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1
ACTION ANALYZING/RECORDING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a system for analyzing the
action of, e.g., a user who is carrying a portable terminal on
the basis of information acquired from the portable terminal.

Information representing the date/time and position of a
visit, and in some cases, information of a transport facility
used need often be recorded as a daily action record.

In such a case, the user makes a note on the self action in
a pocketbook or the like, or inputs the daily action to a
personal computer or the like after he/she goes back to the
office. In recent years, a portable terminal is becoming
popular, and instead of writing the action in the pocketbook,
the action record may be sometimes input to the portable
terminal.

The operation of writing the daily action record in the
pocketbook or inputting it to the personal computer is
cumbersome. In addition, the writing or data input operation
is often forgotten, so no accurate action record can be made.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a system
for automatically analyzing outdoor action and recording it
as an action record without performing any cumbersome
recording operation.

To achieve the above object, there is provided an action
analyzing/recording system wherein information transmit-
ted through a communication control unit of a terminal is
analyzed by an information processing unit connected to a
network as an action record, data of an analysis result is
stored in correspondence with a terminal identification code,
and the data is transferred to said terminal as needed, said
terminal comprising a detector for detecting position infor-
mation and time information, and said communication con-
trol unit for network connection, and transmitting the infor-
mation detected by said detector together with the terminal
identification code.

According to the present invention, the action of the user
who is holding the terminal outdoors can be analyzed, and
the means of transportation can be estimated. Therefore, an
accurate action can be automatically input without requiring
the user of any specific input operation. In addition, since the
analyzed data is recorded, the data can be referred to later as
a personal action record or record in a goods delivery
operation and applied to various application purposes.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumen-
talities and combinations particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate presently
preferred embodiments of the invention, and together with
the general description given above and the detailed descrip-
tion of the preferred embodiments give below, serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a view showing the system configuration of an
embodiment;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the outer appearance
of a portable terminal;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the portable terminal;

FIG. 4 is a view showing the structure of a packet sent
from the portable terminal;

FIG. §is a flow chart of an operation of preparing a packet
from data acquired by the portable terminal and sending the
packet;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
host terminal;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart for explaining processing in the host
terminal;

FIG. 8 is a view showing an example of the moving route
of a user who is carrying the portable terminal;

FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of map data stored
in the host terminal;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart (1) of processing of estimating the
action of the user who is carrying the portable terminal;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart (2) of processing of estimating the
action of the user who is carrying the portable terminal;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart (3) of processing of estimating the
action of the user who is carrying the portable terminal;

FIG. 13 is a view showing an example of the result
obtained by estimating the action of the user who is carrying
the portable terminal;

FIG. 14 is a view showing an example of an action record
table of the user who is carrying the portable terminal;

FIG. 15 is a flow chart of processing of preparing the
action record table of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal;

FIG. 16 is a table which stores names on a map and
corresponding position information;

FIG. 17 is a flow chart of an operation of preparing a
packet from data acquired by the portable terminal and
sending the packet; and

FIG. 18 is a view illustrating the action record of the user
who is carrying the portable terminal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The embodiment of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing.

FIG. 1 is a view showing the system configuration of this
embodiment. In this embodiment, a system for analyzing the
action of a user having a portable terminal 1 in a host
terminal (server machine) 3 accommodated in a public
network 2 will be described. Assume that the user is always
carrying the portable terminal 1.

The portable terminal 1 detects the position (e.g., aa®bb’
north and cc®dd’ east) of the portable terminal 1 at a certain
time point and this time autonomously or in accordance with
an instruction from the portable terminal 1 and supplies the
position and time information to the host terminal 3. At this
time, the portable terminal 1 is connected to the public
network 2 through the nearest base station 4. Upon being
notified of the position and time, the host terminal 3 recog-
nizes the position of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1 at the certain time.

The portable terminal 1 supplies the information (position
information and time information) to the host terminal 3 at
every predetermined timing. The host terminal 3 analyzes
the time-serially detected information, thereby recognizing
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the moving locus and the moving speed of the user of the
portable terminal 1.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the outer appearance
of the portable terminal 1. The portable terminal 1 has an
LCD display unit 11, a microphone 12, and a general-
purpose IF connector 13. A GPS (Global Positioning
System) sensor 14 is connected to the general-purpose IF
connector 13. The portable terminal 1 has a radio commu-
nication antenna 15.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the portable terminal 1. A
CPU 21 executes a program stored in a storage unit 22
(ROM and RAM). The CPU 21 and the storage unit 22 are
connected via a bus 23.

