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flashy 342 flaxsee 
by a half step. 2 !tr.I raze (a building or settlement) to the�
knock someone down with power and vigor. ■ inf. defeat (soni' 11 in( 
completely, esp. in a sports contest. eone) 

flash•Y /'flasHe/ ►adj. (flash•i-er, flash•i-est) ostentatiously attractive or 
impressive: aflasl1y car. -flash•i•fy f'llasHale/ adv. -flash•i•ness n. 

flask /flask[ ►n. a container or bottle, in particular: ■ a narrow-necked 
glass container, typically conical or spherical, used in a laboratory to 
hold reagents or samples. ■ a metal container for storing a small 
amount of liquor. typically to be carried in one's pocket. ■ a narrow• 
necked bulbous glass container, typically with a covering of \vicker­
work, for storing wine or oil. ■ a small glass bottle for perfume. ■ a 
vacuum flask. C>Middle English (in the sense 'cask'): from medieval 
Latinjlasca. From the mid 16th cent. the word denoted a case of horn, 
leather, or metal for carrying gunpowder. The sense 'glass container' 
(late 17th cent.) was influenced by Italian fiasco, from medieval Latin 
fiasco. 

flat• /flat/ ►adj. (flat-ter. flat,test) 1 smooth and even: without marked 
lumps or indentations. ■ (of land) without hills. ■ (of an expanse of 
water) calm and without waves . ■ not sloping: the flat roof of a garage. 
■ having a broad level surface but little height or depth; shallow: a flat 
rectangular box. ■ (of the foot) having an arch that is lower than usual. 
■ (of shoes) without heels or with very low heels. 2 Jacking interest or 
emotion; dull and lifeless: her drawings ,vere flat and unimaginative. ■ (of 
a person) \vithout energy; dispirited. ■ (of a market, prices, etc.) show­
ing little activity; sluggish. ■ (of a sparkling drink) having lost its ef­
fervescence: }lat cl1ampagne. ■ (of something kept inflated, esp. a tire) 
having lost some or all of its air, typically because of a puncture. ■ (of 
a color) uniform: a deadly, flat sl1ade of gray. ■ (of paint) without gloss; 
matte. ■ (ofa photographic print or negative) lacking contrast. 3 (ofa 
fee. wage, or price) the same in all cases, not varying with changed 
conditions or in particular cases: a S30 flat fare. ■ (of a denial. contra­
diction. or refusal) completely definite and firm; absolute: a flat denial 
that lie had misbehaved. 4 (of musical sound) below true or normal 
pitch. ■ (in comb.I (of a note) a semitone lower than a specified note: a 
low E-flat. ■ (of a key) having a flat or flats in the signature. 

►adv. 1 in or to a horizontal position: lyingflaton his back I knocked flat by 
the blast. ■ lying in close juxtaposition, esp. against another surface. 
■ so as to become smooth and even: I hammered the metal flat. 2 inf. 
completely; absolutely: I'm turning you down flat I flat broke. ■ after a 
phrase expressing a period of time to emphasize how quickly some­
tl1ing can be done or has been done: you can prepare a healthy meal in ten 
minutes flat. 3 below the true or normal pitch of musical sound: 
singingflat. 

►n. 1 the flat part of something: thejlat of her hand. 2 a flat object, in
particular: ■ (often flats) an upright section of painted stage scenery 
mounted on a frame. ■ inf. a flat tire. ■ a shallow container in which 
seedlings are grown and sold. ■ (often flats) a shoe with a very low 
heel or no heel. 3 (usu. flats) an area of low level ground, esp. near 
water: the Utah salt flats. 4 a musical note lowered a half step below 
natural pitch. ■ the sign ( )  indicating this . 

►v. (flat•ted, flat,ting) [tr.] 1 [usu. as adj.j (flatted) Mus. lower (a note) by a 
semitone. 2 archaic make flat; flatten. -flat•ly adv. -flat,ness n. 
-flat-tish J'flatiSH/ adj. 

