendments are based (see Guidelines H [H 2.2},

These indications could be submitied in handwritten form on a copy of the relevant paris
of the application as filed.
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Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 266



Espacenet - Bibliographic data Page 1 of 1

&
&

s

v

Espacenst

B

Bikliographic data: JP2006247086 (A} — 2006-08-21

FORK FOR EATING AND DRINKING
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Classification: - international: A47G21/02

- cooperative:
Application number: JP20050066687 20050310 Global Dossier
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Abstract of JPI00824T088 (A}

PROBLEM TGO BE SOLVED: To provide a fork which facilitatas the scooping of 3 sauce
attached 1o a dish when a cuising on which the liquid sauces or the like is poured is
saten using a kndfe and the fork, and has an appearancs not much different from the
conventional fork, [ SQLUTION: The fork for eating and drinking is so constituted that a
side face outside of at least one cutermost tine forms a sham angls 1o the upper face of
the tine and a recess 10 keep the food and drink is disposed in the upper face of the
outermost tine [ CORPYRIGHT: (C)2008, JPQENCIPI
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1

Application No.: 16/725,397 Examiner:

WELLINGTON, ANDREA L.
Filed: December 23, 2019

Group: 3724
Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Confirmation No.: 9049

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on March 20, 2020.

Signed: /Cara Hedin/
Cara Hedin

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
37 CFR §§1.56 AND 1.97(b)

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

The reference(s) identified in the attached PTO Form 1449 (copies of non-U.S. references
are attached) may be material to examination of the above-identified patent application.
Applicants identify the reference(s) in compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37
CFR §§1.56 and 1.97. The Examiner is requested to make the identified reference(s) of official

record in this application.

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this application

does not exist, or that the identified reference(s) indeed constitute prior art.

This Information Disclosure Statement is: (i) filed within three (3) months of the filing
date of the above-referenced application, (ii) believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first
Office Action on the merits, or (iii) believed to be filed before the mailing of a first Office
Action after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination under §1.114. Accordingly, it is

believed that no fees are due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure
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Statement. However, if it is determined that any fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby
authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P0O08D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Registration No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE RECD ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
16/725,397 12/23/2019 3724 785 HMG1P008D2D1 9 1
CONFIRMATION NO. 9049
58766 FILING RECEIPT

ot Box 51687 O O

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
Date Mailed: 01/21/2020

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY, San Francisco, CA;
Clint N. SLONE, San Francisco, CA;
Evelyne CHAUBERT, San Francisco, CA;
Charlie NGHIEM, Oakland, CA;
Robert Charles LANE, Belmont, CA;
Jonathan Paul DOWNING, Belmont, CA;
Applicant(s)
humangear, Inc., San Francisco, CA;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 58766

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a DIV of 16/213,466 12/07/2018
which is a DIV of 15/268,175 09/16/2016 ABN
which is a DIV of 14/204,497 03/11/2014 PAT 9468321

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
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Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/15/2020

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/725,397

Projected Publication Date: 04/30/2020

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No

** SMALL ENTITY **

Title

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM
Preliminary Class
030
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish

to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
page 2 of 4
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this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD

Application or Docket Number

Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/725,397
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
(37 OFR 1.16(2). (b, or (&) N/A N/A N/A 75 N/A
SEARCH FEE
o o o N/A N/A N/A 330 N/A
EXAMINATION FEE
N FEE N/A N/A N/A 380 N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 9 minus 20= 50 - 0.00 OR
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 1 minus 3 = 230 - 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 785 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i = =
> a7 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
i (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
L (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".

*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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To: USPTOmail@beyerlaw.com,,

From: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 58766

Jan 21, 2020 03:39:20 AM
Dear PAIR Customer:

Beyer Law Group LLP

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
UNITED STATES

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 58766 , have
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR.

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90
accompanying the correspondence.

Disclaimer:
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record.

Application Document Mailroom Date Attorney Docket No.
16725397 APP.FILE.REC  01/21/2020 HMG1P008D2D1

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at
https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov
with 'e-Office Action’ on the subject line or call 1-866-217-9197 during the following hours:

Monday - Friday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
Thank you for prompt attention to this notice,

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM
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PTO/AIA/82A (07-12)

Approved for use through 11/30/2014. OMB 0651-0035
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

\.

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B or equivalent) to identify the
application to which the Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5. If the Power of Attorney by Applicant form
is not accompanied by this transmittal form or an equivalent, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

Application Number Unassigned

Filing Date Herewith

First Named Inventor Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY
Title EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM
Art Unit Unassigned

Examiner Name Unassigned

Attorney Docket Number  |HMG1P008D2D1

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Signature /Tina Chen/ pate DECEMbeEr 23, 2019
Name Tina Chen 650-842-1300

Telephone
Registration Number 44 ’ 606

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications.

IE *Total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes
to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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PTOARRIBIOT- 42
Approved for uee theough 11/30/2044.  OMEB DES OGS
U8, Poderd ang Tradema Ofice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Lindsr the Paperwork Bstuction Actof 1955, o persons 87 required & respond 16 a colisetion of information Grisss it displays & valid OMB control numbey.

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT

I heraby revoke all previous powars of atomeay given in the application identified in the allached transmiftal Istter.
[:] | hereby appoint Practifonar(s) associaled with the Tollowing Customer Mumber as mylour attotney{s) or agent(s}, and o
transact at business In the United Siates Patent and Trademark Office connected therewiih for the app!sﬁun refarencesd
in the attached transmittal latter form PTOMAIAGRA or equivalent):
i 58766

D | hareby appoint Praciitioner(s) named below as mylour attorney{s) or agent(s), and 1o transact gl business in the
United Siatas Patent and Trademark Office connectad therewith for the application referanced in the attached

iransmittal letter (form PTOMAIAB2A or equivalent):

Ragistraton - Hsgistration
Nams  Kumber Name Humber

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached '

transmitial letter to;
a The sddmss associated with the sbove-mentioned Customer Number.

OR
D The address associated with Customer Numben

OR
L Fitnor
- inadhvidual Name|
- Addresy

Clty o { State | { 2ip |
! Guuntry
| Teiephone | Emal |
i 'am the Applicant:

- [ Jinventor or Joint inventor

E];Legai Repregentative of a Decsased or Lagally Incapacitated Inventor

@A&signae or Person fo Whom the inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign
Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (.., a petition under 37 CFR 1.46(b}{2) was
gmnted in the application or is concurrently bemg fHled with this dogument)
< SIGHATURE of Applicant for Patent

Signature %‘- MZ\M Pista 2otk 0l P

 Name V | Chvisiopher &. MIKSOVSKY ot Telephones | #13" » 830 - £3 31
T:ﬁg and &mﬁﬂv Prasident, Humangesr, ing, [y

HOTE: Signaturs - This fonms must be signsd by ths applicant in accordance with 37 CFR .33 See 37 CFRI 1.4 for sigrahure retuirements and
certifications. Submit multiple torms for more then ona signalure, ses befow =

[j Towd of forms ane submitted,

This collection of nformation & required by 37 CFR 1.31; 1.32 ang 1.33. The nformmtion & smpsomd i idimn or selsin & benedt by ths publlc which is it e (and by e
USPTO ty proness) an epplication. Confidertiality i3 govemed by 38 UL 8.C. 122 ang 37 OFR 1,11 and 1:14. This colecion is astimated ko ke 3 minstes 10 compinte,
including gathering, preparing, st submiting the. completed spplication form lo the USPTO. . Time wilt vary depending upon the indhiduat case. Aty Cormmenis on
the amount of Hme you reguirg io compeler tis faem andior suggestions for reducing this burden, showd be sent io the Chief Infemmation Officer; LS. Pater and
Tradomark Offcs, US. Depariment of Commerce, PO, 8ox 1450, Alexandria, VA 33131450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR CUMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

AUDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, B.O. Box 14580, Alexandria, VA 233131458
# you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-B00-PTO-8199 and sefgut opiion 2.
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)
Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

) ) Attorney Docket Number | HMG1F008D2D1
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor [1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
[+| kchristopher A I\IIIKSOVSKY [+

Residence Information (Select One) e US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Pan Francisco State/Province | [CA Country of Residenceé | IS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 140 Fell Street, #202

Address 2

City | San Francisco State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 04117 Countryi | us

Remove
Inventor 2

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

+] [elint N. SLONE ]
Resﬁience Information (Select One) (8 US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service -
City | Ppan Francisco State/Province | [CA Country of Residencé | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 703 Douglass Street

Address 2

City 5an Francisco State/Province | ICA

Postal Code 94114 Countryi | |US

Inventor 3

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
+| Evelyne CHAUBERT ]

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Humangear, Inc. EX. 20UY, Page 235
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)
Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

HMG1P008D2D1

Application Number

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Title of Invention

City | pan Francisco

State/Province

CA Country of Residence

LS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1

B1 Landers Street, #1

Address 2

City | 5an Francisco State/Province | |CA

Postal Code 94114 Countryi | |US

Inventor ¥

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| Enhariie NGHIEM <

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Pakland State/Province | [CA Country of Residencd | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 940 Irving Avenue

Address 2

City | [Dakland State/Province | |CA

Postal Code 04601 Countryi | s

Inventor |5

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
~| JRobert Charles | ANE v

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Beimont State/Province | [CA | Country of Residencd | S

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 P010 Monroe Avenue

Address 2

City | Belmont State/Province | ICA

Postal Code 94002 Countryi | |US

Inventor |6

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

~| Ponathan

Paul

DOWNING

Residence Information (Select One) (®) US Residency

Non US Residency

Active US Military Service

City | Belmont

State/Province

CA__| Country af Residaicd:

800 Pace 286
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 P010 Monroe Avenue

Address 2

City Belmont State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 94002 Countryi | |US

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number Hh8766

Email Address | AddEmai | |Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention FATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Attorney Docket Number| HMG1P008D201 Small Entity Status Claimed [X]

Application Type Nonprovisional -
Subject Matter Utility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 24 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c} and 37 CFR 1.57{a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
previded in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Informaticn”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). ]
1
Application number of the previcusly Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Publication Information:
[ ] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: e Customer Number US Patent Practitioner (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)
Customer Number h8766

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
Division of ~| 16213466 P018-12-07

Prior Application Status | JAbandoned -

Filing or 371(c) Date

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

16213466 Division of ~| 15268175 P{(116-09-16

Prior Application Status | Patented Remove

Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date

Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15268175 Division of ~| 14204497 2014-03-11 0468321 2016-10-18
Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
. Add

by selecting the Add button.