The storage unit 22 is constituted by a semiconductor
memory, a magnetic recording medium, or an optical record-
ing medium and stores the program, data, and the like. The
storage unit 22 may be permanently incorporated or detach-
ably mounted in the portable terminal 1.

A recording medium driver 24 is connected to the bus 23
to read out data stored in a portable recording medium
(including a semiconductor memory, a magnetic disk, an
optical disk, and a magnetooptical disk) 25 or write data in
the portable recording medium 25. An IC card is assumed as
an example of the portable recording medium 25. The CPU
21 can also execute a program stored in the portable record-
ing medium 285.

The program and data to be recorded in the storage unit
22 may be received from another device connected through
a communication line or the like, and recorded.
Alternatively, the CPU 21 may use, through the communi-
cation line or the like, a program and data stored in a storage
unit arranged on the another device side.

A unit corresponding to the LCD display unit 11 com-
prises a liquid crystal display (LCD) 31, a memory 32 for
storing information to be displayed on the liquid crystal
display 31, an LCD driver 33 for outputting information
stored in the memory 32 to the liquid crystal display 31
under the control of an LCD control unit 34, and the LCD
control unit 34 for controlling the memory 32 and the LCD
driver 33.

An A/D converter 35 converts sound information acquired
through the microphone 12 into digital data. A sound infor-
mation control unit 36 outputs the sound information A/D-
converted by the A/D converter 35 to the bus 23. The sound
information control unit 36 has a function of compressing
sound information.

The GPS sensor 14 detects the current position by com-
municating with, e.g., an artificial satellite. A general-
purpose IF unit 37 outputs detected data from the GPS
sensor 14 to the bus 23 in accordance with an instruction
from the CPU 21. A timepiece 38 counts time. A timer 39
interrupts the CPU 21 at a predetermined time interval.

In sending data, a communication control unit 40 prepares
a transmission packet and transfers the packet to a radio
transceiver 41 in accordance with an instruction from the
CPU 21. In receiving data, the communication control unit
40 outputs data stored in a packet received through the radio
transceiver 41 onto the bus 23. The radio transceiver 41 is
connected to the radio communication antenna 15 shown in
FIG. 2 to transmit/receive data to/from the base station 4.

FIG. 4 is a view showing the structure of a packet sent
from the portable terminal 1. Each packet is constituted by
a header portion and a data portion. The header portion
stores a transmission source address, a transmission desti-
nation address, and the like. The address system containing
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4

an address to be stored as a transmission source address or
a transmission destination address is determined depending
on the network structure to which this embodiment is
applied. In, e.g., TCP/IP communication, an IP address is
stored.

The data portion stores application identification
information, a command, position information, time
information, and sound information. The application iden-
tification information is used to identify an application
program to be started on a destination terminal (host termi-
nal 3 in this embodiment). In this embodiment, information
for identifying an action analysis program is set. Note that,
in TCP/IP communication, the application identification
information is designated as a port number.

The command is instruction information for the terminal
(host terminal 3) designated by the transmission destination
address and is interpreted on an application designated by
application identification information. In this embodiment,
an action analysis command or an analysis result request
command is used.

The position information represents the position of the
portable terminal 1 and corresponds to the position of the
user who is carrying the portable terminal. This position
information is sequentially prepared on the basis of the
output from the GPS sensor 14. The time information
represents time when the position information, ie., the
output from the GPS sensor 14 is detected, and corresponds
to the output from the timepiece 38. The sound information
is sound data acquired through the microphone 12 at the
timing when the position information is detected. In this
embodiment, sound information is acquired as ambient
information of the portable terminal 1. However, a tempera-
ture sensor or a camera may be arranged to acquire tem-
perature or image information as ambient information.