► a fall flat fail completely to produce the intended or expected effect: 
his jokes fell flat. a flat out 1 as fast or as hard as possible: working flat 
out to satisfy demand I [as adj.j (flat-out) the album lacks the flat-out urgency 
of its predecessor. 2 inf. \vithout hesitation or reservation; unequivocal­
ly: jas adj.] (flat-out) flat-out perjury. 3 lying completely sttetched out, 
esp. asleep or exhausted.

flat2 ►n. British term for APARTMENT. -flat,fet /-lat/ n. 

flat,car /'flat,kar/ ►n. a railroad freight canvithout a roofor sides. 
flat-fish J'flat,fisH/ ►n. (pl. same or -fishes) a flattened marine fish (order 

Pleuronectiformes) that swims on its side with both eyes on the upper 
side. 

flat,foot f'llat,foot/ ►n. (also flat foot) a condition in which the foot has 
an arch that is lower than usual. ■ (pl. -foots or -feet /-,fetn inf., dated a 
police officer. 

flat-foot-ed ►adj. 1 having flat feet. 2 having one's feet flat on the
ground: he lm1ded with a flat-footed thud. ■ inf. unable to move quickly
and smoothly; clumsy. ■ inf. not clever or imaginative; uninspired.
-flat-foot-ed,ly adv. -flat-foot-ed,ness n.

► a catch someone flat-footed inf. take someone by surprise. 
flat,i,ron /'flat,Tarn/ ► n. hist. an iron that was heated externally and used 
for pressing clothes. 

flat,ten f'llatn/ ► v. 1 make or become flat or flatter: jt,.] flatten into cakes, 
and fty until brown I [intr.j the ground flattened out and became marshy. ■ [ tr.[ 
press (oneself or one's body) against a surface, typically to get away 
from something or to let someone pass: they flattened themselves on the 
pavement as a bomb came whistling down. ■ jlr.] Mus. lower (a note) in pitch 

►phrasal v. a flatten out 1 (of an increasing quantity or rate) show marked rise; slow down. 2 make an aircraft fly horizontally ,! lesi 
dive or climb. -flat,ten-er n. ...,er a 

flat,ter J'flatar/ ►v. {tr.] lavish insincere praise and compliments (someone), esp. to further one's own interests. ■ give an unrea)j upon 
ly favorable impression of. ■ (usu. be flattered) make (someon!)

tieai 
honored and pleased: [tr.] I was very flattered to be given the comm· fee1
■ (flatter oneself) make oneselffeel pleased by believing someth/%n.
vorable about oneself. typically something that is unfounded: 1 ngfa. 
myself I'm the best dressed man here. ■ (of a color or a style of clo:.tltt 
make (someone) appear more attractive or to the best advan lllg)
■ archaic please (the ear or eye). -flat-ter-er n. -flat-ter,ing adj. 

tage_ 
flat-ter,y J'flatare/ ►n. (pl. -ter•ies) excessive and insincere praise that given to further one's own interests. · esp, 
flat,top /'flat,tap/ ►n. 1 inf. an aircraft carrier. 2 a man's hairstyl . 
whicl1 the hair is cropped short so that it bristles up into a flat su� lll 

flat,u,lent J'flacHalant/ ►adj. suffering from or marked by an accum �­tion of gas in the alimentary canal. ■ fig. inflated or pretentiou: _a. 
speech or writing. -flat•u•lence n. -flat,u,len-cy n. -flat,u-lent� 
adv. 

fla,tus /'flatas/ ►n. formal gas in or from the stomach or intestines p 
duced by swallowing air or by bacterial fermentation. ' ro-

flat,ware f'llat,wer/ ►n. eating utensils such as knives, forks and spoons. ■ relatively flat dishes such as plates and saucers. ' 
flat,worm /'flat,warm/ ►n. a wom1 of a phylum (Platyhelminthes) that includes the planarians together with the parasitic flukes and tape. 
worms. They are distinguished by having a simple flattened body. 

flaunt /flont; flant/ ►v. [tr.] display (something) ostentatiously, esp. in 
order to provoke envy or admiration or to show defiance. ■ (flaunt 
oneself) dress or behave in a sexually provocative way. -flaunt-er n 
-flaunt,y adj. 

flau,tist f'llotist; 'flou-/ ►n. a flutist. 
fla,vi-vi,rus f'llava, vTras/ ► n. a virus whose genome consists of positive 

RNA, that is capable of reproducing in its arthropod vector, and that 
causes a number of serious human diseases including yellow fever 
dengue, Japanese encephalitis, and West Nile virus. ' 

fla,vone /'fla,von/ ►n. Chem. a colorless crystalline compound, 
C1sH1oO2, that is the basis of a number of white or yellow plant pig­
ments. ■ any of these pigments. 

fla,vor /'flavar/ (Brit. fla,vour) ►n. 1 the distinctive quality of a panicu­
lar food or drink as perceived by the taste buds and the sense of smell 
■ the general quality ohaste in a food. ■ a substance used to alter or 
enhance the taste of food or drink; a flavoring. ■ fig. an indefinable dis­
tinctive quality of something: this year's seminars have a European flavor. 
■ fig. an indication of the essential character of something: the extracts 
give a flavor of the conversation. 2 Physics a quantized property of quarks 
that differentiates them into at least six varieties (up, down, charmed, 
strange. top. bottom). Compare with COLOR. 