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.8.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(1)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period si)eclf iedin 37 CFR 1. 55(8)(1)
Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 28
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)
Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number
Title of Invention | EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM
Remove
Application Number CountryI Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Code' (if applicable)
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition

Applications

[] 18, 2013.

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property {IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office {(EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPQ), the Japan Patent Office
{(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPQ), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPQO)}, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[ ] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant {1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {(assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

® Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

vI

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Organization Name humangear, Inc.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 536 Shrader Street

Address 2

City 5an Francisco State/Province CA
Country | s Postal Code 04117
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assighment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Assignee 1

Complete this section if assighee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information™ section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assighee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. []

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 1

Address 2

City State/Province

Countryi Postal Code

Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 2

selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or mare joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature |/Tina Chen/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| [2019-12-23
First Name | [Tina Last Name | Chen Registration Number | {4606
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/4 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | HMG1P008D2D1

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandna, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related tc a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.5.C. 2(b}(2); {2) furnishing of the informaticn solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject tc the following routine uses:

1

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 US.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

Arecord in this system of reccerds may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect tc the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the Internaticnal Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations geverning inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e,, GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 US.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclesed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned cr in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential viclation of law or regulation.
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PO mIAL (Ub- 1

Agproves for use terough 017312014, OMB 36510732

J'S Parent and Trademark Offce; U S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Jnaer the Paperaak Reducticn Actof 1995 ro parsens are regred i3 mespard 2 @ woleckon of irfarmal g unless i displags @ vaid OMB contsy numzer,

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Title of
invention

As the helow named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration e
is directed to: D The attached application, or

14/204,497

E/] United States application or PCT international application number

March 11, 2014

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

L believe that | am the ariginal iInventor or an origina! ioint inventor of & deimed invention in e appication.

[ hereby acknowledge that any willful faise statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.5.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years. or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants shouid consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them o the
USPTO. Petitioneriapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be availabie to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY Date Optional) > / I8 / 2o

f,/ [ - 7
Signature: __ ;C / L /e Pty

inventor:

Note: Ar application data sheet {PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent), including ngming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additionat PTO/SB/AIAOY form for each additional inventor.

Thus coliection of inforeration s required by 35 U.S.C 115 and 37 CFR 1.83. The information 1s required to obta:n or retain a benefit Dy the oublic which is to fie (and
by the USPTO to processy an application. Confidentialty is governed by 35 1.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This coflection s estimated to take 1 runute 1o

ampiete. including gathenng, preparing, and submitting the completed application form 1o the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the indwidua! case, Any
comments 07 the armount of hime you recuire o compiete this form andior suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent 1o the Chief information Officer. U.S.
Patent aro Tragemark Office, U.S. Desartment of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandra. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, cell 1-800-PTO-3199 and select option 2.
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PTQAIAQT (068-12)

Approved for use through 01:31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U S Patent and Tragdemark Office: U.S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Linder the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons ate recuired t¢ respond to & coliection of information ualess t displays a vaiig OMB control rumber.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Titleof | EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration

is directed o D The attached application, or

14/204,497

z United States application or PCT international application number

March 11, 2014

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.5.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5} years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft,. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
1o support a patition or an application. If this type of personal information is inciuded in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal infarmation from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTOQ. Petitioneriapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application {uniess a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a} is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the apptication is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTQR

Inventor Clint N. SLONE Date {Optional) : 3{15/20!‘1
Signature: C /LA/\>%(J‘-'"\._._

Note: An appiicatior data sheet |FTG/AIN 14 or equivalent; including naming the entire irventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB AIADT form for sach additional inventor.

This sokecton of:rformaton cs requeed 75 35008 C 115 and 370FR 1.61 The in‘orratan s required 1o @atar or retain 9 beneftisy the migicwhicn s ic flesand
B the LSPTD 10 process; an appicator Corfidentalty 1s governed by 350 8.0 122 a1d 37 GFR 111 and 114 This aofection is.estmated 1w tane 1 minute to
cernaete, rcuding gathesrg prepasng, and sszmit ry the competed apgiicaton form o the USPTI. Time wil vary decerding woor the midisideal case Ay
cermrents 91 the areJrt-of 178 you mequre 1 campee s frr ardor suggeshiens fu redasing ths burden, skould be sert tz the Creef infarmator Cffoer 4 8
Patert-and Tradema‘k ‘Office, 10 Departmant of Cormerce. P.Q Bus 1457 Slaxanzna 44 72313-14%0 DO NOT SEND FEZS OR CUNPLETED FGRIAS TD
T-!8 ADDRERS SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance i completing the form. call 1-800-PT0-91%9 and select aption 2.
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PTO/AIA/OY {06-12)
Approved for use through 01/31/2014, OMB 0651-0032
U.5 Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required 1o respond to a coflection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Tileof |EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This deciaration ot
is directed to: D The attached application, or

14/204,497

[;J United States application or PCT international application number

March 11, 2014

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

I believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.8.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. if this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor: EVG'Y[‘e CHAUBE/%T 4 Date (Optional) : %éé [”mﬁ
Signature: 7ZL/"////""// ] M

s
e
Note: An application data sheet (FéO/AIAIM or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIAQ1 form for each additional inventor.

This collection of information is required by 35 U.5.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain 3 benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to compiate this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Tradernark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.0O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

# you need assistance in completing the form, caf! 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/AIA/O1 (06-12)

Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coliection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Titteof | EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration ki
is directed to: D The attached application, or

14/204,497

@ United States application or PCT international application number

fled on March 11, 2014

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitionerfapplicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PT0O-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (uniess a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor: Charlie NGHIEM Date (Optional) 5 //( }/ ,2{)“’)

Signature: ‘—DM’%JW ,,,,,, -

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIACT form for each additional inventor.

This collection of information is required by 35 U.8.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute o
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to compiete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.0O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

if you need assistance in completing the form, cali 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/AIA/01 (06-12)
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required o respond to a coliection of information uniess it displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Title of | EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration ! I
is directed to: D The attached application, or

United States application or PCT international application number 14/ 204’497

filed on March 11, 2014

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both,

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitionerfapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Robert Charles LANE Date (Optional) 3] 1 3 2014

Inventor:

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIAO1 form for each additional inventor.

This collection of information is required by 35 U.8.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed apptication form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complate this form and/or suggestions for raducing this burden, should be sent tc tha Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.5. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO

THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, cali 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/AIA/O1 {06-12)
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required 1o respond to a coliection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.83) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Tileof |EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

Invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration fnmti
is directed to: D The attached application, or

14/204,497

United States application or PCT international application number
March 11, 2014

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (uniess a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor: Jonathﬁwau' DOWNING Date (Optional) : O 3//)3/ /41—

Signature: Zﬁ/‘@’v‘/"”\‘
L

/ —

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIAG1 form for each additional inventor.

This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USFTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO

THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in compleling the form, cslf 1-800-PT(0-3193 and select option 2.
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FIG. 2A
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FIG. 4C
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: MIKSOVSKY et al. Attorney Docket No.: HMG1P008D2D1
Application No.: Unassigned Examiner: Unassigned

Filed: Herewith Group: Unassigned

Title: EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM Confirmation No.: Unassigned

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted electronically
through EFS-WEB to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450 on December 23, 2019.

Signed: /Cara Hedin/
Cara Hedin

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
37 CFR §§1.56 AND 1.97(b)

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

The reference(s) listed in the attached PTO Form 1449 may be material to examination of
the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit a list of the identified reference(s) in
compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97. The Examiner is
requested to make the identified reference(s) of official record in this application. The above-
identified application is a Divisional of prior application U.S. Patent Application No.

16/213,466. This prior application is being relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C.
§ 120. Because the listed reference(s) were either cited by the PTO, or submitted to the PTO in
the prior application, under 37 CFR § 1.98(d) Applicants submit that copies need not be
provided.

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this application

does not exist, or that the identified reference(s) indeed constitute prior art.

This Information Disclosure Statement is: (i) filed within three (3) months of the filing
date of the above-referenced application, (ii) believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first
Office Action on the merits, or (iii) believed to be filed before the mailing of a first Office

Action after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination under §1.114. Accordingly, it is
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believed that no fees are due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure
Statement. However, if it is determined that any fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby
authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50-4481 (Order No. HMG1P0O08D2D1).