FIG. §is a flow chart of an operation of preparing a packet
from data acquired by the portable terminal and sending the
packet. The program for realizing the functions of this flow
chart is stored in the storage unit 22 as a form of program
code which can be read by the CPU 21. In this processing,
the portable terminal 1 acquires position information, time
information, and sound information N times at a predeter-
mined time interval, transfers all the acquired information to
the host terminal 3, and requests action analysis processing.
Assume that the portable terminal 1 is always executing the
program for acquiring position information, time
information, and sound information while the power is ON.

In steps S1 and S2, predetermined time interval data is set
for the timer 39, and the timer 39 is started. When the timer
39 has counted a predetermined time (e.g., one minute), an
interrupt signal is input to the CPU 21 via the bus 23, so that
processing from step S3 is executed.

In step S3, the output (position information) from the GPS
sensor 14 is acquired. In step S4, the time (time information)
counted by the timepiece 38 is acquired. In step S5, the timer
39 is reset. In step S6, ambient sound data (e.g., noise)
collected through the microphone 12 is acquired. This sound
collection processing is performed for, e.g., 5 seconds. The
timer 39 is reset and starts the time counting operation again.

In step S7, the information acquired in steps S3, S4, and
S6 are temporarily held in the RAM in the storage unit 22.
In step S8, a counter (not shown) is incremented by one. In
step S9, the count value of the counter is checked. If the
count value has reached “N (N: positive integer)”, the flow
advances to step S10. If the count value has not reached N,
the flow returns to step S2 (to wait for the next interrupt
signal from the timer 39). In step S10, the count value of the
counter is cleared.
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In step S11, the packet shown in FIG. 4 is prepared. The
addresses of the portable terminal 1 and the host terminal 3
are set as a transmission source address and a transmission
destination address, respectively. As application identifica-
tion information and a command, an “action analysis pro-
gram” and an “action analysis command” are set. As posi-
tion information, time information, and sound information,
the pieces of information acquired in steps S3, S4, and S6
are read out from the storage unit 22 and stored in the packet.
The position information, time information, and sound infor-
mation to be stored are data acquired N times. In step S12,
the packet prepared in step S11 is output by radio. The
packet is transferred to the host terminal 3 in accordance
with the transmission destination address set in the header
portion.

In the above embodiment, all the acquired data corre-
sponding to N cycles are transferred from the portable
terminal 1 to the host terminal 3 to reduce the transmission
cost. However, the data may be transferred when the
acquired data reaches a predetermined capacity. Alterna-
tively, position information, time information, or sound
information may be transferred to the host terminal 3 every
time the information is acquired. In the above embodiment,
the flow chart shown in FIG. 5 is autonomously executed by
the portable terminal 1. Alternatively, the processing of
transmitting the packet to the host side may be executed in
accordance with a starting instruction which is regularly
transmitted from the host terminal 3.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the host terminal 3. A storage
unit 51 is constituted by a semiconductor memory, a mag-
netic recording medium, or an optical recording medium and
stores a program, data, and the like. The storage unit 51 may
be permanently incorporated or detachably mounted in the
host terminal 3.

A recording medium driver 52 reads out data stored in a
portable recording medium (including a semiconductor
memory, a magnetic disk, an optical disk, and a magnetoop-
tical disk) 53 or writes data in the portable recording
medium 53. A communication control unit 54 controls data
transmission/reception to/from the network. Packet trans-
mission/reception to/from each portable terminal is also
controlled by the communication control unit 54.

A CPU 55 loads the program from the storage unit 51 or
the portable recording medium 53 and executes the program.
The program and data recorded in the storage unit 51 may
be written from the portable recording medium 53 or
received from another device on the network through the
communication line or the like and recorded. The CPU 55
may use a program and data stored in another storage unit
arranged on the network through the communication line or
the like.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart for explaining processing in the host
terminal 3. In this example, a packet sent from the portable
terminal 1 (packet prepared with processing of the flow chart
shown in FIG. 5) is received to analyze the action of the user
who is carrying the portable terminal 1.

In step S21, the transmission source address stored in the
header portion of the received packet is checked to recog-
nize the transmission terminal. In this case, the transmission
terminal is assumed to be the portable terminal 1. The
application identification information and the command are
checked. In this case, assume that an “action analysis
program” and an “action analysis command” are set.