►v. [Ir.] alter or enhance tl1e taste of (food or drink) by adding a particu· 
Jar ingredient. ■ fig. give a distinctive quaUty to. -fla,vor,fut /-fal/ a4 
-fla-vor•less adj. -fla,vor•some /-sam/ adj. 

► a flavor of the month a person or thing that enjoys a short period of 
great popularity. 

fla,vor,ing /'flavariNG/ (Brit. flavouring) ►n. a substance used to give a dif· 

ferent, stronger, or more agreeable taste to food or drink.
flaw1 /116/ ► n. a mark, fault, or other imperfection that mars a substance 
or object. ■ a fault or weakness in a person's character. ■ a mistake �r 
shortcoming in a plan, theory. or legal document that causes it to fail 
or reduces its effectiveness: there were fundamental flaws in tlie case for�
forming local govenunent. 

►v. (tr.J (usu. be flawed) (ofan imperfection) mar, weaken, or invalidate 
(something): the computer game was flawed by poor programming. -flaw­
less adj. 

flaWZ ►n. poetic/lit. a squall of wind; a short storm. 
flax /flaks/ ► n. a blue-flowered herbaceous plant (Linum usitatissimum, 
family Linaceae) cultivated for its seed and for textile fiber made frof 
its stalks. ■ textile fiber obtained from this plant. ■ used in names 0 
other plants of the flax family or plants that yield similar fiber. �Old 
English JI.ex, related to German Flachs, from an lndo-European root 
shared by Latin plectere and Greek plekeit1 'to plait, r.vist.'

flax-en /"flaksan/ ►adj. of flax. ■ (esp. of hair) of a pale yellow color. 
flax,seed f'llak(s),sed/ ►n. another term for LINSEED. 
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flSY /flS/ ►�e or carcass. ■ whip or beat (someone) harshly. ■ fig. criticize a �:l,it!-j1e:{;�7ls1� 
a s  m or ide). -fleshed /flesHt/ adj. [usu. in comb.) 

off3 corp 
nd brutally. -flay-er n. ► □_in the flesh in person rather than via a telephone, a movie, the severely 3 

the highest and most strongly ionized region of the iono- wn�en word, or �ther means: t11ey decided that they should meet Alexan-F 1ay.er ►
n. der •� the.flesh. a sms of the flesh archaic or humorous sins related to spbe':j ►n a small ,vingless jumping insect (order Siphonaptera) that physical indulgence, esp. sexual gratification. 

11ea /fle the blood of mammals and birds, including the human flea fl_esh a!'ld bl_ood ►n. used to �mphasiz� t�at a person is a physical, liv-
(
{i
pu
e1e! f :rans) and tbe cat flea (Ctenocephalides felis). ■ a water flea (see m!l' bemg with human emoaons or frailaes, often in contrast to some-

�•P�IIIA). . , d -d 
thmg abstract, spiritual, or mechanical: [as adj.] he seemed more like a ,,.. J'fle,bag/ ►n. m,. a see y, run own hotel or lodging house. ■ a creature from a dream than a flesh-and-blood father. 

f!eS•b:9 and unpleasant person or thing. ► □ one's (own) flesh �nd blood a near relative or one's close family: sb�tii.ten ►adj. bitten by or infested with_ fl_eas. ■ sordid or shabby. hefelr as much for that girl as if she had been his own flesh and blood. 
flea 

ol•lar ►n. a collar for a cat or dog that 1s impregnated with insec- fles�•IY /'fles�le/ ►adj. (-Ii-er. -Ii-est) 1 of or relating to human desire or 
fl��ie in order to keep the pet free of fleas. bodily appeates; sensual: fleshly pleasures. 2 having an actual physical 
0 mar-kel ► n. a usu. outdoor market selling secondhand goods. presence. 

ttea 
k /flek/ ►n. a very small _patch of color or light his blue eyes /,ad gray 

fl��h-pots f'llesH ,pii.ts/ ►pi. n. places providing luxurious or hedonistic 
fl�k.s in them. ■ a small parncle or speck of something: flecks of dandruff. 