Respectfully submitted,
BEYER LAW GROUP LLP

/Tina Chen/
Tina Chen
Registration No. 44,606

P. O. Box 51887

Palo Alto, CA 94303-1887
650-842-1300
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Examiner | No. | Patent No. Date Patentee Class | Sub- [ Filing Date
Initial class
1. 132,916 07/23/1861 | Richards
2. 133,703 11/12/1861 | Hardie
3. (34,098 01/07/1862 | Hardie et al.
4. 134,069 01/07/1862 | Neill
5. 34,712 03/18/1862 | Cables
6. 146,832 03/14/1865 | Thorne
7. 188,370 03/30/1869 | Cox
8. | RE7,925 10/23/1877 | Ulmer
9. |RE9,687 05/03/1881 | Cox
10. 398,264 02/19/1889 | Kisner 12/3/1888
11. | D30,129 02/07/1899 | Whitcomb et al. 12/24/1898
12. | D31,575 10/03/1899 | Phillips et al. 08/25/1899
13. | 671,740 04/09/1901 | Wattne 12/10/1900
14. | 675,475 06/04/1901 | Glover 10/08/1900
15. | 812,424 02/13/1906 | Hellmuth 08/26/1905
16. | 849,098 04/02/1907 | Aufrichtig 03/08/1906
17. | 854,745 05/28/1907 | King 03/15/1906
18. | 870,413 11/05/1907 | Brown 06/25/1907
19. | 972,777 10/11/1910 | Richardson 03/11/1909
20. | 1,053,387 02/18/1913 | Hawley 01/09/1912
21. 11,229,696 06/12/1917 | Woods 08/23/1916
22. 11,271,679 07/09/1918 | Duckett 01/17/1918
23. 1,277,205 08/27/1918 | Evans 04/09/1917
24. | D53,165 04/01/1919 | Janosik 01/23/1919
25. 11,337,174 04/13/1920 | Whyte 09/26/1919
26. | 1,348,762 08/03/1920 | Suzuki 03/12/1919
Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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27. 1,372,325 03/22/1921 | Willemin 04/09/1919
28. | D59,869 11/29/1921 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
29. | D60,369 02/07/1922 | Quandee et al. 12/22/1920
30. | 1,425,750 08/15/1922 | Crawford 12/20/1920
31. | 1,452,337 04/17/1923 | Brecel 11/16/21
32. [ D63,047 09/25/1923 | Adler 03/19/1923
33. 11,699,248 01/15/1929 | Pasal 11/19/1923
34. 11,868,289 07/19/1932 | Leidel 05/22/1930
35. | D93,956 11/27/1934 | Wilson 05/01/1934
36. [1,984,081 12/11/1934 | Pisculli 03/30/1934
37. 12,010,074 08/06/35 | Fuerst 04/16/35
38. 12,109,016 02/22/1938 | Ringer 01/23/1937
39. 12,251,842 08/05/1941 | Hill 06/02/39
40. (2,318,129 05/04/1943 | Torode 06/02/1941
41. (D143,431 01/01/1946 | Lapin 10/16/45
42. (2,439,882 04/20/1948 | Beddow 04/01/1946
43. (2,470,492 05/17/1949 | Jenkins 01/30/1946
44, 2,505,122 04/25/1950 | Krieger, Jr. 05/26/1947
45. | D149,920 08/29/1950 | Pavlinetz 11/28/1947
46. 12,542,600 02/20/1951 | Vaccarezza 07/15/1948
47. 12,610,400 09/16/1952 | Wendling 06/05/50
48. 12,752,678 07/03/1956 | Welch 12/24/1954
49. (D184,317 01/27/1959 | McArthur 07/25/57
50. (3,014,277 12/26/1961 | Geckler 06/23/60
51. 3,121,951 02/25/1964 | Green 12/12/60
52. [3,138,871 06/30/1964 | Sears 10/21/63
53. | D199,630 11/24/1964 | Dedic, Sr. 02/17/64
54. [ D209,704 12/26/1967 | Siune et al. 01/24/1967
Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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55. | D210,549 03/19/1968 | O’Brien 01/23/1967
56. 13,586,161 06/22/1971 | Fong et al. 07/10/69
57. 13,596,965 08/03/1971 | Woofter 10/22/1968
58. 13,630,249 12/28/1971 | Brunwin 02/20/70
59. 13,771,224 11/13/1973 | Bono, Jr. 02/03/1972
60. |3,967,376 07/06/1976 | Foley 02/05/1974
61. | D241,302 09/07/1976 | Scigliano 12/17/1974
62. 13,991,466 11/16/1976 | Smith 02/09/76
63. | D249,926 10/17/1978 | Wong 01/14/77
64. 14,317,284 03/02/1982 | Prindle 03/21/1980
65. 14,377,035 03/22/83 Dalichow 03/12/81
66. | D269,060 05/24/83 Creamer 09/05/80
67. 4,425,711 01/17/84 | Wood et al. 11/12/80
68. 4,524,512 06/25/85 Formo et al. 04/25/83
69. | D284,442 07/01/86 | Chan 03/06/84
70. 14,615,120 10/07/86 | Newman 12/21/84
71. 14,625,404 12/02/86 | Valente et al. 02/19/85
72. 14,771,541 09/20/88 | Bouchakian 07/13/87
73. 14,835,864 06/06/89 | Tang 02/22/88
74. 14,984,367 01/15/91 Albanese 01/08/90
75. 14,995,154 02/26/91 Bamber 08/16/89
76. | D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
77. | D318,600 07/30/91 Lillelund et al. 05/10/88
78. | D325,855 05/05/92 | Rea, Sr. 09/18/91
79. 15,197,623 03/30/93 | Wang 09/18/92
80. | D342,422 12/21/93 Sanford 02/08/90
81. [5,327,650 06/12/94 | Rojas 10/14/93
82. | D347,975 06/21/94 | Zeller 08/27/93
Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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83. [D362,160 09/12/95 Brabeck et al. 07/02/93
84. 15,542,181 08/06/96 | Gaylord 07/31/95
85. | D376,514 12/17/96 | Torkelson 04/08/96
86. [ D388,664 01/06/98 | Gagnon et al. 12/09/96
87. [ D391,123 02/24/98 | Reyetal. 02/19/97
88. [5,735,050 04/07/98 | Hsieh 04/14/97
89. [D396,613 08/04/1998 | Cousins 06/30/1997
90. | D401,481 11/24/98 | Boilard et al. 11/25/97
91. 5,845,403 12/08/98 | Nivin 09/13/95
92. | D412,813 08/17/99 | Roskind et al. 10/13/98
93. 15,940,974 08/24/99  |Lee 06/15/98
94. 1 D414,988 10/12/99 | Santini 01/04/99
95. | D414,988 10/12/99 | Santini 01/04/99
96. |6,145,204 11/14/00 | Cash 10/15/99
97. 6,151,999 11/28/00 | Eklind 07/06/99
98. |6,463,662 10/15/02 Coscia et al. 04/09/01
99. 12003/0029044 02/13/03 | Mattson et al. 08/10/01
100. | 2003/0110644 06/19/03 | Miller 12/18/01
101.] 6,647,828 11/18/03 | Hakim 09/23/02
102.| D491,419 06/15/04 | White et al. 05/02/03
103. | 2005/0066531 03/31/05 | Hougland 09/25/03
104. | 2005/0155229 07/21/05 |Lee 07/28/04
105. | D509,708 09/20/05 | Schmidt 06/18/04
106. 17,013,568 03/21/06 | Schmidt 09/08/04
107. { D530,986 10/31/06 Lago-Arenas 10/01/04
108. | D530,985 10/31/06 | Evans 10/11/05
109.12006/0248732 11/09/06 | Straube 05/04/05
110.{D533,034 12/05/06 Wasserman 08/11/04
Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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111.|D535,857 01/30/07 | Bristow 12/22/05
112.|1 D536,222 02/06/07 | Heiberg et al. 06/08/05
113.|1 D536,221 02/06/07 | Kamins 10/06/04
114.1 D537,302 02/27/07 | Vrhovski 01/17/06
115.12007/0084063 04/19/07 | Hughes 11/09/06
116.[2007/0124943 06/07/07 | Hougland 10/11/06
117.12007/0251103 11/01/07 | Rhodes III 05/01/06
118.| D554,951 11/13/2007 | McGrath 01/25/07
119. | 2008/0000092 01/03/08 | Vanguard 06/30/06
120. [ 2008/0016698 01/24/08 | Simpson 07/21/06
121. | D563,737 03/11/08 | Shane-Schuldt 10/03/07
122.12008/0148575 06/26/08 | Chan 12/22/06
123.| D575,593 08/26/08 | Svartstrdom 12/05/07
124. | 2008/0256807 10/23/08 | Kirkup 04/12/08
125.| D587,075 02/24/09 | Dibnah et al. 04/25/08
126.2009/0172949 07/09/09 | Watts 07/16/07
127.12009/0205209 08/20/09 | Tovar 02/16/08
128. | 2009/0293283 12/03/09 | Hsu 05/30/08
129.| D608,602 01/26/10 | Davies et al. 06/01/09
130. | D609,060 02/02/10 | Pallotto 03/31/09
131.| D612,692 03/30/10 | Menceles 08/11/09
132.| D617,156 06/08/10 | Griffith 10/08/09
133.|1 D618,070 06/22/10  |Jalet et al. 06/29/09
134.12010/0206885 08/19/10 | Bowden et al. 02/19/10
135.12010/0218382 09/02/10 | Scott 03/02/09
136. | D625,153 10/12/10 | Gallop et al. 09/25/08
137.17,816,634 10/19/10 | Guide, Jr. et al. 03/22/06
138.17,856,722 12/28/10 Lago-Arenas 09/27/04
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Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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139.|D633,344 03/01/11 | Nordwall 06/10/10
140. | 2011/0091521 04/21/11 Omelchenko 04/12/10
141. | D637,309 05/03/11 | Park 08/18/10
142.12012/0036724 02/16/12 | Walters 07/22/11
143.1D656,799 04/03/12 | Lebeau 03/28/11
144.1 8,296,957 10/30/12 | Muehlemann 03/06/07
145.12012/0297628 11/29/12 | Rayko et al. 05/23/11
146.| D673,431 01/01/13 | Glavin et al. 07/18/12
147.1D676,286 02/19/13 | Lion et al. 06/07/12
148. 1 2013/0152406 06/20/13 McFarland 12/20/11
149. | D686,045 07/16/13 | Stewart et al. 03/07/12
150. | D690,156 09/24/13 | Apple et al. 03/04/13
151.] 8,635,780 01/28/14 | Abul 06/17/13
152.12014/0026425 01/30/14 | Kim 03/11/13
153.]8,689,453 04/08/14 | Vogan 05/24/12
154.18,726,525 05/20/14 | Bagley et al. 01/13/11
155. | D705,020 05/20/14 | Fraser et al. 05/07/13
156. | D706,586 06/10/14 Kestenbaum 04/22/13
157.1 8,839,522 09/23/14 | Walters 07/22/11
158.|D718,093 11/25/14 | Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
159.12015/0014329 01/15/15 | Konopatsky 07/09/13
160. | D722,837 02/24/15 | Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
161. | D730,049 05/26/15 | Miksovsky et al. 03/10/14
162. 19,061,429 06/23/15 | Barber 03/15/13
163.12015/0257562 09/17/15 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
164.1D739,685 09/29/15 | Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
165.|D740,079 10/06/15 | Miksovsky et al. 11/24/14
166. | D745,339 12/15/15 | Cetti 06/18/14
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167. | D746,644 01/05/16 | Cai 09/26/14
168. | D747,159 01/12/16 | Frost 05/22/14
169. | D752,918 04/05/16 | Katopis 10/27/14
170. | D753,447 04/12/16 | Busboom 12/15/14
171. | D756,171 05/17/16 | Mou 12/09/13
172. | D756,172 05/17/16 | Mou 12/09/13
173.| D758,808 06/14/16 | Gatewood 03/18/15
174.19,434,590 09/06/16 Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
175.19,468,321 10/18/16 | Miksovsky et al. 03/11/14
176. | 2017/0000276 01/05/17 | Miksovsky et al. 09/16/16
177.19,549,626 01/24/17 | Truog et al. 11/13/14
178. | D782,254 03/28/17 | Joseph 09/29/15
179. | D794,400 08/15/17 | Young 02/26/16
180. | D807,127 01/09/18 | Levi 08/02/16
181. | D812,994 03/20/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
182.1D812,995 03/20/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
183. | D813,616 03/27/18 | Mundhra 07/28/17
184. | D816,432 05/01/18 | Huang 05/15/17
185. | D825,104 08/07/18 Simard et al. 12/31/15
186. | D828,730 09/18/18 Gauss et al. 08/03/17
187.|D834,887 12/04/18 | Miksovsky et al. 03/29/18
188. | D842,662 03/12/19 | Bloch et al. 10/11/17
189. | 2019/0104873 04/11/19 | Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
190. | 2019/0110620 04/18/19 | Miksovsky et al. 12/07/18
191. [ 5,904,250 05/18/99 | De Schutter 09/02/94
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Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and