In step S22, position information and time information,
which are stored in the data portion of the received packet,
are extracted to recognize the position (x;,y,) of the portable
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terminal 1 at time T,. In step S23, the moving direction and
moving speed of the portable terminal 1 from time T, ; to
time T; are calculated.

In step S24, the calculation result obtained in step S23 is
used to estimate the moving means (walking, train, motor
vehicle, stop, . . . ) of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1. More specifically, the position of the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1 at a certain time point, and
if he/she is moving, the moving means are estimated. In this
processing of estimating the moving means, sound informa-
tion stored in the data portion of the received packet is used,
as needed. In step S25, the estimation result obtained in step
S24 is stored in the personal action file of the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1.

The operation of the flow chart shown in FIG. 7 will be
described below in more detail. A case wherein the user who
was carrying the portable terminal 1 moved from station A
to station B by A railway, as shown in FIG. 8, will be
described.

Upon receiving an action recording start command from
a key input means (not shown) of the portable terminal 1, or
the host terminal 3, the portable terminal 1 executes the
processing of the flow chart shown in FIG. 5 and detects the
output from the GPS sensor 14 at time Ty, Ty, Ts. . ., Tyq.
The detected pieces of position information correspond to
position data Py, P,, P,, .. ., P,,. In detecting the position
information, the portable terminal 1 fetches sound informa-
tion acquired through the microphone 12. For example, it is
estimated that, in a station, various types of noise are
detected, and in a train, sounds unique to the train are
detected. The portable terminal 1 transfers the detected
position information, time information, and sound informa-
tion to the host terminal 3. Since the data detected by the
GPS sensor 14 have errors, points designated by the position
information (position data Py, P;, P, . .., P;5) do not always
match the line.

Upon receiving the information transferred from the por-
table terminal 1, the host terminal 3 executes the processing
of the flow chart shown in FIG. 7 to analyze the moving
route of the user who is carrying the portable terminal 1. For
the purpose of analyzing the route, the host terminal 3 has
map data as shown in FIG. 9. FIG. 9 shows part of the
position information of the line of A railway (position
information of the line between station A and station B) as
an example.

As shown in FIG. 9, pieces of information representing
the positions of stations (in this case, station A and station B)
are stored. The position information of the line is stored as
approximate curves of the line. In this example, the line
between station A and station B is divided into four sections,
and an approximate curve equation is defined for each
section.

The host terminal 3 also stores map data associated with
all railways. Not only data associated with railways but also
data associated with roads are stored in the host terminal 3.
These map data are stored in, e.g., the storage unit 51 and
loaded in the memory 56 as a reference, as needed.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart (1) for explaining processing of
estimating the action of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1. This processing corresponds to steps S23 and
S24 in FIG. 7.

In step S31, the average moving speed of the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1 is calculated. More specifi-
cally, the average moving speed of the portable terminal 1
from time T, ; to time T, is calculated according to
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the following formula. At this time, the moving direction is
simultaneously calculated:

\/(xi =X+ (i = yinn)?
|7 = Tiil

In step S32, it is checked whether the speed calculated in
step S31is 1 km/h or less. If YES in step S32, it is estimated
in step S33 that the user is “stopping”. If NO in step S32, the
flow advances to step S34.

In step S34, it is checked whether the speed calculated in
step S31 is 6 km/h or less. If YES in step S34, it is estimated
in step S35 that the user is “walking”. If NO in step S34, the
flow advances to step S36.

In step S36, it is checked whether the moving locus of the
user who is carrying the portable terminal 1 is similar to the
railway line pattern stored as map data. In this case, dis-
tances from the points designated by position data P, P, P,

., P, to the curves represented by the curve equation
representing the railway line are calculated by, e.g., the
method of least squares, and determination is made on the
basis of whether each calculated value is equal to or smaller
than a predetermined value. Alternatively, determination is
made on the basis of the similarity between a locus drawn by
at least two position data and a curve pattern representing the
railway line. Determination in this step is performed using
a known technique, and a detailed description thereof will be
omitted.

If the moving locus of the user who is carrying the
portable terminal 1 is similar to the line pattern, it is
estimated in step S37 that the user is “moving by train”. If
the moving locus is not similar to the line pattern, it is
estimated in step S38 that the user is “moving by motor
vehicle (automobile or bus)”.