livmg: he had lived the life of a roue in the fleshpots of London and Paris. 
fl 

f
t I (often be flecked) mark or dot with small patches of color or par-

flesh,y /'fl�sHe/ ►adj. (fle�h•i-er, ffesh•ibest) 1 (of a person or part of the
►V; i'" of something: the minarets are flecked with gold leaf �dy) havmg a substantial amount of flesh; plump. ■ (of plant or fruit 

floe
c
d

e
/f

s
led/ ► past_and past participle o_ f FLEE. . 

tissue) so� and tbi':k: fleshy, green-gray leaves. ■ (of a wine) full-bodied. 2 resem�ling flesh m appearance or texture. -flesh•i•ness n. 
fledge /flej/ ► v. [mtr.] _1 (of a young: bird) develop wmg feathers that are fleu!•de-lls /, liar dl'e; , floor-/ (also fleur-de-fys) ►n. (pl. ffeurs-de-lis / lier 
Jarge enough for flight. ■ itr.j bnng up (a young bird) until its wing dl'e(z); ,floor-/) 1 Art a stylized lily com-
feathers are developed enough for flight. 2 jlr.] provide (an arrow) pos�d of three petals bound together near 
,>'ith feathers. their bases. 2 a European iris. 

f!edg•fing f'llejliNG/ (also fledge-ling) ►n. _a Y?ung bird _that has just flew /floo/ ► past of FLYl. 
fledged. ■ [usu. as adJ.] a person or orgaruzanon that 1.s immature, in· flex /fleks/ ► v. itr.] bend (a limb or joint). 
experienced, or unde�developed. 

■ [intr.J (of a limb or joint) become bent pre-
ttee /fie/ ►v. (flees .. ffee-_mg; past and past part. fled /fledn (intr.1 run away vent the damaged ivrist from flexing. ■ cause (a 
from a place or situation of danger. ■ [tr.] run away from (someone or muscle) ro stand out by contracting or tens-
something). mg it: bodybuilders flexing their muscles. ■ [intr.J 

fleece /fies/ ►n. 1 the woolly covering of a sheep or goat. ■ the amount (of a musclE:) contract or be tensed. ■ [int,.] 
of wool shorn from a sheep in a single piece at one time. 2 a thing re- (of a . matenal) be capable of warping or 
sembling a sheep's woolly covering, in particular: ■ a soft warm fabric bending and then reverting to shape. 
with a texture similar to sheep's wool. often used as a lining material. ►n. the action or state of flexing: add rigidity 
■ a jacket or other garment made from such a fabric. and eliminate brake flex. 

►v. [tr.I 1 in� obtain � great deal of money from (someone), typically by flex-fu-el ►adj. denoting a motor vehicle that fleur-de-lis 
overchargmg or swmdlmg them. 2 fig. cover as if\vith a fleece: the sly will run on gasoline, ethanol, or these two in any combination: flex-was half fleeced with white clouds. -fleeced adj. fuel _subcompacts have captured 20% of Brazi1's new car market. 

fleec,y f'llesef ►adj. (_fleec,i-er, fleec•i-est) 1 (esp. ofa towel or garment) flex+ble f'lleksa�al/ ►adj._ capable of bending easily witliout breaking.made of or !med with a soft, warn:i- fabric: a fleecy sweatshirt. 2 (esp. of • abl� _to be easily modified to respond to altered circumstances or a cloud) white and fluffy. -fleec,1,ly /-sale/ adv. -fleec,i,ness n. c�mdmons._ ■ (of a person) ready and able to change so as to adapt to 
fleel1 /flet/ ►n. the largest group of naval vessels under one commander mtt:erent circumstances. -flex•i•bil•i,ty /,fleksa'bilate/ n. -flex,i-bly 
o�nized for specific tac?cal '?r other purposes. ■ (the fleet) a coun'. /-ble/ adv. 
ay_ s navy. ■ a group of ships sall"!g together, engaged in the same ac- flex,ile /'fleksal; - ,sTI/ ►adj. archaic pliant and flexible: the serpent's flexile OVlo/, or und_er the same ownership: afishingfleet. ■ a number of ships, body. -flex,il,i-ty /flek'silate/ n. 
vehicles or aircraft operatmg together or under the same ownership: flex-or /'f!ek,sar; -,s6r! (also ffexor muscle) ► n. Anat. a muscle whose a fleet of ambulances. contra�t1on bends a limb or other part of the body. ■ any ofa number· fleet2 ►adj. fast and nimble in movement: fleet of foot. -fleet-ly adv. ofs�eofic muscles in the arm, hand, leg, or foot. 
-fleet•ness n. flex,t1me /'fleks,tim/ (Brit. �fex,i-time /"fleksi-n ►n. a system of working a flee!3 ►v. [intr. j poetic/lit. move or pass quickly: a variety of expressions fleet- se_t �umber of_h�urs with the startmg and finishing times chosenedacross his face I time may_fleetandyouth may fade. ■ [tr.) pass (time) rapid- within agreed limits by the employee. 
ly. • fade a�ay; be transitory: the cares of boyhood fleet away. flick /flik/ ►n. 1 a sudden sharp movement. ■ the sudden release of a Fleet_ Ad,m1,ral ► n. an admiral of the highest rank in the U.S. Navy. bl:nt _finger or thumb, esp. �o propel a small object: he senr his dgarette fl_eet,mg /'fletiNG/ ►adj. lasting for a very short time: hoping to get a fleet-