not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Initial on Date | Patent Office Class |Yes [No
192.1 WO 2013/095407 06/27/13 | PCT
193.10 129 495 12/27/84 | EP
194.| DE 44 17 037 12/03/98 | DE Abstract
195.122,788 09/02/1915 | GB
196. | CN 202874843 04/17/13 |CN Abstract
197. | CN 200945058 09/12/07 |CN Abstract
198. | CN201691585 01/05/11 |CN Abstract
199. | CN202234496 05/30/12 |CN Abstract
200.] 203424719 02/12/14 |CN Abstract
201. 1| WO 2015/138218 09/17/15 | PCT
202. | GB 1337613 11/14/73 | GB
203. 102068177 05/25/11 |CN Abstract
204.| 2373000 04/12/00 |CN Abstract
205.12231889 07/31/96 |CN Abstract
Other Documents
Examiner
Initial No. | Author, Title, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication, Date
206. | Alite, Cloverware Lite, http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-lite.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.
207. | Alite, Cloverware 2.0, http://shop.alitedesigns.com/cloverware-538.html,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.
208. | Guyot, Microbites ™, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/product-microbites/,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.
209. | Guyot, Utensils, https://www.guyotdesigns.com/utensils/, downloaded on March
6, 2014.
210. | International Search Report dated July 8, 2015 from International Application
No. PCT/US2015/019017.
211. | Written Opinion dated July 8, 2015 from International Application No.
PCT/US2015/019017.
212. | Chinese Office Action dated April 27, 2017 from Chinese Application No.
201580022197.1.
Examiner Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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213.

Chinese Office Action dated August 1, 2017 from Chinese Application No.
201611163525.2.

214.

European Search Report dated June 16, 2017 from European Application No.
16202786.3-1653.

215.

European Office Action dated October 17, 2018 from European Patent
Application No. 16 202 786.6 - 1011.

216.

Light My Fire, Spork original,
http://www.lightmyfire.com/products/products/spork/spork-original.aspx,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

217.

Primus, Folding Spork, http://store.primuscamping.com/cookware/utensils-and-
accessories/primus-folding-spork-black/, downloaded on March 6, 2014.

218.

DCI, Swivel Spork & Knife Set, http://shop.dcigift.com/p/swivel-spork-knife-set,
downloaded on March 6, 2014.

219.

U.S. Office Action dated April 19, 2019 from U.S. Application No. 16/213,466.

220.

U.S. Office Action dated May 7, 2019 from U.S. Application No. 16/213,536.

221.

MSR Folding Camp Utensils, https://www.msrgear.com/cookware/folding-
utensils, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

222.

GSI Outdoors, Telescoping Foon, http://www.gsioutdoors.com/telescoping-
foon.html, downloaded on September 20, 2018.

223.

GSI Outdoors, Pivot Spatula, http://www.gsioutdoors.com/pivot-spatula.html,
downloaded on September 20, 2018.

224.

Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 29/653,612, filed on June 16, 2018.

225.

Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 29/653,595, filed on June 15, 2018.

226.

Miksovsky et al., U.S. Application No. 16/439,425 filed on June 12, 2019.

227.

U.S. Final Office Action dated September 16, 2019 from U.S. Application No.
16/213,536.

228.

Chinese Office Action dated August 2, 2019 from Chinese Application No.
201810024557.7.

229.

U.S. Final Office Action dated October 9, 2019 from U.S. Application No.
16/213,466.

230.

Extended European Search Report dated October 22, 2019 from European
Application No. 18208165.3-1011/3488740.

Examiner

Date Considered

Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
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EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a Divisional of U.S. Application No. 16/213,466, filed on
December 7, 2018, which is a Divisional of U.S. Application No. 15/268,175, filed on
September 16, 2016. U.S. Application No. 15/268,175 is a Divisional of U.S. Application
No. 14/204,497, filed on March 11, 2014 (now U.S. Patent No. 9,468,321), which is related
to U.S. Design Application No. 29/484,447, filed on March 10, 2014, all of which are

incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates generally to eating utensils. More particularly, the
invention relates to combination eating utensils that may be suitable for transport.

[0003] Eating utensils are used by people all over the world to bring food to their mouths.
Sometimes, eating utensils, such as knives, are used to cut food to a size and shape suitable
for placing in a person’s mouth. In some Asian countries, chopsticks are typically the only
eating utensils used although spoons are also used for soups in Asia. In Western countries,
forks, knives, and spoons are typically used as eating utensils. In still other countries, such as
India and Ethiopia, hands are often used in place of utensils.

[0004] Although these existing utensils work quite well, there are continuing efforts to
develop new hybrid combinations of utensils that provide not only improved function and
convenience but can also reduce the need for separate utensils. Such combination utensils

are also more easily transported, as they take up less space.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] In accordance with an embodiment, a combination fork and spoon system is
provided. The combination fork and spoon system includes a fork and a spoon. The fork
includes a recess in a bottom surface and a pair of rails. Each rail is positioned along a
portion of an outer edge of the bottom surface of a handle. The spoon is configured to
interlock with the fork either in a nested position or in an end to end configuration to form a
mmthe rails.

[0006] In accordance with another embodiment, a combination eating utensil is provided.
The combination eating utensil includes a fork and a spoon. The fork has a handle connected
to a head portion including a plurality of tines. At least one tine on a curved outer edge of
the head portion has a chamfered outer edge along substantially its entire length. The
chamfered edge tapers to a point where the handle is connected to the head portion. The
spoon has a substantially pentagonal bowl portion having substantially flat side and end
edges. The spoon and fork can be connected at their proximal ends.