The estimation result obtained in this way is held in a
predetermined area on the memory 56 as data of action
(movement situation) of the user who is carrying the por-
table terminal 1 at a certain time point. The host terminal 3
sequentially stores the estimation result data at each time
(time when the position information and the like are detected
by the portable terminal 1).

FIG. 11 is a flow chart (2) for explaining processing of
estimating the action of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1. This processing corresponds to step S24 in FIG.
7 and is executed parallel to the processing shown in FIG.
10.

In step S41, sound information stored in the packet
transferred from the portable terminal 1 is extracted. In step
S42, the sound information is analyzed to recognize the
characteristic features of the sound information. In step S43,
it is checked whether the sound information analyzed in step
S42 includes unique sounds generated in a running train. If
YES in step S43, it is estimated in step S44 that the user is
“moving by train”. If NO in step S43, the flow advances to
step S45.

In step S45, it is checked whether the sound information
analyzed in step S42 includes unique sounds generated in a
running motor vehicle or bus. If YES in step S45, it is
estimated in step S46 that the user is “moving by motor
vehicle”. If NO in step S45, the sound information is
discarded in this estimation processing.

The host terminal 3 holds in advance a unique sound
pattern generated in a running train and a unique sound
pattern generated in a running automobile or bus. In step S43
or S45, the similarity between the sound information
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extracted in step S41 and the held pattern is determined.

The estimation result obtained by processing of the flow
chart shown in FIG. 11 is used as information for increasing
the likelihood ratio of the estimation result obtained by
processing of the flow chart shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart (3) for explaining processing of
estimating the action of the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1. In this processing, a plurality of estimation
results are obtained by processing of the flow charts shown
in FIGS. 10 and 11, and the action of the user who is carrying
the portable terminal 1 is estimated at a higher likelihood
ratio on the basis of these pieces of information.

In step S51, M estimation results obtained by processing
of the flow charts shown in FIGS. 10 and 11 are extracted.
When M=5, and the action at times T, is to be estimated,
estimation results at time T, ,, T, ;, T;, T;,;, and T,,, are
extracted.

In step S52, it is checked whether all the M estimation
results extracted in step S51 are in the same state. If YES In
step S52, the estimation results are regarded as an estimation
result having a higher likelihood ratio. The flow advances to
step S61 to hold the result together with the position
information and the time information. Assume that all the
estimation results obtained by processing of the flow chart
shown in FIG. 10 at times T, ,, T, ;, T}, T,,, and T,,, are
“stop”, the host terminal 3 estimates that the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1 is stopping at the position
represented by the position information at that time, and
stores the estimation result in the memory 56 or the storage
unit 51.

If it is determined in step S52 that the estimation results
are different, it is checked in step S54 whether the M
estimation results include only “stop™ and “walking”. If YES
in step S54, it is estimated in step S55 that the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1 is “walking”. The flow
advances to step S61 to hold the estimation result together
with the position information and the time information.

i+1°

If, in step S54, the estimation results include estimation
results other than “stop” and “walking”, it is checked in step
S56 whether a predetermined number or more of estimation
results “moving by train” are included. If YES in step S56,
it is estimated in step S57 that the user who is carrying the
portable terminal 1 is “moving by train”. The flow advances
to step S61 to hold the estimation result together with the
position information and the time information.

If NO in step S56, it is checked in step S58 whether
“moving by motor vehicle (automobile or bus)” is included.
If YES in step S58, it is estimated in step S59 that the user
who is carrying the portable terminal 1 is “moving by motor
vehicle”. The flow advances to step S61 to hold the estima-
tion result together with the position information and the
time information. If NO in step SS58, error processing is
executed in step S60.

With the above procedure, estimation results as shown in
FIG. 13 are obtained. The algorithm for estimating the action
of the user who is carrying the portable terminal 1 is not
limited to the above algorithm, and another method may be
used.

A procedure of preparing an action record table as shown
in FIG. 14 will be described. FIG. 15 is a flow chart of
processing of preparing the action record table of the user
who is carrying the portable terminal 1.