spmmng awa� with a flick of his fingers. ■ a bght, sharp, quickly retracted
mgghmpse of a whale. -fleet,ing,ly adv. blow, esp. wtth a whip. 2 inf. a motion picture. ■ (the flicks) chiefly Brit. 

Flem,i�g ►n. 1 a native of Flanders. 2 a member of the Flemish-
the movies. 

s�
th
aking people inhabiting northern and western Belgium. Compare 

► v. [tr.I prope.l (so_mething) \vith a sudden sharp movement, esp. of the 
\VJ WALLOON. fingers: Erml� flicked s�me asl1 off her sleeve. ■ (flick something on(off) 

Flem,ish /'flem· I ► d. f 1 
tum something electncal on or off by means of a switch. ■ [intr.] make 

I 
ISH a !- o or re ating to Flanders its people or their a s dd h anguage. · , . u en s arp movement. ■ [tr.I move (a whip) so as to strike. 

►� 1 the Dutch la!lguage as spoken in Flanders, one of the two official 
flick-er• /'flikar/ ► v. (intr.J 1 (oflight or a source oflight) shine unsteadi-

fle h
guages ofBelgium. 2 (the Flemish) las pl. n.l the people of Flanders. 

ly; �ary rapidly i� brightness. ■ (<;if a _flam�) burn fitfully, alternately 
s /fies / ► flanng up and dY1;11g down: [a_s ad/.1 (fhckermg) theflickeringflames of the 

found be 
H n. the soR: substance consisting of muscle and fat that is fire. ■ �g. (of a fee_ling or emotion) be experienced or show itself briefly 

substan 
r.�een th� skin and bones of an animal or a human. ■ this and famtl)'., esp. m someone"s eyes. 2 make small, quick movements; 11 the 

if in an ammal or fish, regarded as food: [in comb.] a flesh-eater. flutter r�p1dly: her ey,eli� flickered. ■ (of someone's eyes) move quickly 
eaten 

P /Y substa�ce of a fruit or vegetable, esp. the part that is m a  p_arttcular d1rec?on m order to look at something. ■ (ofa facia.l ex-
its coi 

• at. • the skm or surface of the human body with reference to press1on) ap�ear briefly: a look of horror flickered across his face. 
hitherjt ;ppearance, or sensual properties: she gasped as the cold water ►ph�sal v. � flicker o�t (of a fl�e or l!ght) die away and go out after a 
sires 

es · • (the flesh) the human body and its physical needs and de- senes of flickers. ■ fig. (of a feeling) d.1e away and finally disappear. !esh . .• e����s
c�f;r�

asted \vith the mind or the soul: the pleasures of the ►n. 1 an unsteady movement of a flame or light that causes rapid 
v. 1 lintr.] (fl h . 
more det ·1 es out) put we,ght �n. • jlr.] (flesh something out) add Pronunciation Key a ago, up; er over, fur; a hat; a ate; a car: CH chin-khed our

ai s t� somethm&: that exists only in a draft or outline form: e let· e e( ) · · Ji - b ·c ) ' · 
a vanety ofscenanos. 2 [Ir.] [often as n.] (fleshing) remove the 

- , �ee; a � air; I '.; I y; I a r ear; NG sing; 6 go; 6 law, for; oi toy; oo good, oo goo, ou out, SH she; TH thin; I!:! tl1en; (h)w wl1y; ZH vision 
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