[0007] In accordance with yet another embodiment, a combination fork and spoon
system is provided. The combination fork and spoon system includes a fork, a spoon, and an
interlocking mechanism. The fork has a handle with a pair of rails along a portion of its side
edges. The spoon has a handle slidable along the handle of the fork and the handle of the
spoon is slidable between the rails of the fork. The interlocking mechanism is for
interlocking the spoon and the fork either in a nested position or in an end to end position.
[0008] According to yet another embodiment, a fork is provided. The fork includes a
head portion connected to a handle portion. The head portion includes a plurality of tines.
An outer tine has a curved chamfered outer edge that extends along substantially an entire
length of the head portion. The chamfered edge tapers to a point where the handle portion

meets the head portion.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The invention, together with further objects and advantages thereof, may best be
understood by reference to the following description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which:

[0010] FIG. 1A is a top perspective of a combination spoon and fork system in its nested
position in accordance with an embodiment.

[0011] FIG. 1B is a top plan view of the combination spoon and fork system shown in
FIG. 1A in its nested position.

[0012] FIG. 2A is a bottom perspective view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 in its
nested position.

[0013] FIG. 2B is a bottom plan view of the embodiment shown in FIG.1 in its nested
position.

[0014] FIG. 3 is a side view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

[0015] FIG. 4A is a top plan view of the fork separated from the spoon of the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3.

[0016] FIG. 4B is a top perspective view of the fork separated from the spoon of the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3.

[0017] FIG. 4C is a cross-sectional perspective view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A and
4B.

[0018] FIG. 4D is a cross-sectional end view of the handle portion of the fork shown in
FIGS. 4A-4C.

[0019] FIG. 4E is a detailed cut-away view of the handle portion of the fork shown in
FIGS 4A-4D.

[0020] FIG. 4F is a bottom plan view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A-4E

[0021] FIG. 4G is a bottom perspective view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A-4F.
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[0022] FIG. 4H is a side view of the fork shown in FIGS. 4A-4G.

[0023] FIG. 5A is a top perspective view of the spoon separated from the fork of the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3.

[0024] FIG. 5B is a top plan view of the spoon shown in FIG. 5A.

[0025] FIG. 5C is a bottom perspective view of the spoon shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B.
[0026] FIG. 5D is a side view of the spoon shown in FIGS. 5A-5C.

[0027] FIG. 6A is a perspective view of the combination spoon and fork system in the
elongated combination utensil position in accordance with an embodiment.

[0028] FIG. 6B is a bottom plan view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 6A.

[0029] FIG. 6C is a bottom perspective view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6A and
6B.

[0030] FIG. 6D is a side view of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6A-6C.

[0031] FIG. 7A is a top perspective view of an integral combination utensil in accordance
with an embodiment.

[0032] FIG. 7B is a bottom perspective view of the integral combination utensil shown in
FIG. 7A.

[0033] FIG. 7C is a side view of the integral combination utensil shown in FIGS. 7A and

7B.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0034] The present invention relates generally to combination eating utensils.

[0035] Referring to Figs. 1-6, a combination spoon and fork system in accordance with
one embodiment of the invention will be described. In the illustrated embodiment, the
combination spoon and fork system 100 includes a spoon 110 and a fork 140 that can nest
together for storage and transport. To form a single, longer combination utensil with a spoon
on one end and a fork on the other end, the proximal ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 can
slide together and lock in place. A low profile interlocking mechanism is used to interlock
the spoon 110 and the fork 140 in both the nested position and in the combination utensil
mode. The spoon 110 and fork 140 can also be separated completely and used separately.
[0036] Figs. 1A and 1B are top perspective and top plan views, respectively, of the
combination spoon and fork system 100 in its nested position, in accordance with an
embodiment. Figs. 2A and 2B are bottom perspective and bottom plan views, respectively,
of the spoon and fork system 100 in its nested position.

[0037] As shown in Figs. 1-3, the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be nested together in a low
profile manner for convenient storage and transport. Fig. 3 is a side view of the combination
spoon and fork system 100, which illustrates the low profile nature of the spoon and fork
system 100 nested position. In the illustrated embodiment, the fork 140 is nested over the
spoon 110.

[0038] As discussed above, the spoon 110 and the fork 140 can be separated from one
another and used separately. The geometries of the fork 140 and the spoon 110 will be
described below. Figs. 4A and 4B are top plan and perspective views, respectively, of the
fork 140 separated from the spoon 110. In the illustrated embodiment, the fork 140 has four

tines 142, 144. It will be understood that, in other embodiments, the fork can have more or

HMGI1P0O0SD2D1/TC

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 340



fewer tines. The fork 140 has a head portion 141, which includes the tines, that is connected
to a handle 146.

[0039] Each tine 142, 144 has a sharp crest, which aids in spearing or piercing pieces of
food so that the food can be picked up by the fork 140. In the illustrated embodiment, the
two center tines 142 are straight and the two outer tines 144 each have a straight inner edge
and a curved outer edge 145. The curved outer edges 145 of the outer tines 144 and the ends
of the tines 142, 144 do not extend beyond the outer edges of the bowl portion of the spoon
110, as shown in Figs. 1A and 1B. The curvature of the outer edges 145 can also be used for
scraping food, as the curved edges 145 follow the curvature of a curved container, such as a
bowl, better than the straight tines of many conventional forks.

[0040] In addition to being curved, the outer edges 145 of the outer tines 144 are also
tapered or chamfered such that the fork 140 can be used to cut through or separate foods that
do not require a knife. The tapered or chamfered outer edges 145 are shown in the cross-
sectional perspective view of Fig. 4C. As illustrated in Fig. 4C, the top surface of each of
the outer edges 145 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated, each chamfered edge 145 has
one end at the tip of the outer tine 144 and extends along the outer curved edge of the outer
tine 144 to the position where the fork head 141 meets the handle 146. As shown in Figs.
4A-4C, the chamfered edge 145 spans the entire width of the outer tine 144 at the tip. As the
chamfered edge 145 extends down along the curved outer edge of the outer tine 144, the
width of the chamfered edge 145 remains substantially the same until it begins to taper
toward the end of the fork head 141. In the illustrated embodiment, the chamfered edge 145
tapers and ends in a point where the fork head 141 meets the handle 146. Although the fork
head 141 is described above as being connected to or meeting the handle 146, it will be

understood that the fork is formed as an integral piece in this embodiment.
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[0041] In a particular embodiment, the outer edges 145 are chamfered at an angle of
about 20-25 degrees, and preferably at an angle of about 23 degrees. The outer edges 145
have an edge width of about 1 mm at its widest point. In the illustrated embodiment, the
outer edges 145 of both outer tines 144 are chamfered so that both outer edges 145 can easily
be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user is right-handed or left-handed.
[0042] In the illustrated embodiment, as shown in Figs. 1A and 1B, a safety feature is
that when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are nested, the tines 142, 144 of the fork 140 do not
extend as far as the end of the spoon 110 such that the tips of the tines 142, 144 cannot poke
or stab someone or something when the fork 140 and spoon 110 are in the nested position.
[0043] As shown in Figs. 1A and 4A, the center tines 142 have a longer length than the
outer tines 144 and therefore extend farther distally than the outer tines 144, thereby forming
a curve at the distal end of the fork 140. The curvature of the distal end of the fork 140 can
match the curvature of the distal end of the spoon 110, but as noted above, the tips of the
tines 142, 144 do not extend beyond the end edge of the spoon 110 when nested. As shown
in Fig 1A, the bowl portion of the spoon 110 is slightly wider and longer than the
corresponding portion of the fork 140 in the illustrated embodiment.

[0044] The handle 146 of the fork 140 will be described with reference to Figs. 4D-4H.
The handle 146 has a pair of rails 148 that extend downward from the bottom side of its two
outer edges. The rails 148 aid in guiding the handle 146 of the fork 150 over the handle 114
of the spoon 110 when the spoon handle 114 is slid between the rails 148 to either place the
spoon 110 and fork 140 in the nested position or slid end over end to form an elongated
combination eating utensil, as will be described in more detail below. The rails 148 also
secure the spoon handle 114 to the handle 146 of the fork 140, as will be explained in more
detail below. As shown in the side view of Figs. 3 and 6D, the rails 148 are very low profile,

as they do not extend below the lowest bottom surface of the spoon handle 114 when the fork
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140 and spoon 110 are either nested together or slid end over end to form the elongated
combination eating utensil. Figs. 2A, 2B, 6B and 6C show that, in the illustrated
embodiment, the rails 148 extend only to about halfway across the width of the chamfered
edge 122 of the spoon 110. The low profile nature of the rails 148 allow more efficient
stacking of the fork and spoon systems 100.

[0045] The outer edge of each rails 148 is aligned and continuous with the outer edge of
the rest of the fork handle 146. Further, the rails 148 taper inward so that the portion of the
handle 146 with the rails 148 does not feel different from the rest of handle 146 when the
fork 140 is held in a user’s hand. The inward tapering as well as the low profile nature of the
rails 148 reduce the tactile impact they have on a user’s hand holding the fork. That is, the
handle with low profile rails 148 feels better to hold than a handle having big protuberances,
edges, etc.