In step S71, “stop” is extracted from the estimation results
shown in FIG. 13, and the start time and end time are
checked. The position information is also extracted. In step



US 6,195,022 B1

9

S72, it is checked whether the stop position extracted in step
S71 is a position registered in advance. For this determina-
tion, the host terminal 3 refers to a table shown in FIG. 16.
The table shown in FIG. 16 stores various names on the map
and corresponding position information. Railway stations
and other public facilities are registered in advance. In
addition, the user can register a desired location. In this
embodiment, “head office”, “business office”, “Mr. K’s
house”, . . . are registered.

If YES in step S72, the name of the registration position
is extracted in step S73. If NO in step S72, the region name
of the position (e.g., xx Prefecture xx City xx) is extracted
in step S74. Note that the host terminal 3 has a table storing
region names and corresponding position information.

In step S75, the registration position name extracted in
step S73 or the region name extracted in step S74 is written
for the time zone of “stop” recognized in step S71. Assume
that the user who was carrying the portable terminal 1 was
in the head office before 14:10. In this case, the position
information detected by the portable terminal 1 before 14:10
must be equal or approximate to position data (Xsg1,¥s01)
registered in the table shown in FIG. 16. The position
information detected by the portable terminal 1 is transferred
to the host terminal 3 and stored in the table shown in FIG.
13. In processing in steps S72 through S74, the host terminal
3 recognizes that the user who was carrying the portable
terminal was in the head office before 14:10 because the
position information detected by the portable terminal 1 is
equal or approximate to the position data registered as the
position of the head office. As a result, “head office” is
written for the time zone before 14:10, as shown in FIG. 14.

In step S76, the moving means (walking, train, automo-
bile, or bus) represented by the above-described estimation
result and the start time and end time of movement using the
moving means are checked. As shown in FIG. 14, the
moving means is written for each time zone. When a specific
means of transportation is used, the means of transportation
is written in step S77. Assume that it is estimated from the
similarity to the railway line pattern stored as map data
shown in FIG. 9 that the user who was carrying the portable
terminal moved from station A to station B by A railway, “A
railway” is written as a moving means, and region names
“station A” and “station B” are written as a starting point and
a terminal point, respectively.

The action record table prepared in the above way is
stored in a predetermined area in the storage unit 51 of the
host terminal 3. When the user who is carrying the portable
terminal 1 is to display the action record table on the
portable terminal 1, a packet for requesting display of the
action record table is sent from the portable terminal 1. The
request packet has the structure shown in FIG. 4. The
addresses of the portable terminal 1 and the host terminal 3
are set as a transmission source address and a transmission
destination address, respectively. An “action analysis pro-
gram” is set as application identification information, and an
“analysis result request command” is set as a command. A
date to be referred to is added as additional information of
the command. The command and the additional information
of the command are input by the user using, e.g., a pen input
method from the LCD display unit 11 of the portable
terminal 1.

Upon receiving the command having the “analysis result
request command” from the portable terminal 1, the host
terminal 3 interprets the command and extracts the action
record table of the user who is carrying the portable terminal
1 at the designated date. The extracted action record table is
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stored in a packet and transferred to the portable terminal 1.
The portable terminal 1 extracts the action record table from
the packet transferred from the host terminal 3 and displays
it on the LCD display unit 11.

The processing programs executed by the host terminal 3,
i.e., programs for realizing the functions of the flow charts
shown in FIGS. 7, 10, 11, 12, and 15, and the program for
interpreting a command transferred from the portable ter-
minal 1 and processing the command are stored in the
storage unit 51 or the portable recording medium 53 in the
form of program codes which can be read by the CPU 55.
Alternatively, programs stored in another device connected
through the network are used.

As described above, in the action analyzing system of this
embodiment, position information and time information are
detected by the portable terminal 1 and transferred to the
host terminal 3, and the action record of the user who is
carrying the portable terminal 1 is automatically prepared on
the host side. For this purpose, the portable terminal 1 need
have only a function of detecting position information and
time information and transferring them to the host terminal
3, a function of requesting the host terminal 3 of an action
record, and a function of displaying data downloaded from
the host terminal 3. That is, the portable terminal 1 need
neither store an enormous quantity of map data nor execute
highly precise pattern recognition processing or various
processing which require high-speed processing. For this
reason, the portable terminal 1 can obtain an advanced
action analysis result without requiring any large-capacity
memory or high-performance processor.

In the above embodiment, position information and time
information are detected by the portable terminal 1 at a
predetermined timing. However, the present invention is not
limited to this arrangement. Generally, the user of the
movable terminal is not always moving and can be consid-
ered to stop at a certain position for most of time. If the user
of the portable terminal stops at a certain position for a
predetermined time or more, position information need not
be detected every predetermined time, and not all the
position information need be supplied from the portable
terminal 1 to the host terminal 3.

FIG. 17 is a flow chart showing an operation of preparing
a packet from data acquired by the portable terminal 1 and
sending the packet. This processing procedure is obtained by
adding steps S81 through S83 to the flow chart shown in
FIG. 5.

In step S81, it is checked whether the position information
obtained in step S3 coincides with position information of
one and two cycles before. If NO in step S81, the flow
advances to step S7 to continue the processing in FIG. 5. If
YES in step S81, the position information, time information,
and sound information at the preceding timing are discarded
in step S82. In step S83, the counter which is to be
incremented by one in step S8 is decremented by one.

Processing of the flow chart shown in FIG. 17 will be
described in more detail. A case wherein the user who was
carrying the movable terminal 1 was continuously present at
position Py and time T, through time T, (times detected in
step S4) will be described.

“Position P,” is detected by position detection at time T,
and time T,, and these data are held in step S7. At time Tj,
“position P,” is detected again. In step S81, the position data
at time T coincides with position data of one (time T,) and
two (time T,) cycles before. The flow advances to step S82
to discard the position information, time information, and
sound information acquired at the preceding timing (time
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T,). Thereafter, the position data at time Ty is held in step
S7. As a result, only the pieces of information acquired at
time T; and time T, are held.

“Position P,” is detected at time T, again. Since, in step
S81, position data at time T, coincides with position data of
one (time T;) and two (time T,) cycles before, the flow
advances to step S82 to discard position information, time
information, and sound information acquired at the preced-
ing timing (time T3). At this time point, the information at
time T, have been discarded, and time T, corresponds to the
timing of “two cycles before”. Thereafter, the position data
at time T, is held in step S7. As a result, only the pieces of
information acquired at time T, and time T, are held.

As described above, when the user who was carrying the
movable terminal 1 continuously stayed at a certain position
for a predetermined time or more, only position information,
time information, and sound information at the start and end
of “stop” are held and transferred to the host terminal 3. With
this arrangement, transfer of redundant information (in the
above example, information acquired at time T, and time T5)
can be reduced.

In the above embodiment, the GPS sensor is used as a
means for detecting the position information of the portable
terminal 1. However, the present invention is not limited to
this. For a mobile communication network whose cell range
is narrow, a cell which is currently managing the portable
terminal may be used as position information.

In the above embodiment, the action record table has the
form of a timing chart as shown in FIG. 14. However, the
present invention is not limited to this. For example, an
illustration as shown in FIG. 18 may be used.

In the above embodiment, position information or time
information is detected at a predetermined time interval.
However, such information need not always be detected at
a predetermined time interval. Information may be appro-
priately sampled a sufficient number of times for action
analysis.

In the above embodiment, the action of the user who is
carrying the movable terminal is analyzed. However, the
arrangement is not limited to the application purpose of
detecting the human action. The arrangement can also be
applied to survey the action pattern of an animal or check the
delivery state of goods.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in
its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and
representative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. An action analyzing/recording system wherein infor-
mation transmitted through a communication control unit of
a terminal is analyzed by an information processing unit
connected to a network as an action record, data of an
analysis result is stored in correspondence with a terminal
identification code, and the data is transferred to said ter-
minal as needed, and wherein said terminal comprises a
detector for detecting position information and time
information, and accumulates the position information and
time information detected by said detector, and transmits the
accumulated information at once together with the terminal
identification code after the accumulated information has
reached a predetermined number or predetermined capacity.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein said infor-
mation processing unit comprises means for storing map

Page 25 of 26

10

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

information representing a transport route including a rail-
way line, specifies a name of a region of movement based on
the map information and the position information and the
time information transmitted from said terminal, and stores
the name of the region of movement together with a time.