[0046] As shown in Fig. 4D, the handle portion 146 of the fork 140 has a slight upside
down V-shape with a ridge 156 in the center when viewed from an end. The center ridge 156
is the highest point of the handle 146 and runs down the center along substantially the entire
length of the handle 146. Each side of the handle 146 angles downward from the center line
to the edge at an angle of about 75-80 degrees, and preferably about 79 degrees.

[0047] The bottom of the fork handle 146 also includes a recess 150 that accommodates
the contour of the top surface of the handle 114 of the spoon 110 as well as a crescent-shaped
raised edge 116 on the proximal end of the spoon 110. As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G, the
recess 150 has two straight end walls 162, 163, each acting as a hard stop when the raised
edge 116 of the spoon 110 abuts the end wall.

[0048] The recess 150 also includes two detents 152, 153, one near each end of the recess
150. As will be explained in more detail below, the detents 152, 153 serve to snap and lock

the spoon handle 114 in place relative to the handle 146 of the fork when the spoon 110 and

HMGI1P0O0SD2D1/TC

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 343



fork 140 are in the nested position as well as when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are attached
end to end to form an elongated eating utensil, as shown in Figs. 6A-6D.

[0049] The spoon 110 will be described below with reference to Figs. SA-5D. Fig. 5A is
a top perspective view of the spoon 110. The spoon 110 includes a head portion or bowl 112
and a handle 114. The proximal end of the spoon handle 114 includes a crescent-shaped
raised edge 116. As shown in the side view of Fig. 5D, the raised edge 116 protrudes above
the top surface of the spoon handle 114.

[0050] The spoon handle 114 and the fork handle 146 are contoured similarly. As shown
in Fig. 5A, the spoon handle 114 has a ridge 120 in the center. The center ridge 120 is the
highest point of the handle body (excluding the raised edge 116) and runs down the center
along substantially the entire length of the handle 114. Each side of the handle 114 angles
downward from the center line 118 to the edge at an angle of about 75-80 degrees, and
preferably about 79 degrees.

[0051] The bowl 112 of the spoon 110 has a substantially flat side edge 118, which
allows for “scraping” food from of a container (e.g., a yogurt container) or a bowl. A
conventional spoon typically has a rounded edge that is not particularly effective for
scraping. As illustrated, the side edge 118 and front edge 118b of the bowl 112 of the spoon
110 is substantially flat, thus providing an effective surface for scraping. In the illustrated
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 5B, the bowl 112 has a substantially elongated pentagonal
shape with rounded corners.

[0052] Also, as shown in the side view of Fig. 5D, the bowl 112 is angled upward to
form a deeper bowl, which can be more efficient when scooping liquids, such as soups. In a
particular embodiment, the bowl is angled upward at an angle of about 20-25 degrees, and

preferably about 23 degrees. It will be noted that the spoon 110 has a deeper bowl 112 than

HMGI1P0O0SD2D1/TC

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 344



the corresponding head portion 141 of the fork 140 so that the fork 140 can be nested on top
of the spoon 110 in the nested position.

[0053] In the illustrated embodiment, the bottom surface of each of the edges 122 of the
handle 114 of the spoon 110 is tapered or chamfered so that the edge 122 can be used as a
splitter or cutter, similar to the outer tines 144 of the fork 140. In the illustrated embodiment
as shown in Fig. 5C, the chamfered edge 122 starts at the proximal end of the spoon 110 and
extends along the entire length of the spoon handle 114. In a particular embodiment, the
edges 122 are chamfered at an angle of about 65-70 degrees, and preferably about 67
degrees, and each edge 122 has a width of about 0.7 mm at its widest point. The width
remains substantially the same along the length of the chamfered edge 122 but tapers to end
in a point where the spoon handle 114 meets the head portion or bowl 112, as shown in Fig.
5C. Although the spoon head portion or bowl 112 is described above as being connected to
or meeting the spoon handle 114, it will be understood that the spoon is formed as an integral
piece in this embodiment. In the illustrated embodiment, both edges 122 are chamfered so
that both edges 122 can easily be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user
is right-handed or left-handed.

[0054] The taper of the bottom surface edges 122 of the spoon handle 114 also allows for
low profile rails 148 on the fork 140, as the edges 122 of the spoon 140 are configured to
slide under and between the rails 148 of the fork 140 to either nest the spoon 110 and fork
140 together or to form a longer combination eating utensil. That is, the bottom edges 122
are chamfered at an angle that corresponds to the angle of the bottom surface of the rails 148
on the fork 140. According to an embodiment, the height of the rails is about 1.5-3 mm and
the height of the edges 122 is about 0.5 — 1.75 mm.

[0055] The rails 148 are so low profile that when the spoon 110 and fork 140 are

interlocked (whether in the nested position or connected in the elongated combination utensil
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position), the bottom of the spoon bowl 112 actually extends below the bottom of the rails
148, as shown in the side view of Figs. 3 and 6D.

[0056] The spoon 110 and fork 140 are formed of a plastic material, such as a glass
reinforced thermoplastic, that is suitable for food contact. A particularly suitable reinforced
thermoplastic for forming the spoon 110 and fork 140 is glass filled nylon. Compared with

unreinforced nylon, glass filled nylon has increased structural strength and stiffness.

Nested Position

[0057] As shown in Figs. 1-3, the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be nested together for
storage and/or transport. In the nested position, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked
with the spoon head 112 and the fork head 141 oriented the same way. An interlocking
mechanism can lock the spoon 110 in place relative to the fork 140, as will be described in
more detail below.

[0058] As described above, there is a recess 150 in the bottom surface of the fork 140
that is configured to receive the top surface spoon handle 114 and its crescent-shaped raised
edge 116. To nest the spoon 110 and fork 140 together, the spoon 110 is first positioned
underneath the fork 140 in the same orientation (the spoon 110 and fork 140 are both facing
up or both facing down) and both pointed in the same direction (the bowl and tines pointed in
the same direction), with the raised edge 116 at the proximal end of the spoon positioned in
the recess 150 of the fork 140 laterally between the rails 148 and the detent 153 closer to the
distal end of the fork 140. The curvature of the crescent-shaped raised edge 116 corresponds
to the curvature of the recess 150 such that the raised edge 116 fits nicely in the recess 150.
[0059] The raised edge 116 at proximal end of the spoon 110 is then slid laterally along
the recess 150 toward the proximal end of the fork 140 while guiding the outer edges of the

spoon handle 114 between the rails 148 until the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped
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face of the detent 152 closer to the proximal end of the fork 140. A greater force is then
applied in the same direction to push the raised edge 116 over the gradually sloped face of
the detent 152 and over the top of the detent 152 to engage the groove between the detent 152
and the proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150. As the raised edge 116 is pushed over the
gradually sloped face of the detent 152, the handle-ends of the spoon 110 and fork 140 are
bent away from each other. This bending allows the crescent of the raised edge 116 to ride
up and over the detent 152. The distance between the ends of the rails 148 and the detent 152
effectively creates beams in the spoon and fork ends that are made to bend through the
pressing or pulling action. It will be appreciated that the snapping force can be tuned by such
things as changing the length of the rails and/or the size of the detent. That is, longer rails
results in shorter beams making it more difficult to deflect and snap. Conversely, shorter
rails result in longer beams making it easier to deflect and snap.

[0060] With the detent 152 snapped in the groove between the detent 152 and the
proximal end wall 162 of the recess 150, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked. The
end wall 162 acts as a hard stop and prevents the spoon 110 from moving beyond the locked
position and the detent 152 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in the opposite
direction to disengage the fork 140. The rails 148 prevent the fork 140 and spoon 110 from
being separated in the z-direction.

[0061] It will be noted that the crescent shape of the raised edge 116 provides additional
surface area to abut the end wall 162 to prevent the spoon 110 from sliding past the locked
position. When the raised edge 116 engages the space between the detent 152 and the end
wall 162, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked in the nested position and fairly
significant force is required to disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the nested position
because the raised edge 116 must move over the top of the detent 152 without the benefit of a

gradually sloped face of the detent 152. It will be understood that greater force is necessary
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to disengage the spoon from the fork than is required to interlock the utensils in the nested
position because the detent 152 is gradually sloped leading to the top of the detent 152 from
the center of the distal end of the fork 140 whereas the opposite side of the detent 152
opposite the end wall 162 is more steeply angled, as illustrated. The more gradually sloped
face of the detent 152 makes it easier for the raised edge 116 to slide up to the top of the
detent 152. According to an embodiment, the slope of the gradually sloped face of the detent
is at an angle of about 15 degrees. The gradually sloped face can also be formed as a curved
surface of about 4mm radius.

[0062] As shown in Figs. 4F and 4G, there are two detents 152, 153. Each detent has an
angled face on both sides. The sides facing together or inward are more gradually sloped, and
the sides facing away from each other are steeply sloped. The inward-facing detent angles
are more gradually sloped to permit easier nesting of the fork and spoon (as explained above)
or extension to form the elongated combination utensil (as explained in more detail below).
The outward-facing detent angles are steeper making it more difficult to *“un-snap” or
disengage the spoon and fork from each configuration.