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein said infor-
mation processing unit calculates a moving speed from the
position information and the time information transmitted
from said terminal, and estimates a users’ method of move-
ment based on the calculated moving speed.

4. An action analyzing/recording system comprising:

means for detecting position information and time infor-
mation with respect to a portable terminal;

means for analyzing a moving locus and moving speed of
said portable terminal based on the detected position
and time information;

means for estimating an action route by specifying a name
of a transport facility based on map information and the
analyzed moving locus and moving speed; and

means for storing information with respect to a place and
time of an action as an action record based on the
estimated action route.

5. The system according to claim 4, further comprising
means for detecting ambient information including sound
information, and wherein said estimating means estimates
the action route taking into consideration the detected ambi-
ent information.

6. An article of manufacture comprising a computer
usable medium having computer readable program stored
thereon for causing an action to be analyzed and recorded,
said computer readable program comprising:

computer readable program code means for causing a
computer to detect position information and time infor-
mation with respect to a portable terminal;

computer readable program code means for causing the
computer to analyze a moving locus and moving speed
of the portable terminal based on the detected position
information and time information;

computer readable program code means for causing the
computer to estimate an action route by specifying a
name of a transport facility based on map information
and the analyzed locus and moving speed; and

computer readable program code means for causing the
computer to store information with respect to a place
and time of an action as an action record based on the
estimated action route.

7. An action analyzing/recording system comprising:

a portable terminal having a detector which detects a
position of the portable terminal at particular times for
generating position and time data of the portable ter-
minal;

a host device having a data processor for processing the
position and time data;

a network connecting the portable terminal and the host
device and through which the portable terminal trans-
mits the position and time data to the host device; and

means for storing route data of predetermined locations
associated with a particular type of transport vehicle;

wherein said data processor comprises means for analyz-
ing the position and time data and route data to produce
an action record which indicates when and where a user
of the portable terminal has been, whether the user has
used mechanized transportation to move from one
location to another, and if the user has used mechanized
transportation, what type of mechanized transportation
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has been used, based on whether the position data
matches the stored route data.
8. The system according to claim 7, wherein:

said system comprises a plurality of portable terminals
which transmit respective position data along with
respective identification information;

said data processor produces respective action records
corresponding to the plurality of portable terminals;
and

said host device comprises a communication control unit
which transmits the action records to the corresponding
portable terminals in accordance with the respective
identification information.

9. The system according to claim 7, wherein:

said detector of said portable terminal detects positions of
said portable terminal plural times to generate plural
position data with different timings; and

said portable terminal comprises a memory for storing the
plural position data, and transmits the plural position
data when a remaining capacity of the memory reaches
a predetermined limit.

10. The system according to claim 7, wherein said data
processor comprises means for storing map information
representing a transport route including at least one of a
railway and bus line, calculates a moving speed of the user
based on the position and time data, and produces the action
record by referring to the map information and the calcu-
lated moving speed.

11. The system according to claim 10, wherein said
portable terminal comprises a transmitter that transmits to
the host device the position data of the portable terminal and
time information of timings when the position data are
obtained.
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12. The system according to claim 7, wherein said por-
table terminal comprises means for detecting ambient sound
information and transmits the ambient sound information to
the host device, and wherein said data processor analyzes the
ambient sound information data to determine where the user
was and whether the user walked on foot or used mecha-
nized transportation to move.

13. The system according to claim 7, wherein said host
device comprises a transmitter that transmits the action
record to the portable terminal.

14. An article of manufacture comprising a computer
usable medium having a computer readable program stored
thereon for causing an action to be analyzed and recorded,
said computer readable program comprising:

computer readable code means for causing a portable

terminal having a detector which detects a position of
the portable terminal at particular times to generate and
transmit position and time data of the portable terminal
to a host device via a network;

means for storing route data of predetermined locations

associated with a particular type of transport vehicle;
and

computer readable program code means for causing a data

processor of the host device to analyze the position and
time data and route data to produce an action record
which indicates when and where a user of the portable
terminal has been, whether the user has used mecha-
nized transportation to move from one location to
another, and if the user has used mechanized
transportation, what type of mechanized transportation
has been used, based on whether the detected position
data matches the stored route data.