[0063] To disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the interlocked nested position, the
spoon 110 and fork 140 can simply be pulled apart from one another in the lateral direction.
A particularly convenient way to disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140 from the interlocked
nested position is to start with the nested spoon and fork system 100 upside down. Thus,
with the bottom of the spoon 110 facing up, a user can hold the handles with a conventional
grip while using a thumb to push the bowl 112 toward the distal end to disengage the spoon
110 and fork 140. With enough force applied, the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 will
move over the nub 152 and the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 can slide along the recess
150 and the spoon handle 114 can slide between the rails 148 until the raised edge 116 is

once again between the rails 148 and the nub 152 closer to the distal portion of the fork 140.
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When the raised edge 116 has moved past the rails 148, the spoon 110 can be disengaged
from the fork 140 and separated.

[0064] The rails 148 are centered laterally between the detents 152, 153, as shown in
Figs. 4F and 4G. In the illustrated embodiment, the rails 148 are approximately half the
length of the recess 150. The length as well as the position of the rails 148 along the handle
146 are important for a properly functioning interlocking mechanism. It will be appreciated
that the rails 148 need to have a certain length in order to adequately secure the handles 114,
146 together when the spoon and fork are interlocked. The centering of the rails 148 laterally
with respect to the length of the recess 150 and the positioning of the detents 152, 153 is
important to allow for the raised edge 116 of the spoon handle 114 to engage the recess 150
at one end of the recess and also for the raised edge 116 to engage the detent on the other end
of the recess 150 to snap the spoon and fork in the interlocked position (whether nested or

connected end to end to form a combination utensil).

Elongated Combination Utensil

[0065] As mentioned above, the spoon 110 and fork 140 can be connected end to end to
form an elongated combination utensil having a fork 140 on one end and a spoon 110 on the
other end, with an elongated handle in between. Such an elongated utensil can be useful in
certain situations, such as stirring food in a pot or eating out of deep containers or bagged
foods.

[0066] The elongated combination utensil will be described with reference to Figs. 6A-
6D, which represent various views of the spoon 110 and fork 140 connected end to end to
form the elongated combination utensil. The interlocking mechanism for forming the
elongated combination utensil is the same as that for the nested position except that it

operates in the opposite direction, as explained in more detail below.
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[0067] To assemble the combination utensil, the fork 140 and spoon 110 are positioned
facing opposite directions (with the spoon 110 on one end and the fork 140 on the other end)
but with the same orientation (both facing up or both facing down). The raised edge 116 of
the spoon 110 is then positioned in the recess 150 between the rails 148 and the detent 152
closer to the proximal end of the fork 140. The spoon 110 is then slid toward the distal end
of the fork 140, with the crescent-shaped raised edge 116 sliding along the correspondingly
shaped recess 150 and the outer edges of the spoon handle 114 between the rails 148. Once
the raised edge 116 abuts the gradually sloped face of the detent 153 closer to the distal end
of the fork 140, additional force is necessary to push the raised edge 116 up along the angled
portion of the detent 153 and over the top of the detent 153 until the raised edge 116 engages
the groove between the detent 153 and the distal end wall 163 of the recess 150. With the
raised edge 116 engaged in the groove between the detent 153 and the end wall 163, the
spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked in the elongated combination utensil position.

[0068] It will be understood that the end wall 163 acts as a hard stop, preventing the
spoon 110 from being slid further. The end wall 163 prevents the spoon 110 from moving
beyond the locked position and the detent 153 prevents the spoon 110 from moving back in
the opposite direction to disengage the fork 140. The rails 148 not only prevent the fork 140
and spoon 110 from being separated in the z-direction, but also prevent the fork and spoon
from being separated by bending (both side-to-side and top-to-bottom bending) as well by
torsion or twisting forces.

[0069] When the raised edge 116 engages the groove between the detent 153 and the
distal end wall 163 of the recess 150, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are interlocked in the
combination utensil position and fairly significant force is required to disengage the spoon
110 and fork 140 from this position. To disengage the spoon 110 and fork 140, with the

spoon 110 and fork 140 are simply pulled apart in the lateral direction. With enough force
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applied, the gradually sloped face of the detent 153 exerts a normal force on the ends of the
handles 114, 146, thereby bending them and allowing the raised edge 116 of the spoon 110 to
move over the top of the detent 153. The spoon 110 can then slide along the recess 150
between the rails 148 until the raised edge 116 is once again positioned laterally between the
rails 148 and the detent 152 closer to the proximal portion of the fork 140. When the raised
edge 116 has moved laterally past the rails 148, the spoon 110 can be disengaged from the
fork 140 and separated. It will be understood that greater force is necessary to disengage the
spoon from the fork than is required to interlock the utensils because the detent 153 is more
gradually sloped leading to the top of the detent 153 from the center of the proximal end of
the fork 140 whereas the opposite face of the detent 153 opposite the end wall 163 is more
steeply sloped. According to an embodiment, the gradually sloped face of the detent is at an
angle of about 15 degrees.

[0070] As noted above, the spoon 110 and fork 140 are oriented in the same direction
(with both heads 141, 112 facing up or both facing down) when connected end to end such
that the combination spoon and fork system 100 has a substantially wide U-shaped
configuration, as shown in Fig. 6D. It will be appreciated that the U-shaped configuration is
comfortable for a user to hold and manipulate. With the spoon head 112 and the fork head
141 oriented the same way, the fork head 141 does not get in the way of the user’s hand
when the combination utensil is being used as a spoon and when the combination utensil is

being used as a fork, the spoon head 112 does not get in the way of the user’s hand.

Integral Combination Utensil

[0071] According to another embodiment, an integral combination fork and spoon utensil
200 is shown in Figs. 7A-7C. This embodiment is related to concurrently filed U.S. Design

Application No. 29/484,553, which is incorporated herein by reference. This embodiment is
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similar to the elongated combination utensil shown in Figs. 6A-6D except that this
embodiment is formed as a single integral unit. The handle 210 is positioned laterally
between a spoon 220 on one end and a fork 240 on the other end.

[0072] The fork 240 has a head portion 241, which includes the tines, that is connected to
handle 210. In the illustrated embodiment, the fork 240 has two substantially straight center
tines 242. The two outer tines 244 each have a substantially straight inner edge and a curved
outer edge 245. The curvature of the outer edges 245 can also be used for scraping food from
a container, as the curved edges 245 follow the curvature of a curved container, such as a
bowl, better than the straight tines of many conventional forks. In the illustrated
embodiment, the fork 240 has four tines 242, 244. It will be understood that, in other
embodiments, the fork can have more or fewer tines. Each tine 242, 244 has a pointed tip,
which aids in spearing or piercing pieces of food so that the food can be picked up by the
fork 240.

[0073] In addition to being curved, the outer edges 245 of the two outer tines 244 are also
tapered or chamfered such that the fork 240 can be used to cut through or separate foods that
do not require a knife. As illustrated in Fig. 7A, the top surface of each of the outer edges
245 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated in Fig. 7A, the top surface of each of the curved
outer edges 245 is tapered or chamfered. As illustrated, each chamfered edge 245 has one
end at the pointed tip of the outer tine 244 and extends along the outer curved edge of the
outer tine 244 to the position where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. As shown in
Fig. 7A, the chamfered edge 245 spans the entire width of the outer tine 244 at the pointed
tip. As the chamfered edge 245 extends down along the curved outer edge of the outer tine
244, the width of the chamfered edge 145 remains substantially the same until it begins to
taper toward the end of the fork head 241. In the illustrated embodiment, the chamfered edge

245 tapers and ends in a point where the fork head 241 meets the handle 210. In a particular
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embodiment, the outer edges 245 are chamfered at an angle of about 20-25 degrees, and
preferably about 23 degrees, and the chamfered edge has a width of about Imm. In the
illustrated embodiment, the outer edges 245 of both outer tines 244 are chamfered so that
both outer edges 245 can easily be used to cut or separate food regardless of whether the user
is right-handed or left-handed. In the illustrated embodiment, the center tines 242 are longer
than and extend further distally than the outer tines 244, thereby forming a curve at the distal
end of the fork 240 when viewed from the top.

[0074] The spoon 220 has a head portion or bowl 212 on its distal end. The bowl 212 of
the spoon 220 has a substantially flat side edge 218 and end edge 218b, which allows for
“scraping” food from of a container (e.g., a yogurt container) or a bowl. As shown in the
side view of Fig. 7C, the bowl 212 is angled upward to form a deeper bowl, which can be
more efficient when scooping liquids, such as soups. In a particular embodiment, the bowl
212 is angled upward at an angle of about 20-25 degrees, and preferably about 23 degrees.
In the illustrated embodiment, the bowl 212 has a substantially elongated pentagonal shape
with rounded corners.

[0075] It will be noted that the integral combination fork and spoon utensil 200 can be
formed with a handle of any desired length. That is, the handle can be a standard length, or if
desired, the handle can be shorter or elongated. In a particular embodiment, the handle has a
length of about 165mm. Similar to the elongated combination utensil described above, the
integral combination utensil also has a substantially wide U-shaped configuration with the
spoon 210 and fork 240 are oriented in the same direction (with both heads 241, 212 facing
up or both facing down) when connected end to end such that the integral combination spoon
and fork system 200 has a substantially wide U-shaped configuration, as shown in Fig. 7C.
As noted above, the substantially U-shaped configuration is comfortable for a user to hold

and manipulate. With the spoon head 212 and the fork head 241 oriented the same way, the
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fork head 241 does not get in the way of the user’s hand when the integral combination
utensil is being used as a spoon. When the integral combination utensil is being used as a
fork, the spoon head 212 does not get in the way of the user’s hand.

[0076] Although only a few embodiments of the invention have been described in detail,
it should be appreciated that the invention may be implemented in many other forms without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. In view of all of the foregoing, it should
be apparent that the present embodiments are illustrative and not restrictive and the invention
is not limited to the details given herein, but may be modified within the scope and

equivalents of the appended claims.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. An eating utensil, comprising:
a handle portion integrally formed with a fork head portion at a first end and a
spoon head portion at a second end, wherein:
the fork head portion includes plurality of tines, wherein at least one of
the tines has a curved outer edge; and

the spoon head portion has a substantially five-sided bowl portion.

2. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the curved outer edge has a

cutting feature.

3. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the cutting feature is a
chamfered edge.
4. The eating utensil as recited in claim 3, wherein the chamfered edge tapers to

a point where the handle portion meets the fork head portion.

5. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the eating utensil is formed of

a glass reinforced thermoplastic material.

6. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the five-sided bowl portion

bowl portion has five sides and each of the five sides has a substantially flat edge.

7. The eating utensil as recited in claim 6, wherein the five-sided bowl portion
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has substantially rounded corners.

8. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of tines includes
four tines, each tine having a proximal base end and a distal tip, with base ends of

outer tines being wider than base ends of inner tines.

9. The eating utensil as recited in claim 1, wherein the handle has substantially

parallel lateral side edges over a majority of a length of the handle.
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EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A combination spoon and fork system capable of being stored in a nested
configuration or used as a combination eating utensil with the spoon and fork
connected end to end. An interlocking mechanism can interlock the spoon and fork in
either the nested position or in the end to end configuration. The interlocking system
allows the handle of the spoon to slide between rails on the handle of the fork and to
snap and lock the spoon in place either nested with the fork or end to end with the
fork to form an elongated combination eating utensil. The spoon and fork of the

system can also be used separately from one another.

22
HMGI1P0O0SD2D1/TC

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 357



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Hedin
Attorney Docket Number: HMG1P008D2D1
Filed as Small Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sull)j-s'l'g(tsa\)l in
Basic Filing:
UTILITY FILING FEE (ELECTRONIC FILING) 4011 1 75 75
UTILITY SEARCH FEE 2111 1 330 330
UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE 2311 1 380 380
Pages:
Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Humangear Inc Fx 2009 Page 358




Sub-Total in

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 785

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 359




Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 38122518
Application Number: 16725397
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9049

Title of Invention:

EATING UTENSIL SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Christopher A. MIKSOVSKY

Customer Number:

58766

Filer: Tina Chen/Cara Hedin
Filer Authorized By: Tina Chen
Attorney Docket Number: HMG1P008D2D1
Receipt Date: 23-DEC-2019
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 15:58:21

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type DA

Payment was successfully received in RAM $785

RAM confirmation Number E2019BMF58448503
Deposit Account 504481

Authorized User Cara Hedin

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.16 {National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)




File Listing:

Document
Number

Document Description

File Name

File Size(Bytes)/
Message Digest

Multi
Part /.zip

Pages
(if appl.)

Power of Attorney

HMG1P008D2D1_Transmittal_
POA_by_Applicant.pdf

159165

5344773e585d707f00fcacde46a12006955d
7d9s

no

Warnings:

Information:

Power of Attorney

HMG1_POA_Applicant.pdf

522554

a91feB0cef0e166151097e763854b279f15¢

no

Warnings:

Information:

Application Data Sheet

HMG1P008D2D1_ADS.pdf

1823727

b65fdbed2fb2063a5a6e829157651abbeds|
0e566

no

10

Warnings:

Information:

Oath or Declaration filed

HMG1P008_Decs_as_filed.pdf

523769

9a2c32cd61019c6d392a7b 180599503 1afly
3fde

no

Warnings:

Information:

Drawings-only black and white line
drawings

HMG1P008_figs_as_filed.pdf

1591731

efof57fab7bd015a727a8b201f1b070b46478]

no

24

Warnings:

Information:

Transmittal Letter

HMG1P008D2D1_IDS.pdf

23724

542dc245f2c12a764537042dab1421d1f8b
685b9

no

Warnings:

Information:

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 361




91954

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

7 HMG1P008D2D1_1449.pdf no 9
Form (5808) cd2che74b0bdd9e712f2967940473bdfal(
5ch29
Warnings:
Information:
This is not an USPTO supplied IDS fillable form
110126
HMG1P008D2D1_Application
8 - - yes 22
FI NAL pdf e796a4d2c5eebSec405a93b47d35f76cfd b
7ed6
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Specification 1 19
Claims 20 21
Abstract 22 22
Warnings:
Information:
34766
9 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
ad627a2594fabf8d06ca5f77f8fabcal9896¢
03
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes): 4881516

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

Humangear, Inc. Ex. 2009, Page 362




	2022-12-15 Email Notification
	2022-12-14 Issue Notification
	2022-12-09 List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	2022-11-28 Response to Amendment under Rule 312
	2022-11-28 Amendment After Final or under 37CFR 1.312, initialed by the examiner.
	2022-11-28 List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	2022-11-28 Email Notification
	2022-11-08 Amendment after Notice of Allowance (Rule 312)
	2022-11-08 Claims
	2022-11-08 Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	2022-11-08 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2022-11-08 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2022-11-08 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter
	2022-11-08 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B)
	2022-11-08 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08)
	2022-11-08 Non Patent Literature
	2022-11-08 Non Patent Literature
	2022-11-08 Transmittal Letter
	2022-11-07 Notice of Allowance and Fees Due (PTOL-85)
	2022-11-07 Examiner Interview Summary Record (PTOL - 413)
	2022-11-07 Index of Claims
	2022-11-07 After Final Consideration Program Decision
	2022-11-07 Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	2022-11-07 Issue Information including classification, examiner, name, claim, renumbering, etc.
	2022-11-07 Bibliographic Data Sheet
	2022-11-07 Amendment After Final or under 37CFR 1.312, initialed by the examiner.
	2022-11-07 Examiner's search strategy and results
	2022-11-07 Email Notification
	2022-10-17 Response After Final Action
	2022-10-17 Claims
	2022-10-17 Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	2022-10-17 Transmittal Letter
	2022-10-17 After Final Consideration Program Request
	2022-10-17 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2022-10-17 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2022-10-13 Final Rejection
	2022-10-13 Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	2022-10-13 Index of Claims
	2022-10-13 List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	2022-10-13 Examiner's search strategy and results
	2022-10-13 Email Notification
	2022-07-14 Amendment/Request for Reconsideration-After Non-Final Rejection
	2022-07-14 Specification
	2022-07-14 Claims
	2022-07-14 Transmittal Letter
	2022-07-14 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08)
	2022-07-14 Foreign Reference
	2022-07-14 Non Patent Literature
	2022-07-14 Transmittal Letter
	2022-07-14 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2022-07-14 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2022-07-14 Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	2022-07-14 Drawings-only black and white line drawings
	2022-07-14 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2022-04-15 Non-Final Rejection
	2022-04-15 Index of Claims
	2022-04-15 Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	2022-04-15 Examiner's search strategy and results
	2022-04-15 Email Notification
	2022-03-21 Request for Continued Examination (RCE)
	2022-03-21 Amendment Submitted/Entered with Filing of Continued Prosecution Application (CPA)/Request for Continued Examination(RCE)
	2022-03-21 Claims
	2022-03-21 Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	2022-03-21 Transmittal Letter
	2022-03-21 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2022-03-21 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2022-03-21 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2021-09-23 Final Rejection
	2021-09-23 Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	2021-09-23 Index of Claims
	2021-09-23 Examiner's search strategy and results
	2021-09-23 Email Notification
	2021-08-09 Amendment/Request for Reconsideration-After Non-Final Rejection
	2021-08-09 Specification
	2021-08-09 Claims
	2021-08-09 Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	2021-08-09 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2021-08-09 Transmittal Letter
	2021-08-09 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2021-05-07 Non-Final Rejection
	2021-05-07 List of references cited by examiner
	2021-05-07 Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	2021-05-07 Index of Claims
	2021-05-07 Non Patent Literature
	2021-05-07 List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	2021-05-07 List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	2021-05-07 Examiner's search strategy and results
	2021-05-07 Email Notification
	2021-03-04 Response to Election / Restriction Filed
	2021-03-04 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2021-02-11 Requirement for Restriction/Election
	2021-02-11 Index of Claims
	2021-02-11 Email Notification
	2020-05-01 Email Notification
	2020-04-30 Notice of Publication
	2020-03-20 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08)
	2020-03-20 Non Patent Literature
	2020-03-20 Foreign Reference
	2020-03-20 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt
	2020-03-20 Transmittal Letter
	2020-01-21 Filing Receipt
	2020-01-21 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2020-01-21 Email Notification
	2019-12-23 Power of Attorney
	2019-12-23 Power of Attorney
	2019-12-23 Application Data Sheet
	2019-12-23 Oath or Declaration filed
	2019-12-23 Drawings-only black and white line drawings
	2019-12-23 Transmittal Letter
	2019-12-23 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08)
	2019-12-23 Specification
	2019-12-23 Claims
	2019-12-23 Abstract
	2019-12-23 Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	2019-12-23 Electronic Filing System(EFS) Acknowledgment Receipt



